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The Daily Worker 
And the Stalin Cult

By Daniel Roberts

. . .  Meeting Vows to Keep Up Fight
The American Stalinist newspaper, the Daily Worker, 

has finally broken its silence on the repudiation of the 
Stalin cult by the 20th Congress of the Communist Party 
o f  Che Soviet U nion. ®-

On M arch 12, Joseph C la rk  
opened the discussion by endors­
in g  in  e ffe c t a s ta tem ent made 
by W a lte r U lb rie h t, Bast German 
S ta lin is t leader. U lbrioh lt had 
pra ised S ta lin  fo r  persecuting th<>
"T ro ts k y ite s  and B ukh a ri n ites" 
b u t said S ta lin  had done “ con­
siderable dam age”  to  the  Com­
m un is t P a rty  “ when [h e ] la te r 
placed h im se lf above the p a rty  
and fostered the cu lt o f the in ­
d iv idu a l.”  Says C la rk : “ U lb r ie h t 
also said, w ha t was im p lied  by 
the  en tire  20th congress, tha t 
the Soviet Com m unists no longer 
consider S ta lin  one o f the 
‘classics’ o f M arx ism .”

Thus A m erican  S ta lin ism  has 
dem oted S ta lin  in  con fo rm ity  
w ith  presen t-day S ta lin is t po licy 
th rou gh ou t the  w o rld . B u t C lark 
knows he cannot leave m atters 
aft th a t. “ W hlat we’d lik e  to 
discuss here,”  he says, “ is  how it  
was th a t S ta lin  had played both 
a  pos itive  and nega tive  p a r t  in  
h is to ry . . . . W e are searching 
here fo r  an exp lanation  o f  ju s t 
one aspect o f  the c r it ic is m  made 
by the Soviet Communists —  the 
abuses in th e  secu rity  system.

C la rk 's  exp lana tion  runs as 
fo llo w s : In  the course o f defend­
in g  its e lf  aga ins t the a ttacks  im ­
pe ria lism  launched on the Soviet 
U n ion , “ s te rn  and v ig ila n t secu­
r i t y ”  was required. E v id e n tly  fo r  
C la rk  th is  included the strugg le  
aga inst “ T ro tsky ite s  and Bukha- 
r in ite s .”  However. “ T h is  d id  not 
mean th a t the  secu rity  system 
could become a pow er un to  i t ­
se lf.”  N o r does i t  excuse “ ex­
aggera tion  and m isuse o f the 
whole system  o f secu rity ”  and 
“ abuses w hich included the  inven­
t io n  o f enemies.”

F o r C la rk , the  S ta lin  c u lt arose 
o u t o f  “ exaggera tion”  o f  the 
blood purges p ta lin  conducted 
against the T ro ts k y is t opposi­
tion . Fram e-ups ( “ inven tion  o f 
enemies” )  began on ly  w here the 
Moscow' t r ia ls  le f t  o f f  according 
to  h is reasoning.

T h is  is weasel-worded apolo­
getics designed to  cover up fo r  
the  K re m lin  dictations. B y re ­
p u d ia tin g  th e  S ta lin  c u lt, S ta lin ’s 
he irs  hope to  appease the Soviet 
w o rk in g  class now in s is te n tly  
dem anding economic im prove­
m ents and p o lit ic a l libe rties . The 
d ic ta to rs  w a n t to ge t r id  o f  the 
onus o f S ta lin ’s crim es bu t w ith ­
ou t re linq u ish in g  the bureaucratic 
ru le  he headed. T h is  ru le  was 
consolidated from  192,1 to  1928 in 
the  bloody s tru g g le  aga ins t the 
T ro ts k y is t L e f t  O pposition in  the 
Bolshevik P a rty . They do not 
w an t to  repud ia te  S ta lin ’s figh t 
against T ro tsky ism .

The S ta lin  c u lt arose as an 
inev itab le  counterpart to  the 
s trugg le  against T ro tsky ism  —  
and not as an “ exaggera tion ,”  
as C la rk  m ain ta ins . On S ta lin ’s 
pa rt, the f ig h t had no th in g  to  do 
w ith  defending the Soviert Union 
fro m  c a p ita lis t restora tion . Lt had 
eve ry th in g  to do w ith  estab lish­
in g  the power o f an economically 
p riv ileged  bureaucracy over the

Soviet to ile rs . T h is  meant destroy­
in g  the revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  o f 
the w o rk in g  class —  the Bolshevik 
P a rty  —  and tra n s fo rm in g  it  in to 
an ins trum en t o f the bureaucratic 
caste.

A c iv il w a r w as required to  
crush Uhe w o rk in g  class and 
dispossess i t  p o lit ic a lly . (See 
a rtic le  by M. S tein and J . G. 
W r ig h t on page one.) The c iv il 
w a r too k  the fo rm  o f  a ru th less 
purge begun in  1923 against 
revo lu tion is ts  organ ized in  the 
L e f t  O pposition and led by Leon 
T ro tsky , co-leader w ith  Lenin o f 
the 1917 Revolution. S ta lin ’s 
weapons included slander, re ­
w r it in g  o f p a rty  h is to ry , ja ilin g s , 
beatings, fram e-up tr ia ls , deporta­
tions to  S iberia , executions and 
G PU assassinations. The bu­
reaucracy established its  position 
as a ru l in g  caste by en thron ing 
S ta lin  and Ibis police apparatus. 
T ha t is how the  S ta lin  cu lt came 
in to  being in  the Soviet U nion.

Ft was extended in to  every 
Com m unist P a rty  o f  the w orld  by 
the same bureaucratic  methods 
as in  the  Soviet U n ion . ‘ ‘We w ent 
overboard [ in  the U jS .] in  defend­
in g  th ings lik e  the  idea o f S ta lin  
as in fa llib le ,”  says A la n  M ax in 
the M arch 13 D a ily  W orker, and 
“ .in opposing any suggestion tha t 
c iv il libe rties  were n o t be ing fu lly  
respected in  the Soviet U n ion .”  
He repeats be ing “ jo lte d ”  by the 
20th Congress and “ embarrassed”  
fo r  hav ing  defended “ certa in  
aspects o f  li fe  in  the Soviet Union 
w h ich . . . the S ovie t U n ion  now» 
says were w rong .”  “ A l l  th is  would 
have been avoided . . .  i f  we 
M arx is ts  [he means S ta lin is ts ] 
had stood more f irm ly  on o u r own 
fe e t on these m a tte rs .”

M ax is s ilen t, however, about 
the au then tic  M a rx is ts  in  the U.S. 
who did  stand f irm ly  on th e ir  
own feeft and denounced the S ta lin  
c u lt in  1928. These were Com­
m un is t P a rty  members led by 
James P. Cannon who declared 
themselves fo r  the p rogram  o f 
the T ro ts k y is t L e f t  O pposition 
and ag a ins t the Soviet bureau­
cracy. (T hey  la te r  established 
the S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a rty .)  For 
th e ir  courageous stand aga inst 
S ta lin ism , they were bureau­
c ra tic a lly  expelled fro m  the Com­
m un is t P a rty , slandered, ostrac iz­
ed and made the ta rge ts  o f  goon- 
squad attacks. T ha t was how the 
S ta lin  c u lt was established in the 
Am erican C.P.

“ M any th in gs  bo ther a person 
lik e  m yse lf [about the repud iation 
o f S ta lin ]”  says M ax. “ . . . F o r 
the answers to  such questions, 
one m ust e ith e r speculate o r 
a w a it fu r th e r  developments.”  
Those m any members o f  the 
Am erican C.P. genuine ly bothered 
by the prob lem  o f  the  now- 
repudiated S ta lin  c u lt do not need 
to speculate o r w a it.  W hat they 
need is freedom  o f discussion in 
th e ir  own pa rty , and th a t moans, 
in the f irs t  place, the  r ig h t  to 
s tudy the w r it in g s  o f  Leon 
T ro ts k y  and the revo lu tion is ts  in 
the U.S. who defend h is program .

(Continued from  page 1)
the crow d outside the door, ask­
ed me, “ A re  you w ith  the press?”  

“ Yes, bu t I ’d ju s t  as soon 
stand here.”

He insisted, however, and w ith  
quick courtesy checked m y  press 
card and took me around the 
bu ild in g  to  a sm all room behind 
the stage where I  was introduced 
to the o ther ou t-o f-tow n  v is ito rs .

They were preachers and teach­
ers and reporte rs  and ju s t  p lain 
people who had come fro m  as 
fa r  as Chicago, some b rin g in g  
donations fro m  organ izations. 
T here  were on ly  tw o  w h ite  re ­
porte rs besides m yse lf. On the 
p la tfo rm  was ano the r w h ite  face.

A f te r  ou r names and reason 
fo r  be ing  there  had been re ­
corded we were ushered onto the 
p la tfo rm . In  f r o n t  o f us were 
thousands o f  faces. Some were 
sm iling , some were serious, a ll 
w ere a tte n tive  and p a rtic ip a tin g .

On the p la tfo rm  beside the 
guests were m any o f the leaders 
o f  the association. T here  was the 
Rev. L . R. Bennet, who is  Vice 
P resident o f the Association, a 
ta ll d is tingu ished -look ing  man. I 
recognized the  Rev. A be rna th y

to r iu m  there

Here is  a re p o rt fro m  W ash­
ing ton , D .C .: “ O ver 1,000 copies 
o f the M arch B M ilita n t,  con­

ta in in g  the Open 
L e tte r  to  the C iv il 
R igh ts  Assem bly, 
w ere  d is tribu ted  
to  the  delegates 
in  W ashing ton, 
D.C. The recep­
tio n  was fr ie n d ly . 
B efo re  the mass 
m eeting began, 
w herever one’s 
eye wandered in 
the  huge audi- 
were outspread 

M ilita n ts . One delegate, a f te r  
rea d ing  the paper, came ou t to 
m ake arrangem ents to  purchase 
1,000 copies fo r  d is tr ib u tio n  in  
h is home tow n. O thers fa m il ia r  
w ith  the  paper, p a rtic u la r ly  
tra d e  un ion is ts  fro m  the M id - 
W est, s m ilin g ly  rem arked : ‘T ha t 
paper sure gets around, even 
down here in  W ashing ton.’ ’’

John Tabor, N ew  Y o rk :  “ In  
recent weeks the  newsstands 
have p ra c tic a lly  sold out. A t  a 
p ro te s t p ra ye r m ee ting  on the 
events in  M ontgom ery, 119 M i l i ­
ta n ts  w ere sold in  a h a lf  hour 
by Ben Haines, D ick  Rodriguez 
and Joe LaCross.”

F rom  the  T w in  C itie s : “ E n ­
closed are 15 subs th a t we got 
d u rin g  the M il ita n t  W eekend o r­
ganized fo r  the express purpose 
o f  renewal w o rk . In  add ition  we 
sold 33 M ilita n ts  and a num ber 
o f  James K u tch e r’s books, The 
Case o f the Legless Veteran, as 
w e ll as 80 copies o f  Desegrega­
t io n ! Those who did  the  w ork 
were F ann y and B il l Carter, 
Helen Sherman, R a lph and Jack 
B rin g , W in ifre d  Nelson, Paul 
P ierson, A lic e  N o rr is , L a r ry  
Andrew s, M . L im to n , J u lia  Bysk, 
Jack B a rry  and D ona ld  Person.

The reception to  the Desegration 
pam phlet was excellent. Men and 
women, colored and w h ite , a ll 
bought w ith  equal enthusiasm.

From  San F ranc isco: “ W e here 
are happy to  rep o rt the sale o f 
160’ pieces o f  lite ra tu re  a t a 
N egro  H is to ry  W eek mass m eet­
ing . The top salesmen were Ruth 
Aaron w ith  48 Desegregation 
pam phlets, N ic k  O’ Las w ith  40 
pam phlets and M arco Thompson 
w ith  13 M ilita n ts  and s ix  pam ph­
le ts. O ther salesmen were Bev­
e r ly  Redman, B il l  Knaph, Paul 
C orbu tt and Frances James.

R ichard Clausen, S t. Lo u is : 
“ Today the  w ea the r was won­
d e rfu l, the M il ita n t  was even 
be tte r than i t  has been, so I  
have never found se lling  i t  so 
easy. Please increase ou r bundle 
again by five .”

Helen Baker, S ea ttle : “ Enclos­
ed is  a check to  cover ou r cu r­
ren t M il ita n t  account. T h is  was 
made possible by se lling  ou t a ll 
ou r papers.”

And fro m  D e tro it :  “ Edie M a r­
sha ll and John C o llins  sold 76 
copies o f  the M il ita n t  o f  F ebru­
a ry  20 and 27 a t a mass m eeting 
called b y  the  N A A C P  to  hear 
the Reverend A b e rn a th y  o f 
M ontgom ery, A la ., te ll the s to ry  
o f  the hero ic  s tru g g le  o f the 
Negro people o f th a t c ity . A n ­
o the r e ig h t copies were sold by 
D o tty  and Tom  Johnson a t a 
Ford  u n it m eeting a t w h ich  J im  
K u tch e r spoke th is  m orn ing . 
T h ir ty - fo u r  copies o f  Desegrega­
t io n ! were sold b y  D o tty  and A1 
W in te rs  a t a fo ru m  on C iv il 
R ights. I  am sure we w i l l  be 
able to  sell a la rg e  num ber o f 
M ilita n ts  in  the com ing weeks 
on the basis o f the  g rea t a c tiv ity  
the  s tru g g le  fo r  N egro  eq ua lity  
is s t ir r in g  here.”

fro m  p ic tu res o f h im  I  had seen. 
A n o th e r p rom inen t figu re  was 
Rosa Parks, a handsome, m id ­
dle-aged wom an whose arrest 
Dec. 1 fo r  re fu s in g  to  g ive  up 
her seat on a bus p rec ip ita ted  
the movement.

I  also recognized E . D. N ixon, 
pres ident o f the local o rgan iza­
tio n  o f the B rotherhood o f  Sleep­
in g  C ar P orte rs . A  lean, ta ll,  
dark, raw-boned man, he is  an 
old  tim e  c iv i l r ig h ts  and union 
f ig h te r  in  M ontgom ery. I  re ­
membered w h a t one leader had 
said o f  h im : “ W e have m any 
fine leaders, bu t i f  i t  hadn’t  been 
f o r  E. D. N ixon  th is  movem ent 
wouldn’ t  be where i t  is today.”

A  cheer rose as Rev. M a rtin  
L u th e r K in g , P resident o f  the 
Association entered. He is a 
young man, on ly  27, and b u t a 
sho rt tim e  fro m  his Boston edu­
cation, I  was to ld . In  tow n on ly  
since 1964, he is the prom inen t 
leader o f a p o w e rfu l and e ffec tive  
movem ent p ro te s ting  segregation 
its e lf,  and th is  in  M ontgom ery, 
A labam a —  “ the  hea rt o f D ix ie .”

“ How had th is  a ll come 
abou t? ”  I  asked m yse lf. “ How 
did  a movem ent lik e  th is  get 
s ta rte d ? ”

Protest Leader

“Welling Up of Grievances”
A  w h ite  jo u rn a lis t who lives 

in  M on tgom ery had to ld  me pa rt 
o f  the answer. “ T h a t December 
5 p ro tes t wasn’t  called because 
o f  Rosa P arks alone. T h a t was 
ju s t  the las t s traw . There had 
been o the r a rres ts  —  and a long 
h is to ry  o f  incidents. F o r  one 
th in g  buses here don’t  have a 
fixed segregation lin e  lik e  they 
do in  B irm ingham . E ve ry th in g  
was up to  the  d r iv e r, and I ’m 
te ll in g  you, i f  i t  had been com­
pany p o licy  to  be rude, some o f 
those bus d rive rs  couldn’ t  have 
done worse. Sometimes the y ’d 
take a N egro’s money and drive  
o f f  before he w alked around to 
the back door.

“ W hy one tim e  the y  even a r­
rested a 13-year-old g i r l  fo r  not 
g iv in g  up her seat. They hand­
cu ffed  he r and took he r o f f  to 
ja il.

“ I ’m to ld , and not by Negroes 
e ither, th a t some o f  the d rive rs  
even carried  guns in  th e ir  boxes.”

E. D. N ix o n  had filled  the an­
sw er in  fu r th e r  a t a press con­
ference I  attended. “ Some o f us 
had tr ie d  to  get som eth ing done 
about those buses long before 
th is  pro test. W e tr ie d  to  ta lk  to  
the c ity  o ffic ia ls , b u t they 
w ouldn’ t  even lis te n . W hen M rs.

Parks go t a rrested th a t was the 
las t s traw . W e decided to  do 
som eth ing about i t . ”

The Rev. Thom as R. Thrasher, 
a w h ite  man, supplied a few  
more de ta ils  in  an a rtic le  in  the 
M arch 8 R eporte r. “ On Saturday 
Dec. S [th re e  days a f te r  the a r­
re s t and tw o  days be fore  the 
t r ia l ]  a num ber o f m im eograph­
ed and typed c ircu la rs  were dis­
tr ib u te d  in  the Negro commun­
i t y  c a llin g  on citizens to  stage 
a one-day p ro tes t by no t r id in g  
the c ity  buses the day o f the 
t r ia l . ”

T hree-quarters o f the  Negro 
rid e rs  stayed o f f  the buses th a t 
Monday, bu t the  judge  convicted 
M rs. P arks anyw ay, and fined 
he r $14. She appealed.

T h a t n ig h t about 5,000 N e­
groes attended the pro test m eet­
in g  a t the H o lt S tree t B ap tis t 
Church. Said Rev. Thrasher, 
“  i t  appears the re  was a
general w e llin g  up o f grievances 
in  which the  specific case o f 
Rosa P arks was a ll bu t fo rg o t­
ten.”

“ A  genera l w e llin g  up o f  
grievances.”  I  was seeing i t  m y­
s e lf in  th is  h a ll, to n ig h t a t a 
d iffe re n t church, and three 
m onths la te r.

“We Shall Not Be Moved”
I  was rem inded o f  a descrip­

tion  by Jack Bolden o f “ Speak 
B itte rness”  m eetings by Chinese 
women d u rin g  the revo lu tion  
th a t ended the  ru le  o f  Chiang 
Kai-shek. H ere the b itte rness 
was voiced in  m usic and re lig ious  
phrases accom panying the m ore 
a rtic u la te  protest.

The b itte rness had welled up 
and overflow ed th a t n ig h t three 
m onths ago, the n ig h t the  M o n t­
gom ery Im provem ent Association 
was born.

Once aga in  E. D. N ixon ’s 
words came to  m ind. “ W e could 
have settled th is  th in g  long ago 
i f  the w h ite  leaders had ju s t  sat 
down and ta lked  to  us, b u t a fte r  
th a t f ir s t  day i t  was too late. 
W e had to  go on. O ur people 
ju s t  insisted. They voted to  go 
on w ith  the  p ro te s t u n t il we 
got som eth ing defin ite , and we 
organized the  association r ig h t  
the re  on the spot. Rev. K in g  was 
elected President.”

The Rev. K in g  was on the 
p la tfo rm  now, th ree  m onths 
la te r. He handed a sheet o f pa­
per to  the cha irm an, a penciled 
agenda. I  could see the line  
across the  top. I t  said, “ Mass 
P ro test M eeting .”

The m eeting began o ff ic ia lly  
w ith  a sp ir ited  p ra ye r and a

read ing  fro m  the scrip tu res. The 
audience responded tra d itio n a lly .

S h o rt speeches w ere in te r­
spersed w ith  hym ns. I  don’ t  re ­
m em ber the  o rd e r o r a ll the 
names. I  jo tte d  down phrases: 

“ 1956 w il l  be ou r finest hour.”  
“ Lo rd  —  take p ity  on those 

who m ay g row  discouraged.”  
“ W e’re  g ro w in g  so b ig , we 

need the coliseum — ”
Response: “ L e t’s ask fo r  it . ”  
“ W e’ l l  keep on even i f  we 

have to  go to  ja i l ;  w hy we a l­
ready been to  ja i l . ”  S ing ing 
cheers.

One o f the hym ns I  knew  w e ll. 
I  had even sung i t  on the p icke t 
line, though the words bad been 
s lig h t ly ,  and the  rh y th m  much 
d iffe re n t. “ I  sha ll no t, I  shall 
not be moved . . . ”  There was 
no cho ir, none was necessary. 
“ I ’m on m y  w a y  to  heav’n, I  
sha ll no t be moved . . . ”

I t  was overpow ering. M ore 
than tw o  thousand practiced 
voices s in g in g  toge the r and w ith  
a cause to  s ing  fo r .  The music 
ro lled and swelled. I  started 
s in g in g  m yse lf. A  few  people 
sm iled. “ Jus t lik e  a tre e  th a t ’s 
s tand in ’ b y  the  w a te r . . . ”  A 
flash  bu lb  popped as someone 
took ou r p ic tu re . “ W e sha ll not 
be moved.”

Asia, Africa -  Montgomery
The Rev. K in g  spoke: “ You 

know w hether we want to  be or 
not, we are caught in  a great 
m om ent o f h is to ry  '. . . I t  has 
reached the po in t where you are 
p a rt o f th is  movem ent o r you 
are against i t  . . .  I t  is  b igge r 
than M ontgom ery . . . ”

Cheers, response: “ W e are
somebody . . . ”  Cheers.

“ The vas t m a jo r ity  o f the 
people o f the  w o rld  are colored 
. . . ”  T h is  was acclaimed. “ U p 
u n t il fo u r  o r five  years ago m ost 
o f the one and one-quarte r b i l­
lion  colored peoples were ex­
p lo ited  b y  em pires o f the west 
. . . ”  H e lis te d  the  places. “ In ­
d ia. China, A fr ic a . Today many 
are free  . . . A nd  the re s t are 
on the road . . .  W e  are p a rt 
o f  th a t g rea t m ovem ent . . . ”  
Cheers.

He spoke o f the Bandung con­
ference. “  . . . and ano the r sec­
tio n  o f  th a t movem ent m et on a 
cold December evening in  the 
Hope S tree t B a p tis t Church.”  
Cheers.

“ We m ust oppose a ll exp lo ita ­
tio n  . . . W e w a n t no classes and 
castes . . .  W e w a n t to  see 
everybody fre e  . . . ”  Cheers 
again.

“ God isn ’ t  ju s t  in te rested in

fre e in g  ju s t Negroes, God is  in ­
terested in  fre e in g  a ll people 

>»
“ W e m ust never use ou r 

bro ther as a means bu t always 
tre a t h im  as an end.”

H e lis ted a num ber o f fam ous 
Negroes. “ Is  th a t w h y  the  w h ite  
man should respect us? Because 
wo gave the w o rld  g re a t men ? 
N o th a t ’s no t w hy. H e should 
respect us because— because God 
made us both.”  W ild  cheers.

“ Each in d iv id u a l is  im p o rtan t. 
The poor uneducated person is 
an im p o rtan t person. W e are im ­
po rtan t as ind iv idua ls  .  . . ”  
Cheers.

“ There a re  several methods to 
b r in g  about social change. One 
is  dam aging, v io le n t revo lu tion  
. . . W e won’t  use i t . ”

He spoke o f  passive resistance, 
o f Ghandi and o f  C h ris t. “ W e 
a re  us ing  the methods o f  the  son 
o f G alilee . . . h is peaceful 
methods . . . toppled the Roman 
E m pire  and s p lit  h is to ry  in to  AD  
and BC.”

He fin ished w ith  “ W e're  gonna 
love everybody. Jus t gonna stay 
o f f  the buses!”  L a ug h te r, cheers.

A  young guest, a m in is te r 
fro m  Chicago on the  p la tfo rm  
ne x t to  me said, “ B oy, th a t ’s
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gre a t, I ’m  gonna move to  M on t­
gom ery.”

The m in is te r sm iled. E. D. 
N ixon looked serious, as usual.

One speaker looked a t the  two 
o ther w h ite  reporte rs  as he to ld 
about how the papers had re ­
ported the  p ro te s t leaders d r iv ­
in g  around in Cadillacs. “ O f 
course M r. A sbe ll is too fine a 
jo u rn a lis t to  make a m is take  lik e  
th a t on purpose. I t ’s ju s t tha t 
he doesn’t  know  how to  spell 
Ford.”  La ugh te r. “ I  make a mo­
tio n  to  buy M r. A sbe ll a d ic tion ­
a ry .”  La ug h te r, cheers. The re ­
po rte rs  looked nervous.

One speaker said, “ 1 w ish the 
gentlem en o f the press would 
get th is  . .  . There is one th in g  
we in  the South deeply resent. 
And th a t is  th a t whenever we 
show some element o f s e lf-re ­
spect . . . you say somebody 
fro m  the  outside taught us th a t.”  
H is  voice rose. "W e  don 't have 
to  have N orthe rne rs  to  te ll us to 
act lik e  human beings. That's  
what w e 're doing n o w !"

“ M any w h ites a re  w ith  us,”  
said a speaker, and the people 
cheered.

A  m in is te r fro m  B irm ingham

-(•Isaid, “ W hen you  ge t th ings 
s tra igh tened ou t down here you 
can come on up and help us do 
i t  the re .”  “ W e 'll come. W e 'll be 
there.”  Cheers.

H e said the B irm ingh am  peo­
ple were th in k in g  o f m aking  a 
mass p ilg rim a g e  to  M ontgom ery. 
“ We figu re  maybe w e 'll ride 
down to  the o u ts k ir ts  o f town 
some fine day and a ll ge t to ­
ge ther and W a l k ,  ch ildren, 
W a lk !”  There were oohs and ahs. 
Faces ligh ted  up, and cheers.

The tra n sp o rta tio n  com m ittee 
made its  re p o rt. T h is  is  one o f 
the tw o  com m ittees in  the Asso­
c ia tion . The o the r is  the financia l 
com m ittee. (M rs . Id a  Mae Cauld- 
w e ll, financ ia l secre ta ry o f A m ­
algam ated C lo th in g  W orke rs  Lo­
cal 490 here, is  on the financ ia l 
com m ittee.)

These com m ittees c a rry  on the 
rea l w o rk  o f the Association. The 
car pool, w h ich transp o rts  the 
en tire  N egro  w o rk in g  population 
to  and from  th e ir  jobs every 
day, is  a com plicated but e f f ic i­
ent apparatus. I t  runs on less 
than $3,000 a week.

M any o f the ro u g h ly  90 (no 
one seems to  know  the exact 
num ber because o f confusion o f 
names) ind ic ted  as “ leaders o f 
a conspiracy to  boyco tt”  were 
not ac tu a lly  in  the  leadership o f 
the Association b u t bad s im p ly  
loaned th e ir  cars to  the  pool.

A n e ffic ie n t- lo o k in g  wom an in 
a da rk  business s u it took the 
stand to  ask fo r  the o ffe r in g  
(dona tions). She is  in  the insu r­
ance business. She said she had 
received le tte rs  fro m  ch ild ren  up 
N o rth  who were w o rried  about 
he r sa fe ty . “ Come on up here 
m othe r, we’ve on ly  go t one 
m other, you know .”

The audience responded, “ I  get 
those too, yes me too.”

She said, “ I  sa t r ig h t  down 
and w ro te  them  th a t I ’m  gonna 
stay r ig h t  here and f ix  i t  so’s 
you don’t  have to  go in  the back 
door when you come down to 
v is i t  y o u r m other.”  The crowd 
cheered.

In  general, sta tem ents about 
s ta y in g  in  M ontgom ery to  f ig h t 
segregation received the loudest 
response o f  any.

She said, “ W e’ l l  never he sat­
isfied w ith  segregation again.”  
And tha t was the theme o f  the 
en tire  m eeting.

I remembered the statem ent 
o f  a young N egro  student when 
1 had asked h im  w ha t would

happen i f  the leaders o f  the A s- 
soeiation were to  agree to  end 
the p ro test. “ Oh th a t would 
never happen,”  he had said. 
“ They b r in g  proposals r ig h t  be­
fo re  the m eeting and the people 
there would never go fo r  th a t.”

“We’re Growing Up Fast”
A nd E. D. N ixon  had to ld  the 

repo rte rs : “ I  w ou ldn ’ t  w ant to 
he the one to  make the  proposal. 
We tr ie d  tha t once around Feb.
1 when we file d  the su it to  cha l­
lenge the segregation law . We 
brough t in  a proposal to  go back 
on the buses and f ig h t  i t  ou t in 
the  courts. B u t i t  was too la te 
fo r  th a t. One wom an jum ped up 
and said, ‘ I 'm  gonna keep w a lk ­
in ' u n t il I  can s it  in  them  seats 
I  been stand in ’ alongside o f fo r  
a l l these years.’  E verybody jo in ­
ed in  w ith  her and th a t was the 
end o f th a t.”

“ I f  we g o t the  f irs t  come f irs t 
served ru le , I  th in k  we could get 
’em back on the buses, r ig h t  
away, b u t I  don’t  know  ju s t 
where w e’d go fro m  there . A ll 
those th rea ts  and bombs and a r ­
rests made people aw fu l mad 
. . . I t ’s too la te  fo r  go in back.”

“ W e’ve been ch ildren too long, 
now we’re g row ing  up fa s t,”  
someone said. The crowd cheered 
— a m usical cheer.

The collection speaker made 
an appeal fo r  N A A C P  member­
ships. “ Anyone who isn ’ t  a mem­
ber come down Sunday and jo in  
. . . Y o u 'll need the N A A C P  the 
rest o f  you r li fe  . . . They te ll 
us the N A A C P  has com m unists 
in  i t  . . . th a t’s ju s t to  scare 
you o f f  . . . the N A A C P  doesn’t 
have a n y th in g  to  do w ith  com­
m unists.”  (T h is  was the on ly 
tim e  in  the en tire  m eeting that 
e ith e r the N A A C P  or com m un­
is ts  were m entioned).

Then the collection began. The 
people filed th rou gh  the aisle 
past a tab le  in  f ro n t  o f the 
stage. There was no confusion in  
the overcrowded h a ll. Everyone 
moved qu ick ly , row  by row , in 
pe rfec t order.

I rose and filed  ou t w ith  the 
line. M ine was now the  on ly  
w h ite  face. N ear the door a

la rge young man stood, h is da rk  
face a live. He held out a bog 
hand. I  shook it  hard, and pass­
ed on ou t the door and started  
w a lk in g  back to  town.

I  was th ir s ty  and wanted a 
c ig a re tte , b u t th is  was a Negro 
neighborhood, and I  d idn ’t  know 
i f  I  could go in to  one o f  the 
sm all res tau ran ts  a long the  w ay 
o r not. I  d idn’ t  take a chance. A 
p ro w l ca r showed and tw o  w h ite  
cops eyed me suspiciously.

I  stepped in  a puddle and go t 
m y  shoe fu l l  o f w a te r. I  stubbed 
m y  toe on a rock because there  
was no s tree t l ig h t.  I  cursed the 
lack as so m any who lived here 
over the years m ust have done 
w a lk in g  in the  o ther d irec tion . I  
reached the sidewalks, bu t i t  was 
la te . I  had to  go clear down 
tow n be fore  I  found an open 
cafe ne x t to  an over-the-road 
bus depot.

Inside I  drank tw o  soda pops 
and listened b r ie f ly  to  a conver­
sation between tw o  men. “ Lo rd  
knows I ’ve a lw ays  liked n iggers. 
I ’ l l  be glad when th in gs  settle  
down again. W e a lw ays go t along 
so w e ll. T h is  is a po lite  tow n. I  
don’t  know w hat they’re  k ic k in ’  
up such a fuss about.”

O utside I stood sm oking fo r  a 
mom ent. The ra in  had stopped 
and the n ig h t was clean and 
be a u tifu l. A  ta ll young N egro  in  
denim pants and kh a k i s h ir t  ap­
proached me. “ Please, s ir , w i l l  
you buy me a pack o f c igare ttes 
in there? They g o t none a t the 
depot.”  I  took h is  money and 
bought the pack. H e bowed 
s lig h t ly  as he too k  i t  and said, 
“ Thank you, s ir .”  and w alked 
qu ick ly  tow ard the depot.

1 turned and walked my las t 
w a lk  down the streets o f the 
po lite  c ity  o f M ontgom ery, A la ­
bama, and I'm  te ll in g  you —  I  
cried.

Automation -  "Calling A ll Jobs” ?
By Robert Chester

“ W ith  t  h e cooperation o f 
A m ericans in  a ll w a lks o f life , 
ou r standard o f l iv in g  w il l  sky­
rocket, prices drop, m arke ts  ex­
pand and the tem po o f p rosper­
ity  accelerate,”  procla im s the 
N A M  pam phlet on autom ation 
en titled  “ C a lling  A l l  Jobs.”

There is  no doubt th a t indus­
t r y  is  r id in g  h igh . The 1955 
year-end analyses indicated i t  
was a peak yea r in  production 
and p ro fits . S tocks rem a in  a t top 
levels, and m any corpora tions 
are s p lit t in g  them  up a f te r  f u r ­
the r accumulated gains.

Huge investm ents in  n e w  
p lan ts  and equipm ent have been 
announced. G e n e r a l  M otors, 
S tandard O il, Ford, and U.S. 
Steel have b illio n -d o lla r p ro ­
gram s in  the hopper. The m aga­
zine Business W eek estim ated 
th a t to ta l expenditures w i l l  ex­
ceed $33 b illio n s  in  1956. W ith  
a ll these b r ig h t  prospects the 
N A M  pred ictions, i f  correct, 
should be born  o u t b y  exam ina­
tion  o f  the facts.

W h a t stands out d ra m a tica lly  
is  the  com petition  between the 
corpora tion  g ian ts . The speed 
w ith  which a f irm  can autom ate, 
thus c u tt in g  ove r-a ll p roduction 
costs and increas ing ou tpu t, de­
term ines how much o f the m a r­
k e t i t  can grab. E ve ry  advance 
announced b y  General M otors 
was im m ed ia te ly  equaled by 
F ord . The sm a lle r corporations, 
squeezed by the leaders, s trugg le  
desperately to  keep up.

The Process takes place uneven­
ly . W h ile  one autom ated p lan t 
m ay take over p a rt o f  the na­
tio n a l production o f a commod­
ity ,  the  o ther p la n ts  in  the chain 
t r y  to  ra ise th e ir  levels by 
speed-up. S ta tis tics  o f  increased 
p ro d u c tiv ity  re su ltin g  fro m  au­
to m a to n  have not been sepa­
rated fro m  increased p ro d u c tiv ity  
re s u lt in g  fro m  m echanization o r 
speed-up. The  figu res  include 
one, tw o  o r a l l three fac to rs .

The Federal Reserve Index o f 
M anufactu red  goods stood a t a 
h igh  o f 140 in  M ay, 1955, w h ile  
to ta l m a n u fa c tu rin g  em ploym ent 
stood a t  12,816,000. T w o years 
previous, in  M ay  1953, when the 
index stood a t  139, a lm ost the 
same p o in t, m a n u fa c tu rin g  em­
p loym ent stood a t 13,699,000. In  
tw o  years tim e  883,000 w orkers  
were e lim ina ted  fro m  the p ro ­
duction lines, w h ile  production 
per w o rk e r repo rted ly  increased 
between 3%  to  6%.

The ra te  o f  p ro d u c tiv ity  per 
w o rke r is  a ya rd s tick  o f indus­
t r ia l g ro w th . A t  the  W ash ing ton 
hearings be fore  the  Senate- 
House Subcommittee. Secretary 
o f Labor James M itc h e ll re p o rt­
ed “ an annual ra te  o f increase 
fro m  1947 to  1953 ra n g in g  fro m  
3%  by one m easure to  3.6% by

another.”  He did  n o t re p o rt the 
changes th a t have taken place 
since 1953.

Studies by the D epa rtm en t o f 
Commerce estim ate an increase 
o f 4% fro m  1954 to  1955 w h ile  
the Federal Reserve Board e s ti­
m ate lis ts  i t  a t 6% . Despite a ll 
those va ria tio ns  in  figu res the 
trend is  clear. P ro d u c tiv ity  con­
tinues to  rise  a t an ever fa s te r 
ra te  due, a t  least in  p a rt, to  the 
increasing in troduc tion  o f au to­
m ation. Leon K eyse rling , eco­
nom ic advisor to  fo rm e r P resi­
dent T rum an , even p red ic ts  a 
ra te  o f 5%  to  7%  in  the next 
fe w  years.

These figu res are, o f  course, 
the na tiona l averages. F o r  in d i­
v idua l industries  the ra te  is  o f­
ten h igher. A t  the  W ash ing ton 
hearings O tto  P rägen, research 
d ire c to r o f  the In te rn a tio n a l 
Chemical W orke rs  U n ion  re p o rt­
ed th a t chqmical o u tp u t since 
1947 rose m ore tha n  50% w ith  
an increase o f  w o rke rs  o f  on ly  
1.3%. Betw een the m iddle o f 
1953 and the m idd le  o f  1955 the 
steel in d u s try  required 70,000 
few e r men to  produce the same 
q u a n tity  o f  steel, a cu t in  m an­
power o f  about 15%.

R eports fro m  the auto, elec­
t r ic a l.  telephone, ra ilroa d , m in ­
in g  and o th e r indus tries  showed 
the same trend . P ro d u c tiv ity  was 
r is in g  m ore ra p id ly , w h ile  em­
ploym ent rose a t a much slower 
ra te  o r declined o u tr ig h t.

BOSSES’ A R G U M E N T S
In  answer, the  em ployers 

cla im  th a t in  the  pa s t new in ­
dustries  have a lw ays made up 
fo r  the em ploym ent declines in 
the o lder ones. They cite the 
fa c t th a t boom tim es are here 
fo r  the  250 la rg e  m achine-tool 
bu ilders, who are now producing 
autom ated equipm ent a t a ra te  
exceeding the  $3 b illio n  m ark 
annua lly .

W h ile  th is  in d u s try  booms, its  
la rg e r e ffe c t is  to  displace m ore 
w orkers  tha n  before since the 
products are m a in ly  o f  the “ la ­
bo r saving”  type. N o r does i t  
open new fie lds o f  in d u s try  as 
d id, fo r  exam ple, the  g ro w th  o f 
the autom obile in du s try . T h is  e f­
fec t o f au tom ation  on new indus­
t r ia l expansion was analyzed by 
W a lte r S. Buckingham  in  the 
M ay, 1955 M o n th ly  La bo r Re­
view. H e concluded: “ A u tom a­
tio n  does n o t prom ise to  create 
as much secondary investment, 
as have some e a r lie r  develop­
m ents o f technology.”

Bureau o f  La bo r s ta tis tics  
show w h a t is happening to  the 
w orkers  driven  out o f in d u s tr ia l 
production. T hey  are forced in to  
se lling , sendee o r  c le rica l occu­
pations, u su a lly  a t low er ra tes 
o f pay, o r in to  the ranks o f  the 
unemployed. W ith  the e n try  o f 
au tom ation  in to  the c le rica l fie ld

i t  too w i l l  see a re la tive  decline.
Thus, w h ile  the boom was on 

in  1955, w o rke rs  forced out o f 
industries  could s t i l l  find  other 
jobs. W ith  a decline, the e ffects 
o f au tom ation . m echanization 
and speed-up w i l l  qu ick ly  le ng th ­
en the unem ploym ent lines.

A u tom ation  has had its  most 
rap id  advance in  the la rg e r in ­
d u s tria l establishm ents. A s a re ­
s u lt the pressure on m any sm a ll­
e r companies becomes m urder­
ous. “ Sm all firm s ,”  comments 
the Consumers R epo rt fo r  Oct. 
1955, “ tee te r between go ing au­
tom a tic  r ig h t  aw ay . . .  a t the 
r is k  o f in s ta llin g  autom atic  
equipm ent th a t w i l l  in  its e lf  be­
come obsolete ne x t year —  and 
w a it in g  to  see w h a t happens in 
th is  fie ld ."

P. B. W ish e rt o f M inneapolis- 
H oneyw ell R e gu la to r Company 
counsels sm a lle r f irm s : “ A  fo r ­
w ard lo ok in g  au tom ation  pro­
g ram  can enable a sm all com­
pany to  cause an upheaval in  its  
com petitive  fie ld.”  H is  advice is 
to  concentrate on a fe w  h igh 
volum e item s.

M any sm all businesses are go­
in g  under fro m  the pressure. 
“ W hy,”  asks the Senate Small 
Business Com m ittee, “ in  a pe­
riod  characterized by, a three 
s h if t  in d u s tria l a c t iv ity ,  trem en­
dous sales volum e and record 
m ak ing  p ro fits  do w e find  such 
a h igh  ra te  o f  sm all business 
bankrup tc ies?”

A utom ated p lan ts , produce 
g re a te r p ro fits  fo r  the corpora ­
tions. F o rd  expects to  pay o f f  its

autom ated Cleveland engine p lan t 
in  three years. General M otors 
announces over $1 b illio n  p ro fit  
fo r  1955, w h ile  a t the same tim e  
i t  p ro jec ts  a $1 b illio n  p rogram  
o f investm ent in  new p lan ts  and 
equipm ent. Thus the increased 
p ro fits  fro m  au tom ation  serve to  
hasten m ore autom ation , in tensi­
fy in g  its  e ffec ts  on em ploym ent 
and a llow in g  the corpora tions to 
prepare an an ti-un ion  offensive.

S ig n ifica n tly  prices have n o t 
dropped, b u t risen , in  au to  and 
o ther industries . Senator Joseph 
C. O’Mahoney commented a t the 
C IO  Conference on A u tom ation , 
A p r i l 4, 1955: “ I t  has been 
pointed ou t th a t the technology 
o f au tom ation  is  lik e ly  to  find  
its  fu lle s t use in  the so-called 
‘adm in is tered p rice ’ industries  
where prices are no to rio us ly  in ­
sensitive to decreases in  cost.”

W e can conclude from  th is  ex­
am ina tion  th a t the pred ictions o f 
the N A M  are not be ing born  out. 
B ig  Business is on the  o ffens ive : 
the s tandard  o f liv in g  is  no t 
skyrocke ting , b u t displacem ent 
o f w o rke rs  is  r is in g  instead; 
prices have no t dropped b u t 
r ise n ; the tempo o f  p ro sp e rity  
has speeded up fo r  B ig  Business 
bu t not fo r  the re s t o f  business 
o r fo r  the w orkers.

Instead o f  an expanding d y ­
nam ic economy w ith  a b r ig h t 
fu tu re , the basis has been la id  
fo r  an economic cris is  o f m a jo r 
proportions. The  e ffe c t o f  au to­
m ation  is  to speed up a ll the 
fac to rs  leading to  the c ris is  ra th ­
e r than to counteract them.

STRIKE VOTE A T  DODGE
D E T R O IT , M arch 10 —  A com­

pany speed-up d rive  accompany­
ing the recent d ras tic  la y o ffs  and 
short w ork weeks forced workers 
a t C h rys le r C orpo ra tion 's  Dodge 
M ain  p lant in  H am tram ck to  take 
a s tr ik e  vote M arch 8. The vote 
was 9,376 to 408 in  fa vo r o f a 
s trike .

I f  authorized by the  in te rna ­
tiona l union the s tr ike  w i l l  in ­
volve the  12,000 members o f U A W  
local 3 who are s t i l l  em ployed a t 
Dodge. The re s t o f  the local’s 
25,000 members are la id  o ff .  The 
p la n t was shu t down several tim es 
las t week when the com pany sent 
enitiire s h ifts  home because some 
w orkers  refused to  subm it to 
speed-rip.

Joseph Cheat Local 3 president, 
said the dispute is  over ju s t  w hat 
5s a “ fa i r  day’s w o rk  fo r  a fa ir  
day’s pay.”  He said m anagem ent 
is  seeking a 17% average in ­
crease in  o u tp u t w ith o u t an in ­
crease in  the num ber o f workers.

In  asking fo r  the s tr ik e  vote 
the loca l’s executive board said: 
“ Lay o f f  h a lf  o f the men and then 
make the re s t do the same amounlt

o f  w o rk  is the w ay C hrys ler wants 
to modernize and autom ate  its  
p lants. Dodge w orkers  are sick 
and tired  o f  being con tinua lly  
hounded by bosses. They are s ick 
and tire d  o f being sent home on 
the s lig h te s t p re te x t. T hey  are 
s ick and tire d  o f  s h o rt w o rk  
weeks and m iserable w e lfa re  pay 
Checks. . . The m anagem ent idea 
o f ba rga in ing  is th a t the un ion 
agree w ith  whate%re r  the  man­
agem ent w ants. W h a t the man­
agem ent w ants is th a t we have 
a union in name only.

“ W e w i l l  no t surrender! W e 
w il l  f ig h t to  pro tect our sen io rity  
and ou r r ig h ts  won d u rin g  b itte r  
s tr ik e  ba ttles. We w i l l  f ig h t to  
pro tect ou r con tra c t and our 
unlion. Back you r un ion; vote 
s tr ik e !”

Speed-up drives and accompany­
ing con tract v io la tions by the auto 
corpora tions are general in  D e­
t ro it  now. Members o f  U A W  loca l 
15 at G M ’s F leetwood p lan t here 
last week voted 86% in  fa vo r o f 
a s tr ik e  to  make the company liv e  
un to  se n io r ity  agreements. The 
p lan t employes 5,000.


