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Beck Is Not the Target
L e t there be no mistake about this. We 

are and always have been unalterably 
opposed to racketeering in the labor 
movement. The very notion tha t unions 
should be free o f the greed, the chiselling, 
the d ictatoria l procedures tha t permeate 
every institu tion  o f capita list society was 
born in the radical movement o f the 
w orking class. The IW W , the socialists 
and communists, all who toiled, and those 
who gave th e ir lives to bring the labor 
movement into existence, did so fo r love 
o f th e ir fellow-men. not fo r money. In  
its  origins and in its historic significance, 
the labor movement is the negation o f the 
capita lis t code of self-enrichment at the 
expense o f others.

For the Teamsters union we want 
noth ing more than tha t Beck should be 
kicked out o f his posts w ith  dispatch 
—  but we want this done only by the rank 
and file of the Teamsters union. When 
the capitalist press and the capitalist poli­
ticians —  so short a time ago on such 
friendly terms with this “labor boss” —  
want to clean the house of the labor move­
ment, ! they want to clean it out of 
existence. I t ’s the labor movement they 
hate, not Dave Beck.

FAKE MORAL OUTRAGE
W hy is the Senate suddenly “ m orally”  

outraged at the fact tha t Beck allegedly 
‘ ‘borrowed”  several hundred thousand 
dollars out o f the union t il l?  Do the ir 
hands not dip frequently in to the U.S. 
Treasury —  to mention one item, fo r 
“ investigating”  trip s  all over the world. 
Do they not take pay-offs in the form  
o f campaign expenses from  industria lists? 
Do they not know how industry habitually 
dips in to the U.S. Treasury by checking 
o ff  fo r tax purposes as business expense 
Cadillacs, yachts, forests to hunt in, 
sw im ming pools, etc., all very legally of 
course —  the capita list politicians see to 
th a t in constructing the tax laws?

And why is Meany so outraged? Surely 
he has not been ignorant all these years 
o f the fortune his dose associate has been 
amassing as a “ labor Czar.”  W hy did 
Meany choose the very moment tha t Beck 
used his constitutional r ig h t under the 
F if th  Amendment to call an “ emergency”  
session of the A F L jCIO Council? Meany 
is scared o f the build-up fo r the biggest 
anti-iunion campaign since passage o f the 
Ta ft-H artley  law. Instead of fig h tin g  th is  
attack, he quivers w ith  fear, sputtering: 
see how outraged we are w ith  th is  cor­
rup tion ; most of us are rich, bu t we are 
honest; we’ll help you against the crooks!

OUR PREVIOUS W ARNING
B u t timorous pleas' won’t  help. Con­

gress, representing the biggest “ rack­
eteers”  —  the B ig Business crowd tha t 
owns and runs the country —  f ir s t  hauled 
“ Communists”  before i t  fo r  “ investiga­
tion .”  When there’s no evidence o f crimes 
committed and the police therefore can’t  
be used, congressional hearings are held 
to smear organizations and isolate them 
fo r  persecution. A t  th a t time we warned: 
“ This is ju s t the beginning. The ultim ate 
ta rge t is the entire labor movement.”

I t  was just the beginning. Now Con­
gress is after the Teamsters union. Will 
Meany engage in expulsions and thus 
divide the labor movement further? Can’t 
these labor bureaucrats who boast of 
being “clean” see wfhat the Big Business 
scheme is?

The W all Street Journal makes i t  clear 
enough. I t  opened its  account o f the Beck 
hearing w ith  the observation, “ Dis­

closures o f union corruption are unloosing 
broad legislative demands to curb labor’s 
power.”  (B ig  Business is making the 
demands.) The Christian Science M onitor 
begins its  report w ith  the observation 
th a t the Senate hearings “ seem more 
like ly  to result in restrictive  trade-union 
legislation than anyth ing th a t has hap­
pened in the United States labor move­
ment in the past ten years.”

TOP U NIO N OFFICIALS BLIND
The senators “investigating” Beck 

made no bone that they were out for 
the scalp of the whole labor movement. 
Thus Sen. McNamara (D-Mich.) told 
BTeck, “Certainly you are placing the 
15,000,000 Americans in some jeopardy 
when you are inviting, by your conduct 
in the past, legislation that will curb all 
of these members.” (See story, page one.)

Everyone is onto the game except — 
the labor bureaucrats, the very ones who 
are supposed to defend the unions against 
such attacks. M urray Kempton, New York 
Post reporter, visited the AFL-C IO  o f­
fices in Washington fo r a ta lk  w ith  W il­
liam F. Schnitzler, Secretary-Treasurer 
o f the AFL-CIO. Kempton suggested tha t 
“ the sins, o f labor leaders were as nothing 
beside the sins o f corporations.”  Schnitzler 
answered, “ I  don’t  give a damn what a 
corporation does. That doesn’t  ju s t ify  a 
union representative tak ing  a 3-cent 
stamp.”

But tha t is not the issue. B ig thieves 
don’t  fa ll out w ith  lit t le  thieves in  order 
to stop the ancient a rt o f thievery. 
Schnitzler supports the Senate investiga­
tion even as he told Kempton, “ I t  means 
an end to organizing.”  The f ir s t  product 
o f the “ investigation”  is to cripple in 
infancy the drive to organize Southern 
workers and white-collar workers.

The biggest evil in the labor movement 
today is the policy of class collaboration 
(co-operation w ith  management) th a t is 
pursued by all the top labor officials, 
“ clean”  o r not. I t  is precisely this policy, 
encouraged by B ig  Business and..-.the 
Senatoi's, th a t provides the ground fo r 
corruption. The employers don’t  “ get 
along”  w ith  unions tha t f ig h t fo r  the 
interests of the ir members. Those bureau­
crats who want nothing more than to 
“ do business”  w ith  the boss s ta rt making 
deals a t the expense o f the workers 
whether o r not they get a kick-back fo r 
the ir “ consideration.”

McCa r t h y  t o o

Is anyone so naive as to th ink  the Sen­
ators are going to restore a policy o f class 
struggle to the labor movement? That’s 
the last th ing  they want. W hat they’re 
a fte r is to make i t  more d iffic u lt to strug­
gle when the workers s ta rt to move again 
fo r the ir rights.

And finally, isn’t there something 
monstrously obscene about S e n a t o r  
Joseph McCarthy, with all his shady 
financial dealings, grilling Dave Beck 
about shady deals? Doesn’t it give the 
whole game away— a shell game in which 
the Senators slip in some more anti-labor 
legislation, like the Taft Hartley Slave 
Labor Act, while people are staring with 
fascination at Senatorial “indignation” at 
corruption?

I f  the Senators really want to clean th is 
country of corruption, let them s ta rt at 
the top and work the ir way down. That 
would keep them busy fo r a couple o f 
centuries and long before they finished 
the workers would have settled accounts 
w ith  the labor Czars.

By Murry Weiss
W hen Khrushchev’s “ secret”  re­

po rt to  the 20th Congress o f the 
Com m unist P a rty  o f the Soviet 
U n ion was published ea rly  last 
June, H o w an l Fast, the w e ll- 
known nove lis t who was then 
w r it in g  a column fo r  the D a ily  
W orker, voiced an anguished cry  
o f despair and protest in  an a r t i­
cle en titled  “ M an’s Hope.”  Th is 
a rtic le , published in  the June 12 
D a ily  W orker, detailed his per­
sonal reaction to  the ghastly  re v ­
elations o f Khrushchev; in his 
concluding sentences Fast said:

“ . . . i f  Russia has in me a 
friend , i t  also has a severe and 
im placable c r it ic . N ever again 
w i l l  I  rem ain s ilen t when I  can 
recognize in jus tice— regardless o f 
how th a t in jus tice  m ay be w rap ­
ped in the d ir ty  linen o f expedi­
ency o r necessity. Never again 
w ill I fa i l  to question, to demand 
proof. Never again w i l l  I  accept 
the ‘clever’ ra tiona le , which ap­
pears to make sense bu t under 
sc ru tin y  does no t.”

S T IL L  FOR S O C IA LIS M
In  th is  same artic le , Fast, as 

i f  in  a n tic ip a tion  o f the in e v ita ­
ble a ttack  from  ¡S ta lin ist die- 
hards, re ite ra tes his dedication to 
socialism , his ha tred o f c a p ita lis t 
in jus tice , his be lie f th a t the So­
v ie t Union is a “ socia lis t land”  
w ith  many pi-ogressive achieve­
ments and his opposition to the 
“ fools and scoundrels (w ho) use 
the madness and wickedness o f a 
hand fu l o f  Soviet 1-eaders as an 
excuse to preach the destruction 
o f the socia lis t p a r t o f the 
w o rld .”

S ho rtly  a fte r  the appearance of 
th is  a rtic le , Fast stopped w r it in g  
fo r  the D a ily  W o rke r; rum ors c ir ­
culated as to w ha t had happened 
to  h im  b u t no th in g  conclusive be­
came known u n t il on Feb. 1 the 
New Y o rk  T im es published an in ­
te rv ie w  in  which F ast announced 
his res igna tion  fro m  the Com-

H O W A R D  F A S T

m un is t P a rty . In  the  M arch issue 
o f 'M ainstream , a cu ltu ra l, m ag­
azine close to the CP, Fast, on 
the in v ita t io n  o f the ed ito rs , ex­
p la ins the reasons- fo r  his deci­
sion “ in term s o f comnvunism and 
m o ra lity .”  The ed itors rep ly  in  a 
leng thy  comment. .

I t  is  apparent fro m  his M a in ­
stream  a rtic le  th a t Fast has not 
a lte red his basic v iew po in t du ring  
the m onths o f silence whi?h fo r 
h im  m ust have been f ille d  w ith  
a p a in fu l in ne r s trugg le  to  de­
cide w hat course to  take.

A  PRO TEST
As' fo r  his decision to q u it the 

Com m unist P a rty  he advances 
tw o  reasons: “ F irs t ly ,  as the on­
ly  extrem e p ro tes t aga inst the 
course o f events in  the commun­
is t  w o rld  th a t  I  saw as being 
m ean ing fu l <and pu rpose fu l; and 
secondly, because I  fee l th a t the 
Com m unist P a rty  o f the U n ited  
States —  m ostly  th rou gh  events 
'beyond its  c o n tro l— is com pro­
mised to  a p o in t where i t  can no

longer make any e ffec tive  con­
tr ib u tio n  to: the con tinu ing  s tru g ­
gle fo r  democracy and social 
ju s tice .”

A s  in his June 1>2 a rtic le  in  the 
D a ily  W orker, Fast, again em- 

¡phasizes th a t his opposition to 
the crimes o f the bureaucratic 
clique ru lin g  the ¡Soviet Union in 
no w ay induces h im  to see any 
v irtue s  in A m erican  o r w o rld  cap­
ita lis m . H-e goes fu r th e r  and de­
clares where he stands on the 
revo lu tiona ry  up ris ings in  the 
Soviet o rb it :

“ B u t w ith in  the Soviet Union, 
an increasing con trad ic tion  be­
tween Com m unist P a rty  leader­
sh ip  and' p ractice and evo lv ing 
soc ia lis t society ex is ts ; and in 
good tim e  th is  con trad ic tion  w ill 
become in to le rab le  to  the Soviet 
people.

“ W here then does the d u ty  o f  
the man o f good w ill,  the p rog­
ressive, the socia list, the com­
m un is t lie?  I  answer th is  ques­
tion  on ly fo r  m y self. I  say th a t 
i t  lies w ith  socialism , w ith  the 
ancient and enduring  dream  of 
brotherhood, w ith  the Soviet 
people, who tw ice  created ou t of 
ru ins  the fab ric  and po ten tia l of 
a good society, w ith  the Poles, 
who so g p lla n tly  w ent th e ir  own 
w ay ' toward ' dem ocratic 'socia lism .

“ I  say th a t i t  does no t lie  w ith  
the pre tentious dogm atism  o f So­
v ie t leadership, indicted no t on ly 
fo r  th e ir  acquiescence in  the 
crim es o f S ta lin , bu t £<w tiveir 
con tinu ing  record o f in to le rance 
and dogm atic bossism since the 
exposure o f those crim es.”

REJECTS. O F F IC IA L  S T A N D
F a s t does n o t accept in  any 

w ay the o ff ic ia l S ta lin is t explana­
tion  fo r  the crim es revealed in the 
Khrushchev re p o rt:

“ I also experienced fo r  the f i r s t  
t im e  [a f te r  reading the ‘secret’ re ­
p o rt])  the lim ita tio n s  o f the man, 
K hrushchev, no t on ly  in  his de­
scrib ing  the he ll he p ic tu red  as

Ex-Slave Laborers Win 
Compensation at Farben
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By John Black
I .  G. Farben, the la rges t G er­

man chemical and dye t r u s t  has 
ju s t signed an agreem ent to  pay 
damages to some o f its  fo rm er 
employes, to  the tune o f 30 m il­
lion ' German m arks. (F ig u re  
about tw o  m arks to  the d o lla r .) .  

One m ig h t in fe r  fro m  th is  th a t 
some fo rm e r employes had de­
manded back wages and th a t the 
company had decided to pay. 
However, th a t is no t the w ay i t  
happened— not quite.

N E V E R  P A ID  
The t ru th  is th a t the employes 

had never been paid a cent 'by 
I .  G. Farben, a lthough they 
worked ve ry  hard and one m ig h t 
the re fo re  assume deserved com­
pensation. B u t then they did no t 
ask fo r  the jo>b a t I. G. Farben. 
e ither. T h is  company was one o f 
m any th a t asked fo r  and was 
given the “ use”  o f concentration 
camp inm ates by H it le r ’s govern­
ment. A nd  use i t  they did.

B u t le t us begin a t the begin­
n ing . I .  G. Farben appeared on 
the scene in 1925 w ith  the m erg­
er o f s ix  la rge  chemical and dye 
companies in G erm any. I t  was 
second on ly  to  the German steel 
t ru s t  in  size, em ploying an av­
erage o f 1.00,000 w orkers in 
peacetime. O wnership o f its  stock 
was w ide ly  dispersed, except fo r  
about o n e -fifth  o f the vo tin g  
stock, which was concentrated in 
the hands o f  71 stockholders, who 
w ith  the m anagem ent ran th is  
empire.

I.  G. Farben was indeed a state 
w ith in  a state. A nd i t  was un­
touchable. Cabinets came and 
went, but I .  G. Farben was a l­
ways represented. The p re -w ar 
w o rth  o f its  assets (s ix  to  seven 
b illio n  m a rks ), its  enormous re ­
search budget (1 3A b illio n  m arks 
between 1926-44), its  ownership 
o f 40,000 patents, 30,000 o f which 
were fo re ign , its  ca rte l agree­
m ents w ith  r iv a l fo re ign  con­
cerns —  a ll these placed I .  G. 
Farben in  second place in  the

w o r l d  chemical conste lla tion . 
Farben had branches in  every 
coun try  and was pow erfu l every­
where. In  the U n ited  States, John- 
F oster Dulles, now President E is ­
enhower’s Secretary o f State, was 
one o f Farben’s légal representa­
tives.

By Anne Chester
M anager, P ioneer Publishers
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F A R B E N  GOES TO W A R
B u t i f  Farben was a power in 

peace tim e, i t  re a lly  came in to  
its  own du rin g  the w ar. W ith o u t 
Farben, H it le r ’s panzers could 
no t have b litzed in to  ne ighboring  
countries. W ith o u t Farben, the 
L u ftw a ffe  could not have sent 
one plane in to  the a ir. In  p a r­
t ic u la r, tw o patents from  Farben 
vau lts  were the the key  to its  
im portance. Farben chemists 
knew how to  make Buna— a syn ­
the tic  rubber, and they were able 
to produce gasoline by a coal 
hydrogenation process.

N obody can do ve ry  much w ith , 
l'ust a patent. I t  takes workers to 
bu ild  the p lan ts and to  operate 
them, and Germ any had m illions 
o f men in un ifo rm . To make up 
fo r  them , the Reich im ported 
some seven m illio n  forced labo r­
ers from  the occupied countries. 
W hen th a t proved inadequate, 
H it le r  added some tw o m illio n  
prisoners o f  w ar. B u t the indus 
t r ia l  magnates cried  fo r  more, 
and so H im m le r authorized the 
use o f concentra tion camp in ­
m ates fo r  ce rta in  tasks.

I.  G. Farben had shown a d if ­
fe re n t k in d  o f in te res t in  these 
inm ates on a p r io r  occasion. F o r 
m any years the  fasc is t theore ti 
cians had dreamed o f ways and 
means o f rem oving undesirable 
n a tion a litie s  fro m  th is  w o rld  bv 
some sweeping measure. I .  G 
Farben supplied one of its  lead­
in g  researchers to aid in the 
quest fo r  the so lu tion. D r. W il­
helm F. Tauboeck o f the Farben 
la b o ra to ry  a t Ludw igshaven did 
h is “ f ie ld  w o rk ”  a t the Laken- 
•bach concentra tion camp. Here he 
adm in istered a vas t s te r iliz a tio n  
p ro ject, in je c tin g  h is human 
guinea pigs (m a in ly  gypsies) 
w ith  chem ical prepara tions. He 
undoubtedly added a pa ten t or 
tw o to  the Farben hold ings, 
thereby.

S L A V E  LA B O R
N a tu ra lly , i t  was impossible to 

open the camps and send the in ­
mates to w o rk  in the e x is ting  
fac tories . These a n ti-fa sc is t “ un­
desirables”  m ig h t poison the 
m ind  o f o ther w orkers  w ith  th e ir  
ideas and tu rn  them , too, against 
the regim e. F ac ilit ie s  had to  be 
b u ilt  r ig h t  inside the concentra­
tion  camps. A t  A uschw itz  alone, 
10,000 were p u t to w o rk  bu ild ing  
the  Buna-Leuna w orks r ig h t  in ­
side the compound. F o rty  thou­
sand inm ates were then pu t to 
w o rk  in them.

T ru e , w o rk ing  conditions were 
bad. B u t then, reasoned Farben 
executives, concentra tion camps 
aren’ t  exactly  resort, camps. A t 
the M anow ice Farben camp, the 
la W r tu rno ve r was repotted to  
b« 300%  a year. In  th is  Camp as

m any as a hundred a day died 
from  exhaustion. Few lasted over 
th ree  m onths. E ig h t m iles away 
fro m  th is  oamp was the Farben 
Fuerstengruben (coal m ines). 
Here tbe m urderous speed-up and 
■the general na ture o f  Farben “ la- 
bor-m anagem ent”  re la tions led to 
the in te rven tion  o f the SS oamp 
guards who had to p reven t fo re ­
men fro m  beating the w orkers to 
death. (T h is  item  is  taken from  
the records o f the postw ar Nue- 
rem berg tr ia ls .)

B u t the real innovations, which 
Farben in troduced fo r  its  em­
ployes were the gas ovens b u ilt  
conven iently close to the Farben 
compounds a t B irkenau. W orkers  
who fe ll i l l  and thus could no 
longer stand the b ru ta l ra te  o f 
e xp lo ita tion  were gassed and 
crem ated there.

the w o rk  o f one man, bu t in the 
cynicism  o f his d e fin itio n  and ex­
p lanation  o f th is  as “ the c u lt o f 
the in d iv id u a l” — an exp lanation 
no t on ly em pty, bu t a lm ost face­
tious in its  unrelatedness to the 
events i t  describes.”

F a s t’s exp lana tion  o f the phe­
nomena o f S ta lin ism  seems to be 
developing along tw o  m ain lines:

(1) There is som eth ing in the 
ve ry  s truc tu re  and h is to r ic a l de­
ve lopm ent o f Com m unist parties 
w h ich lead them to  fa l l  prey to a 
“ tra g ic  con trad ic tion .”  In  order 
to  c a rry  ou t th e ir  m ission o f op­
posing fascism  .and colon ia l op­
pression, etc., they require  dis­
c ip line . P rog ram m a tica lly  they 
are fo r  freedom. B u t “ in other 
circum stances,”  presum ably when 

.they are in power, o r under the 
in fluence o f those in  power, “ th e ir 
v e ry  s truc tu re  denies freedom  
w ith in  its e lf ;  a g a ins t oppression, 
th e ir .  , ve ry  s truc tu re  oppresses 
w ith in  its e lf ;  and. conceived as a 
libe ra ting , force, the m onolith ic  
power s truc tu re  chokes both the 
dem ocratic process and the lib e r­
ating, though t. T h e ir h is to rica l 
developm ent has been tow.ard an 
ever increasing and ever more 
r ig id  bureaucracy—-and th is  very  
process nu rtu res  an ego tis tic  and 
dehumanized s tra tum  o f  leader­
ship, w h ich is perpetuated to  a 
po in t where the  th re a t o f recall 
m ust be seen by leadership as a 
th re a t to the existence o f the 
o rgan iza tion . The ra tiona le  of 
those in power can then tu rn  in to  
paranoiac ha tred and corrod ing 
susp ic ion.”

(2) The Soviet U n ion  is a so­
c ia lis t society in its  economic and 
social s truc tu re . B u t instead of 
ach ieving a h igh e r degree o f de­
m ocracy than cap ita lism , the 
m o s t  e lem entary dem ocratic 
r ig h ts  established by the bo u r­
geois revo lu tion  have been de­
nied. F ast obviously considers 
th is  question to be re la ted  to  the 
previous po in t— the seeds o f des­
potism  inhe ren t in the ve ry  s truc ­
tu re  o f C om m unist pa rties . He 
counterposes to “ socialism  w ith ­
ou t lib e r ty ”  and the con trad ic to ry  
character o f the Com m unist pa r­
ties  an eth ica l s truc tu re  which he 
appears to be proposing as an in - 
dispensible in g re d ie n t o f socia list 
doctrine.

F a s t’s views deal w ith  fun da ­
m enta l problem s con fro n tin g  the 
re vo lu tio n a ry  soc ia lis t move­
m ent today. I t  is v ita l to discuss 
the questions he raises w ith  the 
u tm ost o b je c tiv ity  and tho rough­
ness i f  theory  is to p lay  its  
c ruc ia l ro le  in  the  lib e ra tio n  o f 
the w o rk in g  class. There are a 
num ber o f  po in ts  th a t im ­
m ed ia te ly  suggest themselves as 
an agenda fo r  such a discussion.

F irs t, the re  is  the con trad ic tion  
F ast ca lls a tten tion  to between 
the CP leadership in the Soviet 
U n ion and “ evo lv ing  soc ia lis t 
society.”  Is  he correct in  ascrib ­
in g  the con trad ic tion  to  some­
th in g  basica lly  w rong  in  the ve ry  
s tru c tu re  o f  the C om m unist 
■parties. E a r l ie r  discussions in

the soc ia lis t m ovem ent over 
w hethe r S ta lin ism  is the log ica l 
outcome o f Le n in ’s conception o f 
the  ro le  and s tru c tu re  o f the 
re v o lu tio n a ry  p a r ty  m ay cast 

' l ig h t  on the k in d  o f th in k in g  
F a s t expresses today.

D E F IN IT IO N  OF S O C IA LS M
Second, there is the question 

o f w hethe r o r not i t  is correct, 
in  any sc ie n tific  soc ia lis t sense 
o f the te rm , to  describe Soviet 
socie ty as “ socia lism .”  This is  a 
p a r tic u la r ly  im p o rta n t question 
since so m any tim es in  the  past, 
those aw akening to the crim es 
o f S ta lin ism , and confounding 
these crim es w ith  the ‘ ‘inhe ren t 
n a tu re ”  o f a soc ia lis t society, 
have declared: “ I f  th is  is social­
ism , then I  am fo r  c a p ita lis t 
democi'aCy.”

T h ird , the re  is the question o f 
the views o f M arx ism  on such 
ab s tra c t slogans o f c a p ita lis t 
democracy as “ freedom ”  and 
“ ju s tic e ,”  and th e  reflation o f 
socia lism  to  them .

The answer o f the M a instream  
ed ito rs  to  F a s t should also be 
examined. AIL they can counter­
pose to  F a s t’s argum ents a re  the 
sophisticated apologetics fo r  
S ta lin ism  and S ta lin ’s he irs th a t 
are to  be found in the  books o f 
Isaac Deutscher. These are a ll 
to the e ffe c t th a t the bureau­
c ra tic  d ic ta to rsh ip  w i l l  re fo rm  
its e lf  in  the d irec tio n  o f  socia lis t 
democracy.

F in a lly , the re  is the question 
o f F a s t’s conduct and m ethod 
as a re v o lu tio n a ry  in te lle c tu a l 
who has the resp on s ib ility  to  
he lp C om m unist w o rkers  solve 
the  te rr ib le  problem s and d ilem ­
mas th a t they, as w e ll as F as t, 
are beset w ith .

( F ir s t  o f a series)

Charge Mellet Govt. 
With Using Torture 
On Algerian People

C ritic ism  continues to m ount in  
France against the re ign  o f te r ­
ro r  waged by the French govern­
m ent against the A lg e ria n  na­
t io n a l independence movement.

In  the cu rre n t debate in the 
N a tiona l Assem bly, Robert La- 
coste, French M in is te r Residing 
in  A lg e r ia  was questioned about 
the suicide, M arch 23, o f a Mos­
lem law yer, A li Boum endjel, who 
had been arrested as a “ rebel sus­
pect.”  A  deputy -belonging to  the 
Roman C a tho lic  P opu lar Repub­
lican Group charged th a t there 
appeared to  e x is t in  A lg e r ia  a r­
b itra ry  detention and, i f  no t to r ­
tu re , “ a t least exhausting  in ­
te rro g a tio n s .”  He demanded th a t 
the governm ent o f “ S ocia lis t”  
P rem ier M o lle t p u t .an end to 
practices th a t the French res is t­
ance movem ent had fo u g h t d u r­
in g  the G erm an occupation o f 
France. Lacoste is also a “ so­
c ia lis t.”

G ET R IC H  A G A IN
Wfhen the w a r ended w ith  H it-  

e r’s defeat. Farben d irec to rs  and 
board members were tr ie d  fo r  
w a r crim es. T w en ty -th re e  stood 
in  the do?k. Ten, o f them  w ent 
scot-free, and the  o the r th irteen  
received to ta l p rison term s of 
56 years, o f which they served 
on ly  a fra c tio n . They were re ­
leased to  aid in  the dem ocratiza­
tion  o f Germany.

The Farben t ru s t  was broken 
up in to  fo u r  la rge  concerns b u t 
was a'ble to  conserve much o f its  
assets and cap ita lize  on them ifl 
the boom o f the co ld -w ar period. 
Despite the loss o f its  fo re ign  
ho ld ings and the confiscation o f 
its  p roperties  in  E a s t Germ any. 
Farben was f in a n c ia lly  sound 
enough to  convert its  stock a t a 

■face-value ra te  o f  nine fo r  ten. 
(T h a t is, fo r  every ten -m ark  
share they held in  Farben, stock­
holders were given a n ine -m ark 
share in  the fo u r  successor con­
cerns.) The new shares have a l­
ready soared w e ll above face v a l­
ue and are- s t i l l  r is ing .

•Of. tens o f thousands o f Farb- 
en’s unpaid concentra tion camp 
laborers, on ly  a few- thousand 
surv ived in to  the  postw ar period. 
Those who survived the speed-up 
were k ille d  when A llie d  planes 
bombed the Farben in s ta lla tio n s  
in  the camps. O thers maimed and 
phys ica lly  exhausted died soon 
a fte r.

A l l  in  a ll, on ly  2.500 have ap­
plied fo r  compensation. Farben 
decided to se ttle  ou t o f court. 
M anagem ent had p u t aside 180 
m illio n  m arks fo r  th is  even tua li­
ty . B u t when i t  came to  nego­
tia tio ns , Farben set 30 m illio n  
m arks as the top f ig u re  i t  would 
pay.

I t  is iro n ic  th a t Farben .was 
a c tu a lly  anxious to settle  the 
claim s. I t  seems th a t the German 
Federal governm ent had frozen 
some Farben ho ld ings u n t il a ll 
c la im s aga inst the company were 
paid. A t  the 1950 stockholders’ 
m eeting, i t  was demanded th a t 
the m a tte r be concluded, so th a t 
“ we can d rin k  champagne ag a in " 
— th a t is, collect the ve ry  t id y  
. dividends, due. on these hold ings.

Banks Calls for Labor 
Party in L.A. TV Talk
LOS ANGELES, March 24 —  “ The fountainhead o f the 

problems tha t face the people of Los Angeles, and all 
America, is the capita list rystem, Which places p ro fits  
above the needs and welfare o f the overwhelming m a jo rity  
o f the people,’' declared E rro tl Banks, socialist candidate 
fo r Mayor o f Los Angeles in  an address last n igh t over 
KRCA-TV.

Banks, who is running w ith  the endorsement o f the 
Socialist W orkers-Party, appeared on the TV  program to 
answer questions put by the League o f Women Voters. 
Banks was asked: “What do you believe is Los Angeles’ 
most serious problem? I f  elected, what would be your 
proposal for a solution to this problem?”

In  reply, Banks detailed the evils o f the capita lis t 
system and demonstrated the relevance o f th is basic issue 
to the Los Angeles M ayoralty race. He pledged tha t i f  
elected he would do the fo llow ing:

“ I w ill use my office to press fo r a 30-hour week at 40 
hours pay and to end the speedup in industry. I  w ill press 
fo r a cost-of-living bonus geared to the ris ing  cost o f 
living, unemployment benefits equal to  trade union wages, 
equal pay fo r women and a m inimum wage law based on 
union scales.

“ I  w ill f ig h t w ith  all my power to end segregation and 
discrim ination, to establish equal opportunities in jobs, 
housing and education fo r all, reinforced by a F a ir Employ­
ment Practices ordinance.

“ I  w ill strive fo r the repeal o f all so-called ‘loya lty ’- 
oath legislation, f irm  in  the conviction th a t no one should 
be persecuted or denied the r ig h t to earn a liv ing  because 
he dares to th ink, to attend meetings or jo in  organizations 
o f his choice.

“ I  w ill oppose open-shop practices and attem pt to make 
Los Angeles a 100% union town, convinced tha t strong 
democratic unions are the best possible guarantee against 
sub-standard wages and working conditions.

“ I  w ill immediately set about re instating the low rent, 
interracial housing projects which M ayor Poulson killed 
in  his f irs t  o ffic ia l act, and in itia te  scientific planning to 
coordinate all phases o f c ity  life, including transportation, 
recreation and housing.”

In conclusion Banks said that his candidacy should be 
viewed as a “first step —  a step toward the formation of 
an independent labor party to give political voice to the 
aspirations and needs of the working people.”

Howard Fast and Stalinism

T h is  week Pioneer Publishers! 
is  fe a tu r in g  a num ber o f classics' 
b y  Leon T ro ts k y  o f which only 
a lim ite d  num ber is ava ilable. 
These are :
LESSO N S O F  OCTOBER. 125 

pages, w ith  an in tro du c tion  
and exp lana to ry  notes, $4.00 
(c lo th  o n ly ).
T h is  is T ro ts k y ’s Concise s to ry  

o f the  s trugg le  among the B o l­
shevik  leaders over the organ iza­
t io n  o f the October 1917 revo lu ­
tio n . The essay p rec ip ita ted the  
b it te r  f ig h t  between the T ro t­
sky is ts  and the S ta lin  bureau­
cracy.

when the m ost im p o rta n t problem  
co n fro n tin g  t h e  in te rn a tio n a l 
w o rk in g  class m ovem ent was 
how to stop H it le r ’s com ing to  
pow er in  G erm any. T ro ts k y  a t­
tacks the  o ff ic ia l CP p o licy  o f 
no un ited f r o n t  w ith  the  Social 
Dem ocracy, except “ fro m  below,”  
and the la be lin g  o f the  Social 
Dem ocrats as “ Social Fascists.”  
He counterposes the  Le n in is t 
conception o f the un ited f ro n t  
to  the d iv is ive  S ta lin is t and 
Social Dem ocratic policies. The 
book is a m ust fo r  a ll students 
o f the s tru g g le  aga inst fascism .

* *  *


