
Statement of the Nationa 

Committee, C.P.U.S.A. 

The National Committee of the Communist Party, at its regular meet- 

ing, held on June 24, 1956, issued the following statement—ed: 

Tue pusLication of the State De- 
partment’s text of Khrushchev’s 
speech to a closed session of the 
20th Congress of the CPSU has 
given a fresh impetus to the already 
widespread discussions in our coun- 
try about the changes taking place 
in the Soviet Union. 
The State Department would 

like Americans to believe that noth- 
ing has changed in the Soviet Un- 
ion. It hopes to cancel out the posi- 
tive impact of the 20th Congress, 
which registered, among other 
things, a new relationship of world 
forces, opening up for the first time 
in history, the real prospect for a 
lasting peace. It hopes in this way 
to keep alive the disintegrating rem- 
nants of the cold war. 
However, the people of our coun- 

try who desire peaceful coexistence 
cannot but welcome the actions 
taken by the Soviet government 
since Stalin’s death as well as the 
determination expressed in Khrush- 
chev’s speech to end the brutalities 
and injustices which marred a period 
of Soviet life. 

The State Department wants the 
American people to believe that the 
tragedies, crimes and __ injustices 
which took place during the Stalin 
era are evils which are inherent in 
socialism. 

But the crimes against innocent 
people perpetrated under Stalin's 
leadership are, in fact, alien to so. 
cialism. They were an intolerable 
hindrance to the advance of social- 
ism. Socialism is dedicated to the 
liberation of mankind from social 
injustice and to releasing the full 
capacities for the flowering of hu 
manity. It requires an ever-expand- 
ing democracy, the growth of human 
freedom and personal liberties, the 
development of conditions which 
will ultimately eliminate altogether 
the use of force in the relations be 
tween people. 
We have been and will continue to 

be the proud supporters of socialism 
everywhere. We have fought and 
will continue to fight against the ef 
forts of big business to calumni- 
ate and vilify the Soviet Union and 
other socialist countries. 
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We Communists know that so- achievements and grandeur of social- 
cialism must eradicate the inhuman- 
ity of capitalist society. That is why 
we, above all, are deeply shocked by 
the revelations contained in Khrush- 
chev’s speech. 

In our opinion this speech should 
have been made public by the CPSU 
itself. We do not share the view 
that the questions dealt with, no 
matter how painful and abhorrent, 
are exclusively the internal affair 
of the CPSU. The role which the 
Soviet Union has played in world 
affairs for the last 40 years, and the 
defense of its socialist achieve- 
ments by workers in the United 
States and other countries have 
made these matters public issues 
everywhere. 
A basic analysis of how such per- 

versions of socialist democracy, jus- 
tice and internationalism were per- 
mitted to develop and continue un- 
checked for twenty years must still 
be made by the leadership of the 
CPSU. It needs also to be made by 
Marxists everywhere. Khrushchev’s 
contribution to the exposure of mis- 
takes and to the process of correction 
now going on, makes only a begin- 
ning in this direction. 
We cannot accept an analysis of 

such profound mistakes which at- 
tributes them solely to the capricious 
aberrations of a single individual, no 
matter how much arbitrary power 
he was wrongly permitted to usurp. 
It is just as wrong to ascribe all 
the mistakes and violations of social- 
ist principle to a single individual 
as it was to ascribe to him all the 

ist progress in the USSR. 
In our opinion the mistakes made 

were primarily a result of wrong 
policies and concepts arising in part 
out of the fact that the Soviet Un- 
ion was the pioneering land of so- 
cialism and was surrounded for 
decades by a hostile capitalist world. 
Some of these policies and concepts 
have already been repudiated. But 
the historic objective factors asso- 
ciated with these errors need to be 
more fully assessed. Also required 
is a further and deeper examina- 
tion of such questions as the struc- 
ture and operation of socialist de- 
mocracy in the Soviet Union and 
other socialist countries as well as 
of the new problems and perspectives 
arising as the workers of other lands 
move toward Socialism. This will 
illuminate the source of past errors 
and help avoid future ones. 
We are deeply disturbed by facts 

revealed in information coming from 
Poland that organs and media of 
Jewish culture were summarily dis- 
solved and a number of their leaders 
executed. This is contrary to the 
Soviet Union’s historic contributions 
on the Jewish question. Khrush- 
chev’s failure to deal with these out- 
rages, and the continuing silence of 
Soviet leaders, require an explana- 
tion. 
The Communist Party of the 

U.S. has some serious conclusions 
to draw from all this. For we are 
responsible to the working class and 
people of our own country. And to 
them we admit frankly that we un- 
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critically justified many foreign and 
domestic policies of the Soviet Union 
which are now shown to be wrong. 
We have begun to reexamine our 

previously oversimplified and wrong 
concept of the relations which should 
exist between the Marxists of vari- 
ous countries, including the social- 
ist countries. These relations must 
be based on the principles of serving 
the best national interests of each 
people and the common interests of 
all progressive humanity; of the 
equality of parties; of the right and 
duty of the Marxists of all countries 
to engage in friendly criticism of 
the theory or practice of the Marx- 
ists of any country, whenever they 

feel this is necessary. Far from 
weakening, this will strengthen in- 

ternational working class solidarity. 
This new approach was reflected in 

POLITICAL AFFAIRS 

the Daily Worker as early as last 
March as well as in the position 
adopted by the National Committee 
at the end of April. 

Our stand is rooted in the pri- 
mary concern of our Party for the 
present and future welfare of the 
American people. As an_ indepen- 
dent Marxist party of American 
workers dedicated to socialism, we 
seek to add our influence to ensur 
ing friendship of peoples and world 
peace. We shall continue to work 
for greater economic security, de. 
mocracy, and civil rights in our own 
country, and for unity with all so 
cialist-minded groups to attain so 
cialism by constitutional, peaceful 
means, expressing the free choice of 
the majority of the American peo- 
ple. 
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