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This convention is a midway point 
between the local and national con­
ventions. In large measure the local con­
ventions have already determined the 
general course which the membership 
wants the party to take. This state 
convention, however, should do more 
than just reflect the majority views on 
the questions already acted upon be­
low. I t  should seek to define the gener­
al areas of agreement emerging from 
the County Conventions, on which the 
whole party can unite; it should leave 
the door open for further comradely 
discussion of those questions on which 
there are differences and dissenting 
viewpoints; and it should seek to regis­
te r a clear position on behalf of the 
California membership, to place before 
the National Convention on a mandate 
for the basic changes necessary to 
transform our party into a more ef­
fective force fighting for the immediate 
needs of the American people, and for 
socialism.

The party emerged last year from 
a five-year period of repression into 
a new and different world situation 
than existed at the time of our last 
convention. On a world scale, Geneva 
had just marked the easing of world 
tensions. The 20th Congress of the 
CPSU recorded the emergence of the 
socialist camp as a world system, and 
with it as a powerful ally the vast 
group of nations moving toward 
national and colonial liberation, to ­
gether representing the great majority 
of mankind. While recent events in 
Egypt and Hungary make clear that 
we cannot oversimplify this analysis 
as tho the road ahead is smooth and 
straight without dangerous obstacles, 
the basic fact remains that the strength 
of the socialist camp and the neutral­
ist bloc, and the atomic stalemate, have 
made possible the realization of peace­
ful co-existence.

During the same period in our own 
country, the peak of the McCarthyite 
wave had passed and been turned back. 
The labor merger marked a more 
powerful and relatively united labor 
movement acting on the economic and 
political field, and making its power 
felt. And not the least important, the 
movement for Negro liberation from 
Jim Crow was reaching new and un­
precedented heights, and having 11 last­
ing impact on political alignments in 
the country.

Yet with all these promising pro­
spects, our party was plunged into a 
crisis. How do we explain it?  We 
started out by attributing our isolation 
primarily to sectarian mistakes in tac­
tics and political estimates. But while 
this was largely true, it did not go to 
the roots of our errors, nor explain 
why they were repeated again and 
again, which showed that we had not 
learned anything from them.

The 20th Congress and its after- 
math helped us to see the necessity 
for a more fundamental, approach to 
re-examining our status, and to review 
more basically programatic and theo­
retical questions, which the whole world 
Communist movement is engaged in. 
And from such a review of our own 
party’s history, we must draw the con­
clusion that our mistakes can be traced 
largely to the fact that we have not 
learned to treat the teachings of Marx, 
Engels and Lenin as a science, but as

a fixed dogma; and as a result we 
have failed to creatively apply our 
Marxist science to the unique and spe­
cific characteristics of our own country.

The fact tha t Marxism is a uni­
versally valid science with a uni­
versal application, has not prevented 
the C. P. of France from identifying 
itself with the best of French tradi­
tions, institutions, history, and culture; 
or the Italian party with Italy; or the 
Chinese party with China. Our party, 
if we are to be truly a party of the 
American working-class, must base it ­
self on American constitution, history, 
and traditions, in order to find the 
American road to socialism.

Our failure to take this as our s ta rt­
ing-point has led to the present situa­
tion, where our isolation is dramatized 
by the following: tha t two grave 
events have taken place in the past 
year or two without our playing any 
significant role in them — the merger 
in the labor movement, and the great 
struggle of the Negro people and their 
allies for civil rights. This is largely 
due to the fact that our concepts and 
policies were rigid and frozen, as tho 
there were no changes in the situation 
from the 20’s and 30’s: we had not 
taken into account what changes had 
taken place in the level of the mass 
movement and the character of the 
struggle, which would require new and 
different approaches, tactics, forms and 
methods.

In the period of the 30’s and 40’s, 
we were able to make notable contribu­
tions, in spite of all our weaknesses, 
in economic struggles, in the fight for 
Negro rights, in the anti-fascist and 
peace fights, because we pioneered in 
fields where no other force was giving 
leadership, or where we played a 
special role in initiating struggles 
which ethers took up. But the level of 
the mass movement has passed us up, 
and in the present stage of the struggle 
we can no longer play tha t same role 
today in the old way. Our failure to 
recognize this up to now is one of the 
big factors bringing about our crisis.

* *  *

A second aspect of our crisis arises 
out of the shattering revelations since 
the 20th Congress, regarding the mis­
takes of the CPSU leadership, the ex­
posure of the Stalin cult, and the 
crimes and violations of socialist prin­
ciples committed in the process of 
building socialism. This had a deep­
going effect on the entire world Com­
munist movement; but it had a special 
impact on our party, because of our 
undue reliance on the Marxists of other 
countries and the more mature parties 
as the interpreters of Marxist theory, 
and our inability to identify ourselves 
more as an American party. Our un­
critical approach to Soviet develop­
ments, and our failure to engage in 
Criticism of the policies of other Marx- 
is* parties, was based on the mistaken 
notion that it would harm socialism 
and weaken the peace fight. While we 
are proud of our record in defending 
socialist achievements and the cause 
of world peace, we must recognize 
that this uncritical attitude did not 
always help socialism or peace, and

was harmful to our party, because it 
closed the door to inquiring into ques­
tions which were long overdue for re­
view.
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Of the many harmful aspects of our 
approach, perhaps the most serious was 
the deadening effect it had on a 
creative approach toward developing 
Marxist theory further, toward dif­
ferentiating between those principles 
of Marx, Engels and Lenin which are 
universally valid and those which ap­
plied to a different period or historical 
circumstance. Living as we do in the 
most powerful capitalist country in 
the world, with its bourgeois demo­
cratic institutions, this has special sig­
nificance for us.

For instance, we have long advocated 
a peaceful, democratic road to social­
ism, but we have failed to spell it 
out iA terms of American conditions, 
so that our position appeared to be 
in contradiction to certain propositions 
of Marxism-Leninism, especially when 
they were viewed as rigid concepts. 
Even now, when a new world relation­
ship of forces opens up greater pos­
sibilities for a parliamentary path to 
socialist development in countries where 
democratic channels are open, we still 
have to defirfe more clearly, not only 
the differences between our country 
and those of Eastern Europe or China, 
but the differences even among the 
countries of bourgeois democracy. The 
path Jn Italy or France will develop 
in accordance with their respective 
histories and traditions, just as ours 
will develop in accordance with unique­
ly American characteristics, especially 
taking into account the contradictory 
factors of the role of monopoly capital 
on one hand, and on the other, the 
strong democratic and revolutionary 
traditions in our history, as well as 
the unique character of the Negro 
question in our country’s life.

The failure to define the specific 
national characteristics of the road to 
socialism in each country is one of 
the most serious and near-disastrous 
mistakes made by the C. P.’s of the 
Soviet Union and neighboring socialist 
nations; it led to serious consequences 
in the break with Yugoslavia, in 
Poland, and in Hungary where it proved 
almost fatal. No m atter how we will 
finally assess the events in Hungary, 
on which there are sharp differences 
in our party, we are all agreed tha t 
what contributed largely to the tragic

consequences was the mistaken ap­
proach that socialism in different 
countries can all be created in one 
mold.

The many-sided aspects of our Marx­
ist science demands that in defining 
the road to socialism, we determine 
not only what is common in all social 
development, taking as our starting- 
point the class nature of society, (and 
even tha t which is common is not 
necessarily uniform), but what is 
equally important, we must determine 
what is variable, such as national 
characteristics. The greatest errors of 
the world Gpmmunist movement, in­
cluding our own, lay in seeing almost 
exclusively the common factors in the 
world situation, and neglecting to 
assess the national factors a t least in 
practice, if not in theory. This led to 
a one-sidedness which is contrary to 
the essense of Marxism-Leninism.

Furthermore, certain valid concepts 
became frozen and inflexible, and lag­
ged behind the changes in the world. 
What applied in the theory and policies 
of the world Communist movement 
when the Soviet Union was struggling 
almost alone in a hostile capitalist 
world, had to be reviewed in the light 
of new reality, the emergence of social­
ism as a world system embracing one- 
third of mankind, allied with at least 
another third representing the new 
continents awakening to national liber­
ation. There was also a slowness to 
recognize the changes that have taken 
place in the capitalist world to meet 
the challenge of the socialist system.

Finally, the world Communist move­
ment which has contributed so much 
on the national question, must re-ex­
amine the new significance which this 
question takes on today, particularly 
in relations between socialist states. 
The grievous errors made by the 
CPSU on this question led to some of 
the most dangerous aspects of the 
crisis in Poland and Hungary, even 
after recognizing the earlier mistakes 
with Yugoslavia. (The Chinese party, 
in the course of a recent statement 
which gave a balanced view of Stalin’s 
role, candidly stated that the Soviet 
Union under Stalin was guilty of great- 
power chauvinism in some of its re­
lations with other socialist states.) But 
we are not just dealing here with a 
violation or distortion of Lenin’s teach­
ings on the national question. Lenin 
could not anticipate and spell out the 
complex problems of relationships that
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w ould arise  w ith  the m u lti tid e  of 
socialist s ta tes  th a t  cam e in to  being 
since h is tim e, no r all the  new  aspects 
of the national question w hen whole 
con tinen ts a re  m oving to w ard  na tiona l 
an d  social freedom .

I f  o u r theory  and p ro g ram  are  no t 
re freshed  to keep up  w ith  th e  com plexi­
tie s  of th e  new  w orld situation , w e will 
ru n  in to  new  crises. The g re a t lesson 
w e m ust le a rn  from  all this, is th a t 
in  th e  in te rp re ta tio n  o f M arx ism -L enin ­
ism  the re  is no exclusive m onopoly 
of wisdom in any  one p a rty , no m a t­
te r  how m atu re, o r any  one leader, 
no m a tte r  how g re a t h is contributions 
to  th e  strugg le  fo r socialism . There 
m u s t be a  re la tionsh ip  of equality  
am ong the various parties, w ith  no t 
only  the r ig h t b u t th e  d u ty  to  engage 
in  friend ly  f ra te rn a l criticism , and th e  
recognition  th a t  each p a r ty  is th e  final 
ju d g e  in ch a rtin g  its  own path . W e 
m ay  m ake m istakes in th is  w hile 
w c feel our w ay, b u t th is  should n o t 
d e te r us from  such a course.

T his does no t deny th a t  we can learn  
fro m  the rich  experience of th e  in te r ­
n a tio n a l w ork ing  class m ovem ent. W e 
can  adhere to  the  principle o f in te r ­
n a tio n a l w ork ing-c lass so lidarity  w ith ­
o u t n ega ting  p a trio tism  and  concern 
fo r the na tiona l in te res ts  of ou r own 
co u n try ’s people.

*  *  *

A th ird  feau re  of the causes of ou r 
crisis w as th e  bu reau cra tic  suppression 
o f dem ocracy in p a r ty  life, w hich h as 
been identified w ith  the te rm  “dem o­
c ra tic  cen tra lism ”, o r a t  least our 
concept of i t  as w e p racticed  it. T his 
h a s  unders tandab ly  been th e  subject 
fo r the  m ost in tense discussion and 
criticism , because the m em bership, con­
fro n ted  w ith  the  m istakes of the leader­
ship, feels th a t  i t  has never had the 
oppo rtu n ity  to  p ass  on the policies it  
w as  saddled w ith ; and th e re  w ere no 
channels in  p a r ty  life to  review  and 
co rrec t policies, no m a tte r  how ob­
viously m istaken  they  w ere proved to  
be in life. O ur b u reaucra tic  system  fed 
our dogm atism , because i t  m ade i t  
d ifficu lt if n o t im possible to  te s t our 
th eo ry  and policies in p rac tice . I f  the  
m em bership  is to  regain  any  confidence 
in  th e  p arty , ou r system  of o rgan iza ­
tion  and leadership  and our concept of 
discipline h as to  be d ras tica lly  re ­
vised; i t  w ill be the f irs t  te s t  of th e  
p a r ty ’s ab ility  to  m ake basic changes 
fro m  the past.

W e have in th e  p a s t confused u n a ­
n im ity  w ith  un ity ; lack  of dissent w ith  
ag reem en t; lack  of opposition w ith  
dicipline. W e m u st reco n s tru c t our 
p a r ty  on th e  basis of th e  b roadest 
possib ilities fo r dem ocratic  expression, 
rev iew  of policies, and th e  r ig h t of 
d issen t even a f te r  decisions have been 
reached. B u t being a  p a r ty  of action 
and  n o t a  debating  society, we m ust 
a lso  m a in ta in  a cohesiveness and u n ity  
so th a t  w e can be an effective force 
in  carry ing  ou t our policies once the 
m a jo rity  h as decided. The v o lun ta ry  
discipline w hich this en ta ils  will b ring  
m ore effective un ity , ever, w her th e re  
is  dissent, th a n  under th e  old concepts 
o f iron  discipline and monolithic unity .

I  w ould like to  single ou t only one 
o u ts tand ing  exam ple from  m any th a t  
could be given of how th e  system  of 
dem ocratic  cen tra lism  w orked  o u t in 
p rac tice  du ring  th e  p as t five y ear 
period.

A fte r th e  1950 conventions, the p a r ty  
leadersh ip  drew  the  conclusion, in  ef­
fec t, no t only th a t  th e  danger of w a r 
and  fascism  w ere increasing, w hich is 
n o t disputed, b u t th a t  a  w orld w ar w as 
im m inen t and fascism  w as ju s t around 
th e  corner. This w as th e  essence of 
th e  political estim ate  adopted  by the 
N a tiona l B oard  in  June, 1951, a f te r  the 
Suprem e C ourt decision upholding the  
S m ith  A ct, w hich w as characterized  
as  m a rk in g  a  “qualita tive  change” and 
a  “w holly new  situa tion” in  the  process 
o f fascization.

T here w ere differences, how ever, in  
th e  in te rp re ta tio n  of th is estim ate, in 
th e  o rgan iza tional conclusions to  be 
d raw n  from  it, and th e  w ay  it  w as to  
be applied in  th e  d is tric ts . A  m inority  
Viewpoint in  th e  N ational C om m ittee, 
w hich some of us in C alifornia sup ­
po rted  and  fo u g h t for, a rgued  ag a in st

equating  the  a ttem p ted  ou tlaw ing  of 
the p a r ty  w ith  fascism ; ag a in s t the  
concept th a t  th e re  w ere no possibilities 
to  fig h t fo r lega lity  and ag a in st o rg an ­
izational m easures w hich accepted the 
s ta tu s  of illegality  for the p a rty , m uch 
of it  self-im posed.

O ur S ta te  B oard, w hile i t  w en t along 
w ith  th e  overall estim ate , did n o t go 
a long  fu lly  w ith  th e  o rgan iza tional 
conclusions. T here w as general ag ree ­
m en t on th e  need fo r security  m easures, 
b u t we tried  to  com bine th e  m axim um  
am ount of secu rity  w ith  a  continued 
fig h t fo r legality . As a  result, we did 
n o t give up all public ac tiv ity  no r a 
public leadership, and  w ere able to  
survive th is  period w ith  less severe 
losses of m em bership in C alifornia, and  
m ain ta ined  a b e tte r  m orale and f ig h t­
ing  sp irit in th e  p a rty  w hich w as es­
pecially evidenced in th e  defense cam ­
paign around th e  S m ith  A ct tria l, sup­
p o rt fo r the P.W., peace cam paigns, 
and th e  W ells cam paign. -

The system  of leadership  established 
in C alifornia in  1951, w hile i t  sought 
to  foUow the national p a tte rn , differed 
from  elsew here in th a t  a  p a r t  of the 
leadership  continued to  p lay  public 
leadership  role. This w as characterized  
by the na tiona l leadership a t  th a t  tim e 
as reflecting  a  r ig h t oppo rtun ist line 
and  legalistic illusions. W e re jec t these 
charac te riza tions, and  we had to  fig h t 
over tw o years un til we go t th e  n a tio n ­
al leadership to  w ithd raw  th e n  and  
acknow ledge th a t  they  w ere m istaken . 
B u t in  line w ith  our genera l p rac tice  
n o t to  ta k e  a  debate in a h ig h e r body 
in to  a  low er body, th is  w as no t b rough t 
fo r  discussion to  an y  p a r ty  body below 
th e  S ta te  B oard and S ta te  C om m ittee, 
and  th e  p a r ty  m em bership  never had 
th e  oppo rtun ity  to  discuss it.

T here w as a prolonged stru g g le  no t 
only w ith  th e  na tiona l leadership on 
th is question, b u t i t  caused sh arp  d if­
ferences w ith in  th e  s ta te  leadersh ip  
w hich w ere never fu lly  resolved. 
F u rtherm ore , it placed the com rades 
w ho w ere in  th a t  period charged w ith  
th e  m ain  responsibility  fo r leadership 
in  th e  im possible position of try in g  to  
enforce a  na tiona l policy w ith  w hich , 
th e  m a jo rity  of th e  S ta te  B oard  dis­
agreed. H ad  we m ade some provisions 
fo r review ing these policies in  th e  
sta te , we m igh t have avoided some of 
th e  serious m istakes w e m ade in  th e  
course of th is  strugg le , and  th e ir  u n ­
due prolongation .

O ur basic error, how ever, w as in n o t 
challenging m ore d irec tly  the  political 
estim ate  itself, and in lim iting  o u r­
selves p rim arily  to  try in g  to  fig h t its  
political and  o rgan iza tional conse­
quences, w hich affected  us, too. W e 
suffered  a  loss of m em bership  of a p ­
p rox im ate ly  50% in  5 years  (com pared 
to  about tw o-th ird s n a tio n a lly ); we 
could no t avoid a  so r t of “u n d er­
g round” atm osphere; m any com rades 
c a rry in g  ou t assignm ents a t  g re a t self- 
sacrifice  suffered  hardsh ips; we de­
veloped an  . inner orien tation  and a  
g row th  of sectarianism ; and we, too, 
suffered  from  tendencies tow ard  liqui- 
dationism . F u rth erm o re , secu rity  con- 
sideraions could n o t fu lly  ju s tify  the 
bu reau cra tic  w ay  in  w hich w e in  the 
s ta te  leadersh ip  se t aside all sem blance 
of dem ocratic practices, and con tinu ­
ing  th is m ethod long a f te r  th e  situa tion  
has eased, w hen even necessary p re ­
cautions could be relaxed.

T hus our system  of dem ocratic  cen ­
tra lism  opera ted  in  such a  w ay, th a t  
once a  decision w as m ade by  a na tional 
or s ta te  body, i t  could n o t be challeng ­
ed or even reviewed, and d issen ting  op­
inions never becam e know n to  low er 
bodies o r th e  p a r ty  a t  large. These 
views could no t -be debated n o r tested 
in practice, and decisions could no t be 
changed except by  the in itia tive  of th e  
h ig h e r bodies. Thus, th e  notion th a t  
ou r p a r ty  m ust opera te  as tho  fa s ­
cism w as here  or w a r w as im m inent, 
w ould n o t have persisted  so long, w hen 
th e  p a r ty  found in p rac tice  i t  w as in ­
correct, if  we had  pe rm itted  th e  dis­
cussion of d issenting  views and provided 
channels fo r a  change of policy.

W hether we place th e  blam e fo r such 
m ethods on a d is to rtion  of dem ocratic 
centralism , or believe th a t  th e  system  
of dem ocratic  cen tra lism  itse lf is a t  
fau lt, it  should be evident to  all of us 
by now  th a t  such prac tices by any 
p a r ty  body w ere extrem ely  ha rm fu l to  
the  p a rty . The D ra ft C onstitution now 
before you, and th e  m any  am endm ents 
proposed in  th e  various counties and
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clubs, is aim ed a t  b reak in g  w ith  these 
p rac tices  of th e  past.

W e m ust also redefine ou r fo rm er 
concepts of the  “vanguard  ro le” of the 
p a rty . Some of our g rea tes t sec ta rian  
e rro rs  can  be tra ced  to  ou r erroneous 
conceptions of w h a t these te rm s m eant, 
as tho  w e could p lay  a  ro le “inde­
penden t” of the  m asses and th e  level 
of th e ir  consciousness. Of course, a  
M arx ist w ork ing-c lass p a r ty  does have 
a  distinctive unique role to  play, both  
in  the everyday s tru g g le s  as well as 
in developing socialist consciousness 
am ong the m asses. I t  m ust be a  p a r ty  
of action, because w orkers can  only 
come to  socialism  th ru  th e ir  own ex­
perience; i t  m ust engage in  education 
fo r socialism, a s  a  supplem ent to 
action. In  th e  past, we engaged in  the 
fo rm er and neglected th e  la tte r , and as  
a  re su lt th e  w o rk e rs’ experience in 
s tru g g le  did no t advance socialist 
consciousness. I f  we now  w en t to  the  
opposite extrem e, and lim ited  our role 
to  socialist education, i t  w ould ad ­
vance socialist Consciousness even less, 
because such education  to  be effective 
m u s t be based on experience in s tru g ­
gle. However, th is  rep o rt does no t a t ­
te m p t to  give a  definitive answ er r e ­
g ard ing  th e  concept of “vanguard  
ro le” ; th is w hole question  h as n o t been 
adequately  exam ined as y e t in  the 
p a r ty  discussion, and it still rem ains to  
be spelled ou t m ore clearly  and specifi­
cally.

A ll of th e  foregoing sum m arizes 
som e of th e  underly ing  concents of 
th e  D ra f t R esolution and th e  D ra ft 
C onstitu tion , especially  A m endm ents 1, 
2, and 3, and  the P ream ble, and in  ou r 
opinion these principles should be en­
dorsed by th e  Convention, and the 
genera l direction  of the D ra ft R esolu­
tion on these questions should be sup­
ported . W e can do so even tho  we 
recognize th a t  a  num ber of questions 
in  th e  D ra f t resolution  have been in ­
adequately  p resen ted  and  had  little  or 
no discussion, fo r lack  of tim e. The 
tra d e  union question, the N egro  ques­
tion, th e  an ti-m onopoly  coalition, th e  
A m erican road to  Socialism, an-1 m any 
o thers w ill still h ave  to  be gone into 
m ore fu lly  before  fina l conclusions can 
be draw n.

•
T he crisis in th e  p a r ty  h as had  v a ry ­

ing  reactions am ong our m em bership. 
Some see no th ing  new, and  th ink  the 
p a r ty  can rem ain  as it  is. On the o ther 
hand, some have qu it th e  p a rty , o r 
a re  u rg in g  dissolution, because they  
have lost fa ith  in the p a r ty ’s ab ility  
to  change, o r because they  th in k  the 
p a r ty  is too seriously com prom ised to  
m ake a  com eback. A num ber believe 
we should find  some w ay  to  build a  
new  “m ass p a r ty  of socialism ”. B u t 
th e  h a rd  fac ts  a re  th a t  such a  p a r ty  
w ill n o t arise  o u t of th in  air, in  com -
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ple te  d isregard  of th e  objective s i tu , 
ation . The various sm all socialist-m ind ­
ed sp lin ter g roups th a t  ex is t to d ay  
h a rd ly  fo rm  th e  base fo r such a  m ass 
p a rty . I f  w e dissolve, th e re  w ould be 
an  increase of frag m en ta tio n  and  
sp lin te r groups, and  th e  d is in teg ra tion  
of th e  la rg e s t and  m ost po ten t M arx is t 
grouping  w ith  a  w ork ing-class o rien ­
ta t io n  in th e  country, w hich our p a r ty  
s till is, w ould leave a  gap  th a t  w ould 
ta k e  a  long tim e to  fill. A t th is ju n c ­
tu re  in h isto ry , it  is inconceivable th a t  
ou r coun try  should be le ft w ithou t a 
M arx is t p a rty , if we w ere to  dissolve 
w ithou t an y  clear idea o f w h a t w ould 
ta k e  its place.

There is a  la rg e r  body of opinion in 
the  p a r ty  th a t  favo rs a  change in  nam e 
and  form , to  a political action  associ­
a tion  o r educational league. The chief 
a rg u m en ts  m ade for such a  change a re : 
th a t  i t  w ill help th e  f ig h t fo r legality ; 
th a t  i t  'w ill d ram atize  th a t  we a re  
m ak ing  basic changes, and w ill be m ore 
in keep ing  With th e  role we a re  capable 
of p laying; and  th a t i t  w ill clear th e  
w ay  eventually  fo r a  broader, un ited  
p a r ty  of socialism . On th is  question, 
w e have had  th e  m ost in tense debate 
and  th e  sh a rp est differences in  th e  
pa rty .

The g re a t m a jo rity  of th e  p a r ty  in  
C alifornia, as expressed in  local con­
ventions, h a s  gone on record  fo r m a k ­
ing  basic changes in our party , re ta in ­
ing  its ch a rac te r as a  w ork ing-c lass 
p a r ty  of action, applying M arx ism - 
L eninism  creatively, function ing  in a  
m ore dem ocratic  m anner; and the con­
ventions voted overw helm ingly ag a in s t 
a  change in nam e and fo rm  a t  th is  
tim e.

B u t in  our opinion, th e  m a tte r  is 
s ta te d  co rrectly  in  _ A m endm ent No.3 
to  th e  D ra ft Resolution, th a t  th e  v a ri­
ous proposals should be carefully  s tu d ­
ied and tho rough ly  discussed on th e ir  
m erits , and th a t  even a f te r  th e  con­
vention the question should n o t be 
considered closed, b u t le ft open fo r 
fu r th e r  exploration  and discussion, 
a f te r  w e have determ ined th e  co n ten t 
of ou r p ro g ram  and policy. W e believe 
th a t  in sp ite  of the opposing view ­
points, the m axim um  u n ity  can be 
achieved in  th e  p a r ty  by  re ta in ing  its 
nam e and form  a t  th is  tim e, while 
proceeding w ith  m ak in g  th e  basic 
changes necessary.

W e m u st w ork  to  s tren g th en  our 
re la tions w ith  o ther socialist-m inded 
groups in  th e  country . W e should dis­
cuss the question  of changes in  th e  
p a r ty  w ith  n o n -p a r ty  socialist-m inded 
w orkers and  leaders, in  o rder to  g e t 
th e ir  th in k in g  as to  w h a t is -he best 
w ay to  advance th e  m ovem ent fo r 
socialism . C ertainly  w e should n o t ta k e  
a  nega tive  approach  to  the goal of 
bu ild ing  a broader, m ass p a r ty  of soci­
alism . w hen th e  objective conditions

{ C o m t it iu td  o n  n e x t  p a g e )
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m atu re . Such a  party  w ill n o t come 
over-n igh t, bu t the changes we m ake in 
o u r p a r ty  now, w ill help pave th e  w ay 
fo r it. T hus a vote on nam e and  fo rm  
a t  ou r convention cannot close the 
m a tte r , and w e should be p repared  to 
continue th e  discussion in th e  p a r ty  on 
these  questions, in a com radely  way, 
a t some app rop ria te  tim e a f te r  th e  
convention.

•

I t  is p re tty  evident th a t  we a re  not 
go ing  to  se ttle  a ll questions a t  th e  con­
vention; on some th e re  w ill be sh arp  
division, on o thers th e re  should be no 
a tte m p t to. d raw  conclusions w ith o u t 
fu r th e r  investiga tion  and  discussion. 
T his p resupposes th a t  ou r p a r ty  has 
learned  how  to  conduct a free  and  open 
deba te  on policy and m ore fu n d a ­
m en ta l m a tte rs , (som eth ing  w e a re  very  
nev. a t ) ,  w ihout te a rin g  th e  p a r ty  to 
pieces. T here is a  d istu rb ing  tendency 
to  substitu te  ep ithe ts and  nam e-calling  
fo r  debating  th e  issues on th e ir  m erits, 
an c  if w e do no t successfully  com bat 
it, th is  w ill sp lit th e  p a r ty  in to  factions 
o r  fragm ents, and  drive people ou t of 
th e  party .

A t a  tim e w hen we a re  s triv ing  to 
b reak  w ith  the dogm atism  of th e  past, 
i t  w ould ill behoove us to  h astily  pass 
f in a l judgm en t on all proposals, even 
if  they  a re  in th e  m inority ; o r to  in ­
d iscrim ina te ly  b ran d  people as revision ­
is ts  o r liqu idation ists in the sam e old 
a rro g a n t w ay, because they  ta k e  a  d if­
fe ren t position in  th e  debate. A  dem o­
c ra tic  discussion calls fo r cu rb ing  th e  
tendency  to  charac te rize  everybody w ho 
w an ts  a  change of nam e o r fo rm  as 
being  a  liquidationist. w hich is ju s t  as 
w rong  as ta k in g  the  position  th a t 
everyone who is ag a in s t such a  change 
is an  incurab le  dogm atis t.

I t  w as th e  purpose of th e  N ational 
C om m ittee, in  addressing  i t s  open le t ­
t e r  to  th e  s ta te  and  local conventions 
and  clubs to  c rea te  an  atm osphere  in 
w hich the sh a rp es t debate can ta k e  
place w ithout splitting ' thq p a r ty  and 
to  preserve to  the fu lles t th e  channels 
fo r  dem ocratic  discussion a t  th e  con­
ventions and a fte rw ard s . The sp irit of 
th is  discussion w ill be one of th e  acid 
te s ts  and  w ill be so judged  by  m any

com rades w h eth er our p a r ty  h as  the 
capacity  to  m ake the changes we a re  
all ta lk in g  about.

In  the m ain  th e  county  conventions 
reflected  such a  hea lth y  spirit, and 
reg iste red  th a t  th e  p a r ty  discussion is 
grow ing in dep th  and  understanding, 
and  reach ing  a  new  level a t  w hich a 
com m on view point is beginning to 
em erge am ong th e  m a jo rity  of the 
m em bership, w hich we hope will be 
fu lly  reflec ted  a t  th is  convention, and 
its  fu ll im p ac t fo r u n ity  of the p a rty  
be decisively fe lt a t  th e  N ational Con­
vention.

* * *

The N a tiona l Com m ittee, w hen it  
opened up the  discussion on review ing 
our w ork  la st year, drew  the  general 
conclusion th a t  the severe losses th e  
p a r ty  suffered  in  th e  preceding five 
years, and our g row ing isolation, w ere 
due no t only because of objective con­
ditions and  difficu lties g row ing  ou t of 
repressions, b u t p rim arily  because of 
m istakes since ’45 in political esti­
m a tes  and tac tics, w hich w ere in the 
m ain  of a  le ft-sec ta rian  ch arac te r. A 
review  of ou r w ork  by  th e  S ta te  Com ­
m ittee , th e  C ounty  Com m ittees, and 
th e  clubs w ould undoubtedly  b ear th is  
out.

I t  is n o t the  purpose of th is  rep o rt 
no r w as th e re  tim e  to  m ake such a re ­
view. The discussion h as n o t been able 
to  tho rough ly  exam ine all these ques­
tions su ffic ien tly  to give a collective 
estim ate  to  th is convention on all th e  
fields of w ork  under review . This w ill 
have to  be done a t  th e  n ex t sessions of 
th e  S ta te  and  C ounty  Conventions a fte r  
th e  N a tiona l Convention, p robably  
som e tim e  in M arch.

Since th is rep o rt is n o t a ttem p tin g  
to  review  our w ork  in  the  s ta te , or 
fully' exam ine th e  n a tu re  o f ou r erro rs, 
I  w ould like to  u rge  you to  read  the 
S ta te  M em orandum  on Policy Q ues­
tions, w hich is supp lem en tary  m a te ria l 
fo r  use in  th e  discussion on ou- trad e  
union w ork, N egro  w ork, peace, and  
political action. T here a re  also im ­
p o rta n t questions such as th e  M exican 
question, youth, the cu ltu ra l field, fa rm  
w ork, and  m any  others, th a t  we m ust 
s t a r t  exam in ing  a f te r  th e  N ational 
Convention.

I  would like to  single ou t some

questions, how ever, w hich ough t to  be 
b rough t to  your a tten tio n  in th is  r e ­
po rt, even if th is  convention is unable 
to  discuss them  because of tim e, so 
th a t  it  can becom e p a r t  of th e  d iscus­
sion in th e  p a rty  betw een now and  th e  
M arch sessions of th e  convention.

* * *

Labor and Negro Questions

The tw o keystones of th e  con ten t 
of our p a r ty ’s w ork, its  c h a rac te r and 
program , a re  th e  trad e  union question 
and th e  N egro  question. T here is a 
ju stifiab le  d issa tisfac tion  on the p a r t  
of our tra d e  union com rades, and even 
m ore am ong our N egro  com rades, th a t  
these questions have had  insuffic ien t 
discussion in the  party , a ltho  some 
valuable discussion m a teria l h a s  been 
issued nationally  fo r th is discussion. B e­
cause of lack  of tim e, only one of th e  
county  conventions, (E . B ay — A la ­
m eda and  C ontra C osta counties), 
ac tu a lly  heard  rep o rts  on these two 
questions, and  adopted resolutions deal­
ing  w ith  them . This b ig  gap  in the 
discussion generally  is ac tu a lly  hold ­
ing  back  m any com rades from  fu lly  
accep ting  the proposed changes in 
p a r ty  concept, because of th e ir u n ­
ce rta in ty  a s  to  w h a t the proposed 
changes w ill have on our basic a p ­
proach  to  Labor and the N egro people.

A M arx ist p a r ty  is judged by its  
o rien tation  to  the w orking-class and  
its  m ass policy in th e  labor m ovem ent. 
Thus one of our basic deficiencies has 
been th a t  our approach  and  o u r policies 
have no t been rooted in the rea lities of 
th e  A m erican labor m ovem en t The 
g rea t con trad iction  is th a t  we have a  
pow erful trad e  union m ovem ent, th a t  
m akes its  pow er fe lt bo th  o?- th e  eco­
nom ic and political field, out w here th e  
ideology of th e  ru ling-class, and  the 
concessions i t  has been forced to  give, 
have had a deep effec t on the level of 
class consciousness, no t to  speak of 
socialist consciousness, on th e  w orkers 
and the ir leaders, and on th e  form s th a t  
the stru g g le  tak es  in  the U.S. W e 
w ould be one-sided if  we considered 
e ither th e  s tren g th  of the unions alone, 
o r th e ir  ideology alone, w ithou t th e  
other, in w ork ing  ou t o u r policies and 
tactics, w hich has too often  been the 
cause of our p a s t e rro rs  in th is field,

w hether r ig h t o r left. I f  w e are  to  
roo t ou t ou r sec ta rian  m istakes w hich 
have so isolated us in the  unions, we 
m u st tak e  as ou r s ta r tin g -p o in t a  con­
crete  analysis of the specific c h a rac te r­
istics of our own labor m ovem ent and  
th e  special problem s a ris ing  the refrom , 
in o rder to  a rrive  a t  a co rrec t policy.

The level of th e  N egro  m ass m ove­
m en t in  the South, and th e  g row ing  
elem ents of a  L abor-N egro  coalition on 
th e  issue of civil righ ts, dem ands th a t  
w e define w h a t is new  in the situation , 
in fo rm u la tin g  our p rogram , so th a t  
we can p ro jec t th e  necessary  changes 
in ou r approach, w hile re ta in ing  w h a t 
is essential. To sim ply define our p a s t 
e rro rs  as sectarian , over-sim plifies a  
com plex situ a tio n  in w hich the basic 
fa c t of the national oppression of th e  
N egro  people rem ains, bu t w ith  m any 
new  aspects of th e  N egro libera tion  
s tru g g le  to  be considered. F u r th e r ­
more, the w ay  in w hich th is s tru g g le  
h as  become one of the cen tra l fac to rs  
in the political situation  and re la tion  
of forces in th e  whole coun try  adds 
even g rea te r u rgency  to  the need fo r 
us to  fo rm u la te  our p ro g ram  and a  
m ass policy, so th a t  the p a rty  can  
once again  becom e a v ita l force in th e  
developing m ovem ent fo r N egro  liber­
ation. O ur fa ilu re  to  m ake an  analysis 
of these  new  fea tu res  has con tribu ted  
la rge ly  to the  c ritica l s itua tion  we face  
in  the p a rty  on the N egro question.

I t  is all th e  m ore necessary, th e re ­
fore, th a t  as soon as  possible a f te r  th is  
convention, th e  review  of ou r tra d e  
union w ork  and  our N egro  w ork  g e t 
a ce rta in  p rio rity  in th e  discussion.

The Press

The estab lishm en t and m ain tenance  
of the D aily  People’s W orld in to  i ts  
20th y ear h as been one of the m onu­
m en ta l achievem ents of th e  le ft-w in g  
m ovem ent in California, and fo r th a t  
m a tte r  in th e  U.S I t  has been one of 
th e  m ajo r con tribu ting  fac to rs  to  th e  
role of th e  p a r ty  th ru  all these years, 
and especially th e  m ost d ifficu lt ones; 
to  ou r re la tions w ith  o ther p rogressive 
forces; and to  ou r p a r t  in m ass s tru g ­
gles in w hich th e  p a r ty  and the  PW  
played an in fluen tia l role. The role of 
th e  L eft in election cam paigns, in  th e  
peace figh t, in the s tru g g le  fo r N egro  
righ ts, in  trad e  union struggles, and  
in  th e  b a ttle  fo r the  Bill o r R igh ts 
would be un th inkab le  w ith o u t th e  PW .

The crisis in th e  p a rty  has had  its  
reflection  in  the PW . A critical review  
of the  P W ’s role becam e a  p a r t  of 
th e  p a rty  discussion, and leg itim ate ly  
so, bu t u n fo rtu n a te ly  th e  financial 
crisis of the paper, w hich becam e a g ­
g rav a ted  by th e  situa tion  in the p a rty , 
and  is now  th rea ten in g  the very  ex is t­
ence of th e  paper, has overshadow ed 
th e  political discussion of th e  pap er’s 
role and  is p ressing  fo r solution before 
we have fu lly  resolved the political 
questions.

However, the  positive th ing  th a t h as 
em erged is th a t  a f te r  a w idespread 
discussion in w hich an  unprecedented  
num ber of p a r ty  and n o n -p a rty  -eaders 
partic ipa ted , som e im p o rtan t changes 
w ere m ade in the  paper, w hich have  
been generally  greeted  by the readers, 
as m ark ing  a beginning in needed im ­
provem ents. F u rth erm o re , the  PW . 
played a  valuable p a r t in the d iscus­
sion on the role of the P a r ty  and th e  
L eft, and  h as reached ou t to  o the r 
L e ft circles. On th e  whole, it  h as  p la y ­
ed a un ify ing  role, w hile providing a  
fo rum  fo r debate. This convention m u s t 
ta k e  the  responsibility  to  g u a ran tee  
th e  continued existence of the  PW . a3 
indispensa to  fu lfill ou r m ain tasks.

A special rep o rt on th e  role of th e  
P W  and its  s itua tion  today, w ith  r e ­
com m endations for action by th is con­
vention, w ill be placed before you in 
behalf of th e  S ta te  C om m ittee of th e  
pa rty .

* * *

The State Center

One of our m ost vexing problem s in  
th is  s ta te  is to  find m ore effective 
o rgan iza tional form s by  w hich th e  s ta te  
o rgan iza tion  can give m ore effective a t ­
ten tion  and guidance to  th e  w ork  in  
C alifornia. W e have long been d issa tis ­
fied w ith  our role as a s ta te  leadership,

( Continued on n ex t page)

Party Forum 3



Wm. SchneidermanOpening
' (C ontinued fro m  previous page

b u t w e too long delayed in dealing  w ith  
th is  question.

G enerally, th e  s ta te  cen te r has func ­
tioned  during  th is  la st period in the 
developm ent of s ta te  election policies; 
in  ce rta in  aspec ts of th e  peace cam p­
a ign ; in defense cam paigns; in  th e  
W ells cam paign; and in the p ress c ircu ­
la tion  and financial drives. B u t its  
re la tio n s w ith  th e  counties d e te rio ra t­
ed, and especially a f te r  d ras tic  cuts in 
s ta ff , it  w as able to  give very  little  
help  to  the solution of th e ir  problem s. 
E x cep t in  som e aspects of sta te -w id e  
co -o rd ination  and  discussion of overall 
policy, i t  w as no t able to  g ive any  
direction  in th is s itua tion  to  concen tra ­
tion  ta sk s, N egro  w ork, and trad e  
union w ork, particu la rly  A .F.L.

B u t aside from  our political and 
o rgan iza tiona l w eaknesses, and ob jec t­
ive difficulties g row ing ou t of rep res ­
sion, w hich con tribu ted  to  th is  s itu ­
a tion ,, w e have come to the conclusion 
th a t  a  chief con tribu ting  fac to r is th a t 
th f  o rgan iza tional se tup  of th e  s ta te  
cen te r has n o t k ep t pace w ith  the 
changes in our s ta te  since th e  w ar; the 
g ro w th  of in d u s try  in new  areas; the 
problem s of ag ricu ltu re ; th e  diversified 
po litical ch a rac te r of the s ta te ; ano th e  
ex istence of tw o m a jo r regional cen ters 
o f population  and industry , 500 m ile 
a p a r t  —  one in N o rth e rn  C alifornia, 
cen tered  around th e  San F rancisco  B ay 
A rea  and su rround ing  counties, and  
one in S ou thern  C alifornia, centered  
a round  Los A ngeles and ad jacen t 
counties.

O ur g row ing  d ifficulties in th e  w ork 
o f th e  S ta te  C en ter arise  from  the  
long-overdue need to  re-exam ine  the  
ro le and  function  of th e  S ta te  o rg an ­
iza tion  in th e  lig h t of the com plex 
C haracter o f th is  s ta te , and th e  new

by
problem s a ris ing  from  changing ob­
jective fac to rs; based on such an  analy ­
sis, we should then  be able to  b e tte r  
determ ine the type of s tru c tu re  best 
su ited  to  th is  sta te , and th e  type of 
leadership  th a t  can  best fu lfill these 
functions.

A  num ber of a lte rn a tiv e  proposals 
on s ta te  s tru c tu re  have been su g g es t­
ed; w hether to  keep th e  s ta te  head ­
q u a rte rs  in San  F rancisco  o r move it  
to  Los A ngeles; w hether to  set up tw o 
d is tric ts  w ith  some k ind of sta te -w ide  
co-ordination , o r tw o reg ions function ­
ing  under a  s ta te  setup. B u t un til we 
m ake th e  kind of analysis indicated  
above, ou t of w hich w ould flow  som e 
conclusions on s tru c tu re  and le ad e r­
ship, we a re  no t in  a  position to  
p roperly  discuss these various a l te rn a ­
tives and reach  a  decision w hich w ill 
m eet th e  needs of th e  p a rty  as we 
envisage i t  a f te r  th e  convention.

Since th is  question cannot be de­
cided a t  th is  session, w e propose th a t  
w e give it  carefu l consideration  in th e  
in terim , w ith  a  view to  try in g  to  r e ­
solve i t  if possible a t  th e  M arch sec- 
sions; and th a t  th e  S ta te  C om m ittee 
anc. th e  C ounty C om m ittees provide the 
necessary  fo rm s fo r a tho ro  discussion 
in th e  various count-es, so th a t  w e can 
reach  ag reem en t on som e collective 
proposals to  be b rough t before the 
S ta te  Convention w hen i t  re-convenes 
tw o m onths hence.

F u rth erm o re , w hile th is session of 
th e  convention w ill n o t be called upon 
to  deal as y e t w ith  questions of leader­
ship to  reflec t th e  changes in the pa rty , 
th e  delegates and th e  w hole p a r ty  m ust 
s ta r t  g iv ing  th e  u tm o st th o u g h t to  th is  
question, in re la tion  to  the  N ational 
Convention in  F eb ru ary , and  the e lec t­
ion of national, s ta te , and coun ty  
leadership. I t  w ould be well tha* from  
th e  clubs on up, th is  question is th o ­
rough ly  discussed so th a t  you will be

p repared  to  a c t on your conclusions, 
w hen these questions come before you.

•
Finally , w e m ust s t a r t  g e ttin g  to  

w ork  on a p ro g ram  of action  th a t  is 
w ith in  th e  capac ity  o f th e  p a r ty  to  
ca rry  out. We m ust find a  w ay, th a t  
w hile discussion goes on in th e  p arty , 
i t  does no t tak e  place oblivious of th e  
big econom ic and  political issues 
arousing  the  people, and  of the  m odest 
bu t v ita l role we can p lay  in  f ie s e  
struggles, to advance th e  possibilities 
of build ing an  an ti-m onop ly  coalition, 
the  key  to  fu r th e r  social advance in  
ou r country .

A  score of issues crowd each o the r 
fo r a tten tio n : E isenhow er’s th r e a t  of 
fo rce in th e  M iddle E ast; the  bom bings 
in the  South; the  f ig h t on R ule 22; 
a  s ta te  F E P ; the g row ing  p a tte rn  of 
in fla tion ; o r an  issue in you r own 
neighborhood or union. A fte r all ou r 
reso lu tions a re  acted  upon, im p o rtan t 
as they  are , how  w e fig h t on these and 
o the r issues w ill de term ine how  the 
m asses look upon our party .

F o r  instance, th e  om inous tu rn  of 
events around  th e  Middle E a s t th r e a t ­
ens to  undo th e  g re a t advances tow ard  
peaceful co-existence of th e  re cen t past. 
I t  has unloosed th e  “brink  of w a r” 
stra teg is ts , who a re  reck lessly  gam b­
ling  on th is  m om ent of d ifficulties in  
th e  socialist sector of th e  world. W hile 
the  desire  of th e  A m erican  people is 
s t ih  fo r peace, and th e  m ain tren d  is 
in th a t  direction, few  voices have 
spoken ag a in st th e  line w hich Dulles 
is u sing  to  g e t Congressional app roval 
o f th e  E isenhow er doctrine, and few 
a re  a rousing  the  coun try  a g a in s t it. 
W e m ust help s tim u la te  the  broadest 
k ind of m ovem ent of those forces th a t  
iden tify  them selves w ith  th e  sp irit of 
G eneva and B andung, and  the  sta ted

objectives of th e  U n ited  N ations, to  
p reven t th e  coun try  from  being  tu rned  
backw ard , b u t to  go fo rw ard . On this, 
as on o ther m a jo r issues, w e m u s t le a rn  
to  w ork  in a new  w ay.

•

Com rades, w h a t m ust em erge from  
these  convention discussions, and w h a t 
I  believe is em erging, is  a  com m on 
resolve of th e  g re a t m a jo rity  th a t  
we w ill rea lly  learn  th e  lessons of th e  
past, re ta in in g  w h a t is essen tia l and on 
th a t  basis m ake th e  basic changes 
needed; th a t  w e w ill com bat those  
tendencies w hich res is t change, as w ell 
a s  those w hich w ould th ro w  overboard  
th a t  w hich is valid  and  oasic in o u r 
theo ry  and p rog ram ; th a t  w hile d e te r­
m in ing  firm ly  our direction, we w ill 
co n stan tly  leave open th e  channels fo r 
fu r th e r  exploration  and en richm en t of 
ou r theory  and  policies; th a t  in th is 
process we w ill also earn  the  r ig h t to  
call ourselves a  p a r ty  of action, by  
beginning im m ediately  a f te r  th is  con­
vention  to  shape a  p ro g ram  of ac tiv i­
ties involving u s in th e  daily  struggles. 
I f  th is  is th e  sense of th e  county  con­
ventions, and  of th is convention, th e n  
th e  C alifornia p a r ty  can p lay  a big 
role a t  the  N ational Convention in  
help ing  se t such a  course fo r th e  p a rty , 
and  thus un ify ing  the  p a rty .

The road ahead  is n o t an easy  one. 
B u t th is  period can be m ost fru itfu l in  
our h istory . I t  is ce rta in ly  th e  m ost 
challenging. W e should eagerly  ta k e  up  
th a t  challenge, because i t  o ffers th e  
g re a t hope th a t  if w e can  learn  to  
rea lly  app ly  our science in a  crea tive  
w ay, we can  survive th is crisis, and  
in th e  process find  the w ay  to  build 
a b roader and  m ore effective M arx ist 
P a r ty  of socialism  w hich w ill becom e 
a decisive fo rce in  A m erican  life.

Report

S U P P O R T  U R G E D  FO R  P .W .  D R IV E

SA N  FRANCISCO — The 
California state com m ittee of 
the Communist party has ap­
pealed to  all members of the 
party for al-qut support, of 
The People’s World Circulation 
campaign.

“There is rio more important 
task  today for all progressives 
than to guarantee the contin­
ued existence of The People’s 
World,” the com m ittee said. 
“Being forced to change over 
to  a  w eekly is a  serious set­
back for all advocates of peace 
and democracy, who need this

fighting organ to support the 
struggles of the people on the 
issuys of the day.

“But it  need be only a  tem ­
porary setback for the fight to 
build and strengthen The Peo­
ple’s World on a w eekly basis 
can lay the foundation for 
eventually going back to a 
daily publication. W hat is 
needed now is the wholeheart­
ed participation of all the pa­
per’s supporters in the present 
circulation drive as the first 
step in the building of a  big­
ger and b e t t e r  People’s  
World.”
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Resolution on the Draft Pream ble
D R A F T  PR EA M B L E  as adopted  by  
th e  S ta te  Convention, Jan . 19, 1957.

The C om m unist P a r ty  of the U nited 
S ta te s  is an  A m erican w ork ing  class 
political o rgan iza tion  whose p rim a ry  
concern is fo r th e  p resen t and fu tu re  
w elfare  of th e  w ork ing  class and  its  
allies. T he C om m unist P a r ty  believes 
th a t  th e  abolition of th e  explo ita tion  of 
m an  by m an, of poverty , of w ar, rac ism  
and  ignorance w ill be finally  achieved 
by  th e  socialist reo rgan ization  of so­
ciety  —  by the com mon ow nership 
and  operation  of th e  na tiona l econom y 
u nder a governm ent of the people led 
by  th e  w ork ing  class. W e advocate a 
peaceful, dem ocratic road  to  socialism  
th ro u g h  th e  political and economic 
s tru g g le s  of the people of th e  U nited  
S ta te s  w ith in  th e  developing consti­
tu tio n a l process.

The C om m unist P a r ty  seeks to  ad ­
vance the u n d ers tan d in g  of the w o rk ­
in g  class th rough  its  day  to  day  s tru g ­
g les fo r th e  estab lishm en t of Socialism. 
Socialism  th ro u g h  the achievem ent of

a  vastly  w idened econom ic and political 
dem ocracy w ill fulfill th e  prom ise of 
th e  atom ic age and g u a ran tee  the 
rea liza tion  of the r ig h t to  "lFe, liberty  
and  th e  p u rsu it of happiness,'1 tu rn in g  
the  epic ach ievem ents o f A m erican 
labor, science and cu ltu re  to  th e  use 
and  en joym ent of a ll m en and  women.

The C om m unist P a r ty  w ill join w ith 
a ll in  th e  s tru g g le  fo r th e  im m ediate 
needs and fundam en ta l in te res ts  of 
the w orkers, th e  fa rm ers  and all who 
labor by hand  and brain . The Com­
m u n is t P a r ty  upholds the ach ievem ents 
of A m erican dem ocracy and defends 
the U nited  S ta te s  C onstitu tion  and the 
Bill of R ights aga in st those w ho would 
destroy  dem ocracy. I t  f ig h ts  ag a in st 
im perialism  and colonial oppression, 
including A m erican im perialism , fo r 
curb ing  and  b reak ing  the  pow er of 
monopoly, ag a in st d iscrim ination  be ­
cause of race, color, na tiona l origin, 
religion, political belief o r association, 
sex, creed o r age. I t  reg a rd s the s tru g ­
gle to  w in im m ediate  and fu ll c itizen ­
sh ip  and unconditional equality  fo r 
th e  N egro  people basic to  th e  con tinu ­
ing  f ig h t fo r dem ocracy. O ur p a r ty

fig h ts  aga in st an ti-sem itism  and all 
fo rm s of chauvinism .

The C om m unist P a r ty  holds as a  
card inal p rincip le th a t  th e re  is an  
iden tity  of in te res t u n itin g  th e  w ork ­
ers of all lands. I t  recognizes th a t  th is  
com mon bond is s treng thened  w hen 
w ork ing  class m ovem ents o pera te  in  
an  atm osphere of independence ex er­
cising the r ig h t of f ra te rn a l and  con­
structive  criticism .

I t  holds fu r th e r  th a t  th e  n a tio n a l 
in te res t of our coun try  and  th e  causes 
of peace and p rogress requires the 
so lidarity  of a ll freedom -lov ing  peoples, 
peaceful co-existence of all nations, 
and th e  s tren g th en in g  of the U nited 
N ations.

The C om m unist P a r ty  bases its theo ­
ry  generally  on th e  dem ocratic  h e ritag e  
of m ankind and  p a rticu la rly  on M arx ­
ism -Leninism  as in te rp re ted  by th e  
P a r ty  and creatively  applied  and  de­
veloped in accordance w ith  th e  con­
d itions of the A m erican class struggle , 
trad itio n s and dem ocratic custom s.

In  the s tru g g le  fo r dem ocracy, peace 
and social progress, the C om m unist 
P a r ty  strives to  c a rry  fo rw ard  our

coun try ’s dem ocratic, w ork ing  class 
and  socialist trad itions.

The C om m unist P a r ty  seeks no 
m onopoly in the stru g g le  fo r socialism  
and will w ork  w ith  all socialist-m inded 
A m ericans to  w in a socialist society  
fo r th e  U nited  S ta tes.

F o r  the advancem ent of these p rin ­
ciples, th e  C om m unist P a r ty  of th e  
U nited  S ta tes  establishes th e  basic law s 
of its  o rgan iza tion  in the follow ing 
C onstitu tion .

(T hree votes w ere ta k en  on th e  d ra f t  
pream ble, as follow:

•  On an  am endm ent to  su b stitu te  
th e  ph rase  “M arxism -L eninism ” fo r 
th e  ph rase  “on th e  teach ings of th e  
g ian ts  of scientific socialism, K a rl 
M arx, F red e rick  E ngels and V.I. Lenin.” 
YES, 81; NO, 40; A bstain ing , 5.

•  On an  am endm ent to  "strike ou t th e  
ph rase “as in te rp re ted  by th e  P a r ty ”. 
YES, 39; NO, 87; A bstain ing, 9.

•  A  vote as to  w h eth er these  ac tions 
w ould app ly  to  th e  Los AngeleE d ra f t  
p ream ble in  p reference to  th e  n a tio n a l 
d ra f t pream ble. F o r  LA  d ra ft, 74; F o r  
na tiona l d ra ft, 57.)

Amendment on Form and Name
A m endm ent to  D ra f t R esolution  as 

A dopted by S ta te  Convention 
Jan . 20, 1957 

On F o rm  and  N am e

(S tr ik e  out last sentence of para­
graph 1 on page 62 and su b stitu te  
th e  fo llow ing) :

' P roposa ls have been m ade to  change 
th e  nam e and  also the form  of our 
o rganization . These proposals have 
been ex trem ely  varied  and  fo r th e  
m ost p a r t  have n o t been exam ined in  
d e ta il by  our P a r ty  as a  whole.

Som e proposals concern them selves 
only  w ith  a  change of nam e fo r ou r 
o rgan iza tion  to  d ram atize  and  h ig h ­
lig h t th e  o the r changes called fo r in

our D ra ft R esolution and D ra ft Con­
stitu tion . O ther proposals call fo r a  
change from  a  P a r ty  fo rm  of o rg an ­
ization  to  a political A ssociation o r 
League. O ther proposals a re  m ade by 
com rades who feel th a t  any  change in 
nam e and  form  should be m ade in 
conjunction w ith  som e forces no t p re ­
sen tly  active in the C om m unist P a r ty ; 
w hile o thers favor a  change in  th e  
ch a ra c te r  o f ou r o rgan iza tion  us w ell 
a s  change in  fo rm  and nam e.

A dvocates of these various proposals 
have tak en  no te  of ce rta in  m oves to ­
w ards a rev ita liza tion  of th ’e “L e ft” 
and  fo r g re a te r  exchanges of view and 
com m on action  by  various socialist- 
m inded g roupings in  th e  country , They 
believe th a t  these developm ents can

have considerable b earin g  on our P a r ­
ty ’s own decisions w ith  re sp ec t to  nam e 
and  form .

To label generally , w ith o u t reg a rd  
fo r conten t, all these proposals fo r 
changes in nam e and fo rm  as liquid- 
a tio n is t is w rong  and vio lates the sp irit 
o f free discussion of all issues called 
fo r by the  D ra ft R esolution. A ll p ro ­
posals deserve to  be studied  and d is­
cussed on th e ir  m erits.

I t  is equally  w rong  and divisive to  
in sist th a t  a  change of form  and nam e 
m ust be m ade a t  th e  F eb ru a ry  con­
vention. I t  is w rong  and  ha rm fu l to  
in sist th a t  a change in nam e and form  
a t  th is  convention is a  p re-condition  
fo r effecting  o the r m a jo r changes ca ll­
ed fo r by th is resolution.

The basic changes th a t  a re  u rg en tly  
needed and w hich th is  convention m ust 
se ttle  have to  do w ith  ou r approach  
to  theory , th e  content of our policies, 
and  th e  correction of b u reaucra tic  
m ethods in the  inner life of our P a rty , 
and the developm ent, of ou r m ass w ork  
and  ties. W hat m ust be se ttled  a re  the 
basic M arx ist o rgan iza tional principles, 
th e  organ iza tional s tab ility  and u n ity  
o f the organ iza tion  m u s t be guaran teed .

A t th is tim e w hen th e  con ten t of ou r 
policies and  organ iza tion  a re  y e t to  
be se ttled  by th e  convention, th e  p ro ­

posals fo r change in  nam e and fo rm  
give rise  to  fe a rs  am ongst sections of 
th e  P a r ty  th a t  these proposals m ay  
open th e  w ay  fo r liqu idating  essential 
fe a tu re s  of M arx ist organ ization .

Once the princip les of our o rg a n ­
ization  a re  soundly established on 
M arx ist foundations as outlined in th is  
D ra ft R esolution, once a P a r ty  p ro ­
g ram  dealing m ore elabora te ly  w ith  
fu ndam en ta l th eo re tica l and p ro g ram ­
m atic  questions is d ra fted  and discuss­
ed by  th e  P a rty , such proposals a s  
deal w ith  form  and nam e w ill be seen 
in th e ir  p roper context, as subord inate  
to  questions of p ro g ram  and policy and  
can therefo re  m ore read ily  be dis­
cussed on th e ir m erits.

W e propose th a t  th is convention shall 
n o t un d ertak e  to  change the nam e and  
fo rm  of ou r P a rty . This does n o t 
foreclose fu r th e r  consideration  of these  
proposals. The na tiona l convention sha ll 
determ ine how  to  develop fu r th e r  dis­
cussion w hich w ill allow  fo r th e  fu ll­
est partic ipa tion  of th e  en tire  p a r ty  
and  shall include consideration w ith  
n o n -p a rty  socialist m inded w orkers an d  
leaders a f te r  adoption of th e  P a r ty  
p rogram . A ny action  on th is  question 
m ust be tak en  by referendum  vote,-'

(V ote: YES, 133; NO, 3; A B ST A IN ­
ING, 6).

Summary of 
resolutions

168 resolutions w ere subm itted  to  
the S ta te  Convention by clubs, sections, 
divisions and county  organizations. 90 
A m endm ents to  the  D ra ft C onstitu tion  
w ere  also subm itted . W ith  th e  excep­
tion  of th e  am endm ent to  A R T IC L E  VI, 
Section 2, w hich w as acted  upon by  
th e  S ta te  Convention (as noted  else­
w here), all am endm ents w ere re fe rred  
to  the  N ational Convention.

Of the resolutions, except fo r those 
specifically acted  upon by the S ta te  
Convention, all o thers w ere  referred  
to  the N ational Convention and shall 
be subm itted  by the C alifornia de­
legation  to  the N ational Convention. 
Since space does n o t p erm it th e  publi­
cation of all these resolutions, we can 
group  them  as follows:

F orm  and ch a rac te r of our o rg an ­
izations — 37 resolutions

On P a r ty  dem ocracy — 16 resolutions

S ta tu s  of the P a r ty  —  1 resolution

Mass w ork  — 4 resolutions

R elations w ith  the w orld C om m unist 
m ovem ent — 5 resolutions

R elations w ith  o th e r Socialist forces 
in  the U.S. — 3 resolutions

N egro  question —  12 resolutions 

L M exican question — 4 resolutions

Japanese-A m erican  question —  1
resolution

N ational Group w ork  — 1 resolution  

Jew ish  w ork  — 2 resolutions 

C u ltu re  —  9 resolutions 

Peace — 4 resolutions 

H u n g ary  — 4 resolutions 

T rade Union —  4 resolutions 

Y outh  —  5 resolutions 

A gricu ltu re  — 1 resolution  

W hite collar —  1 resolution 

W om an question 5 resolutions 

Ideology and theo ry  —  12 reso lu tions 

P ress — 8 resolutions

D ra ft resolution in genera l — 22 re ­
solutions.

M isc: •  To move na tiona l cen ter to  
Chicago — 1 resolution

•  M ain tain ing  co n tac t w ith  
people who have dropped o u t 
—  1 resolution

•  A gainst nam e-ca lling  — 1 
resolution

•  Also on term inology, capi­
ta l punishm ent, part}  un ity , 
use of the te rm  “A m erican .”
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Amendment on Democratic Centralism
' A m endm ent to  D ra ft R esolution 

a s  A dopted by S ta te  Convention 
Jan . 20, 1957

On D em ocratic  C entralism  and 
M onolithic U nity .

(A dd  to  P a ra g ra p h s  on Page 60) 
D em ocracy is v ita l to a  C om m unist 

P a r ty . I t  is the m ethod by w hich the 
rich  experiences of th e  m em bers of the 
P a r ty  and th e  m asses of the people be­
com e available to  the P a r ty  as a  whole. 
I t  is th is  experience and dem ocratic 
p a rtic ip a tio n  to g e th e r w ith  th e  pow er 
o f M arx ist analysis w hich enables the 
P a r ty  to keep M arxism  from  being a  
dogm a, and  instead  m akes i t  a  living-,

grow ing, developing science w ith  w hich 
we can serve our class and  na tion  ever 
m ore effectively.

W e th in k  a  debate on the  te rm  dem o­
c ra tic  cen tralism  a  fru itless  one. We 
w ould ra th e r  devote our a tten tio n  to  
defin ing w h a t p rincip les our P a r ty  
should have w ith in  its  organ ization .

1. The Com m unist P a r ty  is a dem o­
c ra tic  o rgan iza tion  based on m a ­
jo r ity  rule. I t  is a  cohesive o rg an ­
ization  fo r the purpose of ac tin g  
un ited ly  to c a rry  ou t the p ro g ram  
and  policies decided by i ts  m em ­
bersh ip  while recognizing and re ­
specting  th e  r ig h t of dissent and 

. m ino rity  opinion. I t  recognizes the

need fo r de legating  au th o rity  to  
elected com m ittees betw een con ­
ventions w hile guaran tee in g  the  
procedures fo r reg u la r review  of 
policies proposed by such bodies.

2. Local bodies shall have the  r ig h t 
to determ ine th e ir  own application  
of na tional policy.

3. W e urge  th a t  questions w hich 
deal w ith  the re la tions of th e  
P a r ty  w ith  th e  m ass m ovem ents 
(N egro, Labor, etc.) be resolved, 
w henever possible, th ro u g h  dele­
ga ted  conferences a n d /o r  re fe r-  
endum s; w here th e re  :'s a  sizeable 
body of d issen ting  opinion, w ith in  
leading com m ittees, fina l d e te r­

m ination  be based on m axim um  
p artic ipa tion  of the m em bership.

. We recognize th e  need to  con­
s ta n tly  te s t the co rrectness o f o u r 
policy in  the  course of ac tiv ity  
w ith  those w hom  w e seek to in ­
fluence in th e  d irection  of social­
ism . T he conflict betw een w ork ing  
class and  non-w ork ing  class ideo­
logy can best be resolved w ith in  
th e  fram ew ork  of freest M arx is t 
debate. The encouragem ent of free  
M arx is t debate  on all questions is 
th e  best g u a ran tee  ag a in s t fa c ­
tionalism .

(V ote: YES, 136; NO, 2; A bsta in ing

Draft on Vanguard Role
(D ra f t subm itted  by s ta te  convention 
resolutions com m ittee  b u t no t acted  
on. R eferred  to  national cnvention.)

( In sert on page 60 o f D ra ft R eso ­
lu tion  a fte r  f ir s t fu ll paragraph)
O ur effo rts to  advance these ob ­

jec tives requires th a t we re ta in  the 
fu ndam en ta l concept of ou r o rg an ­
iza tion  as one w hich strives to  fu lfill 
a  leadership  role, bo th  in  re la tion  to  
th e  cu rren t s trugg les  a s  well as in its  
advocacy of a socialist tran sfo rm ation . 
T he concrete expression of th is role 
w ill of necessity he d iffe ren t today  in 
th e  presence of a  pow erful organized 
lab o r m ovem ent and N egro people’s 
m ovem ent than  it  w as in th e  30’s when 
th e se  m ovem ents w ere m uch sm aller 
in size and  n a rro w er in con ten t.

A  M arx ist p a r ty  w hich seeks to gain 
th e  confidence of its  class cannot do 
so by a rro g an tly  assum ing  th a t  i t  is 
a lread y  th e  leader of the w orkers. The 
possession of advanced theo ry  and th e  
a b ility  to  p ro jec t advanced ideas in 
th e  cu rren t strugg les can and should 
le ad  to  the ever g rea te r iden tification  
o f such a M arx ist p a r ty  w ith  the class, 
and the enhancem ent of its  leadership 
role. B u t th is  is n o t an  au tom atic  p ro ­
cess.

In  th e  p a s t we have m ecanically  
assum ed the postu re  of “th e  vanguard  
p a r ty ” . This assum ption, because it  w as 
a dogm atic app lication  of a  concept 
r a th e r  th an  an  e ffo rt to  ta k e  w h a t is 
valid  in th e  concept and apply  it  to  
o u r p a rtic u la r conditions hindered the 
v e ry  aim  of p roviding M arxist gu id ­

a n c e  to  th e  w ork ing  class m ovem ent.
A s a  resu lt the te rm  “van g u ard  ro le” 

ha„ assum ed connotations of unrealism  
and  a rrogance  w ith  w hich w e seek to  
b reak . L isten ing  and le a rn ing  from  the 
w orkers, p a rtic ip a tin g  in  th e ir  every ­
d ay  s trugg les  a t  th e  level a t  w hich 
th e y  a re  being w aged, we strive to  
e a n r th e  esteem  of the w orking class, 
a s  a foundation fo r effective leadership.

T his does no t m ean w e no longer 
have an independent position on ques­
tio n s  no r p lay  an  independent role in 
th e  dem ocratic m ovem ent. On the  con­
t r a r y  we m ust seek ou t th e  w ays of 
p lac ing  advanced th in k in g  and propos­
a ls  before the people. Y et, even our 
“ advanced” position m ust a t  all tim es 
ta k e  into consideration the th ink ing  
and  desires of th e  people we a re  w ork ­
in g  w ith . O ur “advanced” positions can ­
n o t be b ro u g h t in to  every  group  we 
w o rk  w ith  desp ite  th e  situ a tio n  in  
th a t  group. On th e  co n tra ry  w h atever 
s tan d  we ta k e  m u s t be balanced aga in st

%

th e  understand ing  and w illingness to 
a c t on th e  p a r t  of those we a re  try in g  
to  convince. W henever ou r s tan d  fails 
to  w in suppo rt from  n o n -P a r ty  people 
it  m ust be re-exam ined.

The day  to  day strugg les of the  
W orking class ag a in s t cap ita lis t ex­
p lo ita tion . can, a t  best, lead only to  
tra d e  union consciousness. Socialist 
consciousness m ust be b ro u g h t in to  the 
w ork ing  class m ovem ent.

This can  no t be done a p a r t from  
partic ipation  in cam paigns fo r th e  b e t­
te rm en t of conditions. In  suppo rting  
th e  im m ediate issues w e m ust find  the 
w ays of ra is ing  th e  understand ing  of 
o th e r supporters, even if b u t a ’ittle , 
in  the d irection of class or Socialist 
th ink ing . W e can also help stim ula te  
action  on som e th ings th a t  w ill help 
th e  people move fo rw ard . W e can help 
action ag a in st recognition  of the m ain

On the N ational D ra ft R esolution
A dopted by the S ta te  Convention 

Jan . 20, 1957

The discussion on th e  D ra ft R e­
solution of th e  N ational C om m ittee h as  
b rough t fo rw ard  m any  im p o rtan t and 
s tim u la tin g  contribu tions. A huge n u m ­
ber of resolutions from  clubs and  o ther 
county  bodies have been placed before 
th e  C ounty and S ta te s  Conventions, 
too num erous to  g e t adequate a tten tion .

The discussion has centered  p rim ari­
ly  around p a r t  fo u r of th e  resolution 
dealing w ith  the P a rty . The sense and 
com m on d irection  of m ost of the  
county  convention resolutions dealing 
w ith  th is  question ind icate  a desire 
by the b ig  m a jo rity  of our m em bership 
to  express support fo r w h a t we u n d er­
stand  to  be th e  underly ing  concepts 
of P a r t  F o u r of the  resolution, nam ely : 
foi m ak ing  basic changes in ou r P a r ty : 
fo r re ta in in g  its  c h a rac te r as a w ork ­
ing  class p a r ty  of action; fo r applying 
M arxism -L enin ism  creatively  to the 
A m erican scene; fo r function ing  w ith  
a  m axim um  of dem ocracy and unity .

A t th e  sam e tim e, th e  discussion and 
the county  conventions have stressed  
th e  m any and serious inadequacies of 
the R esolution on im p o rtan t questions. 
Some points w hich have been especial­
ly  singled ou t as requ iring  m uch m ore 
fundam en ta l discussion before a  posi­
tion  could be fu lly  fo rm ulated  a re :
1) th e  inev itab ility  of w ar; 2) th e  
peaceful tran s itio n  to  socialism ; 3)

enem y of th e  people, i.e, Monopoly. W e 
car, by p a rtic ip a tin g  in action  w ith  the 
people fo r ou r com m on in te res t, help 
them  b e tte r  understand  p resen t events, 
and on the basis of ce rta in  of these 
events and issues, help advance th e ir  
th ink ing  in a  socialist direction.

The P a r ty  of C om m unists alw ays 
p laces upperm ost th e  in te res ts  o f the  
en tire  w ork ing  class and all th e  op­
pressed people, ra th e r  th an  any  special 
sectional or group  in te res ts . I t  dedi­
ca tes  itself to  help ing  the w ork ing  class 
and its  allies gain, step by step, ever 
g re a te r  v icto ries lead ing  tow ard  the ir 
h is to ric  goal of ending class exploi­
ta tio n . This is the  essence of the leader­
ship role w hich we seek to  fulfill.

(R eferred  to  N ationa l Convention 
w ithout action. L ack  of tim e  preven ted  
action  on th is d ra f t am endm ent a t  
S ta te  Convention.)

economic analysis; 4) analysis of the 
n a tu re  and source of ou r erro rs; 5) 
N egro w ork  and th e  N egro  question 
itself; 6) our role and  w ork  in re la tion  
to  labor; 7) the M exican question.

I t  is our belief th a t on m any  of 
these questions a  m uch m ore thoro  
discussion of a search ing  n a tu re  is 
needed in order to achieve un d ers tan d ­
ing  and u n ity  on these  m a tte rs . A 
h a s ty  and unsa tisfac to ry  s ta tem en t on 
some questions, w ithou t such fu r th e r  
analysis, w ould no t lead to  g re a te r  
c la rity  and m igh t be h arm fu l to p a r ty  
unity .

N evertheless, w hile sh a rin g  th e  con­
viction th a t  the  D ra ft R esolution is 
inadequate  on m any questions, and con­
ta in s  m uch th a t  is still sub ject to  
debate, we believe th a t  i t  represen ts a  
step  fo rw ard  in th e  a tte m p t to  b reak  
th rough  our isolation and sectarian ism , 
and contains m uch th a t  is new  and 
valid  fo r the com ing period.

T herefo re  w e propose th a t:

1) We express ou r recognition  of 
the essen tia l fo rw ard  d irection  of the 
D ra ft R esolution as am ended, recogn ­
izing the role i t  has played in s tim u la t­
ing  th e  cu rren t discussions, and re je c t­
ing  any  charac te riza tion  o f th e  R eso­
lu tion  as revisionist o r r ig h t o p p o rtun ­
is t in its  overall content, and fu r th e r  
re jec tin g  the charac te riza tion  th a t it  
rep resen ts  no b reak  w ith  the  past.

2) T h a t we u rge  th e  N ational Com- 
vention  to  a c t only on those questions 
in the R esolution w hich have had su f­
fic ien t discussion to  be an adequate ex ­
pression of the views of th e  m em ber­
ship, and sufficient tim e to  reach  valid 
conclusions, leaving th e  o the r questions 
open fo r fu r th e r  exam ination. On all 
o the r questions th e  N ationa l Con­
vention should s triv e  to reach  positions 
sub jec t to  th e  approval of th e  m em ber­
ship and organizations of the  P a rty .

3) T h a t we u rge  the  N ational Con­
vention  to  a c t in  th e  sp irit expressed 
in  th a t  section of the Open L e tte r  of 
th e  N ational C om m ittee to  the S ta te  
Conventions w hich says:

“W e are  deeply concerned over cer­
ta in  aspects th a t m ar the discussion 
and m ay do h a rm  to th e  un ity  and  
effectiveness of th e  P a rty .
This is certa in ly  tru e  of some tend ­
encies to substitu te  invective fo r 
serious argum en t . . .
“C learly m any fundam en ta l m a tte rs

The right 
to dissent

A M EN D M EN T Section 2, ARTICLE 
VI, D ra f t C onstitu tion:

All decisions o f any  club, com m ittee 
o r convention a re  m ade by a m a jo rity  
vo te  a f te r  tho rough  discussion un less 
otherw ise specified in th is  C onstitu tion ; 
and  all m em bers are  to  abide by such 
decisions. E v ery  m em ber shall have th e  
r ig h t to  hold and express a  d issen ting  
opinion on P a r ty  policy even a f te r  a  
decision h a s  been m ade, provided th e  
m em ber does no t engage in any ac tiv ity  
w hich h inders or im pedes th e  execution 
of such policy. D issen ting  m em bers 
m ay  absta in  from  c a rry in g  ou t such  
policy pending appeal to  h ighe r body.

(V ote: YES, 131; NO, 13; A bsta in ing  
5)

of th eo ry  and p ro g ram  w ill rem ain , 
even m a tte rs  on w hich we have and  
m ay  fo r some tim e continue to  have  
w idely d ivergen t views. I t  is  th e re ­
fore im p o rtan t th a t  we seek th e  
establishm ent of full ,in n e r-p a rty  
dem ocracy including th e  r ig h t to  
d issent as essen tia l also to  our ab ili­
ty  a fte r  th is  Convention to  continue 
discussing m any questions w hile 
m oving fo rw ard  un ited ly  to  im ple­
m ent the  decisions o f th e  Convention, 
“Y et we w ish to  achieve th is  w ith in  
the fram ew ork  of basic u n ity  w ith in  
th e  P a rty . P a r ty  u n ity  is one of o u r 
big assets and should surely  be 
sough t w ith  energy. I t  is tim ely  to 
res ta te  th a t we do no t w ish to  p ro ­
scribe th e  expression of opinion in  
th is discussion. W e w an t to read  
no one ou t of the P a r ty  fo r th e ir  
views. W e know  by now  th a t  none 
of us h as  a  m onopoly on w isdom  
and none of u s  is im m une to  e rro r. 
W e should consider the  m otives o f 
all com rades as honest and th a t  
we all share  an  equal reg a rd  fo r o u r 
P a rty .

4) T h a t we fo rw ard  to  th e  N a tiona l 
Convention and its  p re p a ra to ry  com ­
m ittees all resolutions subm itted  to  th a  
C ounty  and S ta te  C onventions an d  
u rg e  th a t th ey  be given carefu l con­
sideration  in  the  convention com m ittees 
and in those p rep a rin g  convention m a ­
te ria ls .

5) T h a t a  specific p lan  be w orked  
ou t w ith  a ll speed by th e  incom ing 
N ational, S ta te  and C ounty  C om m it­
tees fo r conducting th e  organized re ­
search  and discussion necessary  so th a t  
we can proceed to  reach  conclusions 
on th e  rem ain ing  theoretical, p ro g ra m - 
atic, and  ta c tic a l questions before us.

(V ote: YES, 128; NO, 1, A bstain ing , 1 ),

Issued  by

Calif. S ta te  C om m ittee  
C P V S A

Rm. 705, 942 M arke t St. 
San F rancisco  2, Calif.
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Draft Resolution on Negro Question
(R eferred  to  N ational C onvention)

The N ational D ra ft R esolution of 
th e  P a r ty  em phasized th e  necessity  to 
exam ine new  developm ents and trends 
in  A m erican life, and  to  shape our 
policies to  conform  to  the changes in  
o u r nation . N o developm ent in  the  
U n ited  S ta te s  since the Civil W ar and  
reconstruc tion  period has shaken long 
Standing social and political re la tion ­
ships as h as  the p resen t upsurge in  
th e  determ ination  of th e  N egro people 
to  destroy  J im  Crow and w in 1st c lass 
c itizenship  rig h ts .

The changes in  the s ta tu s  of th e  
N egro  people in  th e  U.S. and th e  new  
developm ents in the s tru g g le  fo r equal 
r ig h ts  m akes i t  encum bent upon th e  
p a r ty  to re-exam ine all im p o rtan t 
phases of w ork  to  determ ine th e ir  
re la tionsh ip  to  th e  N egro  question 
F u ll understand ing  of th e  fac to rs u nder­
ly ing  th e  new  level of m a tu rity  and 
s tru g g le  of the N egro  peoples’ m ove­
m e n t w ill enable th e  P a r ty  to  m ake 
m ore effective contribution, no t only to  
th e  field of N egro w ork, b u t to  a ll a s ­
pects of P a r ty  and m ass w ork. Such an  
u n d ers tand ing  of th e  N egro  question 
w ill increase our ability  to  advance 
dem ocracy fo r the A m erican w ork ing  
class and  th e  people generally .

In  1857, one hundred  years  ago, a  
book appeared  titled  “The Im pending  
C risis of the South .” I t  w as w ritte n  by 
H ilton  R . H elper a  poor w hite  from  
N o rth  Carolina. The book dealt w ith  
th e  backw ardness of th e  South  and  th e  
pov erty  of the poor w hites re su ltin g  
fro m  the  slave system , and am ong 
o the r th ings i t  s ta ted : “N ever w ere 
th e  poorer classes of a  people . . . so 
basely  duped, so ad ro itly  sw indled or 
so dam nably  ou traged .”

Today th e  South  is ag a in  in  “c risis” , 
g row ing  ou t of th e  fa c t th a t  slavery  
w as no t com pletely uproo ted  a f te r  th e  
Civil W ar. N egroes w ere re tu rn ed  to 
sem i-slavery  on the p lan ta tio n s of th e  
South, robbed of civil r ig h ts  by  J im  
Crow  laws, denied fa ir  tr ia l before the 
courts, outlaw ed a t  th e  polls, exploit­
ed w herever he w as p erm itted  to  work, 
b a rred  from  equal education and s tr ip - 
ped of hum an  d ignity  by every fo rm  
of m ental, m oral an a  physical d eg ra ­
dation . The m ain cause of N egro  op­
pression  in th e  U nited  S ta te s  h a s  a l­
w ays been th e  billions in super p ro fits  
sto len  from  th e  toil of the N egro  people 
a n e  the  su b -stan d ard  w ages paid  to 
S ou thern  w hite  w orkers by th e  p lan ­
ta tio n  ow ners and N orthern  ind u s tria l­
ists. B u t i t  is also tru e  th a t  th is  b ru ta l 
oppression has been m ade easier, th a t  
th e  South  h as rem ained  backw ard  and 
th e  w hite m asses have lived fo r gener­
a tions in poverty  because they  con­
tinue to  allow  them selves to  be “duped” 
ideologically  and “swindled” econom i­
cally  by th e  poison of rac ia l p rejud ice 
and  an ti-N eg ro  hatred .

The crisis ex ists  in th e  South  today 
because some of th e  conditions th a t  
a re  hangovers from  slavery  a re  u n d er­
going change. The p lan ta tio n  system , 
w ith  its  evils of sharecropp ing  and 
sem ipeonage, is in som e instances, g iv ­
in g  w ay  to  industria l m anufactu ring . 
T housands of N egroes, who w ere te n ­
a n t  fa rm ers  and sharecroppers a  few  
y ea rs  ago a re  in dustria l w orkers to ­
day . O ther thousands who lived in 
ru ra l com m unities a sh o rt tim e ago 
now  live in th e  cities of th e  South. The 
s tru g g le  ag a in st oppression c a rr ie d , on 
by  th e  N egro  people over th e  years, 
especially  since W orld W ar I I  has 
slowly b u t continuously m ade progress 
in  the fig h t fo r freedom . A dvances had  
been m ade in the fig h ts  fo r jobs; th e  
b it te r  s tru g g le  for th e  r ig h t to  vote 
die’ aw ay  w ith  the “w hite p rim aries” 
and  h as achieved o the r im p o rtan t 
resu lts  in th e  South. The long effo rt 
to  secure equal education fo r the N egro 
people h as been crow ned by th e  de­
segregation  decision of th e  U.S. Sup­
rem e C ourt. The a ssa u lt ag a in st Jim  
Crow  generally  by the N egro people 
h as  shaken the very  foundation  of the  
social -political relationships in  the 
D eep South.

O vershadow ing all developm ents in 
th e  South  in  the recen t period h as 
been th e  spirit, the  s tre n g th  and cou­
rag e  of th e  N egro  peoples m ovem ent, 
th a t  has th row n th e  South  in crisis. 
W hile i t  is norm al th a t  th e  N egro 
people would supply th e  m ain pow er 
and  drive to  achieve th e ir  own fre e ­
dom, it  is indeed deplorable th a t o ther 
im p o rtan t sections of the  A m erican

people la g  so v e ry  f a r  behind in  th e ir 
su p p o rt of th e  N egro  people in this 
f ig h t. The m ost im p o rtan t ingred ien t 
th a t  m u s t be added to  th is  h is to ric  
stru g g le  fo r 1st class citizenship fo r 
th e  N egro  people is an understanding  
by w hite  w orkers of th e ir s take  in the 
strugg le .

W hen w h ite  w orkers u nders tand  
th a t  the forces opposing equal rig h t 
fo r N egroes a re  th e  sam e forces who 
s tan d  in th e  w ay  of th e ir ( th e  w ork ­
e rs) own econom ic and political ad ­
vancem ent, th e y  w ill come fo rw ard  in 
su p p o rt of th e  N egro  peoples m ove­
m ent. R ecent strugg les in  C linton, Ten­
nessee around  th e  school in teg ra tio n  

-demonstrated - th e  potential democratic 
fo rce am ong w hite people, even in  the 
South. The w hite  m in is ter in  Clinton 
who had  the courage and conviction to  
escort th e  N egro  children to  school in 
sp ite of the th re a ts  and  hostility  of 
th e  W hite  C itizens Council mob and 
w ho w as beaten  by th e  mob, se t off 
th e  sp a rk  th a t  w elded to g e th e r the 
m a jo rity  o f w hite  people in  Clinton 
in  suppo rt of in teg ra tio n  of the  h igh  
school there.

There is no doubt th a t  some people 
in  Clinton w ere m oved by h u m an ita rian  
principles, b u t we believe i t  is safe 
to  assum e th a t  th e  m a jo rity  of the 
people decided to  support in teg ra tion  
of th e  school because i t  w as now  the 
law  of the Land and th ey  realized 
th a t  those who w ere blocking in te ­
g ra tio n  w ere th rea ten in g  th e ir  in te res t 
in som e rea l w ay.

The exam ple of th e  m in is te r of 
C linton Tennessee, should be em ulated  
by  all progressives and especially by 
Com m unists, who should understand  
th a t  the solution of th e  N egro  question 
is fundam en ta l to  all social, econom ic 
and political advance in A m erica today. 
For the C om m unist P a r ty  of A m erica 
th e  projection  of th e  N egro question 
in re la tion  to  a ll o ther im p o rtan t a s ­
pects of w ork  is essen tia l to  the suc­
cess of any  phase of ou r progress.

The genera l crisis in th e  p a r ty  today  
ta k e s  on additional significance w hen 
w t begin to  exam ine the various speci­
fic fields of w ork  and w here we are  
in  re la tion  to  them . In  th e  lig h t of the 
presen t level of developm ent of the 
N egro people’s m ovem ent, a  full eva­
lua tion  of our p as t position and p ro ­
g ram  w ith  reg a rd  fo r the s tru g g le  for 
N egro  r ig h ts  calls fo r an  exam ination  
of th e  basic thesis of th e  P a r ty  posi­
tion — th a t th e  N egro  people constitu te  
a N ation. W e have to  determ ine 
w hether the p rerequisites se t down by 
S ta lin  a re  still scientifically  correct. 
I t  w ould be a  serious e rro r fo r us to  
try  to conclude th is  question n  haste  
w ith o u t the fu lles t scientific study  of 
th e  presen t s ta tu s  of the N egro  people. 
W e also have to  determ ine w hether 
th e  N egro  people f i t  into th e  definition 
heretofore  used: "A  na tion  is an  h is to ri­
cally  evolved, stab le  com m unity  of 
econom ic life, language, te rr i to ry  and

psychological m ake-up  m anifested  in  
a  com m unity of cu ltu re”. (S talin ; 
M arxism  and  th e  N ationa l Q uestion.)

To g u a ran tee  th a t  an  anti-m onopoly  
coalition, led by  labor, w ill be built, 
th e  big question fac ing  th e  progressive 
m ovem ent in  th e  U.S. today  is  d e te r­
m ining w h a t a re  th e  m a in  obstacles 
p reven ting  such a  development, th e  
fa c t of th e  incom pletion of th e  bour­
geois dem ocratic revolu tion  in the 
South  and  the re su ltin g  cu rta ilm en t of 
citizenship rig h ts  of the N egro  people, 
w ith in  th e  confine of a  bourgeois dem o­
c ra tic  society  ex isten t in  the  re s t of 
th e  coun try  constitu tes a  principle 
obstacle in th e  build ing of an  a n ti-  
m onopoly coalition.

The class fo rces reflec ted  in  th is  
contradiction  a re  W all S tree t m ono­
polies, th e  reac tio n ary  section  o f th e  
R epublican p a r ty  and th e  an ti-labo r, 
an ti-N eg ro  D ix iecrat p lan ta tio n  ow n­
ers of the South, on one hand  and th e  
N egro  people and th e ir  allies on th e  
o ther.

(N ot A cted  upon. V oted to  re fe r to  
N ational C onvention)

1. A dd to  12th p a rag rap h , a f te r  “R e­
publican p a r ty ” “and  D em ocratic 
p a r ty .”

2. T h a t th e  u ltim a te  solution of th e  
N egro  problem  is socialism , b u t in 
th e  in terim , to  im prove th e  situation, 

i t  should be positively s ta ted  th a t  
th e  build ing of a  coalition of Labor, 
N egroes, and  allies is im pera tive . 
(S u b stitu te  o r add.)

3. R esolution  b y  C. B. (docum ent 
p rin ted  on n ex t page).

4. T herefore be it resolved, th a t  be­
fo re  any  action  be ta k en  in  reg a rd  
to  th e  N egro  people o r any  o th e r 
group, th a t they  be consulted  and  if 
possible ob ta in  th e ir  consent.

5. D eleate from  12th pa rag rap h , a f te r  
“South ,’ th e  re s t o f th e  sentence be ­
g inn ing  “on one h an d ” and ending 
"on th e  o the r.”

6. D elete from  11th p a rag rap h , a f te r  
“such a  developm ent,” th e  re s t of 
th e  sentence beginning “th e  fa c t” 
to  end of sentence.

The increased influence of in d u s try  
upon th e  econom y of the  South  and 
the in tensity  of th e  s tru g g le  fo r f i rs t 
class citizenship h as resu lted  in  w eak ­
ening th e  rac ia l b a rr ie rs  to  th e  p o in t 
th a t  the w hole J im  Crow  edifice is 
th rea ten ed  w ith destruction .

I t  is in  th e  process of resolving th is 
key  con trad iction  in  A m erican life th a t  
m any o the r coun trad ictions w ill be 
tran sfe rred  in to  a  m ore favorab le  posi­
tion  fo r labor and its  allies, and  th e  
an ti-m onopoly  coalition can be built. 

T H E R E FO R E  B E IT  R ESO LV ED  
W e should unequivocally  place the  

N egro  s tru g g le  fo r f i rs t class c itizen ­
ship in the cen ter o f all ou r ac tiv itie s  
in A m erican life today. W e should seek 
an  o rien ta tion  and  approach  th a t  re ­
cognizes i t  as a  key  around  w hich all 
of our ac tiv ities revolve.

B E  IT  F U R T H E R  RESO LV ED  
TH A T the fina l conclusion of th e  
theo re tica l p ro g ram atic  and ta c tic a l 
aspects of th is  question  be le f t fo r 
fu r th e r  study.

7. To be inserted  as th e  n ex t to  th e  
la s t p a ra g ra p h  o f douem ent: “Be i t  
fu rth e rm o re  resolved th a t  our p a r ty  
ta k e  a ll o rgan iza tional steps neces­
sa ry  to m ake our m axim um  con tri­
bu tion  to  the N egro  liberation  m ove­
m ent.

8 F ro m  6 th  p a rag rap h , s tr ik e  ou t 

second sentence: “I t  is th e  force of 
th a t  m ovem ent th a t  has th row n  th e  
S ou th  in  crisis.”

9 P a ra g ra p h  14 to  read  as follow s: 
“W e consider the stru g g le  fo r N egro  
r ig h ts  as one of the key  questions 
in A m erican life.”

10. D elete the w ord "crisis” in re fe r­
ence to  th e  s itua tion  in  th e  South  
to d ay  w herever i t  appears in th e  
resolution. S ubstitu te  a  m ore ap ­
p ro p ria te  te rm .

11. In fluence of the w orld colonial 
liberation  m ovem ent on the N egro  
people’s m ovem ent. (Add to  resolu ­
tion ).

12. A  re-ded ication  to  class perspec t­
ive of C P in reg a rd  to  N egro -w hite  
un ity . (Add to  reso lu tion ).

Amendments to Negro 
question resolutions
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Resolution Submitted on Negro Work
(S ubm itted  by C. B. a t  

S ta te  C onvention)

T he P a r ty  h as  yet to  p roperly  u tilize  
its  N egro  forces. There has been a  
m a rk ed  decrease in recen t years in  
the  deploym ent of these forces in 
lead ing  position on a na tions! scale, 
desp ite  th e  u rg e n t need to  develop 
N egro  cadres fo r leadersh ip  in th e  
P a rty , trad e  unions and th e  burgeon­
in g  • N egro  freedom  s tru g g le  . . .

W e condem n bo th  th e  L eft sec tarian  
excesses com m itted  in the f ig h t a g a in s t 
w hite chauvinism  in th e  19-19-52 period 
and  th e  r ig h t oppo rtun ist passiv ity  th a t 
to d a y  in fests  ou r w ork  in th e  N egro  
field. We ag ree  w ith  th e  N ationa l Com­
m itte e ’s d ra f t  R esolution th a t  “ . . . 
in  upholding th e  co rrec t principle th a t  
w hite  chauvinism  is incom patib le w ith  
m em bersh ip  in  th e  P a rty , a rb i tr a ry  
ad m in is tra tiv e  excesses occurred  w hich 
d is to rted  and  ham pered  the effective­

ness” of th e  s tru g g le  ag a in s t rac is t 
ideologies. T h a t s trugg le , in ou r opini­
on, w as so d istorted  a t  tim es as to  
give it  a  fa rc ica l aspect.

However, th e  fa c t th a t the P a rty  
m ade serious e rro rs  on th is question 
a t  th a t  tim e is, as Ben D avis points 
ou t in  his R eport, “no excuse fo r 
abandoning th e  necessary  strugg le  
ag a in s t w hite chauvinism  either in ­
te rnally , n o r fo r p e rm ittin g  an ideo­
logical vacuum  to  ob ta in  around  the  
question .”

The D ra f t Resolution of th e  N ation ­
al C om m ittee also w arn s:

“To w eaken th e  fig h t ag a in s t w hite  
sup rem acy  ideas o r p rac tices  w ith in  
the m ass m ovem ent o r ag a in st th e  

rem n an ts  of w hite chauvin ist influence 
th a t  m ay  exist in  th e  P a rty , on th e  
plea of fig h tin g  le ft sec ta rian  m istakes 
of th e  past, w ould constitu te  abandon ­
m en t of principle, destruction  of th e  
foundation  of N eg ro -w h ite  u n ity  and

th e  low ering of the P a r ty ’s proud b a n ­
n e r  of equality  and com radeship .”

One of th e  g rav es t shortcom ings of 
ou r P a r ty  today  is the lag  in ou r N egro  
w ork, our passiv ity  in the strugg le  on a 
com m unity  level fo r N egro  rig h ts , both  
on econom ic and  cu ltu ra l issues, such 
as  fa ir  em ploym ent, w iping o u t ghe tto  
conditions, and rem oval from  th e  public 
schools of te x t books w hich slander the 
N egro  people, fo s te r  pseudo-scientific 
concepts of race  and inculcate in  
N egro  children a sense of in fe rio rity  
and fru s tra tio n  . . .

O ur P a r ty  has w ritte n  m any  glorious 
pages in the s trugg les  of th e  N egro 
people and  th e  A m erican people gen er­
ally . I t  needs no apology fo r  its  ex is t­
ence. Indeed, its  continued existence 
as a  M arx ist-L enin ism  p a r ty  is, in 
ou r opinion, a  p rerequ isite  fo r th e  
developm ent o f a m ass socialist m ove­
m en t in  ou r country , a s  w ell as a  
g u a ran tee  fo r th e  fu r th e r  advance of 
th e  N egro  liberation  m ovem ent .  ,  ,

In  h is repo rt, C om rade D avis pin­
po in ts a  serious w eakness m  th e  N egro  
freedom  m ovem ent, to  w it, th a t  “i t  
h a sn ’t  suffic ien tly  m erged the econom ia 
and  civil r ig h ts  issues of the N egroes 
in the N o rth  w ith  those of th e  N egroes 
in the South .” N egroes in  th e  N o rth , 
he  points out, a re  today  m ain ly  p lay ­
in g  a  suppo rting  ro le in th e  bus boy­
co tt, r igh t-to -vo te , and an ti-lynch  up ­
su rge of th e  Southern  N egroes. W e fu l­
ly  agree w ith  him  th a t  “C om m unist*  
have a  v ita l role to  p lay  in help ing to  
jo in  these  issues in one m a instream , 
and  in help ing  to  give th e  w hole a  
conscious an ti-m onopoly  outlook and  
a socialist perspective . . . ”

W e m u st constan tly  seek w ays and  
m eans of b ring ing  fo rw ard  the P a r ty ’s 
face  and independent position w hile a t  
th e  sam e tim e giv ing m axim um  sup ­
p o rt to  th e  leaders o f the  N egro  
people’s m ovem ent and  ra lly ing  th e  
w idest section of th e  w hite  popula tion  
to  th e ir support.
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