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. This ‘is going to be brief. I live here - don't have to
catch a planc so it wasn't too difficult to wait. I just want
to walze a counle of abservations, but before we nake the ob-
servations and I con't thiniz I ﬁill be long, what I was going
to do was first of all, remarl: upon the fact that the »rogram
has no c¢irection obviously, whatsocever. And that as a result
of ‘the »rograr: not having any direction, persons night he tired
frou: having sat for a fairly long tiwme. And 1f beople are in-
terested in talting a breal for a brief tine we would be happy
to accowodate them. On the other hand what we've got to say
won't »robably tale too long. So what I'd lide to do 1is get
soiie .inCication of what pcople's attitudes are. They wmight want
to stand unp and stretech in terws of this marathﬂn_instruction
on the foibles of répression. Svidently, people ﬁon'f want to
get up:so let e he as brief as 1 can,

. Pirst of all, I think it is the obligation of persons,
who are a part of political struetures that they regard as
being serious nolitical struetures, to engage in eriticisu in
the spirit of fraternity, in the spirit of comstruective concern
for the aceouiplishuent of revolutfionary objeetives. So it is in
that spirit that I would want %o ma'e Souie observations about
~the course of the conduect of this meeting( That ;s to say that

whoever set up the ueeting, I'u sure'l can't identify the

persons who set up the ueeting: Newsreel and perhaps-soie other

indiviGuals., It seeus to e they ought to be tine subject of

sotie critiecisu nere, in terwus of not wuaking the maxiuun efficient




League of Revolutionary Black Workers on Repression Speech, by Kenneth Cockrel
Box 1, Folder 92

American Left Ephemera Collection, 1894-2008, AlS.2007.11, Archives Service Center, University of Pittsburgh

e

atilization of the time and the presence of people here. Now,

I don't want to compound that by going into an extenuated rap

on the instances of attempts at incarceration that met with no

success on the part cf MAN in relation to members Qf,qrgan;

izations that I,ws associated with, What I dc want to say is I

don,t see what this prograi is all about. And I don't see

what we can accomplish within the contexzt of these protracted
-rapa; And I think that there kas been a breach of rgsponsi-

bility on tke part of people who set up this meeting, and

I ' think they ought to be criticized for +hat. and they ought

to accept that criticism in the spirit in which it was jntended.

But if they don't -~ it‘s ol no consequence either, Now, the

positidn that the League of Revolutionary Black Workers takes in
"relatidh to the question cf repression, since this is styled

as a reﬁression confe--mge, is that there is but one means where

by a repression can be erded a2nd that is that‘the source of the

repression, namely the ‘oppresaor, 'be destroyed.,

We don't say that idly - we don't say that in the familiar
sense of the “ominal black wilitent who points his finger and
roundly denounces chkieﬁ; threatens to decimate the entire

“white population cf the glcoe, and stands astride of what re-

" mains and proclaims the irtringic beauty of blackness without

relating to ‘a concrete political program that®s going to end
" ‘oppression for all people in this world. We say this in all
- geriousness, that there is but one solution, that is the des-
" truction of the present state mechanism, the diémantling of

the ﬁ}esent state mechanism and the process whereby that

-
.
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mantlihg will be>brought about is that those who are seriously
concerned about bringingﬁqbout revnlutionary change will move
;o seize s%ate power, and_yha@ we‘suggest is the program,the
League of Revnlutionary1Black Workers is that. We say that
for a véry simple reason: we express and we feel complete and
total sblidarity with all organizations which relate in a
revalutionary:way ta coﬁditions in this country. .We are con-
cerned about the extenﬁ to which they .appsar to be singled
out to have repressiﬂn visited upon them‘f and to the extent
that it 1is possible? ﬁe do all that we can to support members
of other nrganizétions who find themselves subjected in_a
specific way to efforts at repression; for example, we relate
to and defeﬁa meﬁbers of the Republic of New Africa, members
of the Welfare RightsLOrganization anq indeed we've represented
and falateé to memb%rsqu the Black Panther Party here locally
I(aérééll aé other members), But we feel that the principle .
TESﬁOﬁéiblllty of ﬁersons who are concerned about 601ng poli-
tical wark is that they first of all have an ‘obligation. to
eonduct themselves in such a way as to avoid incarceration,.
because the ﬁrimary re=ponsibility of revolutionaries is to

be ﬁbéut the.hﬁsiness of doing revolutionary work. And that. means

that your first responsibility is to do all that is in your

power to avoid becoming a defense o;ganizatinn. Nothhere?s-

'r- ¥

a very 1nteresting phenomanon that is operating here at this
meeting. One of the thlngs that I was alluding to when 1 was:
engaged in my crltlclsms. See, the first phenomanon is that .

the M C or the Master of Ceremonies (he who has the respon-
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sihiiity for this program) is exhiﬁiting a kind ofistandard
and fairly pfedictable psycophantic white response. That 1is,
there are bloods speaking:'l am reluctant to exercise any
control over the meeting because they are‘bioods. What is it?
Is it the cat's into a psychnphantic*thiﬁgﬁ Is the cat just
afraid:that he's a blood? Or fs-it the vosition that any ut-
terance fhat 1s ever madge by any blood, at any time is pro-
foundly fevalutianafy in content ang should not be in any

way stifled, stymied, ordered, directed, or organizecd? Ve
régard that as being a wholeéale abdication of responsibility
to use time efficiently and to use time of other people'effi-
ciently. That's one observation that we would want1to make in
cohnecfion with what we pick up on.

The other thing that we plck up on at the meeting like
this is that we got, you know, all the people here are basically
local people, live in the wmetropolitan area, live in thé city
of Detrolt They're here to relate to what is c#lled a Lepres-
sion Confereﬁde, and the discussion with the éxception of £hé
dlscu531on Wlth Chairman Rob (who presently r651des here and‘

who is the nbgeot of an effort at extradltlon) the dlscuss1nn

relates to the "pulltlcal prisoners” strung out all aver

the country No discussion whatsoever with regard to what'

AL B

g01ng down in Detroit, what's g01ng gown in the metropolltan
area and how you relate to that What does that say? I
There are people here for example who are so unaware Sf

what's going down in terms of serious effort at making reﬁolu—

tionary change in this city that'when they seelzeﬁtefnal
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objects of admiration in relation to what they ﬁerceive as
belng revolutionaries. They are forced to canvas the counfry
and relate to, let us say, New Haven, Fort Hooﬂ, Texas, Fort
Jackson, Fort Dix, Ililwaukee Fourteen or whatever. Ve éduld
go on, Texas Southern Five, Fort Jackson Eight and so forth.
What they don't realize is that the wholesale wmurders going
down right heré in the city of Detroit, wholesale murders in-
deed going down wherever you find yourself in this counfry.

" And that there are persons being killed who are not Pénfhers,
that there are pelitical organizations which are being sub-
jected to attacks which are not Black Panther Orgaﬁizatibns
and we're not suggesting for a second that we have the remo-
test interest in having these‘thingé recognized sb;%hét persons
can say -- well, there's been a fairly impressive list of
shall we say Panther casualities. It becones tﬁe responsibility
of other spealiters to attempt to match it or perhaps top it.
We're not relating to that. What we're relating'fo is tﬂe

-responsibhility of pdlitically serious people to récognize
what's going down where they find themsélves, because that's
where they've got an obligation to do work. The reality is
that you ain't in New Haven, that you éanhof do a damn tﬁing
for Bobby Seale and ynﬁ cannot do a damn thing for the Panther
2l. You can't ‘do anything for Fred Hampfoﬁ and Mark Clark.
You can't do anything for David Hillafd, but you can do some-
thing where you find yourself; That'is, you can be about the

business of doing serious revolutionary work. What do I mean

by this? We say that the League of Revolutionary Black Workers

-
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is a serious ﬂrganization with a serious program thaﬁ has
been consistently working over the years and we point proudly,
not ?0 the nuwmbers of persons that we have in jail, not to Fhe
numbers of persons that_we have unﬁer indicment. . Ve point_.
proudly to the fact that we have functioned as a serious re-
volutionary organization for years and we have not one man
in jail. We point proudly to that fact. And, we don't say
that lightly, and we don't say that because we haven't been
guhjécted tolgffﬁrts to place us 1in jail. The last year for
examﬁle? has been replete with instances in which efforts .
have been made to place wmembers of the League of Revolutionary
Black_Werkers Central Staff and member organizations in Jail
and we will briefly canvas them for the information of those
whorarﬁ present. IMember of Central Staff General Gordon Baker,
| Ybu_gee that, I think it is the responsibility of persons
engaged in political work to select from their comrades their
herqeg} And while I have profound respect for other men, in
other_organizatinns, who are brothers who are relating to the

1iberatiqn struggle; my principle respect and my uﬁdyingﬂlﬂve

and affection anc my primary responsibility and obligation

goes to my comrades in struggle. Persons with whom I am as-

soﬁ;afeq - those are my heroes and those are the persons °
*ﬁpgg pqsﬁérs I have on my wall, my brothers. And ﬁhen we talk
ﬁboéﬁ mf brothers we understand that people in Detroit h;v;
ﬁegn.suﬁjedted to efforts at inearceratioﬁ and what is styled

.repréSsionJ But thé significantly different factor when you

begin to 1dok.at bloods who arc operating in Detroit in all

the organizations, incidently, is the fact that the MAN does
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not have them anywhere in jail. Be he RNA, be he Pehther, be he

League; be he whatever. Non.c of theu...none of thee.;.nene of
them...are in jail and that says something. What deee thet’say?
It says, number one, we've got a highly sephietieated black
community in the city of Detroit and that:we releteLiﬁ such a

way as to make it imﬁeesible for the Mﬁﬂ te frame ue on jive
chicken ehit”eharges. What do I mean by this? He‘eean a number
of things For ecxample, there has been diseussien; thefefeae eeen
discussion ef‘peepie'eeing eharged with varieusbkinés of conspi-
racies. There is.one thing tﬁat-must be undereteed;.when &eu talk
abeut'ﬁeepie*bé{hg?eﬁafgeé with conspiracies. Areeneeireey_under
law is'defineﬂ*e;'an egreement betweehiz erlmefe1pereons te-per—

pertrate an unlawful act, or an agreement between 2 or more per-

> Py

sons fe+perpertf3te a lawful aet in an unlawful manner, What

does thisfmeaﬁ?'This‘meene that.the enly way yeu ceﬁ be eracked

fer eonsp1raey is for one ef the partles te the eeneplraey

to teet1fy egelnet yeu. That's the enly way you can be cracked

in a eenepifaey. Nhet does that mean? That means then that you must

be a member ef-a pelltleal organlzatlen that is structured in sueh

I.. " A &

a way as te make it p0551b1e for your enemy te be in a p051tien to

"I l.i!

sit on a witnese stand and plauslbly run to the MAN that yeu are

‘

‘a part of a eensplraey to do some ridiculous thing. Ne_say'tpat we

do not reIEte to eﬁ organization that permits that kind of pene-
ik : s :

tration and that 15 one of the reasons why we have not been

subjected te efforts at ceneplraey altheugh there hes been!ene

effort, that being the Feeeral Grand Jury that cenvened in the
city te 1nvest1gate members of the League of Revquﬁ}qne;y Black

i L] &
.r! m @
f!
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Workers who also are members of the Steering Committee of the

Blsek Economic Development Conference around the question of the

Msnifeste. People like liike Hamlin, people like Chuck Wooten, people

like John Williems; people like Luke Tripp, and other seebers

of the League of ﬁevelutienery Black Vorkers have bees subjected

to the microscopic scrutiny of the federal blood hounds. We

were successful to date in that no indictments have been

returned.

Jehn Wstson; menber of Central Staff of the League ef

E;Revolutienary Workers, former famous editor of the

Seuth End newspaper., John ‘/atson was attacked Jehs Wetsen

Has seught to be prosecuted for allegedly beating the hell

out of a white television newsman in the offices of the Seuth

End, who cane to interviewlhim to get his opinien of a letter

written hy'tﬁe president of Wayne State University ehsrgisé
 his paper'with being eﬁtiwsemitie. The Detroit News and ether

raclst 1nst1tut1ens in the city of Detrelt 1ncluding Jjive
“11bersl 1nst1tut10ns sueh as the UAV/ Wthh is epposed to
wstsen'becsuse he is a member of the League ef'Revolutienury
‘Black Werkers, which ergsnlzatlen was.us1ng the Seuth Ind

as an organizing vehlele  That is to say, that sfter the

Inner City Velee ﬁent eut of bus1ness we teek over the South End

with the explieit nurpese in mind, To use the resources of

that printed ergen to organize workers in the plents,

This was being dene, and this represented the reason Jehn
Watson was atteeked...snd you found such perverse things‘
going down in the city as the racist Detroit News pretendlng.

to be not anti-sewmitic and charging the bloods with being ﬂ
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anti-semitic. John Watson was not anti-semitic. John Watson

was not prbsecuted and attempting to be charged for

beating the hell out of a white newsiien, because he was a mémbér of
allegedly beat up Joe Weaver. He was charged because he was a
memberlof a revolutionary organization and he was making an effi-
ciént revolutionary use of an avaiiable resource to repiace
resources we no longer had. He took over the paper.

Ron liarch, member of the Central Staff of the Leaguc of
Revolutionary Black Workers. One of the founding members of
DRUHE(ﬁédge Pevolutionary Union HMovement) which went on strike
in 1958; closed down the Dodge lMain plant, which related to
ELDRUM (Eldon Avenue Revolutionary Union Movement ) anothef
member organization that closed down the Eldon Avenue Assembly
plant whieh makes axel housing, wheel wells and so forth,
which if it had remained closed for another day would ﬁave
paralyzed all assembly operations in all Chrysler plants in
the eountry. Injunctions were gotten, naming members of the
Central Staff. ‘Naming ‘Jooten, naming General Baker who was
already on probation for allegedly carrying a concealed

weapon during the 1966 so called mini riot, the Kerehevel

Street ineident as it is referred to. AN sought to bust him

for violating the injunection by demonstrating in oppositien
to Chrysler Corporation. They were uneucessfuli Ron Ma:ch
‘was charged ~ and we just completed his trial last mogﬁh; he
was charged with assault and battery on a police dfficer ffom
the tenth precinet. They contended that Ronald March had

nothing better to do when he got off from work but to get in
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a car and play burper tag with scume rollers ryidipng axyound 1in

a warl-ed scout car. We heat that. Iliyself a weitbher of the
Central Staff had scue probleiis in terms of being cited for

conteunt. Presently, being ﬁubgected to dlsbartent for alleg-

i |

édly_characterlﬁlng, trathinily, the conJUﬁt cf a iudge - the
racist honky fool. Ve cca'ﬁ g0 on intervinahly. YOung brothers

in the BlacP Student V01cﬂ heen ejéctea fror. schools,

(P

Naréhern High School, f r ex: o ‘lerren lcilpine Raveith
Jackson. Young 1rotne*a, Wﬂisﬁiine Dalrfi Mlt“hell who have_
bééntﬁicked out 4% 1 ngblaﬁd farv High - Jusf wut on fwo yeavr
prohafion by a é:?Cﬁlt Court ‘nge becaﬁse he was dlstrlbufin

the Blach Snuﬂeut Voice in ngrland Parl Higﬂ Schanl e ceul@

- 'l' 1

gﬁ on and on witn persosns in oygsn izations whu have heen sought

to be'éftacked. Eut we ﬁfbuuly nroﬂlalr to the world that all
of our )ronle ;? are LEJt Yya of ocur organ;zatlan are stlll

on the street 3ud are otill wor“ing. lioreovey. we say anﬁ wei
ﬂlalm soue TESpeﬁﬂlbiliﬂy Tor ¥eening reubers of othexr or-

W T

ganizationg on the girest, whare they can Etlll work i.e.

o s | , |
Hibhit We say that ta say what? Ve ﬂay that tﬂ say a very
Ko

-

simple thlng, that "H:“-fixﬂh cuch as naeﬂe Ehould theo: ectlcally
at leﬁs%r he ;uélgned.fo ave tnelir 5nditéryfgéfves effectedlﬁy
sound waves traoveling soross the ether. We say that onb of 1he
thingsifhaﬁihugﬁg to cone ont of such a solitical @iscussion is sore

understanding of what wight bhe rcgarded as being a n-oper course.

J Ll = W .2 1
SR ! A : EEt : 5 ! . Vb . 1 X, R W 5 o
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of conduct to pursue, if you're about the business of revo-
lutionary change. And that also deals with the question of
Oppression and Repression, because repression is that which
is to be logically expected by & person who perceives you as
a serious threat to the maintenance of conditions which are
beneficial to him. You are to be honored when you find your-

self as the object of an act of repregsion, because he would

not, for a second, consider expending energy 1n ¢irecting 1t

toward you if you did néi{ in soule miniwnal way, at least,
represent soue threat to the way things are being done in this
country. But, the »nriuary thing that can be done to »Hrevent
the occurance of repression is for those of us of the opjpressed
classes to talke over, to talke Hower, to run every god darn
thing in this country. To run everything in this world and
certainly to start out by running everything in this ecity. -
So, we say the first responsibility of revolutionary organ-
izations is to advance and practice a progran that is designed
to nroduce that one and only thing that can bring about an

end to repression and that is take power. How does the League
of llevolutionary Blacl- Jorkers relate to that? Just briefly,
some of the things the League of ilevolutionary Blac) VWori-ers
is indeed .involved in is organizing blaclt worirers because the
League proceeds from the analysis that it 1s necessary to
huinanize the world, that racisii, mongvoly capitalisit and
izperialisii, the institutional structure that 1s designed to
maintain those three things, be destroyed. - And, we say that

the point of greatest vulnerability of such a system is the
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point of produétion in the econoniic infra-structure of this
systeui. So we say that it makes sense teo organize worlers
inside of the »nlants to precipitate the uaxiuuu dislocation
and the waxiwum paralysis of the oneration of the ‘capitalist,
iﬁﬁefiélist machine. And¢ that is why we organize worlers; we
do not siiply define workers in the orthodox sense of he who
toils Iabdriously witﬁ his hands over a lathe or on the line,
or in ‘the triw shon or in the fraiie plant or in the foundry,
‘le say that all people who don't own and rule and benefit from
- decisions which are made by those who own and rule are workers.
That includes black students who are kicled out of schools
for examnle, hecause these black students understand very
clearly the fact that the instruction that they get is de-
signed to nreduce fodder for, fuel for, the maintenance and
the on-going operation of this econouie waehine. We understand
in other words, that the 9roéuctive relations of this society,
~ ~that the way it's organized in teruis of its economy deter-
mines how the educational structure is going to respdnd to
it an¢ we then understand that Horthern High School, for
exaunle, and the Northwestern iligh School for exauple, are
deliberately structured in such a way as to produce potential
uneuployed rien during neriods of what are euphemistically
referred to as recessions, anc/or in the alternative, bloods

can go to Saigon and die braveiy for this country for which

we have no reason whatsoéver for dying. That's what the edu-

cational systen is designed in such a way as td’reflebi'gfg;
cisely what is ordered and what is required to be dﬁné'ﬁthhe

econouic systeii. /e see that relationship. VWe say that all
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pefsons'ﬁho are op?fessed are worzers. Jhether they’&re‘par}
witted to particivate productively in the operation of this socity
society is detervined, not by the fact that they are or'a}e'not
workers, but by the fact that the men who control the weans bf
ﬁrnduétiﬁn organize thewm(the ueans of preduetian) in such a”way
'hs'to'make theu unnucessary. And the way that you solve that
problei is to tale over the total ownership and couplete con-
trol of those devices of »rocduction, so that you have a society
 where you do not have nroduction for »nrofit but »Hroduction for the
'ﬁEe'ST those who do the producing. Je're counitted to the devel-
hbpment of that ind of society. And we say fﬁéf'you do not de-

" velope that kind of society necessarily in the joint. But we
ﬁndéfétéﬂé;fhat theremare instaﬁces'in wiiich céts will gef cracl-
ed and thera ain't nothing they can do about it - they re g01ng
to get ?anped on - they're Zoing to bhe jammed up - we understand
that. SG we argah;ze workers, VWe also understand that thézﬁnly
ﬁay tﬁagpyéuiend‘oﬁpression is not hy circulafﬁng petiiibﬁé; not
bj wfitingiletters io the attorney generél is not }aétlﬁg gél—
lerieé in the state legislature, is not by uerand1ng meetlngs on
the thlrd floor of Detroit “Dllne ﬂeadqualters W1th whoever the
.black admlhlstratlve assistant is to the current nﬁllce cowmis—
51§ner ﬁléht be. ile say thgt tiie only ueans wherehbhy fnu dé-fhis
is to run the »nolice deyartueﬁt, is to run the city,. 1551ﬁé-éay

we're coumitted to'running the city,in order to do this we've got

to develone a political rlachine. Anﬂ when we say that we're inter- |

4 ! b

estéé’fn develﬂmlng a wolltlcal machlne we Go not delude ﬂhrselves &

¥ L]
j E-- [ » = & ] o . & L i 1 fr
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for a second into suggesiing ther's an alternative route to

:gg destructlon of the opprecsor shnrt of actually having to
destroy him. We don‘t Jeceive ourselves, But we don't engage

in superficial discussions bsiween that catv relafting to electoral
politics, that bullshit. We relaie to whatever's going to give
us the power we need to create and widen the sphere with in which
we can function to bring 2bout ﬁhé deatruction of this country.

We don't engage in bullshit arguments about, thait's reformist-

that's not refcrmist - whai's reformist is that which 1is counter

reyvolutionary. What is not reformist or what defines what is
counter-revolutionary is any action that conduces ﬁo thg greater
creation of a larger predizposition on the_part of mast people’ to
view revolution as the only course of conduct availéble tn the
end of oppresaicn. That's what we reiate to - that's what we
understand and see very clzsarly as being real. One ﬁf the means
that we hegln to approach that is that there has been a bill
passed that proposes to deceitrallze the Detroit Sehool Syiem -

' to create between 7 and 1i regions; ta create local reglonal

governing bodies that will relate in certain ways to the communi-

tis in which fﬁéy find themcselves and relate in other ways to what
remains a so-called Central Board whose members will be increased
;ﬁd-éon oh. We have no illusions about decentralization and
commugity control being the solution 1o the problem., We don't
-ﬁay that cpmmunity control will end anything; but we do say
that'iflthat bill, for example, affords an opportunity to

organize people around the concept of taking power; that we

will relate to the bill on :that level. And in order to do that,

the West Central Organization, (which is headed by John Jatson
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a nember of the League, has been relating to; having Decentrali-

3

i&tioﬁicbnferenées and at%eﬁﬁting*to éevélbp'a mechanism to

organize a political machine 30 thﬁflwe can take power via what-
evbfuﬁedﬂéiis-ﬂeé;é;éryd1 e unders%aﬁd the Beed for a theoreti-
dal'o}gﬁhr- for a £;¥61ﬁ%i;ﬁafy o}gan £ for a.hewépapef for a
means of communication; so we're making efforts fo dévelap a
high quality press. We've had some problems - we've printed

the paper- they're persons wio have all kinds of views of the
Inner-City Voice—- none-the-1less we keep puszhin' it because we
think it's a serious revolutionary document. A part from that
the League runs Journalism schools. The League is training young
people to write. In addition to training young people to write,
the League is in the process of establishing printing presses
and printing shops and printing newspapers in four parts of this
country. That's another progam because we understand the need
for an accurate and truthful dissemination of information. What
we say very simply is this - that, yes we can stand up and raisé
our hands and we cen declaim mightily about the existence of Hon-
kies -- that Black is Beautiful and we can hang bullets around
our neck and wear 21! kinds of daisikies but that's not going to
bring about an end to opprescion. What really is going to bring
about an end to oppression is doing very serious and very hard
work over a fairly protracted period of time, that is designed

to increase the liklihood of people taking power. And we say

that theLeague represents that kind of organization and we say
that it's iwoportant to talk about the League in that connection,

at what is styled a repression conference because we say that

the only means of ending that repression is to take power over
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that system in which you find yourself and th&t's how we relate
to the question of repression.

If there are any responses, observation on those brief

L EasTh |
comments - we'll deal with them anyway you want. I'll lay'—-

if not, cool




