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Continuing Revolution
By Stages

The ultimate objectives of revolution in Australia
are socialism and then the building of Communism.
We speak of socialism as the first stage of Communism.
it is the stage where the maxim “from each according to
his ability, to each according to his work” prevails,
the stage where socialism has emerged from capitalism
and bears the birthmarks left by capitalism upon it.
Communism is the stage where the maxim “‘from each
according to his ability, to each according to his needs”
prevails, where the birthmarks left by capitalism have
gone, class struggle has been eliminated and the govern-
ment of people is replaced by the administration of

things. It takes a historical epoch of socialism to reach
the stage of Communism.

We are adherents of the theory of continuing
revolut!on by stages. Our view is that the Australian
r;volutlon is a continuing revolution by stages. The
fust stage of the Australian revolution is the- anti-
imperialist, national democratic stage which involves
the unity in struggle of all Australian anti-imperialists
led by the ‘workers and aimed at expelling the imperial-
ists, defeating the local collaborators with the imperial-
ists, socialising their factories, mines, etc. taking over

other key sections of the economy, establishing demo-
cracy with real content. This is the stage of people’s
democratic dictatorship. Through it, the struggle for
complete socialism goes on and through that, the struggle
for communism goes on. This is the broad picture of
continuing revolution by stages. It is impossible to
impose schemes upon events (they have a nasty habit of

rejecting schemes) or to impose fixed, arbitrarily created

ideas. We are dealing with class struggle against a definite
enemy, aimed at seizing state political power from tnat
enemy and establishing people’s power. There is no
doubt that this will almost certainly be resisted with
force and violence (qualitatively more force and violence
than the ordinary force and violence by which the ruling
class now rules) and that the people led by the workers
will seize power by their own force and violence, chief
weapon of which is a people’s army. This struggle arises
from objective conditions which are in a continuing
process of change and development. The process can be
forecast in general because there has been enough exper-
ience to show the general laws of its development but its
precise form and circumstances cannot be forecast.

Through a process of ever deepening stuf;ly and
making many €ITors, Communists in Australia have
come to understand something of the principles of
continuing revolution by stages. One such error was
the skipping or slurring over the stage of national
democratic revolution, and the view that the contentlof
the Australian revolution was proletarian socialist with
the immediate transition t0 socialism. The correction of

3



:tt,.e strategy
o

the sentiment

from having
very precious
from and a

and of: the producers in large workshops and
s, their transformation into actual socialised
oduction and socialised producers. But the
oducers and means of production and their
e stil! treated, after this change, just as they
| before, 1.e. as the means of production and the
" of individuals. Hitherto, the owner of the
ts of labor had himself appropriated the pro-
ause, as a rule, it was his own product and
tance of others was the exception. Now the
the instruments of labor always appropriated
f the product, although it was no longer his
but exclusively the product of the labor of
s, the products now produced socially were
oriated by those who had actually set in
he means of production and actually produced
ymodities, but by the capitalists. The means of
on, and production itself, had become in essence
d. But they were subjected to a form of
ion which presupposes the private production
als under which, therefore, every one owns
product and brings it to market. The mode of
on is subjected to this form of appropriation,
it abolishes the conditions upon which the
2 (Socialism Utopian and Scientific)

#ﬂhé understanding of this process md _r.hc
‘which it compels ie. for the SOCLfi.ll.BCd
establish socialised ownership, that continual-
tGI, socialist ideas. The workers see at first



hand the parasitical

it o character of capitali

socialis . . apitalism. In Austral.
ed production and individual (rn:nu;:;:wl:'

ropriati .
ggo?ll:;;na?ln ﬂ(lzwtr?crshlp). are far advanced. They arc |
the material basi rfne more and more advanced. . B
asis for socialist ideas is continually £’ 4

panding in Australia. Communi
1 ; unists most ' A
this and propagate the ideas of sociaji:::sn.C“:ﬂalnly s

The decisive form of the indivi
€« dual ist
:pu;;t);;aqon of the products of socialii?dwi:l[))zi‘
- and' ll:c:i);:fopnanoﬂ by the foreign giant monc -
< kcpartncts of these foreign giants. This
P d:): 1s, other working people, intermedia-
e pcgzzsle and native capitalists into conﬂic;
mme t giants which directly exploit the
R~ crush them. It is the expulsion and ex
ation of these monopolies that is the basis of th: ll;i‘:-‘:
:’tage of continuous revolution and the basis for uniti :
road sections of the people against imperialist domi::lag

tion. The workers engaged in sociali ‘
the leaders of the united forces. i ction age

Thus the enthusiasm for socialism needs a scien
analysis to carry that enthusiasm into realisa:ion. S;l:;:

say it is wrong to talk about

only concerned with a people’s ; because we are

tic revolution. Or they say if th t democra-

ism, it frightens off the capit talk about social-

join the anti-imperialist united othcrwuc
course, it is

Socialist workers that e W

~ movement led

the anti-impcria]ists in the struggjf: to ex-
he imperialists, This 15 a stage that must be
ough. At all stages of the anti-imperialist struggle
s class struggle as to which class will lead but it 1s
tnate to the central theme of struggle, anti
yerialism. After the expropriation of the imperialists,
s class struggle continues. It is a matter as yet of
ality and a certain speculation as to the form it
or as to the form the thoroughgoing trans-
tion to socialism will take. There is no set path or
re. Events and struggle determine it. Certainly the
Jists will struggle; certainly the workers will
gle. The laws of history, of social development,
e that the Australian workers will succeed in

ishing socialism.
The conditions in Australia are vastly different

those in China and China’s revolution of necessity

ed and follows 2 different course from that in
it is a process of conunuifig

d we can learn an immense

amount from China’s revolution and appropriate what
: ditions in Australia. Chairman

“Taken as 2 whole, the Chinese revolutionary
by the Communist Party embraces the
two stages, i-c- the democratic and the socialist t'eVOIu-
tions, which are two essentially different revolutionary
and the second process can be carried through
the first has been completed. The democratic



- socialist
inevitable

Thus it is
_ S‘t‘ senti-

320.532207
“E€96C



