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In accordance with a decision by
representatives of The Forgs, the ex-
ecutive of the Quebec District and two
membaers of the central leadership, the
article by Donald and Bernard was to

appear alone , presenting their explan-
ation of what had happened to the
WCP, the situation in the organization
and some perspectives for the Forge,

. Subsequentiy a generai meeting
of the Forge Journalists and produc-
tion stafl attended by Quebsc District
and centra! leadership representa-

" lives, decided by majority vote to

simultaneously publish a response to
this article, and to present both as
oplnions in the current dabate.

The April 7 meeting.of the Quebec -

District executive considered that this’
decision overrides.the unanimous po-
sition of the execulive.

At the April @ meeting: of the full
Quebec District Committee, it was
agreeed that it is the task of The Forge
and the leading bodiss of the ordani-
zatiomw to encourage expression of the
various currents in the debate.

Vieswpoint

The WCP as It existed since 1979
with its political program and statutes
no longer exists today.

Following fundamental criticisms
from workers, forces of the left, ex

members, sympathizers and friends of .
the WCP entered.

the organization,
into a period of acute political crisis in
the fall of 82. What we understand of

this crisis today is that it is not just a:

passing thing, nor an’unfortunate
moment in our history.

sin our opinion, It
profound crisis facing progressive and

revolutionary forces ‘internationally: {-
certain questions related te the nature |

of socialism (evaluation of existing
soclal!sm today and projects for soc-
iallsm “in the future); the path of

revolutionary change in an advanced

capitalist country; the crucial guest-
lons concerning new relationships be-

tween men and women and the under-.

standing and use of Marxist theory in
the latter part of the 20th century.

Within the WGP this crisis mani-

fested itself particularly in criticisms’

of our positions and past practice
concerning democracy, workers’ pow-
er in a revolutionary organization,

developmenis in the feminist move-

See page 10

is part of a |

Reply

We welcome the initiative of
Donald and Bernard in launching the,
debates on the demise of the WCP and
future perspectives for The Forge and
we would like to take this opportunity
io explain our dlsagreements with
their views.

The basic facts of the past 8ix
months are not In dispute. The WCP
as it existed is no more. Briefly, the
party was hit by ‘a severe crisis, the
product of serious errors in program
and- practice Thesé | errors include
chauvinism towards women and nat-

Jlonalties, especially the Québec nat-

ion, elitism ‘and disdain for workers
within the party, sectarian attitudes
towards other forces on the left, and
so forth (there is not space to elabor--
ate here). ‘

At ihe same time, our dnmcultres
are closely linked to broader problems
in the world revolutionary movement
and the left-- the hislorical experience
of socialism, and especially the stag-
nation of Marxism ‘in the advanced
industrialized world. All this has rais-

" ed fundamental questions about soc-
“jalism and the road to revolution in

Canada, the role and place of women,

; ﬂorkers and oppreqsed nationalities in
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RAGE

To our
readers

As you know by now, The Forge
has not published for the last several
months because of the political and-
financial crisls In the old WCP.

The party congress held in January=
decided to formally put an end to the:
old WCP and continue functioning s’
a ravolutionary organization while f
summing up the experience of the
WCP and clarifying our political posi-.
tions for the future. It also
decided 1o continue publishing The:

-Forge, within the limits of our material-

capabilities, as a necessary part of!

- this process.

Since then, dlfﬂcu!ties in’ reorga-
nizing as well as continued financial.

‘problems have delayed resumptlon of
_publ:ca’uon even in this new, less ‘

expensive format.
With this issue we hope to resume

" regular publication,though not on a

weekly basis as before. As well, at
least for the near future, the paper will
be produced in this duplicated,
smaller format in order to save money.
Many former WCP members have
left, and the hand-to-hand subscrip-

tion network has to a large extent

_ broken down.
.with many subscribers. 80 while we,
_will make every ettort to get this and
“future issues to you,

We have lost centact

if you discover
that you have not received your copy,:
or if you know other peopie in this
sltuation, pleass inferm us by sending -
your name and address.to: The Foige,
P.O. Box 364, Place d’Armes Station,
Montreal, Quebec, H2Y 3H1.

For the nex!l issue we suggest
concentrating on three subjects: un= .
employment; the Québec national
question (for June 24), and the ques-
tion of Marxism, We await your contri-
butions and suggestions.

Send your articles before May 1
typed, double-spaced. ‘Any help. ls
appreciated,

Inside
Congress report

. See page 5
Quebac Cmmon Front |
Ses page 2 3
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Quebec Common Front: un, dented attack on democracy

‘it's not

“We needed a gensral strike by all
Common Front workers, with real sup-
port from the whole Quebac labour

- movement. That was the oniy way to
.force the Quebsc govemment to back
off and to beat its antl-Common Front

legislation,” says one Quebsc teachsr.

Yet desplte the unprecedented anti-
union attack of Quebec laws 111, 105
and 70, dospite tho datermination of
the union rank and file and the exam-
ple given by the teachers’ strike, there
was no general strike by Quebec's
Common Front of public sector
unions. Why not?

True, the Partl Québécois govem-
ment had been preparing for this
confrontatlon for a long time. Bul
above all, it had help In the collabora-
tionist approach of ths top Quebec
unlon leadership. As well, no orga-
nized political alternative able to re-
present the interests of Quebec wor-
king people prasently oxists.

a2~ PO STRATEGY

More than two years ago the Que-
bec government declded to recover
large sums of money out of the
wages of its public sector
employees. Using the excuss of an
unprecedented budget deflicit, its
spring, "81", budgel announced
5640 million worth cutbacks In Quebec
health care and education. At the
opening of a Parti Québécois conven-
tion in December, 1981, Premier René
Lévesque announced his intention to
‘reopen colleclive agreements in the
province's public sector. This was
followed up in practice with the Pari-
zeau buddet of May, 1982, and a series
of laws (68,70, 72). _

Rumour has it that the Quebec
government, anxious to maintain its
standing on the international money
markets, had offered its assurance
that wages would be ¢ut in Quebec’s
public sector as a sort of “loan gua-
rantee.” But the government’s stra-
tegy goes further than that. The
cutbacks, the reopening of coniracts
and the decrees in the public sector
are pant and parcel of the govern-
ment’s plan for gstting cut of the
current econiomic crigls, a plan
developed In concert with the private
sector and aimed at the Quebec labour
movement as a whole., The govern-

the time to collab:

ment’'s economic policy paper, Chal-
lenges for Quebec i, illustrate its
approach, mixing high technology and
education "“reform with cooperation
between classes and a new social
contract,

‘Hence the need to get rid of the
union’s Commeon Front in the public
sector once and for all. This regularly
recccuring obstacle shows up every
three or four years, calling for better
working conditions and wages as well
as higher quality education and health
services. So the government was
aiming for both short-term econoric
gains -~ recovering millions of dollars
in wages and maintaining its standing
on the money méarkets -- and-tongterm
polltical gains of Immenseg importan-
ce. The idea was simple: - to alter
fundamentally - the -way negotlations
go on in the Quebec public sector and
break the.Common Front once and for
all. This in turn would hit hard at
Quebec labour as a whole, breaking
any militant tendencies and allowing
private sector bosses to successfully
continue their cutbacks and shut-
downs, The PQ hoped to eliminate
any opposition to its blueprint for
getting Quebec out of the crisis — and
to its vision of a society where dispu-
tes just don’t happen.

" Looked at in this light, law 111 --
meant to bring Quebec's striking
teachers to heel -- is no accident. Nor
does It mark the end of the govern-
ment’s strategy. Already Lévesque Is
lalking of eliminating totally the right
to strike in Quebec’s hospitals. Al-
ready Quebec Chamber of Commerce
President Serge Langlois is calling for

changes to the labour code to favour -

private enterprise. The Quebec cons-
truction industry, the paper compa-
nies, Provige, have announced thelr
intention to question wage increases
already agreed to In signed coliective
agresments. '

The government took on an early
lead in this dispute, and didn't waste
any time! it orchestrated a propaganda.
campalgn almed at what it called
“orivileged” and “egotistical” public
sector workers. |t did all it could. to
dlvide workers among themselvas --
public sector vs private sector, low-
wage earners vs the higher-paid. This
campaign made itself felt even within
the unions. And when the time came,

the government brought out the big
stick, ranging from fines (26,176 cases
are before the courts, including 25,880
against rand-and-file unlonists) to law.
111 itself. The government did not
hesitate to attack democracy and fun-
damental civil rights by by-passing
both provincial and federal charters of
rights. ;

LEADERS COLLABORATE

The PQ government had an impor-
tant advantage on its side in all this,
and that was the ideology of class
‘collaboration pushed by the top union
leaders and many among union paid
staff. The single main reason why
there was no general sirike in the
public sector, and no political strike
by the labour movement, was the
capitulation and even sabotage of the
Jeaders of the Confederation of Natio-
nal Trade Unions (CSN), the QUEBEC
Federation of Labour (QFL) and the
Quebec teachsrs’ union, the CEQ.

Rather than counter the govern-
ment propaganda campaign against
the public sector workers, the top
union leadars preached moderation
and cooperation. In the press, ex-CSN
‘president Norbert Rodrigue spoke of
the need for public sector workers to
present a “self-criticism.” In the days
following the 50,000-strong demons-
tration in April, 1982, againsi cutbacks
and the reopening of contracts, the
three union leaders could find nothing
better to do than to take part in the
Quebec City econemic summit, which
looked at the creation of the perma-
nent tripartite bodies proposed in
Challenges to Quebec Il.

At the CSN convention in May
1982, the union's leadership pushed
through acceptance of the idea of
“national negotiations™ -- at the very
same moment that Finance Minister
Parizeau was bringing down his bud-
get and confirming his intention to
egliminate wage Increases agreed to in
the collective agresment, During the
same period the QFL and the Montreal

Teachers Alliance were talking about |

establishing a "“sollidarity fund" to help

_out businesses In trouble. And In
. January of this year, with common

Front walkouts about to occur, the
three labour leaders were.  at another
economic summit meeting in Quebec.



with the governmeant’

City.

There was no general strike becau-
se the union leaders had neither the
willingness to fight nor a plan of
attack. There was no general strike
because the union leaders’ strategy,
and that of a good number of union
statfers, is based not on confidence in
the working class, but on tripartism
and class collaboration with the go-
vernment and the bosses.’ While great
and growing determination was deve-
loping among the rank and file, along
with concrate strategies for the strike
from the leadership came a constant
push for cooperation with government
and business. _

As a result the leadership did not
build unity between public and private

sactor workers., Nordid it try to amass
the strength and support needed en
the \"orkefs side, It did not denouce
tha PQ government's strategy for get-
ting out of the crisis, nor attempt to
buile! a political struggle against the
government, Instead it did all it could,

w@m S («HL:"ugj

Thte Common Front conflict con-
cerns women more than anyore gles
for a number of reasons:

- two third of tha workers involved are -

women
- 225,000 women are affected by tha
government decreas, which represents
close to 20 por cent of  women on
the Quebac labour

suffer from a work stoppage in the
public sector, because they are the
ones who have to take care of the
children who can’t go to school or to
thsir daycare centers, and they are ths
anes who take care of the sick who did
net siay long enough in the hospitals,
etc.

Tha women Common {ront workers
who went out on sfrike had to hava
good reasons for deing so...and they
did. Besidos the serious sotbecks to
their union rights and workina condi-
tions, there were the setbacks and the
deterioration of public services in. -
Québec. This Is of great concern io
women because thase, services are
usually extznsions of what used to be
housework, and which lightened the

n"r-}";f»‘,

market,
- woman are also the first onss o,

to push “national negotiations,” even
squabbling over who should lead such
negotlations { I.e. who shouid be the
government’s number one partner). It
took advantags of the labour move-
ment's fears of losing members and

dues money, and grabbed at every.

chance of collaborating that the go-
vernment held out 1o it. To top it all
off, the leadership didn’t hesitata to
ignore'uni.on' democracy in its attempt
to countér rank-and-file militancy—
‘decisiond where ‘ignored or reversed,
strike votes were retaken endlessly

until the workers bscame discoura~
ged, workers wers ordered to return to
work in the hospltals, etc.

When the government brought:

ut law 111, the strike movement
bagan to galn momentum and support
bagan to roll in, but rather than lead
this movement &nd fight back, the
leaders gave in. Mcanwhile postal
workers' presidant Jean-Claude Parrot
was calling for organized support for
the teachers.

™
Common
purcen of woman in society as they
weredeavaeloped.

For exemple, before homes for
the elderly were set up, women were
{he onea who cared for the elderly.
Before speciai inatitutions were set up

for handicappead children, women took .
cere of them, and before spacialised

services for ha idicappad children
daveloned _ like physictherapy women
took care of them.

If the Quebec government suc-
ceeds in Imposing its present policles,
women wlll be obliged to take on or
pay for services which will no longer
ba dispensed as public garvices, whe-
thar it be the care of taz il who will not
be hoapitalized long encugh, or helip-
Ing childran with iearning disabilities
kecausa spacialists in the schools will
have been - eliminated.

With Its atlacks on th2 largest
group of orpanized womerd in the
province, 'the Livesquec government
has demonsgir2'~d its anti-woman
character.

In the CEGEPs onewoman in two
will be affscted by *hs government
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by Richerd Desrosiers

The Common Front struggle was a
fight by rank-and-file union militants
against the government, despite their

_own leaders, People were prepared to

fight, but their deterrnination was oult~
manoeuvred by the leadership, whose
class collaborationist policy now:
threatens to lead to defeatism and
disillusionment.

VACUUTA ON THE LEFT

This situation was also affected by the'
political vacuum to the left of the Parti,
Québécois. In Quebec today there is

mo solidly organized left, nor is there|

an active workers party Involved In the
class struggle. Presently the tenden-.
cy among the various forces on the left!
is more towards questIOnlng than uni-
ty. The WCP was no exception to this;
in the recent period, gbing through a,
profound internal crisis.on the basis of 1
much questioning ot past positions. '
The Mouvement socialiste has also

Fromnt

proposals, and the proportion of wo-
man teachers will probably be cut in
ha!f, tc 16 percent—- the same level

women were at when the CEGEPs
were first set up.

- While women make up 66 percent
of the workforce in the public sector,
they represent only 32 percent of
CEGEP professors.

The ellmination of hundreds of
women from college teaching posts
carries the risk of a resurgence of the
old “masculine” " education that kept
women out of higher levels of teach-
ing.

Women were traditionally exclud-
ed from the teaching of phllosophy,
history and the sciences:with the res-
ult that women were also absent from
the content of these subjects as they
were taught, Thelr prescence and their
contribution to history, the arts, and
to production and culture was effect-
ively denied. The emergence of junior
college programs that deal with the
feminine epsrience is a very recent
phenomenon,
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'VICTORIA B.C.(ForgeCorrespondent)

In simultaneous raids throughout

the lower mainland, a large number of
Fisheries and RCMP officers served
summons against 129 Native Indlan
rpeople for the “illegal” sale of fish last
January 12.

The summons were served at four

A.M. by armed officials, accompanied
by the press who had been tipped off
.about the raid. People were dragged
from their beds and handed the sum-
‘monses. Also trucks towed away 54
vehicles (under the particular offence
people were charged with, any vehic-
les, boatls, equipment, etc., can be
confiscatied. During the raid, many
- people were intimidated and harrassed
and in a few cases beaten up. One
Native Elder, on crutches, in an
‘attempt to avoid the tow trucks,
bumped into an officer and was club-
bed over the head and knocked: to the
ground.

. Why were these people charged?

What terrible crime had they commit
ted to warrant an early morning “com-
.mando” rald? The 129 Native people
charged with “illegaly” selling fish for
their own consumption, face large
fines and jail sentences if convicted.

Five months ago,
RCMP officers set up a front operation
to buy “illegal” fish. Those charged
were people who allegedly sold the
fish to the RCMP officers. But why
were the 129 Native people charged

and only one non-native charged?
One Native leader commented:

“Perhaps the charges are part of the
big business government’s attacks
against the rights of little people like

us.We thought that the law people
were supposed tc protect us and our:

property. | guess we were wrong.
The system does not work for us.”
And a United Native Nafions leader
hads this to say:: “Racism, pure
racism. We have been bartering fish
for thousands of years and never
wasted fish. Now when we sell fish
they arrest us, beat us up and steal our
cars and trucks. Hell, the government
does not say boo to the Ku Klux Klan
or other such groups. Jjust us.”
Native Indian people in our soc-
iety live under severe oppression. A
high unemployment rate, low life ex-

11

two “retired™

pectancy rate, poor health care and
racist education, characterize the ave-
rage life of a Native Indian living in
Canada. The minimal rights they

.C Riative fishermen charged

enjoy are constantly under attack by
big business and governement.

See page §

Supnort for Quebec workers

TORONTO [Forge correspondent]—
Picketers from several major unions
marched outside Québec government
offices here March 14, to protest “the
most repressive anti-labour legisiation
in decades,” in the words of a flyer
handed out to rush-hour passers-by,!

The legislation In question is the:
Lévesque government's Bill 111, the
heavy-handed law that strips bargain-
ing rights from 75,000 teachers and
imposes new contracts complete with
wage rollbacks and loss of acquired
rights. _

“A lot of people who don't neces-
sarily support unions are appalied by
the law just on the grounds of civil
liberties,” said Janice Newson, chair-
person of the York University Faculty
Association and cne of the organizers
of the picket line.

She thinks Bill 111 is especially
dangerous because it not only rolls
Back wages, but compiletely guts the
collective bargalning precess by im-
posing non-negotiablie contracts
backed by harsh penalties.

She also malntains that the Qué-
bec government's attempts to  exert
control over the content and structur-
ing of education is part and parcel of a
generaiized move by governrnents
across the country.

For example, she explained, Ont-
ario also imposed public sector con-
tracts (although not as severe) with its’
Bill 179, and is trying to restructure:
education so as to centralize more’
power In its hands with Bill 127.

Newsom said there have been
many expressions of support and fin-
ancial donations from teachers’ un-
jons in Ontario to their counterparts in
Quebec. .She will be one of the;

Newson said there had been’
many  expressions of support and’
financial donations from teacher’s un-
ions in Ontario to their Quebec coun-
terparts. She was one of the featured.
speakers at a March 28 support rally,
organized by the Coalition of ‘concer-
ned Teachers with the baeking of the
Metro Labour Council. Other speakers
‘included Yvon Charbonneau, Rossette
‘CoOté, Roger Lecourt and Remi Dion
from the main Quebec teachers' un-
ions,

Asked if she had any message for
Quebec teachers, Newson said,
“Hang tough.”

“The teachers were the one group
that stood up,” she explained. “I think
that will put some back bone in groups
here fighting on similar issues. We
have to give them encouragement and
support to continue the struggle.”

Position of the executive of the district
of Quebec concerning the publication
of The Forge

As a result of a long debate on
the question of publishing The Forge,
the District committee proposes the
tollowing articles for the first issue:

(1) The article by Bernard and Donald
which explains the past and looks
ahead modestly to the future. This, for
us, is the most imnortant article be-
cause It permits to find our way in the
future and situates us in respect to the
left.

(2} The articles on the congress:the

facts, debates, and different posi-
tions...

However, the executive judges
that it would be preferable not to
publish the other articles for two
reasons
—Flirst, the absence of a political line
and a level of reflectionstill too embry-
onic on the question of a revolutionary
newspaper means that the organiza-
tion could reflect too greatly the WCP.
—Secondly, we think that it is neces-
sary to situate ourselves in relation to
the national question and the feminist
movement before writing comments or.
opinions on these subjects,




Over 150 delegates irom across
Canada and Quebsc crowded Into a
Montreal hotel for the long awszilad
congress of the Workers Communist
Party held January ,_(.-23 Qn the ling
was the fais of
WCP,

The elght menths leading up ic the
congress had seen a prc.aurd
questioning and harch criticlems of
almost all aspects of the WC'™'g irfeo-
logical and palitieal ling end nraciiz
Two-thirds of the party’s foroes in
Quebec had left, most party sirusiuizs
were paralyzed and the formar [esdar-
ship was almost comp!etely discre-
dited.

The congress provided the fimst
opportunity for all sections of tho! (,P

to meet together to advance t“tﬁj

positions and debate the ontions,

Out of the two cays of often in-
tense and emation-pacied cdebats
emerged a now arqanizalicn with mi-
nimum basle of unity ocnd new lcadcr-
ship madz almest e tiraly of rank-
and-flle members,

The congress ¢ei undanyzy on
Saturday morning with the adnoilon ef
the procedures and agcnda, .o P3 o it
.the greatast demazren; , Irog mokes
were sst up on thg ticer, ona fér
waomen, ons for oppreassd natioiabh
tias and Immigranis and cne for Ki¥h,

A repert of tha W{P'a Turces
showsad that overali it had lost half Iz
r‘v‘rr ars and noloraar had o pra-
ganca (n saversl towns and areas of
work in Guabec.

Next, the delspaies voted to for-
merly revcie the \WCH's Ceniral Gom-
mittse. OCnly 10 of the 16 criginal
members were et tha ccn"mes. -
rirg the fall thére had 220 a spiit
within the CC, with fiva Que"“
based members dociding to auit :r
organization, and thay df:ﬁ nat tyrn v
for the cengress.

-

Workshops get undan:a

M Saturday elternaon, the
. major part of the flrst day got uncer-
way as the delegates snlit up into five
workshops in which simulianccus
translation was proviced.

For the next six hours dglegates
exchanged criticisms and views cn ihe
actual siteation and cum-up of thz
WCP, on whsihar or not iz centinus
the organizetion and It yas, on what

ha crisis-wracked .

basis and with what structures.

Almost all the delagates came out
of the oftan-hcated dobates agresing
on the need for a revolutionary orga-
rizetion, The Cp-“ came, howevaer,
overwhetnaritwaa desirableto form e
raveluticnziy orgenization made up of
former memoers of the WC?2,

Amoeng thess who wanted to contl-
nua wihin a rovolutionary orpaniza-
tion, dalagates de W‘:i vihat should
o, 113 r... um un.‘"

ovarn prono3ifisns vEsm nn i)
tatin. ircluding t'n expandsd vars.on
3 ity aatsied t'v a
seifersnes Ul .”. b calag:.:: frem ths

ed aioitial hald lus?

Lasiz of

Norarber.

ST o, SN FRT S o
Domilrus e wyolptionary

\
=i
=

\ ming Legan brigat and
e“rl'! With a.13p0 n on the p’m“u"
daysworkaneps,. Avete was haild with
aiogs mets ..,' realfirmning the nosas

c!" o. a rcw:v lutionary crgasization. /‘
vala to centinue as 3 rnvoh:iicn?.:/

org? rizatic '1 r.:s*; by a vols of 8i
for, 22 againgtand 17 abetoationa.
A rl.r,n"ﬂj Rty ’r« then not under-

way during which
wera prasented,

"The major pzit of the debate revel-
vad ercund a preposition by a Quebec-
baged causus to transform tha WoOPR

into an croanizatan o} rsrclutionsny
miflanis “who look to Marxism as
their idoclonisel basis.”

The gozl of the organization was to
b2 the creation of “a real party of tha
working class fighting for socialiam
z2d sveeasding in a rovelutionsry
strugnie &3 the V/C? had nﬁt R ;

saveml resoiutions

proposed a now congress in ef
nom"'s.

rocalitions presonted but
o iack of tima,
alieel pperiad by iha

4 e u:'?l; of t'alogstes
Ko arowlng l‘i‘.f(; 0f
tha naticnglities: Tnese

Uede1s 4 .";.'

B “

rll‘ ™m ‘! :“"

setes
el ..‘-J:

«+ tha eotticg 'vn c 2 womon's ccm

misslen c'“*“ ] By the women ¢ ‘.‘\‘1‘3
congizsa :., \ ! m ..‘e mmomcu*
arganizaticn ;‘ women ot all leva!

- the se*h.‘g? un of 2 commission o{
1ationglitica (2 ansure (hat the needs

of natizne! end tamigrant niambers

wara ar '”"l~ '...4:, ,

- nptcte’evtonomy of the

C‘J;L;—:‘. cistrict Loth peliticelly and

THE FORGE PAGE 5.
organizationally.

The Quehzsc district conference In
November had already voted upon the
need fer Quebec’s autonomy within
the organization and the right to have
a separata newspaper if desired.

Caucusas get up

At lunch time on Sunday. several
caucuses, ragrouping dozens of

- mambars, met to discuss the week-

end's evants and to plan Interventions
from the fioar. These Included a
weman's caucus, ths Quebec district
caucus and a Meanxist-Leninist caucus.
Ths ectatlishment of thase caucu-
&7 en o more or less permanent
bzsls, e'ong with the caucus of
na'‘onclitics and immigrants which
hzd met earlior, allowed an Important
cxchangs of ideas and signalled a
resire of rank-and-file members ‘to
groun tc-go*“.er to seak common '
us—tL! 3
A.':r lunch, the critical financial
situauon of the WCP was debated.
Th2 WGP Lad important debts to
trdividuals to repay and the congress
u cf:’::‘ io accapt the proposition of
2 financlal committeg t6 cover these
:' ‘2. (Jec pags 8 for more details.)
It wes than decided 16 put to the
<2'e the pronosltion from Valleyfield,
Ciuabec. it was accepted with amend-
ments by e vote of 112 for, 7 against
LS rri *4 abzstentions.
Clnez many delegates were obliged
to cat ready 1o leave in order to make it
romne for work on Monday, it was
~cided to push forward the vote for a
new l22dership and this got underway
at 4:45 FM,
It wns proposed that the new lea-!
ﬂ"‘*tp commities be formed of 16
r“.x*,:rs, hzif men and half women,
W workers In proportion at least
’qulvn'ant to thoir proportion In the
orga what.on There was to be an
eauz! numter of Quebscols and
En;;:iah Canadians and representati-
ve3 of the natienal minorities and
inmigrantis
[t was propesad and accepted that
a wornan be sloctzd with the specific’
tack of representing women members’
ond the question of developing the.
l‘r« on womaen's affairs, with the
consequencs that there would be a'
ma 'r:- iy of women in the leadership.
2 final composition of the new’
!::a:ew'ﬂp commities was eight
werking cigss members, six petits
bourczois, with six Quebecols, two
Englleh Canadians, and six from

See page 6
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Text of resolutions passed

More than a hundred resolutions
were submitted to the Congress, many
of them arriving with the delegates at
the opening or written during the
Gongress. They were translated and
distributed as rapidly as possible, The
resolutions that reached a vote are
presented below.

... Two general resolutions presented
to the Congress based on discussions
in the workshops.

1a¢+BE IT RESOLVED that we re-
affirm the necessity of a revolutionary
organization (adopted by a large ma-
jority) 1%

2. BE IT RESOLVED that we continue
as a revolutionary organization (81 for,
39 against, 17 abstentions)

A third amended resolution on a
minimum baslis of unity presented by
a delegate from Valleyfield:

t.3UE 3
1. That as of now we transform into an
organization of revolutionary militants
who look to Marxism as their ideologi-
cal base as defined in the basis of
unity adopted by the Quebec confe-
rence, published in The Forge and
debated in several regions before the
congress,
2 That the goal of this organization
{which includes completing the WCP’s
work sum up and starting to rectify our
errors in practice) is principally to
work together and with people outside
(those who have left, and militants in
. the union, women's and national
_moyemants .and in the independent
leftgtc.) with the objective of creating
a program and statutes to serve as the
foundation-of a new and real party of
the working class fighting for socia-
lism and succeeding in the revolution-
ary struggie as the WCP did not.
‘3 .That we ‘take as our working
document part of the text Elaboration
of thg minimal basis of unity, with the
understanding that we can develop
and medify this basis in debates...
4. That the organization continue to
develop a practice with the masses
and that the organization of this prac-
tice be debated and defined within the
committees in the different domains
of work.
5. That we maintain for our use The
Forge, published according to the
financial means of the organization.

6. That we maintain as a minimal
form of organization;

A. That each nationality and natio-
nal minority begin a process of deba-
tes on their future in the organization
and communicate their debates and
positions throughout the organzation
and that this process lead into district
conferences which recognize the de-
cisional power of the Quebec nation
and the national minorities on their
respective questions.

B. That the districts determine
their forms of organization ((cells,
units, commitiees, caucuses, confe-
rences, general meetings, etc.)

C. That the congress elect a lea-
dership committee that refiects the
_hational, class and sexual elements of
the organization.

D. That for the next year the man-
date of this committee be to organize
debates and distribute the results, to
find ways with the different sectors of
work to produce an analysis of the
economic and political situation, and
to assure an orientation for the work of
the organization."

E. That the lower levels of the
organization up to the district confe-
rences hold meetings of women and
worker comrades to exchange results
and positions in order to develop
structures and functioning that will
permit democracy in the organization.
‘7 That the organization hold a con-
gress In six months,

(112 for, 7 against, 14 abstentions)

Two resoiutions on the composi-

tion of the new coordinating commit-.

tes

a. Thai the coordinating committee
be formed of 15 members, half men
and half women, with workers in
proportion at least equivalent to their
proportion in the organization, and
equal number of Quebecols and En-
glish Canadians and representatives
of national minorities and immigrants.
(unanimously accepted)

And, finally, a resolution regarding
the ex-members of the Political Bu-
feau:

— That the congress clearly and

publicly demarcate from the bourgeois

line developed by the old PB as an
important cause of the party’s pro-

blems internally and with the masses
and the left in general.

- That in consequence the congress
suspend the ex-members of the PB
from the organization and that a refe-
rendum be held among the rank and
flle to decide their status within the
organization.

(48 for, 44 against, 4 abstentions)

R aedes ]

Report

Cont’d from page 5

oppressed nationalities and
immigrants. Altogether there were
elght women and six men. (Manitoba
and Saskatchewan decided to elect
their representatives In their regions.).

The new leadership, the majority
of whom had been rank-and-fille mem-
bers of the WCP, recelved a warm
standing ovation from the delegates.

As the congress drew to a close, a
vote was held to suspend the "ex-
members  -of the Political Bureau.
Work closely with ieft

As the delegates headed off to
their various regions, people were
generally satisfied that a new transi-
tion organization had been created. At
the same time they realized that

the:essential political debates had
hardly begun to unfold.

Major questionsconcerning the
sum-up of the WCP and the reasons
for its demise, the need to advance
Marxism and to adapt it to the Cana-
dian reality as well as the task of
creating a revolutionary organization’
which could play a role in the struggle
for socialism had not yet recelved an
answer. :

At the same time they realized that
what the WCP had undergone was not
an isolated phenomenon and that the
problems faced by the new organiza- .
tion are being faced by the entire left
in Quebec, Canada and elsewhere.

Delegates stressed that the new
organization will be working closely
with the progressive movement and
the working class to find the
answers to the new situation we all
face.
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Should the organization continue?...

There were a number of debates on
the floor of the last Congress, which
was held during January. For the
benefit of those who were not able to

take part, here are a few;people's:

accounts and impressions of what
took place; as given to-us during the
Congress Itself and in the days which
followed.

slOF

After serious: reflection, it's ob-
vious that we need a revolutionary
organizatian, After having understood
and fought against the effects of
imperialism, national oppression, wo-
men's oppression and so many cther
Issues important to allof us, | am not
ready to give up. ‘

The past experience of the WCP Iis
quite’ shameful, but as the former
dership explaln so nicely In their stereo
typed seli-criticisms: ‘there are not
only negative aspects.' 't's true, there
is at least one positive point; | became
more. politicized due to the WCP.

Since last January’s caongress,
many people have given up, very few
have stayed, but all of us are waiting
to see what will happen. With the
present economic crisis, the capital-

iste as well as the government are
taking advantage of every single day

to exploit workers,the latest example
being Bill 111 in Québec.

Has the bourgeoisie stopped its
oppression? Strength comes through
unity and we must fight against impe-
rlalism in allits forms together. Ins-
tead of walting and criticizing the
coordination team we elected last
January at the congress, Join our
ranks to see what we can do to be more
effective, Democracy takes working
at, and we must nol forget that posit-
ive criticlsms are helpful as well. Our
negative lessons can become a posit-
ive asset in the fuiure, if everyone of
us pitches in. The future is ours.

Can we simpiy discard the years
of work done by our comrades?

Against ;

I've been deeply Involved with the
WCP for the last 4 years. | worked very
hard because | thought changing the
soclety was possible, even though it
won't happen overnight. In the
coming months, we must think over
certain questions,

All around the world, the commu-

nist parties are falling apart. We have

to take the time to analyse why this Is
happening.

As far as | am concerned, we can't
apply Marxism-Leninism to the letter.
The capitalist system has developed
and may be much stronger than we
thought originally. Despite its perio-
dic crises, the end of this system Is
still a long way off. We need a lot of
study and time to reflect on our goals.

We can’t produce a newspaper and
keep on with the organization at the
same time without losing energy
needed elsewhere,

| know too well how difficult it is to
produce the newspaper. It takes
money, journalists, editors, type-
settors, etc. | don't think such a
newspaper could adhere to any definite
ideology. If the people still in the
Party are honest, they cannot be
Marxist-Leninists, nor claim to repre-
sent the working class, or the left in
Quebec or in English Canada

We have to consider ourselves as
people looking for the path that will
take us to socialism. -Only after, will -
we be able to propose solutions for
change.

An ex-comrade

Should the ex-laaders be expelied?...

| am for the expulsion of all the
members of the former Political Bur-
eau for several reasons.In my view,
. they are all responsible (even if to
different degrees—it remains to be
seen),for what has happened: the
. development of a Stalinist party and
" line with all #s consequences for
women, workers, the national quest-
ion, etc.. All this ©  happened simp-
ly as a result of this line.

And further, they . did nothing
either befors or during the crisis in the
party. If these people had had the
slighest links with the people, com-

rades wouid have had confidence in’

them and they could have, or could
have tried, to make changes in the
WGP before things fell apart.

| am sure that they saw the forms
of chauvinism that had developed in
the party, and a longtime before the
crisis of last fall. For me, the most
important thing Is to draw the lessons
of a Stalinist organization, of what
happens when power Is centralized In

the hands of a “gang” who flout
democracy, and in the final analysis,
to be consistent with the eénormous

responsibilities that this small “lead-

ing centre” had in the development of
the crisis. MNelther before, during or
after the crisis did they show any real
confidence In the members of the
organization.

Some will say that l am defending
a Stalinist position. There Is nothing
Stalinist about wanting our organiza-
tion to profoundly correct its errors of
the past and to warn the revolutionary
movement of the great responsibilities
of Its former leaders.This is no way
makes presumptions about the future
of these individuals and their future

contributlon. It only clears up respon-

sibilities in the histery of the WCP‘
Mlchallm Foisy

<Against

We :think that to suspend or expel:

from the organization’s ranks peopld "

identified with political views, now

under fire, would be a perpetuauon of

the very Stalinist approach to contra-
dictions in the Party that is now being
so farvently attacked,

it is simply doing to others exactly
what we accuse them of having done
to us, except that yesterday’s buzz
words -- economism, right opportu-
nism, liberalism, ultra-democracy --
have been replaced by new ones --
Stalinism, sectarianism, dogmatism.

Eliminating 'wrong’ views by eliml-
nating those people who propagate
them is an easy. way and a poor
substitue for real debate. It Is simply
replacing old taboos and preconcep-
tions with a new set. It is extremely
damaging to the process of thorough

~and principled debate needed today.

Furthermore such a move would

‘st an exiremely dangerous prece

dent. Are people, In the future, going
to be nervous about taking strong
stands lest these someday fall out of
favour and result in their expulsion?
Perhaps our leaders in the future will
have to be more careful to keep their
noses clean, maintain links with all

- sides and groupings, skate skillfully

See page 8
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Enormous financiel ditficulties

The budget prepared by the Finan-
ce Committee, and adopted unani-
mously, brought out the enormous
financial difficulties that the organi-
zalion faces given the debts accumu-
laled in the past. This huge financial
burden is due mainly to the incorrect
conceptions of the (former) leaders of
the WCP on how to manage flnancial
affairs. The situation was not made
any easier by the fact that the political
cirsis within the organization had a
devastating effect on the last fundral-
sing campaign.

As a result ot the financial errors

committed in the past, a number of
individuals, including members and
former members who have given years
of service to the organization, are now
in serious difficulty. In an effort to
‘prcvide some protection for these
pecple, a special support fund was
created by the Quebec District Confe-
rence which took place last December,
and this decision was later endorsed
by the conaress.
. As.of now, however, despite the
cale of nearly everything that theorga-
nization owned, and the fact that 88%
of all money being received by the
organization is going into the support
fund, there Is still not enough to cover
the debts left over from the past.

" We consider It our collective politi-
cal’ responsibility to ensure that all
such obligations are met and that the
legitimate claims of each of the indlvi-
duals involved are properly satisfied.
For this purpose, extra donations are
badly needed at this time.

- Froma political point of view, there
are lwo reasons why this need is so
uragent:! o .

- On the one hand, there is the very
ieal risk that the deficlt of the organi-
zation (the difference hetween the
vaiue of its assets and that of its
dabts) will end up being borne by its
former employees, most of whom ars
women who have no previous expe-
riancc in the job market. in political
t~=me this is serious enough in itself.
.= On the other hand, some members
of tha organization are having to
epend large amounts of time and
encrgy in dealing with this situation.
This amounts to an expenditure of
human resources which is of little or
no value in terms of helping to bring
ebout the political consulidation

which the organization so badly needs
in its present fragile condltion, in light
of its continuing political crisis and
the organizational, ideological, and
political weaknessesthatgo along with
it. These obligations lett over from the
past, must be dealt with quickly and
correctly, so that the organization ean

turn its full attention to rebuilding and

working toward the future.

For these reasons, we are now

making an appeal to all those willing

to make donations to the support"

fund. Contributions can-be sent to the
Special Support Committee.

Up ‘until recently, The Forge did
not 'have sufficient funds o allow it
to publish. The current issue was
preduced thanks to a. special fund
established for this purpose. Until
such time as the financial situation
improves and stabilizes, we expect

The Forge to be published on a
monthly basis, in the rather modest
format that you are now looking at.
We remain fully convinced that a

press serving the interests of working
people and of the other oppressed
groups in the country is a necessity.
This press is also important, especial--
ly in the present period, as a means of
giving of our own debates and of
exchanging with other progressive
groups and individuals,

~ In order to ensure that the news-

-paper is able to continue, we are

asking for contributions of any kind.
Financial survival is obviously one of
the most important considerations,
and it is expected that monthly publi-
catlon between now and the time of
the next Congress will require about
$15,000. We'll have more on this
situation in future issues,

---E‘(p‘._::‘:‘:ﬂm i
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around controversy and leamn to dipsy
doodle agilely and avoid getting their
@sses caught In the sling.

in short the proposed suspensions’

smack of the woist aspects of ‘inner
party struggle’ & la Cultural Ravolution
and Soviet-style purges, and can only
lead to bourgeois politics at its worse.

Turfing out three or four individuals
will not bring us closer to understan-
ding the mistakes of the past. More-
over, it'is a distortion of the past,

“‘creating  the Impression that all our
-past errors and problems can be laid in
the lap of these three or four indivi-'
duals, and that we have only to exor- .

cize the devll and purify the organiza-
tion.

Cf course, it is important to look &’

individual responsibilities for past

errors, and without question those*®

who were Instrumental in developing
and eleborating our political positions
and methods of functioning must bear
a significant part of the responsibility
for the mess wa're in fow.

However, the most important task
now is not to.assess blame but to sort
out right from wrong, decide which
political concepts we wish to retain
and which we want to madify or throw
out, and {ry to figure out where to go

from here.

The former members of the PB can

 and should make their contribution to

this process. And should be gliven the:

_opportunity to do so.

Regardless of how ‘wrong' people

‘consider them to be, or hrv carfane:

their past errors were, they should be:

given  the opportunity to learn. and

change along with the rest of us.
Toronto, Rall Cell.,

Native peopls...
Cont’d from page 4

The mood of the accused Native
people as they await their trial was:
summed up by one leader:“If our,
people are sent to jail or these attacks
continue against us, we will defend
ourselves. we do not want violence,
all we-want are the rights that have .

‘been ours since time immemorial. We

are not the destroyers of fish. We are
not the ones who dammed the rivers,
nor did we dump pollutants into the
rivers.”

To support those charged and

help defend Native peoples’ fishing
rights, send resolutions of support or
to obtain more information , write to
the addresses below,
Musqueam Band Office, 6370 Salish
Drive, Vancouver, VBN 2C7; Native
Brotherhood, care of Ed Newman,
president,788 Beatty St., Vancouver,
V6B 1A2.
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Major issues women want debated

Here are the main questions wo-
men want to deal with and develop:
Patriarchy: The origin of women’s
oppression. A major question is what
is the link between the women’s move-
ment and the class struggle: What
link should be developed? What kind
of organization do we need— a wom-
en’s party? What autonomous struct-
ures within a mixed "party? Should
there be women’s structures on all
matters or on questions specific to
women? Can we work with men? If
yes, what measures must be taken to
ensure women’s emanclpation?
Private life: At the women'’s caucus at
the congress, one delegate brought up
the question of private life, and the
necessity of a committee to deal with

complaints concerning this question.
(eg.beatings or verbal abuse of wo-.

men). Many women still do not dare
bring up their private life in public.

Abolition cf the family: | brought
up thls point, because | am convinced
that it is in some ways the key to
male-female relations. As well, a good
part of our demands depend upon our
positions on the family.

Violence a2gainst women: The fi-
nal and not the least form of chauvin-
ism. It is very clear that chauvinism
must be directly dealt with by men. As
long as men don't take up thelr fight
against their chauvinist conceptions, |
remain extremely skeptical about the
possibilities of working together. it

Isn't up to women to fight against

chauvinism, it's up to men. They
should meet together and discuss
their behavior. There are books on the
subject, but | think that the main thing
Is that the attitude towards chauvin-
ism should change.

A striking feature of the Congress
was the active role played by the
national minorities caucus. This was
perhaps the first time that Native-
people, Acadians, Franco-On tarians
and immigrants had met together on a
revolutionary basis to discuss the

_crisis in the WCP and the different -

situations within their own national"
mlnorities.

Caucus members were clear on
the need to fight all forms of great
nation chauvinlsm, inciuding Québe-
cois great nalion chauvinism. This
element came as something of a

surprise to many members, particu- -

larly québécois who had seen them-
selves as immune to chauvinism to-
wards national minoritles.

In recent months the WCP had in
fact held a meeting of national minor--
ity members. But the meeting was not’
really run by them,but rather by the
leadership: they talked to us about
our oppression and how we should
fight it.

The caucus was a motive force at

We must all develop new ways of
relating. Women should learn to de-
‘colonize themselves, and men should
learn to give up their colonizing attit-

ude.
Simone

National minorities’ concems

the Congress. It took a unanimous

position in favour of maintaining an’
organization and discarding the old-
wrong lines and methods of the WCP.
Because of the role it played several

.minority nationality members were el-
ected to the new leadership.

The ¢aucus called on the organi- "

zation to convene a conference of the .

national minorities within thres
.months to discuss a number of ques-

tions such as the definition of a:

nation, the question of sreserves« in "

the revolution, econoniic development
-and backwardness, etc. Members

.also want to discuss our attitude to

‘the English Canadian nation, {o exam-
ine the varfous forms of chauvinism

.and racism that have exited within and

outside our ranks, and similar ques-
tions.

One idea that has emerged very "

clearly from the caucus is that the
national and Immigrant movements
have thelr own dynamic, they will not
accept being considered as reserves,

but are Independent and integral com-

ponents of the revolution.

Common Front. . .

Cont. from page 3

been going through a period of deba-
ie, and has intervened little in the
struggle apart from a few declarations

to the press and some recent activity

10 support the repeal of law 111.

No organized left-wing political
force was able to carry out necessary

education, a force union militants’

could have counted on. No soclalist
program was proposed and no auto-
mous workers’ political organization
existed.

This lack of a political alternative
was a great he!p to the PQ, contribu-
ting as it did to the ccnfusion and
hesltation of some militants, who
were afraid to carry their struggle out
to the end for fear that the PQ govern-
ment might fall only to be replaced by

the Liberais. The labour movement
was unable to organize independent
'p_olitical action of its own.

THE FUTURE

Where Is the Quebec labour
movement today? The struggle is far
from over. The fight against laws 111,
105 and 70 shouid and will continue.
But how should this be done?. Many
activists are asking how the union
movement should be reoriented.

We can expect the union Isaders to
come back to the fore with their plans
for collaboration: summit meetings
with government and employers, na-
tlonal negotiations, solidarity funds,
and so on. As before, they will
pretend that negotiations are possible
with the government in this crisis

v

period! This position comes down to
begging thegovernment for straps,and
it can only lead to setbacks and
concessions, to ‘dealing aw‘ay"
workers' nghts

What is the unions job? Defending
workers or collaborating with govern-

~ment? Is paying fines all the unions.

can look forward to for the next three
years?

“It's hardly the time to collaborate
with a government that has just decla-
red war on.us,” in the words of Honoré
Jean, a teacher at Vieux-Montréal
junior college. “On the conirary, we
should be reorganizing to dafeat laws
70, 105 and 111 and, If necessary,
defeat the PQ along with them.*

Cécile Tremblay, a union activist at-
-See next page
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Viawpoint. ..

Cont. from page 1
ment and the Québec national ques-
tion. Confronted by this situation, the

members of the old |leadership either:

resigned or were totally Incapable of
organizing the debates following the
~"*i~iems of the rank-and-file. In this
context of paralysis more than haif the
members (two-thirds in Québec, the
large majoprity of women and work-
ers) {eft the WCP in Sept. 82 and
following the congress in Jan. 83.

Forge readers will find in this
issue complete coverage of the cong-
ress. But before going on, it is assen-
tial to state clearly in our view the
political crisis Is far from over. The
major questions and contradictions
which led to the breakup of the WCP
continue to be present among us.

Let us be clear. Those who decid-
ed to continue consider themselves at
present a modest organization of rev-
olutionary militants. If for our part we
..~ nontinuing to be active it is bec-
ause we are in agreement with the
Marxist ideological basis of unity as
affirmed at the congress, and because
vie believe that the majority of mem-
bers remaining are able to contribute
to a revolutionary transformation of
our society.

One of our tasks, that we under-
stand as part of our responsibilities, is
to draw vital lessons from our exper-
iance of the past seven years. We wish
to advance, on the one hand through a
break with the past, and on the other

hand, towards progressive answers
for the future. This task will be diffi-
cult because, even if the WCP no
longer exists, the dogmatic and Stal-
inist conceptions remain to different

~ degrees depending on the persons and

political line. We realize that we are
only at the beginning of the prccess
and that we will not be able to go very
far without the help of other revolu-
tionary militants, feminists, rank-and-
file trade unionists and targe numbers
of ex-members of the WCP.

We do not wish to be trapped by
the past.Above all, we wish (o put
forward questions for the futura inclu-
ding: in this period of ferocious attac-
ks of the bourgeoisie against our
rights, how to advance with the maxi-
mum of people with revolutionary
goals? What strategy will correctly
unite the struggle for political power
of the nationalities, in particular the
Québec nation, and the struagle for

 the fundamental interests of tize waork-

ing class? How can different forces on
the left develop and be united? How
can the working class play a predomi-
nent role in a revolutionary organi-
tion? How does feminism radically
question our concept of power and
organization in the struggle for social-
ism? -

It is in this context cf dzep
questioning and debate linked with
our militant practice and that of other
forces that we publish The Forga.

For our part, we wish to rzsolve
as quickly as possible the question of

a Quésbec Forgo bureau with Quetar
ois journalists, and electsd ieproszin
atives of the District of Quéhen. Thr
present situation, with tha maorily ui
journalists being English-speaking
Montrealers, muat change ranidly.

Also we do not forsse a newepap-
er following “a ling"”, but a papor cpan
to coniributions from other groups
and individualg on the lafi. Tha art-
icles shoniild be cigned and reprozent
the visws of their euthors and the
tendencies thay represant, whether
they are members or not,

To procesd In tihis frame of mind
whl be to contribute in a modest
fachion to the emargence of commeon
publications and exchangas with the
Quasbec and Canadian lefl, therefore
we bolieva thet it I8 time for “a correct
line” and Stalinist concaptiona of
Marxiem to be rejected. Each move-
ment, groun, union,ete., must bring a
part of {he solution to the cancer of

CQ.pl'ialism
Cur newepapsr and our organiza-
tlon mns! refie ect t e differsnt compo-

nents of cur sog - For too long, we
definad ouroo.x in cpposition” to
thasa ferces and v ramalned ciosed
within ourselvas. Wo-said wae wero
Marxisis bui wa pro2osded in an anti—-
Marxist manner.

Thig isste ofTha; ;,r';a o33 not
pretend to Lo the beginning of newe
timas. This first ’.?"ue in 1233 is &
reflection of vhere we are , no more,
no less. !
Ceancld Cueciclelln, Barrard No

armeanu

Cont. from page 9

Montreal’'s Notre-Dame hospital,
says: “We should oppose this class
collaboration with a position that
defends the Interests of the working
class. To do this we’ll have to bulld a
strong opposition movement within
the unions.”

. Such opposition forces have a lot
of work before them. They must
davelop a new union strategy that puts
forward a solid working-class pers-
pective while recognizing the reality of
the economic crisis. They must de-
termine what areas of struggle are
best suited for winning both economic
v]ctorles and political gains, including
a better understanding of the system
we live in and the need to change it.
They will have to oppose ruling-class
propaganda, and bulld class unity
against inter-union dlvisions. They
will have to flght for a radical improve-
mant in union democracy (for exam-
ple, control by the rank and flle and

pon o - e o

respect by the leaders of their man-
dates) and for a renewal of the union
leadership. They will be faced with
the need for independent pclitical
action.

In the short term, the aim should be

to get the labour movement involved

politically. This would Iinclude greater

attention to the struggle of the unem- -

ployed, including the fight against
evictions and repossessions, and tha
march of unemployed planned for this
spring. It would include the stn.ggle
of women against rape and sexual
harassment, against discrimination

and chauvinism. It would include
fighting alongside all Québécois
king people against national oppres-
sion. In all these cases it will ba
important to build stronger links wlth
various popular organizations with ihe
aim of establishing an anti-capitalist

united front that can wagsa the political”

offensive for a better society.
“We will have to bulld a paolitical

wor-
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alternativa,” continues Tremblay. “In-

slde the unicnsa this means (m.’c::vmn_;

a program of struggla for the righi to

hea!th care and education, for exam-

ple. Building a pclitical alternative

ceuld mean favourinrg Independant

worler's candidetlzs in elastions. _
Scms pacpls ere asking vhether u11ty

of tha I=ft could b2 encouraged
through leit-wing coalitions. Whatever

tha answers, wa have to get Involved

in the dsbate cver the crealion of a

workers political narty.
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Coni. from P'"o i4
drugs and chermical products, morn--,
tors construziien end flrearr“o, In
spita of tha inconvenisnce this may
coucee to individuals.

In the area of pornography, a3 ln &2
many oihers, wa cannot lzava: r\"u
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Cont. from page 1

Marxist parties, etc.

Given our errors and the problems
of the international movement, the
crisis was bound to explode sooner or
later in the party. But we do not think
that this crisis, profound as It Is,

“should have naturally or inevitably led
to the collapse of the WCP, as Donald
and Bernard imply.

What brought about our demise
was the rasponse or attitude to the
crisis. Many revolutionary parties have
made errors whose consequences are
far worse than ours and survived to tell
the tale. In the thirties, the Chinese
Communist Party lost 90 percent of its
members killed due to fundamental
errors. The disaster raised far-reach-
ing questions about the applicablility
of Marxism to the very different condi-
tions of feudal and colonial China.
Nevertheless, the attitude of Mao
Zedong was not to blame Marxism and
throw in the towel. He struggled to
make a sum up of both the negative
and positive lessons of the Chinese
revolution, spurring the development
of Marxism and preparing the way for
the liberation of one quarter of human-
ity..

" Mao's scientific attitude stands in
sharp contrast to the response 'within
the WCP. At the risk of simplifying a
complexdynamic to space limitatjons,
suffice It to say that one group of the
party's leadership faiied to understand
the depth of the crisis and break with
the errors for which they were in good
measure responsible. Meanwhile, an-
other leadership group, under the slo-
gan “all power to the rank-and-file”,

Cont. from page 10

lation up to market . place mechan-
isms. The market and the quest for
profit does not take into account the
harm than the production and distri-
bution of any goods can cause to non-
consumers, nor does it take into ac-
count the harm which may be caused to
consumers themselves or to society
as a whole.”

Under the proposed Quebec legis-
Jation Bill 102 on cinema and video,
the' powers of the exIsting cinema
suryveillance board would be all but
eliminaled. The Common Froni is
demanding on the contrary that the
board’s powers be widened within a
new mandate of democratic control.

played on the real problems and anger
of members to accentuate the bedium,
in the party, and then abandonned
ship crying liquidate the “100 percent
reactionary”,“fascist” WCP.
' In the complete organizational
breakdown that was greatly aggravat-
ed by the response of the leadership
factions, genuins democratic debate
was impossible and many members
left, in many cases frustrated and fed
up with the chaos and hysteria, while
others left rejecting the WCP,
Following the party congress,
those who remain are committed to
start the debate to clarify the different
options for the future.
The outcome of this debate depends
in large measure on the sum up of the

‘history of the WCP. In this regard, we

feel that Donald and Bernard’s exclus-
ive emphasis on the errors of the WCP
and making a complete “rupture with
the past” is dangerously unilateral to
say the least. Is there nothing positive
that can be the starting poinit to
rebuild a revolutionary organization? If
our Marxist analysis of the major
contradictions in Canadian sociaty
and in the world are so combleiely
erroneous and our work in the labour
movement so negative, how comsa ths
WCP attracted more men and women
workers than any soclalist group since
the CP in the thirties?

It.is not a question of whitewash-
ing our grave mistakes, but of taking a
dialectical materialist approach to the
WCP. If we don’t, we will end up
throwing away Marxism along with
what is anti-Marxist.

We also do nct believe that mzk-
ing a “rupture” with the past means we
should turn The Forgas into another
“ieft” paper, instead of a paper which
is the voice of an organization with a
definite political anc ideclogical stan-
dpoint which we hope will ccme cut of
the next congress in six months thma.
(Such a common standpoint is clearly
not possible during tkis trarnsiilonal
period.)

To break with the sectarian, mon-
olithic attitudes of the past wa fully
agree that the paper must be open to a
broad range of opinionsof progress-
ives. This is a vital element to coniront
ideas and develop orlentations forthe
future. But at the same time, we stlli
hold strongly to the view thet Tha
Forge must piay its role as the expres-
sion of a particular political outlook, a
Marxist-Leninist currant within the
left.

We do no service to the revolut-
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jonary movement to pretend we are
other than that, and our readers come
lo the paper precisely because that is
what we have to offer: news, debates,
yes, but also the analyses and orienta-
tions our organization has to offer to
the struggle. At the same time, The
Forge must respect the autonomy of
Quebec, which means right away wor-
king to develop a Quebscois Forge
tearn and eventually a separate edition
of the paper for Québec.

Despite our errors and our pret-
entious claims to hold a monopoly of
the truth In the past, we do not agree
with Donald and Bernard that It is not
possible to use ML to develop a line
that proves corract In practice. Making
a rupture with the past does not Imply
for us adopting the reformist view that
"each movement, group, union, etc.,
must bring a part of the solution to the-
cancer of capitalism”, as Donald and
Bernard put forward.

VWhatever the precious contribu-
tions and advarced iceas gznerated by
the various components of the
left, many of which we have often
refused to recognize, they do not and
canrot scontaneous'y generate a coh-
arent ravolutionary sirategy. Saying
this in no =2nse means we are’against
taking part in cozlitions or parties of
the lefi ihat we hope will develop on
the left in Québec or elsewhere.

We reccgnize the criticism  of
feminists and other progressives that
ML is cutda:ed on some issues, poor-
ly anplied, wrong or partly wrong on

r.er qusativas. Instead of assimilat-
mg and Q/r:’.hesizing new revolut-
ionary ideas to aevelop Marxism to
meet the conditions of our time (the
approacs taken by Marx, Lenin, Mao
and others), we tcnded to look back-
wards and uncritically and mechanic-
ally acceept “mocdels” with the definit-
ive ancwers.

.wertm.e , While struggling to
break wiik cur P'I'Ofu we still believe
that Marxism- Lemnxu'n overall provid-
&8 the most scientific approach to
making revelution. We also think that
the key to dsaiing with Marxism- .
Leninisii’s problcms is to be found:
within the best raditions of ML itself,

In cenclusion, we wich to annou-
nce that ML caucuses have been
formed in vericus regfions, made up of
members who want to davelop clear
positiovns on our future .

Ph'l Evars, Rlchard Dasrosiers, Elise,
M.ciigle Droton, Pierre Fontalne, Pat’
Aaxzadar, Donlel Kziol, Jack.
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Prassure en U.S.

World peace movement

BY PHIL EVANS
Anti-nuclear activists of the

Green Parly have invaded the West
German parliar. snt, this time not with
placards, but to claim 27 seats won In
the recent elections.

The election of the Greens is one
indication of the growing impact of
the European peace movement and its

bid to stop deployment of a new

generation of Crulse and Pershing 11
missiles, a campalgn that is shaking
even America’s staunchest NATO al-.
lies. ‘
Beyond the furor over Euromissi-

les, the peace movement has made the

-larger Issue of the nuclear arms race
the focus of a major public debate on
both sides of the Atlantic.

‘GREENS IN, ROCKETS OUT*

The grass-roots Grean Party mads
Euromissiles a central issue of ihe
_compaign. Both superpowers were
concerned enough about the outco
to interven2 openly on behalf of their
raspective candidates, Moscow back-
od the hapless Social Democrats while
U.S. President Ronald Reagan touted
the re-election cf Christian Democra-
tic Chancellor Helmut Kohl as a vote
of confidence in NATO and plans to
install Cruise and Pershing Il migsiles
in Wast Genmany starting in December
. this year

But even with the pro-American
Kohl in power, the NATO rockets stiil
face a rocky road. Many analysts
-argue that the decisive issue in the
Christian Democrat victory was not a
.vote for Euromissiles but over the
agconomic crisis, with the Social Das-
mocrats, who held power for the past
decacz, taking the rap for the rezord
2.5 million unemployed.

On the issue of Euromissilss,
no!ls show 60 percent of \Vest
Geimans are ageinst their deploy-
ment, and thls view Is shared by a
majority of Koh!l’s Christian Democrat
suppcriers. Under pressure to counter
the growing sympathy for the anti-nu-
clear stand of the Greens, Kohl was
fcresd to backtrack on earlier whole-
hearted support for Reagan's “Zero
Option" during the campaign. And
immmodiate!y after the elections, Born

launched a diplomatic compaign to
pressure Washington to show flexibili-
ty in its negotiations for an accord

with the Soviets on medium-range’

missiles.

To take the heat off, Kohl like
other European leaders (including
Peagan’s closest ally British prime
minister Margaret FThatcher) despera-
tely want some kind of agre2ment with
the Kremlin that would mean at [sast
part of the 572 Cruise and Pershings

-would not have to be sited. Talks are

blocked, they feel, becauss of
Reagan’s refusal to negotiate serious-
ly anything but a total withdrawal of
al! Soviet medium-range rockets from
Europe (S8-20 and SS-5), in raturn for

which the U.S. would drop plans to-

instali its new missiiass,

As many commentators have
pointad out, if Reagan persists in his
harcline approach and no agreement
is reached before the December D-Day
for deployment, he will hava driven

another wedge into the alreadv crack—

ing Atlantic Alliance.

REAGAN’S NEW DEFENCE BUDQET

Reagan’s new 84 budgnt rmade it
clear he is sticking to his guns.
Despita tha worst economic slump
since ths thirties with some 12 million
Americans out of work and 2 deflcit
close to $200 billion. Reagan upped
the dclense budget by another 325
billion with a projected spending of
$1.8 trillion over the next four years.

To pay for the biggest military
buildup since the last world war,
Reagan Is taking yet another whack at
the poor, cutting back spending on
jobs, welfare and education six to nine
percent. The money wili be spread
among the contractors of the military-
industrial complex that employs one-
fifth of al' American scigentists and
engincers and consumes one-third of
all funds for research and -devalop-
ment. .

However ths budget was no soo-
ner presented to Congress than it was
under attack. Politicians under pres-
sura from constituonts increasingly
concemed by Re2apen’s buildup have
already pushed aside Rsagan’s “den-
sepack” p'an to deploy the MX missile

in Wyoming.

The burgeoning peace movement
that mounted a million-strong protest
against nuclear weapons in New York
last June and won nuclear freeze
referendums in 9 states, has now been
joined by Catholic bishops who round-
ly condemned war as immoral. Opl-
nion surveys show that the so-called
“foreign policy consensus” 1o rearmm
America which Reagan exploited to
win power, Is now breaking down.
The nuclear freeze option which came
within two votes of winning a majority
in the House of Representatives last
August is expected to be successful in
an upcoming vote.

Within the American establish-
ment opposition to Reagan's policies
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Ottawa determined
to test cruise

2]
SrOWing

are mounting. George Kennan, former ;
architect of U.S. foreign policy has i
charged Reagan is acting as if the U.S.
were “already in a state of undeclared
war with the Soviets, a policy that
enticipates a real war now consldered

to deploy the Cruise and Pershing 2
missitas in Europa and Its commit-
ment to NATO'S strategy of a “flexible

by Patrick Foley
Early in February, the Trudeau go-

Inevitable."”

While Reagan takes most of the
flack for his military buildup, Soviet
leader Andropov has been skillfully
sgoring polnts, appearing flexible with
his asseorted disarmament proposals.

It is understandable that the pea-
ce movement should focus on Reagan
's drive for strategic superiority. The
Euromissiles, the MX, and now the
ultra-sophisticated Stealth cruise mis-
slie currently bsing developed, all

' renresent a qualitative new step in the
arms race, bound to fuel a Soviet
counter buildup, pushing us ons more
step towards a global holccaust.

“lowiever, within the psace movement *

tizra Is much disagreement about the
urgz of the war danger,

~J consequently, the kind of disarm-

ainant needed.

Scvrrel currents favour - bllateral
‘sormamant starting with the two

W demanding that the
't $3-20 misslles, with their flrst-

3 mmbHiiy, also ba screpped.

*“.srs like the Greens argue that,
by gailing rid of all nuclear weapons
form Garmen soil without demanding

o reclprocal. respensa from the So-
viziz, they will protect their country:
f.t;'n nuclear war. They also demand,

st Germany should withdraw from|
NATO without proposing any alterna-
"> defense policy except the forma-
tion of guerilia units to repel a possi-
Lle Warsaw Pact attack.

The Greens llke many psace acti-
vists azre understandably skeptlical a-
bout Pentagon exaggeration of Soviet
military superiority, but does that
mean that the Soviet Union does not

pose a dangerous threat to peace In |

Eurcpe and the world?

As the debate within the peace
~ovement unfolds, it would be worth-
xhile remembering Moscow's refusal
to publish detalisof its military budgst
znd the weapons and forces It has, |If
12 Soviets are behind the U.S. what

-.*hiay have to hide?

vernment signed an umbrella agree-
ment with the U.S. which could allow
unarmed Crulse missiles to be tested
over Albenta,

Despite the cry of outrage mounted
over the last year by thousands of
Canadlans - leaders of the six major
Christlan dsnominations, sclentists,
doctors, artists, workers, womens’ or-
ganizations and even an impressive
collection of MPs from every party -
the goverment seems determined to
go ahead with the tests.

GOVERNMENT COMMITTED TO
NATO STRATEGY

The reasons for the government's
hard-line position can be surmised
from a talk delivered by Defense Mi-
nister Gilles Lamontagne to the Con-
ference of Defense Associations in
Januaty.

Lamontagne explained Canada 8
“Full support” for the NATO decision

response to meet any agression with
the degree of forge neaded to stop | R

“Although the initlal NATQ rea-.
ponse to a conventional attack could
well remain at the conventional level,
if necessary to stop agrassion NATO‘a
strategy leaves open the door for an
escalation of résponse to the nuclear

level.”

Threatensd by superior Soviet conh- .

venlional forces In Europs, NATO
plans a possible nuclear rasponse io
an attack by Soviet tank forces,
Gordon Edwards, Chairman of the
Canadian Coalition for Nuclear Res-
ponsabllity made the contlusion,
“That is what the crulse misslle and

tha Pershing 2 missile are designed -

for: to blur the distinction betwesn
convantional war and nuclear war. |f
_these misslles are svar 10 be used the

chances are great that nuclear war will /

engulf the enilre planet.”

m'ch@s planned

Peace ectivists are saying that If.
tha govamment allows the Crulse
tests to go ahzad it will represent a
clear break with Canada’s past com-
mitment to playing a “non-nuclear role
In NATO.” In fact many think that
parhaps that Is why Reagan Is pres-
slng Trudeau to allow the tests on
Canadian soll. After engaging In such
tests, what Is to stop Canada from
Increasing its role In the production of
parts for nuclear weapons and enga-
ging In further nuclear weapons tests

And how could Trudeau reasonably
raturn o the United Nations to
talk about hls “strategy of sufioca-
tlon” and the banning of tha testing of

and more dssdly  nuclear

_ weapons?

Although In his spesch Lamonta-
gne accused tha peace movement of
possibly Increcsing the war risk,
peace activists have no Intention of
toning down thalr opposition to the

: Cruise tasts or tholr compalgn for a

nuclear frecze.

Plens are undsnvay for a Women's .
March for Peaco on Mothar's Day, May
8, 1283 on Parllament Hill, And a call
has been lzunched by the Alllance for

.Non-Violent Action to build-up for

massive Canadian partizipation In an

. Intarnational day of prmeal slated for

next Octicher 22,
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How to fight !

By Marie Boti

Women's groups across the coun-
‘v were stired into action recently
when pay TV brought pornography
into our living rooms. Telegrams and
rztitions representing three million
Canadian women were sent to the
gevernment demanding that Playboy
programming be blocked.

Protests such as these have made
pornography an issue of public deba-
12, obliging Canadians to re-examine
““~ir attitudes to this form of so-called
Madult entertainment.”

Pornography is one of the most
painful issues confronting feminists,
because of the hate and degradation
of women involved. It represents a
powerful force, as part of the domi-
nent anti-woman ideology in our
society, and because it is a $500
million industry In Canada, and a $5
“"''an industry In the US.

Should pornography be censored?
Opinions differ both among the public
at large and within the feminist move
ment itself.

Pornography is harmiul

When protests against Playboy
programming on Pay TV began early
this year, many people saw it as a
tempest in a teacup: a to do over

“'~tivaly harmless adult entertainment.

Some of this misconception was'
dissipated when a group of Ottawa
programming already available in the
US - and squirmed in their seats at
scenes of violence and rape. These
wareno overly-sensitive viewers, but
the same people who tittered in the
Hcuse of Commons when the subject
of wife-beating came up.

Playboy magazine itself is not
harmless entertainment.

Women are photographed spread-
-2led across the pages, genitalia
exposed, and not uncommonly, in
poses suggestive of whippings. This
iz not to mention the pinups of pubes-
cent girls and the jokes and cartoon on
rape and incest.

All this fits the feminist definition

of pornography: the representation of
sexual behavior which gives a degra-
ding and demeaning portrayal of the
human female as a mere object to be
exploited and manipulated sexually.

The wide distribution of images
such as the above, (Playboy is one of
the widest-circulating magazines in
the world) is bound to Influence their
readers’ perception of female sexuali-
ty.

Even adolescents are affected.
School nurses have remarked that
adolescents exposed to pornography
are losing their sense of ‘normality’.
They say that it is not uncommon for
young boys to ask, for example,
whether girls have to be beaten or
raped to reach orgasm. (From the
Quebec government’s Gazette des
Femmes October  1982),

Freedom of choice

Some say that pornography should
be available for those who want it that
it is a question of freedom of cholce.

The question is, where does the
right to freedom of choice for one
person-end, and the rights of another
begin? The pornographer's right to
freedom of speech undercuts women'’s
right to freedom from danger, says
Lise Dunnigan. )

“The mass of pornographic mate-
rial which presents coertion and
torture as an appropriate means for
men to obtain sexual satisfaction, or
as an appropriate response to wo-
men's sexual needs, constitutes an
incitement to crime; it contributes to
forming a soclal climate which under-
mines the safety of women in gene-
ral.” (“La pornographie et I'érotisation
de laviolence.” a study by the Quebec
Council on the Status of Women,
November, 1981) .

Bonnie Klein, one of the producers
of the anti-porn film Not a Love Story
told the McGill student newspaper:
"What is pornography is pretty clear,
It is stuff that Is not being put out for
any other than commercial reasons. |t
It's not people expressing a political
point of view, which is what freedom

of choice is originally about, and it's
not. people expressing their own eroti-
cism." Feminists are not agains
eroticism, or against sexual stimula-
tion in films or other media. What
they cannot accept, is the degradation
of women in thess exerclses.
Censorship

When it comes down to censor-

ship, however, not all fominists agree.

Some feal that censorship would be
used against women, rather than to
protect them, ’

Robin Morgan, a well-known US
feminist writing in the excellent col-
lection Take Back the Night, says: “a
phallocentric culture is more likely to
begin Its purges with books on pelvic
self-examination for women...nor do |
place much trust in a male-run judi-
ciary,” she says.

Feminists have good reason to be
wary. In the US, the book onFemale
health, Our Bodies Ourselves banned
in some states; and here in Canada,
Not a Love Story was banned in
Ontario

Evidence such es this leads some
feminists to believe it Is best to
circumvent censorship, end to con-
centrate on hurting the purveyers In-
stead. In Ontario and Quebec, femi-
nists have launched a harassment
campaign against Eaton's, one of the
main shareholdars of First Choice,
the Playboy channel,

Diana Bronson, of Montreal's

" Feminist Coalition against Pornogra-

'phy, believes that unless there s
isome form of stats regulation, women
will be obliged to wage countless
individual battles. “We could-take one
producer to court, but there would be
nothing to stop him from making new
porn movies or publications.”

_ Bronson agrezs, however, that
present metheds of censorshlp do not
inspire confidence. “Censors are not
answerable to anycne. .We need some
power of recall of these people, and at
least men-woman parity on boards.”

Feminists like Bronson speak of
democratic control, rather than cen-
sorhip per se.

“Democratic control is already
exercized through a number of means:;
legislation, regulation, and survelllan-
ce boards.,"accerding to theCommon

Front Against. Pornography's
brief on Bill 109.

“Our country has given itself laws
against racism, discrimination, libel;
itlimits the freedom of polluters, drug
dealers, automobile drivers and many
others. The state oversees the pro-
duction and distribution of food,

See page 10



