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GANDHI-NEHRU-INDIRA: HEROES OR TRAITORS OF THE PEOPLE ?

The Indian people have for centuries ‘been struggling against Tooth their oppress
ors - landlords to solve the basic question of land and the British colonialists.In 
1857-53 this struggle of the pidian people against the British colonialists gave 
rise to the First War of Independence when the people rose up throughout the length 
and breadth of India against British colonialism.To prevent another uprising such as 
this the British imperialists needed an organization that would serve their interests 
in India. Accordingly, the Indian national Congress was formed for this purpose by an 
British administrator A .0.Hume, in 1885 and the British could once again rely on the 
feudal kings and. landlords who had always welcomed, them in return for personal gain 
to become murabers of the FTC.

Leaders of the FTC like Gandhi, Nehru and Indira Gandhi represented the interests 
of the landlord class and comprador bourgeoisie who benifited from British rule in 
India and therefore carved British interests rather than fulfil the aspirations of 
the common Indian people.Thus even though British Imperialists 'left' India in 1947 
actual British investment increased. In the 50’s U.1.investment dramatically increas
ed in India. To-day ,U.3.imperialists and 30V33BT JOCIAL imperialists largely control 
the Indian economy and make super profits by exploiting the Indian people,

Gandhi,Nehru and. Indira have in no way fulfilled the aspirations of the common 
people. The basic problem of land still exists and is to-day being solved not by 
Indira Gandhi but by the people themselves led by the Communist Party of India (Marx— 
ist-Leninist). The second discussion of this series will look into the actual role 
played by these ’leaders’ promoted as heroes of the Indian people.

ALL GENUINELY INTERESTED PLOPIS ARE INVITED.

Indian 'gre ssive Study Group Programme
Gandhi—Nehru**Indira; Heroes or traitors 
of the pe opJLe ?

Farce of Indira Gandhi’s "Socialism”

How Imperialists plunder India today!

Is population and Food, a problem ?

Cultural heritage of the Indian people.

Can socialism come to India through the 
road of Parliamentary Democracy ?

Juno 26,72, 7:30 p.m. at 
International Student Centre 
(ISC),33 St. George St., 
Toronto.
July 3,72, 7:30 p.m. at ISC

July 10,72, 7:30 p.m. at ISC

July 17 ,72 7; 30 p.m. „ .

July 24,72, 7:30 p.m.

July 31,72, 7:30 p.m.
Places for the above to be 
announced.

’’FOLLOW THE iTAXALBARI WAY FOR PEOPLE'S 
DEMOCRATIC INDIA”
(The •programme put before the Indian people by 
the Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist)
-the cause to which the Indian revolutionaries arc 

dedicated- will be the central theme of this conference)

CONFERENCE FT AUGUST
(details tc be announced)

For further information contact; Indian Progressive Study Group, 
P.O.Box 32, Station 'F', toronto.

II I T O R Y  O F D I A C ? L

On June 19, 72, the Indian Progressive Study Group held the first mooting in 
its new series on the topic:History of the Indian People.

Chairman Mao has correctly pointed out that ’’classes struggle, some classes 
triumph, others are eliminated,Such is the history, such is the history of civilizat
ion for thousands of years". India is an agrarian country, a country of peasant masses 
hard working and talented.More than 75^ of the Indian population lives in the countr
yside.India is a semi-feudal and scmi-colonial country .The main class struggle is .con 
tcred around the question of lane! i.o. the class struggle between the landlords and 
landless and landpoor peasants.Out of the 4 major contradictions in India— the con
tradiction between imperialism and social imperialism on the one hand and our people 
on the other; the contradiction between feudalism and the broad masses of the people; 
the contradiction between capital and labour and the contradict ion between the ruling 
classes - the contradiction between feudalism and the broad masses of the people is 
the principal contradiction.

India has been .in the hands of the oppressors who have consistently prpagated
that the kings and queens, warlords and. landlords are the makers of history wh
ile the broad masses have' no role to play in history. On the contrary,masses arc the 
makers of history and it is the common Indian people who have propelled the progress
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_ ^ c o n t i n u ed  fro m  p age  1
o f  I n d i a n  h i s t o r y .  The h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  p e o p l e  w h ich  h a s  b e e n  a  h i s t o r y  o f  i n u -  

m a r a t i o  p e a s a n t  u p r i s i n g s  a g a i n s t  f e u d a l i s m  and. i m p e r i a l i s m ,  can  b e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  3 
m a jo r  p a r t s  A) H i s t o r y  b e f o r e  t h e  B r i t i s h  c o lo n iz e d .  I n d i a .  B) H i s t o r y  d u r i n g  t h e  
B r i t i s h  c o l o n i a l i s t s  r o b b i n g  o f  I n d i a  and. C) C o n te m p o ra ry  I n d i a  a f t e r  ;lI n d e p e n d e n c e ’.'

D u r in g  p r e - B r i t i s h  t i m e s  I n d i a  as  a  w ho le  was d i v i d e d  i n t o  n u m e ro u s  s m a l l  k i n g 
doms w i th  t h e  k i n g s  c o n t i n u o u s l y  f i g h t i n g  among t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  more t e r r i t o r y .  T h r o u 
g h o u t ,  I n d i a  h a d  b e e n  s u b j e c t e d  t o  i n v a s i o n  a f t e r  i n v a s i o n  a g a i n s t  w h ich  t h e  I n d i a n  
p e o p l e  a lw a y s  f o u g h t  w h e r e a s  t h e  f e u d a l  k i n g s  and  p r i n c e s  h a r d l y  p u t  u p  a n y  r c s i s t a n c  
e t o  t h e s e  c o n q u e s t s .  D u r in g  t h i s  t im e  t h e  f e u d a l  s y s te m  d e v e l o p e d  an d  c o n s o l i d a t e d , :  
F o r  c e n t u r i e s  t h r o e  d e p a r t m e n t s  h a d  e x i s t e d  u n d e r  t h e  f e u d a l  k i n g s  n a m e ly ,  t h e  Dep
a r t m e n t  o f  w ar ( i . e . e x t e r n a l  r o b b i n g ) ,  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  F i n a n c e  ( i . c .  i n t e r n a l  r o b b 
i n g )  an d  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b l i c  W o rk s .T h e  I n d i a n  p e a s a n t s  h a d  t h e  l a n d  t h e y  t i l l e d  
b u t  h a d  t o  p a y  heavy t a x e s  t o  t h e  k i n g  in  r e t u r n .

In  1600 A .D . t h e  B r i t i s h  c o l o n i a l i s t s  came u n d e r  t h e  g u i s e  o f  " t r a d e r s "  w i t h  t h e  
i n t e n t i o n  o f  r o b b i n g  and  l o o t i n g  I n d i a  an d  u s e d  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  ' d i v i d e  and. r u l e *  t o  
c o n q u e r  I n d i a .  F e u d a l  k i n g s  and  l a n d l o r d s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  w elcom ed  t h e  B r i t i s h  c o l o n i a l -  
i s i s  w h i l e  t h e  common p e o p l e  c o n t i n u o u s l y  o p p o s e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  e x p a n s i o n  i n  I n d i a ,
F o r  c e n t u r i e s  t h e  v i l l a g e  econom y b a s e d  on h a n d  t i l l i n g  c o u p l e d  w i t h  h a n d  w e a v in g  and  
h a n d  s p i n n i n g  h a d  boon  a  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  e c o n o m y .B r i t i s h  c o l o n i a l i s t s  c o m p l e t e l y  
n e g l e c t e d  t h e  p u b l i c  w o rk s  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e  and. d e s t r o y e d  t h e  h a n d  s p i n n i n g  and. weav
i n g  i n d u s t r y  by  i n u n d a t i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i t h  B r i t i s h  t e x t i l e .  By d e s t r o y i n g  t h i s  e c o 
nom ic  b a s e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  economy s u r p l u s  l a b o u r  was c r e a t e d  w h ich  w ou ld  now f l o c k  t o  
t h e  c i t i e s  t o  a c t  a s  wage l a b o u r  w h i l e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  h a n d  i n d u s t r y  c r e a t e d  an 
eno rm ous  m a r k e t  f o r  B r i t i s h  i n d u s t r i e s ^  f o r c e d  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  c a s h  c r o p s  ( c o t t o n , t e a  
j u t e  e t c . )  i n s u r e d  a  c o n s t a n t  s u p o l y  o f  raw  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  E n g l a n d .

T h ro u g h  t h e  s y s te m  o f  Z e m in d a r i  an d  R o y ta r i . ,  f o r c e f u l l y  im p o se d  on t h e  I n d i a n  
p e o p l e  b y  t h e  B r i t i s h  c o l o n i z e r s ,  t h e  I n d i a n  p e a s a n t s  w ere  d e p o s s e s s e d  o f  t h e i r  h e r e 
d i t a r y  c l a i m s  t o  t h e  s o i l  in  f a v o u r  o f  t a x  c o l l e c t o r s  c a l l e d  Z e m in d a r s .  T h i s  new c l a s s  
o f  Z e m in d a rs  w ere  l o y a l  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  c o l o n i a l i s t s  and  c o n s t a n t l y  b e t r a y e d  t h e  a s p i r  
—a t i o n s  o f  t h e  common p e o p l e  t o  f r e e  t h e m s e l v e s  f rom  t h e  yo k e  o f  B r i t i s h  i m p e r i a l i s m .  
The c o n t i n u e d  u p r i s i n g s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  p e o p l e  w ere  r e f l e c t e d  in  t h e  F i r s t  War o f  
In d e p e n d e n c e  -  a  w ar f o u g h t  b y  t h e  p e a s a n t r y  and  r e b e l  s o l d i e r s .  T h i s  n a t i o n a l  War o f  
I n d e p e n d e n c e  t u r n e d  i n t o  a  c o n f l a g r a t i o n  e n g u l f i n g  t h e  w ho le  o f  I n d i a ,  i n f l i c t i n g  
many h u m i l i a t i n g  d e f e a t s  on t h e  B r i t i s h  c o l o n i a l i s t s  s h a k i n g  t h e  v e r y  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  
B r i t i s h  r u l e  .B u t  t h i s  u p r i s i n g  f a i^ c n ^  ^ s  t h e  f e u d a l  c l a s s  s o l d  o u t  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  and  

_ t h e __ p e o n l e  .hacf](0gc ion±if_ jrw -& hnory• nor/vfieaee-paftaiTp -o a p a L ie —e f - l o a d i n g  th e m —bo~ v i c t o r y . 
U n d a u n te d  t h e  p e o p l e  c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  t h e r e a f t e r .

The B r i t i s h  c o l o n i a l i s t s , w i t h  t h e  s p e c t r e  o f  l o 5 7 - 5 o  f r e s h  in  t h e i r  m in d s  r e a l i z e d  
t h a t  t h e y  n e e d e d  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  com posed  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  f e u d a l  l a n d l o r d  c l a s s  t h a t  
was r e a d y  t o  l i q u i d a t e  t h e  m i l i t a n c y  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  m a s s e s  a n d  p r e p a r e d '  t o  h o o d w in k  
t h e  p e o p l e  w i t h  a  sham i n d e p e n d e n c e . T hus  i n  HO8 5 , A .0 .Hume, a  B r i t i s h  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  
fo rm e d  t h e  I n d i a n  R a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  ( IF C ) t o  f u l f i l  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  
i m p e r i a l i s t s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  p l u n d e r  o f  I n d i a .  I t  was t h e  B r i t i s h  who p ro m o te d  
G a n d h i  ' t h e  cham pion  o f  t h e  p e o p l e s  a s p i r a t i o n s  an d  t h e  a p o s t l e  o f  p e a c e  an d  n o n 
v i o l e n c e '  » By u s i n g  t h e  BTC and  G a n d h i  t h e  B r i t i s h  c o l o n i a l i s t s  w ere  a b l e  t o  d i v e r t  
a n d  l i q u i d a t e  t h e  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  p e o p l e .  The h e r o i c  I n d i a n  p e o p l e  t h e m s e l v e s  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  wage s t r u g g l e  a f t e r  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  B r i t i s h  i m p e r i a l i s m  an d  f e u d a l i s m .  
F o r  e x a m p le ,  b e tw e e n  1 9 0 6 —1909 t h e r e  w ere  i n  one a r e a  o f  B e n g a l  an d  Assam a l o n e ,  o v e r  
557 u p r i s i n g s  l e d  by  y o u th  an d  s t u d e n t s .

In  1947 t h e  B r i t i s h  c o l o n i a l i s t s  " l e f t "  I n d i a  in  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h i s  samp c l a s s  o f  
s e l l o u t s  -  f e u d a l  l a n d l o r d s  and  c o m p ra d o r  b o u r g e o i s i e  t o  ensu re*  t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d  p l u n 
d e r  o f  I n d i a  an d  a f t e r  1947 B r i t i s h  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  I n d i a  i n c r e a s e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y .
U n d e r  t h e  h o a x  o f  " I n d e p e n d e n c e "  I n d i a  was t u r n e d  i n t o  a  noc—c o l o n y  fro m  a ' c o l o n y .

The I n d i a n  r u l i n g  c l a s s  c o u l d  n e v e r  r c s r l v e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  o f  t h e  
l a n d l e s s  an d  l a n d p c c r  p e a s a n t s  i n f l i c t e d  by  t h e  b l o c d  s u c k i n g  l a n d l o r d  c l a s s  a s  t h e  
r u l i n g  c l a s s  i t s e l f  p e r p e t u a t e s  t h e  s u f f e r i n g s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  In  1 9 6 7  "the h e r o i c  
e v e n t ,  tho^JT a x a l b a r i - u p r i s i a g  t o o k  -pl-aoe « T h i  s—■ w a  s t - i a e  when t i r e  s c i e n c e  o f
M arx ism —L e n in is m —Mao T s e t u n g  T h o u g h t  w as a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  c o n c r e t e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  I n d i a .  
I n  1 9 ^ 9 j  "the Com m unist P a r t y  o f  I n d i a  ( M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t ) was fo rm e d  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r -  

s h i n  ox com rade  C h a ru  M azum dar. S in c e  IQ67  s t h e  I n d i a n  p e o p l e  h a v e  fo u n d  t l i c i r  a s p i r 
a t i o n  o f  f r e e i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  f rom  t h e  yoke  o f  f e u d a l i s m  a n d  i m p e r i a l i s m  in  t h e  p a t h  
i l l u m i n a t e d  by  I T a x a l b a r i ;  o f  s o l v i n g  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  b e tw e e n  t h e  l a n d l o r d  c l a s s  
an d  t h e  p e a s a n t r y  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  l a n d .

So wo s e e  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  p e o p l e  i s  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  u p r i s i n g s  and  
s t r u g g l e s  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  o p p r e s s o r s .  T o - d a y ,  t h e  I n d i a n  p e o p l e  a r c  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
U a x a l b a r i  way f o r  a  P e o p l e ’ s D e m o c r a t i c  I n d i a  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e  4  m o u n t a in s  on t h e i r  
b a c k  -  I m p e r i a l i s m  h e a d e d  by  U .S .  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  S o v i e t  S o c i a l  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  f e u d a l i s m  
an d  c o m p ra d o r  - b u r e a u c r a t  c a p i t a l i s m .  T hey  a r c  bound t o  w in  a s  t h e y  h a v e  b o t h  a  
s c i e n t i f i c  t h e o r y  a s  w e l l  a s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d e r s h i p ,  t h e  Com m unist P a r t y  o f  I n d i a  
( M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t ) , c a p a b a l o  o f  l o a d i n g  them  t o  v i c t o r y .

Meeting to Denounce the harrassment of patriotic Indians by imperialist lackey police.
Times Sunday,June 25,72, 3s30 p„m. at Woodgreen United Church , 8 7 5  Queen St. East.
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