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The Editorial Board Of .
WORILD REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH

.loyfully Hails
“The Ninth. National Congress of the
‘Communist Party of China

At the plenary session on April 14, delegates,full of revolutionary enthusiasm, from different fighting
posts pass by portraits of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin as they enter the meeting hall.

* Photograph on cover - Comrade Chairman Mao presiding over the plenary session on April 14.

| DOCUMENTS OF THE NINTH NATIONAL CONGRESS AND OTHER MARXIST-LENINIST

LITERATURE AND REVOLUTIONARY JOURNALS ARE AVAILABLE FROM:
PROGRESSIVE BOOKS AND BERIODICAIS - see opposite page for address
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RESOLUTION PASSED BY THE FIRST MEETING OF TEE
~ “PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE
FIRST ]NTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF MARXIST-LENINIST YOUTH
- Adopted on January 3, 1969 -~

Recognizing

that the genuinely anti-imperialist forces are rising all over the world against the
main enemy, U.S. imperialism, and its accomplice,” modern Soviet revisionism,

that the modern revisionists, headed by the U.S.S.R. and the descendants of the 2nd
International, the social democrats of western Europe and their henchmen in the
colanial, sem1—colon1a1 and neo-colonial countries are attemptmg to mlslead the
working and:-oppressed people,

_that.various ',’anti-revisionists"' and other '""Marxist-Leninists' are, through dubious
means, attempting to stop the spread of Marxism-Leninism’of our era, Mao Tse~-tung's
thought, to the broad masses of the working and oppressed peOple o 1 :

that natmnal chauvinism is still used in many countries in order to combat Marxism-
Leninism, Mao Tse-tung's thought,

that there 1s no organisation of world revolutionary youth which can form a bulwark
against poisonous influence of modern revisionist dominated WFDY and IUS and

»that there is an urgent need for all genumely Marxist-Leninist Youth who follow Mao
‘Tse-tung s thought creatlve'ly and in an all-sided manner to gather together and de-
velope the correct ideological .and orgamsatlonal guidelines for.the fortification of the
! commumst youth movement on an international scale,

we prOpose

(l) that the FlI‘St International Congress of Marxist~Leninist Youth be held on June 29
to July 6 in an appropriate place most suitable to all the part1c1pants with an anti-
.imperialist rally on July 5,

(2) that all Marxist-Leninist youth organisations who follow Mao Tse—hmg's thought
creatively and in an all-$ided manner participate in the Congress, .

(3) that a session of the Enlarged Preparatory Committee be held sometime in the
first week of February and that each youth organisation which follows Mao Tse-tung's
‘thought creatively and in an all—srded manner should be invited to send one delegate °
to this sessmn, ] [ Feh

4) that all Marxist—Leninist organisations who follow Mao Tse-tung's thought creatively
and in an all-sided manner, but who do not have an ML youth movement should be
‘1nv1ted to send observers ‘to the Congress ]

(5) that all Congress sessions be closed to delegates and observers only w1th the ex-
( Cont}nued onp,27)




The May 4th Movement twenty
years ago marked a new stage in
China's bourgeois-democratic rev-
olution against imperialism and feud-
alism. The cultural reform movement
which grew out of the May 4th Move-
ment was only one of the manifestations
of this revolution. With the growth and
development of new social forces in that
period, a powerful camp made its ap-
pearance in the bourgeois-democratic
revolution, a camp consisting of the working
_class, the student masses and the new national
bourgeoisie. Around the time of the May 4th
Movement, hundreds of thousands of students
courageously took their place in the van.In these
respects the May 4th Movement went a step be-
yond the Revolution of 1911.

If we trace China's bourgeois-democratic rev-
olutionback toits formative period, we see that
it has passed through a number of stages in its
development: the Opium War, the War of the
Taiping Heavenly Kingdom, the Sino-Japanese
War of 1894, the Reform Movement of 1898, the
Yi Ho Tuan Movement, the Revolution of 1911,
the May 4th Movement, the Northern Expedition,
and the War of the Agrarian Revolution. The pre-
sent War of Resistance Against Japan is yet
another stage, and isthe greatest, most vigorous
and most dynamic stage of all. The bourgeois~
democratic revolution canbe considered accom-
plished only whenthe forces of foreignimperial-
ism and domestic feudalism have basically been
overthrownand an independent democratic state
has been established. From the Opium War on-
wards each stagein the development of the rev-
olution has had its own distinguishing charact-
eristics. But the most important feature differ-
entiating them is whether they came before or
after the emergence of the Communist Party.

However, taken as a whole, all
‘the stages bear the character
of abourgeois-democratic rev-
olution. The aim of this dem-
ocratic revolutionis toestab-
lish a social system hitherto
unknown in Chinese history,
namely, a democratic social
system having a feudal society
(during the last hundred years
a semi-colonial and semi-
feudal society) as its pre-
cursor and a socialist society
as its successor.If anyone asks
why a Communist should strive to bring intobe-
ing first a bourgeois-democratic society and then
a socialist society, our answer is: we are fol-
lowing the inevitable course of history.

China's democratic revolution depends on de-
finite social forces for its accomplishment.
These social forces are the working class, the
peasantry, the intelligentsia and the progressive
section of the bourgeoisie, that is, the revolu-
tionary workers, peasants, soldiers, students
and intellectuals, and businessmen, with the
workers and peasants as the basic revolutionary
forces and the workers as the class which leads
the revolution. It is impossible to accomplish
the anti-imperialist and anti-feudal democratic
revolution without these basic revolutionary for-
ces and without the leadership of the working
class. Today, the principal enemies of the rev-
olution are the Japanese imperialists and the
Chinese traitors, and the fundamental policy in
the revolutionis thepolicy of the Anti-Japanese
National United Front, consisting of all workers,
peasants, soldiers, students and intellectuals,
and businessmen who are against Japanese ag-
gression. Final victory in the War of Resistance
will be wonwhen thisunited front isgreatly con-

Comrade Mao Tsetung wrote this article for neWSpapers in Yenan to commemorate the twentieth

anniversary of the May 4th Mov’ement.




solidated and developed.

Inthe Chinese democratic revolutionary move=
ment, it was the intellectuals who were the first
to awaken. This was clearly demonstrated both
in the Revolution of 1911 and in the May 4th
Movement, and in the days of the May 4th Move-
ment the intellectuals were more numerous and
more politically conscious thanin the days of the
Revolution of 1911.But the intellectuals will ac-
complish nothing if they fail to integrate them-
selves with the workers and peasants.Inthe final
analysis, the dividing line between revolutionary
intellectuals and non-revolutionary or counter-
revolutionary intellectuals is whether or not they
are willing to integrate themselves with the work-
ers and peasants and actually do so. Ultimately
it is this alone, and not professions of faith in
. the Three People's Principles or in Marxism,

that distinguishes one from the other. A true

. revolutionary must be one who is willing to in-

tegirate himself with the workers and peasants
and actually does 8o.

It is now twenty years since the May 4th Move-
ment and almost two years since the outbreak
of the anti-Japanese war. The young people and
the cultural circles of the whole country bear a
heavy responsibility in the democratic revolution
and the War of Resistance. I hope they will un-
derstand the character and the motive forces of
the Chinese revolution, make their work serve

‘the workers and peasants, to into their midst

and become propagandists and organisers among
them. Victory will be ours when the entire peop-
le arises against Japan. Young people of the
whole country, bestir yourselves!
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WORLD REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH

-

Salutes

the 50th Annivefsary of the

May 4th Movement

?

The entire history of revolution proves that without the leadership of
the working class revolution fails and that with the leadership of the work-
ing -class revolution triumphs. In the epoch of imperialism, in no country
can any other class lead any genuine revolution to victory. )

— MAO TSETUNG




THE ORIENTATION OF THE
- YOUTH MOVEMENT

MA® TSETUNG

~ May 4, 1939

TODAY is the twentieth anniversary of the May

4th Movement, and the youth of Yenan are all
gathered here for this commemoration meeting. I
shall therefore take the occasion to speak on some
questions concerning the orientation of the youth
movement in China.

First, May 4 has now been designated as China’s
Youth Day, and rightly so. Twenty years have
clapsed since the May 4th Movement, yet it is only
this year that the day has been designated as the
national Youth Day, and this is a most significant
fact. For it indicates that the Chinese people’s
democratic revolution against imperialism and
feudalism will soon reach a turning point. This rev-
olution encountered repeated failures over several
decades, but now there must be a change, a change
towards victory and not another failure. The Chi-
nese revolution is now going forward, forward to
victory. The repeated failures of the past, cannot
and must not be allowed to recur, and they must be
turned into victory. But has the change already
taken place? No. It has not, nor have we yet won
victory. But victory can be won. It is precisely in
the present War of Resistance Against Japan that
we are striving to reach the . turning point from
failure to victory. The May 4th Movement was
directed against a government of national betrayal,
a government which conspired with imperialism and
sold out the interests of the nation, a government
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which oppressed the people. Was it not necessary
to oppose such a government? If it was not, then
the May 4th Movement was simply a mistake. It
is obvious that such a government must be opposed,
that a government of national betrayal must be
overthrown. Just consider, long before the May 4th
Movement Dr. Sun Yat-sen was already a rebel
against the government of his day; he opposed and
overthrew the Ching government. Was he right in
doing so? In my opinion he was quite right. For
the government he opposed did not resist imperial-
ism but conspired with it, and was not a revolu-
tionary government but one that suppressed the
revolution. The May 4th Movement was a revolu-
tionary movement precisely because it opposed a

‘government of national betrayal. The youth of

China should see the May 4th Movement in chis
light. Today, when the whole nation has militantly
risen to resist Japan, we are determined to defeat
Japanese imperialism, and we shall not tolerate any
traitors or allow the revolution to fail again, for we
have taken warning from its failures in the past.
With few exceptions, the whole youth of China is

This speech was delivered by Comrade Mao Tsetung at
a mass rheeting of youth in Yenan to commemorate the
twentieth anniversary of the May 4th Movement. It rep-
resented a developrflent' In his ideas on the question of
the Chinese revolution. i
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awakened and determined to win, and this is
reflected in the designation of May 4th as Youth
Day. We are advancing along the road to victory
and, provided the whole people make a concerted
effort, the Chinese revolution will definitely triumph
through the War of Resistance.

what is the Chinese revolution

directed against? What are the targets of the revolu-

Secondly,
tion? As everybody knows, imperialism is one
target and feudalism the other. What are the targets
of the revolution at this moment? One is Japanese
imperialism, and the other the Chinese collaborators.
To make our revolution we must overthrow Jap-
anese imperialism and the Chinese traitors. Who
are the makers of the revolution? What is its main
force? The common people of China. The motive
forces of the revolution are the proletariat, the
peasantry and all members of other classes who are
willing to oppose imperialism and feudalism; these
are the revolutionary forces opposing imperialism
and feudalism. But who, among so many, are the
basic force, the backbone of the revolution? The
workers and the peasants, forming 90 per cent of the
What is the nature of the

Chinese revolution? What kind of revolution are we

country’s population.

making today? Today we are making a bourgeois-
democratic revolution, and nothing we do goes
beyond its scope. By and large, we should not
destroy the bourgeois system of private property for
tf1e present; what we want to destroy is imperialism
and feudalism. This is what we mean by the bour-
geois-democratic revolution. But its accomplishment
is already beyond the capacity of the bourgeoisie and
must depend on the efforts of the proletariat and
the broad masses of the people. What is the goal of
this revolution? To overthrow imperialism and
feudalism and to establish a people’s democratic
republic. A people’s democratic republic means a
republic based on the revolutionary Three People’s
Principles. It will be different both from the semi-
colonial and semi-feudal state of the present and
from the socialist system of the future. Capitalists

have no place in a socialist society, but they should

f
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still be allowed in a people’s democracy. Will there
always be a place for capitalists in China? No,
definitely not in the future. This is true not only of
China but of the whole world.
country, whether it be Britain, the United States,
France, Japan, Germany, or Italy, will have any
place for capitalists, and China will be no exception.
The Soviet Union is a country which has already
established socialism, and beyond all doubt the
China will

certainly go over to socialism in the future; that is

In the future no

whole world will follow its example.

an irresistible law. But at the present stage our task
is not to put socialism into practice, but to destroy
imperialism and feudalism, change China’s present
semi-colonial and semi-feudal status, and establish
people’s democracy. This is what the youth of the

whole country must strive for.

Thirdly, what are the lessons of the Chinese
revolution? This question is also an important one
for our youth to understand. Strictly speaking,
China’s bourgeois-democratic revolution against im-
perialism and feudalism was begun by Dr. Sun Yat-
sen and has been going on for more than fifty years;
as for foreign capitalist aggression against China, it
has been going on for almost a hundred years.
During that century, there was first the Opium War
against British aggression, then came the War of
the Taiping Heavenly - Kingdom, then the Sino-
Japanese War of 1894, the Reform Movement of
1898, the Yi Ho Tuan Movement, the Revolution of
1911, the May 4th Movement, the Northern Expedi-
tion, and the war waged by the Red Army—
although these struggles differed from each other,
their common purpose was to repel foreign enemies
or change existing conditions. However, it was only

with Dr. Sun Yat-sen that a more or less clearly

. defined bourgeois-democratic revolution began. In

the last fifty years the revolution started by Dr. Sun
Vat-sen has had both its successes and its failures.
Was not the Revolution of 1911 a success? Didn’t
it send the emperor packing? Yet it was a failure
in the sense that while it sent the emperor packing,

it left China under imperialist and feudal oppression,




so that the anti-imperialist and anti-feudal revolu-
tionary task remained unaccomplished. What was
the aim of the May 4th Movement? Its aim likewise
was to overthrow imperialism and feudalism, but it,
too, failed, and China still remained under the rule
of imperialism and feudalism. The same is true of
the revolution known as the Northern Expedition;
it scored successes, but it too failed. From the time
the Kuomintang turned against the Communist
" Party, China agaln fell under the domination of
anerlahsm and feudahsm ’l‘he‘ 1nev1tab1e, result
was the ten years’ war waged by the Red Army
But these ten years of struggle fulfilled the revolu-
tionary task only in parts of China and not in the
country as a whole. If we are to sum up the revolu-
tion during the past decades, we may say that it has
won only temporary and partial victories and not
permanent and nation-wide victory. As Dr. Sun
Yat-sen said, “The revolution is not yet completed,
all my comrades: must struggle on.,” The question
now is: Why, after decades. of struggle, has the
Chinese revolution not yet attained its goal? What
I think there are two: first, the

enemy forces have been too strong; second, our own

are the reasons?

forces have been too weak. Because one side was
strong and the other side weak, the revolution did
not succeed. In saying that the enemy forces have
been too strong, we mean that the forces of im-
perialism (the primary factor) and of feudalism have
been too strong. In saying that our own forces have
been too weak, we mean weak in the military, polit-
ical, economic and cultural fields; but our weakness-
es and our consequent failure to fulfil the anti-
imperialist and anti-feudal task are chiefly due to
the fact that the labouring people, the workers and
peasants, constituting 90 per cent of the population,
have not yet been mobilized. If we are to sum up
the experience of the revolution of the past decades,
we may say that the people throughout the country
have not been fully mobilized and that the reaction-
aries have invariably opposed and sabotaged such
mobilization. Only by mobilizing and organizing the
workers and peasants, who comprise 90 per cent of

the population, is it pessible to overthrow imperial-

ism and feudalism. Dr. Sun Yat-sen said in his
Testament:

For forty years I have devotéd mysé].f‘_'td the
cause of the national revolution with the aim of
winning freedom and equality for China. My ex~
periences during these forty years have firmly con-
vinced me that to achieve this aim we must arouse
the masses of the people and unite in a common
struggle with those nations of the world which treat
us as equals. . ;_.f‘,?- o '

v
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l:t' i& ndw' more than ten years since Dr. Sun d1ed
and if we add these on, the total is over fifty years
What is the lesson of the revolution during these
years? Fundamentally, it is, “arouse the masses of
the people”. You should carefully study this lesson,
and-so should all China’s youth., They must know
that only by mobilizing the masses of workers and
peasants, who form 90 per cent of the population,
can we defeat imperialism and feudalism. Unless
we mobilize.ithe: Wworkers “and peasants of the
whdle ‘tountry, it will be impossible for us to defeat
Japan and build a new Ching.

Fourthly, to return fo the youth movement. On
this very day twenty years ago there occurred in
China the great historical event known as the May
4th Movement, in which the students participated; it
What
role have China’s young people played since the

was a movement of tremendous significance.

May 4th Movement? In a way they have played a
vanguard role —a fact recognized by everybody
except the die-hards. What is a Var;guard role? It
means taking the lead and marching in the fore-
front of the revolutionary ranks. In the anti-
imperialist and anti-feudal ranks Qf;__: the. Chinese
people, there is a contingent composed of the coun-
try’s young intellectuals and students. It is a con-
tingent of considerable size and, even if the many
who have given their lives are not included, it now
numbers several million. It is an army on one of
the fronts against imperialism and feudalism, and an
impgrtant army too. But this army is not enough;
we cannot defeat the enemy by relying-on it:alone,

for when all is said and done it is not the main force.




What then is the main force? The workers and
peasants. Our young intellectuals and students must
go among the workers and peasants, who make up
90 per cent of the population, and mobilize and
organize them. Without this main force of workers
and peasants, we cannot win the fight against im-
perialism and feudalism, we cannot win it by relying
only on the contingent of young intellectuals and
students. Therefore, the young intellectuals and
students throughout the country hmst unite with the
broad masses of workers and peasants and become
one with them, and only then can a mighty force be
created, A force of hundreds of millions of people!
.Only with this huge force can the enemy’s strong-
' holds be taken and his last fortresses smashed. In
: -assessing the youth movement of the past from this
viewpoint, we should call attention to a wrong ten-
denk:y. In the youth movement of the last few

.‘decades,' a section of the young people have been
ﬂunwﬂling to unite with the workers and peasants
",:and have opposed their movements, this is a
counter-current in the youth movement. In fact,
thése people are not at all bright in their refusal to
_unite with the masses who make up 90 per cent of
the populatlon and in going so far as to oppose them
outright. Is this a good tendency? I think not, be-
cause in opposing the workers and peasants they are
in fact opposing the revolution; that Is why we say
it is a counter-current in the youth movement. A
youth movement of that kind would come to no
good. A few days ago I wrote a short article in
which I noted:

In the final analysis, the dividing line between
revolutionary intellectuals and non-revolutionary
or counter-revolutionary intellectuals is whether or
not they are willing to integrate themselves with
the workers and peasants and actually do so.

Here I advanced a criterion which I regard as the

only valid one. How should we judge whether a

youth is a revolutionary? How can we tell? There

can only be one criterion, namely, whether or not

he is willing to integrate himself with the broad-

masses of workers and -peasants . and: does. so in
practice, If he is willing to do so and. .actually does

10

so, he is a revolutionary; otherwise he is a non-

revolutionary or a counter-revolutionary. If today

‘he integrates himself with the masses of workers

and peasants, then today he is a revelutionary; if
tomorrow he ceases to do so or turns round to op-
press the common people, then he becomes a non-
revolutionary or a counter-revolutionary. Some
young people talk glibly about their belief in the
Three People’s Principles or in Marxism, but this

does not prove anything. Doesn’t Hitler profess

‘belief in “socialism”? | TWenty years ago even Mus-

And what does their “so-
cialism” amount to? Fascism! Didn’t Chen Tu-
hsiu once “believe” in Marxism? What did he do
later? He went over to the counter-revolution.
Didn’t Chang Kuortao
Where is he now? He has run away and landed in
the mire. Some people style themselves “followers
of the Three People’s Principles” or even old stal-
warts of these Principles; but what have they done?
It turns out that their Prmclple of Nationalism
mearns consplrmg with imperialism, that their Prin-
ciple of Democracy means oppressing the common

solini was a “socialist”!

‘“believe”

people, and that their Principle of People’s Liveli--

hood means sucking the people’s blood. They affirm
the Three People’s Principles with their lips but deny
them in their hearts. So when we assess a person
and judge whether he is a true or false adherent of
the Three People’s Principles, whether he is a true
or false Marxist, we need only find out how he
stands in relation to the broad masses of workers
and peasants, and then we shall know him for what
he is. This is the only critetion, there is no other.
I hope that the youth of our country will never allow
themselves to be carried away by this sinister
counter-current but will clearly recognize the work-
ers and peasants as their friends and march forward

to g bright future.

Fifthly; the present War of Resistance Against
Japan marks a new stage—the greatest, most dynam-
ic and most vigorous stage—in the Chinese rev-
olution. In this stage the youth shoulder tremendous
responmbilitleé Our revolutlonary movement has

gone through many stages of struggle in the last dec-

in Marxism?




ades, but at no stage has it been so broad as in the
present War of Resistance. When we maintain that
the Chinese revolution now has features distin-
guishing it from the revolution in the past and that
it will make the turn from failure to victory, we
mean that the masses of the Chinese people have
made progress, of which the progress of the youth is
a clear proof. Hence the anti-Japanese war must and
certainly will triumph. As everybody knows, the
basic policy in this war is the Anti-Japanese Na-
tional United Front, whose aim it is to overthrow
Japanese imperialism and the Chinese collaborators,
transform the old China into a new China, and lib-
erate the whole nation from its semi-colonial and
semi-feudal status. The presént lack of unity in the
~ Chinese youth movement is a serious weakness. You
should continue to strive for unity, because unity
is strength. You must help the youth of the whole
country to understand the present situation, to

achieve unity and to resist Japan to the end.

Sixthly and lastly, I want to speak about the
It is the model for the

youth ‘movement throughout the country. The

youth movement in Yenan.

direction it is taking is in fact the orientation for the
youth movement of the entire country. Why? Be-
cause il is the correct orientation. You see, in the
matter of unity the youth of Yenan have acquitted
The youth of
The

young intellectuals and students, the young workers

themselves well, indeed very well.

Yenan have achieved solidarity and unity.

and peasants in Yenan are all united. Large numbers
of revolutionary youth from all over the country,
and even from Chinese communities abroad, have
come to study in Yenan. Most of you attending this
meeting today have come to Yenan from thousands
of miles away; whether your surname is Chang or Li,
whether you are a man or a woman, a worker or a
peasant, you are all of one mind. Should this not be
regarded as a model for the whole country? The
youth in Yenan, besides being united among them-
selves, have integrated themselves with the masses
of workers and peasants; and more than anything
else this makes you a model for the whole country.

What have you been doing? You have been learning

I

the theory of revolution and studying the-principles
and methods for resisting Japan and saving the na-
tion. You have been carrying out the campaign for
production and have reclaimed thousands of mou of
waste land. Confucius never reclaimed land or tilled
the soil.

number of students, “seventy worthies and three

When he ran his school, he had quite a

thousand disciples” — quite a flourishing school!
But he had far fewer students than there are in
Yenan, and what is more, they would have disliked
When a student asked him
how to plough the fields, Confucius answered, “I

production campaigns.

don’t know, I am not as good at that as a farmer.”
Confucius was next asked how to grow vegetables,
and he answered, “I don’t know, I am not as good at
that as a vegetable gardener.” In ancient times the
youth of China who studied under a sage neither
learned revolutionary theory nor took part in labour.
Today, there is little revolutionary theory taught and
there are no such things as production movements
in the schools over vast regions of our country. It is
only here in Yenan and in the anti-Japanese base
areas behind the enemy lines that the young people
are fundamentally different; they are really the
vanguard in resisting Japan and saving the nation
because their political orientation and their methods
of work are correct. That is why I say the youth
movement in Yenan is the model for the youth move-

ment throughout the country.

Our meeting today is highly significant. I have
said all I wanted. I hope you will all study the lessons
of the Chinese revolution in the last fifty years,
develop its good points and discard its mistakes, so
that the youth will be at one with the people of the
whole country and the revolution will make the turn
from failure to victory. When the youth and the
whole nation are mobilized, organized and united,
Each
young person must shoulder his responsibility. You
must each be different from before and resolve to
unite the youth and organize the people of the whole
country for the overthrow of Japanese imperialism
and the transformation of the old China into a new,
China. 'This is what I expect of all of you,

Japanese imperialism will be overthrown.




J. STALIN:
SPEECH DELIVERED AT THE EIGHTH '.
CONGRESS OF THE ALL-UNION LENINIST
| ' YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE
" May 16, 1928
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These tasks relate to three questions: that of
the line of ourpolitical work, that of stimulating
the activity of the broad mass of the people in
general and of the working class in particular,
and of stimulating the struggle against bureau-
cracy, and lastly, that of training new personnel
for our work of economic construction.

I

STRENGTHEN THE READINESS FOR ACTION
OF THE WORKING CLASS

Let us beginwith the first question.‘The char-
acteristic feature of the period we are nowpass-
ing through is that for five years already we
have been building in conditions of peaceful de-
velopment. When I say peaceful development, I
am referring not only to the absence of war with
TR external enemies, but also to the absence of the
Comrades, it is the accepted thing at congress- elements of civil war at home. That is what we

es to speak of achievements. That we have a- " mean be oonditions of the peaceful development
chievements is beyond question. They, these of our work of construction.
achievements, are, of course, not inconsiderable,
and there is no reason to hide them. But com- You know that in order to winthese conditions
rades, it has become a practice with us lately of peaceful development, we had to fight the cap-
to talk so much'of achievements, and sometimes italists of the whole world for three years. You
so affectedly, that one loses all desire to speak’ know that we did win those conditions, and we
of them once again. Allow me, therefore, to de- consider that one of our greatest achievements.
part from the general practice and to say a few But, Comrades, every gain, and this gain is no
‘words not about our achievements, but aboutour esception, has its obverse side. The conditions
weaknesses and our tasks in connection with of peaceful development have not been without
these weaknesses. their effect on us. They have laid their imprint
on our work, on our executive personnel, on
1 am referring, comrades, to the tasks invol- their mentality. During these five years we have
ved by the questions of our internal work of con- been advancing smoothly, as though on rails.

struction. And the effect of this has been to induce the be-
12



lief in some of our executives that everything is
going swimmingly, that we are as good as travel-
ling on an express train, and that we are being
carriedon the rails non-stop straight tosocial-
ism.

From this has sprungthe theory of things go-
ing "of their own accord,'" the theory of "mud-

dling through," the theory that "everything will

come out right," that there are no classes in
our country, that our enemies have calmed down,

and that everything will go accordingto the book.

Hence a certain thendency to inertia, to somnol-
ence. Well, it is this mentality of somnolence,

this mentality of relying on the work going right

"of its own accord' that constitutes the obverse

side of the period of peaceful development

Why are such states of mind so dangerous?
Because they throw dust into the eyes of the
working class, prevent it from seeing its enem-
ies, 1ull it with boastful talk about the weakness
of our enemies, undermine its readiness for
action.

We must not allow ourselves to be reassured
by the fact that we have a million members in our
Party, twomillioninthe Young Communist Lea-
gue and ten million in the trade unions, and be-
lieve that this is all that is required for com-
plete victory over our enemies. That is not true,
comrades. History tellsus that some of the big-
gestarmies perished because they grew conceited,
had too much faith intheir own strength, paid too
little heed to the strength of their enemies, gave
themselves over to somnolence, lost their read-
iness for action, and at a critical moment were
caught unawares. s

The biggest party may be caught unawares, the
biggest party may perish, it it does not learn
the lessons of history and does not work day in
and day out to forge the readiness for action of
its class.To be caught unawares is a most dan-
gerous thing, comrades. To be caught unawares
is to fall prey to '"surprises,' to panic in face
of the enemy. And panic leads to break-down,
to defeat, to destruction.

I could give you many examples from the hist-
ory of our armies during the civil war, exam-
ples of small detachments routing big military

formations when the latter were Jacking inread- -
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iness for action. I could tell you how in 1920
three cavalry divisions, with a total of not less
than 5,000 cavalrymen, were routed and put to
disorderly flight by single infantry battalion just

* because they, the cavalry divisions, were caught

unawares and succumbed to panic in face of an
enemy about whom they knew nothing, and whowas
extremely weak mimerically and could have been
shattered at one blow if these divisions had not
been in a state of somnolence, and then of panic
and confusion.

The same must be said of our Party, our Young

.Communist League, our trade unions, our forces

in general. It is not true that we no longer have
class enemies, that they have been smashed and
eliminated. No, comrades, our class enemies
still exist. They not only exist, they are grow-
ing and trying to take action against the Soviet
Government.

That was shown by put procurement difficult-
ies last winter, when the capitalist elements in
the countryside tried to sabotage the policy of
the Soviet Government.

It was shown by the Shakhty affair, which was
the expression of a joint attack on the Soviet
regime launched by international capital and the
bourgeoisie in our country.

It is shown by numerous facts in the sphere of
home and foreign policy, facts which are known
to you and which there is no need to dwell on
here.

To keep silent about these enemies of the work-
ing class would be wrong. To underrate the
strenght of the class enemies of the working
class would be criminal. To keep silent about
all this would be particularly wrong now, in the
period of our peaceful development, when there
is a certain favourable soil for the theory of
somnolence and of things going '"of their own
accord,” which undermines the readiness for
action of the working class.

The procﬁrement crisisand the Shakhty affair
were of tremendous educational value, because
they shook up all our organisations, discredited
the theory of things going "of their own accord,"
and once more stressed the existence of class

_enemies, showing that they are alive, and not




dozing, and that inorder to combat them we must
enhance the strength of the working class, its
vigilance, its revolutionary spirit, its readiness
for action.

From this follows the immediate task of the
Party, the political line of its day-to-day work:
to enhance the readiness of the working class
for action against its class enemies.

It must be said that this Y.C.L. congress,
and especially Komsomolskaya Pravda, have
now come closer than ever before to this task.
You know that the importance of this task is be-
ing stressed by speakers here and by articles in
. Komsomolskaya Pravda. That is very good, com-
rades.It is necessary only that this task should not
be regarded as a temporary and transient one, for
the task of enhancing the readiness of the pro-
letariat for action is one that must imbue all our
work so long as there are classes inour country
and so long as capitalist encirclement exists.

II
ORGANISE MASS CRITICISM FROM BE LOW

The second question concerns the taskof com-
bating bureaucracy,of organising mass criticism
of our shortcomings, of organising mass control
from below.

Bureaucracy is one of the worst enemies of
our progress. It exists in all our organisations
- Party, Y.C.L., trade-union and economic .
When people talk of bureaucrats, they usually
point to the old non-Party officials, whoas a rule
are depicted in our cartoons as men wearing
spectacles. (Laughter.) That is not quite true,
comrades. If it were only a question of the old
bureaucrats, the fight against bureaucracy would
be very easy. The troubleis that it is not a mat-
ter of the old bureaucrats. It is a matter of the
new bureaucrats, bureaucrats who sympathise
with the Soviet Government, and finally, com-
munist bureaucrats. The communist bureaucrat
is the most dangerous type of bureaucrat. Why ?
Because he masks hisbureaucracy with the title
of Party member. And, unfortunately, we have
quite a number of such communist bureaucrats.

Take our Party organisations. You have no
doubt read about the Smolensk affair, the Art-
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yomovsk affair and so on. What do you think,
were they matters of chance? What is the ex-
planation of these shameful instances of corrup-

. tion and moral deterioration in certain of our

Party organisations? The fact that Party mon-
opoly was carried to absurd lengths, that the
voice of the rank and filewas stifled, that inner-
Party democracy was abolished and bureaucracy
became rife. How is this evil to be combated ?
I think that there is not and cannot be any other
way of combating this evil than by organising
control frombelow by the Party masses, by im-

planting inner-Party democracy.What objection
‘can there be to rousing the fury of the mass of

the Party membership against these corrupt
elements and giving it the opportunity to send
such elements packing? Therecan hardly be any
objection to that. '

Or take the Young Communist League, for in-
stance. You will not deny, of course, that here
and there inthe Young Communist League there
areutterly corrupt elements against whom it is

_ absolutely essential towage aruthless struggle.

But let us leaveaside the corrupt elements. Let
us take the latest factof anunprincipled struggle
waged by groups within the Young Communist
League around personalities, a struggle which
is poisoning the atmosphere in the Young Com=
munist League. Why is it that you can find as
many '"Kosarevites' and "Sobolevites' as you
like in the Young Communist League, while
Marxists have to be looked for with a candle ?
What does this indicate, if not that a process of
bureaucratic petrification is taking place in cert=
ain sections of the Y.C.L. top leadership?

And the trade unions ?, Who will deny that in
the trade unions thereis bureaucracy in plenty ?
We have production conferences in the factories.
We have temporary control commissions in the
trade unions. It is the task of these organisations
to rouse the masses, to bring our shortcomings
to light and to indicate ways and means of im-
proving our constructive work. Why are these
organisations not developing? Why are they not
seething with activity? Is ik not obvious that it
is bureaucracy in the trade unions, coupled with
in the Party organisations, that is preventing
these highly important organisations of the work-
ing class from developing?

Lastly, our economic organisation. Who will
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deny that our economic bodies suffer from bur—
eaucracy ? Take the Shakhty affair as an illust-
ration. Does not the Shakhty affair indicate that
our economic bodies are not speeding ahead, but
crawling, dragging their feet ?

How are we toput anend to bureaucracy in all
these organisations ?

There is only one sole way of doing this, and
“ that is to organise control from below, to or-
ganise criticism of the bureaucracy in our in-
stitutions, of their shortcomings and their mis-
takes, by the vast masses of the working class.

I know that by rousing the fury of the masses
of the working people against the bureaucratic
distortions in our organisations, we sometimes
havetotread onthe toes of some of our comrades
who have past service to their credit, but who
are now suffering from the disease of bureau-
cracy.But ought this to stop our work of organ-
ising control from below? I think that it ought
not and must not. For their past services we
should take off our hats to them, but for their
present blunders and bureaucracy it would be
quite in order togive them agood drubbing.How
else? Why not do this is the interests of the
work demand it ?

There is talk of criticism from above, crit-
icism by the Workers' and Peasants' Inspection,
by the Central Committee of our Party and so
on. That, of course, is all very good. But it is
still far from enough. More, it is by no means
the chief thing now. The chief thing now is to
starta broad tide of criticism from below against
bureaucracy in general, against shortcomings in
our work in particular.Only be organising two-
fold pressure - from above and from below - and
only by shifting the principal stress tocriticism
from below, can we count on waging a success-
ful struggle against bureaucracy and on rooting
it out.

It wouldbe a mistake to think that only the lead-
ers possess experience in constructive work.
That is not true, comrades. The vast masses of
the workers who are engaged in building our in-
dustry are day by day accumulating vast exper-
ience in construction, experience which is not
a whit lessvaluable tous then the experience of
the leaders.Mass criticism from/ below, control

from below, is needed by us in order that, among
other things, this experience of the vast masses
should not be wasted, but be reckoned with and
translated into practice.

From this follows the immediate task of the
Party: to wage a ruthless struggle against bur-
eaucracy, to organise mass criticism from be-
low, and to take this criticism into account when
adopting practical decisions for eliminating our

shortcomings.

It cannot be said that the Young Communist

League, and especially Komsomolskaya Pravda,

have not appreciated the importance of this task.
The shortcoming here is that often the fulfilment
of this task is not carried our completely. And
in order to carry it out completely, it is neces-
sary to give heed not only to criticism, but also
to the results of criticism, to the improvements
that are introduced as a result of criticism,

III

THE YOUTH MUST MASTER SCIENCE

The third task concerns the question of or-
ganising new cadres for socialist construction.

Before us, comrades, lies the gigantic task of
reconstructing our entire national economy. In
the sphere of agriculture, we must lay the found-
ation of large-scale, united, socially-conducted
farming. You no doubt know from Comrade
Molotov's manifesto published today that the
Soviet Government is tackling the very formid-
able task of uniting the small, scattered peasant
farms into collective farms and creating new
large state farms for grain production. Unless
these tasks are accomplished, substantial and
rapid progress will be impossible.

Whereas in industry the Soviet regime rests
upon the largest-scale and most highly concen-
trated form of production, in agriculture it rests
upon the most scattered and small-scale peasant
economy, which is of a semi-commodity char-
acter and yields a far smaller surplus of mark-
etable grain than the pre-war economy, despite
the fact that the crop areas have reached pre-
war levels. That is the basis for all sortsof
difficulties that may arise in the sphere of grain
procurements in future. In order to extricate
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ourselves from this situation, we must gseriously
set about organising large-scale socially-con~
ducted productionin agriculture.But in order to
organise large-scale farming, we must have a
knowledge of agricultural science.Hence the task
of training new young cadres of builders of a new,
socially-conducted agriculture.

In the sphere of industry the situation is much
better. But, here, too, lack of new cadres of
builders is retarding our progress.It suffices to
recall the Shakhty affair to realise how acute
the problem is of trainingnew cadres of builders
of socialist industry. Of course, we have old
experts in the building of industry. But, firstly,
there are very few of them, secondly, not all of
them want to build a new industry, thirdly, many
of them do not understand the new construction
tasks, and fourthly, a large proportion of them
are already old and are going out of commission.
In order to advance matters, we must train at a
high speed new cadres of experts, drawn from
the working class, the Communists and mem=-
bers of the Young Communist League.

We have plenty of people who are willing to
build and to direct the work of construction both
inagriculture and in industry. But we have scan-
dalously few people who know how to build and
direct. On the contrary, our ignorance in this
sphere is abysmal. More, there are people a-
mong us who are prepared to extol our lack of
knowledge. If you are illiterate or cannot write
grammatically and are proud of your backward-
ness - you are a worker "at the bench,'" you
deserve honour and respect. But if you have
climbed out of your ignorance, have learned to
read and write and have mastered science - you
are an alien element who has "brokenaway" from
the masses, you have ceased to be a worker.

I consider that we shall not advance a single
step until we root out this barbarism and boor-
ishness, this barbaric attitude towards science
and men of culture. The working class cannot
become the real master of the country if it does
1ot succeed in overcoming its lack of culture, if
it does not succeed in creating its own intelligent—
sia, if it does not master science and learn to
administer economy on scientific lines.

It must be realised, comrades, that the con-

" ditions of the struggle today are/not what they
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were at the time of the civil war.At the time of
the civil war it was possible to capture enemy
positions by dash, courage, daring, by cavalry
agsaults. Today, in the conditions of peaceful
economic construction, cavalry assaults can only
do harm.Courage and daring are needed now as
much as before. But courage and daring alone
will not carry us very far. In order to beat the
enemy now, we must know how to build industry,
agriculture, transport, trade; we must abandon
the haughty and supercilious attitude towards
trade.

In order to build, we must have knowledge,

'mastery of science.Andknowledge entails study .

We must study perseveringly and patiently. We
must learn from everyone, both from our enem-
jes and from our friends, especially from our
enemies. We must clench our teeth and study,
not fearing that our enemies may laughat us, at
our ignorance, at our backwardness.

Before us stands a fortress. That fortress is
called science, with its numerous branches of
knowledge . We must capture that fortress at all
costs. It is our youth who must capture that for-
tress, if they want to be builders of the new life,
if they want to be real successors of the old guard.

We eannot now confine ourselves to training
communist cadres i_n_g_gneral,Bolshevik cadres
in general, people who are able to prattle a little
about everything. Dilettantism and the know-all
attitude are now shackles on our feet. We now
need Bolshevik experts in metallurgy, textiles,
feul, chemistry, agriculture, transport, trade,
accountancy, and so on and So forth. We now
need whole groups, hundreds and thousands of
new Bolshevik cadres capable of becoming mast-
ers of their subject in the most diverse branches
of knowledge. Failing this, it is useless to think
of any swift rate of gocialist construction in our
country. Failing this, it is useless to think that
we can overtake and outstrip the advanced capi-
talist countries.

We must master science, we must train new
cadres of Bolshevik experts in all branches of
knowledge, we must study, study and study most
perseveringly. That is the task now.

A mass campaign of the revolutionary youth
for science - that is whatwe need now, comrades.
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the successes and setbacks of the international
revolutionary movement. Young Communist
Leaguers must learn to regard our revolution
not as an end in itself, but as a means and an
aid towards the victory of the proletarian re-
volution in all countries.

Formally, the Young Communist League isa
non-Party organisation. But it is at the same
time a communist organisation. This means
that, while being formally a non-Party organ-
isation of workers andpeasants, the Young Com-
munist League must, nevertheless, work under
the leadership of our Party. The task is to en-
sure that the youth has confidence in our Party,
to ensure our party's leadership in the Young
Communist league. The Young Com munist
Leaguer must remember that ensuring the Par-
ty's leadership is the chief and most important
thing in the entire work of the Young Communist
League. The Young Communist Leaguer must
remember that without theleadership the Young
Communist League will be unable to fulfill its
main task, namely, that of educating the young

- workers and peasants in the spirit of the pro-

letarian dictatorship and of communism.
I

How should the question of the growth of the
Young Communist League be presented at the
present time: should it continue, in the main,
the policy of drawing all the young workers, a-
gricultural labourers and poor peasants and the
best of the young middle peasants into its ‘ranks,
or should it concentrate attention mainly on hold~
ing and educating the mass of the youth already
in the League?

~ Itis wrong to say: either - or. Bothmust be
done. As far as possible, all theyoung workers
and the best elements of the young poor and mid-
dle peasants must be drawn into the League. At
the same ‘time, attention must be concentrated
on the education of the new members by the
Young Communist League active. The most im~
portant immediate task of the young Communist
League is to strengthen its proletarian core.
The carryingout of this task will bea guarantee
that the Young Communist League will proceed
along the right road. But the Young Communist
League is not only a young workers' organization.
It is a young workers' andpeas antsf organization.

8

Therefore, in addition to strengthening its pro-
letarian core, it must work to recruit the best
elements of the peasant youth, it must work to
ensure a firm alliance between the proletarian
core and the peasant section of the League. If
that isnot done, leadership of the young peasants
in the League by the proletarian core will be

impossible.

v

Some Gubernia Committees of the Russian
Leninist Young Communist League, taking as
example the women's delegate meetings, have
begun to organise delegate meetings of young
non-Party peasants, attended by permanent del-
egates. The function of those meetings is to form
a young peasant, mainly middle peasant, active,
under the leadership of the Young Communist
League.Is that standpoint correct? Doesnot this
harbour the danger of those delegate meetings
degenerating info a sort of non-Party peasant
youth league, whith may set themselves up a-
gainst our Young Communist League?

In my opinion that standpoint is incorrect.
Why ? For the following reasons.

Firstly, there is concealed here a fear of the
middle peasant, a desire to keep the young mid-
dle peasants at a distance, an attempt to wash
one's hands of them. Is that a proper desire ?
Of course not.We must not keep the young mid-
dle peasants at a distance; on the contrary, we
must draw them closer to us, draw them closer
to the Young Communist League. Only in this
way will it be possible in imbue the young mid-
dle peasants with confidence in the proletarian
core of the Young Communist League, with con-
fidence in our Party.

Secondly, there is no doubt that, under present
circumstances, whenall sections of the peasan-
try are becoming more active, special delegate
meetings of young middle peasants convened by
the Young Communist League will inevitably be
transformed into a separate middle -peasant
youth league. This separate league will by force
of necessity be compelled toset itself up against
the existing youth league and its leader, the
R.C.P.(B.); itwill draw towards itself the pea-

" gant section of the Young Communist League

and thereby create the danger of the League split-
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tice possible under present conditions, when the

active of the Young Communist League is so
overworked? Yes, it is. It is difficult, that goes
without saying; but it is quite possible, since it
is 80 necessary, since agemiine Leninist active
in the Young Communist League cannot be creat-
ed without it. We must not behave like weaklings
who run away from difficulties and look for easy
work. Difficulties exist to be combated and over-
come. The' Bolsheviks would certainly have
perished intheir strugglé agwins}: capitalism had
they not learned fo overcome difficulties. The

Communist League if it were daunted by difficult-
ies. The active of the Young Communist Leagu®
has undertaken a great task. Therefore, it must
find the strength to overcome all difficulties in

" the path to the goal.

The patient and persevering study of Leninism -
such is the path the active of the Young Comimun-

. ist League must travel if it really wants fo ed-

ucate the millions of young people in the spirit
of _the proletarian rev_olution.

The editorial statement of the newspaper Stu-

' dent, which, ifweare not mistaken, was firstpub-

{ished in No. 4 (28) of Osvobozhdeniye, and
which was al_so-reéeﬂmdwlhmlakra, is indicative
in our opinion of a considerablel@gdvance in the

editors' views since the appearance of ithey first
issue of Student.Mr. Struve was -not mistaken

when he hastened to express his disagreement
with the views set forth in the statement:those
views do indeed differ radically from the trend
of opportunism 80 consigtently and zealously
maintained by the bourgeois-liberal oigan,By
recognising that "revolutionary gentiment alone
cannot bring about ideological unity among the
. students", that ""this requires a gocialist ideal
based upon one or another socialist world out-
look" and, moreover, "'a definite / and integral"

oﬁﬂook,"che editors of Student have broken il

principle with ideological indifference and theor.

retical opportunism, and have put the questiol
-of the way to revolutionise ‘the students on!
- proper footing..
b Rt i R .
53 True, from the current standpoint of vulgad
revolutionism', the acheivement of ideologict

unity among the students does not require an iﬂ: |
- tegral world outlook, but rather precludes it

involving a "tolerant! attitude towards the vari
bus kinds of revolutionary ideas and abstentid

from positive commitment to some one definil !
set of ideas;in short, in the opinion of these pol !
iticdl wigeaeres, ideological unity presupposes ¢

» ceptain latkiof ideological principles (more (

+1ep# skilfully tiisguiae&,.}of course,by hackneyé ¥
L Y SRR -
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formulas about breadth of views, the importance
of unity at all costs and immediately, and so on
and so forth).A rather plausible and, at first
glance, convincing argument always produced in
support of this line of reasoning is to point to the
generally known and incontrovertible fact that
among the students there are, and are bound to
be, groups differing greatly in their political and
social views, and to declarethat the demand for
an integral and definite world outlook would
therefore inevitably repel some of these groups
and, consequently, hinder unity,produce dissensin
instead of concerted action,andhence weaken the
power of the commonpolitical onslaught, and so
on and so forth, without end.

7 Let us examine this plausible argument. Letus
take, for example, the division of students into
groups given in No.l of Student. Inthis first issue
the editors did not yet advance the demand for a
definite and integral world outlook, and it would
therefore be difficult to suspect them of a lean-
ing towards Social-Democratic "nmarrowness'.
The editorial in the first issue of Student dis-
tinguishes four major groups among the present-
day students: 1) the indifferent crowd - ''persons
completely indifferent to the student movement'';
?) the ""academics' - those who favour student
novements of an exclusively academic type;
}) "opponents of student movements ingeneral -
tationalists, anti-Semites, etc.'; and 4) the
'politically minded' - those whobelieve in fight-
Ing for the overthrow of tsarist despotism. ""This
froup, in turn, consists of two antithetical
tlements - those belonging to the purely bour-
teois political opposition with a revolutionary
endency, and those who belong to the newly em-
irged [only newly emerged? - N. Lenin] social-
istically minded revolutionary intellectual
)roletariat.' Seeing that the latter subgroup is
livided in its turn, as we all know, into Socialist-
Revolutionary students and Social-Democratic
tudents, we find that there are among the
)resent-day students six political groups: react-
lonaries, - indifferents, academics, liberals,
Jocialist-Revolutionaries andSocial-Democrats.

- The question arises: is this perhaps an ac-
tidental grouping, a temporary alignment of
tiews ? That question has only to be raised for
inyone at all acquainted with the matterto answer
t in the negative. And, indeed, there could not

Je any other grouping among our,/studants, be~

a

_cause they are the most responsive section of

the intelligentsia, and the intelligentsia are so
called just because they most consciously, most
resolutely and most accurately reflect and ex-
press the development of class interests and
political groupings in socie‘cy‘I as a whole. The
studerits would not be what they are if their pol-
itical grouping didnot correspond to the political
grouping of society as a whole - "correspond"

not in the sense of the student groups and the

social groups being’ absolutely proportionate in
strength and numbers, but in the sense of the
necessary and inevitable existence among the
students of the same groups as in society. And
Russian society as a whole, with its (relatively)
embryonic development of class antagonisms,
its political virginity, and thecrushed and down-
trodden condition of the vast, overwhelming
majority of the population under the rule of
police despotism, is characterised by precisely

. these six groups, namely: reactionaries, in-

differents, uplifters, liberals, Socialist -

Revolutionaries and Social Democrats. For
"academics' I have here substituted "uplifters",

i.e., believers in law=abiding progress without
apolitical struggle,progressunder the autocracy.
Such uplifters are to be found in all sections of
Russian society: and everywhere, like the student
"academics', they confine themselves to the
narrow range of professional interests, the im-
provement of their particular branches of the
national economy or of state and local adminis-
tration;everywhere they fearfullyshun "politics')
making no distinction (as the academics make
none) between the 'politically minded" of dif-

ferent trends, and implying by the term politics
everything that concerns ... the form of gov-
ernment. The uplifters have always constituted,
and still constitute, the broad foundation of our
liberalism: in "'peaceful" times (i.e., trans-
lated into ""Russian'i in times of political react-
ion) the concepts uplifter and liberal become
practically synonymous; and even in times of
war, times of rising public feeling, times of
mounting onslaught on the autocracy, the dis-
tinction betweenthem often remains vague. The
Russian liberal, even when he comes out in a
free foreign publication with a direct and open
protest against the autocracy, never ceases to
feel thathe is an uplifter first and foremost, and
every now and again he will start talking like a
slave, or, if you prefer, like a law=-abiding,
loyal and dutiful subject - vide Osvobozhdeniye ...
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The absence of a definite and clearly discern-
ible border-line between uplifters and liberals
is a general characteristic of the whole pol-

*itical grouping in Russian society. We might be

told that the above division into gix groups is
incorrect because it does not correspond to the
class division of Russian society. But such an
objection wouldbe unfounded. The class division
is, of course, the ultimate basis of the political
grouping; in the final analysis, of course, it al-
ways determines that grouping. But this ultimate
basis becomes revealed only in the process of
historical developmentandas the consciousness
of theparticipantsin and makers of thatprocess
grows. This "final analysis' is arrived at only
by political struggle, sometimes a long, stubborn
struggle lasting years and decades, at times
breaking out stormily in the form of political
crises, at others dying down and, as it were,
coming temporarily to a standstill. Not for no-
thing is it that in Germany, for example, where

"thepolitical struggle assumes particularly acute

forms and where the progressive class - the

- proletariat - is particularly class—-conscious,
 there still exist suchparties (and powerful par-

ties at that) as the Centre, whose denominational

banner serves to conceal its heterogeneous (but

on the whole decidedly anti-proletariam) class
nature. The less reason is there tobe surprised
that the class origin of the present-day political

' groups in Russia is strongly overshadowed by "

the politically disfranchised condition of the
people as a whole, by the domination over them -
of a remarkably well organised, ideologically. .
united and traditionally exclusive bureaucracy.

What is surprising, rather, is that Russia's

‘development along European capitalist lines

should already, despite her Asiatic political
gystem, have made so strong a mark on the
political grouping of society. '

In our country, too, the industrial proletariat,
theprogressive class of every capitalist country,
has already entered on the path of a mass,
organised movement led by Social-Democracy,
under the banner of a programme which has
long since become the programme of the class-
conscious proletariat of the whole world. The
category of people who are indifferent topolitics

is of course incomparably larger in Russia than

in any European country, but even in Russia one
canno longer speak of the primitive andprimeval
virginity of this category: the indifference of the
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' pearance inour country. The formation of a real

nochintsy intellectuals,

non-class—conscious workers - and partly of the
peasants, too - is giving place more and more
often to outbursts of political unrest and active
protest, which clearly demonstrate that this in-
difference has nothing in common with the in-
difference of the well-fed bourgeois and petty
bourgeois. This latter class, which is partic-
ularly numerous in Russia owing to her still
relatively small degree of capitalist develop-
ment, is already unquestionably beginning, on
the one hand, to produce some conscious and
consistent reactionaries; but on the other hand,
and immeasurably more often, it is still little
to be distinguished from the mass of ignorant
and downtrodden "toiling folk" and draws its
ideologues from among the large group of raz-
with their absolutely
unsettled world outlook and unconscious jumble
of democratic and primitive-socialist ideas. It
isjust this ideology that is characteristic of the
old Russian intelligentsia, both of the Right wing
of its liberal-Narodnik section and of the most
Leftward wing: the ngocialist-Revolutionaries''.

1 said the "old'"" Russian intelligentsia. For a
new intelligentsia whose liberalism has almost
entirely sloughed off primitive Narodism and
vague socialism (not without the help of Russian
Marxism, of course), is already malcing-its ap-

bourgeois~libera1 intelligentsia is proceeding
in Russia with giant gtrides, especially owing
to the participation in this process of people s0
nimble andre sponsive to every opportunist vogue
as Messrs. Struve, Berdyaev, Bulgakov & Co. |
As regards, lastly, thoseliberal and reactionary
elements of Russian society who donot belong to .
the intelligentsia, their comnection with the class|
interests of one or another group of our bourgeoi= ‘
sie or landowners is clear enough to anyone at all
acquainted, say, with the activities of our Zem=
stovs, Dumas, stock-exchange committees, fair
committees, etc.

And so, we have arrivedatthe indubitable con
clusion that the political grouping of our student
is not accidental, but is bound to be such as W
have depicted above, in concurrence with th
first issue of Student. Having established tha
fact, we can easily cope with the controversia
question of what, actually, should be.understood |




achieving ideological unity among
students, ""revolutionising" the students, and
on. It even seems very strange at first glance
L 80 simple a question should have proved
troversial. If the political grouping of the
dents corresponds to the political grouping
Ssociety, does it not follow of
1f that "achieving ideological unity"among
students can mean only one of two things:
er winning over the largest possible number
itudents to a quite definite set of social and
tical ideas, or establishing the closest pos-—
e bondbetween the students of a definite po-
2l group and the members of that. group out-
the student body. Is it not seif-evident that
can speak of revolutionising the students
havind inmind a perfectly definite content
character of this revolutionising process ?
1e Social-Democrat, for example, it means

ly, spreading Social-Democratideas among °

students and combating ideas which, though
d ""Socialist-Revolutionary", have nothing
ommon with revolutionary socialism; and,

ndly, endeavouring to broaden every dem-
tic student movement, the academic kind
ded, and make it more conscious and deter--
d.

w 80 clear and simple a question was con-
land rendered controversial is avery inter-
g and very characteristic story. A contro-
y arose between Revolutsionnaya Rossiya
. 13 and 17) and Iskra (Nos. 31 and 35) over
'Open Letter' of the Kiev Joint Council of
d Fraternities and Student Organisations
tedin Revolutsionnaya Rossiya, No. 13, and
dent, No. l). TheKiev Joint Council char-"
ised as "narrow' the decision of the Sec-
All-Russian Student Congress of 1902 that
nt organisations should maintain relations
the committees ot the RussianSocial-Dem-
ic Labour Party; and the quite obvious fact
a certain section of the students in certain
ities sympathise with the '"Socialist-Revo-~
lary Party" was nicely covered up by the
"Impartial" and very unsound argument

the students as suchcannot associate them-
s intheir entirety with either the Socialist-
utionary Party of the Social-Democratic
"', Iskra pointed to the unsoundness of this
ment, but Revolutsionnaya Rossiya,
irse, flew to arms in its defense, calling
kra-ists ""fanatics for divisions and splits"

and accusing them of "tactlessness" and lack of
political maturity.

After what has been said above, the absurdity
of such an argument is only too apparent. The
question at issue isthe particular political role
the students should play.And, don't you see, you
must first shut your eyes to the fact that the
students are not cutoff from the rest of society
and therefore always and inevitably reflect the
political grouping of society as a whole, and then,
with eyes thus shut, proceed to chatter about the
students as such, or the students in general. The
conclusion arrived at is ... the harmfulness of
diviBions and splits resulting from association
with a particular political party. It is clear as
daylight that inorderto carry this curious arg-

ument to its conclusion, the arguer had to leap.

from the political plane to the occupational or
educational plane. And it is just such a flying
leap that Revolutsionnaya Rossiya makes in the
article "The Students and Revolution' (No.17),
talking, firstly, about general student interests
and the general student struggle and, sSecondly,
about the educational aims of the students, the
task of training themselves for future social
activity and developing into conscious political
fighters. Both these points are very just - but
they have nothing to do with the case and only
confuse the issue. The question under discussion
is political activity, which by its very nature is

connected inseparably with the struggle of parties

and inevitably involves the choice of one definite
party. How, then, can one evade this choice on
the grounds that all political activity requires
very serious scientific training, the ""develop-
ment' of firm convictions, or that no political
work can be confined to circles of politically
minded people of a particular trend, but must be
directed to ever broader sections of the pop-
ulation, must link up with the occupational
interests of every section, must unite the oc-
cupational movement with the political movement

and raise the former to the level of the latter? ? -

Why, the very fact that people have to resort to
such devices in order to defend their position
shows how sadly they themselves are wanting
both in definite scientific convictions and in a
firm political linel From whatever side you
approach the matter, you find fresh confirmation
of the ‘old truth which the Social-Democrats have
long propounded in condemning the efforts of the
Socialist-Revolutionaries to balance themselves
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_ as regards both scientific theory andpractical
politics - between Marxism, West-European
naritical" opportunism and Russian petty=-
bourgeois Narodism.

Indeed, imagine a state of things where political
relations are at all developed and see how our
ngontroversial question looks in practice.
Suppose there is a clerical party, aliberal party
anda Social-Democratparty . In certainlocalities
they function among certain sections of the
students, letus say, and, perhaps, of the working
class. They try to win over as many as possible
of the influential representatives of both. It i8
conceivable that they would object to these rep~
resentatives choosing one definite party on the
grounds that there are certain general educa-
tional and occupational jnterests common to all
the students and 1o the entire working class ? That
would be like disputing the fact thatparties must

contend on the grounds that the art of printing
isuseful to allparties without distinction. There
is no party in the civilized countries that does
not realise the tremendous value of the widest
and most firmly established educ ational and
trade unions; but each seeks tohave its own in-
fluence and dominate inthem.Who does not know
that talkabout this or that institution being non-
partisan is generally nothing but the humbug of
the ruling classes, who want to gloss over the fact
that existing jnstitutions are already imbued, in
ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, with a very
definite political spirit? Yet what our Socialist-
Revolutionaries do. is, in effect, to sing dithy-
rambs to "mon-partis anship" . Take, for example,
the following moving tirade in Revolutsionnaya
Rossiya No.17): wWhat short-sighted tactics it
is when a revolutionary organisation is deter—
mined to regard every other independent, non-=
subordinate organisation as a competitor that
must bedestroyed and intowhose ranks division,
disunity, and disorganisation must at all costs
be introduced!' This was said in reference to
the 1896 appeal of the Moscow Social-Democratic
organisation, which reproached the students for
having in recent years withdrawninto the narrow
confines of their university interests, andwhich

Revolutsionnaya Rossiya admonished, Wsayingi

that the existence of student organisations never
prevented those who had nerystallised as re=
volutionaries' from devoting their energies to
the workers' cause. /

Just see how much confusion there is here.

. Competitionis possible (and inevitable) only be=

tween a political organisation and another pol-
itical organisation, a political tendency and an-=
other political tendency. There can be no com=
petitionbetween 2 mutual aid society and a rev-
olutionary circle; and when Revolutsionnaya

Rossiya ascribes tothe latter the determination

to destroy the former, it is talking sheer none-=
gense. But if in this same mutual aid society
there develops & certain political tendency - not
to aid revolutionaries, for instance, or to ex=
clude illegal books fromthe library - then every
honest tpolitically minded" person is in duty

. bound to compete withit and combat it outright.

If there are people who' confine the circles to
narrow university interests(and there undoubt ~

edly are such people, and in 1896 there were
far more!), then a struggle between them and
the advocates of broadening, not narrowing, the
interests is similarly imper ative and obligatory.
And, mind you, in the open letter of ‘the Kiev
Council, which evoked the controversy between
_ggvolutsiomlaya Rossiya and Iskra, the que stion
was of achoicenot between student organisations
and revolutionary organisations, but between
revolutionary organisations of different trends.
Consequently, it i8 people already “erystauised
as revolutionaries" that have begun to choose,
while our "Socialist—Revolutionaries" are drag-
ging them back, on the pretext that competition
between a revolutionary organisation and a
purely student organisation is short-sighted. .-

That is really too senseless, gentlemen!

The revolutionary section of the students begin
to choose between two revolutionary parties, and
are treated tothis lecture: "It was not by impos-—
ing a definite (indefiniteness is ‘preferable, of
course. . .) party 1abel (a label to some; a ban-
ner to others), it was not by violating the intel-
lectual conscience of their fellow-students (the
entire bourgeois press of all countries always
attributes the growth of §ocial-Democracy to
ringleaders and trouble - makers violating the
conscience of their peaceable fellows. . .) that
this influence was achieved", i.€., the influence
of the socialist section of the students over the
rest. Assuredly, every honest-minded student
will know what to think of this charge against the
gocialists of n"imposing" labels and "violating
consciences". And these spineless, flabby and

.




rincipled utterances are made in Russia,
re ideas of party organisation, of party con-
ency and honour, of the party banner are
. 80 immeasurably weak!

r "Socialist-Revolutionaries' hold up as an
nple tothe revolutionary students the earlier
ent congresses, which proclaimed their
idarity with the general political movem ent,
ing quite aside the factional dissentions in
revolutionary camp''. What is this "general
lical" movement? The socialist movement
the liberal movement. Leaving that distinc-
aside means siding with the movement im-
iately nearest, thatis, the liberal movement.
it is the 'Socialist-Revolutionaries' who
 doing that! People who call themselves a
rate party urge dissociation from party
ggle! Does not this showthat that party can-
convey its political wares under its ownco-
s and is obliged to resort to contraband? Is
t clear that that party lacks any definite
rammatic basis of its own? That we shall
 5ee.

—————

e errorsin the "Socialist-Revolutionaries"
ments about the students and revolution can-
e attributed merely to the lack of logic that
wve tried to demonstrate above. In a certain
e it is the other way round: the illogicality
eir arguments follows from their basic er-
As a "party" they from thefirst adopted so
ently contradictory, so slippery a stand
people who were quite honest and quite cap-
of political thinking could not maintain it
ut constantly wobbling and falling. It should
ys be remembered that the Social-Demo-

s do not ascribe the harm done by the ""Social-
evolutionaries' to the socialist cause to
us mistakes on the part of individual wri-
or leaders. On the contrary, they regard
iese mistakes asthe inevitable consequence
'alse programme and political position. In
tter like the student question this falsity is
cularly apparent and the contradiction be-
1 a bourgeois-democratic viewpoint and a
lled covering of revolutionary socialism
nes manifest. Indeed, examine the train of
ht in Revolutsionnaya Rossiya's program-
> article "The Students and Revolution'.
uthor's main emphasis is on the "unselfish-
and purity of aims", the "fox;c/:e of idealistic’

25

/

motives' of the "youth". It is here that he seeks
the explanation of their "innovatory' political
strivings, and not in the actual conditions of so-
cial Ufe in Russia, which, on the one hand, pro-
duce an irreconcilable antagonism between the
autocracy andvery broad and very heterogeneous
sections of the population and, onthe other, ren-
der (soon we shall have to be saying: rendered)
extremely difficult any manifestation of political
discontent except through the universities.

The author then turns his guns on the attempts
of the Social-Democrats toreact consciously to
the existence of different political groups among
the students, to bring about closer unity of like
political groups and to separate the politically
unlike. It is not that he criticises as incorrect
any of these attempts in particular - it would be
absurd to maintain that all of them were always
wholly successful. No, he is a stranger to the
very idea that different class interests are bound
to be reflected in the political grouping too, that
the students cannot be an exception to society as
awhole, however unselfish, pure, idealistic, etc.,
they may be, and that the task of the socialist is
not to gloss over this difference but, on the con-
trary, to explain it as widely as possible and to
embody it in a political organisation. The author
views things from the idealist standpoint of a
bourgeois democrat, not the materialist stand-
point of a Social-Democrat.

He is therefore not ashamed to issue and reit-
erate the appeal to the revolutionary students to
adheretothe ""general political movement.'" The
main thing for him is precisely the general pol-
itical, i.e., the general democratic movement,
whichmust be united. This unity must not be im-
paired by the "purely revolutionary circles, "
which must align themselves ''parallel to the
general student organisation." From the stand-
point of the interests of this broad and united
democratic movement, it would be criminal, of
course, to "impose'' party labels and to violate
the intellectual conscience of your fellows. This
was just the view of the bourgeois democrats in
1848, when attempts to point to the conflicting
class interests of the bourgeoisie and the pro-~
letariat evoded '"general" condemnation of the
"fanatics for divisions and splits.' And this too
is the view of the latest variety of bourgeois
democrats - the opportunists and revisionists,
who yearn for a great united democratic party

B




Mk St FTL_PT0 PN, . o

proceeding peaceably by way of reforms, the way
of class collaboration. They have always been,
and must necessarily be, opponents of "factional"
dissensions and supporters of the "general pol-
itical" movement.

As you see, the arguments of the Social-Rev-
olutionaries, which from the standpoint of asoc-
jalist are illogical and contradictory to the point
of absurdity, become quite understandable and

' consistent whenviewed from the standpoint of the

bourgeois democrat. That is because the Social~-
ist-Revolutionary Party is, actually, nothing but
4 subdivision of thebourgeois democrats, a sub-
division which in its composition is primarily

~ intellectual, inits standpoint is primarily petty-

bourgeois, and in its theoretical ideas eclectic-
ally combines latter-day opportunism with old-
time Narodism.

The best refutation of the bourgeois democrat's
phrases about unity is the course of politacal dev-
elopment and of the political struggle itself. And
in Russia the growthof the actual movement has
already led tothiskind of refutation. I am refer-
ring to the emergence of the "academics' as a
separate group among the students. As long as
there wasno real struggle, the academics did not
stand out from the "general student' mass, and
the "unity" of the whole "thinking section" of the
students appeared inviolable. But as soon as it.
came to action. the divergence of unlike elements
became inevitable.

The progress of the political movement and of
the direct onslaught on the autocracy was immed-
iately markedby greater definiteness of political

" grouping--despiteall the empty talk about uniting

anybody and everybody. That the separation of
the academics and the politacally minded is a big
step forward, hardly anyone, surely, will doubt.
But does this separation mean that the Social-
Democratic students will 1preak" with the aca-
demics ? Revolutsionnaya Rossiya thinks that it
does (see No. 17, p-3).

Rut it thinks so only because of the confusion
of ideas we have brought out above. A complete
demarcation of political trends in no wise sig-
nifies a "break-up' of the occupational and ed-
ucational unions. A Social-Democrat who sets
out to work among the students will unfailingly
endeaver to penetrate, either himself or through:

his agents. into the largest possible number of
the broadest possible "purely student' and educa-
cational circles; he will try to broaden the outlook
of those who demandonly academic freedom, and
to propagate precisely the Social - Democratic
programme among those who are still looking
for a programme.

To sum up. A certain section of the students
want to acquire a definite and integral socialist
world outlook. The ultimate aim of this prepar-
atory work canonly be--for students who want to
take practical part in the revolutionary move-
ment--the conscious and irrevocable choice of
one of the two trends that have now taken shape
among the revolutionaries. Whoever protests

reflect the political grouping of society as a whole,
and it is the duty of every socialist to strive for
the most conscious and consistent demarcation
of politically unlike groups. The Socialist-Rev-|
olutionary Party's appeal to the students to "prot
claim their solidarity with the general political
movementand leave quite aside the factional di~
gsensions in the revolutionary camp” is, essen
tially, an appeal to go back, from the socialist
to the bourgeois-democratic standpoint. This is
not surprising, for this nSocialist-Revolutionar]
Party'' isonlya subdivision of the bourgeois dem=-
ocrats in Russia. When the Social=-Democratic
student breaks with the revolutionaries and pol-|
itically minded people of all other trends, this|
by no means implies the break-up of the general
student and educational organisations. On th
contrary, only on the basis of a perfectly defin-
ite programme can and should one work amon
the widest student circlesto broaden their acad
emic outlook and to propagate scientific social
ism, i.e., Marxism.

P.S. In subsequent lettersI should liketodis
cuss with thereaders of Student the importanc
of Marxism in moulding an integral world outlooll]'
the differences between the principles and tactic
of the Social-Democratic Party and the Socialistt
Revolutionary Party, the problems of studet
organisation, and the relation of the students U
the working class generally.

|
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against such a choice on the plea of effecting i~
deological unity among the students, of revolu-
tionising them in general, and so forth is ob-
scuring socialist consciousness and is in actual
fact preaching absence of ideological principles.
The political grouping of the students cannotbut |
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PREPARATORY COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

(Cont. from pg. 4)
ception of the mass anti-imperialist rally on July 5th, and

(6) that the duties of the Preparatory Committee be:

a. to call the session of the Enlarged Preparatory Commiittee;

b. to look after all the aspects of the Congress;

c. to produce a monthly journa
order to publicise the Con
to the Congress;

d. to establish a Secretariat consisting of Chairman,
member-at-large; and '

©. to look after the total organisation of the anti-

Secretary & Treasurer, and

imperialist rally on July 5th, 1969.

The above resolution was unanimously passed.

WORLD REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH

HAILS THE FORMATION OF

Canadian Revolutionary Youth

Revolutionary Detachments that:

= 80 among the masses, into the places of work and the community,

= humbly and patiently learn fr

om the masses and resolutely stand
up for their interests,

~ wage mass democratic anti-imperialist struggles in the working

class and build a working class base and working class leader-
ship for the anti-imperialist struggle. :

ON-REVOLUTIONARY
E INTEGRATES HIM-
SANTS, THEN TODAY

EASES TO Do Sso OR
COMMON PEOPLE, THEN HE BE -

R A COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY. ‘
= Chairman Mao Tsetung -

[E IS A REVOLUTIONARY; OTHERWISE HE IS AN
R A COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY. IF TODAY H
ELF WITH THE MASSES OF WORKERS AND PEA
E IS A REVOLUTIONARY; IF TOMORROW HE C
URNS ROUND TO OPPRESS THE
OMES A NON-REVOLUTIONARY o
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World Revoluhonary Youth

ORGANISE I

Ralhes, Demonstra hons, Mass |
Democrahc Anh-lmpenahst Struggles

Agamsf U.S. lmpenahsm

ENEMY NUMBER ONE OF THE WORLD'S PEOPLE
INCLUDING THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. -

- JULY 4-6



