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and the estab lishm ent of the d ic ta to rsh ip  of the pro le ta ria t, the 
C om m unist Party o f Canada played a very im portan t role in s tru g 
g les fo r  un ion iza tion  o f unsk illed  w orke rs , the o rgan iza tion  of the  
unem p loyed  d u rin g  the  D epression , the  a n tip fa sc is t s trugg le , etc.

D espite  ce rta in  im portan t ta c tica l and organ iza tiona l e rro rs  — 
d ifficu lty  in co ns truc ting  the party on the basis of dem ocra tic  
cen tra lism  (in te rna l dem ocracy, externa l unity in action  e t c ) ,  
w eakness in com m un is t p ropaganda w ork, weakness in the  fo rm a 
tion of M arx is t-Len in is t cadre, inability  to  take  leadersh ip  in the 
united fron t aga inst fasc ism  in the 30's, d ifficu lty  in draw ing Q ue
bec w orkers  and in te llec tua ls  into the party — the line of the 
C om m unist Party of Canada rem ained  p rinc ipa lly  revo lu tionary  
until the beg inn ing of the 50's. From  1952 on, in pa rticu la r, the 
strugg le  between the two lines in the party  — the revo lu tionary  
line and the rev is ion is t line — lapsed in to  openly rev is ion is t pos i
tions. The party abandoned its revo lu tionary  M arx is t-Len in is t 
p rinc ip les  and preached peacefu l tran s ition  to socia lism , and the 
legal e lec to ra l s trugg le  as a m eans to reach socia lism .

Such a re fo rm is t line  sowed confus ion  am ong the sincere  revo lu 
tionary m ilitan ts  in the  party, and left them  com p le te ly  d isa rm ed 
in the  face  o f the rep ress ion  w h ich  was increas ing  at tha t tim e. As a 

resu lt, as the  years passed, the  C o m m u n is t Party o f C anada fo un d  
itse lf, becom ing  ju s t a sm all g roup .

At the present tim e, it has grown to a ce rta in  extent. M ilitan t 
w orkers  and union m em bers who saw through the p ro -cap ita lis t 
lines and opportun ism  of the so c ia l-dem ocra ts  (NDP) and the Par
ti Quebecois, cam e to  this organ iza tion , w h ich  in words at least 
c la im ed to defend the in terests of the w ork ing  class, and to be 
fighting  fo r socia lism .

In Q uebec, it c la im ed  to  be s tru g g lin g  aga inst “ le ftis t M ao is ts ” 
(such as the m ilita n ts  o f IN STRUG G LE!), and ca lled  fo r the fo rm a tion  
o f a vague “ fe de ra te d  m ass p a rty ” m ade up of w o rke rs  o rgan ized  
a round  th e ir  un ions, c itizen s ’ g roups , the left w ing  of the NDP, and 
itse lf, in o rd e r to  send d epu ties  to  P a rliam en t w ho w ou ld , a cco rd in g  to 
it, s trug g le  to  restra in  the  m o n o p o lie s ’ pow er, and es tab lish  a real d e 
m ocracy  in C anada.

A lthough  it does th is  in a res tra ined  way, it can be seen th a t the 
CP p lays the  ro le  th a t the  bou rg eo is ie  ass igns to  rev is ion is ts  w ell; to 
tu rn  the  re vo lu tio n a ry  asp ira tion s  o f the  p eop le  to  re fo rm is t channe ls.

Against Revisionism: We 
Must Firmly Defend 
Marxist-Leninist 
Principles

It is im portan t fo r M arx is t-Len in is t revo lu tionaries  to lead a 
strugg le  to defend the p rinc ip les  of M arx ism -Len in ism  am ong 
w orkers  and the petty -bourgeo is  who aspire  to  socia lism , to a llow  
them  to dem arca te  c lea rly  from  fa lse  ideas about revo lu tion . 
Relying on M arx is t-Len in is t p rinc ip les  they w ill be able to  build a 
genuine com m un is t party, the ind ispensab le  ins trum ent needed to 
lead the people to  take  pow er, to destroy the bourgeo is S tate  ap 
paratus, and to estab lish  the d ic ta to rsh ip  of the p ro le ta ria t.

The better the M arx is t-Len in is t vanguard  becom es o rgan ized, 
a nd  un ified  under a single leadersh ip, the m ore we are ab le  to 
strugg le  aga inst rev is ion ism  e ffective ly .

Even today, the  s trugg le  between the tw o  lines is going on in the 
young M arx is t-Len in is t m ovem ent. The rev is ion is t line has a l
ready taken  several form s: w orkerism , sectarian  a ttitudes, lo ca 
lism , and d o g m a tism , a ll o f w h ich  led  ce rta in  g ro u p s  to  d e fo rm  the 
M a rx is t-L e n in is t p rinc ip le s , on w h ich  they  c la im e d  to  base th e m se l
ves, and to  leave w o rke rs  to  b o u rg e o is  o rg an iza tion s  and b ou rg eo is  
ideo logy.

S cattered, inexperienced, d ivided and w eak ly  linked to the m asses, 
the M arx is t-Len in is t m ovem ent a lw ays runs the danger of re in 
fo rc ing  rev is ion ism  in the com m un is t m ovem ent. The v ic to ry  of the 
revo lu tionary line requ ires the un ifica tion  of au then tic  M arxist- 
Lenin ists around com m on theo re tica l, o rgan iza tion  and ta c tica l 
p rinc ip les.
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THE LENINIST 
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“Strict adherence to the party principle Is the corollary 
and result of a highly developed class struggle. And, vice- 
versa, the interests of the open and widespread class struggle 
demand the development of the strict party principle. That is 
why the party of the class-conscious proletariat... has always 
quite rightly combatted the non-party Idea, and has worked 
steadily to establish a closely-knit, socialist workers’ party 
consistent In Its principles”

(Lenin, “The Socialist Party and Non- Party Revolutions”, C.W., 
Moscow, 1965, Vol.10, p.75)
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M any o f the  p e o p le  w ho to d a y  c la im  to  serve  the  fu n d a m e n ta l in 

te re s ts  o f the  peop le  a re  sp re ad in g  all so rts  o f e rron eo us  co n ce p tio n s  
on the  q ues tion  o f th e  p ro le ta ria n  Party. S om e  say th a t the  Parti Q ue- 
beco is  is all we need. O th e rs  say th a t the  New D em ocra tic  Party (NDP) 
is a p ro le ta ria n  Party. S till o th e rs  say th a t w e  d o n ’t need a Party; th a t 
the  un ions  a re  enough, etc... A ll these  co n ce p tio n s  a re  co n tra ry  to  the  
in te res ts  o f the  w o rk in g  people.

T he re  a re  tw o fu n d a m e n ta l aspects  in the .s trugg le  w h ich  the  
w o rk in g  c lass and th e  d iffe re n t s tra ta  o f the peop le  a re  w ag ing  
aga in s t the  ca p ita lis ts  and th e ir  State.

On one  hand, w e fin d  the w o rke rs  s tru g g lin g  to  im p ro ve  th e ir  
liv ing  c o n d itio n s  within the capitalist system th ro u g h  pa rtia l s trug g le s  
a im ed  at w inn ing  im m e d ia te  e co n o m ic  and p o litica l ga ins. G ene ra lly  
speak ing , these  s tru g g le s  do  no t cha llen ge  the  pow er the  c a p ita lis t 
c lass w ie lds  ove r the  e con om y and the  S tate.

On the  o th e r hand , w o rke rs  a re  lo o k in g  to  the  p o ss ib ility  o f over
throwing the capitalist order in w hich  they  see, and qu ite  r ig h tly  at 
tha t, the  fu n d a m e n ta l cause of th e ir  e x p lo ita tio n . T h is  aspect o f the  
c lass s tru g g le  on the  p a rt o f the  w o rke rs  a im s at b u ild in g  a soc ie ty  
w here  the  e xp lo ita tio n  o f m an by m an w ill no  lon ge r ex is t; it a im s a t a 
soc ia lis t, and then  a co m m u n is t socie ty .

The p ro le ta ria n  P arty  is the  essen tia l too l w ith  w hich  w o rke rs  
co o rd in a te  and  gen era lize  th e ir  d iffe re n t p a rtia l s trug g le s  in o rd e r to  
o r ie n t them  to w a rd s  th e  fina l goal: the  o ve rth ro w in g  o f cap ita lism  and  
th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f soc ia lism . The p ro le ta ria n  P arty  is a lso  the  m ain 
m eans w ith  w h ich  w o rke rs  p re pa re  them se lves  to  o ve rth ro w  the  c a p i
ta lis t c lass once  and fo r  all.

B u t w hy a Party? W hy a p ro le ta ria n  Party? W hat tasks d oe s  th is  
P arty  have and how does  it o rgan ize  itse lf so  as to  be ab le  to  ca rry  
th em  out? Th is  p a m p h le t w ill try  to  answ er these  questions.

The historical experience of the working-class movement proves 
that to be victorious, the proletarian Party is absolutely necessary

S ince  the  second ha lf o f the  19th cen tu ry ,w hen  the  firs t m o n o p o 
lies d eve loped , ca p ita lism  becam e in te rna tion a l and th e  e x p lo ita tio n  
o f the w ork fng  c lass w as sha rpened , the  p ro le ta ria t has tr ie d  to  seize 
S ta te  p ow er away from  the  b o u rg e o is ie  on severa l occasions.

B u t each and every  tim e  th a t the  p ro le ta ria t m ade an assau lt on 
the  c a p ita lis t fo rtre s s  w ith o u t be ing  arm ed, w ith o u t be ing led and o r 
gan ized  by its c lass p a rty , it fa iled . B ecause it was w ithou t its party , it 
th re w  itse lf sp on tan eo us ly  in to  battle , w ith o u t a s tra teg ic  and ta c tica l 
p lan, w ith o u t eva lua ting  a ll the  c o n tra d ic tio n s  and the  obstac les it had 
to  su rm ou n t, and som e tim e s  w ith o u t ra lly in g  beh ind  it all the  s tra ta  of 
the  peop le , all the  o pp re ssed  an e xp lo ited  peop le  ap t to  s u p p o rt it.

The success ive  fa ilu re s  o f the  French p ro le ta ria t in 1848-51, and 
1871, and o f the  R ussian p ro le ta ria t in 1905, c lea rly  p roved  th a t a 
gen u ine  p ro le ta rian  Party is a bso lu te ly  necessary, not on ly to  se ize  
pow er fro m  the  hands o f the  bou rgeo is ie , b u t a lso  to  keep th is  pow er 
in the  hands o f the  p ro le ta ria t. The w o rk e rs  invo lved  in the P aris  
C om m une , in 1871, w ere  the  firs t in h is to ry  to  succeed in ta k ing  ho ld  
o f the  b ou rg e o is  S ta te  appara tus . Due to  the  re vo lu tio n a ry  s itu a 
tion  c rea ted  by the  w a r betw en the  F rench and G erm an ca p ita lis ts , 
these  a rm ed  p ro le ta ria n s  w ere  ab le  to  fo rc e  the  e m p e ro r N apo leon  111 
to  res ign . They es tab lish ed  th e  “ p ow er o f the  p eo p le ”  based on 
the  p rin c ip le s  o f s o c ia lis t co lle c tiv ity . B u t s ince  they had no t 

co m p le te ly  d es troyed  the  o ld  s tru c tu re s  and  in s titu tio n s  o f the  b o u r
geo is  S tate  and  s ince  they  w ere  no t led by a so le  and un ited  P arty  a t 
the tim e o f the assault, they were not able to  hold out m ore than two 
m on ths  aga ins t the  c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n a ry  o ffens ive  launched by the 
French b ou rgeo is ie . A n d  so, the  he ro ic  s tru g g le  o f the  w o rke rs  o f the  
P aris C om m une , und e r the  a ttacks  o f the  F rench bou rgeo is ie ... and 
its a lly the  G erm an  bou rgeo is ie , was d ro w n ed  in b lood.

V ic to r io u s  r e v o lu t io n s  B u t if you look a t the  revo lu tion s  th a t have been v ic to rio u s  — the
B o lshev iks  in 1917, the  A lb an ia ns  in 1945 and the  C hinese  in 1949 — 
they c lea rly  p rove  th a t desp ite  the  n um erous  a rm ed  a ttacks on the  
p a rt o f the  ca p ita lis t and  im p e ria lis t fo rces , desp ite  the  n um eorus  be
traya ls  o f co u n te r-re vo lu tio n a rie s , it Is possible for the proletariat led 
by Its vanguard organized Into a Party to be victorious and to hold on 
to power.

The exam p le  o f the  C hinese  revo lu tion , p roves in a p a rtic u la r ly

s tr ik in g  way th a t no o bs tac le  is in su rm o un tab le  fo r th e  re vo lu tion a ry  
m ove m e n t o f a c o u n try  if it is f irm ly  led by the vangau rd  o f the  w o rk in g  
c lass, the  p ro le ta ria n  Party.

From  1921 to  1949, under the d irection  of the C om m unist Party of 
C hina, the  vast m a jo rity  o f the  peop le , th a t is, the  peasants d om in a ted  
by th e  feuda l se igneurs  and the  o ld  C hinese  n ob ility , s low ly  bu t su re ly  
fe ll in to  line  bes ide  th e  p ro le ta ria t in its s trug g le  to  libe ra te  the  
co un try . U n ited , th e  C h inese  p eop le  res is ted  the  a ttacks  o f C hang 
K a i-sh e k ’s bou rg eo is  na tio na lis t g o ve rn m e n t — w h ich  lasted ten 
years  —  the  assau lts  o f the  Janapese  im p e ria lis ts  and the fina l 
a tte m p t o f the  C hinese  b o u rg eo is ie  a llied  to  A m e rican  im p e ria lis ts  to  
sw eep the  co m m un is ts  o u t o f the  reg io ns  o f the  c o u n try  they  had su c 
ceeded  in lib e ra tin g  w h ile  a t w a r w ith  Japan. A fte r having  m ade 
p o s s ib le  th e  s e t t in g  u p  o f a re p u b lic  o f p e o p le ’s d e m o 
c ra c y  in 1949, th e  s tru g g le  o f th e  C h in e s e  p e o p le , s t ill led 
by its co m m u n is t party , to  bu ild  a genu ine  so c ia lis t soc ie ty , has ca rrie d  
on. Today, a fte r o ve rcom ing  e co n o m ic  u n d e rd e ve lo p m e n t and 
w ag ing  the  C u ltu ra l R evo lu tion , the  C hinese  m asses g u ided  by the 
P arty  are co nso lid a tin g  the  d ic ta to rs h ip  of the  p ro le ta ria t.

It is th e  sum  to ta l o f th e  e xpe rien ces  o f the  in te rna tion a l revo lu 
t io n a ry  m ovem ent, its de fea ts  as w ell as its  v ic to ries , th a t have 
ena b led  both the  ve rifica tio n  and the  d e ve lo pm en t o f the fund am en ta l 
p r in c ip le s  o f M arx ism . A nd  am ong these  p rin c ip le s  is the  necessity  o f 
the  p ro le ta ria n  Party.

What does historical materialism teach us?

M arx  and  Len in ’s th e o ry  o f h is tory , h is to rica l m a te ria lism , 
teaches  us, firs t and fo re m o s t, th a t the fundamental class con
tradictions in society are irreconclliable.

All c lass c o n tra d ic tio n s  in soc ie ty  are based on the bas ic  c o n 
tra d ic tio n  of ca p ita lism : the  o p p o s itio n  betw een C ap ita l and Labour. 
T ha t m eans th a t on one s ide  we find  the  w o rk ing  c lass, the p rin c ip a l 
p roductive  force, which produces value and capita l while  all the while 
rem ain ing dispossessed o f its m eans o f p roduction  and of the fru its of 
its lab ou r. W h ile  on the  o the r s ide , we find  a m in o rity  o f in d iv id ua ls ,th e  
bou rg eo is ie , w hich  ow ns the  m eans o f p ro d u c tio n  and exp lo its  
w o rk e rs  fo r  its  own p ro fit. It has se ized cap ita l and va lue fo r itse lf in 
o rd e r to  ge t r ich e r and r ich e r even th ou gh  it itse lf is to ta lly  un 
p ro du c tive .

Those who produce the wealth are completely dispossessed 
while those who produce nothing, the Idle bourgeoisie, own every
thing. And as monopoly capitalism develops, this contradiction 
grows sharper. The bourgeoisie is composed of a smaller and 
smaller number of individuals who make enormous superprofits 
while the ranks of proletarian masses grow in numbers and become 
more impoverished.

The c o n tra d ic tio n  betw een the  tw o fu nd am en ta l c lasses of 
socie ty , be tw een the  b o u rg eo is ie  and the  w o rk ing  class o r the  p ro le 
ta ria t, is irre co n c ilia b le , because  cap ita lism  can on ly  ex is t if th is  c o n 
tra d ic tio n  ex is ts . This antagonistic opposition Is the very essence of 
capitalism.

T h e re fo re  on ly  the  co m p le te  a b o litio n  o f the  p riva te  ow nersh ip  o f 
the  m eans o f p rodu c tion , and the  fo rm s  of e xp lo ita tion  w h ich  resu lt 
fro m  it, can rea lly  e lim in a te  th is  c o n tra d ic tio n .

T h ro ug h  a co nc re te  ana lys is  o f socie ty , M arx  and Engels show ed 
th a t the  w ay g oo ds  a re  p ro d u ce d  and exchanged  d e te rm in e s  the 
na tu re  o f the  tra n s fo rm a tio n s  a t o th e r leve ls o f socie ty .

The po litica l s tru c tu re  o f socie ty , the State, Is thus only the 
product of the class antagonisms brought about by the fundamental 
contradiction of capitalism.

The State” said Engels, “is therefore, by no means a power 
forced on society from without; ... it is a product of society at a 
certain stage of development; it is the admission that this society has 
become entagled In a insoluble contradiction with Itself, that It Is cleft 
Into Irreconclliable antagonisms which It Is powerless to dispel” 
(qu o te d  by Lenin in The State and Revolution).

The  ro le  o f the  S tate  is th e re fo re  to  m a in ta in  the  c lass co n 
tra d ic tio n s  betw een the  b o u rg e o is ie  and the p ro le ta ria t. A nd  th is  in 
itse lf m akes the S tate  the  to o l o f the  c lass w h ich  d o m in a tes  on the 
e co n o m ic  level, the c lass w h ich  has the  g re a te s t in te res t in m a in ta i-
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The State is the product 
of class antagonisms
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n ing  c a p ita lism  and its an tagon ism s, the  bou rgeo is ie . The State is 
therefore the Instrument of the dictatorship of a minority over the 
majority. It im poses  the  pow er o f the  b o u rg e o is ie  over the  w o rk in g  
class and the  p eop le  e ithe r th ro u g h  fo rc e  and rep ress ion , th ro u g h  
lega l m e th od s  o r th ro u g h  a d m in is tra tive  m easures.

In o rd e r to  get rid  o f the  e co n o m ic  a nd  p o litica l e xp lo ita tive  re la 
tio n sh ip  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  im poses  on the  w o rk in g  c lass,the  w o rk in g  
c lass has o n ly  one o p tio n : to expropriate the bourgeoisie and abolish 
the bourgeois State which keeps the capitalist system In place.

The necessity of 
violent revolution

The working class 
Is the leading force 
of the revolution

The s tru g g le  betw een the  p ro le ta ria t and the  b o u rg e o is ie  fo r 
S ta te  p ow er w ill neve r be any th ing  o th e r th an  a d e a th -s trug g le . The 
b o u rg eo is ie  w ill neve r ag ree  to  g ive  up its p ow er because  th a t w ou ld  
m ean th a t it w ou ld  d is a p p e a r as a c lass. Thus it pu ts  up  fe ro c io u s  a r
m ed o p p o s itio n  to  the  p ro le ta r ia t’s s tru g g le  fo r  power.

Class struggle Inevitably leads to revolution if It Is oriented 
towards overthrowing bourgeois power.

V io lence  w as im p ose d  on the  p eop le  th ro u g h  the  c a p ita lis t and 
im p e ria lis t b ou rgeo is ie . S ince the  beg in n in gs  o f cap ita lism , the  b o u r 
geo is ie  b u ilt its p ow er th ro ug h  e co n o m ic  and po litica l rep ress ion  of 
the  p ro le ta ria t. The b o u rg eo is ie  has assass ina ted  th ou san ds  and 
th ou san ds  o f w o rk e rs  as they  p ro d u c e d  g o o ds  fo r it, and it’s k ille d  o ff 
th ou san ds  in s tr ike s  and w o rk e r revo lts , deny ing  them  the  s tr ic t and 
m ost bas ic  m in im u m  even as they  p ro d u ce d  the  cap ita l it sham eless ly  
p ro fited  fro m . It m a in ta ins  its p o litic a l p ow er th ro u g h  “ spec ia l leg is la 
t io n ” , the  a rm y, the  po lice , and th ro ug h  its m ost favou red  m ethod , the 
p se u d o -re fo rm is ts .

T he re fo re , on ly  the  enem ies o f the  p ro le ta ria t can c la im  th a t 
peacefu l coex is tence , re fo rm s  and  nego tia tion  w ith  the  b o u rg e o is ie  
can lead to  th e  end o f ca p ita lis t e xp lo ita tion .

The  revo lu tion  is, in its essence, th e  fin a l s trug g le  betw een the  two 
fu nd am en ta l c lasses o f socie ty . The w o rk in g  class is one o f these 
classes, the  c lass w hose  in te res ts  a re  m ost an ta go n is tic  w ith  th ose  of 
the  b ou rgeo is ie . W hy?

Because due  to  the  p lace it o ccu p ie s  in p ro d u c tio n , the w o rk in g  
c lass is th e  on ly  c lass  th a t p ro d u ce s  va lue, w ea lth , C ap ita l. B ecause 
the  c o n d itio n s  o f ca p ita lis t p ro d u c tio n  them selves: au tom a tion , 
assem by line  w ork , the  co nce n tra tio n  o f the  m eans of p ro d u c tio n  into 
e no rm ou s  fac to ries , etc... have fo rce d  the  w o rk in g  class to  g ro u p  to 
gether, to  u n ify  and  to  w age a d a ily  fig h t aga ins t the bosses, and th e 
re fo re , to  deve lo p  an a n ti-c a p ita lis t and p ro le ta ria n  consc iousness. It 
is p rin c ip a lly  fo r  these  tw o reasons the  w o rk in g  class is econom ica lly , 
p o litica lly  and id e o lo g ica lly  the  m ost ra d ica lly  opposed  to  the laws 
and va lues o f the  ca p ita lis t system . T hus  its co ns titu te s  the lead ing  
fo rce  o f the  revo lu tion , the  va ngua rd , the  c lass w ith  the  g rea tes t in te 
rest in w ag ing  the  revo lu tion  to  the  end.

B u t is o la te d ,  p o l i t ic a l ly  d is o rg a n iz e d  a n d  w ith o u t  a n y  
o t h e r  w e a p o n  b e s i d e s  i t s  s p o n t a n e o u s  r e v o l t ,  t h e  
w o r k i n g  c l a s s  w i l l  n e v e r  b e  a b l e  t o  m a k e  r e v o l u 
tion . To the  o b je c tive ly  re vo lu tio n a ry  c o n d itio n s  e ng ende red  by the 
c lass s trug g le  on the  level o f e co n o m ic  p ro d u c tio n , the  w o rk ing  c lass 
m ust a dd  a n o th e r su b jec tive  co nd itio n , and ind ispe nsa b le  cond itio n : 
th e  d eve lopm en t o f its class consc iou sne ss  and p o litica l un ity. A nd  
th is  co n d itio n  can on ly  be fu lfille d  by  the  c rea tion  and b u ild in g  o f its 
Party.

In o rd e r to  o ve rth ro w  the  b ou rg eo is  S ta te  and abo lish  the  p riva te  
ow n e rsh ip  o f the  m eans o f p ro d u c tio n , the  w o rk in g  c lass m ust ra lly  
b eh ind  it a ll th e  o th e r s tra ta  o f p eo p le  w ho have an in te res t in th e  re 
vo lu tion : it needs a so lid  o rgan iza tion  c a p a b le  o f id e o lo g ica lly  d is c i
p lin in g  and a rm in g  the  en tire  c lass. It needs a gu ide , its vangua rd , 
ca pa b le  o f c le a rly  d e fin in g  the fina l and im m ed ia te  o b je c tive s  in the  
re vo lu tio n a ry  p rocess , ca pa b le  o f lead ing  the  peop le  to  the  fina l goal: 
the  o ve rth ro w in g  o f the  b ou rg eo is  S tate  and  the  se tting  up o f a new  
p ro le ta ria n  o rd e r. W ith o u t a Party, the  p ro le ta ria t is an a rm y w ith o u t a 
genera l s ta ff, a c lass  w hose  p o litic a l consc iou sne ss  is em b ryo n ic , a 
c lass cu t o ff fro m  the  soc ia l c lasses and s tra ta  th a t are its a llies.

The Party Is therefore absolutely Indispensable to the proleta
riat If It Is to make revolution. B u t it is a lso  necessary  a fte r the  re vo lu 
tion  w hen the  w o rk in g  class m ust ensu re  its  d o m in a tio n  over c o u n 
te r-re v o lu tio n a rie s  and  u nd e rtake  the  b u ild in g  of soc ia lism , b rin g in g  
the  peop le  as a w ho le  a long  w ith  it.
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The characteristics of the proletarian Party
W e have ju s t seen how  the  a b o litio n  o f c a p ita lis t e xp lo ita tion  

ca nn o t take  p lace  w ith o u t the  so c ia lis t revo lu tion , and the  s trug g le  to  
ensu re  tha t the  so c ia lis t pa th  tr iu m p h s , can o n ly  be v ic to rio u s  if the  
p ro le ta ria t, a llied  to  a ll e xp lo ite d  s tra ta  o f socie ty , ta kes  leade rs 
h ip . W e have a lso  seen how  the  re vo lu tio n a ry  Party o f the  p ro le ta ria t 
is abso lu te ly  necessary  fo r  o ve rth ro w in g  the bou rgeo is ie , des troy in g  
its instrum ents of dom ination  and beginning the  construction o f a socia
lis t soc ie ty . W e are  now  g o ing  to  b rie fly  exam ine  w ha t th is  P arty  
m ust be to  c o rre c tly  p lay  its re vo lu tio n a ry  role.

The proletarian Party
is the vanguard organization
of the working class

The p ro le ta ria n  P arty  is an o rgan iza tion  of s trug g le . It is the  o r 
gan iza tion  w h ich  b rings  to ge th e r the m ost co nsc iou s  e lem ents , the 
m os t d e te rm ine d  e lem ents  and the m ost co m b a tive  e le m e n ts  o f the  
w o rk in g  class and o f the  o th e r s tra ta  o f the p eo p le  w ho fa ll in to  line  

beh ind  its pos itions.
In th is  p ro tra c te d  w ar, the  c lass s trug g le  p itting  p ro le ta ria t 

aga in s t bou rgeo is ie , the  p ro le ta ria n  Party can be co m p a re d  to  the 
genera l s ta ff o f an a rm y  a t w ar. L ike  the  genera l s ta ff o f any a rm y, the  
p ro le ta ria n  Party m ust u nd ers tand  and be ab le  to  lead all fo rm s  of 
s tru g g le  and all pa rtia l ba ttles  w aged by the va rious de ta chm en ts  of 
the  p e o p le ’s fo rces  in th e ir  s trug g le  aga inst the ca p ita lis t c lass. In 
o th e r w ords , th e  re vo lu tion a ry  Party o f the  p ro le ta ria t m ust be bo th  
in se pa ra b ly  lin ke d  to  a ll ca tegories , s tra ta  and secto rs  o f the  w ork ing  
class and w ork ing people in general, and at the same tim e, understand 
and o rie n t the  s trug g le s  to w a rd s  a p rec ise  goa l: the po litica l o v e r
th ro w  o f the  bou rgeo is ie , th a t is, the  tak ing  o f S ta te  pow er by the  p ro 
le ta r ia t and its a llies, th e  e x p ro p ria tio n  of the b o u rg eo is ie  and the 
c o n s tru c tio n  of socia lism .

W ith o u t th is  leade rsh ip , w ith o u t th is  genera l c o -o rd in a tio n  o f the  
s tru g g le  on a ll fron ts , the c lass s trug g le  fo r the a b o litio n  o f c a p ita lis t 
e x p lo ita tio n  w ill never be v ic to rious .

Thus, to  say tha t the  p ro le ta ria n  Party is the  va ngua rd  o rg a n i
za tion  o f the  p ro le ta ria t is to  say th a t it is a part of the proletariat and 
no t an in s tru m e n t above it. W ith o u t the  o rg an ic  link o f the  pa rty  to  the 
b road  w o rk in g -c la ss  m asses, the  p ro le ta ria n  P arty  w ill neve r be ab le  
to  p lay its ro le  o f lea de rsh ip  in the  re vo lu tion a ry  strugg le .

The Proletarian Party Is 
the organized detachment 
of the vanguard 
of the proletariat

W e’ve sa id  th a t th e  P arty  is an o rgan iza tion  o f com bat. Thus it is 
no t a socia l c lub  nor a p ressu re  g ro up . If the  Party is an o rgan iza tion  
o f co m b a t, it m ust be fo rm e d  essen tia lly  of fig h te rs , tha t is, m ilita n ts  
w ho a re  m a in ly  devo ted  to  the  re vo lu tio n a ry  s trug g le  aga ins t the 
bou rgeo is ie .

The P a rty ’s o rgan iza tion  m ust co rresp on d  to  its re vo lu tion a ry  
task. A nd  the  m ain  task o f the  P ro le ta rian  Party  is to  d ire c t the  re vo lu 
t io n a ry  s trug g le  aga inst cap ita lism . This is an e no rm ou s  and co m p lex  
task w h ich  d em ands o f the  Party tha t it ach ieve  the  g re a te s t un ity  of 
th o u g h t and ac tion  w ith in  its ranks. A d iv ided  ba ttle  headq ua rte rs  
c a n n o t lead its tro u p s  to  v ic to ry .

A nd  so, the  Party ca nn o t be the  s im p le  a d d itio n  of g ro u p s  and 
o rgan iza tions , each one w ith  its own cen te r o f leade rsh ip . The Party 
m ust be a cen tra lized  o rgan iza tion , th a t is, w ith  a s ing le  cen te r. B u t 
the  P arty ’s ce n te r o f lea de rsh ip  ca nn o t be im posed. It m ust be 
e lec ted , recogn ized , and accep ted  by all the  m em bers.

W e can th us  see th a t the  Party as an o rgan iza tion  b rings  to ge th e r 
tw o  fu nd am en ta l cha rac te ris tics . It is e x tre m e ly  cen tra lized , and yet at 
the  sam e tim e  it can o n ly  deve lop  by a ssu ring  a d e m o c ra tic  life  in its 
ranks. Th is  fo rm  o f o rgan iza tion  is ca lled  democratic centralism, the 
su bm iss ion  o f the  m in o rity  to  the  m a jo rity  (C ongress), the  subm iss ion  
o f th e  in fe r io r leve ls to  the  s u p e rio r levels, the  lead ing  ro le  o f the 
lea de rsh ip  co m m itte e  o r ce n tra l co m m itte e  betw een the  congresses, 
co nsc iou s  and very  r ig o ro u s  d isc ip lin e , fa c tio n s  w ith in  the Party 
a re  a bso lu te ly  fo rb id d e n , etc.

Some of the fundamental tasks of the Proletarian Party
As M arx e xp la in ed  in The Communist Manifesto, the  Party re 

p re sen ts  the fu tu re  o f the  e n tire  w o rk e rs ’ m ovem ent. That m eans tha t 
the  P arty  has an abso lu te  ta sk  and d u ty  to  c o rre c tly  d e fin e  the  o b je c 
tive  o f the  revo lu tion  in the  d iffe re n t co u n trie s  and  a c co rd in g  to  the  
d if fe re n t epochs. A fte rw a rd s  it m ust w o rk  to  have th is  o b je c tiv e  re co 
gn ized  by a g row ing  n um be r o f w o rke rs . The fund am en ta l task  of the  
Party b e fo re  ta k ing  pow er, th a t is, b e fo re  the p ro le ta ria n  re vo lu tio n ,
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is to  ra lly  to  it not on ly  the g re a t m ass o f w o rke rs  bu t a lso  the  g rea t 
m ass o f n o n -p ro le ta ria n  w orke rs . In o the r w ords, b e fo re  tak ing  
pow er, and to  take  pow er, the g re a t m a jo r ity  o f the  w o rk in g  peop le  
m ust be conv ince d  o f the  co rrec tne ss  o f the  po litica l line  o f the  Party, 
and o f the  necess ity  to  m ake revo lu tion  as the  on ly  m eans o f g e tting  
rid of those  pa ras ites , the cap ita lis ts , and th e ir  ro tten  p o litic ia ns . To 
ach ieve  th is  goa l, the  p ro le ta ria n  Party  app lie s  the m ethod  o f the  
m ass line  w h ich , a cco rd in g  to  M ao  T se-T ung  can be de fin ed  as 
fo llow s: start from the masses to return to the masses. The m ass line 
m ethod  re fle c ts  the unshakeab le  c o n v ic tio n  of co m m un is ts  tha t it ’s 
the  g re a t m asses o f the  w o rk in g  p eop le  w ho m ake h um an ity  go 
fo rw a rd  and no t a few  b rillia n t and reso u rce fu l men.

Rally the masses As Lenin w ro te , im p e ria lism  is “ the  epoch  when... the  o b je c tive
to the revolution co n d itio n s  are r ipe  fo r  the d e s tru c tio n  o f ca p ita lis m ...” A nd  it ’s true

th a t at the  e poch  o f im p e ria lism , th e  p resen t epoch, the  m eans of 
p ro d u c tio n  a re  co n ce n tra ted  in to  the  hands of such a sm all n u m b e r of 
m on op o ly  ca p ita lis ts  th a t th e ir  e xp ro p ria tio n  w ill bene fit no t o n ly  the 
w o rk in g  c lass, bu t a lso the g re a t m a jo r ity  o f the  people.

B u t how  is it th a t if the  o b je c tive  s itua tion  is favo rab le  to  soc ia lis t 
revo lu tion , the  w o rk in g  class and the  lab ou rin g  peop le  d o n ’t rise up 
and  w ith  one b low  sw eep  away ca p ita lism ?  To th is  q ues tion  th e re  is 
bu t one  answ er. A n d  th a t is th a t the  su b jec tive  co nd itions , th a t is, the 
p o litica l consc iousness , the  co nsc iousness  o f the  necess ity  o f the  re 
vo lu tion  and the  deg ree  of o rgan iza tion , a re  not su ffic ien tly  deve loped  
so th a t the  w o rk in g  c lass and the  p eop le  d ire c tly  a ttack the  ca p ita lis t 
c lass. Thus the  task o f the Party is to  deve lop  revo lu tio n a ry  co n s 
c iousness am ong  the  lab ou rin g  m asses.

Link up with the masses The b o u rg eo is ie  know s on ly  too  well the  im m ense  s treng th  o f the
and de f e a t  the t a c t i ca l  w orke rs . A nd  it fea rs  it e no rm ous ly . Tha t is w hy it does e ve ry th in g  in
enemies so as to be able its power t0  d iv id e  the  w o rke rs  and the d iffe re n t s tra ta  of the peop le . It

possesses a w ho le  series o f m eans such as schoo ls, new spapers , te- 
.o  directly attack lev is ion , film s , the  C hurch , etc. to  in d o c trin a te  the  peop le  w ith  the idea
the strategical enemy th a t “ the  ca p ita lis t system , a lthough  im p e rfe c t, w ill p rog ress ive ly

im p ro ve  up  un til the day tha t the  in te res ts  of all m en w ill be equa lly  
s a tis fie d ” .

Th is  idea  th a t cap ita lism  can be p rog ress ive ly  changed by way of 
re fo rm s, is a lso  p ropaga ted  by un ion  and p o litica l o rgan iza tions  
w h ich  c la im  to  s trug g le  on beha lf o f the  w orke rs .T he  re fo rm is t b o u r
geo is  pa rties  like  the  NDP and the  PQ thus  p lay the  ro le  o f devia ting  
the  w o rk e rs ’ s tru g g le  onto the  dead  end of re fo rm ism .

A ll o f these  peop le , un ion bosses, bou rg eo is  party  re fo rm is ts , 
etc. are ta c tica l enem ies o f"th e  p ro le ta ria n  Party s ince  they la rge ly  
c o n tr ib u te  to  s low ing  dow n the  d e ve lo pm en t o f the w o rk e rs ’ re v o lu 
tio n a ry  c lass consc iousness . It’s th us  very im p o rta n t fo r the  Party  to 
neu tra lize  th em  if it w an ts to  ra lly  to it the  m a jo rity  o f w o rke rs .

Thus, to  de fea t the  s tra teg ica l enem y, the bou rg eo is ie  — today 
m a in ly  the  im p e ria lis t b o u rg eo is ie  —  and its State, we m ust unm ask 
and neu tra lize  the b o u rg e o is ie ’s agen ts  w ho are am ong  the peop le , 
th a t is, the re fo rm is t and co n c ilia tin g  un ion  lea de rsh ip  and the  re fo r 
m is t and c o n c ilia tin g  parties. Tha t is a co n d itio n  so, th a t the  path  fo r 
the  co m p le te  e m a nc ipa tion  o f the  w o rke rs  in C anada and in Q uebec 
be c lea red.

Thus the  p ro le ta ria n  Party has as its task to  w o rk  everyw here  
w he re  w o rk e rs  a re  s trug g ling , w ith  the  goa l o f show ing  the  e rron eo us  
path th a t the  re fo rm is ts  and co n c ilia to rs  a re  lead ing  th em  on to. It’s in 
the  heart o f the  s trug g le  th a t the  rea l enem ies unm ask them selves. It’s 
a lso  in the  s tru g g le  th a t fr ien ds  recogn ize  each  o the r. T ha t’s w hy the  
p ro le ta ria n  P arty  m ust be on the  fro n t lines o f the  battle , s ide  by s ide  
w ith  the  th ou san ds  and thou san ds  o f w o rke rs  w ho da ily  res is t the  o p 
p ress ion  and d o m in a tio n  o f cap ita l.

Parties of the Leninist type and reformist parties

The p rin c ip le s  w h ich  de fine  the  n a tu re  o f rea l p ro le ta ria n  P arties 
w ere  de fined  by M arx, Lenin, S ta lin  and M ao T se-Tung, on the  basis 
o f the  co n c re te  s trug g le s  w h ich  they  had to  w age aga inst the  o p p o rtu 
n is ts  and re fo rm is ts . The B o lshev iks , espec ia lly , by s trug g ling  aga inst 
all so rts  o f o p p o rtu n is ts  w ith in  the  Russian Socia l D em ocra tic  L abou r 
Party  (RSDLP) fro m  1898 to 1912 and w ith in  the  llnd  In te rna tiona l 
fro m  1900 to  1919, m ade poss ib le  the  e s tab lish m e n t o f a c lea r and 
de fin itive  line  of d em arca tio n  betw een the ch a rac te ris tics  and the  ro le  
o f p ro le ta rian  Parties and those  of re fo rm is t parties.

Revolution and reformism

Revolutionary unionism 
and reformist unionism

Social democracy 
in Canada
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One of the principal characteristics which distinguishes proletarian 
Parties from reformist parties is their revolutionary strategic pers
pective.

The stra tegy of all rea l p ro le ta ria n  P arties  is to  o ve rth ro w  the  ca 
p ita lis t S tate  by a rm ed  and v io le n t s trugg le . T he ir s tra tegy is to  bu ild  
the  s tren g th  o f the revo lu tion a ry  m ovem en t in the d ire c t and open 
co n fro n ta tio n  betw een the  ca p ita lis ts  and the  w o rk ing  c lass  on poli
tical ground, the  g ro un d  w here  the  b o u rg e o is ie ’s p o litica l pow er is d i
re c tly  exe rc ised , law and jus tice , po lice , a rm y, parliam ent...

C ons is ten t w ith  th e ir  fina l s tra te g ic  ob jec tive , the  p ro le ta ria n  
Parties use a ll the  fo rm s  o f the  s trug g le  o f the  w o rk ing  c lass and the  
peop le , be they  legal or de fensive  o r d ire c tly  w aged aga in s t p o litica l 
pow er, to  b ring  the  p ro le ta ria t and its a llies  to  go beyond the  lim its  o f 
the  law  and o f b ou rg eo is  o rd e r. By syn thes iz ing  the  lessons o f the 
s trug g le s  o f the  m asses, they p rog ress ive ly  b ring  them  to  c o n s titu te  
an offensive fo rce  aga ins t the  b ou rgeo is ie , and th is, on all the  leve ls 
w here  it exe rc ises  its d o m in a tio n , fac to ries , law -cou rts , pa rliam en t, 
open  po lice  rep ress ion , etc...

The re fo rm is t pa rties  on the  con tra ry , co ns ta n tly  fo rce  the  p ro le 
ta ria t to  rem ain  w ith in  the  lim its  fixed  by law and b ou rg eo is  o rde r. 
They d o n ’t hes ita te  to  se rm on ize  and to  s low  down the  w o rke rs  w ho 
go beyond the  bound a rie s  o f the  ca p ita lis t laws, in th e ir  s trug g le s .

W h ile  co m m u n is ts  u nders tand  th a t partia l, im m ed ia te  and d e 
fens ive  s trugg les  a re  the best schoo l fo r  the  p ro le ta ria t to  learn  abou t 
its real po litica l in te rests , and its fina l ob jec tive , the re fo rm is ts  
co n s id e r th a t the  defens ive  s trugg le  is an end in itse lf. T he ir s logan  is 
“ we m ust be sa tis fied  w ith  bread c ru m b s  from  the b o u rg eo is ie  and 
e te rna lly  lim it o u r dem ands to  re fo rm s ”  th a t is, tw o  o b jec tive s  that 
the  ca p ita lis ts  are a lways ab le  to  recu pe ra te  in fu nc tio n  o f th e ir  own 
in terests.

The reformist parties are consistent with their strategy which is 
to agree with the bourgeoisie. T he ir long te rm  goa l is to  co nso lid a te  
and to  im p ro ve  the  ca p ita lis t system . A nd  so they are a p re c io us  arm  
fo r the bou rgeo is ie , espec ia lly  when it ’s in troub le .

Another essential characteristic which demarcates proletarian 
Parties from reformist parties is their conception of union struggles.

A lthough  co m m un is ts  su p p o rt and p a rtic ip a te  in union s trugg les  
as essen tia l s tru g g le s  to  p reserve  the  a cq u ire d  righ ts  of the  w ork ing  
c lass and to  a m e lio ra te  its liv ing  and w o rk in g  co nd itio ns , they diffe
rentiate this type of struggle because of its very nature as an econo
mic struggle — from the political struggle which is the direct struggle 
against State power. The articulation of the economic and political 
struggles must be made on the basis of their distinctions. The  p ro le 
ta rian  Party  re lies  on un ion  s trug g le s  to  p o litica lly  educa te  the 
w o rk in g  class and to  aw aken its p o litica l consc iousness, by lin k in g  
im m ed ia te  o b jec tive s  to  po litica l o b je c tive s  w hich  can be genera lized  
to  the  en tire  c lass, such as the  d e m ocra tiza tion  in the unions, w o rke rs ' 
so lid a rity , p ro le ta ria n  in te rna tion a lism , etc.

R e fo rm is t parties , on the  co n tra ry , reduce  the two s tru g g le s  to  
the  level o f the  de fens ive  e co n o m ic  s trugg le . Tha t is, they co m p le te ly  
co n fu se  the  tw o types o f s trugg les. On the  un ion level jus t like  on the 
p o litica l level, they  s trug g le  fo r  re fo rm s , fo r sh o rt term  and im 
m ed ia te  o b jec tive s  and fo r  the  resp ec t of the ca p ita lis t o rde r. They 
co n fin e  po litica l ac tion  to  the  pa rlia m e n ta ry  and e lec to ra l s trug g le  and 
lim it un ion  s trug g le s  to  peace fu l n ego tia tions  and to  the  m od ifica tion  
o f the L ab ou r C ode. On the  e co n o m ic  level, the  irre c o n c ilia b le  co n 
tra d ic tio n  betw een the  b ou rgeo is ie  and the  p ro le ta ria t is never put 
in to  q ues tion . A nd  thus, they m a in ta in  the  illus ion  th a t e le c tion s  and 
co lle c tive  ag reem en ts  a re  s u ffic ie n t ways o f o b ta in in g  a rad ica l tra n s 
fo rm a tio n  o f the  ca p ita lis t system .

In Canada, the  New D em ocra tic  Party (NDP) and the  P arti Que- 
b6co is  (PQ) are two good  exam ples  of socia l d e m o cra tic  parties. 
Even though  one  says it’s fe d e ra lis t and the o th e r indep en de n tis t, 
th e ir  p o litica l p ro je c t is fu nd am en ta lly  the  sam e — to co nso lid a te  and 
deve lop  the  te ndency  to w a rd s  S tate  m on op o ly  ca p ita lism . That Is, 
replan monopoly capitalism, by m ak ing  the w o rk in g  class and the 
peop le  be lieve th a t th ey ’ll o b ta in  a b ig ge r p iece  of the  p ie on the  e co 
nom ic  and p o litica l levels.

T he ir f lir t  w ith  the  b ou rgeo is ie  has becom e so n o to rio u s  th a t the 
w o rke rs , un ion is ts  and the p rog ress ive s  fro m  the  p e tty -b o u rg e o is ie  
inc rea s ing ly  ask the  ques tion  abou t the  necessity  o f a new w o rk e rs ’ 
party  w h ich  w ou ld  be “ m ore  rad ica l and so c ia lis t” . M any g ro u p s  take
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advantage  of th is  fa vo rab le  s itu a tio n  to  put fo rw a rd  new p ro jec ts .

Thus, the  C o m m u n is t Party o f C anada, w h ich  d isow ned  re vo lu 
tio n a ry  M a rx is t-L e n in is t p rin c ip le s  in 1952, h u rrie s  to  p ro po se  a Fede
rated mass workers’ party to  these  rad ica lized  secto rs . A nd  so, 
ce rta in  un ion  p e rm a ne n ts  are ac tive ly  p re pa rin g  to  set up  a w o rk e rs ’ 
p a rty  o u t o f the  un ions...

But these socialist parties which are “new” in appearance, In no 
way differentiate themselves on the level of their strategic objectives 
and their fundamental political principles, from the traditional social 
democratic parties. They de fend  the  u top ic  p ro je c t o f the  peacefu l 
passage to  so c ia lism , fo rg e tting  th a t the  b o u rg eo is ie  w ill d e fend  its 
S tate  pow er to  th e  end and  th a t it w ill even re so rt to  a rm s. In p rac tice  
they  deny  the  lead ing  ro le  o f the w o rk in g  c lass by in d iffe re n tly  a d 
d ress ing  all sa la ried  w orke rs , w h ich  am o un ts  to  the sam e th ing  as 
g iv ing  the  le a d e rsh ip  o f th e ir  party  to  the  p e tty -b ou rg eo is ie ... the  class 
w h ich  a c co rd in g  to  th e ir  a rg um en ts  is " th e  m ost n u m e ro u s ” . In th is  
way, they deny the  ex is tence  o f c lass s trug g le  and o f the  irre d u c tib le  
c o n tra d ic tio n  betw een the b o u rg eo is ie  and the  w o rk ing  class. T he ir 
s tra tegy  is the  sam e as the  P opu la r U n ity ’s in C hile . A nd  in S e p te m b e r 
1973, we saw  w he re  the  d iso rg an iza tio n  o f the  p ro le ta ria t, the 
absence  o f its  re vo lu tion a ry  Party and the  d isa rm a m e n t o f the 
w o rk in g  c lass  leads to  — to a m ilita ry  fa sc is t d ic ta to rs h ip  and b loody  
rep ress ion .

The Marxist-Leninist A t the  p re sen t tim e, on ly  M a rx is t-L e n in is ts  de fend  the  revo lu -
movement today tio n a ry  p rin c ip le s  w h ich  m ust be the  bas is  o f the p ro le ta ria n  Party.

Even th ou gh  they are d iv id ed  and n um erica lly  weak, M arx is t- 
Len in is ts  are inc rea s ing ly  co nsc iou s  o f the  necessity  o f un iting  to  
b u ild  to g e th e r the  p ro le ta ria n  Party. But co n tra ry  to  the  o p p o rtu n is ts  
and the  soc ia l dem ocra ts , w ho  u n ite  w ith o u t any p rin c ip le d  basis, be 
they on the  r ig h t o r on  the  le ft,the  M a rx is t-L e n in is ts  w an t to  base th e ir  

'  un ity  on a c le a r a g reem en t o f p rin c ip le . They w an t to  ra lly  the  real 
M a rx is t-L e n in is ts  w ho  a re  in te res ted  in d e fe nd ing  to  the  end, the  in te 
rests o f the  w o rk in g  c lass and o f the  revo lu tion . A nd  today , do to  th is, 
they give th em se lves  three major tasks: to clarify their political line 
by criticism and self-criticism, to proletarize their organization, and 
to build a single Party. To the  e x te n t th a t one  g ro u p  to da y  p resen ts 
itse lf as be ing  th is  Party, the “ C o m m u n is t”  Party o f C anada (M a rx is t- 
Len in is t), the  "C ” P C (M -L), they a lso  have the  duty  o f inve s tiga ting  th is  
pa rty  and ana lyz ing  its po litica l line. If it ’s p roven  th a t its id e n tif ica tio n  
w ith  M a rx ism -L e n in ism  is w itho u t fo u n d a tio n , it m ust be denou nce d . 
If, on the  co n tra ry , it rep resen ts  the  rea l in te res ts  o f the  w o rk in g  class, 
they sou ld  ca ll on  all M a rx is t-L e n in is ts  to  ra lly to  it.

Without the revolution there can be no liberation, 
without the proletarian Party, there can be no revolution

NB: Certain parts of this pamphlet 
were rectified. Please refer to the 
presentation at the beginning of this 
brochure.

(IN STRUGGLE!, October 1977)

C ap ita lism  ca nn o t ex is t w ith o u t the  e xp lo ita tion  o f the  w o rk ing  
c lass and the  d o m in a tio n  o f the  e n tire  la b ou rin g  mass. E lim ina ting  ca 
p ita lis t e xp lo ita tio n  and d o m in a tio n  m eans e lim in a tin g  ca p ita lism  
itse lf. E lim in a tin g  ca p ita lism  m eans e x p ro p ria tin g  the b o u rg eo is ie  
and a b o lish in g  the  p o litica l fo rm  o f its  dom in a tio n , th a t is, the b o u r
geo is  S tate  and bou rgeo is  p a rlia m e n ta ry  dem ocracy.

But the  ca p ita lis t class w ill neve r cede  its pow er o r its ho ld ings . It 
w ill fig h t to  its  dea th  to  p reserve  them , and it w on ’t hesita te , as it as 
a lrea dy  don e  so m any tim es, to  use all fo rm s  o f v io lence  im ag inab le , 
go ing  fro m  the  sys tem a tic  rep re ss ion  o f the  w o rk e rs  and the  co m m u 
n is t m ovem ent, to  a w orld  war. H ence, the  abso lu te  necess ity  th a t the 
w o rke rs  have re co u rse  to  re vo lu tio n a ry  v io lence  to  e lim in a te  th is  
c lass w h ich  is essen tia lly  co m p ose d  o f parasites.

The s tru g g le  aga in s t the  ca p ita lis t c lass, the s tru g g le  fo r  so c ia 
lism , is a long and d iffic u lt s trug g le  w h ich  d em an ds  th a t th e  w o rke rs  
have a un ited  o rgan iza tion  of co m b a t, g u ided  by a sc ie n tific  theo ry , 
M a rx ism -Le n in ism , and so lid ly  im p la n te d  am ong  the  labou ring  
m asses. Th is  pa rty  ca n ’t be any th ing  b u t a p ro le ta ria n  Party, th a t is, a 
Party  w h ich  m a in ly  bases its o rgan iza tion  in the  w o rk in g  c lass in o rd e r 
to  ra lly  to  it all the  s tra ta  of the p eop le  aga inst the  c a p ita lis t c lass.

The class bas is  o f the  p ro le ta ria n  Party, the  lead ing  p a rty  of the 
so c ia lis t re vo lu tio n , is thus  firs t o f all, the  p ro le ta ria t, and then  all the  
o th e r la b o u rin g  s tra ta  o f the  peop le . Because, in ca p ita lis t soc ie ty  the 
p ro le ta ria t is the  sw orn  enem y o f the  b ou rgeo is ie . The  rich es  of the 
ca p ita lis t c lass d e p e n d  m ain ly  on it. Thus it is up  to  the  p ro le ta ria t to  
bu ild  th e  m ove m e n t w h ich  w ill sw eep away the  d o m in a tio n  o f cap ita l, 
o f its m o n o p o lie s  and o f its State.
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