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HAIL THE HISTORIC

FIRST CONGRESS OF THE EPLF

The EPLF held its first congress from January 23-31, 1977 in the liberated areas
in Sahel, Eritrea. Over 300 delegates, representing all units and departments of
the EPLF and its mass organizations of workers, peasants, women, youth and
students from inside and outside the country vigorously participated in the
congress.

Representatives from revolutionary organizations such as the Democratic Front
for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP), Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine (PFLP), Popular Front for the Liberation of Oman (PFLO), Ethiopian
People’s Revolutionary Party (EPRP), and Tigrai People’s Liberation Front
(TPLF) as well as representatives from neighboring countries attended and
presented solidarity messages to the congress.

The first congress of the EPLF incisively and thoroughly analysed the 15-year-
old armed struggle and the development of the EPLF; discussed and passed
appropriate resolutions on all the crucial issues facing the Eritrean Revolution.

The congress discussed and adopted the EPLF’s National Democratic Program,
which crystalizes the deepest aspriations of the Eritrean people and reflects the
EPLF’s revolutionary line.

The program calls for:

* The establishment of a people’s democratic Eritrea.

* A self-reliant, independent and planned national economy.

* Safeguarding the unity and equality of all Eritrean nationalities.

* The development of a revolutionary culture, education and health care.

* Safeguarding the economic, political and organizational rights of the working
class.

* The complete equality of women with men in the economic, political, social
and cultural life.

* A foreign policy of peace and non-alignment, of anti-imperialist solidarity
with all just and revolutionary movements.

The first congress also adopted the EPLF constitution which defines and
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consolidates the democratic centralist organizational structure and methods of
work of the front. The congress elected a 37-member Central Committee. The
Political Bureau and the Secretary General comrade Romedan Mohamed Nur and
Vice Secretary General comrade Isaias Afewerki were elected from the Central
Committee. )

The Congress resolved that the EPLF give priority and exert greater effort to
organize, politicize and arm the masses; to the consolidation and development of
the economic and social transformation of the liberated areas. It reaffirmed the
correctness of the EPLF’s strategy of people’s war and resolved to intensify the
protracted people’s war until complete victory.

The question of national unity was given great importance in the deliberations
of the congress. Reaffirming the EPLF’s line that the formation of a united front
between the EPLF and ELF is the correct transitional stage which guarantees the
attainment of genuine and principled national unity, the congress outlined the
minimum program for a united front.

The congress vigorously condemned the reactionary Osman Saleh Sabe clique
(in the ex-foreign mission of the EPLF) and its attempt to organize a reactionary
force, by exploiting national and religious differences and squandering the
material and finances collected under the name of the Eritrean Revolution and the
EPLF.

The congress also took a resolute stand condemning the military Junta’s nine
point proposal for ‘‘peaceful solution’’ and outlined the minimum preconditions
for any discussion with the Ethiopian occupationist regime.

The congress discussed the international situation in general and the situation
in the region in particular. It expressed resolute support for the National
Liberation Struggles raging in Africa, Asia and Latii America and the
revolutionary struggles throughout the World.

The congress stressed the importance of building strong and close relations
with all liberations movements, revolutionary organizations and socialist
countries.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CONGRESS

The first congress of the EPLF is historic. It is the first congress in the history of
the Eritrean revolution in which the thoroughgoing revolutionary forces, those
who represent the interests of the workers, peasants and other oppressed masses
have the upper hand. All previous congresses (so far only the ELF had held
congresses) were dominated by the opportunists and reactionary elements. The
first ‘‘National Congress’’ of the Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) held in October-
November 1971 empowered the ELF leaders to pass the infamous decision to
launch the civil war against the EPLF. Even though developments forced the
ELF’s second ‘‘National Congress’’ held in May 1975 to agree to ‘‘democratic
dialogue’’ with the EPLF, it failed to bring about basic change in the ELF.

The EPLF was formed in July 1970, by progressive and democratic fighters who
broke away from the ELF after their repeated attempts to change the situation
within the ELF had failed. The formation of the EPLF signified nothing short of a

4

Delegates to the first organizational Congress of EPLF,

rebirth of the Eritrean armed struggle on a new revolutionary basis. In the
militant history of struggle of the Eritrean people, the EPLF became the first
organization to chart a clear and correct path for the achievement of the people’s
age old aspirations for national independence and democracy. It clarified the
character, objectives and motive forces, the strategy and tactics of the Eritrean
revolution.

The EPLF grew and consolidated itself amidst fierce struggle. Right from the
outset, the Ethiopian occupationist regime set out to nip the EPLF in the bud and
launched numerous ferocious campaigns to stamp it out. Perceiving it to be a
threat to their hegemony, the petty-bourgeois opportunist leaders of the ELF also
declared a *‘war of liquidation’’ against the EPLF. In the meantime, reactionary
opportunist elements within the EPLF, in particular the notorious Osman Saleh
Sabbe clique, viciously fought the consolidation of the revolutionary line in the
organization and attempted to foster secondary contradictions to weaken and
divide the EPLF. The Sabbe clique also attempted to use its contact with the
friendly countries and the material received from them to impose its opportunist
line on the EPLF.

*‘The correctness or incorrectness of the ideological and political line decides
everything.”” The EPLF, because of its revolutionary line, its reliance on the
workers, peasants and other oppressed masses and its principle of self-reliance,
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has overcome all obstacles placed on its path by local reactionaries and their
sponsors and consolidated itself ideologically, politically, militarily and
organizationally.

In the short period since its birth, the EPLF has trained a conscious and
formidable people’s army, established a number of base areas in the countryside,
inflicted extremely heavy defeats on the U.S.-Israeli backed Ethiopian occupation
army and liberated large areas of the countryside. It has trained a significant
number of cadres from among the workers, peasants and revolutionary
intellectuals, widely disseminated revolutionary ideology (including the
translation of Marxist-Leninist classics), mobilized and organized the masses in
the liberated and occupied areas. It has led the peasants in carrying out agrarian
reform, in smashing the feudal colonial political structure and in setting up the
organs of peoples power in the liberated areas. It has started self-reliant economic
reconstruction in the liberated areas. It is developing agriculture, setting up
handicraft industries and building roads. It has set up hospitals, clinics and
schools. It has established close revolutionary links with revolutionary
organizations in Palestine, Oman, South and North Yemen and Ethiopia.

The first congress of the EPLF was convened at a time when the situation at
home and abroad is excellent, at a time when the liberation forces control 95% of
the country and the enemy is huddled in his fortified camps in the cities; at a time
when the EPLF enjoys great prestige among the masses, at a time when the
reactionary Sabbe clique has been exposed and forced out of the EPLF, at a time
when the Eritrean struggle is gaining increasing support among the revolutionary
peoples of the world.

The successful conclusion of EPLF’s congress, the active participation of
delegates from the formidable EPLF’s people’s army and the mass organizations
of workers, peasants, women, youth and students and the revolutionary program
and resolutions adopted underline the fact that the scale has tipped decisively in
favor of the thoroughgoing revolutionary forces in the Eritrean struggle.

While the situation is excellent, reactionaries at home and abroad are leaving
no stone unturned in their effort to reverse the irreversible trend of independence,
liberation and revolution in Eritrea. The fascist Ethiopian Junta with the
sophisticated weapons of the U.S. imperialists and the ‘‘expert’’ training of the
Israeli Zionists, alternately uses brute violence and deceptive tricks to bring the
struggle to heel. The reactionary Osman Sabbe clique, long forced out of the
EPLF, continues to squander money and material collected in the EPLF’s name,
in its vain attempt to rig up a reactionary ‘‘third force.”” The ELF leaders have
recognized the Sabbe clique, and the two, with the active support of certain Arab
countries, are working feverishly to isolate the EPLF and impose on it a sham and
unprincipled merger.

The struggle ahead is arduous and complicated, but the future is infinitely
bright. The first congtress of the EPLF has illuminated the path forward: Persist on
the road of protracted people’s war! Struggle for principled national unity!
Organize, politicize and arm the masses! Struggle for self-reliant reconstruction
of the liberated areas!

The first congress of the EPLF is bound to have a decisive influence on the

further development of the Eritrean struggle and the revolutionary struggle in the
region. It will further consolidate the positior\l of the revolutionary and truly
patriotic forces in the Eritrean struggle. The implementation of the guidelines and
priority tasks that it has put forth will definitely advance the inevitable
establishment of a revolutionary people’s democratic Eritrea, dealing a heavy
blow to imperialist-Zionist interests in the strategic Horn of Africa-Middle East
region. O

HAIL THE HISTORIC FIRST CONGRESS OF THE EPLF!
LONG LIVE THE EPLF, REVOLUTIONARY VANGUARD OF THE ERITREAN
PEOPLE!!

Excerpts from the

Declaration of EPLF Congress

Our masses and combatants,

At this historic juncture of our revolutionary struggle, the First Organizational
Congress of the EPLF was held on January 23-31, 1977, under the slogans:

— Struggle to build a National Democratic Front through the United Front!

— Struggle for the economic and social development of the liberated areas!

— Organize, politicize and arm the masses to fulfill the tasks of the national
democratic revoluion!

Our Masses and Combatants,

The Organizational Congress of the EPLF, held at a time when imperialism and
colonialism are hatching new conspiracies against the Eritrean revolution, has
come to express the Eritrean people’s revolutionary movement in its historic
advance. Its coming after 15 years of arduous struggle ascertains one thing. That
the Eritrean people are scoring great victories as they advance along the
revolutionary path in the face of the fascist atrocities of Ethiopian colonialism and
the tightening alliances of domestic reaction in its constant strivings to divide the
Eritrean people, break up the Eritrean family and snatch away the people’s
victory.

The alliance of reactionaries has obstructed the programs that could have
pushed our movement forward. The long struggle waged and the great price paid
as well as the sacrifice made by the EPLF to disseminate revolutionary ideology
and clarify the line of the national democratic revolution have made this congress
possible.




EPLF cadre on a cultural show.

Our Determined People,

The six months’ preparations accompanied by military operations scoring
brilliant victories have made it possible to hold the Organizational Congress which
has studied the developments since the formation of the EPLF and, taking the
polical, economic, military and organizational report presented by the EPLF
leadership as a basis, studied and discussed the Eritrean revolution in general
and the EPLF in particular. Furthermore, it analyzed the present world and
national political conditions, studied the internal (field) and external situation
and, after extensive discussions, unanimously approved the Front’s programme
and constitution drafted by the Preparatory Committee.

Our masses and combatants,

A matter which took a long time and received the special attention of our
Congress is the question of national unity. After hearing the comprehensive
report of the Dialogue Committee concerning its meetings and endeavours with
the Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) conducted for various purposes, in many
places and considering all reports pertaining to national unity, it passed
appropriate resolutions. In order to bring about a correct resolution compatible
with the interests of our people, the congress called upon the ELF to open its doors
to democratic dialogue with the EPLF. Besides, the Congress called upon the
Central Committee to incessantly strive to create favourable conditions for the
dialogue and discussions to be conducted with the ELF.

Bearing in mind the present conditions created by the ex-Foreign Mission, it

extensively discussed the experience of the EPLF with these reactionary elements
from the very beginning. It analyzed in detail all the disruptive activities that the
ex-Foreign Mission has been carrying out under the slogan of ‘‘National Unity’’
and the *‘Khartoum Agreement,’’ and reiterated the correctness of the EPLF’s
stand pertaining to these reactionary and destructive elements.

The Congress discussed the position of the Ethiopian military regime (Dergue)
concerning peaceful solution. It rejected the ‘‘peaceful solution” proposed to
settle our people’s case according to the dictates of Ethiopia and reaffirmed the
correctness of our Organization’s stand on this question. Furthermore, it outlined
the basic preconditions for convening a meeting for dialogue. It also reiterated
that the EPLF will not start any dialogue with Ethiopia without the participation of
the ELF.

The Congress, having studied the economic, social and military report
presented by the EPLF leadership, summed up our organization’s revolutionary
victories in these areas and attested to the correctness of the EPLF’s revolutionary
line.

Finally, after a detailed discussion of our organization’s relations with
liberation movements, governments and organizations, it reaffirmed its clear
stand on the side of the forces of liberation and progress. Furthermore, it called




Eth. $200,000 worth of enemy medical supplies captured by
heroic EPLF combatants.

upon the newly elected Central Committee to consolidate and expand the
revolutionary relations that exist with the forces of liberation and progress as well
as friendly governments that stand on the side of the just struggle of our people.

The Congress elected the 37-member Central Committee, the Political Bureau
and the General Secretary of the EPLF.

The Congress, while expressing its gratitude to all forces supporting the just
struggle of the Eritrean people, conveys its happiness and pride to the combatants
of the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front who scored victory after victory in the
battles waged before and during the procession of the organizational
Congress. O

Long Live Our People’s Struggle for National Independence and Liberation!
Down with Imperialism, Zionism and Colonialism!
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The First Organizational Congress

of the Eritrean People’s Liberation Forces

RESOLUTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The First Organizational Congress of the Eritrean People’s Liberation Forces
was held in the liberated areas on January 23-31, 1977. Besides dealing with
various organizational, political, economic, military and social questions, the
Congress deliberated on important matters concerning the Eritrean revolution in
particular and the world situation in general. Delegations from six governments
as well as several liberation movements and progressive parties from around our
region and other parts of the world attended the Congress. The Congress passed
the following resolutions:

ON THE ORGANIZATIONAL FIELD

a) Programme — The Congress, after extensive discussion, unanimously
approved the Draft National Democratic Programme drafted by the Preparatory
Committee as the programme of the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (EPLF).

b) Constitution — The Congress, after sufficient discussion, unanimously
approved the Draft Constitution drafted by the Preparatory Committee to be the
constitution of the Organization.

¢) Change of Organizational Name. The Congress, after studying the past
experience of the Eritrean People’s Liberation Forces and considering its present
stage of development, unanimously resolved to change the name from the
Eritrean People’s Liberation Force (EPLF) to the Eritrean People’s Liberation
Front (EPLF).

d) Insignia and Flag of the Orxganization.

1. The Congress, in order to symbolize the role of the peasantry in the
revolution and the consolidation of the unity of the nine Eritrean nationalities in
the armed struggle, unanimously resolved to change the insignia of the Eritrean
People’s Liberation Forces, replacing the gun by a plough and making the number
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of bullets nine. This shall be the insignia of the Eritrean People’s Liberation
Front.

2. The Congress unanimously resolved for the Eritrean People’s Liberation
Front to have its own flag to be raised alongisde the Eritrean flag in all EPLF
bases. The flag consists of green, red and blue triangles from top down with a
golden star on the red triangle.

e) Organ of the Organization. The Congress resolved that the monthly journal,
Merih (Vanguard) be the official organ of the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front.

f) Leadership of the Organization. The Congress elected a 43-member Central
Committee (37 permanent and 6 alternate members) vested with the highest
authority for the two years between the two Congresses. The Political Bureau, the
Secretary General and the Assistant Secretary General of the organization were
also elected from among the Central Committee.

ONTHE POLITICAL FIELD

a) The Question of National Unity. After studying the development of the
political conditions of the two organizations in the Eritrean field as regards the
question of national unity, discussing the campaign of slander and swindles
conducted against the EPLF ever since the signing of the ‘‘Khartoum
Agreement’’ by the Eritrean Liberation Front and the ex-Foreign Mission, and
reviewing the resultant obstacles to democratic dialogue, the Congress, in order
to correctly bring about genuine unity, unanimously resolved as follows:

— Since National Unity is the guarantee for out people’s independence and
liberation, it is one of the great objectives which our organization fights for. Thus,
the Congress invites the Eritrean Liberation Front to begin democratic dialogue
with the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front.

— Convcinced that the united front is the transitional stage which
guarantees the attainment of the genuine unity of the two fronts and enables the
realization of the EPLF’s strategic objective of establishing one revolutionary,
democratic organization, the Congress outlined the minimum program for a
united front. It entrusted the Central Committee with the responsibility of dealing
with the question of dialogue and unity.

b) On ex-Foreign Mission. Whereas the ex-Foreign Mission besides trying to
divide the Eritrean People along tribal, provincial, nationality, religious, etc.,
lines in order to create a reactionary force that is antidemocratic, anti-liberation
and anti-national unity has been squandering the material resources which
friendly governments and organizations have given in support of the Eritrean
revolution in general and our organization in particular, the Congress strongly
condemns the reactionary and anti-national line of the ex-Foreign Mission,
opposes its destructive activities, and reaffirms that the Eritrean revolution shall
settle accounts with it.

¢) On ‘‘Peaceful Solution.”” Whereas the Dergue’s (Ethiopian military regime)
proposed nine policy for ‘‘peaceful solution’’:

1. Rejects the right of the Eritrean people to self determination and
independence.
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2. Does not accept that the two fronts, the ELF and EPLF, are the legitimate
representatives of the Eritrean people,

3. Has been designed to create division within the Eritrean revolution, and

4. Is a plot aimed at isolating the Eritrean revoltution from its real friends,

The EPLF rejects and opposes the Dergue’s conspiratorial ‘‘peaceful solution.”’
Our view on peaceful solution is that the EPLF is prepared to enter into discussion

for a peaceful solution when colonialist Ehiopia:
1. Recognizes the right ot the Eritreau people to self-determination and

independence.

2. Recognizes the two fronts, the EPLF and ELF, as the only legitimate
representatives of the Eritrean people; and

3. Agrees that the dialogue be conducted on the international forum of the
United Nations.
However, the EPLF shall not enter into any discussion without the participation of
the ELF.

d) On Liberation Movements in Africa and the World.

— The Congress reaffirms its support to the forces of liberation and progress
throughout the world in general and Africa, Asia and Latin America in particular.

— Condemns and opposes the system of oppression and racial
discrimination in southern Africa—Zimbabwe, Namibia, Azania—and fully
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supports the just popular struggles being waged against it.

— Realffirms its support for the democratic and revolutionary movements in
Ethiopia fighting against the Dergue’s fascist regime.

— Supports the just struggle of the people of Djibouti and condemns the
conspiracy being woven to deny them their right to self-determination.

— Expresses its solidarity with the revolutionary organizations which sent
their delegations, messages or telegrams honoring the invitations extended to
them.

— Supports the just struggle of the people of East Timor for national
independence.

e) On the Struggle of the Arab Peoples. The Congress extends:

— Its unlimited support for the Palestinian people to determine their own
destiny and establish a democratic state.

— Supports the struggle of the Omani people led by the People’s Front for
the Liberation of Oman (PFLO) and condemns Iranian aggression against the land
and people of Oman.

— Supports the struggle of the patriotic and progressive forces in Lebanon
against the reactionary right.

— Supports the struggle of the people of Western Sahara for national
independece.

f) On Friendly Countries. The Congress extends its appreciation to all friendly
states which support the just struggle of the Eritrean people for national
independence and liberation in general and the EPLF in particular. It also conveys
its gratitude to the states which expressed their support for our just struggle by
sending delegations to the Congress and urges them to increase their support in
the future.

ON THE SOCIAL FIELD

The Congress, after extensive study and discussion of social issues in general
and the question of marriage in particular, passed the following resolutions
concerning the marriage of fighters:

a) Marriage shall be permissible for EPLF fighters marrying civilians with the
approval of the Political Bureau and the fulfillment of the necessary
requirements.

b) The Central Committee shall set up a special committee to study the
question of marriage among fighters, promulgate revolutionary laws and make an
announcement through a declaration when the necessary conditions for its
implementation are satisfied.

4. ONTHE MILITARY FIELD

After sufficiently studying the past military experiences of the Front in general
and the strategy of liberating the land step by step in particular, the Congress
confirmed the correctness of this strategy and resolved that its continuation is
necessary for the victory of the people’s war.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

In concluding, the Congress called upon the Central Committee to give
importance to the active operations that must be carried out in the following
fields:

a) On the Political Field:

1) To give priority to and exert greater effort on the organization,
politicization and arming of the masses.

2) To give great importance to political work abroad and pursue it with the
necessary energy.
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3) To make the necessary effort to raise the consciousness and knowledge of
the masses of combatants. ‘

4) To provide for the greater organization and efficient functioning of the
Information and Propaganda Department so that it may provide the services
demanded of it.

b) On the Economic Field. Make all the necessary effort for the translation of
self-reliance into practice in all fields in order to achieve the necessary results.

¢) On the Medical Field. Carry out the necessary work and campaign to acquire
medicine, medical equipment and other essentials to provide the required
services.

d) On the Social Welfare Field. Make the necessary effort to create the
conditions for the return and resettlement of immigrants as well as the provision
of shelter and a self-reliant livelihood for the displaced; besides, conduct a
campaign to procure them the necessary assistance.

e) On the International Field. The Congress recommmended that the Central
Committee make a great effort to consolidate our existing strategic relations with
all Ibieration movements and progressive organizations as well as develop new
relations with revolutionary organizations, democratic states and the socialist
countries. O

EPLF mobile medical team treating the peasant masses.
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EPLF

Serving the Masseson the
M edical Front

The following article is a summary of a detailed report prepared by the EPLF.
The EPLF Medical Report has now been published here by the EFLNA [see ad on
P.23]. As the following article shows, the EPLF is scaling heights in the medical
field, as it is in many areas in the revolutionary transformation of Eritrean society.

EPLF SERVES THE MASSES ON THE MEDICAL FRONT

In the liberated areas of Eritrea, the Eritrean Peoples Liberation Front (EPLF)
is providing extensive medical services to the people. The EPLF has set up four
hospitals, twenty stationary clinics and eleven mobile medical units. Substantial
medical services are also given by hundreds of field-trained ‘‘Squad Doctors,”’
very similar to China’s barefoot doctors. All the medical services of the EPLF are
provided free to the masses.

The health services of the EPLF which are preventive as well as curative and
range from lectures on elementary hygiene to complex operations, have won
wide acclaim from the masses. In the first half of 1976 alone, close to 500,000
people were treated in the EPLF’s hospitals, clinics and mobile units. They came
from all over the country, from the liberated areas as well as areas still under
occupation, even cities like Asmara. Some had to travel for days to get to an EPLF
health facility.

The EPLF is leading the masses not only to drive out the U.S.-Israeli backed
Ethiopian aggressors from the country and win national independence, but also to
build a new and democratic Eritrea, that serves the interests of the workers,
peasants and other oppressed people. The struggle the EPLF is waging to serve
the masses in the medical front is an integral part of this revolutionary struggle.
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GRAVE HEALTH CONDITIONS

As a direct result of decades of colonial and feudal oppression, the health
conditions of 95% of Eritrea’s population are extremely grave. Epidemics are
prevalent and take the lives of thousands every year. Malnutrition kills tens of
thousands of children. Many are deformed for the rest of their lives for lack of
elementary medical care.

The overwhelming majority of Eritrean peasants and herdsmen (about 80% of
the population) have never been treated by a doctor or seen a clinic or hospital.
The handful of health faciities in the country are mostly located in a few cities and
towns. Even these serve only the colonial officials (previously Italian and British,
now Ethiopian) and the Eritrean exploiting classes. The working people simply
cannot afford to use these facilities.

The genocidal policy and unparalleled brutality of the Ethiopian occupationists
has made the health condition of the Eritrean masses extremely critical. The
Ethiopian aggressors poison water-wells, burn crops and savagely bomb the
countryside, giving rise to hundreds of thousands of people who desperately need
medical attention. At the same time, under the false pretext of security, they have
closed the few clinics in the countryside and discontinued the little malaria
eradication service that was being provided under U.N. sponsorship. In the urban
areas, they have forced the hospitals to run at half or less than half of their full
capacity, reserved some exclusively for the treatment of their badly battered
aggressor troops and taken most of their medical staff out of Eritrea.

Today, the Ethiopian occupationist regime provides virtually no medical
services to the Eritrean people. As the genuine representative of the interests and
asprirations of the toiling masses, the EPLF has taken up the task of serving the
extensive medical needs of the people, and primarily of the workers, peasants and
herdsmen.

EPLF’S MEDICAL SERVICES

The medical services of the EPLF have grown and expanded rapidly. Three
years ago, the EPLF had only one clinic, a meager staff and primitive equipment.
It could do very little to serve the crying needs of the masses. Its wounded
combatants had to be taken out of the country for treatment. Many heroes
wounded in battle died for lack of quick and effective treatment.

Today, the EPLF has built a multi-faceted medical network. It has set up four
hospitals with a total capacity of 1,392 beds and equipped with operation theatres,
modest laboratories and X-ray machines. The central hospital located in the
EPLF’s main base area can accomodate 500 patients at a time and has four major
wards—medical, surgical, pediatric and obstetrics, as well as a 60-bed TB unit, a
60-bed orthopedic and physiotherapy unit and a 15-bed fistula unit.

The four EPLF hospitals take in patients from all corners of the country—some
of which are referred by the other units of the EPLF’s medical network. Nearly
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An elderly peasant woman receives treatment from an EPLF medic.

18,000 inpatients attended the EPLF’s hospitals in the first half of 1976. One of the
factors of rapid patient increase in the hospitals has been the excellent surgical
practices of EPLF’s conscious medical team. On the first half of 1976, the
hospitals performed close to 2,000 operations, 382 of which were major operations,
with gratifying results. Except for those requiring highly specialized surgery,
almost all battle casualties (99.1 %) now recieve prompt and effective treatment in
the hospitals in the fast consolidating liberated areas.

In addition to the four hospitals, the EPLF has set up twenty stationary clinics
located strategically in the liberated and semi-liberated areas. These clinics,
which are attached to army battalions, form an important screening point of
patients for the major hospitals. They handle cases referred to them by the
““Squad Doctors”” from all units and squadrons. In addition to their overloaded
outpatient services, the clinics have an average of twenty beds each for inpatient
treatment of simple medical cases and deliveries. During the first six months of
1976, about 300,000 patients were treated in these clinics. More than a third of
which were malaria or anemia cases.

Another important dimension of the EPLF’s effort to serve the masses in the
medical field is the service provided by the armed mobile medical teams. These
teams, which are highly popular among the masses, travel on foot over
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mountains, rivers, windy highlands and scorching lowlands carrying bags of
drugs on their backs to serve the people. :

A mobile team which travels two to six hours a day, covers twenty to thirty
villages a month. Statistical data show that these teams see up to four hundred
people daily, mostly in remote and inaccessible places where the people bad never
recieved modern medical treatment. The services these teams provide are both
curative and preventive. They conduct medical studies to control diseases and are
alert to fresh recurrence of epidemics. The disease prevention campaign they are
waging includes extensive vaccination programs. Right now they are waging a
campaign to vaccinate 100,000 people against BCG around the national base area.

The EPLF is constantly striving to expand its medical services so as to serve the
masses in all corners of the country. Hence it has given paramount importance to
the training of medically skilled people. Taking into account the present
revolutionary situation in Eritrea and in line with the EPLF’s principle of
self-reliance, two levels of medical training programs have been started. The first
level, which trains the ‘‘Squad Doctors,”’ is a three month intensive course on the
most common diseases in Eritrea, first aid and basic nursing procedures.

From those who have taken the elementary program and served for at least two
years, people are selected to attend the intermediate medical education. This
six-month traiﬁing program, while stressing on common diseases, is more

FHES -
An EPLF nurse on lab work.
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EPLF medic treating a wound.

comprehensive, covering medicine, surgery, pediatrics, and gynecology and
obstetrics. Emphasis is made on history takings and physical examination, so that
the students can work later independently. Those who finish are assigned to head
clinics or mobile teams.

Both courses are taught in native languages, which has facilitated the students’
learning capacity. Great efforts are being made to translate and adopt foreign
medical textbooks, and prepare medical books suitable to the Eritrean conditions.

Since 1975, 500 fighters and civilians have finished the first level trainirig and
some the middle level. With the sizable number of medically skilled people (12
doctors, 67 nurses, 80 practical nurses, 15 pharmacists, 8 lab technicians, etc.)
who have joined the EPLF since 1974, there is relatively no acute shortage of
trained personnel.

The most serious problem hampering the further expansion of the EPLF’s
health services is the acute shortage of medicine and medical supplies. Following
EPLF’s principle of self-reliance, the medical personnel have prepared certain
basic medicines (cough syrup, ointments, antiseptics) from locally available
materials. The EPLF’s heroic peoples army has also made daring attacks on the
enemy’s lairs to capture medicine and medical equipment. In just one mission in
September 1976, the EPLF army captured US $100,000 worth of drugs and
medical equipment from the enemy’s central medical store in Asmara.

Needless to say, these efforts have not been able to meet the growing needs of
the masses, who continue to flock to the EPLF’s medical services.
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REVOLUTIONARY LINE INMEDICAL WORK

The EPLF’s struggle to serve the masses on the medical front is a concrete
application of its revolutionary political line. As in other fields of revolutionary
struggle, politics is primary in the medical work of the EPLF. The Front’s medical
personnel, from surgeons to the ‘‘Squad Doctors,’” are given political as well as
military training before they join the medical department. Political education is
continuous and regular criticism and self-criticism sessions are held.

The question of whom to serve is key in the health services of the EPLF. The
health facilities of the successive colonial powers only served the colonial officials
and Eritrean exploiting classes. The EPLF’s health facilities serve the broad
masses and primarily the peasants, workers and herdsmen.

The medical department strives to implement the EPLF’s principle of
self-reliance, i.e. reliance on the toiling masses and the resources of the country.
In every village they visit, the mobile medical teams explain elementary
principles of hygience to the masses. Recently, the medical department has also
started the publication of a bi-monthly newsletter, Tchura Teena (Ray of Health),
to combat superstitution and disseminate elementary medical knowledge among
the masses. The EPLF has also taken up the task of training hundreds of medical
personnel so as to serve the masses in all corners of the country.

Besides EPLF combatants, members of the mass organizations have been
selected for this training. As part of its self-reliant efforts, the EPLF has started
preparing basic medicines from local raw materials. Efforts are also being made
to develop traditional medicine and integrate it with modern medicine.

The EPLF’s medical work also reflects the Front’s internationalist line. Despite
limited resources, the EPLF has trained medical personnel for revolutionary
Ethiopian organizations such as the Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Party
(EPRP) and Tigrai Peoples Liberation Front (TPLF). In line with EPLF’s policy of
humane treatment of prisoners of war, captured Ethiopian soldiers receive the
same treatment in the same wards as EPLF combatants and the Eritrean masses.
In May 1976, scores of Ethiopian peasants, victims of the Junta’s infamous
‘‘peasant march,”” were treated in the EPLF’s health facilities, many for the first
time in their life.

The struggle of the EPLF to serve the masses in the medical front and the
revolutionary line it follows in this work is one more proof that the EPLF is the
genuine representative and vanguard of the oppressed Eritrean masses. ([

22

EPLF

Serving the Masses on the
Medical Front

EPLF's Medical Report, October 1976, is now available in pampiet form

from EFLNA for 25¢.
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an impregnable rear for the revolutionary advance in other areas. In the liberated
countryside of Sahel, asin all liberated areas, the EPLF is successfully waging the
struggle to transform the society by destroying the feudo-colonial relations and
building cells of the new democratic society. The EPLF is actively engaged in
organizing the masses, setting up people’s assemblies, people’s militia and
establishing new schools, hospitals and clinics to serve the masses.
The offensive to encircle and wipe out the last of the enemy bases in Sahel
began on September 17, 1976 when a battalion of the EPLF, which had encircled
Nacfa, the provincial capital, launched a powerful attack on the four militar
The Stﬂlggle for 1 camps inside the town. b Y
For three consecutive days, the EPLF fighters shelled the enemy camps with
heavy gun fire. Several enemy jet fighters, up to eight at a time, bombarded the
o o area in order to save their embattled troops in the camps, but were unable to tilt
the leel' atlon Of the WhOle Of Sahel the balance in their favor. Within the ﬁrst 3 days along, 3 jet fighters were shot
down, 152 soldiers killed and 100 wounded.
On September 22, 1976, the Ethiopian junta dispatched 24 helicopters full of
reinforcement troops (700 paratroopers and units of the Israeli zionist trained
‘Nebelbal’ Flame Brigade). They landed on Naro, 10 miles south of Nacfa, hoping
to divert the EPLF from its concentrated attack on Nacfa.
The EPLF was ready for their maneuvers and laid an ambush for the

Sahel, the northern province of Eritrea, has become the scene of major battles
between the EPLF’s people’s army and the Ethiopian occupationist troops. The
EPLF has launched a powerful offensive to liberate the whole of Sahel province,
while the Ethiopian aggressors are desperately maneuvering to maintain their
precarious presence in the province.

Sahel is very significant in the history of the Eritrean revolution. It was in Sahel
that the EPLF built its first permanent base (Bilikat) in 1972. It was here that the
progressive and democratic forces that were forced to split from the ELF united
and struggled to build a revolutionary people’s army to lead the national
liberation struggle. It was in Sahel that the EPLF’s revolutionary political line was
first enunciated.

From its base in Sahel, the EPLF, having provided military and political 1
training for its militants, set up training facilities for new recruits, hospitals to
treat the wounded, an information department to publish the organs of the front,
workshops to produce and repair various gadgets, expanded step by step and \
liberated large areas of the country.

The Ethiopian occupationists who realized the threat from the growth and
consolidation of the EPLF set out to crush it with their massive military forces. In
December 1973, the Ethiopian feudo-fascist regime dispatched over 11,000 troops
and launched a ferocious land, sea and air attack in an effort to smash the EPLF’s
revolutionary base area in Sahel. After 15 days of fierce battle, the EPLF
heroically and decisively repulsed the aggressor troops, inflicting heavy
casualties on them and successfully defending their base area. The EPLF was

even able to expand and build revolutionary base areas further into the other
provinces. EPLF fighters lower the Ethiopian flag, signifying the end of Ethiopia’s
occupation of Karora.

Today, the whole of Sahel, except for two tottering enemy outposts, has become
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The ERitrean national flag raised and fluttering in the middle of liberated Karora.

disembarking troops, wiping out several of them. Bombarding the enemy troops
with heavy gunfire, the EPLF blocked them from making any advance. After
several days battle, the 700th man was annihilated with 112 of them captured.
Five enemy planes were shot down, numerous weapons and ammunition were
also seized.

With the victory at Naro, the EPLF focused its atack on Nacfa once again. The
EPLF intensified the attacks on the military camps, soon destroying three of the
four military camps inside Nacfa. The occupationist troops were completely
helpless, with no reinforcement and their food supply dwindling.

In November 1976, the Ethiopian junta in a desperate move mustered its
battle-fit troops from all over Eritrea to reinforce the besieged troops at Nacfa.
Fearing dissidence within the army, the junta promised the troops that with the
accomplishment of this mission they would receive three months advance pay
and three months vacation. Thus, 4,000 troops set out in a convoy towards Nacfa
escorted by tanks and planes. What ensued was the fierce battle at Anseba (near
Keren) where the enemy convoy met with a strong wall of EPLF fighters blocking
its path to Nacfa.

Two battalions of the EPLF surrounded the convoy on all sides—blocking the
small pathway out of Keren—and bombarded the enemy troops with heavy
gunfire. Despite their might of tanks, planes, etc., the Ethiopian aggressor troops
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could not advance. After several weeks of fighting and after suffering heavy
human and material losses, the entire convoy fled and retreated back to Keren,
where they remain to this day.

The enemy troops at Nacfa, huddled in underground shelter in their single
remaining camp, are in a hopeless plight. With their reinforcement cut off
hundreds of miles away, the air supplies dwindling, their morale is totally
crushed. They can’t even step out of their shelters surrounded as they are on all
sides by land mines which they planted to ‘‘protect”” themselves from the
liberation fighters.

Even this ‘‘protective’’ shield is fast vanishing as EPLF engineering units have
already dismantled over 500 mines which they are now using to lay ambushes for
the enemy in other areas.

As the situation is getting constantly worse for the besieged troops in Nacfa, the
junta “‘decided to temporarily shift’’ the capital from Nacfa to Afabet, a town 50
miles south of Nacfa. However, the Ethiopian occupationists will not fare any
better in Afabet for they, too, are encircled by another EPLF battalion which is
constantly bombarding their camp.

The Ethiopian occupation troops in Nacfa and Afabet are bound the same fate
as did the enemy troops at Karora, the military post at the Sudanese-Eritrean
border, in the north.

Nacfa — the provincial capital of Sahel; Eritrea is presently under seige by EPLF
fighters.
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EPLF fighters had encircled Karora for several months, when in early January
1977 they launched an attack on the military post. On January 6, 1977, the
besieged troops unable to maintain their hold despite air support, fled across the
border and surrendered to the Sudanese authorities. Today Karora is liberated.
The Eritrean national flag fluttering in the middle of the previous Ethiopian post
symbolizes the fate that awaits all the remaining enemy bases in Eritrea.

Meanwhile, Nacfa has become an important source of food and ammunition for
the EPLF. In a single week in December 1976, the EPLF captured 17 parachutes
full of supplies dropped by Ethiopian planes for their besieged troops in Nacfa.
The EPLF is not even shooting at the helicopters flying over Nacfa anymore.
“Why should we?’’ explained a member of the EPLF central committee, ‘“The
helicopters are causing us no harm. They are merely bringing us food and
ammunition.”’

The siege of Nacfa, the victory at Naro, the liberation of Karora, and the
encirclement of Afabet, cleatly show that the whole of Sahel will be liberated soon
and become the forerunner of the inevitable liberation of the entire Eritrea. 0

Wheels of a downed U.S. plane supplied to the Ethiopian Junta.
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From the Pages of VANGUARD

The following is a recent translation from the monthly EPLF journal, Vanguard.
Liberation will print translations of insightful articles from the various EPLF
pubications in this regular column. The article included here appeared in
Vanguard in late 1976. FLFNA is responsible for errors that may occur in
translation.

The Present Stage

of our Revolution and Its Orientation

The struggle that the oppressed people of Eritrea have been and are still
waging with the method of peoples’ war is essentially directed against foreign
domination. Our fathers fought to destroy the colonial domination of the Turks,
Egyptians, Italians and the British. The resistance we are putting up today is to
smash the colonial system of expansionist Ethiopia. Qur revolution unwaveringly
fights to destroy imperialist exploitation and domination. We are fighting for the
unity of the various nationalities and social groups, of men and women in the
struggle.

Guided by a clear proletarian ideology, our revolution is waging a decisive
struggle against all those who are against the unity of the masses, against
progress. Our fight is also against all forms of feudal culture and reactionary
bourgeois ideology. As our revolution represents the interest of the Eritrean
masses, it is waging a resolute revolutionary struggle against internal reaction
and opportunism of various shades.

Despite the inevitable ups and downs that the revolution has to go through and
the human sacrifices that this entails, the objective conditions inside Eritrea, the
surrounding region and the rest of the world, assert that the fruits of our struggle
will culminate in the victory of the oppressed people of Eritrea.
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FAVORABLE REVOLUTIONARY SITUATION IN ERITREA

Atthis stage, except for a few reactionaries and traitors whose interest is linked
with colonialism and imperialist exploitation, the broad masses of Eritrea—both
inside and outside the country—are allying themselves with the revolution and
are devoting all their resources and creativity to advance the national democratic
revolution to its final phase. The active participation of the masses in our
revolution is not due to emotional reasons but as a result of a conscious
understanding of the necessity of waging protracted people’s war to attain
liberation.

Indeed, at this time, the motive forces of our revolution conscious of their
responsibilities are actively participating in the National Democratic Revolution.
This is also the time in which reactionary ideology and tendencies that are against
progress and unity are evaporating from the midst of our society, and are being
replaced by a revolutionary and scientific ideology. The dislike for and prejudice
against work and workers is gradually being uprooted. The place of labour as the
only respected task of human activity and the fact that those who labour are the
makers of history is being ascertained. Conscious of this and in order to achieve
self-sufficiency and guarantee the victory of the revolution, our fighters and
people are engaged in production, in political as well as armed struggles.

Social and political relationships based on domination and favoratism are
slowly being uprooted, giving way to relations based on democracy and equality.
Economic relationships founded on exploitation and theft are gradually
disintegrating and are being replaced by relationships based on collective work
and mutual cooperation. In short, one sees a process of dissolution of the old
oppressive and exploitative society and at the same time the emergency of a new
and progressive one.

This achievement is the fruit of the stubborn political, economic, social, military
and ideological struggles waged by our vanguard front, the democratic forces and
mass organizations. These developments correspond to the level of destruction
being inflicted upon the colonial expansionists and imperialist oppressors in our
country. On the whole, these basic changes have been gradually translated into
action in the liberated areas and have received wide acceptance from the masses
in areas still under the control of the enemy forces and those forced to stay outside
the country. Thus, the Eritrean people are prepared to fundamentally transform
the society, and have attained great success in building the foundations for such a
transformation. It becomes clear then that with the guidance of the vanguard
organization and the sacrifices of the masses, our revolution will expand in width
and deepen its roots.

As stated above, the colonized Eritrean people have a long history of strong
resistance to foreign domination. But why has it taken so long to attain victory? On
the one hand, there were and still are strong suppressive forces and intricate
treachery and conspiracy machinations of colonialist and imperialist forces with
local reactionary classes. Onthe other hand, there was an absence of an organized
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Israeli bombs supplied to Ethiopia used to bombard Eritreans.

vanguard that could correctly mobilize and organize the masses and guide them in
struggle. This was the determining factor that caused our struggle to grope in the
dark. As aresult of the correct and resolute internal struggle waged by the masses
and democratic forces, the EPLF was formed in 1970, bringing the period of
confusion to an end: Today the torch lighted by the EPLF leads the masses on the
road to victory.

Learning from the revolutionary experience of the masses, its own bitter
struggle and that of the world revolution, the EPLF is leading the new democratic
revolution. The EPLF unites all nationalities and sexes, organizes all
anti-colonial, anti-imperialist classes and social forces and struggles to raise their
political consciousness. The EPLF scientifically analyzes the internal and
external, the long-term and short-term enemies of the revolution and engagees in
struggle with well-studied strategy and tactics. Conscious of its internationalist
duty, the EPLF cements its ties and works together with the basic allies of the
revolution. Without compromising its prinicples and employing tactics
appropriate to each particular stage, it works with temporary allies of the
revolution. These are the reasons why the mass of our fighters and the people of
Eritrea say that the guarantee for the victory of the revolution is the consolidation
and development of the revolutionary EPLF.
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DETERIORATING SITUATION IN THE ENEMY CAMP

Today, one observes a general trend of downfall and defeat of colonialist and
imperialist forces in our country. The political, military and economic structure of
the enemy is being dismantled by the oppressed masses of Eritrea. It is the
masses themselves that are bringing revolutionary transformation of Eritrean
society, and it is impossible for any reactionary force to succeed in subjugating
and exploiting the people.

The Eritrean people are not shaken by the glitter of the enemy’s military
hardware. The oppressed people of Eritrea do not submit to the economic
pressure of the colonial regime and the imperialist monopolies nor are they to be
duped by any neocolonial conspiracy. The masses are determined to reach their
goal of independence and liberation by persisting in the armed struggle.
Although the enemy has a temporary material superiority, its morale has been
sapped, its movement disrupted and its offensive position overtaken by the
revolution. The liberation forces attack the enemy at the day and hour of their
choosing, inflicting heavy losses in men and material. Large quantities of
captured weapons and materials are put at the service of the revolution, while
items difficult to transport are destroyed on the spot.

The enemy bases are falling one after another, their economic and military
structure coming under the control of the fighters and the people. By disrupting
communications between the various camps, the fighters isolate the enemy. The
usually destructive ground forces of the enemy have become a thing of the past in
the countryside, where their movement is constantly checked. Hence, the
revolutionary activities of our people’s army has forced the enemy to rely only on
aerial reinforcements in attempts to save besieged areas. Despite the extensive
supply of arms, money and the advice it gets from the imperialists, the colonial
regime, faced with the mounting waves of people’s revolution, is nothing but a
slowly dying beast,

For all practical purposes the colonial economic structure has lost its contact
with the Eritrean countryside. The people in the countryside are engaged in
production with a capacity that is adequate to satisfy their needs and that of the
revolution. In the cities, in opposition to the enemies’ economic pressure and
oppression, the Eritrean revolution has mobilized the workers, handicraftsmen,
small merchants, etc. to sabotage the economic life of the colonial system. Thus,
in most factories, production is at a standstill, import-export activities and market
exchanges have been held back. The effect of this is that Ethiopian revenues have
been drastically cut, and the subsidiaries of imperialist monopolies have closed
down. The general situation is such that with the development and consolidation
of the revolution, the economic resources of Eritrea have been withdrawn from the
enemy and put at the disposal and control of its oppressed people. The
continuation of this trend is guaranteed by the determination and self-sacrifice of
the popular masses in the armed struggle,

The petty-bourgeois, opportunist group holding the reign of power in Ethiopia
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believes in the philosophy of ‘‘Greater Ethiopia’’ and Amhara supremacy. To
quench its economic, strategic and political thirst and maintain the interest of
imperialist monopolies, it has vowed to continue its colonial policy and war of
aggression in Eritrea. Nevertheless, the strengthened popular resistance of the
Eritrean people is not only going to shatter its colonial hold in Eritrea but it is also
shaking the foundation of the exploitative system within Ethiopian society.
Learning from the struggle of the oppressed peoples of Eritrea, the Ethiopian
masses are rising to struggle with great energy. Despite the Junta’s attempt tp
employ tactics to hide its true nature, in Ethiopia and the international arena, it
has long been exposed among the Ethiopian masses and all peace loving peoples
of the world. Ethiopian workers, peasants and students are engaged in various
forms of struggle. The problems of lack of leadership and organization are being
solved. The democratic forces within the Ethiopian military have voiced their
demand for a democratic peoples government in Ethiopia, and for the right of the
Eritrean people to self-determination. The different subjugated nationalities in
Ethiopia have resorted to revolutionary struggle to resolve the national question.
The war of aggression in Eritrea is maintained only at the expense of and costly
price paid by the toiling Ethiopian masses who are faced with a worsening state (')f
poverty and hunger. The present condition in Ethiopia is such that cconomic
production is low, size of imported goods decreasing, business transaction
stagnant, taxes levied by the fascist government are high and unemployment
rampant. This is nothing other than a complete economic ruin. It is unthinkable to
bring about a healthy economic life in Ethiopia without disbanding the colonial
system in Eritrea and the oppressive and exploitative structure in Ethiopia.

Iy

The engine of a downed U.S.-made enemy plane.
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Although U.S. and other imperialist aid to Ethiopia will contiriue, it will by no
means save the colonial system from its final destruction. The political
consciousness, moral strength, the aspiration for freedom and the preparedness
for struggle and sacrifice of the Eritrean masses outweighs the enemey's wealth,
weapons and thirst for expansion. This is why in the final analysis, defeat
becomes the sure and only harvest of colonialists and imperialists.

THE REVOLUTIONARY SITUATION IN THE WORLD

The present international situation is such that it facilitates the downfall of
Ethiopian colonialism and imperialist domination, and helps the consolidation of
the victory of the oppressed peoples of Eritrea. Today, we see the crushing
defeats of imperialist forces and their reactionary lackeys in the hands of the
revolutionary resistance of the oppressed peoples of the world. Peoples’s
revoltuions in Vietnam, Laso, Cambodiea, Guinea-Bissau and Mozambique have
already achieved victories. Similarly, the anti-colonial, anti-imperialist,
anti-reaction and anti-opportunist struggels of the oppressed peoples
of Eritrea, South Africa, Namibia, Zimbabwe, Western Sahara, Djibuti,
Palestine, Oman, etc. are heroically advancing toward inevitable victory.

Across the world, the proletarian struggle for socialism is in the process of
fulfilling its historic mission, and the just struggle to break the shackles of
neocolonialism in different parts of the world is not to be underestimated. The
socialist camp is strengthening its principled alliance with the oppressed peoples
of the world and supporting their struggle against colonialism and ex ploitation. In
such revolutionary internal and international conditions, victory belongs to the
just struggle of the Eritrean people who are sacrificing for independence,
liberation, progress and peace. O
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First Anniversary of the

Democratic Arab Republic of Sahara

The Polisario Front celebrated the first anniversary of the independence of the
Democratic Arab Republic of Sahara (DARS) on March 1977 in the liberated
areas. To hail the occasion, there were fifty representatives of countries,
liberation movements and democratic organizations present at the commemora-
tion. The Polisario Front was established on May 10, 1973 to wage armed struggle
against Spanish Colonialism and attain the liberation of the people of Sahara.
After a series of political and military defeats, Spain was forced to physically
withdraw from Sahara in 1976. However, in collusion with its imperialist masters,
Spain instigated the annexation of Sahara by Morrocco and Mauritania so as to
perpetuate the imperialist stranglehold on the country. To frustrate this scheme,
the Polisario Front declared the independence of the Democratic Arab Republic of
Sahara on February 27, 1976.

The Polisario Front has rallied the people of Sahara behind their new republic.
Its politicizing, organizing and arming of the masses is increasingly bearing fruit.
To consolidate its achievements, the Front held its third General Congress on
August 26-30, 1976, where it adopted a Constitution of the Saharan Arab
Democratic Republic, political manifesto and program of action. It also reiterated
to unswervingly continue the armed struggle until total victory.

On the military field, the Polisario Front has pinned down half of Morrocco’s
army in Sahara and has struck deep the interiors of Morrocco and Mauritania
inflicting heavy damages on the troops of the two aggressor countries. In about
one year it has killed, wounded or taken prisoner more than ten thousand
Morroccan and Mauritanian soldiers.

Polisario’s achievements on the diplomatic field is also gaining momentum.
Many members of the OAU have recognized the right to self-determination of the
Sahara people, and the liberation committee of the OAU has recognized the
Polisario Front as the only legitimate representative of the Sahara people.
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The tactics of imperialism in Sahara and Eritrea are similar. Both were
subjected to aggression and occupation by reactionary and backward neighboring
countries in the service of imperialism. In both cases futile attempts are made to
deny the just struggle of the peoples and their right to self-determination and
independence on the false pretexts that the issues concerned are the “‘internal
affairs’’ of Morrocco and Ethiopia. The struggles of the people of Sahara and
Eritrea are just, and like all just struggles, support each other. It is in light of this
that the Polisario at its first Congress in May 1973, extended its full support and
solidarity ‘‘with the struggling peoples of Palestine, Oman, Eritrea and Southern
Africa.”” For its part, the Eritrean Peoples Liberation Front strongly fights to
strengthen the anti-imperialist front and to solidify the strategic relationship
between the Eritrean people and the oppressed masses of the world. Hence, at its
first congress, the EPLF reaffirmed *‘its support to the forces of liberation and
progress throughout the world in general and Africa, Asia and Latin America in
particular.”’ It also resolved to support the struggle of the people of western
Sahara for national independence.

On the occasion of the first anniversary of the Democratic Arab Republic of
Sahara, EFLNA hails the fighting spirit and determination of the Sahara people
and expresses its resolute solidarity with Polisario.

To better acquaint our readers with the struggle of the Sahara people for
national independence, we are reprinting excerpts from a Merip interview with
Polisario representatives Mohammed Salem Quld Salek, Minister of Information,
and Hasen Ali. The full interview was printed in Merip no. 53, 1976.

First of all, what is the present military situation?

In order to understand the present situation, we must take a step backwards. As
you know, centuries ago, the Saharan people struggled against colonization
efforts by the Portuguese and the British. The people then struggled against
Spanish colonialism from 1894 until 1935 when they were finally beaten by a
French-Spanish coalition. Even then the people were not really vanquished.
Although Spain occupied the cities and towns, it could not control eighty per cent
of the land which was semi-desert and small villages. The armed struggle of the
present period began with old rifles which had been used then against the Spanish
and which had never really been put down.

After three years of renewed armed struggle, our people liberated nearly all of
the national territory from the grip of Spanish colonialism and obliged
international imperialism to change tactics. Spain had to depart and other
colonialists took its place: Morocco and Mauretania, who could pretend to have
legitimate territorial claims. Our country was subjected to another aggression.
Morocco and Mauretania invaded our country employing every kind of heavy
weapon as well as weapons proscribed by international law—napalm, gas,
chemicals—all were used against the civilian population. It was a war of genocide.
But it did not succeed because colonialists never take into account the
determination of the people.
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Morocco and Mauretania tried to occupy Sahara in a month, according to a plan
set out well in advance. The Spanish colluded with them, turning over one town
after another, providing them with intelligence, arms, and even provisions from
the Canary Islands. Morocco and Mauretania tried to seize all the territory, but
when they began to take certain posts, we encircled and attacked them. Since
Morocco and Mauretania had not respected the territorial intergrity and
sovereignty of our country, we began to carry out operations inside theirs: up to
1,500 km. inside Mauretania and up to 600 km. inside Morocco. In all war zones in
the past several months there have been six or seven operations carried out each
day. You are invited as a correspondent to come and see for yourself: to see the big
operations, to see the bodies on the field, to see the tanks and armored cars which
have been destroyed, the skeletons of vehicles and aircraft. In about one year,
more than ten thousand Moroccan and Mauretanian soldiers have been killed,
wounded or taken prisoner. And we have seized many arms. I don’t know the
number of tanks, but certainly thousands of trucks have been captured or
destroyed.

So now, on the field, enemy forces are encircled, supply routes are cut. We are
fighting Moroccans inside Mauretania, for Mauretania had a very small army of
only 2,600 before the war and had to call on the Moroccans for help. But neither
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the Mauretanian people nor the Moroccan people want to fight this war. As the
war continues, the aggressors are more and more strangled and encircled, they
increasingly suffer defeats, while our people show their courage and
determination to liberate all the occupied zones.

What is the social situation of the Saharan people both in the camps and in the
occupied territory?

Since last year, our people have been the object of a war of genocide, suffering
from the massive destruction inflicted by direct attack as well as starvation caused
by blockade. Many people have fled the cities, towns and villages and ocme to the
liberated zones. Many others have fled to the refugee camps in Algeria. We have
aheavy task of supplying these people with the basic necessities, especially since
we must at the same time supply the guerrilia fighters and the urban population in
the occupied zones. We supply el-Aioun, Vila Cisneros (Dakhla) and Smara. If we
didn’t, three-quarters of the civilian population might die of hunger.

The population which remains in occupied territory is suffering through a great
crisis. There is terrible repression and no work. The occupation authorities try to
keep them busy cleaning the cities to keep them from thinking. Also, many
families are broken up: perhaps a mother and children remain and the rest of the
family hasleft. Some who fled managed to send money back to help their families,
but the Moroccans soon banned the peseta. Now our people bring in a few sheep
and otherwise sneak food through.

Tell me something about the recent political development of the POLISARIO
Front. There was a Congress. What emerged from it?

The Third General Congress of the Front was held between August 26 and 30.
The most important decision was to continue the struggle to the end. Also we
adopted a Constitution of the Saharan Arab Democratic Republic, a political
manifesto, and a general program of action. There was also the election of an
Executive Committee and a Political Bureau. Although we are in the middle of a
war, this all occurred very democratically. One month before the Congress,
Primary Popular Congresses were held in every local area. Everyone, including
old women and young people, came to discuss the political and military situation,
social and economic problems, ideological issues, all in a mature way. Finally,
they elected representatives, who went on to meet at the Congress of the Wilaya,
the next level. And finally we all went on to the General Congress.

I would like to move back to explore the origins of the struggle. What was the
social structure of Saharan society like before the present war?

Ours was a colonial, tribal society. The Spanish colonialists created a small
comprador bourgeoisie, as collaborators, in the midst of a semi-feudal nomadic
society. Production was herding and some agriculture, as well as fishing on the
coast. Spain had largely destroyed the old independent subsistence economy and
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created an economy integrated to the economy of Spain, but when Spain departed
those arrangements were shattered.

How was the subsistence economy destroyed?

In recent years the nomadic Saharan people were sedentarized. This was partly
due to the years of drought when their herds died and they were forced to come to
the cities or towns. Then, with the launching of the armed struggle, the Spanish
rounded up the people and brought them into the cities in order to control them.
And finally, with all the tension in the region between Mauretania, Morocco and
Algeria, the borders were closed so that the tribes could no longer circulate freely
in search of grazing land.

This sedentarization was absurd, because it was not founded on any new
production. Many people joined different sections of the Spanish armed forces:
Tropas Nomadas, Ejercito, Policia Territorial, and so on. Some did become
workers and even skilled workers. El-Aioun developed as a commercial center
with a tariff-free zone. Sahara was used by foreign capital as a trading port with
Morocco and Mauretania. Modern goods like tape recorders, radios, watches,
cigaretts, perfumes and rugs transited through, mostly from Japanese or
American manufacturers. In a sense, nomadism became mechanized, with many
small merchants driving across the desert in small vehicles.

What kind of workers were there then? Were some miners?

No, in the late 1960s there was only prospecting. Apart from employment in
trade, the main thing was public works such as building roads. You would find
entire camps moving along with the progress of the road. Sociedad Cubiertas was
the most important construction company. But Spain brought in lots of other
companies too: Compania de Construccion, Obras Mineras, Obras Publicas,
Transahara, and many others. These companies hired Saharan workers for very
difficult work but they did not necessarily provide regular employment. Sociedad
Cubiertas, for example, would hire workers for only six months, then lay them off
for six months. Eventually Sociedad Bu Craa (the phosphate mining company)
employed 15,000 workers. It was by far the biggest, and trained and employed
skilled workers as well as unskilled.

Why did the first big demonstration occur in 1970 in el-Aioun?

That demonstration was fairly important in the development of the movement
for independence, but there were many others before it. In the 1950s and 1960s
there were protests against sedentarization and against Spanish colonialism.
There was even armed struggle in 1958, which was much more extensive nd
violent than the demonstrations of 1970.

In the late 1960s there were renewed protests. The debates in the UN on the
Sahara question had a certain influence. There was also the economic situation,
the new exploitation of national riches, the lies of Spain, its cruel adminstration
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and the heavy heel of the Spanish territorial police and the legionnaires. Our
people could no longer tolerate this domination.

For a time the tribal chiefs were able to deflect the movement. It was not truly
politicized or organized. National sentiment was at the base of it, but the people
did not know what to do or how. There were demonstrations at the tombs of the
great tribal leaders. Finally the demonstrations of 1970 were organized by the
MLS (Mouvimento de Liberation del Sahara). The purpose was to protest against
attempted Spanish ‘‘reforms.’’ The organizers thought that Spain would respect
this peaceful demonstration. But Spain responded with repression, imnprisoning
hundreds of our sons, including the Secretary-General of the Movement, Basiri,
who has not been heard from since and was probably killed in the Spanish prisons.
The Spanish fired on the crowds, on unarmed people. It was a massacre. The
shooting continued from two o’clock in the afternoon until two the next morning.
There were more than 60 dead and 100 wounded.

Finally, how do you see the struggle evolving during the coming year?
We are sure of final victory. We are sure that our people will have their total

independence. Our slogan is: neither peace nor stability in the region until the
return of our people to the national territory and total independence. 1
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Eritrea occupies a strategic location in the Horn of Africa and
the Middle East.

ERITREA
1977
CALENDAR

The 1977 Eritrean Calendar, prepared and published by
EFLNA. details many historic dates and events of
national and international significance. Many pictures
depicting the struggle of the Eritrean people and those

of the oppressed peoples of the world are also contained
in the new calendar.

Send $1.50 for your copy to:
EFLNA, P.O. Box 1247, New York, N.Y. 10027
BULK ORDER INQUIRIES WELCOMED.




