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"WzZULU PROJECT" i

THE DERGUE'S NEW AGGRESSION. IN ERITREA 1

As their colonial rule in Eritrea draws to a clese,
Addis Ababa's disciples of Hitler and Mussolini are .
frantically engaged in devising all sorts of unjust -
plans. of aggression to demolish the land and people of i
Eritrea, It is to be recalled that in the past the I
Dergue, resorting to a demagogy woven with disgusting il
lies and feudal chauvinism as well as deceiving and co~ i
mpelling the poor peasants and workers of Ethiopia i
- whose basic social problems remain unsolved and whom i
it contemptuously views as "unfit to hold power because
they are not yet conscious'" but does not consider them -
unfit to be used as inatruments of its dreams = had H
hatched the unsuccessful aggressive conspiracy of the li
"Raza Project" dubbed as the "vclunteer compaipn' to i
portray it as a spontaneous peasant mobilization. To- .
day, a second conspiracy is underway precisely for the
same kind of aggression under the code name of the -
"Zulu Project". Addis Ababa's handful fascists are - I
making frantic preparations while their propaganda ma- I
chine is whipping up chauvinist hysteria about '"Arab i
‘invasion" and "Defence of the motherland in an effort I
to conceal the blows being dealt them by the Eritrean i
people's relentless struggle, arouse the Ethiopian peo-
ple and swindle world public opinicne i

Ethiopian colonialism has perpetrated barbarous at- !
rocities against the Eritrean people in order to secure 1
it: ecomomic, strategic, territorial and maritime inte- u
rests in Eritrea. Ever since coming to power, the fa=
scist Dergue has steadily escalated its war of aggres-—
sion. Although the Dergue, as the agent of Ethiopian -
colonialism in power, paints its regime with glittering |
and enchanting coclours or labels to camouflage its un- U




just eccupation ¢f Eritrea, the essence of its ccle-
nial nature cannot confuse anyone wiih a just con=- i
science.. Even if it.comes up with new tactics and new
artillery, it cannot change the just wishes, unshake
! able cdetermination and resolute struggle of the Erits , |
rean people for independence and freedom. Henceg its 1l
| frenzy proves only its weaknesses and failures. Cn
| the contrary, the resclve and struggle of the Eritrean 1
i pecple have grown stronger, winning victory after vic—=
torye. i i

, Both the campaign c¢f aggression that failed and
i the new cne underway are a historic manifestation'that
| the Eritrean people have said NO! to Ethiopian cclonia- I
| 1ism, To coerce the Ethiopisn.. peoples to commit agg-
I ression through fascist demagc.y while the entire Eri-
| 4rean pecple are demanding independence on their own
! land clearly demonstrates that the Ethiopian colonia= o
! list's claim that their occupation of Eritrea in 1962
represented "the wishes o5f the Eritrean people' has al-
ways been a baseless lie. This does not represent any.
wishes other than that of a handful of fascists. As
the main objective of the conspiracy is to obstruct.
the Ethiopian pecple frcm identifying their enemies
and rising up ageinst the Dergue in pursuit of their
fundamental demands, its failure is inevitablé.

crushing the Eritrean revclution and made countless at-
tempts to do sc. Its attempts of three years have
becn smashed and the Eritrean people's struggle, under
the EcPoL.Fe's vanguard role, has won and continues to
win victory after victory., This truly historic pheno-
menon proves that only the justness of the Eritrean
struggle and the resolute determination of the Eritrean
people are the key to victory. Since imperialism, the
' Devgue and all reactionaries are incapable of compres I
i heading history otherwise, hawever, they seck the causes
W of their defeats and failures not in the hatred, resi-~ '
! stance and power of the people but im the lack of an .
adequate mercenary aray as well as guantity axnd quality
il a8l grmse
! Hence, they hasten to increase mercenaries and duped
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Il elements and add more iron with every defeat, It is g

i thus in line with this anti-historical philosophy that i
' they are making frantié¢ preparations for the "Zulu- o

H'Prc;ect” . And they shall newer: refrain from cammlta 'JLH
H_tlng aggressinn untll hlstnry crushes ﬁni obliterates i
n them, - 4 L e . n 0

i On this ncca51ong the .E:.P.L. F whlch as usual. cru- H
i shes the enemy‘s plans and forces everywhere to givg o W
i practical effect to its wdrds. would like to state that_ u
it is ready for it wlth clenched teeth and has made the 1
Il necessary preparatloﬂs to annihilate this new unjust - .
n campaign of aggression, The Erltrean people ‘everywhere |
i should feollow’the guidelines given by the Pecplels Army i
i concerning military movements and other related activi- !
h tles and preparations-sc that the operaticns and cclleu H
I ctive effort may be timely and coordinated, Horenver, i

i and greater scalé¢y; the E.P.L.F. would like to reiterate
n that the Eritrdan people will make all-round preparaw i
i tions. The.People!s Army shall at all ‘times be at the .
i forefront cf the peopleo’ i sk

il since the fLrthcom1ng battles shall be waged on a larger is.




i EXPOSE _THE DERGUE'S COLONIALIST LIES

i History chows that the Eritrean people -have for

i centuries fought against Turkish, Egyptian, Itzlian

i and British colonial aggression. It is also to be re-=
| called that U.S.~led world imperialism imposed the fo=
l deration of Eritrea with Ethiopia in 1952 against the

i wishes and intcrests of the Eritrean pecples From the
I moment it set foot in Eritrea under the guise of fedee
i ration, Haile Selassie's puppet feudal regime ruthless-
i 1y trampled upon the national, democratic and human

i rights of the Eritrean people. These injustices were

! not all, In 1962 it unilaterally abolished the federal
! system in violation of the international resolution

) and imposed its cpen fascist dictatorship in Eritrea.

i The Eritrean people on their part never accepted

i the scourge of oppression, exploitation an suppres=-

i sion inflicted upon them low-hcadedes They continued

!  their relentless resistance, at first via peaceful

" means and when peaceful means proved to no avail, they

il launched the armed struggle. Thus, the resolute armed

I struggle that we are waging today against Ethiopian co=-
i lonialism, world imperialism and zionism is the contie

i nuation and further advance of our people's long and

i gloriocus history of anti-colonial struggle for national
# independence and democracy. This patriotic struggle

! 45 not only just and progressive but it is also a strug-
# =le that reflects the fundamental wishes agd agpirations
i sed erdeys the wholehearted support and participation

# of the Eritrean people. e

i To cover up this basic truth, there is hardly ay

W conspiracy or lie that Ethiopian colonialism has not

! hatched or perpetrated ever since the inception of the

i armed struggle. In the early stage, Haile Selassie's

I  now defunct feudal regime used to pretend that our armed
I struggle did not existe. It strove hard to deceive many
i claiming that the Eritrean people had accepled Ethiopian
i annexation in peace and with joy! As the struggle de=-

i veloped, won increasing mass support, inflicted heavy
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i losses on the Ethicpian cclonial army and received 1
it greater international publicity, Haile Selassie's colo=-
W nial regime was compelled to change its tactics. Even
n though it slandered and belittled wur patriotic movement |
" using the epithet of "bandits", it was forced to admit |
' the bitter truth that there existed armed struggle in i
I the Eritrean field. Meznwhile as the armed struggle i
I advanced further, dealt the Ethiopian aggressor army i
i heavier blows and enjoyed greater international suppcrt,’i
i it was subjected to more slanders and distortions; ‘'in i
W addition to the epithet of '"bandits', it was now vili-~ |
! fied as a "'secessionist", "religious'", etc., movement 8
i aiming tc "sell Eritrea to the Arabs', i

I Fcr many years, Haile Selassiefs feudal regime, i
1 backed by imperialism and zionsm, had tricd te milita- 1
i rily ecrush our just struggle for national liheration i
n*on the one hand, and to misrepresent, slander and vilif®y
it on the oiner. It strove hard to realize iis expan~ |
| silonist ampliticas in Eritrea hy distorting the irue hig- !
k' tory of the Evilzean penple; by trying t< conceal {he i
i reali meaning and sbhjectives cf their siruvggle from the
i peoples of Ethiopia and the world, and expioiiing the 1
i internal weaknesses of the naticnal movement. However, 4
i all its military and propaganda cawpaigns failed miser.- |
il ably. <©Cmashed by the revolubionary force of the Erit- [
! rcan patriotic movement and the Ethiopean people's re- |
" ,cistence, the. decadent feudal regime was finally swept 1
n egway into the junk yard of history, il

i Heaqﬁh;legﬁas there was no strong pelitical organi- |
i 2zation c&pable of.coordinating and leading the democra=-, |
k= tPc struggles.of -the Ethiopina people to win complete |
' victory, a clique of military officers¢ who have built ',
ii their careers as loyal mercenaries of feudalism and "
i~ groomed lackeys of imperialism, were able to usurp i
i state power. . While still trying to consolidate its i
i power., the Dergue pretended to be a friend of the Eri-
i trean people and in favour of ‘peace. It began to con- * ||
i demn the brutal crimes and atrocities which Haile Sela- ||
i Ssie's feudal regime committed against the Eritrean {



I people and talked about the imperative of finding a

i peaceful solution to the Eritrean question. In parti-
i cular, the Dergue was,if for a.brief pericd, busy de-
i claring in speeches and in writing ' that the Eritrean
i people are a hard-working and justicé loving people and
" rot '"bandits', as the defunct feudal regime used to

# call themj that they were forced to rise up in arms

H because of the injustices and oppreseion of the ancien
regime; etce Nevertheless, 1its practice exposed its

i peal essence and objectives within less than a year of
W its seizure of peowere

i First of all, it set out to break the backbone of

!} the Ethiopean people's mass movement whose incenclusive
i yictories served the Dergue as & ladder to its usurpa=-

i tion of power, It trampled underfoot all the democratie
t and human rights of the pecopley ruthlessly crushed the

h democratic forces opposing it, and established a fascist
§ dictatorship. It issued meaningless pseudeo-progressive
" declarations and slogans to camouflage its fascism.

i Although the fascist military regime las effected cer=-

I ‘tain reforms in the decalent foudal system, it has fai-

i led to solve the fundamental problems and the most ure

I gent questions of the Ethiopian pecple. On the cont-

i rary, it has been busy hatching new plets to divert the
« Ethiopian people from their basic and urgent social

i problemss

. With respcct to Eritrea, the outlines of the Dergue's
W policy were clear-cut right from the beginning: a new
AT conspiracy of a "peaceful solution" teo camouflage a new

« aggression on a larger and higher scalc. It embarked

i upen all-out military preparations while talking of

# v"psaceful solution". It collected its most seasoned

" and battle-fit treops from all cver Ethiopia for a mj-

# ljitary build up in Asmara. Its objective was, on the

# one hand, te confusec and divide the massos e¢f the Eri=-

i trean peopleyto deceive the Ethiopian peoples, to hood=-

i wink world public opinion, and to isclate the Eritrean

! pevolution from its international friends and supporters;’
" on the other hand, to muster all available military. '

i
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forces and capablility to exterminate the Eritrean peo=- 1
ple and strangulate their revelution. Hewever, the’ H
Dergua's planned war of extermination boomeranged on i
it in February 1975 because of the heroism of the figh- !
ters and the determination of the masses. Its crushing 1
.defeat scuttled its fascist colonial stratagem. I

After this humiliating defeat, the fascist Derguc, H
cheaply peddling the very egthets for the use of which |,

g 5 - had odly earlicr reproached the Haile Selassie regime,||

;leunched a more intensive campsigr to slander and vilify “

.actienary Areb states'", etc. Resorting to vile chauvi- |

_the motherland", "land and property:grants in Eritrea", |

LY

the Eritrean revelutlen. “"Fellowing in . tﬁe footsteps H

of Haile Selesele, its political menter, it denigrated

us as "bandits". It unleashed a slanderous-preopaganda |
gainst our Just struggle, labelling it a "religious i
-mevemcnt” "ecallaborator of .imperialisnm', "tool of re- |

nism and fassist demagogy, it sought to pit the ‘Ethio- !
piin masses against their Eritrean class brethere and n
use' them as cannon fodder in'its war of-coldnial aggres- i
sion. Under the banner of "Arab invasion', 'unity of 1

""grab Arab money and gold", it tried to. arouse the peo- |
plees -t Thus, . using deceit apd compulsion, the Dergue had !
mobdlized thousands of wretched peasants in the name t
of "velunteers”,'enly to have them completely annihil- i
ated befere they could even set foot on Erltrean soil. i

Hewever, as reaetienﬂriee never learn from thelr : i

‘experiences and céase -their eeunter-revelutionery acti- |
“vitdesruntil theyr enter their grave, the. fascist Dergue !
- continugd to escalati: its war ef‘eggre551en in an effort !

“ to prolong :its colonial domination of the Erltreen pecs H

‘ple. To counter'and defeaf this éscslation, the EePeL.Fei

I .mercenary , }reeps, captured hundeéreds of enemy cfficers |

"f"‘ t *.1'!_11 ' ";“ " o

"over Epitrea; it wiped eut numerous epemy camps, liiqui- |

;Ethiepien eelaplel ermy hee euffered unprecedented i

Peeple'ﬁ Army set the: flamee of people's war ablaze all i
dated iand . put ou't of action thousands of the Ethiopian

and ' mén, and ‘seized. or destroyed encrmous quantitles i
of enemy materiel. In the last few ‘morths ,.alone, the It
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nistoric defeats in Naro, Mai Atal. Habrengeqa, Deba=-
rewa, Karora, Ruba Anseba (Keren), Nacfa and Afabete

- More than 3000 aggressQr troops were liquidated and

over 500 capturéd. '

These brilliant victories, without parallel in the
history «f the Eritrean people's armed struggley are
the outcome of our correct military strategy of pretra-
cted reople's war and the firm determination and hero-
ism of our People's Armys These great victories of our
just patriotic struggle have dealt a telling blow to

thiopian colonial aggression and the expancionist am-
bitions of the Ethiopean ruling classes., A4ll this si-
gnifies the strategic superiority of our revolutionary
Pecple's Army over the counter-revolutionary Ethiopian
colonial army. This superiority is bound to grow and

expand under any circumstances until we win final and
complete victorye

These magnificent triumphs have dealt a terrible

“blow to the Ethiopian mercenary army and driven the fa-

scist Dergue crazys. Consequently, the Dergue has been
shouting itself hcarse - "Ethigpila has been transgres-
scd upon and insulted!", '"How can the Ethiopian army

be defeated!", "the Ethicpian soldier dies but never

surrcnders!", "Defend your motherland from Arab invaws
sion!", "Rise upl", etce = to whip up chauvinist hys-
toria in a frantic campaign to arouse the eppressed

Ethiopian people against the neighbourly Eritrean pec-

‘ple who are their class brothers, Obviously, the humi=

liating defeats suffered have dealt an indelible injury

. to the crass armggance and banal chauvinisp of the: o

Ethiopian ruling classes in general and the dascisi
Dergue in particular. Indeed, the Eritrean people®s
war of national liberation has become a poilsoncsus pall
in the mouth, a death knell in the ears and “blgod in
the eyes ¢f the Dergue which, in its death thrges, =
barking like a mad dogs : w s

1t is against this background then thad the_Dérgue's
recent cry of aggression must be vieweds Recser¥ing ¥o
4 - e oy

SO —



U the reveré&ninéac_if'all,aggress-rs, the perpedrator i

il of aggression is claiming te be the victim of aggres~ t
i sion! Why? Te understand the real meaning and cbjec- M
tives of this brazen lie, we shall quete and analyze i
! the relevant (tc the Eritrean revolution) portions of ﬁ
! the speech of Bclonel Mengistu Haile-Mariam, chairman il
" of the Dergue, addressed to the "Ethicpian people on i
i Radic and Television" in Addis Ababa en April 13, 1977:

] - The Eritrecan secessionist anti-pecople organi- i
B zations... conducting anti-pecople and anti-revolu=- i
i tionary hit and run cperations for the last two and |
" a  half years, have teday grown bipger and stronger I
. and passed t¢ an open interventionist aggressiocon. i

I . " The Sudan, going beye¢nd crganizing and arming i
B 'anti-people.grnups, has cpenly committed an act of i
I aggression against the unity, dignity and existence i
i ef Ethiopia by providing artillery and tank fire. .
e . On this basis, an invasion, involving the intcrve- il
- n¥icn of foreign forces, is in progress in northern ¢
i and western Ethicpia, i.ee., in the cities of Tes- |
f senei, Om Hager, Nacfa, Afabet,... with largescale I
0 support ¢f Sudanese tandks and artillery, the bat- |
I tle to take away the northern part of our country -
1 is in full swing. The borders of our revoluticnary |
- motherland and our inviolable unity are being tra=- I
; nsgressed upon by foreign invading forces. I

i " As the aggression and transgression being co- I
I mmitted against our revolution and unity, and agai- |
I nst our national existence in gencral, have reached
i a critical situationye.. we have, through the Orga- |
t nization of African Unity (0.A.U.), notified all 4
- member states that the Sudanese Government shall be
i regponsible fer the consequences and effects on the u'
I ‘peace of the region of the aggression started with El"
Nl )} Numery's call; on the other hand, we have also notified,

i tie peace-lnving countries of the world. I

5 " Jafar El Numery... strengthening the Eritrean i
+ reactionary secessionist groups through tanks and 1
- e 1
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artillery, deplcylﬁg‘?he Sudanese army with the.
Erjitrean seces*iorisfu and BeDolUe ese is waging '
war on the Etblﬂplan “e:sanbg and armed fcrces to
separate nrlt“ from its revolutionary mother:
country, destrcy our national exlstcrce,._;'ftran-
gulate our ruvclutlcn and dlsrupt our ‘unity

" Oppressed T%h10p1aﬁ morkers, oppressed Ethio-—
pian peasants, true Ethicpian progressive forccs,
Ethiopian patriots, all thf Ethiopian broad nmasses
in general,}ncw is the time when you have. to fight
alongside the men in uniform to destroy the foreign
interventionist gggression that has been started
to violate. your dignity &nd independence, dismember
your «ountry, =nd subvert the revolution that has
freed you from onrvcbalcn and exploitation.. As you
will soon receive a'detailsed explanation of thd ge~-
neral ’damage ‘inflicted on your country and revolu=-
tion as well as the urgent call cf. the motherland,
await 3repared for this prnud, very necessary and

hlstcrlc sacrlflcen "

] “fEtcdpt to defend our own . 1ndeﬁbndenceg rights,
boundaries and revolution, we do not attempt to

'alismgﬁ.o oppression and exploitaticn. We call
for the reign of complete independence; complete

jequalityﬂ justice and complete democratic rights

in the world. +.. Be prepared. s.s» Down with
the anti-people Eritrean sccessionist organizations
that:sell the ‘independence, dignity and. existence
of their dotherland for petro-dallars!"

First of all what we would like tc remind .the assi-

it nine Mengistu and his fascist clique is that ~the - just
n struggle of the Eritrean pecople for national liberation i
it is not something that has grown "during the¢ last two

1 -nd a half-years" but has.fer sixteen years been fighe
 ting them and their masters c¢f long-standing <-the*’
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“1nterf ere in the internal affairs cof another cauntryﬂ
tor violate its borders; nor do we do it. We call
-for the elimination and abclition of racism, coclo=-
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Al memory. that’ the' rea¢tionary Ethiopian. army:(including i

‘s 4 of Haile Selagsie's decadent fecudal regime and tools i

- 11 whole world knows that thése fascist puppets were, in i

. "y bled under the, powerful revolutionary blows of the Eri-

A tions ef 1lliterﬂcy, ignoranca and poverty! : i

.. to cover wup. the heavy defeats being dealt it by the - i
it forces of the Eritream revolutioms In particulay, the i

']1 a conflict between Ethiopia and the Sudan and- undermine l

" It could not have sllpped the Dergue's memary that I
I the E.D.U. feudalists were the overlords of the Ethioc-

4L of imperialism dnd zionism, waged a brytdl war for W

1 army has been built by feudalism and imperialism, to i

i ' : B ity g i
i Ethiopian feudal regime, U.S. imyerialism and Israeli !
ll zionism - .and relentlcssly crishing their counter-re- !
- vclutionary forces of aggressiﬂn. Hag it Elipped their

" ‘Mengistu and his fascist clique).had,:as the mercenaries
I

i’ thirteen years .(1961-74), prior -to -the Dergue's seizure |

‘of state power alone, to crush the Eritrean revolution’ !
:i and extermlnﬁte ithe Erltrean peoplé and failed? The i
:i the first placeable © seize state power when the Haile

:{ Selassie .feudal re.iie, whose henchmen they were, crum= |
- :

il trean pcople's resolute armed struggle and the Ethiopian |

}}'peap}e's mass uprising. Whom would these new iies de-= !
it ceive then? Perhaps only the opprcssed Ethicpian people
i who are still groaning under extremely backward condi- i

ilh Otherwise, it is manifest that the fascist Dergue's |

I “accusatiorn that- the Sudan has invaded: Ethiopia g a% M
Il brazen lie without an iota of truth. :It¢is inténded il

i aim of the malicious lie that the Sudan, deploying its
tanks, artillery and army alongside the Eritrean seces= |
i sionists apd E.D, U., is. waging war against thé Ethiopian

A F

i péasants and army is not only to incriminate the Sudan !
| “for a crime it has not committed; it is a counter-re- i
il volutionary conspiracy hatched to ligquidate the legi- i
timaﬁy of the Eritrean revolution by presenting it as i

i its justness by distorting and lumping it tagether with

i reactionary movements like the E.D.U. . . i t

i -pian army until 1974, The present reactionary Ethiopian I

i protect the interests of the imperialists and their i
pn feudal Ethicpian puppetse It is an army which, as an i
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taitop, has demonstrated its counter-revolutionary es-
sence not oply by serving to suppress the Ethioplan
masses and waging a2 war of aggression against the Eri-
trean people, but .also by participating in the imperia=-
1list aggression against the peoples of Korea and the

1

Congo. The pseudo-progressive "anti-imperialist" Dergud

4tself is proud of this shameful neocolonial roles

This is not slanderous at all, for it is an act which.
the Dergue!s leader, Colonel Mengistu Haile ¥ariag him-
self, vociferously boasts of. In a major spcach he -
made in Addis Ababa on February 18, 1975, while he was
still a major, for instance, he exposed his real essc-
nce and outlook when he declared that "Let alone in de-
fending its own territorial integrity, Ethiopia has
made itself well known throughout the world by sending
ite. heroic children to fight in Korea and the Congo in
the interest of international fpeace and sccurity'.

There is hardly anyone who does not know thdt the
Ethiopian reactionary army, as the tool ¢f feudal expn-
sionism and impericlist interests, has incessantly been
engaged in a war of extermination against the Eritrean
people for the last sixteen years. Thus, during the
many years when the Eritrean people's just struggle
for national independence and democracy was smashing
the Ethiopian feudalists, the Dergue's fascist clique
and its reactionary army, now wallowing.in the helm of
power, werc Haile Selassie's henchmen serving and defe-
nding the interests of the feudalists who are today in
the E.D.U. The Eritrean revolution, on its part, has.
jrreconcilable interests and antagonistic relations
with a2ll the past and the present feudal and expansio-
nist Ethiopian ruling classes. After all, the views
and fundamental policy of the Dergue and E.D.U. regar=-
ding the just struggle of the Eritrean people do not
differ from each other.

. Therefore, when the fascist Dergue slanders and

. berates the Eritrcan revolution today by lumping it to-

gether with the E.D.U. in all its propaganda, it is not
because it is unaware of the irrcconcilable contradic-



i tions and antagonistic relations that exist between the m
i

t Ebitrean revolution and the E,D.U., Rather, this is a i
i deliberate i . policy designed to undermine the |
i legitimacy of the Eritrean pecple's national liberation j
! movement, to conceal the just nature of the Eritrean i
It ‘people's struggle, and to cover up the hitherto unparal-ﬁ
it leled brilliant victories of the Eritrean revolution i
i and humiliating defeats of the Ethlopian colonial army. E
i Lét us just take a glance at the Eritrean towns -
l where the Sudanese army, using tanks and artillery, 4
I is allegedly "waging a war of aggression'. Casting il
il agide for the moment the out and out lie of "Sudanese |
I invasion", is it true that a war is going on in these I
i towns? The town of Nacfa (capital of Sahel Province) i
i fell into the hands of thg"heroic E.P.L.F. People's .
i Army on March 22, 1977, after a siege of six months, H
! This is an incontestable fact that even the various -
l international jounalists and visifors who have seen i
I Nacfa firsthand while under siege and after liberation i
Il have attested to and the world press has extensively i
i publicized. The whole world also knows that the town u
i of Afabet was seized by our heroic People's Army on "
W April 6, 1977, after a siege of less than‘a weeke The
! Dergue can hardly cover up these factse The 385 offi- I
! cers and men, with their commanding colonel and major, |
I taken prisoner in the capfure of these two twons alone 1
i are a living indictment to the Derguefs blatant lies. i
i There have also been repeated reports by the E.L.F. i
I and in the world press that the tcewn of Tessenei has .

i~ fallen' to the fighters of the E.L.F. -

: Thus, the Dergue itself knows full well that the l
il forces which, after liberating the entire Eritrean it
I countryside, are today relentlessly smashing the Ehio-
i pian colonial army and seizing major towns are the ..
i. forces of the Eritrean revolution and not "the Sudanase -
! army waging an interventionist war in Ethiopia". We }
' can, if necessary, give an account of the great number !
" of -ex-Ethiopian camps that have been seized by our I

I revolutionary forces. Without going far, it is enough



-

- to dention the camps in the Asmara suburbs ef Quazien,

Imba Derho and S¢las Daero which our hercic People's
Arm¥ has captured from thé Dergue's aggressor troops.

The Dergue is barking that the Sudanese Army, -tanks

and artillery have invaded Nacfa, Afabet, and Tesseneij

Habrengeqa, Mai Atal, Sehatit, Balineki, Agbet, Sheka

'Wodi Besrat, Elabered, etc.. - din factj;who has invaded

and occupied the entire Eritrean cﬂ?ﬂtryéiﬂe today?

" The Sddan?

Obviously, the Sudan is_beiné'used'ua scapegoat
because it is our immediate neighbour; otherwise, it
has neither invaded Ethiopia nor deployed its troops
in-Eritrea., Hence, the Dergue's merdacious propaganda
has four principal objectives: :

_ First, to cover up the magnificent victories of
the Eritrean revolution over the Ethiopian colonial
armys; WRETS
Second, to suppress the central question of the
Eritrean people's just struggle by posing the problem
as if it were merely a contradiction between Ethiopia
and the Sudan;j

Third, to obstruct the oppressed people of Ethiopia
from identifying thefr rezl enemy and fighting the fa-
scist Dergue with all might and mainj and '

Fourth, to arouse and swindle the Ethiopian masses
through chauvinist demagogy against a non-existent
"foreign aggression" and throw them into the red-hot

+ furnace of our revolutionary ware

'.Aftér all, is it not the lie of lies when the fas-
cist Dergue slanders the Eritrean peoplels resolute
armed struggle that-has been annihilating the Ethiopian’

_colonial army  for more-than a decade and a half "ws an

invasion started with the call of El Numery"? It has
even the insolence to declare, in an effort to swindle
those who may not know, that it has notified the Q.A:U.
member states and the world's peace-loving countries

’ -
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that Sudanese aggression has become the detriment to "~ -
peace in our region. There is one point that must be i
clarified here once znd for all, and that is, that the i
real detriment to peace in our region is not the Sudan's
non-existent aggression but Ethiopia's expansionist ag-
ression and brutal colonial war against the Eritrean !
people. . " ' T

The people of Eritrea are fighting against Zthio- i
pian colonial aggression for national independence and i
freedom. This just patriotic struggle, haging traversed..
a long, hard and tortuous path, has today made tremen=- +
dous advances and reached the stage where independence -
is in sight. All the world's peace and freedom - loving !
pcoples must know that it is only the patriotie forces I
of the Eritrcan revolution, and no other force, foreign . u
or otherwise, who are fighting against Ethiopian aggres- i
sion in Eritrea. To all those who may have the desire .
or interest to verify this truth - the O.A.U., the U.N.O.,j
any country cr organization - we invite youn to visit . . @
our extensive liberated areas and cbserve the situation !l

firsthand. : : : 198, b &

If the Derguc does not interfere iin the dinternal il
affairs of another country or violate its borders, as :
it claims, what else dis it doing in Eritrea then? What .
meaning does the Ethiopian war of colonial aggression, :
which has become the graveyard of thousands of its trocps,!
have other than the transgression of Eritregn borders It
and the sttempt at the forcible subjugation of the Eri- .
trean people? 1f the Dergue wera genuine about ita "calls |

for the abolition of cppression and explqitation', why . -

_is it thenm that it has imposad: its fascist .dictatorship |

on the Ethiopian masses and continues to perpetrate un- :
told oppression, exploitation wind injustices . against - - 1§
them? If it were calling for the reign of complete-in--
dependence, equality, Jjustice and democracy in the I
world, why ther is it waging a war of extermination i
against the Eritrean people whose only crime is their N
ardent desire for independence and democracy? The fact |
of the matter is such that no glittering wordés or crafty |
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lies can conceal the Dergue's extremely cppressive fas-
cist dictatorship.

When the ‘fascist Dergue declares that the "separa-

‘ tion of Eritrea constitutes the destruction of Ethiopian

existence'", it expresses not only its crass ignorance
of history but also its extreme expansionist ambitions.
Is it not a fact that Ethiopia used to exist without

Eritrea from the time it was forged into a feudal empire

at the close of the last century to the time of the
Ethio«iEriirean federation? Even today, the independe-
nce of Eritrea does not have to mean the destruction

of Ethiopia. The age of colonialiem has come to a close

in our era and virtually all the European colonial
powers have been expelled frum their former colonias,
Yet; they have not bcen destroyed. It is to be recal-
led that certain of'Sfficers vho overthrew Caetanoc's
fascist regime hild the view inat if Giiinea Bissau,
Mczambique and Angola were to ‘'separate! from Portugal,
Portugal wculd be finished. However, when the peoples
of Guinea Bissau. Mozambique and Angola obliterated
Portuguese colonialism and seized their independence.
Portugal was not destroyed. Yety even if the indepen-
dence of a colonized peorle were to cause the destruce
tion of the colonial statey the colonized people do not
have to remain victims of colonialism forever.

Ethiopian colonialism in Eritrea serves only the
interests of the Ethiopian ruling classes and imperia- -
lisme, There is no interest which the oppressed people
of Ethiopia derive from the oppression of the Eritrean
people, Worse still, the war has become the source of
more cppressiony, exploitation and continuing backward-
ness for them, The poor Ethiopian people are forced
to pay more taxes and offer their children to run the
aggressive war in Eritrea. The wealth, resourcecs, la=-
bour, lives etc., being wasted in the war could have
been used to improve the livelihocod of the pecple.
Thus, as long as the Eritrean pecple are subjected to
Ethioplan colonial cppression, the Ethiopian people can
neither be free nor make progress,
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Adia vime when its unjust aggression in Eritrea is 1
being smashéd by the Eritrean people's revolutionary
and patriotic forces, the Dergue is erying that it is
being invaded. Instead of all this lying-and :crying y
however, it would behoove the Derguec to draw lessons i

" from its own experience :as well as the experience of |

all aggressors that its forcible eviction from the few
remaining towns still under its control is-inevitable, I
admit its defeat, halt its aggression and withdraw its
troops from Eritrea.without further losses and destru= g
Ctiﬂnu- o ¥ i ]

Instead, however, it is making preparations to co- H
mmit new crimes and atrocities against the Eritrean i
people and pit the Eritrean and Ethiopian masses againatl
each other, Under the pretext of "foreign invasion" I
and "call of the motherland", the Dergue's mendacious t
propaganda and fascist demagogy arc whipping up a dan- o
geroud chauvinist hysteria to arouse the Ethiopian mas=- j
ses and use them as pawns in its plan of extermination -

against the Eritrean people. Yety; it is certain that §

even though this ‘may inflict more suffering on the .l

Ethiopian people and demand greater sacrifices of the
Eritrean peoples it will not mcet an iota of success. i

The Eritrean people are fighting for their indepe-~ ||

ndence and freedom. - The Dergue’s banality notwithstan- |
ding, the Eritrean people are fighting and paying great !
.sacrifices not "to sell their country for petrnndnllarsql
but for the sacred goal of expelling Ethiopian colonia~ i
lism and regaining their real national independence t

‘mud human dignitye. ' i

In a iHay Jiny speech delivered in Addis Ababa, top |
fascist Mengistu Haile Mariam boasted that '"we shall 1
‘ensure our right to the Red Sea with our red &lood'e t
“The fact of ihe matter is that Ethiopia without Erjitrea n
has no business in the Red Sea. The south-western - it
coasts of the Red Sea stretching for 1000 km. from Ras
Kasar to Ras Dumeira are wholly and entirely Eritrean,
Over two=thirds of these coasts have already been put |




i ;undar the cnntrﬂl of our PE“Ple'S ArmYe ITP@’rd&aining i
" 'parts, mainly around Massawa, and Asseb,’ ‘just like the U
R rest of the cities, are soon bdand ‘to fall- into our = M

i mercenary troops ‘cannot be reader than the hlcad & f il
n -the heroic fighters of oum People’g Armye ~ “‘i* =

L -  The.Dergue’s colonialist lies hﬂtﬂlthutﬂﬂdlng‘ ‘the !
N yictory of our just patriotic hnd ravolutlnnary strug— i
ingle is cbrtaznﬁ Pyl N SN R GRR . T N S

e gt TEE mz«?ﬁzss_.n ETHIOPTAN PEGPLE, 5_“33_1 glorpay o 0
I ‘ p e Fro Biegeay W
i . : ek oLy e : 5 i

il .This honest message has four main cbjectivec. i
W First, to save the oppressed Ethiopian peopley the” il
i urban workers and rurzl ‘peasants alike, from the dan-
h ger of being roused into becoming canron, fodder in i
## the Dergue's policy of extermination ag4¥ t the Erit- |
I rean people. Second, to safeguard the long~-standing i
i * historical and human ties and neighbourly relations = !
i between the Eritrean and Ethiopian peoples and the 1
i mutuasl relations that are bound to continue because It
! of our presence here in this place. .Third, to assure
i that the Ethiopian people do not reap hostility by i
Il peing pushed through deceit and compulsion into commit~ || -
ting aggression against the Eritrecan people who are I
i engaged in a just struggle against foreign aggression !
# for national independence, liberation and dignity. i
i Fourth, to help the Ethiopian people, who have them= 1
! selves suffered undér colonial oppression and strug—.
I gled against foreign aggression for theéir independence, |
i realize that they cannot be a free people while they ||
it commit aggression to snatch away the ‘independence of t
i another people today. ‘ i

i handse And, no matter ‘what, the blood of the Derbue 8 W~
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Taking these objectives as our premise; we arc couw-
vinced that this message shall be a historic dozcumait
bearing witness %o the forthcoming events. Irrespzctive
of whether or not the Ethiopian people shall have a
direct or indirect role in the ensuing developments, we
have no doubt whatsoever that our just struggle in de-
fence of our national rights and to safeguard the inte=
rests of our revolution shall triumph over any aggres—
sions

The Dergue, as a fascist regime, can bring any pre=
text for preserving its colonial dominaticn ¢f Eritrea.
Hewevery it is certain that it will be defeated in the
ends The certainty of final victory is not the unique
attribute of our revolutionary armed struggle but a
univeral truth that the experience of the world's figh=-
ting people has verificdes When we issue this call to
the Ethiopian people today, it is not out of fear, weak-
ness or the slackening of our resolve and correct prin-
ciplesy but rather out of a profound concern for the
future relations of our two peoples and their interests
of development, prosperity and peace. The importance
of this clear stand springs from the clean revolutionary
spirit and truly patriotic and democratic outlook of
our pecple that rejects all chauvinism against all op-
pressed peoples. It is clear from our understanding
of the nature of the Dergue, its class corigins and rea-
ctionary ideology that its attempts to subvert the Erie
trean revolution are aimed at the realization of the old
dreams and expansionist ambitions of the Ethiop#an rul-
ing classes.

Teday, the ability of the Dergue to stay in power is
linked to the fate of its aggression against the Eritrean
peoples The Dergue has made the Eritrean question the
focal point of its social dsmagogy to divert the oppre=
ssed Ethiopiean people from their basic problems and.
subvert their ongoing struggles against the Dergue for
the establishment of pecple's powere It is striving
hard to foster a reactionary and chauvinist colonial
mentality among the Ethiopian peoples, to submerge their
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revolutionary movement, and to turn them back into the’
dark ages of aggression, plunder and massacresthat were
the salient features of the era when the Amhara feuda-
lists invaded other peoples in the pursuit of expansio-
niem, In the name of "Ethicpian socialism and the de-
fence of the motherland", the Dergue is frantically
maneuvering to make the Ethiopian people a sacrificial
lamb by stirring them up against "Arab invasion" in
Eritrea. Of course, neither the lies nor the plots of
the Derguc can mask the patriotism of the Eritrean re-
volution and the justness of the Eritrean cause because
they spring from the many years of profound suffering ’
of the Eritrean people under Ethiopian colonialism as
well as .their age-old revelptionary struggles against
various colonial pcwers., This is precisely why our
people have today chattered froever the Dergue's colo-
nialist ambitions, juct 1like they had sHattered thise -
of its predecessors in the past, by scoring victories
in their continuing .strugglie.. >

211 the attempts of B*hiopla failed because they
were crushed by the rock-solid determination of our
people and Pesple’s Arzy. Ifs cowardly hodgepodge
arry ihat was mobilized in the name of red anc yellow,
Mperari retir" (flying tipger) and "nebelbal' (ilame
brigade), etcy. f2ll everyuhere like autumn deaveuswy
While we on o=r par® provide huzane treatmentc and care
to Ethiopian soldiers captired on the battlefield. the
Dergue aruelly tortures and perpetrates untold suifer-
ing or the innocent Eritrean civilians whom it sncerce-~
rates o grounds of suspicior alone. This illusirzates
the difference between the progressive and humane prin-
ciples of our revslution on the one hand and the ic-
actionary and fascist policy of Ethliopian colonialisn
on the other. The amazing thing is that the. Dergue
tries to justify its massacres of Ethicpian workers
and democratic forces and its extensive nazi-~like atro=-
cities against the Eritrean people in the name of pro-
gress and revolution! Thus, the whole people of Ethio-
pia have a historic responsibility to grasp the nature

——
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ef the Dergue and its conspiraeies and rise up to oppose
and foil themn.

Today, the Dergue, using all its mat%eriald and pro=
paganda resourcesy is making preparations to launch a
new. peasant '"wolunteer campaign' against the Eritrean
people tol”ﬁéétpcy the counter=revolutionary forces
led by the Eriwrean secesslonis% groups, edordinaied
by 1mperia11$m, Feceiv1n; Arab support, and reinforced
with their:tanks, artillery and tregps''. This shamc=
lessly cheap tactics whlch.thu Dergue is Emplﬂylng to
hide its defeats and mislead world. opinion with.alle-
gations eof a non-existent foreign aggression’ Slﬁniflus %

‘the downfall of its reactionary regime. . Af & time when
the. Eritrean field is dealing the. Ethlop;an cclﬂnlﬂlists_

telllng blows, they have failed to draw the, corract le,

sons ' and arey likze a scared us%rltch seek 1ng to bury -
their heads 1n tha sand hoplng that nchndy would notlce
them, - .

Thus, we wculd like to remlnd the cppressed peonle
of Ethiopia to draw a lesson from the experience of
the tast "voluteer campaign" and avoid becomimg the vice

.tims of the Dergue's new conspiracy.  We admonish them
" to-learn from the contradictions and problems of their
. objective conditions and shoulder their historic respo=-
nsibility by standing up against the Dergue's dictato-

rial regime at this cpportune moiient. Furthermore, we

would like to explain to them that the Eritrean revolu-
tion which helped to destroy the Haile Selassie regime

can also help to crush the Dergue's regime. The camp-

aign underway can thus only result in the slaughter of

the cppressed masses who are being pnisoned by the Der-
gue s propaganda into a mad adventurc,

‘The Eritrean struggle is not anybudy's tﬂol or pup=-

'.pet. The forces fighting in_Eritrea are the same pepu~
~lar forces of liberation shat have beoen fighting with

arms. in hand for the last ‘sixteen years against Ebhic-

‘plan celonialism for natiochal independence, Their

arms are used in the defence of their national dignity

i T
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and freedom and not against the Ethicpiamn pgpple.

The Eritrean people harbour no hostility toward the 1
Ethiopian pecplee. Nevertheless, they shall never i

waver from resisting y aggressione After all, it

is the just and legitimate right Qi the Eritrean poo-
ple to defend themselves even if the Ethiopian people i
participate directly or jndirectly in the unjust war i
that has become the graveyard of thousands of pcople i
and rasnurces;n ; 5 ' il

The Ethiopian people must realize that the Eritrean j
people have the right to dotermine their destiny freely i
and in accordance with their wishes. Oniy the Eritrean j
pecple themselves and ne other force can determine the
destiny of Eritrea and its pegplée We would like to i

reiterate heré that as*long as the Eritrean pecpie have U
a gun in their hands; nc force whatsoever can dictave i
or impcse its.wishes on tHem.. The Eritrean peopie Lave i
no doubt-that. adhering toc a correct line and relying i

on the justness oif their cauce, they'shall win final

and complete wiclory. This profound conviclion that -
is so deeply ingraimed in our people and their revolu- |
tionary vanguard is the principal weapon used against i
any enemy and _the sure guarantee of our inevitable Il
victorye.- _ : : i

The oppressed, exploited and downtrecdden people of
Ethicpia, beware that you do not fall victim to the H
Dergue‘qlcapriciaus-ﬁesigns;' Fay from showing any con-
cern for your well-being, it is setting fires and dig-
ging graves for Yyou. We admgnish you to learn from il
your own experience as well as the experience of the i
world®s- other peoples who had fallen:wictim t< simi-
lar conspiracies and refuse to be pushed by feudal 1
chavinism, arrqgance and superstition into the blazing

fires of the unjust war. iy Fon . -

Finally, moved by the common interest of the oppre=- i

ssed, exploited and downtrcdden, we invite you toc take

-

a correct internationalist stand against colonialism, n.

-

imperialismy fascism and domestic reaction and in sup- i

port of the movement for liberation, progress. and peace |

in our region and the world. i
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i ; REPORTAGE I

! THE E.P.L.Fs PROVIDES HUMANE TREATMENT TO ETHIOPIAN i

I PRISONERS OF WAR N e 1
I ! . ] Aoy
1 Ethiopian colonialism in Epitrea has a dirty record |
! of brutal cruelty and untold atrocities. For twenty two U
| years, Haile gelassie's puppet feudal regime strove to
Il liquidate the #ritrean national movement and forcibly T
i subjugate the Eritrean people under its colonial domi~
i natione When the Eritrean pecple's,unyielding anti-co= |
i 1lonial resistance developed into armed struggle in 1961, !
it in particular, Ethiopia intensified its barbaric suppre-= T
W gsion of the Eritrcan peoplee Massacring the unarmed i
i civilian population, purning down whole villages, set=
I ting crop fields afire and looting the people's property Hy
! became the daily practice of the Ethiopian colonial armye; .
Ii Tp escape from Bthiopials deliberate policy of extermi- L
‘! nation, the Eritrean people were forced to leave their  {
i country en masse and seek refuge in neighbouring coun=
! triess.  These inhumane conditons ‘went on deteriorating 1
I until the downfall of Haile Selassiels feudal regimés

-4 . ‘gver since coming to poweTy the fascist Dergue on -
i its part has, following the colonjal.policy of Haile - i
il Selassie's expansionist regime, been striwing with all 4
il ‘might and main to strangulate the Eritrean revolution. i
-1 Conducting brutal military campaigns, hatching politi-~ &
! gal conspiracies and applying economic pressures against i
! the Eritrean people's just struggle for natioral indepe- i
i ndence and democracysy it attempted to crush our revolu=-

i “tionary movemente. Although these attempts caused enor=~ |
L mous harm on the unarmed civilian population, they were 0

! unable to .realize their objectives as they were shattered!
. by our heroic People's Armye. The Ethiopian celonial * I
i army, caught in the flames of our resolute peoplet's war,y u
! sustained heavy losses with thousands -of its aggressor
" troops killed, wounded and taken prisenere : i




At the present moment, there are hundreds cf cap=
tured Ethiopian officer:: and men in the hands cf -the
E.P.L.Fe The Ethiopian soldiers who give their hands
vcluntarily and in peace are not considered prisoners
of war ‘and, once they reach our handsg they have the

opportunity to go wherever they chooses. For instance,
many of those who had veluntarily surrendered have ‘re=
turned to their villages in Ethicpia to resumse normal
civilian 1ife, some have gone abroad to live in exile
while cthers have joined the democratic organizations
in Ethiopia fighting for the people's liberation and
progresse 1t is also to be recalled that the war pri-
soners captured in the co-called peasant "voluntéer
campaign" have, after being held mmanely for ten. .
months and receiving the standard literacy and politi-
col education, been released to resume their-normal
1ives. (See Vanguard, Vol. II, No.2). Thus, when we
speak of Ethiopian prisoners of war (POW's),we mean
only the officers and men of the regular wthiopian
armed forces captured in the battleficlde

These POW's are mercenary soldiers and officers
who have come from all units of the Ethiopian armed

. forces (ground forcesy navys paratroopersy Commandoes,
nebelbal, etce)s Their ranks span from a simple sol= . |

dier to a leutenant colonel. While some of them are
new recrtits, the majority are veteran soldiers whp

nave served from 10 to 120 years in the Ethiopian feu=

dal armye Scme of them had tzken pa- t in the imperi-
aiist aggression against the pecples ¢f Korea and
the Congce. Many, arec veterans of the Ethiopian war of
colonial aggression who have fought for 5 to 13 years
in Eritreae Those with less than twe yearm' service
are very few. The POW with the shortest stay in Eri-
trea is the major who was daptured in Afabet within
1css thgn two weeks of ‘his return from training in
the :UsSe . e 8.

The majcrity of the POW's nad received special
military training in anti-guerrilla warfare by Israeli
military experts and advisors. The Nebelbal and Com=
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" available medical treatment and care on a par with our -

pandoes in particular have all been specially trained |
by Israeli zionist anti-guerrilla exgerts to crush the n
Eritrean reveolutione In addition, virtually all the i
officers with the rank of captain and above had recei=- |
ved specialized military training abroad, i.e., in :
Israel, U.S. and France. Some of them have becen groo- "
med by going to Israel and the U.S. two or three times !
for training. i

Thus, the reactionary Ethiopian army has been trai- j
ned by and armed to the teeth with the modern weapons "
of imperialism and zionism. It is of course, no secret i
to anyone that thesé POW's, as the soldiers and offic- !
ers of the Ethiopian colonial army and the tools of the |
Ethiopian ruling classes and imperialism, had invaded I
our country to kill our people, loot their property and
burn their homes and crep fields, Their mission was to i
liguidate our just patriotic struggle and maintain the .
colonial oppression and imperialist exploitation of the i
Eritrcan people. The majority have stated thaty, in con-|
ducting the war of aggression, they had fought several i
battles agninst our patrlotic forces, participated in I
the burning of many villages, the massacres of hundreds u
of people and the looting of civilian property, and H
committed untold crimes and atrocities against the .
Eritrean peoplea :

Nevertheless, the E.P.L.F., based on its correct W
revolutionary and himane principles and in accordance il
with the provisions of its National Democratic Progra-- i
mme, provides humane treatment and care to the soldiers :
captured in the service of the Ethiopian army. Approé- |
priate punishment is meted, after proper examination 2

i

and verification, on those who had committed special -
crimes against the people. At the time of capture, i

the wounded and the sick receive immedizte medical care. i
Those seriously wounded are taken to our Central Hospi- i
tal where they receive emergency services and the best i

wounded fighters. In this way, many POW's who had com- i

pletely given up hope of everliving have been saved. a




i The mediﬂal'éervices, treatment ;nd,qara_rende;ed them |
i 4is the first phenomenon which really astounds them be-; 1}
I yond.belief about’ the essence of our organizaticn. | g

i The POW's in good health and those meeding only. . 1
i first z2id’ treatmeéent are directly tzken to their &ssighédh
! camp. Those under medical care' join them immediately ¥
! after recovery. Once in their regular camp, they are §
" under the supervision of the Department of Revolutionary !
i Security. Their daily livelihood is exactly like that
i of the EePoLeF. fighters in their surrounding Areéd. i
i They receive all the necessary medical services and .- 0
4  health care. They are free te move about and exercise
' within their compound. Thecy keep clean by washing and
i bathing once a week. They eat the same meals as our 4
i fighterse They are given all the clothing and blankets !
i they need. As one of the POW's who have been held for' i
i over a year and a half explains¥ ; ; 1

i " Tn my view, the general treantment accorded and
I " +tns health care rendered us by the fighters since i
it " coming here pre extremely gratifying and something !
- ‘that I did not expect. This is completely diffc I
.. rent from the ‘picture I used to have. I mean that |
i the bad things I used to hear before, the allegationg
i " of torture md what not - I found all this to be im- |
1 ~ congruous with the reality here.. Myself, I  have i
u not had any problem since coming here. If I get -
-+ . sicky, I am given medical care, I am fed properly "

: and I drink whencver I am thirsty. I am very well
e so far, I .am also in a good emotional and mental I
I state." s aBais it

i The EPLF has a literacy and political education i
i program especially prepared for POVW's. Many of the -
I ordinary soldiers are unable to read and’ write. Thus, +
i in the first place, the completely illiterate are I
I taught to read and write in their respective languages |
0 (Amharic, Tigrinya, etc.,) Those who are barely able i
" i to read ard write are given special lessons to .help ° i
i © them develop their literacy skills.' In this way, every y
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' POW learns to read and write within five to siz monthse !
I For the first time in his life, he writes a letter to Ii
n his familye. The first experience of writing a letter 1
! so over-joys many of them that they feel as though they
! - have becn reborn. As the POW's are free to write to i
I - their ' families, the letters written are forwarded i
!  through the Red Cross. When asked about these POW's i
il by the Red Cross, the Dergue has denied their existence. !
i The POW's could hardly belicve this "petrayal" until i
i *they themselves heard it on Radio Ethiopia. "Then, they 1
I were very a3%tonished to the point of regretting their
| past military servicee. : i

i

I " The ERLF’s -regnlar political education progranm -
i fer POV?s has six sections: i

i 1. The history of the Eritrean and Ethiopian peupliﬁfr

i . . 2s Genersd politlical educatica -~ the development of
i cosiety, democracy, political economys etce 3 3
4 %, The history of the Eritrean people’s strugglej i

1] s ml g
N 4, The formation and essence of the movements in Il

Iill % ELIJ'.:‘I.DP;E.& ?-I ] '; 1 ak 1n

B 5. The revolutionary solidarity of tha Eritrean and
i Ethionpion peoples; and i

1 4, Analynis of the Dergue's declaraticns and statle- |
.|| : -. meutsu "

i ¢ Moveaves; they are provided wiih reading tocks in i
i accordnhce wiih their ability. To develop their skills
% and mpirit of-initiative, screonc from ansng them often
i preparcs a given topic in addvance and presents cducAas 0
i {iopnal, leciures.: They sara regularly briefed on curwvent |
arfairs and importent new dovelopments in the world and !
i Ethiopia as well as the daily victories of the Eritreac
i revolution. : il

il i

N ¢+ *The pelitical cducaticn progranm has met with satic-
factory resuvltg, It has achieved over O0% effeciiveness
i so fars  After eight months® education, the PCWs show I
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marlked changes in their cutlock and mutual relations.
They practice criticism and self=-criticism as a means
of correcting their mistakes and teaching each other.
Since the majority of the POW's are ordinary soldiers
who come from the oppressed classes, they are able to
ensily grasp the basis of their oppression and identi-
fy their real friends and enemies. Upon reaching this
level of consciousness, virtually all the Eritreans
come to really regret their past roles and ardently
request that they be given the chance to-redeem them-

selves by siding with their people and fulfilling their

national duty in a new spirit. Today, there are many
ex~-Commandoes of the Ethicpian army fighting in the
ranks of the EPLF with great courage and determination
for national independence and liberation.

Cne day when we were having discussions with the
POWis, we asked them several questions at random. To
give our readers an idea abomt the general conditions
and outlook of the POW's, we present herc some of
their answers verbatic.

Question: You. as the soldicrs: of the Ethiopian
army, have served both the Haile Selassie and the
Derguefs regimes, What differences do you see between
them?

Answer:  First of all, I came to realize that
the Haile Selassie regime was an oppressive reginme
only oa the basis of the educaticen I have received

after coming here. Ever since. the Dergue replaced it,

I have heard numerous declarations on the radio.
However,, 1 have not seen any of them implemented.

1 have seen no improvement whatsocevere, If there is
any difference between the two of them, I find that
there is now more killing of the people, more blocd-
shed, more suppression; ctc. :

Question:. Ever since the beginning of the Eritrean
people 's armed struggle, and after 1967 in particular,

~many villages have been burnt down, unarmed civilians

massacred, crop fields set ablaze and property looted
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in Eritrea at first by Haile Selassie's feudal regime
and later on by the Dergue's military regime., Of
course, all this has been perpetrated by you, the

Ethiopian soldiers. What were your feelings while these

atrocities were being committed?

Answer: It is true that whenever we were going to
or coming from a battle, we used to burn many villages
on the way,kill anyone in sight and take away whatever
property we could put our hands on., This cannot be de-
nied, For instancey I can recall, when we were cngaged
in 2 battle near Keren around December 1967 seeing many
villages such as Babjengren, Halhal = I do not remember
the names of all the villages now - being burnt down
and people being massacred. Again in the February 1975
war, I saw the villages of Quazien, Adi Gin and Woki
being burnt down and their residents being massacred
with my own eyes. I have also scen Beleza, Adi Nefas
and many other villages around Asmara set ablaze by the
Ethiopian arny.

It is better to speak the truth, The views and
sentiments I used to have when I first came to "fight
bandits in the area aiming to sell their country to the
Arabs" were such that that I did not think then that

the injustices perpetrated on the people were bad at all.

After a while, howevery; I began to entertain certain

doubts about the validity of the claims of the Ethiopian

government., But, it was only after I was captured and

brought here; when the line and objectives of your move=-;

ment were 'clarified for me through the political edu-
cation I have received that I began to feel the awful

extent of the brutality and injustices committed against

the people.

Question: You know that you came to Eritrea to fight

against us. Could you explain to us your views about
the Eritrean case before and after your capture?

Answer: DBefore I came herey I used to think that
"Eritrea was Ethiopia" and believe that all the govern=-
ment*s radio broadcasts about Eritrea were true. After




I came here, however, I have learmed cf'what kind of
colonizers = the Turks, Egyptiansy Italians, British

‘and finally the Ethiopian government -~ have successive-

ly chinged hands in Eritrea in an uniterrupted chain,
I now understand the: colonial sltuaticn of the people
and their just cause. -

Questlon. Many-of you know hhﬂt it is nOrmul pra-=
ctice for the Haile Selassie regime or thg Dergue 15
incarcerate suspected Eritrean pais iﬂta: iel alone
fighters captured in the battlafield, under extremely
hazardous jail conditions; subject them to harsh beat-
ings and even torture them to (eaths The EPLY however,
having captured you in the bat*lefield treats you .in
such a humane manner. - How do you accaunt for the dif-
ferences that exist hetween these two ways of handling
POW's? :

Answer: These two ways of treatment are of course
fundnmentally different. ..The viewpoint I had in the
beginning and the one I have now are alsc different.
Before coming liere,I had a very low level of conscious=
ness, Moreéover, the Dergue used to scare us by saying
that "if they catch you, the bandits will kill you,
torture you, mutilate your bodies, etc." Thus, I never
had any qualms about the atrocities committed in Asmara
and the surrorading villages; I never felt sorry for
them, But having seen through the situation now, I un=-
derstand that the Dergue's suppression of and atrocities
against the people are not just. The EFLF cn its part,
as it fights for and protects the peopleg 15 living
in a harmonious union with the masses.

When our camp at Habrengeqa was attacked by the
Tighters of the FFLF on December 26, 1976, 116 of the
170 soldiers and officers prescnt were killed in the
battle while 54 of us were taken prisonero: In the :
first few daysy; I used to have sleepless nights, haunted
by the memcry of the Derguefs stories of torture.

Shaken by feary, I was saying to myself "Will they
kill us today or tomorrow? When shall they begin to

——
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- u torture us?® It is hetter 1f they k111 us soon!", Through |
g talks with several fellow soldiers-at the. time, I under=-
Il stood that the majorty had the eame feelings, Instead. !
i of the anticipated death and torture however, we found !
! here amazing humane kindness and fraternal spirit.. It 1
I is really astounding for you to accord us such treatment
it while we have committed untold crimes against the Eri-
i trean pecple and your 'strugg le. If we could return to s W
i the citieb-and recéunt all this to the. Ethicpian soldiers)
it . falling e?erywhere, they woyld not' believe us. Thus, .
* when we compare and contrast the situation.in which i
I we were with the one in which we are, we can clearly i
Il  see that the Dergué is anresaive while .this Frcnt iss i
n compasslonate and Jjuste. ; L : i

i guestion: You are aware that the Dergue has depla:ed,,
yw "Ethiopian socialism' and is endeavouring to confuse +
| people through pseudo-progressive slogans. On the i
A other hand, “‘some ¢f you have just recently returned I
Il from training in the U.S. and Israel. The "Nebelbal®,
n in particulary you have been trained by the Israelis. it
i And there are some of you here who intimately kpow that |
i the zionists are today training the Ethiopian army in o
' anti-guerrilla warfare. What views do you have about i
IL.ithis? . _ " ci ' I

I Answer: We ourselves had asked about the role of f
i Israel. There are four places where the Israelis are n
U now training in Ethiopia, ' We were trained ;in a place I
W called Arba, 25 km. to the east of the town of Awash, -
i in Harar Province. At the time we were selected from "
i all divisions of the Ethicpian army and began to take I
Il special training under ‘the .name of the "Nebelbal"; for
i instancé, we had asked that '"At a time when the govern- 1
. ment has cut diplomatic relations with.lIsrael, how come j
n that Israel is permitted to provide military tra1n1ng?” H
W In reply, the Dergue stated that:r . ; ’ H

i "The cutting of diplomatic relations is only super=
W ficial. That with Israel in particuldr; we have histo-
! "pic relations dating back to'the ancient era.,” Moreover,
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both of us are surrounded by the Arab countries which
are our common enemies, and it is necessary for us to
cooperate against these common encmies."

Thus, although the Dergue has declared "Ethiopian
socialism" to swindle the unknowing, it has not, in my
opinion, terminated its relations with imperialism and
zionism,

Question: You have heard that the Dergue’s chair-
man, Coloncl Mengistu Haile Mariam, has in a2 speech on
April 13, 1977, given in Addis Ababa, alleged that
Sudan has invaded Ethiopia. Nacfa and Afabet in parti-
cular are among the Eritrean towns which Sudan is accu-
sed of invading. What are your views about this, espe~-
c¢ially those of you who have been captured in Nacfa and
Afabet? .
Dergue may say and do whatever it wants. We, however,
used to hear these kinds of things before; we also used
to belicve them when we were in the cities. For insta-
nce, I am one of the 215 soldiers and officers captured
in Afabet. Those who captured me are all Eritreans,
Having seen the grezat determination of the Eritrean
fighters in the battle, I find the Derguefs lies truly
cheap and shameless. They may, however, manage to de=-
ceive pecople who do nct knowe This is a criminal con-
spiracy designed to arouse the Ethiopian people against
the Eritrean people. HNevertheless, the strength and
determination of the Eritreans that I have seen has con=-
vinced me that your victory is beyond doubt. For insta=-
nce, I have been astonished at how easily you were able
to seize Afabet becgause I had tlought that it would be a

Answer: There is nothing secret about this. The

difficult cperatioﬂ; considering that it is a flat plainq

Question: You have heard from Colonel Mengistu Haile
Mariam's specech that the Dergue is making preparations
for a new "Wodo Zemach" campaign against the Eritrean
people. What advice would you like to give the Ethio-
pian people concerning this?

Answer: The Dergue is now taking a desperate step
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il in vain, perhaps pushed by the colonial ambitiom of pre- |
N venting the abandanment of a colony that was acquired I
N at the time of Haile Selassie. This is pure madness, i
n I cannot see how it can solve the problem by mobilizing
y the "Wodo Zemach" from all over the countryside in a i
n short time. Hcw can the "Wodo Zematch" face the war i
i that the well trained and well-equipped regular Ethio- !
! pian army has been unable to stand? This problem must o
g first be properly and truthfully ezZplained to the Ethio-~
# pian people. The conditions of the Eritrean people must i
i be made known to them. If after all this, the Ethiopian u
i . people take part in the campaigng it can then be said i
I  that it is their responsibility. In any case, I ‘am
iy convinced that when the Ethiopian people, deceived by -
' allegations of "Sudanes transgression and Arab invasion", ||
N come to Eritrea and see that they are fighting against i
W Eritreans only, they will be demoralized and defeated, it
i The current campaign can thus have no aim other than i
W the slaughter of the Ethiopian people. This is the = - i
! Dergue's desire. Therefore, I am of the opinion that |
! this step should be thought over before being taken -
i and that the Ethiopian people should be taught. it

il Question+ If you were given the opportunity to re-
i turn to Lthiopia soon, what would you do? 1

i Answer ¢ In the beginning, I used to think that if |
i I were to return {o Ethiopia, I would become a peasant or|
t ,a dependen® or seek refuge abroad. DNow,; hcwever, since |
N my attitude has changed as a result of the political I
# education I have received herey I feel  that this would I
i be running away from respeonsibility. If I could return -
n to Ethiopia, I would particularly endeavour to partici-
l pate in the struggle of the broad masses of the people T

! and wholeheartedly fight for the real 1ndependence and -
W liberation of my country. ; H
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THE ROLE OF CULTURE IN THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC . 8
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Ever since the advent of colonialism, the colonized
peoples have cecaselessly fought for national independe~
nce, liberation, democracy and human dignity and won -
brilliant victories. Today, the national liberation o
movement has becomec the prineEpal motive force of his- T
torical development and social progress. It is waging |
courageous and resclute struggles to provide a fundame- !
nial solutlon to the primary contradictions between co- i
lonialism, imperialism and domestic reaciion on the one i
hand and the oppressed =nd colounized masses on the other.
The nationzl-democratic Et_ag le is waged cn soveral i
fronts, vize; on the political; economic and cultural =
frontse 1ts .main objeciive is tc do away with the pro-; I
vailing conditions of political oppressiocn, wcnrnomic i
exploitation and cultural domination and snppression f
and bring about social liberation, prosperity and pro- It
g eS8 | : i

In any society, cconomics is the base while pcliti- |
cs is the councentrated expression of cconomics: that i
is; it expresses the cconomic relations ohta;-:ngﬂamﬂng I
the various sccial classes. ' And any culture is the I
ideological reflection of the e¢xisting social economy 1
and polit2ecs. Its form is-deitermined primarily by the i
prevailing econemic and politicei strustires. In turny |
cuiture affects and exerts a great influence on the . .
cconomy and. politics, The coacrete material condiftions B
of social existence are the bases of human econscieus- .
ness while consciousncss, in turn, plays a big and io- i
paortant role in the cracsferfiation of the natural ond
sccial conditions of existences +

In a colonial and feudo-~capitalist sucﬂc'v cp i R '
ours, for instance; there prevails a fe talis
economy and politics. Reflecting this foudoeca itﬁl
cconcmy and politics on the ideoviogic the
deminant feudo-bourgeois culture From their daliy i
struggles to live and improve tnc" i1ivelihocd, the "




" # " strong and weak,-gaod and bad, positive and negative =

it . massesy who are the victims of colonial oppression and
i° imperialist explcitation, come to understand the causes I
g ©of their cppression, poverty and suffering. -In the pro-
iy cess of their cbntinuing stnuggle, they gain exper:.ence,q
i raise the level of their national and class conscious- 4
i ness, and come to identify their real €riends and eng- |
I mies. They grasp the need for organlzhtion and ‘rise ~. U
n up,against all forms of oppression and exploitation._ 1
4 Achieving victory after a long, hard and bitter- strug~ i
‘y - gle for liberation,; they smash the oppressive: system _ "
i and establish a new and just one. Thus, in this 1= N
il economic exploitation and politcal oppression become 4
. I the basis for cultural awakening or consciousness. The 1
- it conscious social forces_,then wage organized popular g
i straggles-on the ecanamlcinollt1ca1 and cultural fields
i and bring about the basic transformation of socleuy. o

it Culture; in general, expresses the relaﬁlons be» - B
- tween Man and nature, ,the relations among various so. !
~‘cial classes, the material and spiritual life of GGClEFyﬂ
# and the identity of a people. Since it is intimately =
i linked with the social and economic conditions, with £
i the level of development of the productive forces and i
mode of production’ of society, it develops along with i

"4 - thems A given culture has dominant and suppressed; .~

I as well as progressive and rﬂactlonhry elements, . In &
I moré precise terms, culture has always a class charac~
i. tere In any class society (except under socialism), il
W -there is the progressive.and democratic culture of the |
e toiling® masses struggling against the dominant reaction- ||
i ,ary culturg of the uppressor and exﬂloltlng ruling i
"l '¢1u559..:. i ' I

o T Our country Eritrea is a colonial and a feudc-capif ti
i talist country. Under the yoke of successive colonial
W rule, its people have long remained the victims of un-
y told oppression;exploitation and suppression. With H
! their natural and human resources plundered by forei=
I gners and their living conditions declining from bad i
ll_to wor'se year by year, they lead a miserzable life, suf- u



fering from distressing poverty,’ nckwardness, ignora-
nce and-diseases. Moreover, Ethiopian colonizlism and
world imperialism have been striving hard to destroy
the Eritrean identity by suppressing the culture and
traditions of the Eritrean people and spreading their
own decadent cultures and traditions in our society.
They have endeavoured to poison the mentality of our
young men and womeéen in the ‘cities so that they may fri-
tter away their golden time on selfish and decadent
activities instead of on the affairs of their country
and the cause of their people.

Pursuing the vicious policy of divide and rule,
they have,-cither directly or through the agency of
their lackeys, -never refrained from the attempt to Sow
rcligious, nationzlity, tribal, regional, etc., discor

and sharpen the non-basic contradictions among the peo=-'

ple in a futile effort to weaken the unity of the Eri-
trean people and obstruct the development of our strug-
gle. . In our country, colonialism,decadent imperialist
culture and backwnrd feudal culture are closely inter-
twined and have formed a triple alliancc. This cultu=-
ral allience between colonialism, imperialism and dome-
stic reaction is a reactionary alliance reflecting thei
common economic interests and political views based on
the oppression and exploitation of the toiling masses
of Eritreas This reactionary cultural alliance sanc+
tions and fortifies the oppression of women, fosters
hatred of labour and contempt for the toiling masses,
foments trihal, nationality and provincial discord, and
nurtures religious fanaticism. Backward feudal culture
in particular is not only the instrument of oppression,
exploitation and suppression in the service of the ru-
ling classes but it is also a tool of colonial aggres-
sion and imperialist domination.

Culture is a very important factor in the life of .
& people. For this reason, the suppression, paralysis
and destruction of the cultural life of a people is
one of the- principal instruments which colonizalism
and imperialism use to colonize "and plunder them. Dur-
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I ing the last 25 years, Ethiopian colonialism and its

it imperialist overlords have inflicted énorméus harm on

i our country and people through the unreserved use of

i brutal viclence. They have not only committed fascist
i aggression to forcibly subjugate our people and plunder.f
- thelr natural and human resources, but there is also

! hardly and conspiracy they have not hatched to break

Il our people's heroic resistance,; suppress our national

i culture, languages and traditions, and fonent nﬂtlonal
t division and discord.

i Colonialism endeavours to make the colonized people
i the source of forced labour and the victim of its exp-
" loitation. It never tries to. raise their cultural- le-
l vel, On the contrary, it strives with all might and

I maln to suppress the culture of the toiling masses,

i which it despises,; and 'spread its own reactionary cul=-

w Jlonized people, it perpetrates untold oppression, sup-
I pression and domination against them, violntes their

h or influence the vast majority of the peasant masses in
i the countryside and the working people in the cities.
y Hence, the indigenous culture of the masses ‘becomes a

i powerful revolutionary weapon thdit safeguards the iden~ !

It tity of the colonized people, awzkens and mobilizes all
i the patriotic forces for the ,anti-colonial resistance,
I and expands and epnsolidates the political and morale

i unity of the revolutionary forces.

-1 Thus, the cultural struggle against colonialism
I must necessarily be based on the culture ‘of the masses.
. ‘The negative factors and the reactionary aspgcts of the

h gle and the progress of society should be attacked,

i progressive elcments of the culture that support the

i. patriotic struggle and strengthen the unity of the peo- !
| ple must be consolidated and developed. In this way,

i the EPLF, as the vanguard of the Eritrean national
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i ture in its place. To destroy the identity of the co- '

It human dignity, and creates cultural alienation. NE?QF{IL
it theless, thé colonial culture does not directly affect’ I
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the cultural field, already shattered the reactionary
cultural alliance of colonialism, imperialism and do-
i mostic reaction ngainst the masses-and social progresse
# On its ruins, it is building 2 new national culture
! based on the progressive and democratic content of the
culture of our toiling masseSe

4
]
E liberation movement, has, through arduous struggles in
| |

Any ncw social development arises out of a hard and

bitter struggle. And the new culturc is porn out of

a long, hard and bitter struggle against the old once.
The Eritrean people have never lived in peace with
. their colonial aggressors. For the last L20 years,
they have been in constant resistance and struggle
against foreign aggression as well as colonial oppres-
sion, exploitation and culture. History bears witness
that oven during the periods when their resistance suf-
fered temporary defeat in the hands of foreign aggres-
sors, they persisted in passive resistance through
spontaneous uprisings, refusal to provide forced labour
and pay taxes, armed revolts, ¢tc. Today, our rapidly
advancing armed liberation struggle is smashing the
enemy's counter-revolutionary violence with the revolu-
tionary force of the masSsScsSe
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i undertaken by the masses for the masses, the EFLF, as

4 the vanguard organization, adheres to the principle of
R " from the masses to the msses" in its fighte Our

" revolutionary patriotic strgggle'expressea.and endeaw

u vours to implement the wishes and aspirations of our

i people fo independence, frcedody prosperity and pro-

n gresse And this is precisely why it is advancing so

n. rapidly and dealing the enemy dévastating blows on all
" fronts. The forces of colonialism and reaction in Eri-

I Jdeath throes. This great victory is the fruit of the
i protracted and resolute struggles of our heroic people
i pgainst colonial oppression, imperialist exploitation,
i cultural domination and reactionary conspiracies.

N Since a revolution is fundamentally o social process |
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i -trea, with #reir time drawn to a ¢clcse, arc tcday‘tnthaiﬁ
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i The masses are always the inexhaustible source of i
Il the new revolutionary culture., Since the masses presc- H
t Eve their cultural identity and human dignity even un-

er the worst circumstances of colonial oppression a
njustices, they wage an unyielding cultural resistarg
! For this reason, they can rapidly be awakened and thelir j
i largescale participation in the political and armecd 4
I struggle secured within a relatively short time, there- !
i by guarantceing the victory of the struggle, provided I
i that they are correctly led :and guided by a revolution- n
i ary vanguard. In this way, .the armed liberatiocn strug- |
i gle becomes not only the outcome of the resistant cul-
it ture of the masses but alse the fountain of the new i
I revolutionary culture. This new revolutionary culture M
I is the inexhaustible source of the courage; persevera- |
i nce and unity of our people in general and the firm i
n foundation of the resolute determination, spirit of i
i self-sacrifice and heroism of our People's Army in par= j
n ticular. i

- Cultural resistance is a great moving force in the I
il course of the armed struggle. When the pcople; who _ i
i for many centuries have suffered from illiteracy, igno- 1
i rance, diseases and repression,; receive opportunities =
1 for education, medical care and demccracy for the first
i :time,” their cultural level is rapidly raised. The con~ ;
I scious masses then mobilize their boundless creative -
il energy in the service of the revolution. Thus the ex- !
Il 'pansion and widespread.dissemination of education, 1li- o
i terature, the arts, music and patriotic songs play a i
i big role in the awakening of the masses and raising |
i - their level of consciousness, morale and revolutionary
y participation. i

i The objective of our national democratic revolution H-
i led by the correct revolutionary line of the EELF is I
i the building of a new society in a new Eritrca. We are i
i fighting to obliterate the old colonial and oppressive
il - society with all its old economy; politics and culture
' and éstablish in its place a new society with a new -
I economy, politics and culture, This important task is | -
I already being put into effect in the liberated areas, I

o e e o e ————————
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. The new democratic culture. that we are building -

4 on the basis of a scicentific theory has a natiohal &
4 form and a progressive content. - We are expanding and it
it spreading political education, revolutiocnary literature’ .
i and cultural work among the masses of our people, to o

i destroy colonialism, imperialism and.feudo-capitalism® |
i in the cultural field, A great effort is being made =~ : !
i to enable the masses of our people to participate with . i+ * .
i all their energy and resources in the antiecolonial, .- .II
i anti-imperialist and anti-feudal political, economic’ i
i and cultural revolution being waged by raising their ..y -
# consciousness and culturzl level. In briefy a solid : ..
i foundatien is,being laid for the building of a.society |
w Iree Irom all forms of oppression and exploitation, .. |

i The new democratic culture being built in the cou- &
i rse of the armed struggle is national. It ophoses all i
i colonial cppression, impcerialist dominatioen and feudal i
it backwardness; it works for the independence and dignity i
n of Eritreaj and.it endeavours for the emancipation.and |
. u pProgress of its people. This national culture has an i

i internationalist ‘content. It has no relations whatso- !
I ever with any reactionary imperialist or feudal culture, !
it However, it is closely linked with and develops by dra- I
i wing from the progressive culture of the world's workers I
0 and toiling masscs. Our pregressive national culture i
w can be enriched by drawing from any progressive foreign
w culture, However, this does not mean that we should n
i blindly cop¥. It should be done selectively, by rela- .
iy ting and integrating it with the concréte conditions I
i of our society and the experience of our struggle. It i
i is only when the culture we absorb from other countries
u and peoples is integrated with the particular features |
w of our country and society and takes on a national form i
w that it can be of service to our struggle, the develop- !
i ment of our culture and the progress of our sociecty. i

I The new democratic culture of the ‘ew Eritrea is i
i scientifics It is based on the democPatic and progres- i
W sive content of the old culture of our toiling masses, 1
i draws from the developed and rewolutionary cultures of ||




the world's people, opposes and destroys all the back-
ward, superstitious and unscientific c¢lements of the

old culture, respects the history of our people and ac-

celarates their dialectical development. To respect
our history does not, however, mean that we should be
vainglorious and look backwards. instead of forward.

1t means that we intensify and push our present strug-
gle forward on the basis ‘of 34 proper understanding of
the historic experiences and victories of our peoplc.
We study our history in order to better understand our
present situation and correctly map out the course. of
our future struggle. Our new national culture. endea.
vours to seek after the truth and assure the unity of
theory and practice.

The new national culture of the nevw Eritrea is de-
mocratics Owned by and serving,the intercsis of the
toiling masses who make up over 95% of tho population.
it is the culturc of the broad masses of the peoplea

It has an unbending anti-feudal and. anti-imperialist

contents The cultural movement is extremely important.’

for the practical revolutionary movement of the NAESCS,
That is why revolutionary culture is a’ powerfiul weapon
which stirs up the broad masses of the parnie,

For the last sixtcen years, the Eritrear, people

kave been fighting against Ethiopian colonialism, yorlg

L4

imperialism, zionism and domestic reaction with great.

determination and heroism and scoring glaorivus victow

viese They are carrying out-a cultural revolution - ‘
that goes side by side with, reflacis and serves thei» .

political; military and cconomic struggl-zs- . Thus, to=-
day in Eritrea, there are two systems confronting and
waging intense and bitter struggles agninst cach other,
One is old, colonial,’oppressive, cxploitazive and
counter-revolutionary while the other is new, national,
just, liberating and revolutionary. It is certain that
in the end the new shall triumph over the old; the na-
tional over the colonial., the progressive over the re-

actionary, and the revolutionary over the counter-revo-

lutionary system.
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. In general, therefore, the progressive culture of I
i our toiling masses has crystalifzedand continues to n
i develop from their long historic struggles (production i
i and class straggles). This basically progressive and i
i democratic culture develops and advances forward frca i
! time to time with the development of science and tech~ |
N nology, the expansion of education, art and literature, |

Il and the attainment of social emancipation, prosperity il i
Il and progress. The national culture of our masses plays i
i a big and important role in our ongoing liberation il
i struggle on the one hand, and is built and developed t
i by our popular revolutionary struggle on the other. i

{ i Our cultural movement, just like our military ope- i
I pations, safeguards and consolidates the unity and vic- 1
# tory of our people and assures the defeat of our enemiesal
il The pringipal aim of the cultural activities being per-
i formed in the liberated arcas, which our vanguard orga=
i niaation has given top priority, is to demolish the old
! foudal and decadent imperialist cultures and to build I
" .nd consolidate the new democratic culture of our mas- |
l gsese In brief, to mcbilize all the popular forces and #°
W yaise their revolutionary participation is the war for
i national independence, democrgcy, freedom and progresss i
i Its content and presentation are designed to educate “
i and strengthen the unity of our people and to attack i
! &and smash the enemye This cultural movement is a power-|.
| I ful revoluticnary force that helps our heroic people; i
i I and the resolute EPLF Pecople'!s Army in particular, to T
I fight with greater unity, determination and self-sacri=-
i fice against all our enemies. Today, on the ruins of i
i the old colonial, oppressive and reactionary politicaly
b, i economic and cultural system, a new national, just and |
l progressive political, cconomic and cultural system has |
I germinated with the blood of our heroic martyrs and is . i
I branching out and flowering with the struggle of our i
i masscs and the continuing martyrdom of our finest com-




'“Ctl?ﬁ conditionssy:

THE. PRESENT AS THE FOUNDATION OF THE FUTURE .

.t
e

not forget that more work lies nhead. Nevertheless,

:'it has ben assured that our firm line is capable of

magnifidently overcoming and-ﬁefgating all: problems,

It is true that our country has been destroyed by the .
‘brutal forces of Ethiopian colonialism and imperialism.

Wevertheless, we are, relying on revolutionary will and
conviction, endeavouring to transform the present obje=-

Colon1ﬁ115m is thHe worst scourge "of our era the
bu:den_of JhDEE ‘exploitation and oppression ‘crushes the

. ‘masses, nll colonialism, irrespective of place, time °
and appearance, has the same ¢bjectives. However, one

colonizer may differ from another in its tactics and
the extent.of injustices it perpetrates, , For instance,
although our people have .for centuries been the victim
of sucessive .colonialism, they have been: subjected -to
the worst suffering and atrocities under the backward
rule of feudal Ethiopia. This however, does not mean

‘that we are’ prcferlng one‘colonialism to another but

merely camparlng the bad with the worse and the bitte“
with the more bltter. X 2

Thus, ‘when we focus our attentinn at the past and
present colonialism, we get an idea of the assence

- of our: patriotic. struggle at-this stage and our coun-

try's prevailing soclal and economic conditions, Our
people's centuries~old resistance and unceasing strug-
gle, ascertain1ng the historic inevitability of victory

- - today on the verge of attaining its aims.

The brutal coloninl aggression of backward Ethicpia

5fnnd the atrnc"tles and bloodshed perpetrated on our
" people have’ only strengthened their resolve and spirit

of selfsacrifice, Gont:nuouu victnries are being won

‘The - revulutionizatlon of ‘the masses and a high 1&?&1
of patriﬂtlc wnrk-is*advanclng along with the uninter-
j:rﬂnted developments that our national democratic strug-
"“gle ‘is ‘achieving in each of its -taskss’ “Although' satis-
“factory fruit is being reaped-'from this work, we should



in the revolutlonary struggle to bring ahnut basic H
changes in the emisting situation.' The destruction £ M
and havoc that can be seen in the liberated towns,. such
as Nacfa and Afabet, clearly attests to the brutal crue=-i
1ty and ruthless exploitation of Ethiopian colonialisme: y

Anyone who' takes a glance at the strects of the g
towns of Nacfa and Afabet can properly see the extent = !
to which feudal colonialist Ethiopia has arrested the Il
development and progress of the Eritrean people. Many
©of the buildings, structures and services that were the
signs of a relatively vigorous society on the march be=
fore the occupation have now crumbled under the weight |
of Ethiopian aggression. On the dilapidated walls and |
ruins of the buildings and streets, one can read the "
old efforts to build a developed urban society, the i
dark history of destruction of the past two decades, i
and the new hope of a better future of freedom, rebuil- u
ding and progresse : 1

Formerly, life in these cities used to have its -
own calm and harmonious pace, Compared with the wander-|
ing and backward life of the surrounding momads, it was !
fairly developed. : it

The hospitals, schools, streets and buildings that
were built with care and great effort have long been il
reduced to ruins. Anyone familiar with the old situa-
tion is forced to remember the formerly active life of ||
the towns with people moving back and forth in their I
normal day to day businessy children playing on the i
streetsy going to and from school, outpatients linad i
up at the gate of the Hospital,construction workers il
‘actively building, etce Afier this fleeting moment it
with the past, cne inevitably returns to the present i
with all the bomb damage and dilapidation of the buil- !
dings and disruption of the fabric of social life in i
the towns. The school and the hospital are in ruins; |
the doors and windows of the residential buildings had
been snatched away by -the enemy troops to foritify i

. their trenches and camps. Sty i



1 They have spread all over the surrounding hills and - 1

i What about the people? Where have they gone? i

w valleys to escape from the atrocities of the aggressor
w troops. The towns were thus ruined with the coming of
i the Ethiopian colonial troops; the barbarians of the 4
i twentieth century. ,The Ethiopian aggressors, pursuing |
i the Nazi-like policy of exterminating the Eritrean peo~ !
i ple to occupy their land, are perpectrating cnormous suf-:
i fering on our people. Our people, on their part, are il
w resisting these brutal atrocities to the end and comrple-
w tely reject any form of a peaceful solution that perpe-~ |
i tuates the aggression. -

I Now, nfter the bitter battles and resolute sacrifi.. !
N cesy pecr.e are abandoning their hiding places returningu
i to their nomes ir the towns to resume normal life. The

i darkness of injustices that had enveloped our country |

it ever sinc: the coming of the Turks has now been clegred |
y and the m.sses ol the people have begun o new life with |
I! a2 new project under a clear and bright sky. Although s
I arduous siruggle lies ahead, there is now an excellent !
i situatica for the consolidation of our victories and i

i the further development of the liberation war. il

it Nacfa and Afabet provide only a limited example of
i the destruction and suffering that Ethiopian,colonialism |
W has wrought all over Eritrea. At the same time, the vicd
I “tories that have been won in these towns are a harbinger
i of the new life of freedom, progress and happiness. 1




FROM THE SOLIDARITY MESSAGES TO THE FIRST ¢ e
ORGANIZATIONAL CONGRESS OF THE EELF _ .

o

The Delepation of the People's Democratic Republic of i
YEMEN : . - T

Comrade Participants of the Congress, - - . E

_—— =
==

In the name of the United Political Organization H
of the National Front, we salute the E.P.L.F.’s Orga- I
nizational Congress now in session in this liberated !
areca,. 1

Comrade Participants of the Gungréssq .

On the cccasion of this Organizational Cengress of ~ T

the EP.L.F,, we would like to cite the relations that I
exist between the peoples of Yemen and Eritrea. This ' i

relationship has deep roots in cur history, both an-~ |
cient and modern. It is bnsed not mersly on the proxi- |
mity of our geographic position but alsoc on the fra=- H
ternal relations of our two peoples that are continuoc- |
cusly developing, Cuﬁ501lcltlﬁ‘T and deepening, on the i
common intcrest of our ongoing struggle against colnnia—;g
lism and reactionaries for democracy and progress. i
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| Our organization views your Congress with great il
concern because it is a summation of many years of i
struggle and is being held under difficult circumstances,l
The unity of the forccs of ‘the Eritrean rewolution, "
that is of those social forces that have a real 1ntercstlf
in social progress and dgmocrucy, is one of the prin- Il
cipal questions” that must pe given priority. Of course, i
you will have to wage a hard struggle to accomplish it
this big task. A4s this question is the guarantce for i
the revolution, its solution will show your ability to i
determine your destiny and satisfy the wishes of your Il
peorle. il

] The unity of the forces of the Eritrecan revolution g
is an internal question that concerns you. And it 'is t
vyou who determine it and chkoose the methods of its il
ﬁchievement. However, it has dialectical relations i

'
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with the pregressive and democratic forces around you
in particular and the world over in general.

At this historic duﬁctu ey while struggling for the
unity of the fcwses of the Eritrean revolution, you have

to also wage political and ideological struggles, appre=-

ciating the harmful consequences of the tribal, religi-
ous and ethnic struggles. This is because once the im-
perialists and reactionaries fail in the revolutignary
storms' of the socinl struggle, they try to arouse this

+ kind of sentiments so as to sidetrack the revolutionary
" mass struggle and make it serve the interests of impe=-

rialtism and reaction.

Comrade :articipants of the Congress,

Today, imperialist and reaetionary conspiracies

based an political and military alliances are keenly
. following the developments around East Africa.' They
are making numecrous attempts to obstruct the liberation

mﬂveménts. All this is connected with the conspiracies

“to destruy and stra n“ulate the progressive and libera=
Al Fien mQV£meﬁts 1n the.Hlddle Fast and the Arablan Peni=-

fisulas -

e

At fhis ﬁumeﬂt, the .imperialists and rcactionaries

are hatching plots to liquidate the Palestinian peoplels

cause.and deprive them of their minimum human rights.
Iran, on its part, is committing military aggression

against our territory to annihilate the Omani revolution.

&nd these attempts are being: made to ensure imperialist
dictation and domination of the region.

Comrade Participants of the Congress,

Our United Political Organization of the National
Fronty; which has a firm stand in favour of liberation
and progress the world over, wishes your congress suc=-
cess that serves the forces of liberation and progress
in the world.

Victory to the International Solidarity
of the World's Peoplel



Dear Comrades, : - P i

I convey to you the fraternal grecetings of the "
Italian Communists engaged today in®deciSive and arduous !
struggle to. lead the working class to seize state power
&and bring about the socialist transformation of the so- t
ciety. Like in Algeria, Vietnam, Angola, Western Sahara,
etcsy, the Italian Communists are on the side of the Eri- |
trecan people and actively support your right to self=- H
determination and independence. I am very happy there- |
fore to be with you here in the liberated areas - the 1
base of your revolutionary work and struggle = to rei-—- g
terate, with appreciation of your successes, our support i
for the Eritrean struggle for indipendence. It is also ||
our wish that the much desired unity of the two libe- +
ration fronts be realized based on the real, profound - !
and conscigts unity of intercst of the Eritrean people. |

~
i
i
i The Delegation of the Communist Party of Italy - . &
n
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In the past, various factors have contributed to i
isolate the EPLF from the international socialist and
working class movement. Among these has been the stra-
tegic power interests which the friendly countries have !
Floced above internationalist duty. There was also the. i
problem of the ex~Foreign Mission of :the EPLF which you 1
have now resclved, already showing certain positive i
signs. in terms of c”earness Gf relationship and flow of
information. L : o

But there are also, on the part of Italian and Euro-[;
pean progressive forces] procrastination and lack of h
attention. To hide these .facts would be hypocritical i
and would not allow further advance. - As- regards the i
Italian Commtnist--Party in particular, a certain Euro-
centrism, which arose from the particular conditions 0
of our struggle, has caused this inattention, that does |
not refer only to Eritrea. Nonethelessy we are coasci - |
ous of all this and our presence here, alone from the I
‘communist parties, signifies something. - I

Nevertheless, the rclative international isolation
of the Eritrean struggle for indapendence and the EBLF



had not impeded the victorious development of yoar
struggle. On the contrary, it has allowed you to deve=-
lop an original revolutionary experience frece from in-
ternational pressures and stringse AL

We are not here to give definitions and labels,
It is not us or others who can decide who is revolution-
ary or Marxist and who is not., Facts ghow what you are.
But, if you would allow me to express a Jjudgment of me=
rit, I would say that this political and ideological

_independence of yours is an important asset of your mo=-

vement which should be defended and strengthened, It

'is such a contribution that the socialist and interna=-

tional anti-imperialist struggle needs today more than
in the past: an original contribution which enriches
the ideology '‘of liberation of the peoples from exploi=-
tation and guaranteces the nation's real independence
‘and autonomous development,

- Thus, it is with friendship and esteem that I ‘greet
your Gcngress and wish you.fruitful work and new suc-
cesses in the struggle till final victory and the crea-
tion of an independent and free Eritrea where power
really resides in the hands of the toiling masscs. .

NEWS AND VIEWS

The E,P,L.F. and the E.L.F. Hold a Meeting

: On 21 - 22f4/77, a meeting was held between members
of the Political Bureau of the Eritrean People's Libe-
ration Front LE.BLL, F.} and the Executive Committee of

_the Eritrean Liberation Front (E.L.F.). Although this

meeting, which is an introduction to dialogue, has not
come out with any points for official declaration until
subsequent other meetings, it has raised and discussed
various internal and external issues. Such meetings
shall, from now onwards, continue.inside.the Eritrean
field without the pressure or interference of other
 forces, ' The EPLF shall make the necessary effort not
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only to utilize this kind of meetings for propaganda I
purpeses but to make them bear fruit. Y ek
: . el WEEE N -

_Thﬁ E,P.L.F. Celebrates May Day - i e : -

On May 4,°1977, the EPLF éelebrated May Day through- |
out the liberated arcas of Eritrea and in all its camps
by presenting- political and cultural seminars about the
historical development and victories of.‘the workers' i
struggle., Workers and mass organizations in the cities i
celebrated it by conducting clandestine bolitical lec- !
turess EPLF mmss organizations abroad (in the Middle i
East, Europe, North America) als¢ celebrated it in co-
operaticn with the progressive and ‘revolutionary move- i
ments around’them. - : -

. . May Day, =s the intérnational workers! day, -is ce=
h lebrated throughout the world by the socialist countries,)
- ﬁ%ogressive workers® movements in the capitalist count= !
ﬂ ries, the national liberation movements of the colonized
| and'oppressed peoples, and all the world's progressive i
i - people in general, 1In particular, it is celebrated as
# an official holiday in the socialist countries while t

its celebration is legally banned in almost all the. !

capitalist countries. .

May Day was chosen by the International Socialist i
Congress of the Second Socialist International held in
Paris in 1889 to celebrate the long and arduous strug= i -
gles, so replete with sacrifices, of the world's workers |
against fhe rule, oppression and exploitation of the i
bourgeoisis. The Congress resolved for all workers to |

. Stop.work, through direct. coordination, cn, May 1, irre- !
‘spective of the day on which it .-falls, and celebrate I
‘the victories of their strugglc. Ever since, May Day If
in every ‘capitfalist country has beconme = day of confro-
ntation and clashes between workdrs and police forces |

(as the instruments of bourgeois rule). s :

: As a class, workecrs emerged with the development I
‘of capitalism. When, after two and a half centuries I
‘(from the 17th céntury to the beginning of the 19th I
century) of long tortucus and hard struggles, the ine- |
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growth in socizl production. b arte -

workers' movement is a-revolutionary movement that il

“the world, to bring about a fundamental solution to i
* this basic. social contradiction. The wurkers, on the I

|
~ to. raise wages; reduce working hours, improve working

-against” the bourgceisie who directly cxvln:t them to i

5 1}
dustrial revolution tool place in Western Europe, first -
in England and then in Franch, Germany and America, -
feudalism was shattered and replhced by capitalism. The i
struggles waged against the old.decandent feudal system i
rbprcacntsd a world shaking social movement led by the ”
then revolutionary bourgeois class and in which the mas—
sesy the workers and: peasants in particular, played a i
great role. The victory of capitalism. over feudalism |
b“curht forth' new _phenomena and grcat devtlnpmgnts un= i
precedented in humnn history. There occumed a tremen=— i
dous devblormcnt in technology and the productivity of
labour power, a great advance in the forces of produs i

ction and, the means of production, and an enormous h

= : I
As' ‘the forccc of. r“UuuCtlDﬁ, the means of produce i

tion and production-itsclf grew and deve xloped however,
the living conditions of the workers and broad masses 1
deteriorated,, declining from bad to worse. Thus, the i

arosey -and continues to be waged in most countries of .

ong handﬁ form trade unions and wage ~economic struggles i

conditions and upgrade. their 11vc11hcod' . they struggle - |

solve their commen short-term problcmse On the other
hand, reallzlnp thmt the economic qtruggles alone canw. -

-not brirg about the basic solution, they wage political '

etrugglen, -~ecding add in cookdination with tha cacne"ic"

Ery gpﬁaﬂjto radiocally change the explpltctlve capitwlktu
syst
y %hus, the historic mission of the working class is f

to build a society free from all forms of oppression .
" and. exploitation thraugh relentless, couragceue and i
" resolute struggles in accordance with the general laws U

of social development and the concrete historical con- i
ditions of society. Eritrean workers, as a part of i
the world's proletariat, have been waging unyielding i
national and class ntrugglcs ever since their emergence ||
with the rise of colonial ca pltalism. Although the i
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economic destruction brought forth by colonial conspi-
racy has reduced many of them to unemployment and emi-
gration, Eritrcan workers at home and abroad have never
stopped fishting for national independence, social jus=-
tice and freedom. In the first ten years of the armed
struggle, Eritrean workers were unable to play their
proper revolutionary role because of the re-
actionary line and opportunist leadership of the E.L.F.
In the last seven years, the EPLF, as the vanguard of
the Eritrean revolution, has strove and continues to
endeavour to enable Eritrean workers to play their van-
guard role by organizirg and politiciszing them in acco-
rdance with a clear and correct line.

The Eritrean revolution ‘is an integral part:of the
world revolution. The struggle of Eritrcan workers
is also an'integral part of the struggle of the world's

workerss The fighting people of Eritrca, and Eritrean

workers in particular, are today rendering a great sSup= -
port to the internationa) anti-imperialist camp by strug-
-Bling hard against Ethiopian colonialism, imperialism,

zionisn and domestic reaction. The great and brilliant
victories they are winning on the basis of the correct
principle of seclf-reliance are primarily the concrete
expression of the natural solidarity of our struggle
with all progressive and revclutionary movements.

May Day, as the international workers day, is an _

important day on which the world's workers.and appreésédf

peoples sum up.the expcriences of their past struggle,
express their solidarity, consolidate their victories
and map out the future tasks of their struggle. When
the EFLF, as an internationalist revolutionary organi-
zation, formally celecbrates this occasion, it expresses
its revolutionary unity and solidarity with the oppres-
sed peoples, and particularly the workers, of the world.
Moreover, it affirms its determination to continue the
patriotic popular struggle for national independence
and liberation, social justice and progress, and human
dignity and equality until complete and’ final victory.
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Public Transport Services on Liberation Road
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It is to be rccalled that the EPLF had, in 1976,

constiructed a 1500 km. long Liberation Road connecting
all our liberated areas. (See Vaneryard, Vol. II, NQ 1).

It is also known that the EPLF has long been providing

public transport services in the Southern Zone along
the portions of the Liberation Road extending from Saha-
rti to Tserona. Likewise, it provides freight transport
services from the Red Sea coasts all the way toc the sub-
urbs of Asmara. K So fer in 1977, four towns (Karora,
Nacfa, Afabct and Elabercd) have alrcady fallen into

the hands of our heroic People's Army. It is obvious

that this has, by putting strategic roads formerly uscd
by the ¢nemy under our complcte control, greatly exten=-
ded and expanded the Liberation Road.

Todayy we arc happy to inform you that new public
transport services havg been put into opcration in our
extensive liberated areas. With the Afabet - Nacfa -

Karora line now in service, the people are now utilizing !

EPLF transport vehicles at a fair price. This opens

up a new chapter in the advance of our revolutionary
struggle and in the field of transportation in particu-
lare This new revolutionary victory facilitates the
people's transportation problems and creates favourable
conditions for better communication and interaction
anong them and the consolidation of their unity.

ok ok

Cultural Shows in the Liberatcd Areas

It was stated before (Vgnguard, Vol. II, NQ 1)
that the Branch of CuBture has been moving around seve-
ral camps, towns and villages all over the liberated
areas and presenting’revolutionary cultural shows and
patriotic songs to the masses and fighterse Continuing
this important revo@Mtionary task, it has since then
presented to hundreds of thousands of pecoplde in Nacfa,
Afabety Mefger GeIimy Anseba, Gadem HaXllb, ERaberecd,




+#".progress of our revolutionary work, with all its posi- I

i Shieb, Solomuna, Filfil, Zager, etce It is still con- *

I tinuing its travels, | i

I The program of the cultural show generally includes
i a political seminar, revolutionary patriotic songs, cul- .
i1 tural performances from differcnt nationalities, films " i
i and. slide shows showing the development of the EPLF, H
i and a2 photo exhibit highlighting EPLF activities.  This |
i cultural show has won the! enthuszaatlc acéeptance and i
il widespread admiration of the people. People have tra=-
i~ velled from afar in their thousands, e¢ven from the ci- !

- ties still under enemy controly by cars and on foot, i

. il
i walking upto a ”ﬂy in order to attend the cultural shows.i

m - H
n +he peeple - in 'the areas where: the Branch of Culture has
i not yet 11ﬂ1ted are looking for#nrd to 1tg comlng with -
i preat anticipationes g ' i

i:_ ' This new cultural fhovement has a big revolutionary i
il role in our ﬁﬂtrlotﬂc strugglee "It is:an important H
i factor that helps to awaken the masses pI our people, i
i fire their patriotic sentime.nts, consclidate their unlty,n
i “strengthen thcir confidence in certain victory, and i
i ~raise their revolutionary participation. This new -

W .tive consequences, is bound to advance our struggle and #
i .accelerate our victory by imbuing the masses of our i
i people with warm revolutionary enthusiasm. _ _ It
i ) : T i
] ' . il

i Eritrean Students iﬂtguwnit Hold their ﬂhnunl Congress i

i " The Fourth Annual Congress of the Generél Union of i
i Etitrean Students (Kuwait Branch) was held in March I
! 1977 under the sloganr "Struggle to strengthen the demos |

. I cratic movement of the students in the stage of the . :

Il united front for the sake-of a 51nrle democratic front !
i in the Erltrean field." i b ] ]

i This Cnngress was held at a time of new changes in i
i the Eritrean field.  This. 1mportant .situation involves 1
n the great. mll;ta;y victnrle which the Eritrean recvo- I
'lutian has s:ared and pontlnucg to score averfthe forces |
{ Sy g F o e
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liberating the land step by step. -

of the Ethicpian military cliquey especially in Karora,
Nacfa (capital of Sahel Province) and many other places. ||
This Congress was also held after theconvening of the |
First Organizational Congress of the EPLF which pos- .
oud great and important resolutions, especially on the 1
question of the national unity of the two forces of the !
Eritrean revolution (the EPLF and ELF). Furtherzore, thei
Congrees was held at a time whor the colonial, imperia- H
list and zipnist conspiracies being hatched against H
our unyielding and invincible popular revolution, which H
the forces of the fascist Dergue that arec now completelyl
surrounded in the cities cannot defeat, have reached i
new heights Under thecse circumstances, the Congress u
came out with several resolutions. i

The following are some of the major ones: !

= . The congress supportis the resolutions and recommend- i
ations of the First Organizational Congress that sati-
sfy the aspirations of the Eritrean pcople for complete 1
independence and the building of 2 new=democratic so=- 1
cietye. It-is also filled with pride at the victory i
which the EPLF has won in liberating the whole Province !
of Sahel relying on its correct military strategy of i

- It condemns the conspiracies of reactionary and i
opportunist Eritreans to obstruct the Eritrecan revolu- i
tion, especially on the gquestion of national unity, in |
order to protect their interests. - .

= It condemns the inhuman atrocities which the Ethio- !
pian military regime is perpetrating against the Eri- i
trean people who are fighting for complete independence
and liberation. i

The Congress passed resolutions supporting all nae i
tional 11beratlan and progressive mnvemcnts on the in-
ternational fluld. : o

T I It tiE] ]
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" Consulates Expelled from Asmara : AT

The Dergue hns expelled all consulates (French, i
Italian, British, Sudanesc, Belgian, etc) and foreign
correspondents and representatives. This step was -
' taken after Mengistu Haile Mariam had cried out: : -
" " Our cougtry has been invaded by foreigners! Be pre- !
| pared and rise up against the Eritrean secessionists i
“ who want to sell their country for petro-dollars!i” 1

The expulsion of the consulates demonstrates the I
" extent to which the Eritrean revolution has shaken i
* the Ethiopian regime on the one hand and that the Dergue j
¥ is'scheming to commit new atrocities and crimes agai- i
‘ st the people in the cities still under its control i
on the other. Moresver, the step represents an attempt,
to prevent news of the Eritrean revolution from spread- u
v iug around the world, 1

i It is to be borne in mind that, barking like a mad |
4w dog, Mengistu has .accused neighbouring countries of d
. ccmnitting aggression and interference., 0Of ccourso, I
+ this is to conceal the great advance and capability of
I the Eritrean revelution which, having passed Irom the i
‘i gefensive to strategic offensive, is liberating many -4
s camps and bases everywhere frca the hands of ihe enemy.
i Bezides, following the colicnial policy of its pradeces=-

i1 sors, the Dergue has begun spailing factories and -
‘U other econcmic and social institutions in order tn wreck!
N the Eritrean economy. This demonstrates that the fasz-= 1
i cist Dergue,; fully awame of the docm of Etlicpion colo- i
it nialism, is striving to cause maximum damage and dest= . g

i ruction in Eritrea until its final and complete deieat.
= ’ n
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!  The Eeoﬁle of Djibouti Chocsc Independence i

b Last month, the people of Djibouti chose independe- i
i nce by a vote of 95%. The nationalist parties which 1
i received 65% of the vote in the referendum are bound i
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i to have a big role in the government to be establisheds
' This outccme entitles Djibouti, as a state, to become .
I 2 member of the U.,N.Oa and the O.A.U. 1t is evident 8
! tha# Djibouti has been the last European colony in the U
I Horn of Africa. This strategically important country i
Il on the southern entrance to the Red Sea, overlooking I
i the rich oilfields of Iran and the Arab Gulf, has long u
N remained under the yoke of French colonialism. Its it
I strategic location has served for the security and con-
! trol of the interests of French colonialism is particu- |
! “lar and imperialism in general. -

gl Revolutionary movements havebesz rapidly advancing i
i in the region surrounding Djibouti, particularly after il
i the expulsion of British colonialism and the .setting i
I up of a progressive regime in Bouth Yemen, the establi-
! shment of a progressive regime in Somalia, and the de-= !
Il yelopment and growing strength of the Eritrean revolu- !
i  tion. The sum total of thesc objective conditions has I
i  weakened colonialism in the region. These changes dire= il
I ctly exerted a powerful influcace on the struggle of it
i~ the Djibouti masses and strengthened the nationalist 0
! parties fighting against French colonialism and its do- |
i  mestic collaborators. -

I The struggle of the people of Djibouti for indepen- 1l
i dence has not been an easy onece They have overcome in=- i
i ternal problems and stood firmly united in their anti-
1" colonial struggle, unperturbed by the threat of exter-
' . pal pressures. Despite the colonial efforts to sow dis- +
! cord among the nationalities of the colonized society; i
i they consolidated their national unity. IThere is mno i
i doubt that once a given people succeed in frustrating il
i ' these colonial tactics, they can solve whatever prob- i
I lems face them in building the new society. In the 1
i end, we would like to congratulate the people of Djibousi)
' for their great national victory and express our wishes |

|
i for their progress and prosperitye H

I L - - Il




i Ethiopia's Expansionist ﬂmbitigﬁgwgovér Somalia
i In its "'&biot' Forum', ."Phe Ethiopian Herald',

u the Ethicpian government paper published in Engllsh

u dally except Mgndays; states. that: .

" " Somalia 'did not exist as a counfry nnd Ethiopian

i sovereignty extended to most of what is today known
il as Somalias .. Bthiopia had historical claims to th
it omali territories:lying uptﬂ the Indian Ocean‘coastd

i 7 can lcadern. who. clcsed onue 'and Yoy ell the
A chapter’of territorial claims... obliging 211 afr1n
" canp countries to respect the boundaries. which they

g h2d inherited at the time of the attainment of their
# *  independence." ( Sunday 3 Aprily 197702

i Thlsla pansionist ambition is not a new thing for'
n the Ethippian ruling classes. Rpther: it is a danger--
j ous cancer permecting their blood. It is to be recal-
yw led that Haile Selassie’s puppet feudal regime pushed

1 an expansionist policy claiming "Somaliz and Eritrea

I  on historical grounds'" when the case of the former Ita-
i lianm colonies (Eritrea; Somalia, Libya) was brought

I  before the Big Powers for discussion, 'It is also to be
i recalled that this expansicnist policy met with a tem=
n porary success over.Eritrea with the backing of world

i imperialism, Following in the fcotsteps of its feudal
i - predecessors, the fascist Dergue that has declared

i "Ethiopian socialism" is here today officially expres-

i publlc of Somalia while waging a war of colonial- uggres—
i Sion in Eritrea.

i All this clearly shows the boundless ambition of

#  the Ethiopien ruling classes to annex the whole of the
it Horn of Africa; to subjugate its peoples under their

n colonialism, and to exploit their natural and human re-
i sources., The domination of the large and strategic ter-.
i Tritory of the Horn of Africa, extending from the Red

I Sea to the Indian Ocean, has been the perennial dream

e W But Ethiopia abided by the wiep “decision of the ﬁfli—

i sing its expansionist ambitions over the Democratic Re=~:

Eii
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of Ethiopian feudalists, The annexation of Eritrea in ,
1962 represented the first step toward this objective.
Teday the people of Somalia, safeguarding their indepe-

ndence, dignity and sovereignty, are struggling to deve=-
lop their country and build a progressive society; the

people of Djibouti are about to achieve their indepen-
dencej and the Eritrean people are triumphantly smash-~
ing Ethiopian colonial aggression and resolmtely advane-

cing toward the very gates of independence, When; under

this favourable revolutionary situation, the fascist
Dergue alleges "historic claims over Somalia" - all this
clearly attests to the dangerous threat which the vile
chauvinism and. expansionist ambitions of the Ethiopian
ruling classes pose to the independence, peace and pro-
gress of the peoples of the Horn of Africa. '

ek oW e o o o ok

May Day Massacre in Addis Ababa

On May Day, the international workers' day, Ethio-
pian workers in Addis Ababa held a demostraiion under

‘th2 slogan of "Down with the Dergue, victory to the:

People's Democratic Republic" in protest of the fascist
Dergue’s brutal atrocities and crimes agninst them,
While fascist Mengistu was shouting himself hoarse in
a pnblic square, his mercenary troops massacred the
workers and democratic forces taking part in the demo-
nstration. The streets of Addis Ababa were littered
with corpses and the flowing blood of the toilers.

Over one thousand workers and students were murdered

in the ruthless faseist massacre carried out,

The fascist Dergue that is committing brutal atro-
cities and sucking the blood of the masses is indistine
guishable from the fascist military regime in Chile
which has exterminated theusands of workers. The fas=
cist Dergue which is massacring people, destroying
communities, crushing Ethiopian workers, and striving
to liquidate the Eritrean people and force them to
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abandon their country in the name of "Ethiopian soéia-
lism" shall, just like all the oppressors before it,
soon be Jjunked. : ‘.

Ever since seizing state power, the Dergue has,
outdoing the world's other fascist regimes, liquidated
an . enormous number of oppressed pcople and democratic
forces, In the city of Addis Ababa alone, it has mur-
dered over 4000 members of the democratic movements
that have refused to submit to its fascist dictatorshipe.
The vast majority of these victims are workers, students
and democratic intellectuals. Moreover, it has destro-
yed several towns and hundreds of villages, massacred
scores of thousands of pcople, and wiped out enormous
property of the unarmed civilian population in Eritrea.

Condemning all the brutal atrocities of the fascist ;
Dergue, we reaffirm our firm support for the Ethiopian
workers and democratic forces who are paying great sac-:
rifices for the cause of liberation, democracy and

peaces
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i MILITARY COMMUNIQUE i

o T Massawa, April 2, 1977: Units of our Peaple'ls s
. Army seized two vehicles (a Tigreto and a Toyota)
- ant returned safely to our base camp in the 0
i vicinity. i i

it 2, Asmawa, April 19, 1977: An enemy tank was demoli= ||
i shed on the Asmara-Beleza road ( 8 km, from Asmara) !
i by a mine emplaced by the Engineering Corps of the i
" People'!s Army and all the seven troops aboard were !
o turned to ashes, : : H

3. Massawa, June 4; 1977: As Ethiopian colonial i,
i troops were moving in a convoy from Massawa to I
i . Asmara; one vehicle (Maag) was set ablaze by a +
1 mine emplaced by the Engineering Corps of the 4
H People's Army on the 100th km, Seven of the f
- soldiers aboard were killed while twenty were it
i seriously wounded, i

i L. Massawa, June b, 1977: As a convoy of Ethiopian
i colonial soldiers was moving from Massawa to i
i Asmara, an armoured car was demolished on the -
h 4R gy, by a mine emplaced by the Engineering ;
; Corps of the People's Army. Eight of the soldiers i
" aboard were killed while another eight were i
i seriously wounded. The Ethalopian aggressor i
I troops then vent their anger by brutally mur- I
i dering eight peasants in the area, : i

i Se Asmara, dJune 4, 1977: Units of the People's i
i Army demolished the Asmara = Massawa electric i
H cables and put it out of use, i

i 6e Tigrai, June 14, 1977: Pecple's Army units seized!
1 from inside Tigrai four of the Dergue's husee asa 1
4 signed to transport troops and peasants for the so=Il
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troops was moving from Asmara to Massawa. - cne i

—_———— s

calied '"Voluntcer Campaiga" and placed tnem in. |
the gervice of the revolution. . 1

Mussauws, June 14 1977 As a convoy of Ethiopian
aggressor troops was aoving from Massawa to A-mara,y
two vehicles £ Fizt 82 N 3's,.one with a freight k
of 170 quintals of. sugar and 100 gquintals of grain j|
and the other with a freight of 60 barrels of oil) |
were turnszd to ashes by mines emplaced by the En~ U
gineering Corps of the Peopleis Armya . I

Asmara, June 25, 1977+ As a convoy of Ethiopian
Il
vehicle ( Maag ) along with its load of 40 sol- 1

diers was turmed to ashes by a mine emplaced by :
the Enginecering Corps of the People's Armye it

Victory to the Maﬁsesi : ' il
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