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by Comrade Senay Likke
INTRODUCTION :

After age-old oppression under an archaic autocratic
and monarchical rule, the Ethiopian people rose in revolt
in February of 1974. Although of a spontaneous nature
at its inception, the revolution involved millions of peasants,
workers and other working peoples and progressives and
began to shake the then existing feudo-bourgeois system at
its foundation. Within eight months, the absolute monarch,
Haile Selassie had been overthrown and with him had also

come to an end the viscious system of feudal monarchy.
In September of 1974, followed the establishment of the

Provisional Military Administrative Council which has since
then been playing a leading role in the on-going Ethiopian

peoples revolution.
In what follows, a brief outline of the Ethiopian revo-

lution will be presented for reference purposes. The funda-
mental tasks and the major achievements of the revolution,
its basic problems and prospects will be dealt with.
A. Fundamental tasks
As outlined succinetly in the Programme of the Na-
tional Democratic Revolution of Ethiopia, the fundamental
tasks of the Ethiopian Revolution at this stage are:
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B. Major Achievement

February 1974 was a period in which the Ethiopian
situation took a qualitative leap for the worse in all Eco-
nomic, political and social spheres. The situation in the
rural areas was unbearably painful. The peasantry and
especially the poor peasantry which in most cases had to
give away up to 75% of his produce to an absentee land-
lord had gone from bad to worse with the acute drought
situation. Famine raged throughout many administrative
regions scoring heavy tolls on the lives of people, cattle,
sheep and goats, camels and draught animals.

In the urban areas, the shortage of food and of Indu-
strial products and commodities and their rising prices
adding to an inflationary situation, had made life extremely
difficult. This sky-rocketting cost of living had its effect felt
in every sphere of activity in the country. The situation in
factories and sweat shops, the situation in the armed and
police forces, the situation in schools and universities, the
situation everywhere and of every class except that of the
ruling classes had deteriorated. Prostitution. begging, thiev-
ing had overwhelmed the major urban areas. Crises loom-

d upon crises and qhan_geﬁ’q‘ﬂ’ ccome an objective impe-

rative. Adequate subjective factors were
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tuation in which there was no organized progressive force
or party, leadership had to incvitably come from the orga-
nized armed and police forces. This was a historical neces-
sity given the Ethiopian realities of the time. Accordingly
in June 1974, the Derg was created as the Coordinating

Council of the Armed Forces. the Police and the National
Army.

In less than three months, the Derg had taken rapid
and calculated moves to win over the broad masses and

1solate the feudo-fascist despot. The frantic moves of the
[ndalkatchew cabinet had come to no avail and by Sep-
tember the Emperor had been overthrown. The Coordinat-
ing Council had become the Provisional Military Admini-
strative Council and the Provisional Military Government
had been established. The overthrow of the Monarchy in
general and that of Haile Selassie’s in particular was a land
mark in Ethiopian History. It was a great beginning for
the destruction of feudalism in Ethiopia and this historical
event ushered in a new era — an era of revolution and

liberation for all the oppressed of the Ethiopian society.

Once the Monarchy was brought down. major re-
volutionary steps were taken in succession that put Ethio-
pia on the road of the National Democratic Revolution.

First, the Derg proclaimed Socialism as the guiding prin-
ciple of the revolution and with this, hitherto unknown pro-
pagation of socialist science began flooding the country
Translation of classical Marxist-Leninist Literature in

wanted revolution and not reform. Several mgnth:dp:;ﬁ
by and the struggle between sham reform and nji py
between the exploiting classes and the ex;_:hlmte ey
which objectively continued was reﬂect'ed 11'1 tht"-: e !
and Police forces. In view of the obtaining situation. d
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In most parts of the North and part of central Ethio-
pia, what obtained was an age-old holding system which
allowed only for use-right. This system however brought
about the division of land to a geometric retrogression and
thereby became a fetter on agricultural production. A ma-
jor portion of the society had to spend most of its time in
courts; and family feuds prospered — a serious cause for
decreased productivity, which had by the outbreak of the
revolution reached serious proportions. The socialization
of land therefore, brought an end to the long-drawn court
cases and family feuds and took the already existing use-
right concept to a higher level.

Privately owned commercial farms were also nationa-
lized or socialized by the Land Reform Proclamation. This
again was a correct measure since the major commercial
farms were owned by Imperialists. In cases where Ethio-
pian nationals ran canunercli-hanns, these were strongly
tied with imperialism and the Land Reform Proclamation
was also justified.

Another major achievement of the Ethiopian Revolu-
tion was the bringing of major industries, banks, insurance
companies and finance institutions under government con-
trol. An overwhelming majority of these were imperialist
enterprises. The nationalization of urban land and extra
houses was another achievement of the Ethiopian revolu-
tion. This was also a revolutionary measure n Cessita
the concrete realities of the country. Urban land spe
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In the two years since the revolution erupted, the

life of most of the rural masses had improved a great deal.
Most peasants now have enough food to eat and enough
money to purchase basic commodities. The political aware-

ness of the broad masses has undergone great changes and
ere is easily observable. Such in

-going Ethiopian
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' Basic Problems

lution, there is counter-revolution,
where there is success. there is failure and where there aré

achievements. there are problems. This is the inexorable
law of Dialectics. The Ethiopian revolution is no exception

and it has its problems. Below are presented only somc
of the basic problems.

Where there is revo
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I.  Reactionary Organizations

Feudalism, Imperialism and bureaucratic capitalism
oe the three principal enemies of the Ethiopian People
I'he various proclamations that separated the e.'-:p‘.lniﬁn‘
classes from the means of production which they own i
were as said earlier necessitated by the concrete reali:e
of the society. These then in turn reflected upon th 11 :
~vtruggj:::_;-almr! made it more acute. Feudal :mf; raﬂ-:; i
bourgeois forces have been reorganizing since the m;nﬁf)’
of Lthe revolution. The so-called Ethiopian Dem mi{k
Union (E.D.U.) is an organized cmntﬂnrﬁvﬂfl[t?:;

imp:;na’:ist countrics and some neighbouring states have
furnished both moral and material support. Right now

E.D.U. forces are operating out of the Sudan in a reaction-
ar}: nﬂ?nsive against the ongoing Ethiopian peoples revo-
lution in the regions of North-West Ethiopia. Imperialism
and reactionary feudo-bourgeois states have not only limited
themselves to help organize this union of Aristocrats —
the I.E.D.U. They also serve as the mainstay of other
rﬁafcnnnary fendo-bourgeois forces like the so-called
Eritrean Liberation Front, so-called Tigrain Liberation
Front, the so-called Oromo liberation front and the so-
called Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Party (E.P.R.P.).
The main difference between the EP.RP. and the other
forces of counter-revolution is that the E.P.R.P. has

fﬁed to wear a Marxist garb. it is notoriously known for
its revolutionary phrase flaunting — a basic characteristic

e
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of Trotskyites. The E.P.R.P. engages
ations and lumpen-type gangster terrorism — a character-
istic of Anarchists. '

All these forces are nOW actively operating from

within and without Ethiopia. The major sectors of re-

actionary infiltration by armed counter-revolutionaries 15

from the North-West on the border with the Sudan, and
“th Somalia.

from the South-East on the border Wi

{I. Problems of Organizing the Masses
as seen intensive activities at

organizing the broad masses. In the rural areas more than
21,000 peasant associations have been formed. In the
urban areas hundreds of urban dwellers’ Associations have
already been set-up. After a long an arduous struggle,
the All Ethiopia labour union has recently been formed.
Women’s Associations, vouth Associations and Professional

Associations are also being set up.

Such mass organizing 18 not however without its
problems. Reactionary forces, especially the E.D.U. and
the E.P.R.P. infilfrate these associations and try to raise
havoc. Where they are successful, they form totally coun-
ter-revolutionary associations and where they are not suc-
cessful they struggle to liquidate the associations. They
disrupt schools and aniversities and try to create disorder
throughout the country. Such has been their tactic and

this still poses serious problems to the revolution.

The last two years D

e T
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.one since the history, culture. language and religion of each
eac
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the .spirit of socialism.” gnition in accordance with

The Programme recogni Leninis
t ognizes th i ini
pnnc:i;?lt of self-determination has t:;ﬁ;h ;Eﬁt— th j
:zgn;?m;: of th? righff aspect and the exercise of th:ﬁ:i;t
. pect. Following this principle. studying the world situ
p:: and the concrete realities obtaining in Ethiopia, t;;
s Thamme further advances the form in which the exercise
e e right must take in Ethiopia today — namely
;giunal Autonomy. The concept of Leninist Regional
utonomy has been tested in several sodalmtcnuum s
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first and foremost in the Soviet Union and has proved its
correctness in the solution of nationality contradictions.

religions in Ethiopia are Christianity

The two major
e state was a christian

and Tslam. Under the old system, th
state. but now religion has been left to the individual and

the state has been made cecular. This solved the age-old
oppression of other religions save christianity. Nevertheless
reactionaries, especially the imperialist organized and
backed E.D.U. and the so-called E.L:F. have done and
are doing every thing t0 split the country along religious
lines. Although this will remain a significant problem for
sometime, it is certain that such divisive tactics will come

to no good end.
V. The Eritrean Problem

The so-called liberation fronts in Eritrea have shown
major vascillations in the formulation of the Eritrean
problem. One says that it is @ nationality question as well
as a question of religion. Another says that it is a colonial
question — Ethiopia being the colonizer of Eritrea.
1t is so clear that even a rapid glance at the Eritrean region,
at the various nationalities inhabiting it, at the various
religions obtaining in it and at its history will show that
the Eritrean problem is not as stated by the reactionary

Secessionists.
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the Ambhara nationality they try to pass for ED.U. or

monarchist elements.

v]. Problem of Militia Organizing

The revolution of a people is an act ﬂfhthe: *T?::,
- lves. The defence of the revolution then 1 it
m?m:il t.hat of the people. Endeavours have h-::en i
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Ethiopian revolution is NO
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refused to Joad grain and commodity cargoes destined for
Ethiopia. Such in brief is the concerted effort of local and

foreign reactionaries at economic sabotage.

VIII. Some Social Problems

Since the February (1974) revolution erupted, due 1o
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d in the main, In addi-
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Marxist intellectuals, the day for the establishment of the
Workers Party of Ethiopia is coming nearer and nearer.

This is the most urgent task of the revolution at this stage ities and the implementatio nfhlﬂ‘j’ of Ethiopian national-
and efforts without let-up will be made in his respect. <

The other and future prospect of the Ethiopian X The prospects for €conomic growth, especiall
revolution is the formation of a broad democratic front. agricultural sector and light industrial sec‘tnrpmm i Uf‘the
This broad democratic front is a revolutionary front of all The'cnuntry has vast resources for agl-iculturaarai:;'r? s
anti-feudal and anti-imperialist forces. The necessity for mﬂ?‘“E* U ha+s rich supplies of rivers and lakes ;Eﬂtﬂck
the formation of this front and its fundamental task has socio-economic basis for the exploitation and uhhzatil;ntﬁ

| these resources are ve
| ry wEEk' It
that the Ethiopian society obtai must be remembered

. : ns not only a backwar
feudal socio-economic system and an impw?ﬂi&t?pmbj

weak capitalist mode of production but also strong

been clearly stated in section IV of the minimum Pro-
gramme in the following terms :

“As soon as the masses are properly organized and
a popular revolutionary front is formed. an assembly

which will assume state power will be established. remnants of the primitive communal socio-economic
Such an assembly will consist of representatives t;?l’ and even slave trading. This situation s system
partics and popular organizations that have partici- only slow down the rate of econom: efinitely not
pated in the front... In accordance with the con- Especially of ife indostrial omic development and
stitution that such an assembly will approve the difficult. What ; al sector but “vill also make it quite
people’s Republic of Ethiopia, under the leadership _ - ﬂ_t _15‘ ﬂlﬁrc’fnre necessary is the broad mobiliz-
of the working class party will be declared.” a.um} and politicization of the working masses to revolu-
Aside from the above-mentioned party formation, tionize productivity, the rapid training and deployment of
front formation and the establishment of the People’s mmm_‘s “‘f‘dfﬂ and good central planning. In addition.
Democratic Ethiopia. other political prospects entail for- proletarian-internationalist aid from socialist countries will
mations of mass organizations such as an All-Ethiopia ' augment and accelerate this rate.

Association of Peasants, an All-Ethiopia Association of b | |
Youth, an All-Ethiopia Association of Women and various i y atsnumber of asmﬂmral, livestock and
other professional associations. | mmﬂiﬁfmg “ﬂqmﬂ’ and more are unduutudg

Pluns and studies are also underway to make democ- ﬁti‘hﬁ Df.minﬂal i begin lq, Ihc. search and Me@hﬁ-
ratic rights available for the broad masses and for genuinely o al, crude and gas resources. It has often been

S T

] -




p

immense. Efforts shall also be made in this direction.
The recently established National Science and Technology
Commission has as one of its major tasks the study, inven-
tion and creative adaptation of appropriate technologies.
Traditional science and technology shall serve as a tréasure

house in this regard.

Such socio-economic ills as unemployment, prostitu-
tion. illiteracy. abject poverty, lack of adequate health
services, lack of adequate schools and institutions of higher |
learning will have no place in future Ethiopia. The welfare
of orphans, abandoned children, disabled people, patriots
and of old people shall be ensured. Victims of natural
disasters shall be provided with appropriate relief and re-
habilitation measures.

In the international sphere, Democratic Ethiopia
shall play a more active and more determined role in the
struggle to wipe out imperialism and all its cohorts —
colonialism, racism, and Apartheid. The working masses
of Ethiopia shall surely unite with the workers and
oppressed peoples of the world to wipe out the system of
exploitation of man by man.
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