





which,one day or the other,would be led to betray.Conse-
guently, the 1evalut10nary forces reJected this reformist pom
sition as well, ‘

What was the xevolutionary position,advocated by ME'PISONE?
The position of the organization was clearly synthesized in
the expression "cxritical support¥.This means to stimulate
systematically the carrying ocut of progressist measures by
the regime,to mobilize and orcan:ze the masses in the sEruge-
gle for the application of these measures.Becauss METISONE
supported these measures and fought for their applization,
they drew a clear line betweén themsaivaes and the reactio-
nary elements,hostile to these measures.Besides,ME!ISONE paid
particular attention to show thal gnly the pecople,conscious,
organized and ammed,could make sure ihat these measures would
be really applisd.Fighting for the political sducation,the
organization and the amming of the masses,and to obtain de—
mocratic rights,MEYISONE cons -rtly denounced the anti-demo-
cratic nature of the DERG.Thus,drawing a clear line between
itself and the reformist group.placing its total confidence
in the masses,and not in the DERCG,ME'ISONE went ahead

This position also offered many possiblilities for legal
work.When the "Provisional Gffice for Mass Organizatioaal Af -
faixs” (FUMDAY was seitled,allowing us to make political work
smong the masses,to organize and arm them,under the Programme
of the National Democratic Revelution MI'ISONE enlisted seve-
ral militants in this oxganization.Scme petily-bourgecis revo-
lutionarists tried to libel this position,saying that "legal
struggle is not a form of revolutlionary siruggle™.They accused
ME'ISONE of being opperiunist.However;our orgaulaatibn chose
to combine judiciously legd and illegal struggle,secret and
open struggle.Today,in view of the difficulties we have to
face to carry on legal and publie struggle,METISCNE called
some of its militants back into clandestinity.



tics to develop the revolutionnary movemeni,we must lock back
and ralse a few questlens Undex what condltlons did ME'ISC NE
urge a Few hundreds of its militants to ds legai work aﬂd to
collaborate' wi h the mi 1tary regime?How far did this "col-
laboration”,this legal work and open struggle contribute to
develop the revolutionary struggle?dhy this change of taﬂtln?
Finally,while they weTe working legally and f1ghtlng openly.
did ME?ISCGNE prepare to Clandestlne illegal struggle?We shal’
~txy to answerxr all. thls questlons shortly.

1) In what conditions did ME'ISO ONE urge some of its ¢ca-
dres to do legal work and to "ccllaborate®with the provisional
military government? h

‘From the very béginninggME‘ISO" mada a ciedr'analysiq}
allewing to determine the class nature of the DERG, It exp181«
ed that the DhRG,of petty=-bourgeais ori lgin, could nut,;n any
case,carry on the reyelutionnary strugyle to the ena;So,if ’
never étqppeé explaining that its "collaboration® with the
DERG was-only ﬁehporary’énd tactical. Mnreovgr bcforg'nrging'
somz of its cadres to do lagal wozk, ME® ISCNE ;nugh: for Lhn
settling of a pL%llc plat;orm used as & basis for unlfv of
action between the revolutlonnary forces and the pxovzsxona;
‘military regime.The Programme of the katlonal emocratic Reg~-
volution was worked out for this purpose and was bloaqht up
to the militery régimenAfter a discussion wnicn lasted moTe
than . five months,the government finally accepted this pro-

gramme in April 1$76. T

What was the tenor of this programme? It is f;eurly sta~

ted that the aim of ,ne programme is the touﬂl deetrurflon

of feudalism, 1mperzall sm and bureaucratic tapit lisn,the fhgnw
ding of a people’s demoératic repulplic which will lay. Lha o
foundations of socialism under the leadership of the working—
class party with the help of the,peasantxy and of all the for—
ces opposad to feudalism,imperialism and bureaucratic capita-
lism. ' ' Y





accepted.lt

siderable contribution to the development of revclution.This
legal work had many good results,

As faxr as the_development of the political consciousness
of the masses is concerned,the publication of the Pregramme
¢f the National Democcratic Revolution itself fepresented a
great victoxry.The aims of the struggle are clearly stated

and the line of action c;eariy drawn in this document.This
programne has been published lﬂ-bGO lets- and official news—
papers,broadcasted on the radio and television,and discusged
in thousands of public meatings organised all over the coun-
try.This helped cv351aerably to raise the political consciouse
ness of. the masses.So we can gdeclars today that no ccunter—
revoluticnnary violence will be able to destroy this politi-
cal counscicusness of several millions of citizens,

With the publication of the pamphlet called "Revolutions-
nary Ethiopia%,a fortnighily agitation and propanganda  ze-
view,it was made possible to popularize the ideals of scien~
tific socialism adapfed to the concrete situation in Eihio~
pia.With the help of the Political School set up at the promp--
ting of ME'ISONE militants,3000 cadres have been trained in

% than 2 vear.and sent to do grassroot work.In a country
whers three years ago,2il the marxist litterature was systsg-
matically destroyed;it was possible to bring in several mil-
lions of marxist books within the couxse of two years.in a
country where three years ago,you ceuld not find a gingle mar-
®ist book in local Yanguzge.it was poss ible to transiate and
publish several millions of works popularizing the classies
of marxism.

As far aé the organization of the masse
the resultis were important as well.Under Halle Selaesie’s xe-

is concerned,

]

Glmc,peasant%‘ organizations were foxrbidden by law.Under the
new conditions,snd thanks to the effort and the sacrifices of
the voung ZEMATCHS‘in particular, %here are today more than
20 peasant associations,gathering sevexal millions of pea-
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sants,2000 KEBELE associstions (urban dwellers associations)
ang thousands of associations for women and young people.The
reactionary trade-union {CELU? formerlvy contreled by the CIA
is zeplaced by a democratically set up union (AETUf.In the
course of the develcﬁment of politieal consciousness,cther
marxist-leninist organizations,apart from ME'ISONE,have ap-
peard.Cur organization took part and still takes.part in the
setting up and strengthening of these organizations.

Cn the question of arming the masses,in several provinces
reacticnary elements were disarmed.Peasants azssociations or-
ganized armed defence committees.In the present time,the. pea~
sant militia,organized by peasant associationsygather half a
million of militiamen.In the towns,the districts,factories;
schools and public administrations,miiitia troops have been
organized.Thus,several thousands of militiamen have been ar-
med,This represents & great victory for the militants of ME?
ISUNE engaged in legal work,and creates a.difficult situation

for counter~reveolutionary forces.

As a whole,legal work enabled the masses,the only force
that could apply the Programme of the National Democratic Re-
volution,tec progress rapidly in the development of their po-
litical consciocusness,of their organization and military pre~
paration.These victories are the fruit of a hard struggle and
of great sacrifice .In the towns,in the couniry,in the dist-
ricts,factories -and schools,several members and sympathizers
of our organization fell and are still falling in the thick
of the struggle. ‘ : '

3} For what reasons did ME?ISOME change tactics and break
of f with the provisional military government?

As it was s3id before,ME!ISONE did not "collaborate”
with the DERG with the illusicn that it would carry on the
revolutionnaxy straggle to its end. It was with the intention
'of using the:legal gyxound,even if it was temporary,in order



to support the development of revolution.ME'ISONE never stop~
ped explaining that thls"collaboratlon" was just tactical and
temporary.

When we explained thét the pfovisional military gdvernn
ment was unable to achieve the national democratic revelution,
it meant that,at a particular stage,it would be Ied to reject
its own Programme of National Democratic Reveluticn. If it
was stated in the programme,which was accepted by the gavern~
ment,that only a popular revolutionnary front led by the par-
ty of the workingwclaSQawas to carry on the national demqéra~
tic revolution to its end;it's because our greatest care was
to avoid that the masses might keep any 1l1u51on about the
PIOVlSional mllltary government.

-If ,today ME? ISONE has changed tactics,it is because the
historical part of the DERG is drawing to a clcse,and that it
is already questioning its own Programme of National Democra-
tic Revolution.Cur organization worked ocut new tactxc of
struggle to proeceed with revolutionnary struggle in better
- conditions and at the expense of the DERG,and to apply the
Programme of the National Democratic Revclution,a programme
which was accepted by the masses of Ethicpia and for which
thousands of peasqntslworkers,soldié:s,women,peopie of the
oppressed nations,students,intellectuals,and patriotic of=
ficers died. |

For a few months,the DERG has been challenging this pro-~
gramme,.This betrayal is understood by several pecple.In a near
future,this téndancy will cextainly develop.Yet,if the xevoliu-
tionnaxy and patriotic fcrces do not strengthen their unity
and reject ODpOItunlSm,thLS 51tuatlon w111'1nev1tanly lead to
some kind of fascist coup.

The democratic rights promised in the Programme are simp-
1y ignored.Now,not only does the DERG refuse to meet the new
democratic claims of the masses,but the rights which existed






by litile,they are doing exactly the opposite.in the South,
they are proceeding to a redestribution of the c¢nnfiscated
weapons to the most reactionarxy and chauvinistic elements.lIn
the same way,in some regions ,peasants,;comrades who are mem. -
bers of the peasant defence committees,and revolutionnary
cadres are disarmed.Moreover,the pafriotic peasants and wor-
Kers recruited today to defend their country cannot be gui—~
ded by revolutionnary cadres. Conaequentxy,tney are under the
control of the hureaucracy.

The cppressed nationalities to which the right to self

. determination is granted in the Programme of the Mational

Democratic Revolution are deprived of their right to equa-
lity.Their leaders are now the victims: of represéion,imprisanm
ment and exile.This situafion being the result of & new out—
break of chauvinism,at the same time,it has paved the way to
the development of a narrow nationalism which incresses the
confusion amang the oppressed masses.

We are facing today a policy of rapprochement of the re-
gime with the enemies of our peoplesfeudalism,imperialism and
bureaucratic chltgllsm For the sake of the "naticnal unity"®
necessary to defend the country, it recruits feudal forcesifor
the sake of "the balance of power"it is carrying out a rap~
prochement with U.S. lmperialism,the sworn enemy of the psgo-
ples of the worldjunder the piétext that "we are at wax" the
government 1s mores and more xelying on ine3baiéaucracysAnd,
what is worse,thanks to this aglliance with the bureauéfacy,.
it ewxpects to crush the revoiutionnary forces,and to create
a "party of the working-class®, a

That is why ME®ISONE,remaining faithful to ‘the Programme
of the Nationsl Damocratic Revolution,has chosen to break
off with the DERG,and to proceed with the clandestine sirug-
gle in order to carry on fighting with a correct political
line.
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4) las ME'ISCRE been enough prepared to carry on the.
struggle in clandestinity 7 '

METISCGME has been stating on several occasions that it’
was alwayf preparing for such a possibility:Since it got in-
volved in legal work,ME®ISOUNE has - fought to prepare the neces-
sary cenditions to carry on the struggle and get over the bet-
rayal cof the petty~bourgen~isie.To achieve this ‘end,we paid
particular atiention to the development of our underground
network.Two years ago,ME’ ISLNE was an organization without
much influence among the masses.Thanks o its correct politi-
cal line,ocur organization now exercises an important influen-
Ce upon peasants,workers;soldiexs,students,pppressed womeny
oppressed nationalities,intellectuals and revolutionnary of-
ficers;As all the marxist-leninist organizations,during the
two yéars when it practised legal woxrk ,MEf ISUNE gathered
strength by combining legal and clandestine struggle.Today
ME'ISCNE is quite capable of carrying on the struggle un-
der the new conditions.

LLMG LIVE THE PRUGRAIME OF THE NATIGNAL DEMGCRATIC REVOLUTION §
DUWN WITH THE CPPRURTUNISTS AND PSEUDO~PROGRESSISTS !

LET US STRENGHTEN THE UNITY OF THE MARXIST-LENINISTS UF
ETHIUPIA ¢

DGYWIN WITH FLUDALI&M IMPERIALISM AND BUPEAUCRAIIC CAPITALISM 1!
REVULUTIGNNARY ETHICPIA CR DEATH ¢

THE COMSCIOUS ,GRGANIZElY AND ARMED STRUGILE OF THE PEGPLES

OF ETBICPIA WILL BE VICTORIOUS !



We herxeafter present an interview of a militanit of ME'ISONE
by the french newspaper LE MONDE (September 17th 1977)

LE MONDE: Why did you suddenly break off with the military
' regime ?

ME'ISONE: The All Ethiopian Socialist Movement /METISONE/ is a
marxist-leninist organization.As shown in our progcam-
e, to promote revolution METISONE will use the ¢ifferent forms
of struggle (opén and secréﬁ,legal and illegaljand the different
tactics required by the circumstances.Under Haile Selassie's re—
gime,our struggle was toially clandestine When the military
took over,we were able to carry on a semi~secret,semi~legal
struggle,.Today,things have changed again.In order to go further
in the revolution,ME'ISCNE has gone back to clandestine acti-
vity.

When engaged in a semi-clandestine struggle,we have somefimes
been accused of being opporiunist and sager for power,Other
people said thai we were just “schemers”.In faclt our "ecritical
suppoTt” was a tactical alliance,

As far as our "collsboration® with the DERG is concerned,a few
points must be recalled: first,we made it clear from the very.
beginning that the DERG,because of the very nature of %he class
it represents,could not carry through the reveluticn,and that
the masses should cheézish no illusions on that point.Secendly,
before our "collaboration®,we demanded that the common plétform
agreed on by the revolutionary forces and by the DERG shauld

be made public.This led to the proclamation of the National

- Democratic Revolution Programme by the military regime in April
1976 .We have exnlained again and again that the basis of cur
co~operation consisted in sticking to that platform:.
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ganize and play & part in the revolution.Which doesn't mean
that we advocate the secesslon of Erythrea in the present sta-
te of affairs.The Erythrean question should not be considered
in itself only,but alse in the more general context of Ethio-
pia ‘and of the whole region.

Of course,under the former regime,all the reactionary forces
wexre opposed to the secession of Erythrea,whereas we supported
that struggle because it helped to weaken Haile;SeLassie’s Te-
gime and consequently madé the revolutionary side stronger.3uch
was the position of progressist forces all over the world.To-
day, things. have changed.Even the ex-Crown Prince supportis the
independance of Erythrea.This shows clearly the change in the
disposition of forces,The aid provided by the Arab reactionary
regimes to the Erythrean fronts xeveals that this change has
been going on an internatiocnal scale as well.Under such circum-
stances,our organization is today opposed to the secession of
Erythrea.

As far as the Qgaden is concerned,we are opposed to Somali in-
vasion.The view according to which this is a fight foxr national
liberation is completely groundliess.We have never seen so fax

a liberation movement equipped with tanks and aircrafts,

IE MONDE: You are sald to be rather hostile to the engagement
of the Soviet Union and its allies on the Ethiopian
side, Why ? ’

HE'ISONE: At the moment,the Ethiopian reyolution must face very
powerful enemies,inside as well as ocutside.That's

why we need the supporit of every progressist forces. ME'ISOHE

is said to be opposed to the engagement of Soviet Union and

its allies on the side of the Ethiopian revolution. It is net

true.We do accept and appreciate any aid that can promote our

revolution.Yet,we insist on the fact that,in order to go further

in the revolution,the peoples. of Ethiopia must first of all rely

on their.own-forces.ﬁdreign aild can only play a secondary part.
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LE LONDE: Just to mention the most 1moortants there ars now
thrpe clandestine movcmen s who are fighting against
the military: yours,E.D.U. {Ethiopian. Denocratlc
Union) and E.P.R.P. (Lthloploq People! 's Revolut*ona~
Ty Party).lsn't a tactlcal 1appL0Lhemen; between these
movemcnts inevitable now ?

LMEYISONE: METISONE,being on the forefront.of.tﬁe stiugglevcf the
‘peop1es of Ethiopia ,is engagad in carrying through

the. Programee of the National Democratic Revelution.Which means
we are fighting against 21l lhe forces which reject that pro—
gramme,andjparticularly,such‘orgahizationsAas EDU and EIRP as
well as the buieaucratic'fo;c55Qth opRose thp agrarian reform
which has liberated millions of poorT peésggtg.?orming an ale
liance with such forces agsinst the mi¥i£ary regime is out

¢f question. s

LE_MOM HOHUP- There is much talking today ebout a possible pro-
american coup in Ethicpia, Do you belleve in it ?

LE'ISOME: The Ethiopien right wing is in-a better pesition to

answer this gquestion, What we can say is that today
the progressist elements wiihin the DENG are getting weaksr
whereas the right wing is getiing strenger.So you can see that
U.S. imperislism which had lost all hope last Feb bruary is now
changing‘itg tactics and seceking a rapprochement w1*n E+110p1&
Them is a real possibility of a pro-zmerican coup now.This coup
could find a suppert among the reactlonary bureaucracy end the
people who lest their privileges by the attainments of a three
year struggle.The progressist elemants within th@ DERG d¢ not
seem to realize how serious uhE aanoer is..
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IE MONDE: While you were "collaborating" with the military,
‘ your opponents and most of the international opinion
have accused you of approving the massacres and the
repressicn carried out by the DERG.

ME'ISOME: Three things at least should be mentioned here:first,

those who raise this gquestion don't realize the im-—
portance of the Ethiopian-Pevolution, Mitheut mr%ing to much of
it,we still can say that for three years,Ethiopia has been in-
volved in a movement which has,at the same t{time,the characte-
ristics of the 1789 French revolution,the 19317 Russian revolue
tion and May 1968.The situation is very intricate and the class
struggle gets very acute, '

Secondly,when people talk;about'vioience,they seem to remember
only the violence exerted by the forces fighting to preserve
the victories of the revolutien.Counter-reveluticnary violence,
pOl;tha] assabalnatlona and white terror are ignored.On the
reveolutionary side,numberless poor peasants,scldiers,students,
women and intellectuals have been shot down by the reacticnary'
forces.So,before accusing us as well as the DERG of repression
and massacres,it must be realized that Ethiopia is now in a
state of civil war.

Last but not leasi,this situation is deliberatly given an exa-
geraked importance in oxder to deceive inteznational opinion.
The "news" about the 30 dollars the victims' relatives should
pay for the bullets used,and about the "incredible number” of
bodies lying in the streetsof Addis-Abeba, all these Ynews'" are
just brainwashing and nothing else. ’ i

LE MOMDE: Don't you think that,Ethiopia being now threatened
’ from cutside,a temporary slowing down of the reveolu-
ticnary process cculd be justified ? '
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trying to make people believe tnat we would represent one na~
tionality only.In fact,they don't even agree on the nationality
‘that we should represent! And indeed,as you mentioned ii,some
people say that our organization relies mainly on the Oromes.
You must understand that these rumours come from the chauvi-
nistic elewents among Amharas and Tigrai.Un the side of the
narrew nationalist Oromos,cthers will say that ME'ISONE is an
organization of the Amharas and of Tigrai.

The truth is that ME'ISONE, thanks to the struggle it leeads

from the North to the South of the country,enjovs a growing
support of the masses,and fights for the freedom,the equaiity
and the unity of all the oppreséed pecples éf Ethiopia.Not
only wzmong our militants and supporters,but also among the lea-
ders of our organization,you will fihd comrades of all natio~
nalities,

N.B.

The last two questions were not reproduced by the newspaper
LE #ONDE,
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Vthes,

1, ZEMATCHS: Participants in the ZEMETCHA,the National
Work Campaign for Development Through Co-
operation which was launched on December
21, 1974,

2. C.E.L.U : Confederation of Ethiopian Lahour Unicns,
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All Ethicpian Trade Unions.
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