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Tragedy in Greece

CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTORY
SECTION IL—THE DELEGATION

The British League for Democracy in Greece had for some
time been corresponding with the Pan-Hellenic Union of
Democratic Associations in Athens about methods of furthering
the common aims of the two bodies.

In April the League received an invitation from General
Othoneos, President of the Union of Democratic Associations and
a former Premier and former Commander-in-Chief of the Greek
Army, for a small delegation of British M.P.’s to visit Greece
as guests of his organisation. The League gladly accepted, and
three members of the Executive Committee—Mr. N. N. Dodds
(Member for Dartford), Mr. L. J. Solley (Member for Thurrock)
and Mr. S. Tiffany (Member for Peterborough)—were nominated
to go, together with Mrs. Diana Pym, the secretary of the °
League, who acted as secretary to the Delegation.

Before our departure we knew of the wide support for the
Union of Democratic Associations and their broad composition,
but our personal contact with them in various parts of Greece
raised them still further in our estimation. Representatives of the
Right—both British and Greek—assured us that they were
“Communist” (a term we soon learned to recognise as
describing all who were not monarchist). We found, however,
that they were not a political party, but a meeting ground for
all prog d , with middle class
and pi ional el pr ing, although EAM and
Ccmmumsts were freely admitted. An idea of the composition
of the Union may be gathered from the elections to the
Executive Committee for the Athens-Pireus Area, which
comprises 60 Associations.  Only one Communist was among
the 25 elected, which included Mr. Petmetzas, a former Minister
of the Sofoulis Liberal and Centre Government, and Mr.
Demitrios Gonatas, former High Court Judge and brother of the
present Minister of Communications. Twenty-five former
Venizelist Liberal Deputies are members of the Associations, and
large numbers of non-party democrats, such as Colonel
Tsimikalis, whom we met on our first night in Greece.
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On Saturday, April 28, an official reception by the Union wa
given in our honour in Athens. Among those present, all of
whom are associated with the Union, were: J. Sofianopoulos,
ex-Foreign Minister; Petmezas, ex-Under Secretary of the Press;
Peltekis, ex-Minister of the Mercantile Marine; the Bl:hop: af

Kozani and llias; Generals Oth , Grigoriadis, Hadji A
Sarafis, Mandakas and dali: Admmzl Yianni and
Prof Kokkalis (Medici A los (Ex i and

Kallitsounakis (Economics). The abcve list of names mchcatu
the breadth of membership and standing of the Union.

We arrived in Athens on Friday, April 26, and left on
Thursday, May 9. We did not confine our activities merely to
Athens and the surrounding country. Tiffany and Solley
examined conditions at Patras, Volos and Larissa; and Dodds,
accompanied by Mrs. Pym, at Salonika and in Macedonian
villages covering a wide area.

‘Wherever we went, we _were asked to receive representatwe 2
delegations of trade men,
political parties, etc., and were presented Wn.h volummous
dossiers containing detailed information as to terroristic and
anti-democratic activities. We were almost invariably asked to’
investigate every allegation personally. This was quite impossible.
But we chose a number of cases for personal investigation, and
many of the interviews we describe were the result of fiis.. We
were careful in exammmg witnesses not to “lead ” them, and
‘where necessary them to a th h cr
‘Where several witnesses spoke of the same event, we questmned
each separately, not in the hearing of the others, thus ensul
that we were not deceived by a story concerted for our benefit.

We are satisfied, as the result of our investigations, of . th
essential truth of the allegations made to us.

‘We very much regret that the exigencies of air travel ne

proposed interviews with UNRRA and the British Econol
Mission. We are th ious that to
conditions in the report are rather slight.

‘We found that the Righ! called everyone Left of, and including,
Sofoulis, “Communists,” and everyone Right of him
“ Nationalists,” while the Left called everyone Right of Sofoulis
“ Monarcho-Fascists,” and everyone Left of him “ Democrats.”

In order to avoid confusion, we use the terms Right, Centre
and Left, and set out the parties we include in each category.
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RIGHT
Parties A
Tourk ili M hist)
Populist Party (Tsaldaris-Monarchist) 2 :
National Liberals (Gonatas-Monarchist)
Nationalists (Zervas-Monarchist) .
EPE (National Union) Coalition: T
Democratic Socialist (Papandreou)
“ Unifying ” (Cannelopoulos)
Liberals (Venizelist) )

Organisations
X-ites
“ Battalions of King George IT "
SAN (Military League)
EVEN (Royalist Youth)
Reformist trend in GCL (Makris)
EDES (Zervas Resistance Army dissolved.12.2.45)
PAO (quisling Macedonian organisation dissolved 12.2.45)

CENTRE
Parties,
Liberals (Sofoulis)
Progressives (Kafandaris)

LEFT
Parties

Republican Left (Sofianopoulos)
ELD Socialists (Svolos)
Left Liberals (Grigoriadis)
EAM Coalition:

Democratic Union

Radical Democrats

AKE (Agrarians)

SKE (Socialists)

KKE (Communists)

Organisations
EPON (EAM Youth)
GCL (Greek Confederation of Labour)
ELAS (Resistance Army dissolved 12.2.45)
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SECTION IL—DIARY OF THE DELEGATION

h |
Friday, April 26: Arrived in Athens by plane. Met by
i General Othoneos and a delegation from

the Pan-Hellenic Union of Democratic

Associations.

5 to 7 p.m.—Reception at offices of the

' Union of Democratic Associations. Y

! 9.30 p.m.—Kalithea Police Station (No. 11),
to investigate arrests.

Saturday, April 27: 10.30 a.m.—Interview with Sofianopoulos.
12.30 p.m.—Visited Hadjicosta Jail. A
) 3 p.m.—Visited Partsalides—EAM.
4.30 p.m.—Solley and Mrs. Pym visited
the G.C.L. (Greek T.U.C).
Dodds and Tiffany went to Pirzus to
investigate a case of beating-up.
/6 p.m.—General Othoneos—family party.

Sunday, April 28:  Interview with the ex-Nomarch of Boeotia
—Mr. Kurassis.
6 p.m.—Official Public Reception by the
Union of Democratic Associations.

° Monday, April 29: Dodds and Mrs. Pym went to Pireeus and
visited the Seamen’s Federation. ‘Went to
Salonika by boat. Solley and Tiffany went
to Patras.

Diary of N. N. Dodds and Mrs. Pym
Tuesday, April 30: Arrived in Salonika. Met T.U. Delegations
at the Labour Centre (Trades Council).
6 p.m—Interviewed Mr. Kottas, Governor
of Northern Macedonia.

Wednesday, May 1: Spoke at the Salonika May Day Demon-
stration. Visited Police Station No. 8.
3 p.m.—Interviewed British Consul.
7 p.m.—May Day Concert.

Thursday, May 2: 8.30 a.m.—Visit to the ELD offices.
9 a.m.—Visit to office of the Union of
Democratic Associations.
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Thursday, May 2:
(continued)

Friday, May 3:

Saturday, May 4:

Sunday, May 5:

11 am—Tour of town and of Women’s
Prison.

4 to 7 p.m—Met delegations from
villages, etc.

8 p.m.—Attended the General Meeting of
the Democratic Associations.

11 am—Visited the British Police
Mission. Dodds visited No. 10 Police
Station and toured Macedonian villages.
6 p.m.—Mrs. Pym had interview with the
Left Liberals.

7 p.m.—Interview with representatives of
‘Women’s Organisations.

Visited Langada; saw the smashed premises
of the Agrarian Party, a Colonel of
Artillery interviewed, met local Royalists,
visited village of Sohos.

11 pm. to 1 am—Visited the British
Consul, Police Mission, etc.

Farewell Reception organised by the
Executive of the Union of Democratic
Associations. Investigated case of a T.B.
patient who had been beaten.

Flew to Athens.

Diary of L. J. Solley and S. Tiffany

Monday, April 29:

Tuesday, April 30:

5 to 10 p.m.—Solley and Tiffany attend
trial of ELAS heroes at Special Court, and
have interview with President of the Court.
Interview with Mr. Saghias, Populist
Deputy for the Region.
10 p.m.—Solley and Tiffany have dinner
with the 15 Defence Counsel.
11.30 p.m.—Solley and Tiffany visit Patras
Police Station, and investigate arrest and
beating-up of a trade-unionist.
Received a deputation from the Agrarian
Party in Patras.
Visited Patras Trades' Council and met
T.U. delegations.
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Tuesday, April 30:
(continued)

Wednesday, May 1:

Thursday, May 2:
“Friday, May 3:

Saturday, May 4:

Sunday, May 5:

Diary of Reunited Delegation

Monday, May 6:

Tuesday, May 7:

Wednesday, May 8:

Returned to Athens by car.

Noted behavi: of Royalist soldi
a wayside café. ?

Spoke at Athens May Day Demonstrati
Then went to Peristeri to investigate
shooting incident.
Visited Larissa by car. 1
Received delegations. Dinner organiseg
by the Union of Democratic Associaf
Left Liberals, Republican Left, Agrai
ELD Socialists, Communist Party,
President of the Trades Council,
President of the Co-operatives, and pro-
fessional men.

Breakfast with three local M.P.s
ex-Premier Canellopoulos. Visited Volo
Received delegation from Athens EPON.
Interview with Loulis, President of EA.

10.30 a.m.—It was reported that a
Hospital for Resistance Fighters had had
notice to close within 24 hours. g
12 noon.—Visited British Embassy. g}
5 p.m.—Mrs. Pym met representatives of
the League of Greek Women.
10. pm. to 1.30 a.m.—Interviewed Sir
Charles Wickham.
1030 am.—Visited the Hospital for
Resistance Fighters that was closed down.
3 p.m.—Interviewed ex-Premier Sofoulis.
5 p.m.—Attended a reception organised
by EA.

8 p.m.—Attended a Reception given by
Sofianopoulos, ex-Foreign Minister.

11 a.m.—Interviewed Zachariadis, leader
of the Communist Party.
1.30 p.m.—Interviewed Premier Tsaldaris.
3 p.m.—Interviewed Professor Svolos,

ELD Socialist leader. 5
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5 p.m.—Interviewed S. Theotokis, Minister
of Public Order.

7 p.m.—Attended a reception given by
Professor Angelopoulos.

Thursday, May 9: The three M.P.s left for London by air.

Wednesday, May 8:
(continued)

Diary of Mrs. Pym
Thursday, May 9:  Addressed a Delegate Congress of Athens
Democratic Associations.
Friday, May 10: Interviewed an employees’ delegation
from Pirzus Electric Co.
Visited the Health Division of UNRRA
Interviewed Mr. Pistolakis, former Presi-
dent of the Greek American Council,
Saturday, May 11: Visited the Blue Cross Hospital in
Syngrou Street.
Interviewed ex-detainees from the Africam
Camps.
Visited Professor Kokkalis and the EA
Hospital Committee.

CHAPTER TWO

THE TERROR
SECTION L—FIRST INCIDENT

‘We realise that the vendetta survives in many areas and that
violence between Left and Right factions is bound to, and does,
occur. What really shocked us was the role of the Gendarmerie
in this. Not only did they not maintain law and order and
punish wrongdoers, but they were actually taking the lead im
beatings-up and terror. Their victims were almost invariably
democrats. No Leftist we met had any confidence that he could
obtain justice from the gendarmerie and the courts; what
surprised us was that more of them had not taken the law into
their own hands. If a Rightist was murdered, arrests of demo-
crats were made for miles around; if a Leftist was murdered, the
assassins frequently remained at liberty and armed.

Within a few hours of our arrival in Athens, we were
approached in a restaurant by a messenger who told us that two
young men had been arrested, beaten, and taken to Police Station
No. 11 in the Kalithea district for distributing leaflets advertising
a meeting of the Democratic Associations, at which we were to
speak on the following Sunday. We immediately went to the
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police station and asked the officer in charge what had
. happened. In the police station portraits of King George |
the Hellenes and Mr. Churchill were prominently displayed.
later found that this form of decoration was almost standa
Greek police and gendarme stations and prisons.

The officer in charge told us that the two young men, w]
were members of the Democratic Association, had be
arrested because they were collecting subscriptions for
Association in private premises (a shoemaker’s shop).
enquired if this was against the law, as the Associations
selves were legal, and were informed that the local police chil
had made an order. for his district forbidding the collection of
subscriptions except at the central office of the organisa
because he had received complaints from non-members that th
were being canvassed for donations. He said that this order
had been conveyed to a specially summoned meeting of the
presidents of the local “Communist” organisations. These
turned out to be the Democratic Association and the EA (the
Red Cross of the Resistance Movement). Both of them are
predominantly non-Communist and include a large representation
of the democrats of the Centre. The President, a regular army
colonel who belonged to no political party, later told us that
he had never been informed of the police order forbidding .
collections in members’ homes, and that the allegation that there
had been a specially summoned, or any, meeting of the local
presidents was totally false.

After prolonged questioning of the arrested man, the police
«chief, and the president of the Kalithea Democratic Association,
we elicited the following facts:

The two young men were out collecting subscriptions for the
Democratic Associations and distributing leaflets for the meeting
which we were to address. The one with the collecting book
was arrested and the other ran to inform Colonel Tsimikalis, the
president of the Association. While the colonel was telephoning
the police chief, three uniformed policemen entered and dragged
the young man out, and started beating and kicking him.

The following day we heard that the young man with the
collecting book was sentenced to two months’ imprisonment,
while the one who was beaten was released.

SECTION IL—THE HADJICOSTA PRISON, ATHENS

The next day, when we were leaving the office of Mr. John
Sofianopoulos at about 1 p.m., we were met in the lobby by a
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i mainly consisting of women relatives of detainees im
gff‘f;azg.?&' Jail, l:;d by Mr. Dendrinos, Legal Adviser of EA.
They told us that this morning relat_xves who were bringing food
{o the detainees, as is the custom in Greece, had been refused
admittance, that the prison was _surroundeq by armed guards
and that they had heard the detainees shouting for help. They
feared that they were being beat_en by !he' guards_and begged
us to go immediately and investigate. This we did and were
received by the director of the prison, Mr. Corfutakis.

Mr. Corfutakis told us that visiting facilities were now restored
and had only been interrupted owing to a disturbance that
morning because of the transfer of 41 men from Hadjicosta_to
the prison island of Aegina. The men disliked going to Aegina
because their relatives could not visit them. He admitted that
13 of the 41 had not been sentenced and that Aegina was
supposed to be for convicted men, but stated that the order had
come from the Minister and was probably because the 13 had
been “threatening” the other detainees.

1t subsequently transpired that they were all members of the
Prison Committee, elected by the men themselves—also that a
general order had been issued by the Tsaldaris Government
forbidding prison committees.

The director was most polite, and once he had got telephonic
permission from the Ministry of Justice, allowed us to. go every-
where and speak freely to the prisoners. Though he admitted
that there had been a considerable uproar and protest from the
prisoners at the removal of the 41 he denied that there had been
any beating up. We did not see the 41, as they had already
been transferred.

The jail itself consisted of a series of very large rooms round
a big courtyard. The prisoners were allowed to move about this
area freely and it seemed reasonably clean, light and airy. They
had decorated the rooms with some lively paintings and
numerous portraits of democratic leaders, among whom Attlee
was prominent. Leaders of the Greek past and recent National
Liberation Movements, past and present, were also represented.
King George of the Hellenes was to be found only in the
director’s office. The total number of prisoners was over 500,
most of them political detainees.

We received a most warm and moving reception from the
prisoners and, after explaining who we were, asked them about
the disturbances that morning. They said that they * wanted
to take some of our friends away,” and that this was illegal as
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they had not been sentenced. About 250 of the prisoner
in Hadjicosta had not been sentenced; some had been the
as long as 17 months.

‘We asked about the alleged beating up. Only one young

regulations). Armed guards were posted outside. We ourselves '
were greeted by uniformed men with tommy-guns in the corridor,
We were told that on that very morning machine-guns had been
posted on some roofs across the way which overlooked the
rooms. We were shown bullet marks on the walls and told that °
in July, 1945, machine-guns were fired from the roof into this
room, wounding an ELAS captain, Venezanopoulos But the
machine-guns were removed as soon as we arrived.

‘We spoke to a doctor who stated that he had been accused pn
false evidence given by collaborators. He was in charge of the
prison hospital which we were shown, and which had been
organised by the prison committee. He said that he had great
difficulty in getting ELAS prisoners, who needed treatment,
admitted to hospital.

Other prisoners who spoke to us were:

Colonel Tsiklitiras had been in command of the ELAS
Forces near Kalamata. Major Wilkes, M.P. had particularly
asked us to look out for him as they had fought together against
the Germans. Major Wilkes had a high opinion of the colonel’s
military achievements and personal integrity. Since our visit
—and representations by Major Wilkes—we now learn that the
colonel has been acquitted.

In February, 1945, Colonel Tsiklitiras was charged with
shooting 135 men. In April, 1945, he was arrested and detained
in Sparta for 260 days. He was severely beaten-up and his arm
broken—we saw his scars.

He was released in January this year and lived openly in
Athens. On April 17 he was re-arrested and sent to Hadjicosta.
His trial had been fixed for May 3, although no investigation
had taken place when we saw him (April 27). He was charged
with murder in a district which he had not visited for years. He
met his ““accomplices ” for the first time in Hadjicosta. His
first name and that of his father were incorrectly stated in the
charge; in which he was described as a major in the gendarmerie,
whereas he was actually in the artillery.

Monios had been held for 17 months without trial. He was
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charged with murder between June and August, 1944 (under the

German occupation), but he claims that at that time he was in
the mountains.

An old man of 85 had been sentenced to 18 months’ imprison-
ment for illegal possession of arms. He was so old that he could
scarcely hobble and was by trade a repairer of arms.

George Sideridis was charged with being a “ Bulgarian officer.”
Actually, he worked for the British during the occupation, in
connection with the re-fuelling of British submarines, His
Jeader, Diamandopoulos, was executed by the Germans.

There was a general complaint that the prison guards were
all collaborators, and the following detailed charges were made:

Georgios Phyldissis was a member of the Gestapo at Nauplia.
Warrants had been issued against him and his wife for having
surrendered patriots to the Germans.

Papadongonas was a member of the German Bund. He is a
nephew of the notorious Colonel Papadongonas, leader of the
Quisling Security Battalions in the Peloponnese.

We were also told that two or three of the guards peddled
hashish to the prisoners. This had been réported to the
authorities, but no action had been taken against them.

Since the elections, the prison cinema, theatre and singing were
prohibited and there were threats to remove the pictures and
decorations from the walls. The prison authorities alleged that
this was done on the instructions of the British Police Mission.

We later received a letter telling us that the stage of the
theatre had been dismantled, the pictures taken down, and study
classes prohibited.

We were all deeply impressed with the bearing and discipline
of the prisoners. There was complete silence on the part of
the other prisoners whilst each told his story. Many spoke
English or French. There was also a most moving faith in the
democratic British people for whom more than one cheer was
raised, and this in spite of the scurvy reward meted out to such
patriots as Colonel Tsiklitiras who had risked their lives to help
the British and now found themselves in prison guarded by
ex-collaborators with the enemy.

A word should be said here about the other prison which was
visited by two of the delegation. This was the New Prison at
Salonika, where N. N. Dodds and Mrs. Pym visited the women’s
section. The following is their story.
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SECTION II1L—THE WOMEN’S PRISON, SALO
On May 2 we visited the Women’s Section of the New P

Twenty-eight women aged between 16 and 60, a ten-days-ol
baby and a little boy of two were crammed into two-tier bun
with very little space between them. The place reminded
vividly of air-raid shelters in the blitz.

A male guard and an old woman wardress were prese
throughout our interview with the women prisoners. The gua
was the one accused of beating them—he did not deny it, b
said he had “ only smacked their faces! ” Marks on their arms
and bodies belied this. In view of the women’s allegations
against this man, Mr. Dodds asked the prison governor at least
to detail a different guard to be present at the interview. The
governor said this was impossible, as the guard was not under
his orders.

There had been two recent cases of beating-up—one on
April 7, when the women, including a pregnant woman, Olga
Haventidou, were beaten for singing Resistance songs. As a
result of this the baby came prematurely and the mother had
to be sent to hospital, from which she was sent back to prison
with her unfortunate infant after only eight days. Both she
and the baby looked terribly ill when we saw them.

She stated that she was in prison because the murderer of her
brother had denounced her for killing a man who was actually
killed in a battle between ELAS and the Germans and Security
Battalions on November 4, 1944. She had never fought with
ELAS and seemed a very quiet girl of 23. She had been hit on
her back by the guard with his fists because she asked for a
visitor. She got no special diet for her baby.

Only one of the 28 women had been sentenced—C. Dzibili.

She had been given 11 years for the illegal possession, not of
arms, but of bullets. This sentence is to be compared with
the sentences of two months’ imprisonment imposed by the
Athens Court of Appeal, on April 25, on three “ X-ites ” accused
of illegally bearing arms. Incidentally the same court on the
same day sentenced a democrat to 11 years' imprisonment for
exactly the same offence. Another girl of 16 was on trial on the
day of our visit. The other women had been awaiting trial for
from 4 to 13 months.

i
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Here are some of the women’s stories: g

Joanna Aktipi Was charged with 532 murders, of whlch_ she
had been acquitted of 105 by the investigator. She is a widow
from Zante Island with children aged 14, 13 and 10. She and
her husband fought for 13 months with the partisans. Her
husband was killed in action and the Germans and Security
Battalion men burnt her house because they could not find her.
She had been lying ill in bed on April 29 when the guard dragged
her up, tearing her vest and beating her. She looked terribly ill.

Rapi Zantopoulo (18) was accused of the murder of a Second
Licutenant in Kilkis. The man was actually killed in the battle
of Kilkis on November 4, 1944. This girl was in EPON (the
EAM Youth Movement) and had been with the ELAS reserve
as a nurse. She was not at the battle of Kilkis, but at Langada
at that time. A Security Battalion man had killed her father
in June, 1944. He is a prominent Monarchist and still at
large in Kilkis. She laid a charge against him after December,
1944, at the court in Kilkis. The only result had been that she
had been held in prison for seven months without trial.

Aspasia Stephanou had been in prison for four months charged
with the murder of a man who had died of T.B. and of which
she had previously been acquitted. The guard intervened, to
say that she could not have been re-arrested on the same charge,
but she insisted that her lawyer had told her so. She was a
member of EAM and had two children.

Stamatoula Martinidou (20) had been eight months in prison
accused of espionage. She was arrested in Axioupoli and not
even told what she was charged with for two or three months.
She had sheltered British soldiers during the occupation,
including a commando—Major Phillips. Her brother had acted
as a liaison with commandos who blew up a railway line.
Her house had been burnt by the Germans and Bulgarians when
they failed to arrest her.

* The final case was the most shocking of all:

In the very small prison yard lay a woman, Eleni Latsarnaki,
on a stretcher. She was in the last stages of T.B., spitting blood
and obviously incapable of getting up off her bed. She had been
there for three days, charged with the illegal possession of arms.

There was nowhere to put her under cover if it rained (which
it had done on the previous day)—it would have been impossible
to get her stretcher into the bunked room, which was the women
prisoners’ only bedroom and living room—even had it been
desirable on health grounds.
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‘When we protested to the governor about this, he said that Lhey'
took her into the hall of the administrative block when it rained.
(The prisoners, however, insisted that she had been in the
yard all the time.) He said that he was trying to get her moved,
but there was no special prison hospital available in Salonika.

‘The most recent beating up of the women had taken place on
the Monday, April 29, three days before our visit. The women
had shouted and protested because they were not allowed
visitors. Guards had been called in from the 8th Police Station .
and together with the prison guard had beaten the women with
their fists. Two had been so severely hit on the head that they
had bled from the nose and mouth (we saw the marks on their
faces). Others had bruises on their arms and backs. 7

Dodds expressed his horror to the governor at the uncivilised
conditions prevailing in the prison, and said that he would hold
him responsible if there was any further beating of the women as
a result cf our visit. 4

SECTION IV.—A BOY BEATEN UP

‘Whilst at the EAM offices on our first Saturday afternoon in
Athens, a captain of the Greek Army called. He was in a most
distressed condition. He explained that his son, who was a
student of theology, had been very badly beaten up and asked
that we should go and see him. Dodds and Tiffany went to his
home in Pirzus, and there were informed that the father, who had
been a member of the Resistance forces, paid a monthly sub-
scription to a fund to help the relatives of Resistance fighters. -
This fund is legal and recognised by the Government. 4

The boy had paid the subscription on his father’s behalf and
had pocketed the receipt.

Whilst on holiday in a village he and his companion were
asked by the police to report to the police station. There
they were ordered to turn out their pockets and, when the
receipt was found, the young man was taken into a cell, his
legs were tied to a rifle, the soles of his feet were beaten to pulp.
He bore terrible bruises from his feet to the crown of his head-
‘We saw him lying on a bed and felt that he would be very lucky
to survive.

The father said that he could get no protection and that justice
did not operate. He therefore felt that he would be forced, like
many others, to take to the hills and fight.
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SECTION V.—MAY DAY OUTRAGE

On the afternoon of May Day, Solley and Tiffany went to the
peristeri quarter of Athens to investigate some outrages which
had been brought to their notice. The following is their report:

We visited a local Labour Centre (Trades Council) office
which had been broken into the same night and the premises
damaged. On the walls the assailants had written the “ X ™ sign
and underneath the words: “You have more to suffer!”

We then investigated the case of the murder of C. Papagheor-
ghiou of 3 Iassonos Street. His sister, Mrs. E. Jakobiou, said
that at 11 o’clock the previous night she was informed that her
brother had been severely wounded and that she must go to him.
She went to the house and saw her brother in a pool of blood.
Ultimately an ambulance came and the wounded man was put
into it accompanied by a doctor, a policeman, Miss P. Schari
(the fiancee of the murdered man), and his sister. Before the
ambulance came, the sister and the fiancee were threatened by
«X ".ites, known locally, that they should not call a doctor, but
let the wounded man die.

As the ambulance reached a bridge on its way to hospital, it
was stopped by five “X "-ites and one local policeman, who
were recognised as being the persons responsible for the original
outrage. They ordered the ambulance to stop, opened the door
(holding pistols and automatics), while the relatives pleaded with
them : “ Don’t shoot, he is wounded.”

The sister flung herself on the wounded man’s body to protect
him. They shot her in the left breast and little finger, and tore
her away. She showed her wounds as she told the story.

They shot' the wounded man in the shoulder and then
left, and the man was brought to the hospital dead. The police-
man who was with the ambulance and who had a pistol took
no steps at all until after the “ X "-ites had departed, when he
fired some bullets into the air. ;

The murdered man had first been wounded at home in the

lowi i ding to his fiancee who was an

eye-witness : '

At 1030 pm. five “X”-ites and the policeman above
described stopped at the house, rushed in, and asked the fiancee
to put the light on, the premises being in darkness. She rushed
upstairs. C. Papagheorghiou got out of bed and the “ X "-ites
asked him: “Where is your brother?’ (His brother is an
active member of the Democratic Associations.) Papagheorghiou
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said: “I don’t know.” The “X "-ites then said: “You mus
die. You have killed Roussos.” (This man had been killed earlig
that evening in an incident in which “X “-ites had attacks
democrats and in which the man named had been accidental
killed by his colleagues.) The “X "-ites-ordered Papagheorghiou
to dress, and while putting on his pants he was shot in the b
with three bullets by an “X "-ite. The five men then left
room, and while doing so one of them threw a hand gren
at the bed. This exploded: Miss Schari shouted for help, a
one of the “X -ites returned and hit her with a rifle sayi
“ Stop screaming ! ¥ The police station is only one minute a
from the scene of this event. The police did not, however, arris
at the house of the injured man until 20 minutes later. Althoy
the perpetrators of this outrage are well-known locally, not
of them had been arrested up to the time of our departure fi
Greece. On the contrary, the police had rounded up and beat
a number of well-known local trade unionists and democrats!

SECTION VI—VISIT TO LARISSA
On May 2 the Secretary of the Democratic Associations
Larissa, Mr. E. Skylakos, told Solley and Tiffany: “Many f:
charges of possession of arms are made against democrats
Bandits, if they appear, are acquitted, e.g., four months ago th
Military Commander of Thessaly arrested four monal
bandits with tommy-guns. They were acquitted because the
appeared a witness for the defence, a regular army officer, w
declared that these guns had been given to them by the officel
order to attack democrats. The secretary further told us
the Deputy Prosecuting Attorney of the Larissa Court
Appeal, Nicopoulos, had been mentioned in an Athens ne
paper as the Prosecuting Attorney of the Court of First In
in the town of Preveza during the Occupation under the Quis
Government, when he had co-operated with the Germans
Italians. In fact, there were writs in respect of these matt
issued against him in Preveza. The judges of the Court
Appeal of Larissa, he said, had all fulfilled their ju
functions during the Occupation, but had worked in othe
regions. As to the “popular” judges, or jurymen, one had :
writ against him for co-operation with the enemy, and a
serving some time as a “ popular ” judge of a special court
up to try collaborators, he had to be removed as a result o
considerable public clamour.
E. Skylakos also stated: “The police are illegally preven
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: trade union meetings, and terrorism is exercised in the first
‘ place by the group of bandits headed by Sourlas. Apolhe_r
bandit, Karaghiorgalas, has been sentenced to death in his
absence for being a collaborationist. In the region of Volos the
chief of the bandits is Kalambz\likis._ They murder, beat up,
rape and rob democr_a(s: No bandit has been arrested in
spite of srecific denunciations.”
In an interview a Mrs. E. Joannidou said: “My son was
murdered in November, 1945, when he attended the funeral of
i a murdered democrat. The police fired and my son was killed.
I have made complaints to the police, but nothing was done.
1 used to write to the newspapers about my son’s death, and
yesterday an unknown boy came to me about 1 o’clock and told
me that he had been instructed by someone whom he did not
know to tell me to stop writing letters and not to see you British
MP.s or I would be beaten up.”

The following is the testimony of Dr. V. Dadalieris:

“1 am a doctor and I am also the secretary of the Agrarian
Party of the Larissa Region. On April 26 the party was holding
a congress at Larissa. With three other persons, during a recess
in the proceedings, I was walking in the central square when we
were illegally arrested by the police, taken to the police station
and severely beaten up. We were not charged and were released
after about one hour. .

“In my professional capacity as a doctor I can speak of
specific cases of violence. For example, I was called to attend
¢ Mrs. Zambokos at the village of Sykia who told us that she
had been maltreated by two members of EVEN (a royalist youth
organisation), whose names she gave me, because her husband
had not voted. In the village of Yasniou, three days after the
elections, I attended six people who had been maltreated, one
suffering from a bullet wound fired by the gendarmerie. Many
people had been rounded up in the village three days after the
election because there -had been abstentions.”

Mr. G. Papaioannou, a lawyer by profession and a member of
the EAM Executive Committee of the Thessaly region, told us
that on April 29 at 8.30 p.m. he was escorting two friends from
his house when an attempt on his life was made by two men
who fired at him with revolvers, fortunately missing. He offered
to show us the bullet holes in his house. He had no personal
enenlies, so the attack was clearly political in motive. His
assailants had been recognised and one was a member of EVEN.
The lawyer told us that he had been exiled for nine years under
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Metaxas and had been mayor of the town for two months after
the Liberation. He was not a Communist, but was a member
Sofianopoulos’s Party. “I cannot go into the villages to carry
on my business because the monarchists terrorise anyone like
myself known to be a democrat.” 3

Solley and Tiffany then interviewed General Psiarris, a retired
regular army general, twice a Liberal M.P., the last time being
in 1936, and now a member of the Left Liberals. He took part
in the Resi t, and was der of ELA
forces in Thessaly. He also took part in the National Council
held in the mountains in 1944. For six months before the
Liberation he was Governor of Thessaly. After the Varkiza
Agreement, he had been arrested, and imprisoned without a
warrant or charge, from March 26 to December, 1945, when
he was released. He said: g

“I have a home and family at a village near Volos in «thg
territory ruled by the bandit Kalambalikis. I cannot retus
there because my life would be in danger, as the gendarmerie
collaborate with bandits. I went to the Commander of the
Volos regional gendarmerie and asked him if he could guarantee
my safety if I returned home, and he said: “No, the
responsibility will be on you if you are killed.”

“On the eve of May Day in Volos the Second Group of the:
9th Greek Artillery Regiment had gone to the premises o{*_
EPON, the democratic youth organisation. There were about
ten soldiers in uniform with tommy-guns. They told the boys -
and girls, whose average age was about 18 to 20, to put thel
hands up, and rushed them out of the premises. The furniture
desks, books, registers, etc., were taken outside and burned. A
major of the unit was present, by the name of Kasicopoulos.

During the same evening and in another part of Volos, calle
Palia, soldiers destroyed another of the youth organisation’s
premises. EPON is affiliated to the World Federation of Demq 3
cratic Youth and is a legal and democratic organisation. y

On the following, morning Solley and Tiffany visited thes
premises and by direct observation and questions on the spo
confirmed everything the general had said.

As an example of the way in which the “X -ites
unpunished, the general told of the case of the murder of a
ELAS man, Theodorou, by an “X "-ite, Theodoropoulos,
Good Friday, April 19. The man murdered was actually a frien
of the “ X "-ite, and the latter, filled with remorse at the murd
confessed to the crime and handed over his revolver. In spif
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of this confession, the X"'-ite was not arrested qnd some time
Jater joined the loca_l bandl_tsA The EAM‘Commmcc of Volo_s
interviewed the British _Pollc; Representative and reported t}ns
murder. The police chief said to them: “_Whal are you going
to do? -There is nothing I can do about it.”

SECTION VIL—THE SITUATION IN PATRAS

When in Patras, Solley and Tiffany received a deputation from
the Agrarian Party (Mr. T. Coulombas, Deputy Secretary of
the Pelop Ci i and Mr. A. Papahatzis, member of
the Executive Committee, and former President of the Union
of Agricultural Co-operatives of the same region).

The Deputy Secretary said : *“ We cannot go into the villages
in the Peloponnese area to fulfil our duties because of the terror.
1 myself cannot go to my birthplace in the Messinia region. The
monarchists have killed many democrats there. The name of
my village is Charokopio.

“Manganas, the leader of the Kalamata outrage, was seen three
days ago at Tripolis, walking around the central square and
afterwards in the company of gendarmes.” News to this effect
was published in the local press on March 30, 1946, and the
newspaper Eleftheri Achaia, produced and shown to the M.P.s,
reported as follows: * Manganas visited the gendarmes of the
town of Kyparissia on March 24 and talked to them. Many
citizens and national guardsmen recognised him, but were not
able to interfere.”

The Deputy Secretary went on: “On Easter Day
Tsonoghiorghos, chief of ‘the monarchist bandits in the Patras
region operating in about twenty villages, forced villagers to
give him lambs and eggs, which he gave as a present to the
chief of the police station of a village near Patras called Bozaitika.”

SECTION VIIL—SALONIKA ENQUIRY

When Dodds and Mrs. Pym visited Salonika, it was announced
in the Press that on May 2, from 4 to 6 p.m., they would be
present at the offices of the Union of Democratic Associations.
A very large number of people came, and interviews with them
lasted from 4 to 7.30 p.m. Even then it was necessary to address
the crowd that remained, as there was no time to see them
individually. The following is the account of Dodds and Mrs.
Pym of a number of the cases they interviewed:

Case 1.—Dr. John Conayannis, recently retired from the
army, where he held the rank of lieut.-colonel.
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He resides in the village of New Madytos about 38 mile:
from Salonika, where he said the situation was becomin
intolerable because of the terror of the gendarmes and the
monarchist organisations. He said that they destroy shops and
premises of the Left-wing and that one must become
monarchist or die. He and his wife had been badly beaten-up
because they protested, and we saw evidence of this maltreat-
ment. He mentioned the fact that during the election 4
monarchists were going round the village forcing the people tg
go to the poll, and he further stated that this was well known
to the gendarmes. He is a Sofoulis Liberal. )

Case 2—V assilios Othondides—was a one-legged member:
EAM who kept a small tobacconist’s shop in Katerini, a vill
in Macedonia. When he went into a certain café the propriets
called the police, who took him to the Gendarme Station No.
in Salonika. There the gendarme, Constantine Raftopoulos,
together with seven others, beat him for three hours. v
no reason for this at first, but later they said: “ We're beatin
you because you’re a Communist; one day we'll kill you.” Aft
six hours they freed him; he was never charged with any offence.
He protested to the gendarmerie chief, who said that they
beaten him because he was drunk. 4

Case 3.—Andreas Vasolarides, of 1 Palamidou Street, was
former member of ELAS. He sold newspapers in the s
when he came from the mountains. A gendarme warned him
not to do this, although he had no legal grounds for doing.
Twenty days later the same gendarme shot him through the.
and foot without warning (we saw the wounds), and passers-b;
took him to hospital.

The same day a number of gendarmes went to his house
beat his seventy-year-old father and threw his sister down
ladder. As a result of this his sister has lost her reason and he
does not dare to live in his own home.

Case 4.—A. Argyropoulos—was the owner of a flour mil
Kavakli, 20 miles from .Salonika. He is a democrat
Anglophil. His house was destroyed in May, 1945, by fo
members of the Security Battalions including the son of a
miller who is in EVEN. The gendarmerie made no ai
The chief of EVEN in the village, Aristidis Arabadgis, b
eighteen British soldiers to the Germans, and is still living op
in the village, although his case was reported to the
Electoral Commission.
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