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THE objects of this paper are 
simple: to restate, in terms oF 
existing cond~tions, the politic~! 
philosophy that has motivated doc
trinaire Irish Republicans From 
the beginning; to combat all Forms 
of revisionism parading under the 
banner of Irish Republicanism; and 
to expose and co~bat all other 
pseudo-revolutionary propaganda, 
especially -that aimed at exploiting 
the deep-rooted grievances oF the 
nation's workinqc1ass,by d-iverting 
their energies- from their true 
interest -- the realization oF the 
revolution -- and attemp~ing to 
commit them to the attainment of 
crypto-bourgeois objects. 

WE are revolutionaries who accept 
the principles of Irish . Republic
anism as understood by Wolfe Tone 
and all subsequent Irish revoluti
onary theorists. Consequently, our 
aims are the reconstruction of the 
nation along lines compatible to 
the welfare, . security and advance
ment of the common people of Irel
and -- that great b u l war k of in t e g
rity who, throughout the centuries 
of national adversity have const
ituted the heart, the body and the 
soul of Ireland. 

WE have no time for Saturday-night 
revolutionaries, nor for Grattan 
nationalists masquerading in the 
oarb of Wolfe Tone. The progress 
of r-epublicanism and the welfare 
oF the mass of the people has ~uf
fered enough both from those who 
talk a damn sight better than they 
can fight, and from those spurious 
individuals who hide their parlia
mentiary or bourgeois leanings 
behind a revolutionary vocabulary. 
It is time for the air to be cleared 
and for revolutionaries to state 
without ambiguity that they stand 
for the interests oF the many over 
thoseofthefew. 'Tis timethatthe 
cliches were cast aside. The people 
are sick to death with the histr 
ionics oF quasi-republicans,and if 
they are to be rallied for the Final 
assault against colonialism, then, 
we had bettec come up with some
thing bqtter than: "Remember 1916." 

l 

THE Irish ~eople are an earthy 
race despite all that nonsens e to 
the contrary. The ~ are shrewd 
enough to see that the sel~-styled 
nationalists who operate in Lei~s ~ 
t er House , and t i·, e r ep u b l i cans who 
exhort them to elect Sinn Fain to 
a 32 county Parliament,differ more 
in terminoldgy than in essentials. 
Consequently, although the polit
ical hair-splitters of the prGsen
tly functioning Republican Movem
ent have, apparently, mesmerized 
themselves with their own sophistry 
they have fooled very Few others. 
And anyone who is not incapacitated 
either by stupidity or self-conceit 
can readily see this. 

IF we are to regain our pos
ition in the vanguard of Irish rad
icalism; if we are to again secure 
a mass support behind the banner 
of Irish Republicanism; then, we 
must first return to that social, 
political and economic programme 

· that is both implicit a~d explicit 
in our revolutionary tradition. 
The groundwork must again be laid; 
activists must again grasp cle arly 
the fundamentals of the strDggle 
against colonialism: so that when 
the fight is once more waged its 
direction is clearly understood 
and its goals clearly and unambig
uously dE}Fined, . 

WE are wBll aware that the task 
of reopening a revolutionary off
ensive appears enormOUS when Viewed 
in the light of prevailing condit
ions. Yet,our faith in the people, 
coupled with the knowledge that 
the status quo inherits in perpet
uity the elements of a political 
crisis by ~irtue of its origin, 
makes positive our belieF that a 
decade of constructi ve revolution
ary labour would bear an abundance 
of fruit. All that is required is 
a dedicated leadership prepared to 
approach ~ts task in a revol~tion
ary manner; men who are ready to 
solve a revolution~ry problem by 
revolutionary means. 

THE mass of Irish people hcv? 
always shown themselves ready 
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REPU3LICAN MOVEMENT 

RECOGNIZES fREE STATE COURT 

IN an unprecedeoted move 
las~ July, three members of the 
Republican Movement were represen
ted by legal council in a Co. Cork 
court. This . step was taken on the 
advice of the Movement's leaders. 
The men faced charges of assaulting 
a Free State policeman;an incident 
which had its origins in the coer
cive actions of the police against 
the sellers of Easter Lilies. The 
case · was a minor one,and the course 
adopted by th.e.._lTlO.V€-m-en -~ ·n-as surpr
ised and dismayed republicans 
throughout the_~puct~y1 

LIFE-LDNC republicans have 
questioned the necessity of this 
latest move. , They fail to see what 
good can be secured by it, an9 thB 
general interpretation is th<;~t the 
I.R.~ .. ~nd Sinn rein have,in fact, 
extended . ~hei~ recognition -to .the 
Free State. As one old timer .. :put 
i t : " I . . ri e v e r t h o u g.h t I ' d s e e t h e . 
d a y ·w h en r e p u b l i c an s i.v o u 1 d s t pop 
so low. ·" 

THE implications of this lat~st 
step bsckwards are obvio0~; the 
preserit leaders have thrd~ri iri the 
spongii ih~y have lost hope in t~e 
abilif'y of republi.can's to re-esta
blish ·: th~ . Republic. · And this inc-
ident i~ · ~Jt ~ne of many which _ 
points·to their lack of will and the 
breakd~w~ in ·m6ral fibi~ th~t is 
becoming mo're ~nd more apparent ·: as 
the year progresses. 

.. SINN . FEIN- HOLDS -.-.-·-
lXTRAD~OINARY ARD FE~S. 

.. . 

T H [ ' c r Hi lS ~it h iri c Sin n F' e in . 
came br{8P_ly, .(o the -s1urface on fhe _· • 
week-end p·r't:or to Bo.denstown, '- when:· 
an extra:or·dina~y Ard fe.is was · cal
led t 0 'de fll'_ w i fh the q u est i 0 n 0 f 
revising th~:p~rty's attitud~ to
wards Lelnstet ~ouse, Stormont. and 
Westminster. · Also, the~matter.of 
the sale of. E~ster. Lilies was 'br
ough·t Forward;- with ' the -motion 
tbat their s~le be vested · in the 
Nationa1 Craves· Committe·e,·and that 
t R is body then a p p:l y . for ·a "P e dl
ar's License" .to .. the :free S't~te 
regime. 

BOTH· motions wers def~ated. · 
Consequently, th.e. ·:aelfast .lea.Gie-r ;-· 
Sean Caughey, broke ·with Sinn .Fein 
and immediately ·set ~bout th~ org
anization oF his ~wn group. The 
scene is bes:om.i_ng mor·e · an:d ·more 
complicated as these petty ~ bour-

geois democrats Fall out amongst 
themselves and then set about the 
Formation of their own isolated 
cliques. 

IT would be Foolish to think 
that Sinn Fein's internal crisis 
is now solved with this latest 
break-away. Far From it. Actually 
such dissension is inevitable be
cause of the violent contradiction 
between the petty bourgeois spirit 
of Sinn Fain on the one hand, and 
its decision to abstain From the 
country's mainstream oF petty bour 
geois politics on th~_gt.h.er ... _ ..... rt· 

__ Ls----an-±1--·-a-·-matt"e·r---a·F timEiJ before. 
y et -' · an o t h e r d i s put e a r i ::J e s._J.U i-t-1'=1-i-A -
'lino-F--e-i-A--.-·--f'rr---ure ·-m"eaiiTi me it I s t h 8 . 

.:ase of leading the Fool further as 
that body of sincere, but unthink
ing, republicans continue to supp
ort a party that can bring no good 
to their c. a use . ' 
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w HA t• s' tHE I . R • A • up T 0 Now? 
·• ; . . 

T~E mdst of us ~re no longe~ 
~urprised by .anythino the republi
can Mo·v-em·ent does. - However, · the 

· I. R . A< . ·'s t a t em en t on the "01i d le t'CJ n 
Ant i-La~~iord War" sent a good · few 

·Of US hai:Cjy sceptics rocking.·· Lt 
. _is not that we object to the ·' '"-Army•i 
; en t e r i rig : { n t o p o l it i c s . . No in deed. 

We hav :e always held that-revolut·io'n'
ary politics and fililitcny·ac'f'io·.., ·. 

. are indiv.isible. But ~hat soit of 
politic's · · is · this with its:· "w·e ·· 
demand that th~ de Facto govern
ment" do this, and "We demand that 
the de:fad.o government" do that? 

IT'S ~ queer sort of -revolwtion. 
And to--say the ·l,ea.st, .t.he whole 
stateme:rit ·smacks of'. a soci·.al · 'd·em-- · 
ocrat i.nFl.uen .ce. ·we - .·can•t· ·· sa_y, 

. that thei.R.A. is improving · its'elf~ 
by chan-ging From a bourgeoi·s-· de'mb
crat to · a social democrat ticket~ 
There's· l~ttle difference be£~een 
them to any ieyolutionary. 

WE . h o p e. y Q!J w i ll · en j o y t h i s. 
introductory .. iss-u·e of AN PHOBLACH.L 
With your co-operation ·we hope to· 
see it grow both in size and ~ov
e r a g e in t h e n e a r F u t u r e . , If y o u 
agree on_ the ,need for a revoltJt~o
n~tV voice to reassert the trad~t
(ona~ Irish Republican ~osi~io'n, 
.hen support our effort. S~~port 
AN PHOBLACHT by a financisl contr-

. i but i 0 n t 0 0 n 5 et p r 0 d cl c t ion _c a's t s. 
-Also, we wil.l welcome a~y att·fcles 
on r'evolution'ary affairs, or' crit
icisms on . any material published 
in our columns. Local 3gents will 
be commissioned. · 

--Edit-or. 



PRO GR FSSIVES 

TR AD I T I ON A L I S T S : 

Tone -stands For on~ thin~;fhe Si~n 
Fein organization, despite its 

··. ·.· opposit ;ion to Criffith in 1922; 
· still , perpetu~tes . the philosophy 
of its founder and, · consequently; 
stands For something which ·is cam 

. plet~ly different . . So that while 
it lS· within tti'e rea.lm of common 
sense. t_o agree ' i:in · th~ .practicality·· 
'of s.i'r>n Fein Is : entry into .. Free 

WHERE DOES - REPUBLICANISM STAND? 

MANY within that ev.er n-a~rowing 
c i r c 1 i of " S in n F e in R e l iab l e s "we r e 
noticea.b,l:y shocked earlier this year 

· when the UNITED IR ISHIYIAN questioned' ' · 
the sanik~ · of Ab~tenEionism. to its 
editori~1 columns: Franklyi ~e 
were more than ci little startled 
oursei.ves,· -because .this was the 
first occasio n since beginnino 
pub 1 icat ion th~L .th.e- -U.-1. tra_s .. -8\IEin 
h i n t e d .. ·-·at·- · t h e f a ll i b il it y o f · ~ h e 
party line. 

IN ef(ect.~he editoriat suggested 
that if Sinn Fein ·rs to pursue ·a· 
p r act i c a l c o.u r s e ·oF p 6 lit i c a l a et_:: 
ion it .· mu s.t . __ enter ·active ry i!]_t o _ 
p o 1 it ic;:rr;· ~ r: ·en <:l s .o.E ti=l·e-··Pa rlTE ion'- . 
ist regims·s·:· · IYlore · especially, it 
should take an active part in Ftse 
State p ci L{ tics . and enter Le ins t er 
House. T.he ·line of argument in 
support nf thi~·is r~~iniscent of 
fhat Forwarded by de Valera some 
forty years ago, And we will read 
ily admit, that From the point of 
view of Sinn Fein's basic aims, it 
makes a lot of ' sense. · - ·· 

SINN jEIN is, after al(, a body 
which subscribes to what is termed 
a constitutional or parliamentary 
mode of politics. It stands For a 
32 county parliament, to be sure. 
3ut, it only proposes to alter those 
elements of the present set-up 
that are contrary to the Function
ing of such a parliament. In a 
word, Sinn Fein does not,and never 
has, proposed to eradicate the 
c o l on i a l or d e r o F · t h in g s. . I t 
simply says ,it will consolidate' 
Ehem under a 32 county Home Rule 
executive. Therefore, since Sinn 
F~in stands only For the unificat
ion of the ~revailing social, pol
itical and economic_ orde.r ·,: and ·-nol 
for its to·tar··ciestr.0:.c.tion-,···· the 
differe nces be-tween ...... it and the 
various Free State parties are 
symbolic rath~r than funda~ental. 
And 'because of this the "Progress
lues" ,who propos.e.entering Le'inster 
House are being more realistic 
than the "T-ra-ditionalists", who 
intend to perpetuate the Farce of 
Abstentionism. 

·~o much for political realism. 
However, it must be pointed out 
t h a t t h i s · c o'n t r a v e r s y in n o w a y 
touches on the basic principles of 
ihe Irish Revolutionary Republican 
doctrine. The r§voluticinary rep- . 
ublicanism emanating ·· fr.om Wolfe 

· State politics, it does· not Follow 
that this is equa~ly applica6le 
to an ~;g~niz~tion : sincerely stri~ 
ving .to re~lize qur tradition~l 
revolu-.t.ionary object_s. 

THIS· brin~s us to _ th~ crux o~ 

the enigma which cbhtinues tb 
p l a g u e .· I !>i s h R e p u b l i c s. n s • 

.. ' 

IT has become the vogu~ to . con~ 
sider Sinn Fein theoiies _as· the 
essence oF the Irish Revolutiun.· 
Whereas, ,_ in fact, th'ose . thebr ies 
are derivEd from· a soDrce that wa~ 

- ~rankly antagoni~ti~ t6 the aims : 
of -that revolution; Criffith and 
his associates w·e·re revolutionarie·s 
in . no sens.B'' of the ·word,.· . However, : 
in 1917 ·_when· militant republicans ' 
combined with the bourgeois demo-

· - ~rats of Sinn tein,CriFFithJs pol
icies, wit~uut th~t ~ittle gam:The 
Lords and Commoris :of .' Irela nd, w.ete · 
placed in .a positiciri of asc~ndaric:y · 
on the politica·l platform. of the 
Fight For FrBedom. There they have 
remained ever sinte. The~ _ were the .· 
primary source of · troubli in 1922~ 
and they continue to cause-trouble 
in mcire ways th~Hi one today.· 

THE fact that the .RBpublican 
Movement continues to restr i ct its 
political position t~ the theoiies 
of Sinn Fein creates many a paradox 
that would. be comic Under other 
circumstances. Such . a si~uation 
finds republicans adhering to a 
philosophy of politics which is 
being practised by the Free State. 
And t~is, in effect, means that 
anything the Republican Moveme~t 
proposes to . achieve outside the 
ar-ena .. of Free State politics . can. 
also be acquired .witt::li-n · its 'fra·rii·e_= 
work ; As · sa i"d be f. ore , . any· din er -
ences .are "in' sy.mbols rather than 
in essentials. Conseq~ently, ~br 
so l.ong: as this continues it is 
inevitab~e that the Republ~can 
IYlovement . will remain in that imp .. - · 
asse · wt")ich n.ow. plagues· it. · Th6 
only esc~pe ·a~J;Jen _is . ;either a ret:
urn tci the tiiditional revolution
ary ·p a l.,i tics . of . Re pub l i can ism , . or , 
as· prupos~d -by-. the Progressive~. 
entry , into th.~~mainstream of Ftee 
S t a te a f f <:l i r s . 

:'THE "Prdgressives"·, like.the 
de Valerites of fort y years agi.J,pr o -: 
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pose that. Sinn Fein must ta~e 
this step to survive. From the 
bourgeois democratic point of view 
this is a sensible and practical 
p rQ.p_o_s.i,t ion . ~owev er, to cant end 
that 'if is a necessary step to
wa-r d s:; 1:1 Ekfl r:b 'J LI!T8iatlr.i.JL::B t ion of t ha t 
Nation- State first envisioned by 

~ IJJs1re Torie, i'5 pute. hogwash. _: And 
· if -' i!lny doubts remain \),r'[:lhi ,~; ~t;:ore 

then, little has::• been: lea,r,l;1."tJrom 
~~cent history~ · ·-- ---

W""E-, -of c-ourse, h a.v•e., 1 ~l t le 
·'inb~e-res:t i-n: ·what -OS"inn F:·e ·i~-1 - ·as a 
·p-al 'ft iCa"l par·t.y, cdiJBS . with itself. 

. :r :r-ahkTy :, · from ·oLtr.' v-iewp.o,.lf}t .it 
.· wo'uld b-e~n ·o me.a'n :btsssiflg . if ' that 
. ·-b-ody ·of rea:ctionar,ies joined ;their 

·k~ri· · : rn L:ei"i:lster :· f-louse. , I-t ·would 
tal;<e a :hit uf dead - weigh~ off the 
back : >'o P. ' r epub l ic:an.ism. .. · Then, 
perhaPS! ·we -: i::;ould ·: nuckle down to 
getting this revoluti6~ of ours 

·· bac~ on the rails. : Then, we could . 
~~turn-tb To~e,to Lalgr, ConQolly 
and Peatsi:l a:s · o.ur ··- source .. of ins
piration, and to hell with that 
'i.-hsidi-ous .: body~ .. of politics whose 

'fountainhead ls Gri-f·fith and whose 
' -d~~r'rier .: ha.s ·-been hi.s creation-
··s\-n n Te 'i'n • · 

_. rl!,_conc"lt..isiqn:,:·we t.Ua.nt .. to draw 
·at'f:erft·ion · :t6: .the ··fast that th.ll 
... P.rdgtessive: Sinn ·· F.eHners, like the 
·. other l.iatiety," are --strenuously 
· er)d~avouiif-ll 'g t<'' tb-'er.lmesh the · tr.uly 
~~p0~1ican 6rganizatiors such a~ 
th~fl;R~A.;1cQmman ~ na m9an - and Na 

· F iahna' in • th~ir~~ schemes~ ~ These 
. : :0 {gan"izat ion's · are · ft;Jn$!n_e~t a Uy..'. 
· nip:UbLi.can. lt· woul-d i be --more thari 
. a .. "pity' to ~ee: them .. a'li- gci ' :~p t~e 

dogs,: sin-ce ' 1'·• .th.t:iir· ··ranks_:., still 
hold .. many:· · ~a-n .aot ,ivi .st· ·1.\!ho; could 

_i:l·o good ser·v ice Lo.:r;_· I.~ . el;:~_fl;.d . L(:l ,t _ 
it he h·ope·d t.ha't: ~t-hes.-e . p-eop,Le wi !~l.. 

·sci·6'ti ' appreciate. ·thei~, ,positior:J . , ~ 
and the manner i~ which th~~ ha0e : 
be~n 0~ed '·arid~~ill continue to be · 
usedi '_. for· . so" .·: long as Sir:in Fe.i.n 

· politicians· clbminatE3 th_ei_r Elffoi;_ts, 
T 0 . r ~ c 0 V '8 r ' .. t he -~ I r i s h Re V 0 l ut i.o{l 
needs lh~ combi.nsd s·ff6~ts,of all 
tr u 8. m e'n ; . ' .. - ' . ., 
SOlOH:"RS .ElF TH[- .RTVDLUTl'tlN UNITE-.• . --.-. -. -. -, -. .. - -- . ---

ical o f big talke~s. Yes! and they 
are also sceptical of those who 
exhort them to sacrifice and labour 
For ambiguous and questionable ends. 

-, . __ _J,O ~'O~qln 0~t}I~Lslfl,?>;tmk; in©; c:QflfsQ•Liri. 
people we must return to that path 

[ first blazed by Wolfe Tone, and 
·which wa.s. s,o . . e __ xp_l_i_c_it ly defined b y 
h is con t~m'#or-'<il- r.'::)L~~..:::_'J i m my Hop e , who 
said: "it was my settled opinion 
that the cci:ci:d:fti:on of the labouring 
class w~s .the Fundamental question 
a t i s s:~B-;~.:.~~..:..lti:B.:i_e c 0 u l d be n 0 

~o~id fo~~da~ion for liberty till 
'-rfl.e.a:s~:~-:F.:S~~:.Si.a:9·P t ~d :: t hat ' w.e n t t o 
the root of the evif-:-·•- --------

~On one . otcasion I gav~ .. consider
able ofFerise by maintainingi · at a 

. clerical (jinner, that the: p:riests 
were not the natural . leaders and 
'Qu1d e s-- EL the P8'DP4i~TIT i car 
matters;and thal theposiLicm which 
the c:le;rg.y had so long· ·oc.c.upied in 
Irish 'pol·itics w·as justiF-ie;d ~ only 
on grounds of n ec e s-s"i ty., .w'h:.h:.h was 
passing and.would soon be altogether 
past." · · · · 
· · .Di. Walter ~tbonafd, 
-- Professor of'Tiieology :·JY\aynooth. 

:* ·. 

, , nthe · ·a- a' llot. Box.. · l 1s •.: s :tmp y a 
Capifaiist conc~~sion. ·· Dtbpping 
pie~~s of . paper into a .· hole in a 
~9~ ~~Ve~ did - ~chieue am~ncipation . 
o f , · t h e . w o r k i'n g · · · t la s 5 , a n d.· in my 

... opinion it never wilL'' .-
• ·"!. ~ .. 

.. Fath·er T. · :J.• Hi:lgerty. 

* * * 

.:"When··, P_~o'p l,e · a\i'k 1-ne) ·wli3t t.:rig land 
has ·givs,q to Ti'i:la'rid '/ "f···an:sw.er 1 The· 
Poor House' .-'r _' · 

Dt:; [}ugG'an, . Bishop of .Clonfert. 

REVfiLUTIO~ARY PROPHETS 

"The people·r~ed proph§t~. And 
£hose servant~ o~ p~bph~E~ of the 

' people at~ not nece~sarily ~lected 
representatives · _of · . the: . · ~ people. : 
Their mission ·starts in ' their own . 

.. h.earts a 'nd co~sciousne'ss. ' In this 
to lend th~ii' · -ui'ei' ht to· the real-· ... ·. ·se0.se ~ th!=!Y: · '' ar·e self - ' _app~inted 
l. z a t 1· 0 

n· 0 f ,_., ' · _g · 1 . t .. A' d PI;" o Ph e ~ ~ . · The v a r e ne s d e d . 1 n the our .. rev o U· ·1·on. n · 1 f · t ._, · 1· ' ~ · t -
th · · but·· ·t · ·· 1 · b·.· ' t norma _unc 10n1ng or a democra 1c 
· ls 1,s :. . . . na ure1 •. _ecause 1 society. Th~y are .needetl esp"ecially 
i?roffe~,s . t~,e only Pr..~otlc':'l solut- __ ~ll . the periods of cri,sis::r birth, 
1on to . . th_~ .. : P:r 'o~lem~ .w~·~ch. be~.st _ or bas{d-· r !i:mew.~l . of a' _ 5-00 : i.~ty. It 
th~~ · -H9w~ver ~ th.s ·reiJo1utlol!aE.Y .·· i's a _f.a_ct thal the -great· H·istor"ical 
fatth of ,the PE;OP~ .e · has:.· ~oo o~~en ch.ange:s . ,.in>: polit.ical ' .• societies 
been ma~e , _tt",le " p~~y-ttjl~.g of me]· ,hav~ . be~n t:froug_ht '7about' .by- a few, 
w~o have Qr,o~ed too r ,~sdy 'ln acc_ep-_ ~_ who 'w;$rS: -- con\ifnced t 'ha t,·they emb-
ttng compromts~? .~: .. /l;s a r~sult, · the- odied t'he reaT will of th;e ,: people." 
people are w21ry ,; · Th ~e,v·~ re scept- Jacques IYlaritain; 
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~HYSlC il.L -FORCE: 

Irs ROLE IN THE IRI·SH REVOLUTION. -- ··--.- ·. 

--
''A thing tha·t- stands d_ef!!_Qnstrable 

. ___ .is- -tha-t -·nation n bbcl r ·s n at achieved 
otherwise than in arms: in one or 
twa icistanb~s there may have been 
no actual bloodshed, but the arms 
were th~re . and the ability to use 
them. lreland unarmed will attain 
jus t ·as much freedom as it is con
venient foi England to give her; 
Ir~la~d armed will ~ttai~ ultima

. tely just as much freedom. as she 
wants.i' 

THIS is Pearse, writing in 1913 
on "The __ Coming Revolution." Rep
ublicans continue to be burdened 
with the task of realizing that 

' revolution, and they had better 
~ra~p, ~r~sp thoroucihly and compl
etBly,the truth of Pearse's words: 
"nat ionhodd is not a.chieved other-

·wi-se than in arms." . ---

· TO 0 A' Y , t h e r e a r e p eo p 1 e m a s q u e r -
ad.ing as Irish Republicans who say 
1t is no longer pra6tical to act 
on this premise. The use of force, 

. they will te~l you with the plaus
ibility of a smooth talking polit
ic1an, has been outmoded by chang
ing circumstances: it is now pass~ 
ible to arrive at that order of 
things for which past generations 
sacrificed their _all without too 
great an inconvenience to those 
involved.. It's a grand thought; 
one which has~ no doubt, an enor
m~u~ _ ~ppeal to_ that brand of ar~
chair ·' rebel we have seen 50 much 
~f la~el~. But it is also one of 
the oldes _t.cliches in Irish history. 
We've· hea~d it before. And unless 

·this cien~iation of Irishmen ge~ 
off their rsar-ends,learn both the 
theory and practice of revolution, 
and then put into motion an effort 
possessing fair prospects of succ
ess, · a future generation will 
undoubtingly have to listen to the 
same rigmarble again. 

THE status· .9.!::!..9. in Ireland · stands 
armed and ready tb maintain its 
continuity by Force. Its security 
iests ultimately on the vigilanc8 
of its POLITICAL POLICE and the 
loyalty of its ARMED FORCES. In 
times of calm it ~ladly pays lip~ 
service to the rule of law; but 
when the chips are down, when its . 
security is threatened, the only 
law it will heed is that of force. 
Surely there has been sufficient 
evidence within the past three or 
Four decades alone to adequatel y 
prove this even to the dumbest of 
men. And iF there still be some, 
as in 1956, who say the Free State 
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(For instance) will not, indeed 
cannot, move against Republicanism 
For so long as tKe~law is being 
observed, then, all th'a·t can be 
said is: . who needs enemies with 
~llies such as t~ose? 

MAKE no mistake on this issue 
Irish Republicans: if you desire 
to reap the Fruits of fr~edom you 
had_ better be prepared to fight, 
and Fight damn hard,to first secure 
them. And what is more, you must 
also be prepared to defend them 
once secured, for so long as the 
prevailing colonial ~ystem is ram
pant; for so · long as an exploiting 
class· possesses the power to embark 
at will on its customary piratical 
crusades. To ignore this bssic 
truth and pretend that an usurping 
power can be deposed, or its Fund
amental prends altered,via its own 
political machinery, is to commit 
oneself to the enervating and des
tructive powers of that political 
caiousel so dear to ' the hearts of 
the bourgeoisie. 

PHYSICAL Force and rsvolutionary 
politics are indivisib le. This i~ 
a situation emenating from the 
attitudes Gf ·the ruling classes 
rather than desired .or determined 
by revolutionaries. B~causei when 
a movement of men embark on the 
task of altering what i~ the excl
usive and profitable domain of a 
select clique, a struggle is ine
vitable. The possessors will fight, 
and fight hard and dirty :to hold 
what they have; revolutionaries 
must fight harder and better to 
destroy them. And in such- .a stru·g
gle there can be no roG~ -for comp
romise. 

HOW E V ER , i t i s o f the ut m os t 
importance t hat force , t h o.u g h: i m
posed upon .revolutionaries, is 
still retained in a proper perspe
ctive by them. 

FORCE, when correctly employed 
by revdlutionaries, always repres
ents a means by which certain 
objects are achieved. It is that 
motive power that transports social, 
political and economic principles 
from the realm of theory to the 
plane oF a p p.l i cab i lit y . Force is 
the mailed fist of revolutionary 
principles;but it is not,and never 
can be, a revolutionary principle 
in itself. It is imperative that 
contempQry Irish revolutionaries 
f~lly grasp the essence of this 
unalterable relationship between 
Force and principles,so that prev
ious mistakes, arising From a mis
interpretation of the true function 
of phy~ical force in a revofutionary 
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~ituac1on, will not b~ rep~aied a£ 
a Fu,tura date .. 

P NE oF t he great weaknesses oF . 
Ir' ish-,·Repub'lica[l ,ism Frum the late 
19th centuf y~ ~n~~~ds was · its Fix-
ati6n with physical Force : Repub
licans styled .. ~hems.elves "Physical 
F o r ce.. ·1'11e ri . " · T-h.e y . e l e v a t e d F or c e 
to Jhe stat_us of . ·a ; revolutionary 
prinr;;,iple.; :.ndeed the onl y pc-ihci
ple: · to whi c h they subscribed - and 
the .only gauge _by which they rf1ea5--: ' 
ured the worth ·of a man. If a man · 
gave allegianca to the proposition 
of freeing Ireland by Force, then, 
he was a ll ·r i q_Q.t_, regardless of what 
else he believed in. Should it 
happen ··that· a phys·ical forc-e man 
also beli~~ed in r~publican princ
iples . there- : w.as rio great dan_g_e.r. 
Bu t a.s ·JafT-es , Cocwoll y. pointed out, 
"it may !:;le they 13~e · belisvei:s in 
monarchy; - it may.be _tf}at Home R.ule 
would satisfy t .hem;. it may be that 
they d-espise Home. Rule." Then, of 
course,, su·c·h· a m'ovement . would- fif.ld 
itself"i in · one hell of a mess, esp
ecially when it came near to vict-
or y . Indeed, Connolly prophesied · 
as early as ~899 · that : s.uch a mo ve 
ment would, "i.n . t .he v·B·ry hour o f 
apparent ~uc~ess. ~e utterly diso
rganized ahd· ·div"id.ed by·the 'pass<;:Jge 
... of any trumpery Home _ Rule 811~ ·:" 
And did not this happen in 1922? 

THE d-angers of such a situation 
are sufficiently apparent; and it 
should be obv.ious· to . revolutionar
ies that · whl.le ·· it : is correct to 
believe in ~orce as the means oF 
Forwarding ~h~ re06~utien;it is of 
p a r a m o u n t . i m p o r t a· n c e . t o: t e t a in -- p e r -
·s p 8 C t i V 8 b e t We EJ.n - tri e m•.8 a n S a n d t h 8 
objectiv~. T~~ solidarity of a 
r ev o lutionary movement must always 
rsst on the unan i mous acceptance 
of a specific ,set-: of _social, pol
itical and economic principles 
which,it is hoped,will be realized 
through the ~edium of force~ In 
ij c 2 c t i c e t h is me an s t ha t a · r e v o l u
tionary organization should recruit 
personal on the . basis of . a belief 
in its socic-political programme, 
and a pre~ar~dneSs to _fight so ~s 
to implement fh~t programme. 

HERE then is th~ cri~e~ion of a 
good rev o l ut ion a~ y ~ ' a in an who is . 
competent both · politiaally · ano 
m i l i t a r i l y . I n · l . i k e m a n n e r , a 
.novement FoUnded on. a sound :appre
ciation of the . laws governing t h e 
organization and operation oF rev
olutionary efforts will see to i~ 
that polit.ical education goes hand 
in hand with military t~aining. A 
revolutionary movement is organized 
and trained ·· t:o Fight; i"t is al?o 
made read y t o assume the po l itical 
leadership of the nation once the 
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F i g hti n g~ .. L-s o v er . ___ ,_..To :i:EJ~afe·· tlil.~ 
si..ITI:Ple.::; ::...::.\""8"!: ·ve ry :.mpo rt an t , form
u la is li ke ad va n c in g i n _ ba tt l ~ 
J ithou ~ d u e n~tice t o the se ~ urit y _ 
Jf ycu ~. rear • .. · 

_ !iUERl l LA t_IIA!f(f:A.fti 

· - TH~ main st:en~th ~ a~ . ~ ~~~~illa 
war Fare . is . Found :tn { tg .v.ery -:l-ac k 
of ni i-1 it a r y For macl i't'/ .. · P e ,a~s.a.n t"s- o.r- . 
w 0 ::- k'e r s b y d a y ' g u € r i 11 a . f i g h· t e r s-
by night: this Formula teils •f)Ot-: 

the whole stor y , but a good part 
of it. Guerilla warfare is con-
ducted b y civilians who usuall_y- ha .v·e 
little Formal military· e xperienc:e ' 
and l i t t : e p a t is n c e w i t h t h e · s c i er1 c·e. 
oF t~ctics by which· ~o~srn mass 
armies operate. The abiding imp~ -

. etus which ~purs the gQeritl~ i5 ' 
t h e i n t en s e . d e s i r e · c. t iJ e ><'P e l . t ·h. e, . 
invader , or the colonizer .. The mos t~ 
powerFul : asse t s at_.ll i s :.:.C dfllmanti::-ar_e __ 
n at i v e:: .. Bhreuicf'n-es_s_; f am1Ti.a-r i-t)' uri"lfi 
local environmental Factor9, keen _. 
understandtng of his : own paopte, 
aFld tlie political .know-how uih,ich- _ 
enables· him to .exploit 'latent .con- -· · 
flicts· inherent in th~ interna l ~o~ 
nal situation . . To · .th3 - highly dl"s:.. . 
ciplined mind of .the ~illtary PrQ-
f 8 SS i 0 ii a l l . t h 8 . g U e [ i :n a I g' -~ e,t,h 0 d S 

oF fighting often appe a r fllo:gJcaL · 
One or·· · t he most dist:.nct ive Yea-t-
u r e s o f g u e J _i lla s t r a t e g·y · i s · it s · 
lack of a logical procedure which 
can be antiGipated and thwar.ted ~ y 
the enem y. 

A - ~uerilla Force· ea~ n~i!h~r 
survive ndr Function wtthout cbmm
unit y support. At f i~st . gla[lc~, 
the problem bf how, . wh~n and .where 
a cl a nd est i n e gu e r illa Force,opei 
ating within an enem y-held ·.z one, 
can obtain the necessar-y · Food ,..arm.s 
and · Fund·s may appear insurino.untable. 
Basi~ally, the guerilla may . ha~ a 
access to thr~e source~ of suppl y ~ 
the locar-native communi t y, f riend...: 
l y parties outside, and the enem y 
himself. · 

THE guerilla, once he pos<;e.:ss:ss .. . 
t h e a :: m s F o r t h e i n i t i a l o f f' en s i v a, 
can augment his arsenal - with a~ms 
garnered in ambushes of enemy sol
diers, _ and · in comma·ndo-type 'raids 
against isolated enemy supply· depo_t.s. 
By the tima ·the Gcc.upying pow'er_ 
CC)n assess _t .h e threat,the guerilla 
may posses ·. enqugh striking po0er 
to attract a t te n tion _t;o his cause 
From ab ::- oad. · _ Cinc.e 'he gains mi) 
itary "respecea.bility," the gu_er:
iila ' is in a more favorable .posit- . 
ion to arrange For t~e im p ort~tion 
of arms from foreign 3Durces. · · 

* * * 



IT is with no unCedain amazement 
that Iris~ revoluti6naries Foll~w 
tr.r= course of the r-h•-e·sent strugole 
in South Viet Nam. Because h~r~ 

-i s- a uJa r which ..Q.l"E-S-&>1-t-s---t he ex hi 1.:..· 
aratir>g spec·t.-;;-~le of a r9volution -
a r y g u er i ll a-·: ·- a r in y -h [) l .d·i n g one oF ·· -
the world's :great '- __ imperialist 
powers at bay: Our sympathies must, 
oF course, test on the __ side of the 
peoples' Fi-ght For . Fr'eEidom; and it 
would be a --s-ad day - indeed for our 
c o u n t r y if the- I r ish p eo p l e a s a_ 
w~ple did not fee l a l i ke sympathy. 

NO amo.LJo.i.-of.- -propagiHi'da ·-c:a·n 
obliterate the Fact t8at the war 
in Viet Nam - re~resents a peoples ' 
struggle fdr self-determina~ion. 
The American government's rantings 
about North Vietnamese and Chinese 
communist "aggression" is pure hog 
wash. In Fact, all available e~i-
dence points ·~ h~ other way. _ 

TO DATE no Chinese or North V iet
namgse troop~ : hav~ been captured
And as For u·ar material : The U.S . 
State Department ' s own white paper 

- on Viet Nam -clearly shows that oF 
the material- captured during the 
period 1962-63, only 2~% could be 
·class~fied as communist-made. And 
it is more than probable that of 
this amount many of the weapons 
are left - ovets From the previous 
fight against the French. 

SENATOR MORSE of Oregon has 
opposed U.S. involvement in Viet 
Nam from the beginning. On the 
subj-ect of alleged "aggression" 
From the north he has stated cat
egorically in the U.S. Senate that 
he has repeatedl y cross-examined 
witnesses From the Pentagon and 
State Department and- ha~ ~l~~ys 
received the answer that there are 
no military personnel in South Viet 
Nam fromNorth VietNam, China,Laos, 
Cambodia or anywhere else. When he 
asked the question: "Are the Viet 
Cong South Vietnamese entirely?" 
he was answered "Yes." The same is 
true of their weapons. Morse con 
cludes that the so-called "supply
lines" which Americans are bombing 
are little more than a myth. 

LIMITED space denies a detailed 
examination of the many false ... 
c h a r g e s p e rt a i ning t d -· " i: ci ii'nn u n i s t 
aggression" which are constani:ly 
b e in g i s s u e d b y . th e A m 8 r i c an p r o p __: 
<;~ganda machine,ar,ld which ·are b·e·in,g
faithfully parro.ted by our own 'sa 
c a ll e d n a t ion a L pr e ss . An d i t · i s 
amazing how many of the Irish people 
accept these lies as fact, simplj 
because they are prominently tagg~.d-
with the label of "Communism." - · 

THERE is no doubt, of course, 
but that many of the Vietnamese 
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revolutionaries adhere ts-the com
munist pt1ilosophy. But · c-~n tnis b<:: 
ccnsidered a just ~ause to wage a 
w a r 0 f e X t e r m in a Uo n 0 n a ·p 8 0 pTe 
and de '1 y L :1 em Free cj o m'? T r. e A rn r:: r -
ican gove~nment thin~s so; and it 
endeavours·tocover its colonialism 
_in ': h e c l oak o f a C h c' i s ;; i;:; r, c r u s ad e 
so __ ~~ to setDre t~e moral support 
·or them::Jss of unthinking Christians 
E~~ its barb~ric wats . But, as a 
~rominent Ro~~n Catholic primate 
s a i d r e c e n t l y : '11: G mu s t a l w a y s 
reme~be~ that if there are comm
unists,it :s Cod's will.' We cannot 
justify any crusade to_ annihilati:! 
them. This is not if} accord with 
the teaching of Jesus Chri~t;which 
says : _ :do gOod to them who hatE: 

·you, bless them tuho curse you, and 
pray For them who persecute and 
calumniate you. AJ:parerltl y_ , -the 
President of the United StatBs ha& 
received a counte::manding dire-ctive 
from the Alm~ghty which . negates 
this basic tenet of Christianity. 

IRISH RlVOLUTIDNARI~S hove -often : 
been called commu~ists themselves 
by the .lackeys of Brit ish ~olon~ 
i a l i s m . D u r i n g a n d a F t e r Ui-e ''- T-an 
L\Jar" it Luas very popular i'n such 

-Cl_r:cles- to s ay that the Irish _Re·J-
olution was not an independence 
movemsnt but part cf the communist 
plan to take over the world. Phillips, 
who was a proFessor ~F modern ~~s
tory in the U~iversity of Dublin 
during the 20's wrote: "the rev
olution in !relan~ :s not i~ 1ls 
nature local or isolated. It is 
but part of the revol~tion wnich 
has been in progress to ~ q reater 
o r ~ e , s d e g :-: e e e y e r y w h e r e . : . . T h i s 
is one reason why this book bears _ 
the title, not bf 'The Irish Rev 
olution', but of 'The _Revolution 
in Ireland'." - We have heard the 
same sp~~! during and prior to the 
late ~ampaign in the North. And 
what a laugh that was , when we our
·s e l v e s ~-new , as _d id the colon i a 1 
regimes, that the tomm~nist Party 
ln Ireland and8ritain were active
ly oPPose d. t o the rep u b l i can e F for t. 

WE certainly cannot turn our 
Faces against the valiant struggle 
of th e Vietnamese people simply 
becau~e imperialism labels _· it 
com~~~ist. An& ariy Irishman who 
does ,is unworthy . of 'our own herit 
age,and a poor ~rodu~t of a natio~ 
which has fought colc.nialism for - , 
s o -l o·n g : t h e r e a r e s :J me w h o s t y l e · 
the VIetnamese the -"Irish of South 
Ea3t Asia." As Irish re~olution -
aries we ~tcept this as a complim~ 
ent,and ·nape th e Vietnamese __ revo l 
u~ionaries feel likewi~~- aoth 
peoples ' have Fought lbn~ and har~ 
for their Freedom,and For our part 
we hope the Viethamese will _soon 
realize 1h~ir hopes; as ~e sh~ll 
continue to laoour towards the re-
alizatio~ of our own . 

* * * * 



A.LGEHIA: 

BEN ~11~ OUSTED. 

ON the 19th of June last 
· Piesid-ent B~ri 8ella Lu ·as rem0 11ed 

From oftl~e ~nd in his place a 
Revo lubon ary ·· Council, with Col. 
Boum~dienne ~i Ch~ir~an; was ins
talled to direct · the ·· Algerian 
nation . 

IT is nbw obvious that this 
dra~~iri step was necessitated by 
Ben -Sella's cultivation of a 
"Personality Cult." As Col. 8ou
medienne has said just recently: 
" He (Be n8ella ) tried to transform 
himself· into a prophet ~ho said, 
' we ·have come to you with a mess-

· age' ." He added: "As Arabs and 
a iYios.lem people;we believe in oniy 
one Cod." The new leader then 

·continued: ''We found ourselves at 
the mercy of the power, oF the 
good~ill of a single person and I 
~ight even say without any animo
sitj, of a tyrant,who at his per-
snnal whim condemned and then re
h~bilitated people within the 
·s.pace ·of a week." · 

WE in Ireland have enough 
experience with the evils of a 
P~rsonality Cult to Fe~l sympathy 

·· for t he A l g e r i a n rev o l u t ion a r i e s . 
Some can ramember when jacka~ses 
accepted the Treaty with the motto 
"llJhat' s · good · _enough For C9llins 
is good enough For me." We have 
a lso seen that blind obedience 
accorded to deVal~ra. · Yes ! we 
have seen enowghof those dastards 
~ho ~onsider themsel~ es the right 

· hand SJF Cod to appreciate the wis
dom of this latest action in 
Algeria~ . . 

ANOTHER motive for:the r emoval 
of Ben Bella lay · in h is political 

"commitments. , He had drawn · very 
close to the Foreign policies of 
IYiosco~, and in this regard had 
allowed Algeria to become a pawn 
in international politics. In add
ition; ha hap surrounded . himselF 
w i t h a · w e i r d c o ll e c t i o n o f IYl o s c o u1 -

.line communists( social democrats) 
and Trotskyists, .who endeavo~red 
to use Algeria as an experimental 
g I' o u n d F o r t h e i r e c on o m i c- p 6 l f t i c a l 
"t h e o r i e s ". A ll o f t h i s n a t u r a ll y 

·contributed to his downfall. 

IT is too early yet to . kno~ what 
~irection the . ~lgerian revolutio8 
will now .t ake. Ho~ever, statements 
made ·by Col. 8oume.dienne., and the 
c a lm and dig n i F i e d. rna r:m er in w h i c h 
he has co~ducte~ himselF,cultlva-
tes the belief that the change will 
work For the 't e.!it .. 
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AS revolutionaries we can onlv 
extend our ·support tci Algeria, Th~ 
Algerian people are,after all, the 
b e s t j u d g e s ; .a n d i t .. i s t h e i r r i g h t 
alona to choose the road best sui
ted ' to the advancement of t.he~ ir 
revolution. . . 

ANCOLIAN liberation Forces, still 
in the~rly stages of .mobilization 
and training, are already scoring 
respectable victories Dver the 
Portuguese colonialists. In Port 
ugal itself the Fascist dictator
ship of Salazar is Facing a growing 
opposition. · 

SPAIN. Opposition to Francn is 
steadTIY growinq as the left, in 
con j u n c t ion with I i be r a l Cat h ol i c s , 
continue to develop their organ 
izations. 

As usual, workers lead the attatk 
with mass strikes, etc. Students 
are engaging in militant demonstr
ations to an ever-growing degree. 

-And the people general!~ are a~ain 
mobilizing to combat thair explo-
itation by the Fascist blood-suck
ers. Franco's efforts at peace
making with church and other social 
and political groups isbeing hai1-
ed by "the appeasers" •. as a turn 
towards democracy, but thi~ act~a
lly signifies no ·more · than. an 
attempt to . broaden the mass base 
of the ruling junta. As this move 
will meaM more supporters to share 
the spoils, it portends a deterio
r~tion~ not an improvement, in 

·condit ions For the mass of ' workirig 
p~ople who will ·be for~ed to pay 
the shot . 

SOUTH AIYIE.RICA. Guerilla, as 
well as-other-form s of revolution
ary polifi8al actions are the order 
of the da~ in : a growing n~mber oF 
Latin Am~rican countries: The 

' entire area gives the impression of 
being a gigantic tinder box ready 
t o b l o w u p · a t a n y m.o m e n t • I t ' s on l y 

· a matter of time before the Ame rican 
imperialists will have their ba~ks 
to the wall in this area as ~ell 
as in Asia. 

".THE present crisis in Ireland 
is shattering many reputations and 
Falsifying m~ny predictions,. bu~ 
to the careful observer it is bec
oming daily aPPar~nt ~hat it will 
leave intacit it least one rep~tat~ 
ion, that oFthose. who pinned thei'r 
f a i t h. i n . t h e w o r k in g c l a s s a s . t h e 
anchor and Foundation of a~y real 
flqtidnalism that tnls country c·an 
·show." 

' James Connolly. 


