
































































determining the quantities of electricity, gas and petrol that are av­
ailable and up until now have been allowing adequate amounts to main­
tain essential services. In the cities the workers have organised 
the supply and distribution of all kinds of basic essentials and in the 
courseofthe strikeallkindsofcommittees run by the workers them­
selves have been set up to run local services. The strike is reveal­
ing that the workers themselves are more than capable of running 
their own affairs and in no way need the present ruling bourgeoisie 
and still less the reactionary forces of British imperialism. The 
fact that no services and no industry can be run without the support 
of the workers brings home the fact that it is upon the backs of the 
workers that modern capitalist societies have been built and that the 
only role of the ruling bourgeoisie is to hinder the efficient organis­
ation of the society and cream off surplus value for their own pockets. 

The anti-Sunningdale strike is basically democratic and anti-imper­
ialist. It reflects the just opposition of the working and oppressed 
people of the north of Ireland to the exploitative system under which 
they are forced to live and in particular to the interference in the 
area's internal affairs by British imperialism. It is objectively con­
tributing to the growth of the overall proletarian socialist revolution. 
The struggle has been widely supported by various democratic and 
progressive individuals. In the course of such a struggle, and par­
ticularly in the conditions that at present exist in the country, it has 
been inevitable that all kinds of opportunist and backward elements 
should latch onto and express support for this present strike. How­
ever it is the responsibility of the genuinely pro-working class and 
other progressive organisations and individuals to work both inside 
and outside of the present movement to ensure that the reactionary 
forces are not allowed to monopolise the leadership. Both the reac­
tionary forces and the progressive forces are at present contending 
for influence within the mass movement and either the reactionaries 
win out or the progressives win out. The response of various rep­
resentatives of the nationalist and left forces tended to assist the in­
fluence of the reactionary forces and has failed to make full use of the 
excellent rebellious struggle that has emerged and this we feel it is 
necessary to oppose. 

In the north of Ireland there are a number of basic movements 
amongst the people occurring. Some of these movements are object­
ively reactionary and some are objectively progressive. This phen­
omenon is in operation amongst both the 'catholic' and 'protestant' 
sections of the people. Some of the people who are claiming leader­
ship of the present strike movement in the north have made reaction-
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ary, anti-socialist statements (and in ·response to this some people 
have tried to imply that this is the entire content of the present up­
surge). On the other hand many of the leaders have made democratic 
and pro-working class statements. Some of the fellow travellers of 
the present upsurge who are known to have anti-working class aims 
have been obliged to make progressive statements in order to hold a 
position of credibility amongst the masses. On top of this, amongst 
the broad masses of the 'protestant' people there is a fierce content­
ion of ideas, and the vast majority of the people are standing upfor 
and expressing support for democratic and anti-imperialist trends. 

Just previous to the calling of the present strike an extremely sig­
nificant, anti-capitalist strike movement had begun to emerge in the 
north. This strike movement had already begun to involve engineer­
ing workers, busmen in Belfast, railway workers and nurses. This 
movement was against capitalist exploitation and for higher wages and 
improved working conditions. This movementis emerging as the end 
result . of years of discussion and preparation on the part of the work­
ers who have gradually been getting more angry and more organised 
for struggles on the economic front. Amongst the particular sections 
of workers who were already on strike the largest proportion of them 
were 'protestant' workers, and there is no reason to suggest that 
this underlying and inherent characteristic of the working class of 
whatever origin is ever going to change. The existence of this move­
ment amongst all sections of the people in the north and especially at 
this moment amongst the 'protestant' workers is of tremendous sig­
nificance in the overall movement to unite all sections of the working 
and oppressed people of Ireland against foreign monopoly capitalism 
and against all forms of exploitation. The fact that it is so persist­
ent in the entire working class and the fact that a particularly mili­
tant series of strike struggles is beginning to emerge at this point is 
of great importance in accelerating the present anti-Sunningdale move­

ment. 

The movement of the working class on the economic front is the 
most basic, most powerful and significant movement contributing to 
the preparations for the task of uniting the entir.e people to establish 
genuine independence and eventually socialism in the country. But 
apart from this movement there are many other progressive mass 
movements in motion amongst the people in the north. Many of these 
command tremendous respect. There is the movement of women 
against feudal and capitalist exploitation. There is the movement 
amongst the farmers against the growing economic pressure being 
developed by the monopoly capitalists to force them off the land. There 
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is the movement inside the universities against the decadent bourge­
ois educational institutions. There is the movement to improve the 
housing conditions of the people, especially in the cities. There is 
the movement against unemployment and the consequent forced emig­
ration. And there are many others - some of a more mino:r, some 
of a more major nature. All these movements, JUST AS THE MOVE­
MENT WHICH IS OPENLY DIRECTED AGAINST THE BRITISH IM­
PERIALIST ARMY, are all objectively anti-imperialist and are all 
objectively part of the proletarian socialist revolution. None of these 
movements can advance except by preparing for the overthrow .of for­
eignmonopoly capitaiist control of the country and in the final analy­
sis except by establishing the socialist system, with the working class 
as the ruling class. Opposing the development of all these movements 
is the need of the bourgeoisie to suppress democracy and deprive the 
working masses of any initiative in the say of the affairs of the coun­
try. The point is that most of these movements in the north are NOT 
CONSCIOUSLY LINKED TO THE STRUGGLE AGAINST IMPERIAL­
ISM. This is an inconsistency in the thinking of the people on. account 
of the ·failure to properly grasp the overall nature of the situation in 
the country. On the one hand powerful objectively anti-imperialist 
movements are merging and on the other, many of the participants 
are not conscious of the goal. It is the responsibility of the advanc­
ed elements to transform this situation and introduce advanced and 
scientific ideas which correspond with and provide actual guidelines 
for dealing with the actual state of affairs in the country. 

Exploitation constantly generates resistance. It is the objective 
class position of the working and oppressed protestant' people which 
forces them to resist. Even if for a brief time in the overall history 
of the society the large mass of the people do not fully grasp the dir­
ection of the struggle that will never stop the constant forceful gen­
eration of resistance on every conceivable front against the various 
forms that the oppression is manifesting. The vanguard organisat­
ions of the people must SUCCESSFULLY SOLVE THE PROBLEM OF 
LINKING THE DAY TO DAY STRUGGLES OF THE MASSES TO THE 
TO THE CONCRETE POLITICAL TASKS NECESSARY AT EACH 
ERA. It is not correct to superficially look at the mass of ·the work­
ing people in the north of Ireland, take the expressions of the most 
backward sections and then condemn the entire people because they 
at that moment are expressing some degree of support for the ideas 
of that section. The vanguard elements must also solve the problem 
in the real world of going amongst all sections of the people, support­
ing their actual struggles against oppression and consciously linking 
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them into one al.rriighty torrent with the entire people united to com­
plete the practical tasks. If at one stage that means that it is neces­
sary to work indirectly then it is up to the vanguard to know this and 
act on it. If it is necessary at a particular ·point to give the call for 
immediate insurrection then the vanguard should also know this and 
act on it. 

In the no.rth of Ireland there are also reactionary mass movements 
in operation: and in the present situation these at times and in cert­
ain circles command a lot of.. respect. The main aspect of the pre s­
ent anti-S\lnningdale movement is definitely progressive and this in 
itself is a guage of the overall healthy state of affairs in the country. 
The particular way in which this strike developed gives some insight 
into the struggle that is going on between the different trends in the 
attempts to assume leadership of the maser movement. In the first 
place none of the main bourgeofs leaders supported the strike right 
frorri the beginning. Mr Paisley~ Mr Crais and Mr West who all sup­
port capitalist forms of exploitation and all openly support sectarian 
activities, expressed reservations about the strike when it was first 
announced. All three of these are now expressing full support for the 
strike, although they';:u•e clea·rly no~ J. t this moment the main leaders 
of it, whilst the members of the Ulster Workers' Council are. In the 
recent interviews that Paisley, Craig and West have given on tele ­
vision they openly show r~servatioris about the strike. This is be­
cause although the workers can be used to support their own personal 
arid class interests the possibili~y exists fo·r that situation to turn into 
its opposite. Paisley, Craig and West support capitali!jt exploitation 
andinorderforthattocontinue it is necessary to have subdued work­
ers. The participation' of the workers in running their own affairs 
during the present strike, and the daring way in which reacpoJl~ry 
capitalist authority has been opposed, are all raising the conscious­
ness of the masses and are going to c r eate difficulties for anyo11e who 
tries to lead a society which maintains capitalist exploitation. The 
h.is·tory of a number ·of other r~volutionary. movements shows that at 
times the capitalist class has had to arouse and arm the broad mas­
ses of the workers-, and has had to promise concessions in order to 
win .their support. However after the particular stage has been corn­
pleted, thequestionofwhich class should lead then .becomes the main 
question. In Portugal the b"ou:rgeoisie were only able to overthrow 
the fascist Caetano regime with the asqistance and support of the 
working class. Now the newSpinola led regime is facing the problem 
of how to disarm and deal with the aroused and organised working 
class in order thatcapitalist exploitation on a new basis can continue. 
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The struggle against the fascist Caetano regime has already assisted 
the growth of organisation of the working class and the struggle has 
already produced improvements on the economic front for the work­
ers. But the new ruling Portuguese clique are only interested in 
freedom and democracy to a degree and only in so far as it serves 
their interests. They are not interested in genuine equality and they 
are fighting to consolidate their power against the intP.l."ests of the 
workers. As long as the capitalist class and any of its vestiges ex­
ist then true equality can never exist and in fact it is only in practice 
by the working class assuming state power in these countries, estab­
lishing itself as the ruling class, and suppressing the bourgeoisie 
that advances can be consolidated and the conditions eventually es­
tablished for real freedom and equality. 

In the south o~ Ireland following the revolutionary struggle against 
British imperialism which led to the establishment of partial indep­
endence in 1922, a similar struggle emerged over the question of 
which class should rule, the bourgeoisie or the working class. Un­
fortunatelyfor the entire working and oppressed people at that stage, 
although the powerful and partially successful struggle was only able 
to develop because of the participation of the working class steeled 
in the previous period of strike struggles, the working class did not 
assume leadership. A number of the leaders of the working class 
were shot in the 1916 rebellion and for a time no group emerged cap­
able of commanding adequate support and prepared to stand up to the 
bourgeoisie. Right from the beginning of the state the bourgeoisie 
that took power was sell-out and has pursued policies both of main­
taining the country backward and economically dependent on British 
imperialism and also of suppressing the just resistance of all oppres­
sed sections of the people against exploitation. This same govern­
ment has been partially responsible for trying to force a sham, semi­
feudal, catholic and anti-working class nationalism onto the people, 
thereby contributing to creating serious and unprincipled divisions 
amongst the Irish people and assisting• the prolongation of the pres­
ent era of oppression and serio·u.s hardship. 

Paisley, Craig and West support the demand for new elections be­
cause in the present situation they are most-likely to be successful 
and will take leadership of the 'Northern Ireland Assembly'. These 
same leaders who opposed the 'Northern Ireland Assembly' when it 
was first set up Iast year are now, when they are confident that they 
will end up on top, prepared to work within it. What is going to hap­
pen to the ordinary working and oppressed people who are contribut­
ing to bringing down the 'Executive', when these new leaders take 
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over? Thenewleadershave not expre.ssed.any opposition to the cap­
italist system and they are bound to maintain capitalist forms of ex­
ploitation. The new leaders are totally opposed to uniting with the 
south and so they are not going to attempt to unite the country on a 
genuinely independent basis in order that indigenous and basically 
self -sufficient capitalist relations of production can be fostered. They 
have not ex_pressed any serious interest in a genuinely independent 
Ulster in which capitalist relations of production can be fostered. 
They have not expressed any serious interest in a genuinely independ­
ent Ulster in which capitalist means of production would develop with­
outinterference from foreign monopoly capitalist control. So how on 
the economic front is life going to be any different for the working 
people? Paisley, Craig and West are bound, with their present pol­
icies, to maintain the country economically dependent on foreign mo­
nopoly capital. They may more vigorously pursue the foreign mono­
poly capital of other imperialist countries such as the United States, 
Japan, Germany or the Soviet Union. But in all these situations the 
~me basic economic life, which gave rise to the force precipitating 
the present and the past upsurge since 1968, is still going to be the 
same. The imperialists will only invest in the colonial and neo-colo­
nial countries if they make a big enough profit. If they aren't making 
a big enough profit in Ireland then they won't come in the first place 
or they will transfer their industries to other colonial and neo-colo:.."l­
ial ·countries or back to their own heartlands, to a place where the 
resistance is lower and where they thing that they will make maxi­
mum profits. The reason why wages are so low in Ireland and con­
ditions of work so bad compared with the imperialist heartlands is 
preciselybecause of this foreign d·ependence. Ireland cannot survive 
independently because the greedy lackey capitalists who have held 
state power in the north and in the south since 1922 have taken the 
'easy' way and failed to develop a basically independent and self-suf­
ficient economy. Both parts of the country are not even independent 
agriculturally and do not produce the means of -producing the means 
of production. Thus food, basic machinery and raw materials and 
consequent upon th.is all kinds of commodities ~ave to be imported 
from the imperialist heartlands or via the imperialist monopolies. 
Ireland is forced -to turn its labour force to produce for export to pay 
for these imported goods and in various ways to satisfy the foreign 
monopolieswhohave the country's economy in their control. As well 
as all this the comprador bourgeoisie north and south have made the 
country massively in debt to finance capital and we are also contin­
uously under threat on account of this fact. Only the development of 
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basi!=all:y-_independenteconomies ~n the north and south which receive 
assistance fro:.n o!her countries. only. on the basis that the assistance 
in no way ties Ireland, will allow for the development of real pros­
perity and real progress in the country. Once the basis for all an­
tagoni,sms has been removed, i.e.once the foreign monopoly capital­
ists have been thrown out, a.nd in the final a·nalysis once the working 
class is established as the ruling class, then it is inevitable that the 
Irish :nation will be reunited. 

Paisley, Craig and West with their present Class interest can in no 
way s-olve the basic problems of the working people of the north of 
Irelartd. This fact is bound to give rise to ~esistance to their rule 
arid this resistance will ine,vitably be · liriked to the destruction o! all 
foreign monopoly capital and this course the removal from power of 
Paisley, Craig and West. Already the contradictions between. the in­
terests of the working class and the foreign dependent .bourgeoisie 
are in the open and in the course of the next period these are bo· .. md 
to develop and intensify. It is the role of the leaders of the oppres­
sed people to arouse the working people to isolate the wrong trends 
in the present mass movement and to speedily bring about the over­
throw of the authority oi this reactiona~y c.liq~e. . 

The only way that Paisley, Cre.ig and West can hope to temporarily 
continue t)l.eir rule is by the development of sectarianism amongst the 
'protestant' sections of their supporters and this they are already 
attempting to !fo. In television broadcasts, Paisley, who always 
claims to be p~>n-sectar~an, has been pushing the line that 'it is the 
SDLP who run the 'Northern Ireland Executive' and not the iFaulk­
ne:rite Vnionists'. He says it is on account of the SDLP that the pte·­
sent situation has arisen. By these and other statements Pai:sleyis 
trying to blame the entire 'catholic·' population and all the politicians 
that claim to represent it as the cause of all hardship in the north. 
These politicians are trying to popula·rise the theot'y that what is need­
ed in the north of Irelan{} is a government to p-.rotect- the 'protestant' 
people from the .south and from the 'catholid minority in the north, 
bothofwhomare interested only in wrecking the country and subject­
ing.. it to 'r.0manism'. This fascist thea~. is the crude expression of 
the 'two-nation theory' expressed 'Py the British and Irish :Commun·­
istO .r-g~nisation and by various other politicians. On the ba.sis of this 
the~ry the comprador bourgeoisie· in the north are hoping to ·be able 
to unite one section -o( the people, to subdue the other, and .. allow 
highly pro!itable and explOitative capitalist production to develop 
~:tou:ghout the north at the· expense of the working people of all orig­
Ins. This theory and its influence can only be opposed by arousing 
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the broad masses of 'the people against all objective forms of ex­
ploitationand by hitting scientifically all manifestations of sectarian-

ism. 

In the north of the country because of the way that the struggle has 
developed, because of the way that the English and British ruling 
classes attempted tQ divide the Irish people on a religious basis over 
the centuries, then at the beginning of the present upsurge in 1968 
certain sections of the people were more easily able to grasp the con­
cept that the basic problem in the countryis British imperialism, 
while other sections were less easily able to grasp this. It is the 
responsibility o~ the advanced forces to solve the problem of uniting 
all sections of the people around the common task. If this means 
taking time to win over the more backward sections then this work is 
absolutely essential. The development of the struggle in the north 
over ·the last few years has more firmly than ever united the 'prot­
estant' people against British imperialism. Yet at this stage the 
different communities are not fully united and many of the leaders 
of the 'protestant' workers are either antagonistic or else have rela­
tively little unity with those leaders who have emerged amongst the 
'catholic' section of the people. The present anti-Sunningdale strug­
gle is an excellent struggle and to a large degree has been precipit­
ated as a result of the just resistance of all the forces in the coun­
try against imperialist control of the country and against all other 
forms o£ exploitation. However in summing up the last 60-70 years 

·and in particular the last 6 years it is clearly necessary to further 
develop the methods of struggle and the overall analysis held by vari­
ous of the advanced forces to ensure complete victory for the work­
ing and · oppressed people. It is in the interests of all the oppressed 
people no matter of which origin or national minority that the problem 
of overthrowing British imperialism and establishing socialism is 
solved. Not even the most militant sections of the people are going 
to be tharikful if the struggle in the final analysis doesn't eventually 

lead to success. 

The attitudes towards the present anti-Suimingdale struggle have 
clearlybroughtoutthe different positions of the different classes and 
of a number of.the organisations working in the country. Mr Cosgrave 
has stated that the strike is a complete disaster(i.e.acomplete dis­
aster for his class), and he blames the nationalist forces for precip­
itating this situation. A number of other people have also attempted 
to 'blame' the nationalist forces for the situation, all of whom are 
united around the common view that it is a disaster to wreck the pre­
sent 'Northern Ireland Assembly' and to oppose British imperialist 
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rule. These people fo.r various reasons have failed to grasp the es­
sential characteristics of the present struggle and have absolutely no 
faith in the working class and in its inevitable movement in the dir­
ection of socialism. On the contrary, in the present situation the 
nationalistforces should be praised for their contribution to creating 
the present excellent situation. The line of condemning the national­
ists is a line presented under the hoax of trying to stop civil war. In 
fact it is having the direct opposite effect and is contributing to creat­
ing public opinion against active resistance to the British imperial­
ists. It is attempting to build a reactionary united front with one sec­
tion of reactionary leaders in the north and with the comprador gov -
ernment in the south, all of whom want the same basic thing, bourge­
ois democracy and foreign monopoly capitalist control. This united 
front is being lined up to oppose this equally reactionary so-called 
'protestant' united front which Messrs. Paisley, Craig and West have 
expressed interest in leading. Genuinely nationalist forces should 
participate in and develop the national struggle on a more principled 
and effective basis and not , become bogged down by the superficial, 
philistine and hypocritical moans of the hour geoisie and their pacifist 
allies. 

Another serious wrong line which is being presented is that the pre­
sent struggle is entirely reactionary and sine~ a considerable number 
of prote stants support it all the prote stants are reactionary. This 
line is a narrow natio~'lalist catholic chauvinist line, that is also a 
line of making preparations for sectarian civil ~ar. It comes from 
taking a superficial view of struggle in the co·,.mtry and seeing only 
the overt anti-British imperialist form of struggle as being import­
ant. This is either as a result of ignorance of the importance of the 
other struggles on other fronts, or else is, as in the case of the soc­
ial-fascist SDLP, a result of complete opposition to all o~her forms 
of resistance to exploitation. Within the leadership, or close to the 
leadership of the present anti-Sunningdale movement there are reac­
tionaries, and these have to be opposed. It may be that these will 
establish, if the progressive forces don't organise properly, a pow­
erfulgriponone section of the people and it may be that pogroms and 
attacks on 'catholic' areas on a large scale could be initiated. Obvi­
ously it is necessary to resist these. However this resistance must 
be from the point of view of trying to develop the progressive forces 
within the reactionary led camp. In the war against Nazi Germany, 
it was necessary to fight against the German army and to wipe O '.lt as 
many troops as possible if Europe was to be saved from fascism. 
However it would be useless and incorrect to co:ademn all Germam 
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as innate fascists and not to work within the _ranks of the German peo­
ple to end the monopoly ca-pitalist domination of the country which was 
the force giving rise to the fascism. In the same way it is useless 
andincorrecttolabel all 'protestants' as fascists. One of the object­
ive effects of this is to develop seige mentality amongst the 'protest­
ante 1 which can easily, if it is not opposed, be developed by the reac­
tionary leaders. The greater prevalence of reactionary ideas amongst 
the 'protestants' gives more ammunition to opportunist leaders of the 
'catholic 1 population and in the south. In this way the conditions are 
more and more developed for reactionary civil war. 

The working people of Dublin are bound to learn from the struggle 

of our fellow Irishmen in the north against British imperialism's 
control of their internal affairs. We should learn lessons from both 
the mistakes and the good things that have occurred in the struggle. 
fhe main force in both our struggles is the working class. If the 
working class organises and seized its destiny in its own hands it is 
an invincible force and capable of uniting the entire oppressed sect­
ions of the people. The Dublin Branch of the Communist Party of 
Ireland (Marxist-Leninist) calls on the oppressed people and espec­
ially the workers to develop the just resistance against exploitation 
on all fronts, to consciously link the struggle to the task of winning 
genuine independence for the country and removing the comprador 
bourgeoisie from holding state power. In particular the Dublin 
Branch of the Communist Party of Ireland (Marxist-Leninist) calls 
on the workers at the place of work to develop the movement to 
s~rengthen the unions and expand the numbers of unionised workers, 
and in the course of this to struggle in the economic front against 
capitalist exploitation. By arousing and organising the vast major­
ity of the working class and linking their struggle to the concrete 
political problem of the taking of state power a vanguard force of in­
domitable strength will be created, and the long-sought-for organis­
ed unity of the entire Irish working class established. 

SUPPORT THE JUST STRUGGLE OF THE WORKING CLASS IN THE 
NORTH AGAINST THE IMPERIALIST IMPOSED SUNNING DALE 
AGREEMENT! 

LONG LIVE THE GREAT UNITY OF THE IRISH WORKING CLASS! 

DOWN WITH BRITISH IMPERIALISM - "MAIN ENEMY OF THE 
IRISH PEOPLE ! 

(Reprinted from RED PATRIOT, Vol. 3, No.ll8, 1st June, 1974) 
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-Down With 
Latest 

British Imperialism's 
White Paper 

Reprinted from Red Patriot Vol. 3 No.124 
29th July, 1974 

On Thursday, July 4th, Merlyn Rees presented the Westminster 
Parliament with its second White Paper in sixteen months, outlining 
the British government's proposals on how to maintain its colonial 
and imperialist domination of the north of Ireland. This latest White 
Paper is a result of the tactical retreat forced on the British imper­
ialists by the collapse of the "Northern Ireland Executive", brought 
about by the mass struggles waged by the working and oppressed 
people throughout Ireland against the r epr es sive and anti-democratic 
policies pur sued by the British government and, in particular 
brougl"tabout by the recent Anti-Sunningdale strike led by the Ulster 
Worker s' · Council. 

In its presentation of "The Problem" the White Paper gives recog­
nition to the fact that in the past six years tremendous forces have 
been generated by the working people to oppose the designs of the 
British government to impose illegal and anti-democratic 'solutions' 
on the north. The White Paper bemoans the fact that four different 
patterns of government have been .tried in that time by the British 
imperialists· and have either collapsed or been withdrawn-- the old 
colonial Stormont Parliament (from 1920 to March 1972); direct rule 
from Westminster (from March 1972 to January 1974; The Northern 
Ireland Assembly and Executive (from January 1974 to May 1974) 
and finally the present period of direct rule which will be withdrawn 
if and whenthe proposals in the recentWhitePaper are implemented. 
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No sooner had the carefully designed plans of the last two years co ­
llapsed and direct rule again been implemented than the British im ­
perialists produced another White Paper which, far from acknow ­
ledging the just resistance struggles of the working people, openly 
attacks all the forces which have led these struggles against exploi­
tation and repression and reaffirms its designs to regroup the vari­
ous different sections of the sell-out bourgeoisie to run a colonial 
administration in the north. This obstinate refusal to desist from 
exploiting and oppressing the people is the very nature of British Im­
perialism and it will never change. For the working and oppressed 
people it is of vital importance that they persist in struggle, strive 
for greater unity and develop their opposition to the new and latest 
designs of the British imperialist government contained in the White 
Paper. 

The White Paper foresees four stages in the implementation of its 
proposals; i} discussion amongst various political parties in the 
north; ii} elections to a 78-seat constitutional convention;· iii} further 
discussion amongst those elected to decide what form of government 
they desire; and iv} a report on the result of the discussions to be 
given to Westminster for approval~ According to the White Paper 
this is giving the people in the north of Ireland "the chance of seeing 
whether they could resolve the problems of Northern Ireland them­
selves" . Yet nothing could be further from the truth because a) All 
the while discussions are taking place the British imperialists will 
hold onto the reins of the bourgeois state and continue to direct their 
army against the progressive and anti-imperialist forces in society. 
(They announced their intentions of carrying on with repression on 
the very day they put forward their White Paper when they decided to 
prolong the Emergency Provisions Act for another six months.) b) In 
the discussions themselves that will follow the elections the British 
imperialists retain for themselves the right to appoint an "impartial" 
chairman to "guide" the discussions and ensure British imperialism's 
interests are represented . William Whitelaw carried out the same 
role of "impartial" chairman in the discussions leading to the forma­
tion of the Northern Ireland Executive. c) When the discussions are 
concluded and the report outlining the proposals is presented, the 
British government retains for itself the right to veto them if it con­
siders them against the interests of the British government. d) Fi­
nally, should it emerge that the working and oppressed people oppose 
this right to veto and persist in building resistance struggles to Bri­
tish imperialism's interference in Irish affairs, then in those con-
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ditions , "not least any resumption of industrial action for political 
ends", the British government in the White Paper threatens that it 
will withdraw tax subsidies and investment. 

From start to finish this 't:hance" for the people in the north of 
Ireland to resolve their own problems is littered with interference, 
both direct and indirect, with economic blackmail and with military 
repression from the British imperialist government. Under the guise 
of allowing discussions the British imperialists ensure that they 
maintain control of the centralised bourgeois state, whose repressive 
organs are aimed at ensuring that its interests are never overlooked. 

The White Paper has received support from all the main part;ies of 
the sell-out bourgeoisie in the north of Ireland. The reactionary 
alliance of Paisley, Craig and West said that it was a step in the 
right direction (for their section of the sell-out bourgeoisie). Since 
the end of the Anti -Sunning dale strike Paisley, Cr aig, and West have 
been working overtime to ensure that they get all the credit for the 
success of the strike in toppling the Executive. In this they have 
been encouraged by the British government who refused to talk to the 
striking workers and would only meet elected representatives. Using 
this position of influence to bolster their image which had been tar­
nished because of the way they only came out in full support of the 
strike when it was ensured of success, Paisley, Craig and West have 
been giving speeches calling for "loyalist unity" in order to under­
mine any progressive trend from developing further amongst the 
protestant workers, to continue dividing the working class on a sec­
tarian basis and to attempt to reestablish the 'all class alliance' of 

• f . 
unionism under the hegemony of the sell-out and most asclSt sec-
tions of the bourgeoisie. The SDLP are emphasising the fact that 
the White Paper recognises the realities of the "Irish dimension" 
and "power -sharing" and are also thereby franticall.y atte.mpting. to 
work up sectarianism in order to get support for the1r ant1-work1ng 

class programme ... 

While greater and broader sections of the people have corr.e to take 
up active resistance to British imperialist policies both these sec­
tions of the sell-out bourgeoisie, represented by the SDLP and :ruuc, 
continue to sow confusion by promoting the view that one sectlon of 
the working class is out to dominate the other and this is t~erefore 
the main problem. At the same time they both appeal to the1r mas­
ters, the British imperialists, to extend greater privileges and re-
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wards from the crumbs of monopoly capitalist profits to their section 
of the bourgeoisie . In order to defend its interests the British im­
perialists have been engaged in a campaign of suppression and de­
ception. In order to keep the working class divided it has conceded 
f!Ome minor reforms to 'Catholics' when they seemed the most mili­
tant and vice versa when it seemed that the 'ProtestC:nts' were :tnost 

. militant. In each case they have maintained their attempts to divide 
the worker a and have received the active cooper at ion of the sell-out 
bourgeoisie in this. Some people maintain that these reforms are a 
reflection of the democratic wishes of the British imperialists , 
wher ea a in fact the stated objects of the British imperialists are to 
suppress all active resistance and to reestablish a workable colonial 
administration from the small minority of comprador bourgeoisie. 
The White Paper states that this administration must command the 
"loyalty of all sections of the community" i. e. be good at deceiving 
the working people . So far all attempts by the British imperialists 
to go back to peacefully exploiting the working people have been up­
set by the mass resistance to its every policy. Whatever the out­
come of these new illegal and anti-democratic elections and the con­
stitutional convention, the British imperialists are going to try to 
ensure that its wishes are carried. For the working people the only 
road is one of active resistance and the building of unity on a con­
scious and proletarian basis, overthrowing the dictatorship of Bri­
tish imperialism and its allies, and smashing the centralised hour­
geois state machine. 
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PROGRESSIVE BOOKS AND PERIODICALS 

S69 Old Kent Road 
London SEl SEW Open: 7 days weekly, lOam to lOpm 

WORKERS' DAILY News Releau and Weekend Edition - Revo­
lutionary Newspaper for Britain 
RED PATRIOT - Newsweekly of the Communist Party of 
Ireland (Marxiat-Leninht) 
PEOPLE'S CANADA DAILY NEWS - National Daily WorkiJII 
Cla .. Newspaper 
PEKING REVIEW, CHINESE LITERATURE, CHINA PICTORIAL, 
CHINA RECONSTRUCTS, ALBANIA TODAY, NEW ALBANIA 
Lit er atur e from Albania 
Works by MARX, ENGELS, LENIN, STALIN and CHAIRMAN 
MAO TSETUNG 

WORKERS' DAILY 

NEWS RELEASE and WEEKEND EDITION 

Revolutionary Newspaper for Britain 

The Daily News Release provides a comprehensive 
news service on national and international revolut­
ionary affairs. Workers• Daily Weekend Edition ia 
a newspaper for the advanced sections of the indust­
rial proletariat, concentratin1 on industrial and top­
ical political problems. 

The News Release coats Sp per copy, or BiJ, by 
post, and the Weekend Edition Zp per copy, or s-}p 
by post. Both are available from 
WORKERS' PUBLICATIONS CENTRE, 
S69 Old Kent Road, London SEl SEW 

WORKERS' PUBLICATIONS CENTRE 
569 Old Kent Road, 
London SEI SEW 

distributes. WORKERS' DAILY News Release and Weekend EditiOD, 
RED PATRIOT, and PEOPLE'S CANADA DAILY NEWS, aa well 
as literature from the People's Republic of China and the People's 
Republic a£ Albania and revolutionary journals from all over the 
world. Subscriptions to the above newspapers are available, aa w 
well as for PEKING REVIEW, CHINA RECONSTRUCTS, CHINESE 
LITERATURE, CHINA PICTORIAL, ALBANIA TODAY and 
NEW ALBANIA. 
Works by Mar:.:, Engela, Lenin, Stalin and Chairman Mao Taetung 
are also available from WOl'kera' Publication• Centre. 


