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THE PROVOS HAVE CALLED OFF THEIR CEASEFIRE. FROM THEIR POINT ·OF VlEW IT ~ts A VERY 
INTELLIGENT THING TO DO. THEY HAD TWO ALTERNATIVES ·- FIGHT ON OR SURRENDER- AND 
THEY HAVE CHOSEN TO FIGHT ON . 

And it will be easier for them to begin , 
their campaign again now, after only 25 
days peace, than it would have been if 
the ceasefire had continued - and more 
detainees had been released as a con­
sequence. 

The ceasefire has, however, served a 
useful function. The Provos called it 
from a position of weakness and there 
is little doubt that they will be 
furthered weakened in the Catholic 
community by starting up again. For a 
few weeks the Catholic communit~ in 
West Belfast have enjoyed a taste of 
normal life, largely free from the 
attentions of the British Army (and 
entirely free from the attentions of 
the Protestant assassination squads) . . 
All that is likely to change now and 
the P J:(jvus are not gotng to g~ t any thanks 
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for it. 

And they are not going to be able to stir up the Catholic community over internment 
any more, no matter how many crocodile tears Maire Drumm sheds about them languishing 
in their .miserable conditions in Long Kesh. The Provos have been seen to have it in 
their power to set them free. 

ffiLITICS INS1EAD OF WARFARE 
There has been a great deal of talk about the Provos going in for politics instead of 
warfare. But that would amount to surrender and they know it. They have no realistic 
politics to offer. There is no chance of persuading the Protestant cmmnunity· (or the 
Catholic community, for that matter) to accept their Eire Nua. The Provos' impact on 
the Northern Ireland situation has come out of the barrel of a gun. · If they had been 
relying on the words of Mai~e Drumm and Seamus Lo~ghran · they would have merited a few 
lines on an inside page of the Irish News and nothing more. And if they called a per­
manent ceasefire that's all they w0uld get in a few month'~ time. (And it was 'not John 
Hume's persuasive powers which got him on to the N.I . Executive: it was the bombs and 
bullets of the Provos). 

A GLir~E OF PROVU "FULITICS" 
The +rish Times of Jan 15th provided an interesting glimpse of Provo "politics," 'when 
it reproduced. an interview given by Seamus Loughran to "Red Weekly" (organ of the 
~ritish Trotskyist International Marxist Group). The gem of this piece was the following: 

INTERVIEWER: What kind of withdrawal are you talking about? . 

LOUGHRAN: W,i thdrawal of the B.r .i tish way of life from this .island ~ This is Ireland. 
The British way of life has no place on this island . All things British 
we are talking about - not just the withdrawal of the Briti'sh Army which 
is a necessa.ry first step • 

. That, for what it's worth, is the political programme of tqe Provos . (And .you thought 
f lat-earthers were mad?) What would be l-eft if we lost the . British way of life?" The 
black taxis and french letters would have to go for a start, and presumably we would 
not be~Fbe communicate in English any more. The Provos would be a joke if . they were~' t­
prepared to fight. With polities like .these, had the Provos any alternative but t_o call 
off the ceasefire. 
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THE Y.J, A, HAS INS l STED S.J NCE -ITS FOUNDAT 1 ON 
THAT \'iHAT lS CAU£D -REPUBLICANISM IN 
IRELAND IS A VERY DIFFERENT THING FROM THE 
REPUBLICANISM OF THE ENGLISH~ FRENCH~ 
Al'£RICAN, ITALH\I"J- OR GERMAN DOOCRATlC 
REVOLUTIONARY t'OVE~1ENTS. 

Everywhere else Republ ica n!sm ra$ been 
associated with the social movement for a 
democratic secular state . In Ir el and it 
has been ·noth ·ing else but Catho'l ~ c 
nationalsim , Or, tq put 1t more accur~ 
ate ly, the 20th century Re pub 1·; can move­
ment in Ireland has been CathoJ1c 
nationalist- the 18th century Republ i can 
movement based in Belfast, the · un i te~ 
I~ishmen, was a secular democ ratlC move­
ment . But, for all that th~y invoke the 
name of Wolfe Tone, the 20th century 
Republicans do not in any sense deri ·ve 
fr~m the United Irishmen, and they are 
al1en to the political sp ·rit of that 
movement , 

CATHOLIC CLANS,., 
~ second point insisted upon by the W.A. 
1s that Catholic Ireland does not stretch 
back into the mists of ant1quity, but i s 
a pheromeron of the past 200 years . Gael;c 
Ireland was not nationalist and its · 
C~tholicism was of the most superficial 
k1nd . There was no independent c1erica 
caste in Gaelic Ireland, and the Church 
had no 1ndependent soc ial power The 
modern "Taoiseach 11 of the Irish Republ ~c 
1~ a man who has been moulded by the 
B ~ shops, and the most radical cab:net 
minister must take careful account of the 
final power of veto of the Church . Not so 
th~ Gaelic chieftan . As between 8 -, shop and 
ch1ef there was no doubt who ruled , The 
Bishop was a subordinate member of t he 
c~iefs e~tourage . Catholic 1sm lay ve1y 
l1ghtly 1ndeed on Gaelic Ireland . Up to 
the Reformation the /Vatican viewed it as 
a baba r-i an society s t-i 11 ·in need of con­
vers i on . \fter the Refo rmation i t found 1t 
advantageous to support the rebellion of a 
Gaelic chief against the Crown B~t Hugh 
o:Neill had not fewer wives than Henry the 
Vill, and he saw no need at all to consult 
the Pope about the matter: and the Pope 
knew better than to try to tmpo:;e Catholic 
morals on O'Neill even though O' Nei ll was 
~ upposed to be a champion of the true ~ 
church against the heretic . Not unt~l 
Gaelic society began to break up d1d the 
Church . be~in to establish i ndependent 
power 1n 1t . The groundwork was done in ~ 
~he I 8th century .. The f ~u i ts were reaped 
1n the T9th century . Gaelic r~e ! and be­
came Catholic nationalist Ireland . 

CATHOLIC REVISIONISTS 
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. ~~-- ,,,., 
ob_j e.c.it .r 1)'.~ r n v.e.~ ,t: :; .. ~ t i i)B ·;b~.a f:S .ii t out~ :J t 5;.c; 
-; :: · btG r_n~ · !l.u.t bY·· ~:t -- !('_ecen:t·.: R; J . [ ,") col-a.<;tu('eec . 
(D~-- · _9th ) by Pr:of.-ess.or .J;;J· A ~ . f-1\.urphy ;_Q ·f:-:-:.~+ 
Ur? 'f C,I'S '! t.Y S: ... tlEse~ Cork·) -\I.n ~ - the~, h~y7 day 
o.f C.a tho 1 ,,_ ni?L ·:~n~ -/.is rw.: U~. C ·C;-:;w.as ·--- \ 1-r 
Jo.ta ; .. y .. d~-d , '--~ t€C . . t~ '· .the-,_media.ev.a:l tst .. ~).;: 
m'ssi on of that nationali~m ,. Since ·· the 
economi c foundation of the Catholic 
nat 1ona1 ·st mov~ment coll~psed about ten 
years ago unexpected things have been 
happen ;ng 1n U.C.C. Having taken Catholic 
nationa.sim most seriously, it is also 
tak i ng the implications of its collapse ­
most se ri ously .- According· to Professor 
Murphy: "B-efore the Famine the roood of'Irish 
Cathol ' c .Lsm was already there but the 
CathoLi c Chu:c:ch faced great -problems of 
manpowc·1.· and personal • • • In I850 there 
·were 5,00D ·eel i g .ious to service a Catholic 
popu."i.ar·;·on ot 5,000 .,000. By I9CO , the num­
be.l o.t -z-el .:glous had risen to I4,000, while 
the t.ota.l Cc;thol c population had dropped 
t·:> so.meth.1ng O'.le.r 3,000#000. So we have a 
new cleL Lea.:.. ca.ste .ln Ire]..and, impinging 
o~ ~he people : n a way they had never 
done bef ore n Th1s has clear implications 
.t n all k i nds olt spheres • • • In the I870s 
and 1880s t.he £Jnal touch~s were put to 
.1rodsrn I .r 1 sh .. ::at.hol.ic~sm • • • " 

"S i nee J'912 ·' we have been · very uncomfort­
ably aw·are of the Protest~nt north-east and 
o.ne ot the leasons why partition was resented 
was that. it e.xposed the comfortable and 
Lo..l.lacious equat.ion between Catholic and 
IIish . I suggest that ••• being an Irish 
Cathol .tc today ~s as strong and as import- . 
ant a feature of Izish identity as it . 
ev·e.r was ." 

, -. 

There wer·e two variants qf nationalism: 
"X.here was +:.he J.iberal democratic national­
ism . .. • t-he product ·of the Yo~ng Ir~land 
movemen-t • . 'l'o th i. s nat.ionalism we paid -· lip 
ser:nce ., . , Bur. i t was solely Cathol.i:c 
nat.Lonal;.sm w1.ch vlh..Lch we instinctively 
ident if.Led ,, " 

When this view was first put for~ard a few Soon it will only be the "socialist 
years ago it was dism,ssed as a paradc)t by Rep-ubl1cans" who remain inrnune to histbrical 
that confused conglomeration of people fact 
called "the left" , But every p1ece of 



THE PERIOD OF THE CEASEFIRE 
PRODUCED DIVERGENT . 
REACTIONS WITHIN THE 
U.U.U.Ca 

Tmmed i ately after the 
t r uce was announced 
(and ~ ndeed since then 
Pa i sley has continual y 
complained that the 
British government V. 
are ~ngaged in a sel -
out and that they have 
gi ven the I .R.A. secret • 
assurances that they 
"ntend to leave Norther n Ire .and etc . 
Undoubtedly there has bee~ con art be­
tween British ci\nl servant" and the IRA 
but i t is highly unli ke ly that the 
British government ha5 gi ven any of the 
assurances Pai sley compl3. ·i ns. of . 

If there is one th ~ ng the B r~ t l sh govern­
ment, both Labour and Conservat i ve, have 
learned ove the past 6 yea ~5 i t i s the 
fact that the comm i tmen-+: of the U15 te r· 
Protestants to the Un i on i s ~ot some 
passing, whimsical fancy but a s.o.i d, 
pol i tical reality wh i ch w·i .. 1 no t di s,­
appear ei ther through argument er by 
force . This is a fact wh ich inf1uenti 3l 
sect "ons of both part ies have been un­
wi lling to accept and have done ihe ~ r 
utmost to deny, but toda_y elien they can·­
not avoid facing up to the una1te / c.b 1e 
real i ty and so now we ha 'e the spectacle 
of a Labour government headed by a Pr ime 
Mi nister who only a few yea rs ago was 
drawing up plans fo the uni f i cation of 
J :re land with i n I 5 yea rs) ado.pt.i ng an 
i ncreasingly Union i st pos i t i on . 

This is a situation wh i ch dem:Jc:ra ·,. s. and 
soci a1 i sts must hea r t i y we :come as t t 
emphas ses the defeat r epub ·car· sm has 
suffered po l . tic i a ; y a. we~ · 3S 

mi i tarily, becau~e i t can no longe r per ­
suade large sections of ~he Bri t i sh wo rk­
i ng cl ass that ' ts cau:e ~ s bo th · j~st 

I ''WE ALL 
~JANT THE 

SAt,1E THINGS" 

ONE OF THE MOST ABSURD INCIDENTS 

OF THE CEASEFIRE WAS DR~ WEIR OF 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AND MA ! RE 

DRUMM SITTING TOGE'J'HER ON T"ii ~ND 

DR. WEIR SAYING: "VJE ALL WANT THE 

_ SAME THINGS . " DR . WEIR SHOlJLD T!\.KE 

OUT A SUBSCRIPTION TO ''RED WEEKLY ,, " 

and de~ocrat i c and that opposition frc~ the 
Ulste r Uni on ' s t s o i t was based only on 
react·ion and bi gotry . But all this Pc.i sley 
i gnores and talks as i f nothing had changed . 
For hi m, t he·. B:" · : 1 sh government a re i nvo·i ved 
· n a conspi acy of betrayal . 

On the othe r . hand Enoch Powe 11, in a recent 
speech i n Co . Dew has taken a fundamentally 

d · fferent · ·~ ne . Recognising that the rea 1 
s ~ gn 1 f i cance ef past events for the future 
of Northe~n Irel and i s not the I . R.A. truce 
wh ~ ch was the beg i nn i ng of the acknowledgment 
by t he I .R A. that they have lost the war, 
but the changed attitude of the British 
government and parl "ament towards Northern 
I ·ela.nd .. 
"Two years a: go 1. " h e said, "t;he Conservati ~v-e 

gove.r-r.une.nt and t. he Labour opposition were 
ope.nly talk i ng a.nd r:h i nking in terms of 
po.I..i. t:lcal u.r...I.f.!.Ca t .. i an of the island of · 
Jz·eland. Al l -+;h i s t a.l .k of killing off British 
i1l ~ t.er has been :repl aced by an embarrassed 
silence .. The:re .i s noth.ing now about the Irish 
demension .. ~ ~ " (:rish Ti mes, 8 . 1" ~ 75). 

Because of th i s f undamental shift in attitude 
Power decl ared h·il_!lself to be guarded'ly opti­
m " st~ c about the futu e of Northern Ireland. 
A · this contrasts· very sharply with the 
app roa~h adopted by Pa "sley who refuses to 
recogn ise any real . change whatsoever . And it 
~ s the app roach of a pol i t i cal opportunist 
fo r ~ de~ p ite it~ superficial bravado, it in­
duces a fee ·:·~ ng of d"spa i r and defeat because 
~ t 1mp1 ies t hat the v olence of the last five 
or s x _yea rs ha ~ been for nothing and that 
the Ulster peopl e s ta d totally isolated, 
the~r cauwe f :nding no response anywhere. 

Powe 11 q ~ ana_y 3 1 s ~ :; rpuch more in accord with 
ea 1 i +·y and mo reover recognises that it has 

oeen the ery steadfastness ·and solidity of 
the U ~s te · peop e i n the face of armed attack 
wh i ch has bY"ought about the transformation in 
the att i udes o B~i t i sh polit :cal parties. 
I f t he U U. U.C. i s tc derelop pol "tically 

·they ''IJ " ri I-!3Ve tD l'ej~ct compl etely the de­
feati st ant ings of Paisley, otherwi se 
:re pub 1 ·.card .m ::.ou . d wi n a death • bed reprieve 
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THE OFFICIALS 
AND THE 
P ROVO CEASEFIRE 
The official IRA in a statement in t.:he 
Irish News B.I.75 welcomed the ceasefi re 
but at t~e same time got a di g at the 
Provos in a couple of very .~evea.I .i _ng 

quotes. They say that if al~ internees 
were released and the troops were with­
drawn to barracks this "would lay the 
groundwork fox ending military confli cto 
The conditions would then ex.ist for re­
building the struggle of the people 
which was so trag·lcally b.roken o The 
people are asking fox peace so t hat they 
can then renew the fight fo.r just:ice o" 

What "struggle of the people" a .re they 
talking about? Could they by any chance 
mean their Civil Rights Campa.ign which 
even in a war situation had its demands 
granted? The more extxavagent demands for 
one man, one ·house; and one man ~ne job; 
have not been granted yet and presumably 
we wilL have to wait on the arri val of 
the Irish Workers and Small Farmers 
Republic to see them come to fxui t i on·• 

Surely they couldn't mean the struggle 
against the British Army? They blame the 
Provos for the rise of sectaranism, and 
reprisal killings etc, conven~ently fox­
getting that it was their so-called Civil 
Rights campaign which caused the violence 
initially. The Official IRA, as they , 
admitted themselves were the dri ving force 
and guiding light of the Civil Rights 
Association. They pz·ovoked the v·iolence ~ 

and the Protestant backlash i n ]969 and 
capitalised on it afterwaxds o They under­
estimated the determinati on of the old 
guard of die..:..haz·ds who would never have 
let an opportunity like Auyu.st.: I969 slip 
by. Both Pxovos and Offici als became quite 
strong military organisati ons but seeing 
the Pxovos were basically more honest and 
didn't have to keep on k i dding themselves 
they were non'sectari an they p.roved the 
more durable, now they too are near.i ng 
their end. Catholic nationalism i s East 
running out of ammuni t .lon and the , 
Offi cials blame the Provoso 

They also blame them for weaken:fny the 
struggle by losing the international sup­
port, "which had built up for the Irish 
struggle including the aid of the British 
working-class." When that .is translated 
it ~!leans that the Pro·vos di dn • t spend 
enough time spinning fairy tales to the 
world press and the "left" about how they 
were trying to unite ·the Protesta.nt a17d 
Catholics in a "socialist" wax to expell 
British Imperialism from I.relando The ·. 
Provos were toabusy trying fox another 
August I969 only on a much granaer scale 
and a subsequent re-vamping of the.ir 

't' 
,,..... 
. ;11"!11!1!1" 

military power on an ~-11 i*tzand basis to . 
finish the historic struggle. 

POSTSCRIPT: Guess who is responsible fox 
the end of the ceasefire a~cording to the 
Officials; the British Government, of 
course - they didn't end ihternment. The 
Provos had nothing to do with it. 

KING 
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Every July as sure as the 12th day march, 
"Unity" organ of the now nQrthern area of 
the Communist Party of Ireland, trots out a 
version of history that purports to show 
that the defeat of Catholic reaction in 
Ireland at the Boyne was an irrelevancy as 
far as the Prote9tant work~ng class is 
concerned o 

Stubbornly "the Protestant working class 
enthusiastically · celebrate "William's victory 
and ignore Unltys' interpretation ~nd now 
lo and behold William of Orange commemor­
ation mugs appear in Ulster made - would you 
believe it - in Romania. ~~W the Romanian · 
Communist Party has had lo~·g and · close 
relations with the CPI, a ·4·uantity of "Unity" 
being despatched weekly to Bucharest. Could 
it be that the Romanian trade commissioner 
has used his eyes to see the reality of 
politics here rather than swallow Jimmy 
Stewarts "ifs" apd "buts." 

Anyway the Romanian pottery industry :. fS; on a 
winner . Maybe that explains why the growth 
rate of the Romanian econo~ is the high-

·est is Eastern E~rope! J 

THE 
THE 

Ef~ D 0 F 
PATRIOT GAME 

At one time a spokesman for Catholic nat­
ionalism could always depend on a hearing 
anywhere outside Ulster or . Toranto. 

. In the world of folk music the Dubliners 

' · 

have carved a niche as an inspired if un­
discipli ned group. - In the national conflict 1: . '· 

they have foolishly attended every Catholic 
nationalist festival from the Ardo~ne to 
Derry - foolishly because ·they had ' a lot of 
fans from amongst Ulster P;rotestants. 

Now it appears that 1 they r~cently gave a 
concert in the West Berlin . Philharmonic hall 
where they reportedly dedicated a song to the 
leaders of the I~A. The reaction of half the 
audience was to get up and walk out. 

The Dubliners are not renowned as practit±~ n 

tioners 1 of precise logic but it must now be 
clear even to them that the"Patriot Game" is . , . 
now l ever 

IT LOOKS AS IF MILK IS NOT THE ONLY THING 
TURNING SOAR THIS WEATHER. ' .. · ' . ' · 
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