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on chevronsfrike
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by Bob Avakian
The 'oil workers' strike against Chevron (Stan­

dard Oil puppet) ended abruptly last week. It was
sold out by the fat cats who make up the inter­
national bureaucracy of the Oil, Chemical and Atomic
Workers. Under· the misleadership of the past Pres­
-ident O.A. Knight, the international apparatus of the
union was using the members' money (maiIl1y dues)

collaborate with the Central Intelligence Agency
.;receiving in turn, funds from several C.I.A.

~-.il?~

that standard not only controlled the cops
and used them to break strikes:. but

. used them to oCcupy the black com­
munity, where people are dally subjected
to terror ·and even murder by the pigs.
I also pointed out that the bosses use
international cops to murder people who
try to take the resources of their own
land from companies. like standard. And
I stressed the crucial role the students
and others who identify poUticaily with
the world-wide resistance movement
iiad played in supporting- the' ~rfke and
helping to get the boycott going.

the same time they would have to over­
come the inevitable resistance of the
labor bureaucrats to win supporUroin the
ranks of working people. The rank and
file also faced the problem of being un­
prepared for such an all out, protracted
struggle. But at least part of the blame
for this Ues with the leadership of local
1-561, which failed to rally strong sup­
port for a wildcat walk-out last year
which erupted when a mwtant young
worker was fired. Tbe:tWidcat ended
in the firing o~.3'1iiiiWli& who went
out in soU ...
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of the strike within bouMs acce'PtabIe
to the bourgeoisie.

FUTURE STRATEGY

"- .,(' ~ 1\( ....

tA~m,' either in one caucl,(s or in co-:~
al1tion.

(('1t.

imperial1sm-~'for;:the students to join
the picket line a,t: standard. Mi\tly, stu­

, dents' who turned out for the mass
mobilizations . did return in, smaller
groups and spent considerable time 'ex­
changing experiences and political ideas
with the o'n workers. And as I wrote in
the last article, the anti-imperialist
ideology--the support for the liberation
of oppressed ,peoples--that the students
brought to the picketlines w1ll ultimately

:-6~i&;t;i==~~stvalue to the workers.

:~

i'J These students increasingly d1scov~
er~, through confrontation and struggle,
that the ·factoryzation" of the university
was . rooted in the basic structure and
development of society. Some stUdents,
unable to cope with this realization,
"dropped out". But many began to in­
vestigate more thoroughly the nature of
the system that had created their own
alienation.

CONTINUED ON PAGEl!

~RED PAPERS
What has Mao got to do with making

the revolution in the US? Do we need
a Marxist-Leninist Party? IS the
working class the vanguard?

READ the RED PAPERS, a pam­
phlet published by the Bay Area Rev­
olutionary Union. It includes:"State­
ment of Principles of the Bay Area
R. U.• , U Against the Brainwash: A
Defen,se of Marxism-Len1n1sm" ,and
"Serve the People".

Send 25¢ to: Bay Area R. U.
Box 291
1230 Grant Avenue
San Francisco, Ca. 94133

Bulk Rates Ava1lable

Bob Avakian, steve Hamilton,
Bruce Franklin

-- Correspondence Committee of
Bay Area Revoliltionary Union.
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This was due to, the overall oppres­
sion of women that women's liberation
groups have focussed on: their economic
dependence, generally, on men, their
acceptance (along with the men) of male
supremacist. ideology and propaganda,
and their objectively inferior position to
men in almost every work place. The
women at Chevron do the lousiest work
for the lowest pay (new male employees
start out working with the women, but
soon leave them behind for more plea­
sant, higher paYing positions).

Just as the union has failed to fight
against white supremacy within the plant,
it has also done nothing to combat male
supremacy. The result is that many
women, though not all by any means,
saw the strike as the men's battle, and
when the going got really rough, they
were less determined to hang tough.
We did our best to point out to the men
the obvious lesson that the oppression
of women hurts them. But because we
had no women inside the plant and failed
to place special emphasis on the special
problems of the Women during the strike,
we were not able to raise the question
of 'women's .liberation effectively; or
initl,J.te R ser~ous fignt against male
supremacy.

&ince the strike, several students who
were active in the women's liberation
movement in this area have left school,
moved to Richmond and taken jobs with
companies that hire large numbers of
women. We see this as a very important
step toward organizing and liberating the
potentially awesome power of working
class women. As one advanc.~dChevron
worker put it: "Hell, if the women get
going, and we get together with them,
nothing can stop us."

•

PHONEY PROMISES

Students were promised an equitable voice in
implementing the Joint Statement. To date, however,
the administration has not seen fit to organize the
committee which was promised to carry out this im-

plementation.
The quickly castrated student movement at Treasure

Valley Community College is noteworthy only because
of its dramatic effect on the "Mississippi of the
West", a strip of southwestern Oregon and southern
Idaho, where such signs as "We reserve the right..."
and English ONLY spoken here" are not uncommon.

The first little ripple, accusing the "leaders" of
this area of obvious paternalism which they have for
so long been pracf!cing, seems to have opened the
door for some looks at a very dirty situation. Min­
ority groups are truly minority groups here, andhave
never dared express dissatisfaction before. In the
past, their shameful role in this utterly backward
community has included at least enough sugar from
daddy to keep their children from starving.

Now, however, this may no longer be enough. Or
the paternalistic structure may refuse to continue
to dole out the carrots and begin to wield only the
club. In either case, a polarization may occur that
could eventually lead us out of the darkness. .

There are no more than two dozen white "liberals"
mostly of the worst kind, in the 'entire area and they,
of cOUrse, refuse openly to participate in any anti­
repression struggle because they fear for their jobs.
The fear is not unfounded.

The efforts of LA OLA NUEVA may have other
hopeful effects. CITIZEN FOR CIVIC UNITY, a
Boise-based civil rights group,hasexpressedinterest
in the Ontario Situation. They may soon met in the
Oregon community, fifty miles to the northwest of
Boise, to show their support for the so far well­
suppressed student movement. Perhaps the most
hopeful of all the effects will be the new look which
students will have at a local and well-established
monster with many mouths to slurp them up, swallow
them down, wipe its jowls, and two hours later forget
that it even ate.

The article, which was favorable to the student petition,
was written by a Methodist minister from Ontario,
Oregon, home of the college.

The resulting front page editorial in the hometown
paper scared the students and the minister into
agreeing to a .premature interview with the college
president. Originally the meeting was to have been
only a discussion of the POSSIBILITY of working
through the Joint Statement of Student Rights and
Freedoms as an alternative to the petition demands.
College officals agreed to meet with two of the stu­
dents privately. However, shortly after the beginnings'
of some contact and agreement ·appeared, other
interested parties entered the meeting and it soon
reached a point where the students felt intimidated.
The director of the OEO program, Mr: Moneybags,
to most of the stUdents, was one of those called into
the mee.ting by the Administration; the financial
screws, evident all along, were tightened. The threat
of empty stomach for the students and their children
subdued LA OLA NUEVA (The New Wave) changing
it to a mere ripple for the moment.

~.
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~

.~&
l\)~~"·

~ THE PEOPLE GAGGED
The director of the OEO Migrant Program im­

mediately obtained a copy of the petition, printed a
slightly altered form of it, and distributed it in
bundles among minority group students. The effect was
to gag a majority of these students who feel the pres­
sure that such a threat to their small OEO stipend
represents. The director then flew to Portland to
confer with top state education authorities about his
-new" problem.

In the midst of all this, the Administration of
Treasure Valley College worked out, unknown to any
stUdents, a deal with the College Board of Education
for the now popular AAUP-USANSA "Joint Statement
on the Rights and Freedoms of students". Administr­
ation sources later admitted to the students that they
had been working on the statementfor several months.
However,. when the issue· of the student petition
began to get controversial discussions throughout the
community, the Administration statement waa quickly
finished and presented as an alternative to the student
petition.

The controversial discussion became controversial
when theINTERMOUNTAINOBSERVER, a Boise, Idaho
weekly, ran' a story outlining the student demands.

LA OLA NUEVA is an infant student group trying
sometimes desperately, to solidify its or,ganization and
broaden its base on a small community college campus
in one of the last remaining enclaves of what we
call the hinterlands. '

The group first became evident in February when
a small group of Mexican and black students began
cirCUlating a petition demanding a voice for stUdents,
especially racial minority students, in the adminis­
tration of Treasure VaIley Community College. Tese
students call themselves LA OLA NUEVA, For the'
most part they represent Chicanos who are parti­
pating in the Office of Economic Opportunity Migrant
Education program at the college. Most are married
and have children.

The beginning ofthe petition stated openly" We reject
the humiliating role assigned to Mexicans by Anglo
administrators and teachers. We will no longer tol­
erate injustice. We will no longer be bent, bowed
and brOKen by this system. We have joined with the
millions of our brothers who fight for justice for all
workers, in the United States and the whole world."

Among the 16 "non-negotiable" demands were: im­
mediate hiring of Mexican and black teachers and
counselors; an end to harassment for speaking Spanish;
banning police from arresting students on campus and
eliminating arrest as grounds for suspension; amnesty;
publicity in Spanish encouraging Mexican- American
candidates to the Board of Trustees; courses that deal
with Mexican-American and black history honestly; and
participation in decision- making.

The local press accused LA OL A NUEVA of sub­
version and conspiracy. But the students made no
attempt to hide their activities. On the contrary, they
circulated their petition to various groups and in­
dividuals throughout the Malheur County, Oregon area
where the college is located. Response to the petition
and their pleas for help was the usual, "I agree with
everything the petition says but it would not do for me
to sign it".
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by'Suzanne Crowell, Staff Corres­
pondent, The Southern PATRIOT

~

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.-In May of
1968, over 200 black garbagemen
in St. Petersburg stopped work.
Three weeks later, the city had re­
sumed normal garbage collection.
iBy Labor Day, the strike was "set­
tled"; there was a wage increase,
put the garbagemen were rehired
Without seniority, as vacancies oc­
curred.

The summer between the walkout and the settlement
saw the failure of the city government, the business
community and the liberals to come to grips with the
situation.

It also saw a stockpile of anti-riot equipment put
into use during four nights of violence in the ghetto,
and the rise of a new black group -- JOMO, the Junta
of Militant Organizations.

While JOMO might have gained prominenc~in any
case, the failure of the strike gave it.a context in which
to work. Its insistence that traditional methods could
not work gained considerable credence in the wake. of
the strike. .

The black militants who make up JOMO stress unity.
Their program is uncomplicated. For example, Zeke
Kenyatta, the current prime minister, said "JOMOhas
no position on violence. Our position is on freedom, by
any means necessary."

Black history and other class~s are held in a
neighborhood Catholic school at night.

JOMO also runs a community blood bank in a St.
Petersburg hospital. The blood bank eliminates red
tape, since the patient does not have to pay for blood
or guarantee its replacement before getting a trans­
fusion. And it helPs to build unity, since without
community support it could not exist.

The police have stepped up harassment of the black
community in general and JOMO in particular since the
garbage strike. JOMO members are arrested constant­
ly for such things as disorderly conduct, vagrancy,
night prowling (in broad daylight) and verbal abuse of

. a police officer (calling one a pig).

jYounger blacks are questioned about what
leaders think and where they get their money. Joe
Waller has been singled out for special treatment. For­
merly active in SNCC, he-was responsible for founding
JOMO. In addition to arrest on several minor charges,
Waller has been convicted 'of grand larceny. In 1966,
he wr.ote letters to the city protesting a mural in city
hall. It showed two black minstrels, grotesquely drawn.
During a protest marclt about the mural, Waller and
several others forcibly removed it. Waller was arrest­
ed by the city for -destroy,ing public property and he
served, in the end, 'more than the 180 day sentence.

Later, the ,state charged.,him with grand larceny of
the mural. He was convicted and sentenced to five years
in the state ~nitentiary. He is appealing to the U.S.
Supreme Court claiming the second trial was double
;jeopardy;, and that he was denied access to his pre-
sentence investigation., .

JOMO hopes· ,to ,become a state-wide organization.
It has·contacts in Cocoa Beac~, Jacksonville and Miami.
In Gainesville, "a JOMO organization was recently ,
started. Both local people and st. Petersburg organiz-:
ers are involved. Carol Thomas, a white woman who
has been active in the Gainesville movementfor years,
is a staunch supporter ~ The JOMO program in Gaines­
ville is similar to the one in st. Petersburg. Charles
Fullwood, 19, is the prime minister. Sfreetpatrolsare
being orginized' to protect the ghetto from the police
and eliminate dope peddlers. Discipline and respons­
ibility are important parts of the group's code.

. A typical case protested by Gainesville JOMO was
the murder of Walter Spann by police during an arrest
for breaking and entering. He was unarmed. Another
man, George Baker, who was with Spann, has been
charged with murder. Under Florida law, he can be
held responsible. for the death of an accomplice at the
hands of police, since he was allegedly involved in a
felony.

An observer in st. Petersburg commentedJ "In an­
other year, JOMO may be THE black organization
here. st. Petersburg is the city that ran the Job Corps
out of town. The business community has refused help
to the jobless. There's nowhere else for people to go."
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