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Defend The National 
Sovereignty of Pakistan

In March of this year, 
disorder broke out in East 
Pakistan* Supported mainly 
by China, President Yahya 
Khan and the Pakistani Gov
ernment took effective measures 
to put an end to the distur
bances* The disorder or the 
so-called "revolt" was insti
gated by the Indian Government 
in close collaboration with 
the U.S* Imperialists and the 
Soviet Union social-imperial
ists* This was done in total 
disregard of the repeated pro
tests of the Pakistani Govern
ment against interference by 
India or any other countries, 
in their internal affairs.

In order to clearly under
stand the recent disturbances 
in Pakistan and all the con
fusions that have developed 
around it, we must ask our
selves some very relevant and 
revealing questions on the sub
ject*

First of all, where is 
Pakistan and what political 
importance does its location 
have? Pakistan is an Islamic 
country located in south Asia* 
Hostile India divides it into 
two parts, East and West Pak
istan* India is a Hindu coun
try located at the southern 
most tip of Asia. Both coun
tries have been traditional, 
religious rivals for a long 
time* Ever since the British 
imperialists partitioned the 
two countries in August 1947, 
there have been many bloody 
battles*

Both Pakistan and India 
form a large frontier along 
the southwest boundary of Chi
na and are seen by the U*S* 
Imperialists as of strategic 
military importance* The im
perialists have been attempt
ing to get military bases a- 
long China*s border for years* 
This was the primary reason 
for the Korean conflict, the 
war in Southeast Asia and now 
the bloodshed in Pakistan*
To get these military bases 
is one of the main reasons 
why they have financially sup
ported both governments* In 
return, both governments have 
catered to the U*S* Imperial
ists. It is worth noting 
that Pakistan was at one time 
a member of SEATO (Southeast 
Asia Treaty Organization) and 
CENTO (Central Treaty Organi
zation), two anti-communist 
alliances formed and controlled 
by the U.S* Imperialists*

Then, why is it that Pak
istan's main support is now 
Communist China and why have 
the U*S* Imperialists shifted 
most of their support to In
dia? In early September 1965, 
an 18 year old boundary dis
pute between Pakistan and In
dia over the states of Jammu 
and Kashmir, turned into war, 
which lasted three weeks.
The U.S* Imperialists found 
themselves in a dilemma when 
the weaker Pakistani govern

ment turned to them for con
tinued financial support and 
for the use of U*S* supplied 
tanks against India* Because 
of their many investments in 
India and India's much longer 
border frontier on China, the 
U.S. Imperialists refused and 
asked the two alliances, SEATO 
and CENTO to do the same.
So the Pakistani Government 
had no one else to turn to 
except China* China, of course 
course, responded with support. 
Although the Pakistani Govern
ment has maintained a "friends, 
not master" relationship with 
the U*S*, it has also adopted 
a policy of neutrality and 
friendship to China.

Now, what were the social 
conditions that gave rise to 
the recent disturbances in 
East Pakistan and why did the 
U.S. imperialists, through 
India, try to take advantage 
of this? Under the leadership 
of former President Ayub 
Kahn, Pakistan grew economi
cally but this wealth never 
reached the majority of Pak
istan's ever-increasing pop
ulation. The living condi
tions were very poor and still 
sure* Because East Pakistan is 
much smaller in area (land) 
and much larger in population 
than West Pakistan, the con
ditions there are even worse* 
Because of the increasing so
cial problems, in 1969, the 
aged Ayub Kahn resigned from the 
presidency in favor of Gener
al Yahya Khan, but conditions 
still remained the same*

Instead of allowing the 
Pakistani people to deal with 
their own internal affairs, 
now the Indian Intervention
ists backed by the U*S* Im
perialists, have interfered 
in an attempt to take advan
tage of the situation and 
thereby regain control of 
Pakistan*

Exactly what position 
did the Soviet Revisionists 
or Social-Imperialists take 
during the disturbances? The 
social-imperialists of the 
Soviet Union worked in close 
coordination with both the 
U.S* Imperialists and the 
Indian Interventionists against

Pakistan. In Peking Review 
#16, 1971, it was pointed out 
that, "The U.S. State Depart
ment issued a statement in an 
effort to poke its nose into 
Pakistan's internal affairs, 
while the Soviet Government 
acted more blatantly. In his 
message to President Yahya 
Khan, President of the Presid
ium of the Supreme Soviet 
of the U*S*S*R*, Podgorny, 
makes no mention of the Indian 
reactionaries' threat to Pak
istan but on the contrary, 
impudently criticized the Pak
istan Government. They posed 
themselves as 'friends' and 
hypocritically expressed con
cern for 'the interest of the 
••.people of Pakistan.* As 
known to all, if the indepen
dence, sovereignty, unifica
tion and territorial integrity 
of a country are encroached u- 
pon, then what is left of the 
interests of the people?! 
Judging by what had been done 
by the Soviet Union in Czech
oslovakia, it is not hard to 
see what the Soviet leadership 
supports, what it opposes, and 
on whose side after all it 
stands."

What position did China 
take? The Chinese Government 
and people supported and stated 
that they will as always, re
solutely support the Pakistan 
Government and people in their 
just struggle for safeguarding 
national independence and state 
sovereignty and against foreign 
aggression and interference.
The Chinese people always take 
a clear anti-imperialist posi
tion.

Finally, what is the po
sition of the "Left" and what 
is the position of the Commun
ist League? Most of the so- 
called "Left", including the 
Trotskyites and the revision
ists (Communist Party U.S.A.) 
have sided with imperialism. 
How? By supporting a reaction
ary and imperialist instigated 
"national movement". Not all 
national movements are progres
sive. As Comrade Stalin points 
out in The National Question. 
"This of1 course does not mean 
that the proletariat must sup
port every national movement, 
everywhere and always, in ev
ery single, concrete instance. 
The point is that support must 
be given to those national 
movements which tend to weaken 
imperialism and bring about the 
overthrow of imperialism, and 
not to strengthen and preserve 
it. Cases occur when the na
tional movements in certain 
oppressed countries come into 
conflict with the interests 
of the development of the pro
letarian movement* In such 
cases, of course, support of 
entirely out of the question. 
The rights of nations are not 
an isolated and self-contained 
question, but part of the gen
eral question of the proletar-

(cont. on p.ll)
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New York: Vanguard of Urban Decay
We've all heard of the 

"housing crisis”, the "inner 
city", the "decay of the cit
ies", and so on. And it's 
true. Any working man or wo
man who lives in a city in the 
U.S.-especially the big, cen
tralized eastern cities-knows 
that it's like living in hell. 
New York is in the vanguard of 
cities as far as decay, rot
tenness and miserable living 
conditions are concerned. Re
cently Governor Rockefeller 
and his flunkeys decided to"do 
something” about New York*s 
housing problem. What did 
they do? They abolished rent 
control, the last protection 
that tenants (mostly workers 
and some middle class elements) 
had from the endless greed of 
the landlords and banks.

As of Julyil, 1.3 million 
rent controlled apartments 
were "de-eontrolled". This 
means that when a tenant moves 
out of a controlled apartment, 
the landlord can raise the 
rent any amount he wants. In 
the month of June, according 
to the NY Times, complaints of 
landlords harassing tenants 
(to get them to move) rose 
400%. Rockefeller claims that 
landlords who hair ass tenants 
will be delt with harshly by 
an impartial board who will 
deal with tenants* complaints. 
Who's on this board? Land-j 
lords, of course!

Such is the capitalist 
imperialist response (Rocke
feller & Co.) to the "housing 
crisis" in a time of all a- 
round crisis, when U.S. imper
ialism is being threatened and 
kicked out of nations around 
the world, from Canada to Viet
nam. Such is their solution- 
squeeze us harder, make us 
pay for their declining pro
fits, make us bear the burden 
of the economic and social 
decay that they and their sys

tem created. If somebody's 
going to suffer we can be sure 
it will be us. Rockefeller & 
Co. have already gone to "the 
shore" for the summer.

For the working class the 
"housing crisis" means smaller, 
older, more rat-infested, mis
erable housing, all at sky
rocketing rents. The "housing 
crisis" is part of capitalist 
society and it will never be 
solved until capitalism is 
wiped out. It's obvious, why. 
For over a hundred years poor, 
starved workers have poured 
into the cities in search of 
jobs. They've come from Eur
ope, the Negro Nation, the Mid
dle West of the U.S., from 
Puerto Rico, the West Indies, 
from Mexico, etc. Do the im
perialists, who starve people 
off the land, from the colo
nies and agricultural areas in
to the cities, care about de
cent housing for their wage 
slaves. Of course not! If 
they can break a two-family 
tenament into 10 apartments, 
and get 10 rents instead of 2, 
thats fine with them. And in 
New York this has been their 
solution in the past, squeeze 
more people into less space.

But this solution has 
created problems for the im
perialists. Crowding poor 
workers, mainly black and brown 
workers, among the most revolu
tionary in the working class, 
into ghettos has created the 
"inner city”, a keg of dyna
mite that has already exploded, 
in Watts (1965), Newark (1967), 
Detroit (1968), and Chattan
ooga (1971). The bourgeoisie 
of this country from the may
ors to President Nixon, to 
Rockefeller & Co., when they're 
resting up at "the shore", 
have nightmares about the re
volutionary upsurge rising in 
cities across the U.S.

Chicanos Cfrom p.3) I Pakistan (from p.9)
That is, we must have a real 
communist party, guided and di
sciplined by the Marxist-Len- 
inist scientific theory of re
volution. We can learn from 
Mao Tse-tung Thought to move 
the struggle of the Chicano 
people and the whole working 
class another step forward:

"A well-disciplined party 
armed with the theory of Marx
ism-Leninism, using the method 
of self-criticism and linked 
with the masses of the people; 
an army under the leadership 
of such a party; a united front 
of all revolutionary classes 
and all revolutionary groups 
under the leadership of such 
a party— these are the three 
main weapons with which. 
we will defeat the enemy!

REGIONAL AUTONOMY FOR MEXICANS 
AND MEXICAN-AMERICANS IN THE 

SOUTHWEST!!
BUILD A COMMUNIST PARTY!!

ian revolution, a part which 
is subordinate to the whole 
and which must be dealt with 
from the point of view of the 
whole."

In this case the imperi
alists are clearly attempting 
to break up Pakistan so they 
can control it and establish 
bases along the border of the 
People's Republic of China.
It is clearly an attack against 
socialism to aid imperialism.

The Communist League 
strongly supports the correct 
position put forth so well by 
Comrade Stalin. We fully sup
port the position that China 
has taken on Pakistan. That 
is to say, we will always reso
lutely support any movement 
that serves to weaken imperial
ism and bring about its over
throw and resolutely oppose any 
movement that serves to streng
then and preserve it!

Therefore they're looking 
for another answer. Recently, 
(US News and World Report) Da
vid Rockefeller, Nelson's bro
ther and president of Chase 
Manhattan Bank, put forth a new 
plan to solve the problem of 
the cities. It's a "redevelop
ment plan" for housing. First 
the government would pay for a 
private bank to set up a "com
munity redevelopment program". 
That is, the government uses 
our tax money to guarantee the 
bank their profit. Then this 
baulk loans money to private de
velopers who build new housing 
(either in the cities on in new 
locations), bring in planned 
industries to fit, and control 
the whole community. The de- 
velopers will havepower to 
create city governments (and 
police forces, courts, etc.). 
Knowing how city governments o- 
perate now, you don't have to 
be a genius to guess whose in
terests these new governments 
will serve, you or Rockefeller.

As opposed to the capit
alist "solution” to "urban de
cay" and the "housing crisis", 
our solution can only be like 
that of the Vietnamese, revo
lution. The real solution lies 
in the destruction of capital
ism and the building of social
ism. Only when profits are not 
tne motive force will society 
be able to plan for the needs 
of working people. Only where 
the working class is in control 
can enough decent housing be 
produced. Compare the old, de
teriorating housing of our cit
ies with Socialist Albania, 
where since 1945, over 50% of 
the present population have 
new housing!

The revolutionary upsurge 
and the fightback against bad 
housing must be linked. Revo
lutionaries must join up with 
the masses in their fight a- 
gainst poor housing. We must 
make it clear that the problem 
lies in the economic system 
and that the solution is to 
fight for socialism and the 
rule of the working class.

FIGHT FOR DECENT HOUSING:
FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM!!

FOR FURTHER INFORMA
TION ABOUT THE COM
MUNIST LEAGUE OR PEO
PLE'S TRIBUNE WRITE:

P.0. Box 3892 
Merchandise Mart 
Chicago, 111. 60654

P.0. Box 72306 
Watts Station 
Los Angeles, Cal.

P.0. Box 170
Times Plaza Station
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11217

P.O. Box 24241 
Bayview Station 
San Francisco, Cal.
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