Auggst128, 1970
Dear Comrries:

"Cnly waen subjectivierm is ovorthrom can the tr1th of Marxlsm-
Leninism provail, can party spirit be strergthened; can the revol-
ution be victorious, We tusgt nasert that the absence of o scienti-
flc-aktitnde, that is, the absence of the Korxlst-Leniniet apnrosch
of uniting thenry and prnactics, meane that party spirit is elther
aksent or deficient,” [Mro Tse-Tung: Refnrﬁ Our gtudiy)

s

In my annlysls, I believe that subjectivisn not only j ermentes the

ensire structire of the CCL, but rermains firaly rooted in its foun-

dation, This 18 the basls for tha contradictions in the Lesgue,

end also the ey link in thelr inter-relationship. Truth is the

ensny of esubjectiviem, and secterinnisen its-closest o2lly. Moo =aid,
"To combat gubjectivisy we nust prorrgate matericlisr and dialectics.”

In:nrr”“t rrnctice gtems from on incorrect methed of thinkinz, In
terma of philosophr, ths yrinciral contradiction within the Leagus,
the one lenst discussged by conrrdes, 1g netanhysics versus dialectics,
All communist organizstionh contain the contradiction between meta-
rhyveics and dinslectics, but within the CCL the principal asrect is
netarhyslics, It is only when thils contradiction is firmly grasped
that others be golved,

A metaphrelcal aprroach is incapable of linkians theory and practice.
48 o Tse-Tung has seoild, "There is o muddled iden ameng meny com-
rades about *linking® thsory -nd practice, a phrase they have on
Thelr lings every day. They +“1k constantly about 'linking® but
acvuelly they mean ‘separeting,? bhecause thoy rizke no effort at
inking?.® A coaﬂvr+e gXe ﬁi@ of such rractice is thet concerning
unlted front ond cormunist work within the lLenpue., Very early in

ny practice with the Leﬁgue I iriticted o discussion iv ry collective
around why there wag alongt total emrhesis pleced on united fronk
mork whtlo cormunlst work was either neglected or seeningly qvcided.
This practice, becruse it nlaces united work strategleally, does not
corresmond with the Leazue’s immediste tesk: to drow out tne advanced
e“orer‘v for liarxist-Lenirist classcs towsrd the huilding of = porty.
Therefore, In theory united front is tactical but ir rractice it ia
stratazic. '

The united front line repressnts the least ooﬂ“Oﬂ ﬂO“O““ﬁ“tO“ in our
work, It arpeals basicnlly to the interrediate worke Such wori

hag its rlace in =2 co““nniﬁt orgﬁ"iZﬂtLot but qucT“LIV rust come
after congiderable in e have bgoen made anongst the nost advanced.,
®ren then such work “u?t remain tactical rather then strategic and

in all genuine united fronts, thet i, united fronts enterad into
with other groups, there must be both "unity ~nd g*ruggle.” e

mst never confuse ths rtruggle arcund the workers! immediate needs,
which is necessary and legitimabte, with the notion of a "united front
line.® To treat the guestion Oth"”ﬂi“*, aa does the League, is right
oprortunism pure and simple, In effect, it reons the Lessgue carries
out a two=stoge theory of th ﬁWﬂrihén ravolution 2nd slevated the
unlted front® to a strabtsgy in the rrecsent stage of work,
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The auestion reraine? unsottled until a fev weeks later when our
collectiva received o directive from the central committes to re-
organize our sectlons 82 trat commanlst work is nring Many of
the same argunents hed sivea (thouzh ny crisici ag hava deepened
sincs then) were th r@vﬂﬂqq far the o¥zanizational re-evaluaticn,
but'ir.th1° cnse tha conrndes were in full egreeueﬂ+ and thought it

wag ccrrect, Or d they?
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Tima now hag elapged since the directive wos Amrletented throughout
tha Lecgue. The results heve clearly shovn in the nowsoaper, and
rocently Zistributed leaflcts, that the proble in the Loague does
not lie in the nced to make "communist work™ rimnryg tut setually
the icaﬂﬁrshiﬁ foea not eveh anpenr tolunderstand these concerts.
Why else c¢on go-called conrunist lecflets be writteon snd distributed
that diffar f“d* anti-immerialist protagandsa only din that *CCL” is
addad at the botton, A zond exnorple 1g the most recent lenflet on
the Chicano Morntoriur, 'In no way dees it attemrt Lo exrlnin how
gocinlism is inm the interssts of the werking clega. [fnd with regard
to the united Tfront, 1t 18 »n sxemple of “a2ll unity =and no otruﬁﬂle.
It simply ondorses w~ﬂ109“10 tho Fnhcfno Nrr O“ih“

It was Cqm“ﬂﬂ. Telésn' th aaid, ®T've never bﬁ;oro fleen ~n orznnizZa-
tion with such <}1rit thﬁb comredes earry out tassks without fully
undaretanding them,” From .this statement alons we can sae that the
Trnck of comruniet training of cadre at all levels in the Lemzus is

no ﬂcclﬁ“nu. “Thie statenent, nlus the different attitude Gisplayed
Whena the subject of united ;rott work was initiated by 2 higher body

brianzs us to another contradiction: alovishnaess versus self-relience,
Conmrade Stalin hes said, "Ths strong point of the new cqﬁrcs 1g That

they are acutely sensltive to what is new and are thorefore enthus--
joatic and active to s high degrec-- The very qualities which some
of the old cadres 1lack.” Chalrnsn Moo sums it up-this way, - *Codres,
new and 218, should resnact each other, lesrm from each other and
overcome +Loir chorteoninzs by lesrming from.esach other’s strong
rointa, 81 £2 o unité as one in the counon cause and guard againgt
scctorinn tendonciea.” I héave seen in =y experlencs vwith the League
strons sectarion tendencies in ﬂralixg with comrsden who qtru"””o at
1ownar levelg: and Comrede Nelsm's stoteront, degeribing how comradas
bliW”“y follow instructione; is encouraging n\uhﬁn more then pure
°nd aivrle glavishness. Cholrman Moo puts forth tﬂ&t "Communisats
rmuat 2luwars go into the whrs nnd whereforss of .fvuhihg uste their
own hesds (kwl -rml‘ﬁrcc) cnd enrefully +hirk over whethar it corres-
ronis to reality and 1s reslly well founded (~nalyze); on no ﬁCCﬁhﬂ+
should they falle.olinﬂly and enecournse 8 “viunﬁro i

approximately three to four weska nricr to thae smouncenent of mm
ideological rectification camnaign to be tniti” ed, I hed waged o
strugele in ~y collective around the gusstion of i1dsologicrl wenknass
that I felt was the hagsis for allowing the unn’on develorrment of
cedre in the Lergue to g0 urchscked., Fron the cutset of fthe Jis-
cusgion 1t was evident tant ths comrades had engaged in very little
discussion before cround the significenca of the Great Proletarimm
Cultursl Revolution of Chira, The u“ﬁoﬂcv to gresp the Leschings of
Mao, on deerening our idsologicel unierstonding, was clearly deron-
strated in the results of this ohe discussion. . ' oL
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The corraless cold not gee the Imrortaencs of idaology: thnt it is
the key linking theory =nd rractice., The argurnent put forth by the
collective wns, "Marx formulated theory; Lenin formulated rolitics:
fnd VMoo daveloned ideolozy.” These historical roriohs were discussed
£8 saperate entitles with different desrecs of impor “ﬁc;,B instesd
of scéina thelr noccasgary inte r’elﬂtiHHChir The comrades, in seop=-
arating these three essentinl ingredients for revolution, nrs:uad
that we must focus our attention on tkpﬂrf and rolitics, plecing
idenlngy second. At 1ts worst ideology was narrovly idrﬂuifleu with
"insriraticnal literature,” pdlitics with crude orﬂ“11¢”*iﬂn“1
manauvers and theory with a finished set of 1deas w 1ch bezins mwith
Ferx, ends with Lenlin and is arvlied with Stalin. This C”“lcﬁturb
of scientific concerts obacuras anl ﬁﬂni,” thav Earx*Sn—uoninicl

has been brousgit to an 93+1rolv new level with Mao Tee-Tung Thought.
Iﬂ Ylogy 1is our fundrnentel scientific world outlook developed first
end forenost by Marx., Thgory is the body of prorositions tested and
verified in practice which is= ﬁ"er-ﬂr0W1r” end which has been ndded
to by Marx, Lenin and Faog to a grsafer dogree, by these three men,
than anyone =lse, And "polities,” Af it nezns rmything 15 the
science of the class struszsls of the rroletariat which all Marxists
have engnged in, Ideology should never he sean as “pLep nills” to
csubstitute for unsatisfactory practice., It is essential to racognize
. the gelentific cheracter of NMao's writings as the source of their
inspirational quality.

£

stand why the League makes the error of not fully grosring
nee QP the Culturcl Revolution of China, 1t is necessary to
give a short anslysis of the historical develorment of Maryisnm.

Farz anl Engels lived during the stage of the develorment of copltal-
isn., Through stuiyinz the lavs of ceritalisnm they formlated a means
for which the torkin@ claoss could ovartn» W the opr ress ive syaten,
These views narked the ers of Marxis

enin lived in the era of imrerinlist wars and socisl Tnvolubions,
He devalored ;ﬂrxi sn to .a higher atage By ﬂ““T“ln“ i1t to the ckhanged
ondaltions of his tinme, Dc mite the hendican of revislonism, that
roduced itself in this era, Lenin successfully led the neonle in
olution that establiched the first ujciﬂliuu state, enin, in
forring theory into nractice, raised Narxisn to the era of Marx
eninian,
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After only a few yesrs into the revolut ion Lenin died and now it was
up to Stalin te carry on this scientific eriment without histori-
cal €X“CT1“HCP tno nrevent rﬁho°+iqg nast ”1ﬂtﬁke” 3talin was not
only the first to =prly the concert of socinlism in one co untry, but
he was o ridneer, responsiblc for the develorment of the first workers®
soclety. Hls ideas, derived from the theory of I Ynrxism-Leninism, had
not yet beon tested through social proactics: therefﬁre, O“ﬁortuni te
such =8 Kruschev were akle to worn their way into the rarty, ind not
only did they deccive the CPSU as to which class they really rerre-
sented, but successfully 1nltiﬁtmd and echieved counter-revolution.

The Chinese were not focled by the attempts of the bourgenisie to
undermine the significance of Stolin’s contribution o Marxlism, Their
interests lay in sumning up the exrerience of the Sovict Unilon, thus
advancing the quruggle for socialisn.
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was precisely due to the experience of the Soviet Unior e er-
t P isely due to the experience of the Soviet Union, to the er
rors as well as the achievenents, that was resnonsible to a great
degree, for developing Varxigm-Leniniem to & higher stagss Marxlsm-
Leninicsm=l¥aoc Tse-Tung Thought,

In their atudy of this era, the Chinese discovered that the main inter-
nal weokness was due to over emphasis placed on the development of the
cconoric base while not recognizine in theory that clesses and class
struzgle continue under the dictatorship of the proloteriat end under
socialism for a2 long historical period. While the entlre country of
Russila was prenccupied with socislist proluction, the superstructure
vag not traneformed and not transformed correctly, enabling opnortunism
to congolidate 1tself znd eventuelly take over.

Chairmen Man gaye, "It (materialist dieslectics) holds that extesrnal
cruana aras the condition of change and internal causas ere the hasis
fer change,” In. applying this knowledge to the actual clrcumstancces at
the time in the Soviet Union, we will obhjectively want to look to
Stalin, not to cheracterize him =8 sora immortal human, incepable of
crror; but inastead to open our nminds and investigete just whers it was
that these errors of Stalin were made that ollowed the internal con-
ditions to weaken., Moo has srid on the subject, "You can’t solve a
probler? Jell, get down and investigate the prescnt frocts and its

pcst history! Jhen you have investigated the pnroblem thoroushly, you
will know how tn golve it. Coaclusginons invariably come after investi-
cgation, and not before., Cnly & blececkhoad cudgels his brains on his own,
or together with a group, tn "find a =olution” or %evolve an idea®
withnut meliing any investization., It must be satressed that this cannnt
pessibly lecd to sny effective solution or 2ny good idsea.” (Oppnac
Book Wership) But the League renufiates thig enalysis in theocry and
practice. Qutside the collective to critically anelyze 8talin would be
to.rinlate centralism: inwicde the c¢nllective to criticelly analyze
Stalin would be to tnke an anti-lorxist position, Thercfore, the
League’s line »n the errore of Stolin iss; Cormracdes cannot discuss the
errors of Stalin internally (defined as an "antiliarxist position®),
comrndes cannot discuas tho errors of Stalin externally (defined as
"attncking” 3talin and a violatinon of democratic centralisn): therefore,
one might. eonclude that 1t is forbldden to criticelly cnalyzel

The moat important place to discuss the corrors of 3talin ie among the
workare, The prolebtariat won’t he fooled by simply evading the ques-
tion. "The venlth of soclety is created by the workers, peasants and
working intellectuals, If they trke thelr destiny into their own hands,
follovr a Narxist-Leniniet line ard take an active attitude in solving
rroblers Instead of evading them, there will be no difficulty in tha
world which thery cannot .overcome,” (Mao: Quotations from Moo Tse-Tung
P. 198) Corrunists must ke praopared for such questione fro~ avong tne
peonle: but an organization that refuses to discuss a particular
question organizationally, will certainly not be able to honestly
deal with these contradictions among the people. To atitack Stalin is
to attack the working class; but critically analyze hinm is a servico
to the working class--and the duty of communists, i

It is also srgued that the

reagseon we don't criticize Stalin is becnuse
the bourgeoisic does. (Ig tha

t reason enough to not criticize oursclves
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as cormuniste--bacauge the hourseeisie Aoes?) Ve a8 Marxists<Lenin-
jeta underst .nu'nnd use criticism in a pogitive vays contrary to the
negative definition of the rulines classg, Cormfunlsts welcome 1t--for
without it an orgonizi timnfwill stommnrte and die., *The Communist Farty
cneg not fear C“itib‘ ~ .bacsuse ¥We 2re Marzists, the truth is on our
glde, and the baglc nasses, the worikers anc ponarnts, ere om our side, ™
(Tno* Pua r*ionv from Nao Tee-Tung p.:258)n- 4

ahould kelp the masses o realize that we represent their inter-

g, that our lives are intimately bound up with thsirs, We should. -
p them to procesd from thess things to an understanc 1n" of the nigher
ks which we have put forward, the tssks of the revolutionsry war,
thet thoy will suprnort the ravelution,and snregd it throughout the
country, respondi to our nolitical apresla and ficht to the end for
victory in the rrvalutﬁ,n. {(Man Tse-Tung: Some Queations Concerning
Methods of Leadershin) - '

The Chinesa leoarned “Fis laesaon well: for after seventeen yenra into
the new doriceratic and the socialist revolutions it was found out that:
in ordecr to promote hvﬁunlen.it wao necosgary to grasp revolution in
tho course of initintion the cultural revolution. ““ﬁ said, "Although
in the general 50vl?hfeﬂu of things the naterial deberm 1nes the mental,
the socinl beinz detormines socinrl conscious ness, yet we also, and in-
ceed we muat, reccognize the reaction of mentel on naterial things, .

of tho socia 1 ‘consclousness on sncial belng, of the surerstructure.

on the_ecanﬁaic bagse, " s -

Eventually the cultura 1 rovolut*rn lei\tn an unrrOCﬂﬂﬂ“teﬂ uraurge

in prod*ot*un dize to thes heighteninz of ociuliqt enthusiaer, As Lin

Iia ays, “Thia wide diqan“iﬂq+*ﬁﬂ nf Ma Tee-Tunz Thouznt.in o bilg .

Cﬁuqtvy wiun a population of 700 million *f Tthe most aignificant

cchiavement of the freat Praleterian Cultursl Revoluilion.” (Bephrt to .

TFe nintn porty Conzrcss) This 1 -directly the opposite to the Lecguc’'s
€SoLuUtinn on the dictetorahip the prole*“**nt waich, urholding

machanical materinlian states: I“"t important: they have mede a century
f tochnological 'nd Arndus triﬂl TroZress in tuo decades,” (Draft Pro-
osnl for Yerger of MLWA and CCL, Feb, :1370) o

It ie hers that ve sec that the Lenque continuas to moke the sane error
that Stalin 3d13: that.is, the error of the productive forccs, Stalin led
the Soviat Union in- qnciﬁliot nroduction, at its time £o A degree un-.
rrecedented in history, but he failaed to sufficiently grasp the need.
to recognize the remction of the superstructurse on tne econcnic t“uh

The lessons that have been drawn fror the tragedy of. the restoratiﬁn
of carital in the Soviet Unioa have greatly CQntributcd“tn the develw-
opnent of the world socialist ~ovensnt as -~ negntive examvle, The ex-~
perlience, ﬂﬂ*“ﬂ*iZaﬂ, 108 Led Lo the formuls tinn by +he Chinese of the
necassary key to wictorious revolution; understanding, ridding our
rangs, ~nd eventually destroying all remnants of the e ieny whn attacks
fron mitn*n, revisionissn, This ey, finding the metho? tnh rmobilize the
massaes, highly developed by Moo Tse-Tung, is what brings us to the era
of Marxisn-Leninisn-Mao Tae-Tung Thought, '
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The ﬂuccepk of the Chinere, in repudiating revisionlsm and the erroneous
economiat theory of the productive forces, wns due to their Vn rxist-
Leninist approsch in aﬁnlyz¢ng the revohutionary period in Russia,
The CCL has not made a scientific analysis of this periodo and any nt-
tempts tc do =o (seek the truth) is nprﬂcterized as being; "anti-. '
Stalin™, "anti-working class”, or the most popular, Trotqkyism”. For
the Leazue, or anyone, to chnracterize his errors--is to discredit
tho renl grentness of his lerdership and to distort ths ﬂcinntific
princivies of Marrism-Leninism. The League tTies ©o copy Stalin's
strengthe and his wenknessess to mechanically copy his strengths is to
raduce them to o caricatures to copy uncritically hiﬂ'ﬁrrars reminds
ma of lMarx's remark that history often repeats itself, "The first time
is tr;*ﬁdy* the oecond is farce.” (Eizhiteenth Brumulre of Louiq Bona-
rte

*"Tg oppose the subjectivist, one-sided “pprowch to problems, we must
demolish dogmatist qubj,ctivoncqq and one~gidednese.” (Mao Tae-Tungs
Rnctify the Prrty's 8tyle of Work) Dogmatism exists to o serious ex-
tent within the CCL., This is not a charscteristic of the League that
the comrades ars unawarce of, Quite the contrary, for when on occasion
I have criticized thls tendency, the comrades werc quick to remind me
that dogmatism 1s a positive quallty; one that Marxists should strive
fort It wos Stalin, ot The 5th Congrass of the Bolshevik Farty held
in Fetrograd, July 26 to Aug. 3, 1917, that said, "There is dogmatic
Marzism and creative Marxism., I stand by the letter.” An example:

(This oxamnls will attempt to illustrate now all the manifestotions
of suogcct%vamm, that exist in the League, can be found in the analysis
of just one discussion,)

Recently, after the YCL* conference, a group of five comr~des and four
contnecte got toether. Tn discusasing the events of the evening there was
mention of o person who had “gplit™ from the YCL., Thils person was refer-
red to by one of the comrades as a "blond bastard”,
(1. dogmatism versus Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tee-Tung Though )

{8, ckar ~cTeriznfion versus scientific analyais) _
My Tresponse to such chnuvinism, wWos that This was not a communist at-
titude, I expla i“nd Thet we must concern ourselves and not see our vicws
n8 fixed und final for all time, With the only necessary tool HMarxist-
Leninism-Mao Tse-Tung Thought, e don’t have to resort to HSTQ cailing”.
"We are Marx etmg ond Merxism teaches that in our approsch to a problem
we ghould start from objective facts, not from abstract definitions,
and that we should dervie our guiding principles, policies nnd measures
‘from anslysis of these facta.,” (Moo Tese-Tungs Talks at the Yenan Forunm
on Literature and Art) i

(be. slavishness versus self-relisnce)
I gquestioned the comrades if they hrd eacn investigated exnctly what
these differences areg they cxplﬂinﬁd that on the basis that these
people had “eplit? from the ICL, wes sufficient. proof that they are
traitors to the working clisaes, They did not ~gree that their coneclus-
ion was based on herssay, which 1g = mere subatitute for the truth,

% (Editor’s note: YCL is ‘the abbreviation for Younﬂ'Communiqt Loqgue.
Also, CCL = California Communist Leaguec - was formerly the name for
the CL, or Communist League)



"To behave like ’'a b1ind”ol?4 man c¢atching eparrows?®, .to be crude and
Cﬁrmloqsg to indulge in verbingoe, to rost content with a Sm”tt““lﬂg of
owledgs~--such 18 the extrcmely bad style of work that still exis
'monﬂ many coéomrades in our Party, o style utterly opposed to the fun-
domental epirit of Morxism-Leninism, liarxzx, Engels, Lenin and Stelin
heve tought us that 1t is necessary to study conditions conscientiously
gnd to proceed from objective reallity and not from subjective wishes;
but meny of our comrades act in direct violation .of this truth., (Mao;
Quotations from Meao Tse-Tung n932) Chrirman ¥aos has instructed us!
*Unified discinline is 2 necessary conditicn for victory »f the revol-
ution.” Sharp clegs' struzgle enables the proletariat tc”underatand
that nnlv with strict orgenizationn 1 discipline is 1t possiblz to
form a reqoluuo ond powerful contingsnt which will advance in step and
vhich. has o unified will., Only witn Utrinu organizational discipline
- 1g 1t posaible to ensure the carrying out of tae-political 1linz, to
" enncentratec the force of the proletariat on a common target of attack
- and to defent o mighty eneny. When we oppose slavishness, we do not
“oppose at all subordination to Farfy orzanizational disciplins, On the
contrary, Our intention is to strengthen the rec v_iuuirnﬂ“y organizat-
ional di°C1plin° of the proletariat. {FPassage from: "Down with Slavish-
nesss Strictly Observe Proletarinon ROVOlutionar" Diqcipline“° Dokin*
Review Vbl t0 Yo 27 June 30, 1QL?)

RN ¥ nttﬂca veraus ﬂVthﬂLm )
‘Thz comrades cipressec conat even though tbey had not 1nv‘mti~“tod all
sides, th(t 1t wea definitely “cn attack on the CCL which is an atback
ont the workinz class”. The conrades praferred this slavish 2pproach
rather thmn, "If we have shortcomings, we ere not afraid to have then
rointed out and critlicizsd, because we serve the penple, Anyone, no mot-
rer who, nay point out our snortcomings, If he is right, we will correct
then. If"‘*‘hF he propeses will benafilt the people, We will act upon
it, {(Mao Tee-Tung; Serve the Peopls Selected lorks Vol. III p 227)
Secondly this teondency to coniuge vhe terms 'atback? and ‘*criticism?
stems from not being able to distinzuish between contradictions anong
the people ond contradictions amons the enery. "Now, there are tuo
different attitudes towards learning from others, .One is the dogmatic.
attitude of +:¢ﬂsplmnt1no evervthing, whether nr not it is suiteldito our
conditions{ Thig is no gond., The other attitude is Lo use ocur heods
and learn those things wnich quit our conditions, that is, tn ebsorb
wha tevor experiecnco is useful to us. That is the attitule we should
sdopt,.” (Meo Tae-Tung: On the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among

tha“Pepnlo,

(a, routin @3 tolling the bell versus revolutionary spirit: dor-
to aCry gglr: ) )
If revolution~ry snirit existed in the League, to the degree of dqr*ng
to strugzle, then the comrades would not eccept blindly that all crit-
icisme of the line are attocin, They would nnt settle for sbatract
definit*o,m, would not De gatisfied with opini~n= of ofthers, but
struggle crduously to be all-zided. The roots of this ideological
Weakr.ess cen be seen in a statement made by Comrade Nelson: "It must
bs understodd bV_all that while we welcore criticism no one will be
gllowed to put thelr paws on the line »f the CCL."™ In esscncs, this
Means thot 'the League Will be. iriencs wWith anyone.as long as we agrees
but ot such tine thﬁt you - qhoulu dis RSTG? with us we will nssume that




you were merely pretending all along to be our friend, while actually
you are en cneny.’

‘Therefore it ie a 'slave-owner’s mentality® that produces lazy dogna-
tists. Iao says that “dognatists are lazybones," For those who solemnly
adhere to -the "unprineiple? peace pnlicy®, they are guaranteed a Tife
that ig "stebilized™, "Sone Gonrades do not like to think much about
difficulties. Bub difficulties are fracts: we must recognize os many
difficulties as there are and should not adopt a ‘policy of non-recog-
nition?, We must recognize Adifficulties, analyze them ond combat then,
There are No Stralgnt roads in the worlds; we must De prepared to roLlow
a road which twists ~nd turns and not try to get things on the cheap.”
(Mao Tse-Tung; On the Chungking Negotlatlons Sclected Works Vol IV

P. 59)

What is perhaps nost disturbind about this incident is the raclal slur
cgainat the person in questiont And since I opposed such a slur as
"blond bastard? (would we attack a Negro with whor we disagreed as =
"Black bestard'?) fron a position generally critical, it was not nec-
essary for the conrades to compound their initial error and all chime
in that he was a Pblond bastard and we?ll stick to it.,” It is a little
difficult to tell here whether it is racism or slavishness ("My CCL
right or wrong”) that is principal in cocusing this approach.

The League talks about idenlogical struggle and encournges the comrades
to struggle, but from what I°'ve secen they wnste no time in implementing
an "isolation campaign® on thogs corrades who dare to strusalei The
results cannot be seen as yet, but such a atyle of work will contribute
nothinzg but harm to the revolution., "The masses have 2 potentially ine
exhaustible enthusiasm for socialism, Those who can only follow the old
routine in a revolutionary period are utterly incapable of seeing this
enthusiasm, They are blind and 21l 18 dark anead of them., At times

they go so far as to confound right ~ndé wrong and turn things upside
down, Haven't Wwe come acrose enougn persons of this type? Those Who
sirply follow the old routine invarinbly uncer-estimate the people’s
enthusiasn., Let something new anpear and they always dlsapporve ond rush
to oppose it, Afterwards, they nave To admit defeal and do a little
geli-criticism, But the next tine something new appears, they go through
the sare process all over agoin, This i1s thelr pattern of behavior

in regerd to anything ond overything new. Such people are always pas-
sive, always fail to move forward ot the critical moment, and always
have to be given o shove in the back before they move o step.” (Mao
Tse=-Tungs The Socialist Upsurge in China's Countryside Chinese edition
Vol, II) The League's tendency to "stand nat”™ and isolate dissidents

ie directly relnted to its tendency to plnce its own unity above the
cless, :

(2., metaphyesics versus dialectics)

(a., unlity, struegle, unity)
"Tdealisn and metephysics are the easiest thinge in the world, because
peorle can talk as much nonsense as they like without basing it on
objective reality or having 1t tested against reality, Matorialism
and dialectics, on the other hand, need effort, They must De based on
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and teéstaed by objective roality. Unlees one ﬂqkos the effort, one is

liable to 8lip into idenlism and metarhysics,.” (Maos Quotations fron
lao Tse-Tung »n. 212) Again we sce that the r?incipﬂl contredictions

serves to lint up 2ll the problers,., I based my discussion thnt even-
ing on the principle of ‘unity, struggle, unity’, and related this
rrinciple to those corrades who decide to leave CCL at this tine over
roliticsl differences. To spply this concept correctly we must under-
stand the veried forces (different organizations) of this period and -
how they correspond historically. Our vnderstanding is that though there
are mony crouns that are presently in cpposition, that as time goes . i+
on-in the struzgle nany of those now in oppdsition will resolve thein-
differcnces and come tosebher. Develapment comes only through trugble°
herafors ve gt have a correct attitude townrd *strugsle’, as 2 et
rogitive nmoving force, That 1s, to begin always with a desire for .
o W'TTJG'EJu“ ‘@ole defl 1n1tion would have one believe that struggle
wags o tool to divide.)s then 5o understand thet throuch strugzling 'a-
ne’ unity will be attoined, Just becsouse the CCL qelf«prchﬁi 18 themgelf
the “most highly a2dvonced Nerxist-Leninist organization in the country”
does not neoke it true. It is true that the "thaory of rany: ce:m‘e:t:'c'-“9
is a revigionist theory and that eventually we must have only 2 &inzgle
rroletarinn center, But to essert tihnt werare the "center™ at a tineé. i
when nuneroveg commuviiet groupings are striving for the cresti-n of a o
partyr, and the theoreticnl level iz ndmittedly 1ou, ig nothing but
"ﬂ““*W group mentalldy? and will not lead to the counoliﬂﬂtlon of n
rroletarian center particularly when there are 0 =nany and 'basic errors.-
in the political linet qo*o proletarian nodesty iq iﬁ rfﬁr here, : =

The. result of thils “et*~h;sicn1 "eenter® theory When comnbined witn tho
"grehtness® of the leadershin lends to a theorat ticq* *umulflc \tion for. .
keening the rank and filec backward.After Tho ConToronce T, Aad b, %%
vere voted to leave, I brﬂﬁght ur the fact in ny ollect1Ve that on

the basig of denmoecracy =nq self-relisnce eoch collective should reckiwe
e copy: of . the paper the X's had written, so that we cen'analyze, crit-:-
icize the gitusation for nurselves, The answer I: recinGd~wns;"“There
are some thinzs thet leadership decides i8¢ best -thatiwe don't &ce."”
I renlied that sunpose the central committee was Wiped out tomorrow,
does that mean the organization would fold up? The leadérship finally
issued a letter throurshout the orzanization though all it centained-was
"the Leazue's side of the story,"#¥ - F"“ﬂnlc after example such os this
can ke relabted to the exncriences »f every conrade, LER ‘

Vil '

Tine and tine “”ﬂin I have tried tn figure out how to_reconcilé the
particular irre concilable contradicticn in the League, To explaine- . .-
the very wey in which these contradictiong, thet I’ve dealt. with '

#Two Leamsue contocts who were expelled from a Leagus con*eren\ - not
for cri+icizing the League line, but for rublighing the! .cri*ﬁciE“”f
publ:cly before discussing it with the 1ead@r°nir.-..-i, - ®ditor’s note.
#*Thie statement (we cannot let it zo by) is an untruth, The X's 2
qtntomenu wag flraet read at the conference, and then passed arouni to
all Leafue menbers alonz with the Leggue's. . ': 'side of the story’.

- BEditor‘'s nobte, ' ' i :
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operate, in turn allow the comrades to dismiss a letter 1lilke this.
Cheirman Tao teaches ug, "Throughout history, new snd correct things
have often failad at the outset to win recogrition from the majority
of the people and hav= held to davelon by twiste and turns in the
gtruzgle. '

Comrades will perhaps say that ?if she was sny cood she would have
fought it throush,” Well, I would gansrelly ezrcse, and on the basgis
of atrurgls belng thr csssnce of revolutionary preoctice, my decigion
had been to ‘stay in’ and struggle., Time went on end my understanding
developed to a higher level on these fundamental differences. These
contradictions on which I wae baging ny criticisms on were merely
nenifestationg nf the resl rprobiem. The real problem, subjoctivien,
18 in the very foundntion that the Lengue wag built on. Therefare if
the menifastatione are found ot the lovwer levels, then tho bagis for
the probtlen end rrincipsl centradiction is deenly entrenched in lead-
crahip. Mv struggle would therefore be with leadershir, because to
resolve thase manlfestations we rust first deal with the basis for them.

Whatover or whorever we aro strurgling rmust be based on an enalysis

of the needs 27 the over-all struggle of the proletarist for soc-
ialiem, Chairman Fao soys; 'Thay (communists) must grasp the prin-
ciple of suberdincting tha neels of the part £o the needs of the whole.
If 2 pronnsal appears feagibla for a pertial situstion but not for

the situstion 2s a whele, then the nort must give way to the whole,
Conversely, if the pronnzal 18 not farasible for part but is feasible
In the light of the situntion as a whrle, ogain the part must zive
vay to the whole.” In ry analysis, £or me to praepsre to spend as wuch
tims ‘0@ necessary to struzsle over tha initiasl vprincirles around

vhich sn orgonizetion 1s formed is not To subordinate the part to the
whole, Therefore, for me to rerain I the CCL while I am conscious
that ny time could be more beneficinl to the working class elsawhers
is 1in essence doing harm o the revolution., "To govern sna's oun
conduct by this styls is to harn oneself, to tench it t» others iz to
hern othors, and t» use it to Jdirect the revolution is to harm the
revolutione To sum up, this sudjectivist methe? which is contrary to
sclence and Marxzism-Leniniem is a formidable enemy of the Com~unist
Farty, the working class, the neonla and the nation: it ig 2 manifest-

ation of impurity in FParty spirit.” (Mao Tse-Tung; 2~form ocur Study)

Lack of expericrce and the fact that I've been 2 Marxist far mly none
year haa been chiefly the cause of a number »of tacticsl errors on ny
part, It is also attribubed to vhy I achieved nnly 1little success in
convincing other comrades of mv idarss,

It wee cormrade Felson thot has geld on mony oceaginng that comredss are
elther "ovinzg toward or away from the Lergue,” If conforminz te that
ennlyels, then I om roving away from tha Loamue, Bub, be?oredl-leaVQ,

I hereby rresent thig letter nf resicnation ~nd my criticiema to the
CL. ¥y real heore in writing this letter 12 that T will be pProven wrong
=-that the corrades will week the truthi! "Blame not the speaker, but

be werned by hie words,?

Comralely, Susen =
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Arpendixs I gove ny resimotion to Comrade A,D. with the request to
FIVe 1T to ry soction leodor. The letiter weg written on the data of
Mugust 28, 1970, tut due to th- hegty circumstances.and my inex-
rerlence I feiled to nela o copy to includa in this letter, Apvparently
lgmoring riy statement of resigantinn the Lescue heg tendered chorges
egalnat me, These charges are printe? in full helow,

Septerber 6, 1970

‘Your setivities since .you've hecn in the Lasgue kove shown thot
t ig your orlniﬂ that the moode, necds, and desires of one individ-
191 ﬂre e 1mportant thahh the CCnanr?cy and centrolist discinline of
g, “171fW1+ rroletarian orgenization- ot leosst when the ‘individusl is
you, Bepecially slesnificant are your constent failures to fulfill ra-

sponeibilitieca, your inobility to kaerp criticisms within the collective
end your hrpoeritical charges of ‘lack of democratic dis Pukuiﬂﬂ in thae

Leasue, Te kn~w that what you mean is that comrades didn’t s rort vou
when you made abstract C“*Llcﬁﬁ‘ﬂ nE 8talin. Ve aluo knnw you nevar
tried to take your pogition to 2 higher body which is the right of
evary League merber, Eecnuse 2f thase facte we hove brought the fol-
1owing charges for erypulgion noainst you., Theso chnrge% will oe heard
Septerber 13, 1970. You are inctructed to te at --'a/5% clock to' defend
Fourself against these chirrges ond show why you shouldn®t be exrelled
"from the Lecgue If you wigh, :

‘- Liat of chaorzes: -
Four vinlations of de~ccratic cﬁltvﬁTiﬂ"°
L. ¥rking criticism of club smd clud le~dar nusside of rqtnbli 1ad
channels, for which you Were criticized and made a pblfmcritioism,
2., Oprosing thae Leogve line outside of the collective snd in front
of gﬁﬁtﬁutug for which you receivedl criticisn and a warning and =made
a. aslf —C?**ic*ﬂf '
. 3 Oprosing tl“ Lengte 1ine and critlcizing the Leazue to a contact
of the Leame. '
4, Telling Learue manbers you heve @ifferen
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outsides of the collective snd in front of e.cnptﬁct

5. Treguent and. habituel nissing of League meatings 1n01Lh1ﬁC
Blitor’s nota: Thore follow o 1list ~f over seven qeetia;u nisgsed)

€. Failure to funetion ng.... (Tiitor’s note: A comittes is
mention er?" ) '

T 11urn to meet responsibilities in - -cormunity worlk,

j=)

i 1:if“llfl‘ cub of communication with elub chairman ond others you
vere agsigned to work with and failing to get in touch when' you were
given nmessages t3 de 8o, .

Je

It 18 frue thet T 411 not attend twe mectings and (rme closs) mentioned,
These meetinre oceurred just one week prior to August 28, end T was
both eonte nleting resigning end nrep-rin~ this lotter. Cue to the fact
thet at the tire I was still » romber, thls pert of tha criticisa’

s corrcct. The othcr .mectings Anclude some ‘that I°ve missed over the
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entire pericd in which I wrg A menber 2nd before my leost week: but

the rest hoave becn added followina my gtatement of resigaation.

The chorzds are not of a politleel nature but stress orzanizational
errors only:. Other then the inmuondo ebout Stalin it is evident that
the League is not interestod in even discussing the political issues,
This is a prine ecxanple of how the Lengue operates, In filing these
charxes over a week after heving received ny statement of resignation,

the Lesgue is clecrly justifying their nolitical position by an
organlzational nmansuver, '
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