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Puerto Rican Liberation
F ighters

In the preceding People * s 
Tribunet we reported that tne 
patriotic revolutionary forces 
in Puerto Rico are being 
houndedt framed, and tried by 
the imperialist courts* Last 
week the courts found the 
Puerto Rican Marxist Leninists 
guilty as charged. What were 
the real charges? The real 
charges were having the cour­
age to fight for the freedom 
and independence of Puerto 
Rico. The real charges were 
that these comrades exposed 
the rotten neo-colonialism, 
the phoney left-wing, and 
the make-believe Communist 
Party of Puerto Rico, who try 
to hide the naked colonial 
oppression of Puerto Rico.
These comrades were indicted 
and convicted only because 
they laid bare the misery, 
oppression and exploitation 
that U.S. imperialism has 
brought to Puerto Rico.

We have received a com­
munication from our comrades,

Convicted
a part of which we want to 
make public. "The trial of 
our six comrades started on 
Feb. 2, 1971. The trial lasted 
for five weeks and during that 
time the colonial press launch­
ed one of the most vicious 
attacks against our comrades. 
From the beginning it was very 
clear that our comrades were 
judged for their political ide­
ology. This was shown by the 
great interest of the corrupt 
imperialist system to convict 
them.

The results of the trial 
were the following: Jose M 
Marti and Antonio Manzano were 
found guilty in regard to ar­
ticle 8— regarding the carry­
ing of a weapon or firearm.
The penalty is from one to 
five years. Jose M.Torres, 
Maria Torres, Luis Rivera,
Juan A. Toledo, Jose M. Marti 
and Antonio Manzana were found 
guilty in regard to article 6—  
the possession of a firearm 
and in '’conspiracy” to over­

throw the legal government i>y 
means of arms and violence."
(We would like to ask, who 
gave the U.S. imperialists the 
legal right to overthrow the 
popular and legal government 
and by what legality is the 
colonial government seated?)

We want to say before the 
whole world, that we, the Com­
munist League, who speak for 
the very best of the U.S. work­
ing class, will stand beside 
our Puerto Rican comrades. We 
are proud to be associated with 
them, because they are associ­
ating themselves with the fi­
nest traditions in the history 
of the Americas.

We call upon the democrats 
and revolutionaries throughout 
the United States and through­
out the world to understand 
the meaning of these trials 
and convictions. We call u- 
pon them to assist the Puerto 
Rican freedom fighters in all 
ways.

Here is an opportunity to 
give real meaning to the idea 
of proletarian internationalism.

WE DEMAND THE FREEDOM AND IN­
DEPENDENCE OF PUERTO RICO!

Self-Criticism of C.L. Program
The Volume II, Number 6 

issue of the Peoples Tribune 
contained a draft program of 
the Communist League. In the 
following issue of the paper 
the program was withdrawn.

The leadership asked for, 
received and will continue to 
accept criticism for the pub­
lication of that "program".

The published program of 
the CL was a mistake for sev­
eral reasons. First of all 
such programs are programs for 
mature and stabilized Communist 
Farties. We can only have one 
point on the program and that 
is to build a national Commu­
nist Party, Our daily tactics 
are too varied to detail or 
systematize in a program. Our 
only criteria is to do those 
things and develop those tac­
tics that will contribute to 
the construction of a Marxist- 
Leninist Party.

It was a "new leftish" in­
fluence within the CL that prom­
pted the program. Actually, 
as the Manifesto points out,
"The Communists do not form a 
separate party opposed to bther 
working class parties.

They have no interests sep­
arate and apart from those of 
the proletariat as a whole.

They do not set up any sec­
tarian principles of their own, 
by which to shape and mould the 
proletarian movement.

The Communists are distin­
guished from the other working 
class parties by this only:
1. In the national struggles of 
the proletarians of the differ­
ent countries, they point out 
and bring to the front the com­
mon interests of the entire 
proletariat, independently of 
all nationality. 2. In the 
various stages of development 
which the struggle of the work­
ing class against the bourgeoi­
sie has to pass through, they

always and everywhere represent 
the interests of the movement 
as a whole." (Karl Marx & Fred­
erick Engels, The Communist Man­
ifesto)

The publication of the 
"program" indicated a weakness 
that borders on political lazi­
ness. We had hoped to wrap up 
a neat package and every time a 
worker asked, "What does the 
Communist League stand for?" we 
could simply hand the worker 
that program and automatically 
gain a supporter. The class 
struggle is not so simple.

The leadership of the Com­
munist League criticizes itself 
for this political error, and 
on the basis of this criticism 
more resolutely address ourselves 
to the task of winning the toi­
lers in their millions to the 
cause of Socialism, to the cause 
of building a militant Marxist- 
Leninist Communist Party in the 
USA.


