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In the USNA today the 
imperialists are steadily ,
working to institute fascism.
Law after law has been passed 
over the years to make this 
transition. Just about all 
that is needed nox* is to put 
them intd force. Comrades, 
we must meet this fascist 
offensive by building a united 
front of the working class 
against fascism and at the same 
time building a Communist 
Party of a new type to lead 
the united front.

The state form of bour
geois democracy at "home11 
serves its purpose for the 
imperialists in the period of 
rising capitalism and imperial
ism because of unbridled fascism 
in the colonies. This form of 
bourgeois democracy is character
ized by a government of bribery 
and corruption backed up by terror 
and militarization. But we are 
in the period now of decaying 
and moribund capitalism and 
the state form of fascism that 
is necessary in the colonies to 
maintain imperialism is becom
ing increasingly necessary for 
the imperialists at ’’home".
This form is characterized by a 
government of terror and mili
tarization backed up by bribery 
and corruption.

Fascism was necessary in 
Germany to stem the tide of 
proletarian revolutionary

upsurge within the country.
They needed to expand to deve
lop their imperialist base 
and thus, had to wage war for 
the redivision of the world. 
World War I had stripped 
Germany of her colonies and she 
needed to obtain new ones. They 
had to have stability at home 
to wage war abroad.

However, the USNA imperial
ists are presently in a position 
of temporary hegemony over the 
capitalist world. But 
the situation in the colonies 
is becoming increasingly 
unstable for the imperialists^ 
as is shown by the valient 
revolutionary struggles.- in 
Viet Nam, the Philippines, and 
other parts of the world. Be
cause of this the imperialists 
will be forced to war not to 
gain colonies, but to restore 
and maintain the stability 
necessary to keep her position 
of hegemony. Although there 
is not a period of revolutionary 
upsurge within the USNA, the 
working class here does not 
want to go to war. This is 
shown concretely by the mili
tant struggles against the war 
in Indochina, Thus, the 
imperialists are faced with 
having to impose fascism not 
to stem internal revolutionary 
upsurge, hut to force the 
wording class to participate 
in a war to stabilize the 
world for further imperialist

aggression

The onslaught of fascism 
in the USNA is infuriating the 
working class and they are not 
fooled by the lies of the 
imperialists around Watergate 
and the ’’energy crisis”. The 
Harris poll finds that 69$ of 
the USNA people think Congress 
is doing only a ’’fair” or ’’poor’
job and think Nixon is
doing only a "fair” or "poor” 
job. Opinion Analyst Daniel 
Yankelovich finds that 72$ of 
the people think that national 
.affairs are going ’’very badly" 
or "pretty badly. And "Harris 
reports that more than half 
of Americans (up from h$% last 
fall) believe that the quality 
of life in the U.S, has 
deteriorated over'the past ten 
years, His surveys find that 
‘not more than 20$^of the public 
go along with the proposition 
’We have been through bad 
times before, and things will 
once more return to the way 
they used to be,* California 
Pollster Mervin Field assesses 
the public mood as one of 
'muted outrage, semi3hoek - 
if not full shock - numbness, 
perplexity.1” (Time, 2/2$/7k)

Though outraged, the 
working class as a whole has 
been left disunited and leader
less in the face of this 
fascist assault. The bourgeois- 
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( Important Lessons of 
Independent' Truckers' Strike

On January 31, at 12:01 
a.m., William Schaffer, a mem
ber of the International Bro
therhood of Teamsters for twen
ty-six years, began che coordin
ation of a national economic 
strike of more than one hundred 
thousand "independent” operator- 
owner truck drivers. The strike 
was called to protest against 
the rapidly increasing fuel 
prices and the "energy crisis" 
created by the USNA finance cap
italists in their drive for max
imum profits. The so-called 
"energy crisis", that is being 
used by the imperialists as a 
weapon against the less powerful 
European and Japanese imperial
ists, as well as to further stran
gle the poor and dependent na
tions and peoples is also being 
wielded by the imperialists in 
their drive to force down the 
standard of living of the USNA 
working class. At the same time, 
sections of the petty-bourgeois- 
ie are being forcibly driven 
down into the ranks of the pro
letariat. The "independent" 
owner-operators are, to a large 
degree, being driven from their 
class and down into the ranks of 
wage slavery by the fuel price 
squeeze that, particularly in 
the trucking industry, is nothing 
but a cover for the increased 
monopolization and control of 
that industry by the imperial
ists.

In response to the monopoli

zation that threatens the exist
ence of the majority of the own
er-operators, three main demands 
were put forth: 1) higher speed 
limits (many drivers are paid by 
the load, and the lost time from 
the decreased speed limits have 
greatly cut into their profits), 
2) higher freight rates, and 3) 
a roll-back of fuel prices to 
the May 15, 1973 level. It is 
important to note that even be
fore the national strike and up 
to the present time, a fundamen
tal economic contradiction among 
the latter two demands has mani
fested a political split in the 
six man leadership of the strike 
movement. Three of the most

ly by Hill’s demand for the 
transfer of higher freight rates 
over to the shipping agents or 
companies in direct proportion 
to the rise in fuel prices.
These agents would then refer 
the increases back to the Inter
state Commerce Commission, who, 
in turn, would shift the burden 
caused by the increased profits 
of the oil companies on to the 
price of commodities that are 
eventually bought by the prole
tariat, This reactionary demand, 
smuggled into the strike by the 
imperialists’ lackies, has been 
radically opposed by both Michael 
Parkhurst and George Rynn 
(another committee member) as

decisive leaders on the committee well as over 7/8 of the rank and 
are Michael Parkhurst, President file, 
of the Overdrive Road Masters 
Association, William Hill, Chair
man of the Fraternal Ass. of 
Steel Haulers, and William Schaf
fer, national strike coordinator
of the "independents11 based in 
Pennsylvania, Maryland and W.
Virginia.

Through a series of tricks 
and deceptions) the federal 
and state officials) acting as 
lackies of the oil monopolies, 
and William Simon, chief spokes
man for their interests (as head 
of the Federal Energy Office) 
influenced William Hill (chair
man of the six wan strike commit- had a long history of being used 
ee) to vote in the interests of by the monopoly capitalists to 
USNA imperialism. These inte- Cont. on p. 11
rests were represented concrete- * ■. ** ’

The refusal to accept the 
demands of the imperialists 
brought about the mobilization 
of the state military apparatus 
against the progressive elements 
in conjunction with extra-legal 
fighting forces of teamsters* 
goon squads, Hell’s Angels (in 
Cleveland) and other bribed "in
dependents". These fascist 
forces were mobilized to attack 
the progressive elements, whose 
main demand of rolling back fuel 
prices placed them in direct con
flict with the imperialists,
These forces of goons and bribed 
and corrupted teamsters have
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Terror
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which awaited exploits from 
the ‘heroes'. This false 
theory maintained that it is 
only outstanding individuals 
who make history, while the 
masses, the people, the class, 
the ‘mob*, as the Narodnik 
writers contemptuously 
called them, are incapable of 
conscious, organized activity 
and can only blindly follow 
the 'heroes *. For this reason 
the Narodniks abandoned mass 
revolutionary work among the 
peasantry and working class and
changed to individual terror
ism. .«.

"By these assassinations 
of individual representatives 
of the class of exploiters, 
assassinations that were of no 
benefit to the revolution, the 
.Narodniks diverted the attent
ion of the working people from 
t*ne struggle against that class 
as a whole. They hampered the 
^eVeYopment of The' revolutionary 
initiative and'activity of the 
wo r king Vl“a ss" 'and t he ’ Yeas an try.

"The Narodniks -prevented 
the working class from under
standing its leading role in 
tnY revolution and retarded 
the creation of an independent 
T>s.rty~oi the working olass.Tr

Today we are also in 
the process of building an 
independent party of the work
ing class. It is clear from 
the history of the struggle 
to build a revolutionary move
ment that it cannot be success
fully ’waged by a group of iso
lated individuals. This strug
gle must be based on the orga
nization of the working class 
to fight as one army against 
the bourgeoisie. The bourgeois
ie is organized. It has the 
state - the government and 
the military - under its control 
and will continue to crush us 
as long as our class is unor
ganized.

We want to reemphasize that 
terror is a tactic that can be 
used in the struggle. But 
"Terror can never be a regu
lar military operation; at best 
it can only serve as one of 
the methods employed in a 
decisive assault«" (1) We 
do not want to belittle the 
"significance of heroic indi
vidual blows", however, the 
actions of the SLA are not 
those of heroes of the working 
class, but of people who are 
isolated from and contemptuous 
of the working class.

The key to stop the grow
ing fascist repression is 
not kidnapping relatives of the 
capitalists, but building a 
united front against fascism 
and a Communis t party to lead 
the united front. Then and 
only then will we be able to 
abolish capitalism itself once 
and for all.

1) Lenin, "Where to Begin", 
Selected Works. One Volume,
Int’l Pub,.,. N. 1., 1971, p. 39.

United Front
Cont. from p. 3 

ie is using many methods to 
channel the outrage of the 
working class away from the 
capitalist class and lay the 
ideological base for fascism. 
The membership of exotic cults 
has risen tremendously. Exor
cism, a throwback to the igno
rance of the Middle Ages, is 
gaining wide popularity, as 
well as, other mystical cults.
'And not only are fundamental 
religious groups, such as,
Billy Graham's and Oral Roberts 
booming, but the more tradi
tional churches like the Homan 
Catholic, the Methodist, 
Presbyterian and so on, are 
experiencing a revival as 
well.' (U.S. News. 2/25/71*)

We also see that "illegal" 
vigilante groups are mush
rooming in number. Set up to 
fight the "crime" which the 
bourgeoisie says is the Acausef' 
of everyone's problems, they 
are the beginnings of fascist 
storm troops - organized "ille
gal" terror. Many police de
partments are paying the 
expenses of these volunteers. 
Detroit has appropriated 
$30,000 and New York City has 
budgeted $2.5 million to pay 
volunteers for the year ending 
June 30. (U.S, News, 2/h/lk)

In addition, the mass 
media is playing up the nostal
gia of the 1950's and earlier, 
bringing out movies like 
"American Graffiti" and records 
that remind people of the "good 
old days". And new TV shows 
are being added* such as, the 
"Waltons" and "Apple’s Way" 
to dull the revolutionary 
potential of the working class.

But the "good old days" 
that the imperialists talk of 
are their good old days. The 
"good old days" of the ’work
ing class are mass unemploy
ment, sweatshops and lynch mobs

Dimitroff warns us that 
"Whoever does not fight the 
reactionary measures of the 
bourgeoisie and the growth of 
fascism at these preparatory 
stages is not in a. position to 
•prevent the victory of fascism, 
but, on the contrary, facili-- 
. totes' that victory. T('Dimitroff 
Georgi, United Front Against 
Fascism, New Century Publishers 
New York, p. 9) Comrades, 
though we find ourselves in a 
period of revolutionary ebb, 
the objective conditions say 
that we must redouble our 
efforts to build s Communist 
Party of a new type and at 
the same time build a united 
front of the ’working class 
against fascism.

What exactly is the .united 
front? It is a loosely knit 
coalition of organization s x̂ ho 
,are united solely on the basis 
to stop fascism. It is com
posed of both the trade unions 
and the popular front, organi
zations ’which the working class 
belongs to that are not based 
In the plants (organizations 
such as the NAACP, PUSH, MAPA, 
La Rasa Unida, etc.). These 
two elements, the trade unions

t
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and the popular front, must be 
joined into a united front 
of the working class. The 
organizations within the 
united front call upon each 
other for support in their 
struggles against fascist 
assaults, e.g., when a strike is 
called in one plant or indus
try, a general strike may be 
called through the unioed 
front. The united front is 
unity of action.

The united front is not a 
mass labour party; it does not 
have an extensive program. It 
would be very difficult for us 
to play a part in the building 
of such a party at this period 
of time. A labour party must 
be based on organizations of 
labour and the sell-out of 
the labour aristocracy makes 
this impossible at this time.

In the USNA we must build 
a united front from below.
What does this mean concretely? 
In the 1930’s in Europe there 
were many working class parties 
who ail had formed or had 
linked to them trade unions.. 
Thus, in building a united 
front there at that time the 
political parties pledged to 
support each other end the 
trade unions were immediately 
drawn into the coalition. 
However, we have no working 
class parties presently in the 
USNA and the trade unions are 
tied to the bourgeoisie through 
the union mis-leaders. Thus, 
it is impossible for us to 
build a united front from the 
top.

This means that we must 
enter the working class organi
zations and trade unions from • 
below and push them into joint 
anti.-fascist struggle. We 
must carry on careful analysis 
of where the working class is 
to know which organisations 
are key, which organisations 
are composed of the sections 
of the working class which are 
going to be first and hardest 
hit by the fascist assauJt.
We must dig deeper into the most 
revolutionary sections of the 
class.

Fascism will not bo defeat
ed by the unity of the "left" 
movement in its present state 
of isolation from the working 
class. Through our factory 
nuclei and community fractions 
the united front must be quick
ly shifted from the "unity" 
of the "left" to the revolution
ary movement of the working 
class.

When we call for a Commu
nist Party and a United Front, 
we do not mean that the Party 
will be built out of the united 
front. These are two separate 
tasks that we must carry on 
simultaneously. As Communists 
we must participate in and lead 
the united front to first 
defeat the fascist offensive 
and then pass over to the 
offensive, to overthrow the 
basis of fascism, capitalism, 
and establish the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. The goal 
of the anti-fascist struggle is 
just that - against fascism. It

Cont. on p. 11
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United Front ;on ■ ’rora p. 10
is the role of Communists to 
take that struggle on to the 
final insurrection. Without this 
the whole anti-fascist struggle 
will fail as it did in other 
countries,

Several years ago, the 
Chinese made a general call to 
build a united front against 
imperialism. The October 
League and other organisations 
in the "left” have distorted 
this call by calling for a 
united front against imperialism 
within the TJSNA, The call by 
the Chinese was a call to the 
colonial world.which is 
exploited and oppressed by 
imperialism, Within the TJSNA 
we are not exploited by a 
foreign power, but by the TJSNA 
capitalist class. The way we 
can best support the struggle 
of the colonies against 
imperialism is to build a 
Communist Party to lead a united 
front to stop the fascism the 
imperialists need to further 
plunder and rape the colonies. 
Then we must strike the death 
blow to capitalism itself.

The TJSNA working class 
loves democracy, They have a 
militant history of struggle 
against oppression and exploit
ation, from the building of the 
trade unions-} to the battle fields 
of Germany. That is why the 
accession of fascism is being 
done in the name of democracy.
The working class is refusing 
to enter into further imperial
ist predatory, war in Indochina, 
vve must seise this opportunity 
and give the working class 
the leadership it is crying out 
for.

Truckers Cent, from p. 3

attack progressive strikes (such 
as the Farm Workers’ strike in 
California) and are now being 
used against their ’’own” fellow 
drivers. In the same light, 
Frank (Opportunist) Fitzsimmons, 
President of the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters, com
pletely denounced the strike.
In fact, he stated "keep the 
(monopolists’s, ed.) trucks rol
ling." as part of the drive to 
lay the goundwork for fascism.

The Communist League recog
nizes that the controversy now 
raging ever the role of the pet
ty-bourgeois "independents" and 
the many and varied intermediate 
strata between the bourgeoisie 
and the proletariat (small bus
inessmen, liberal professors, 
technical, mana
gerial and commercial employees, 
etc.) is not a new one. In the 
19th Century Marx dealt with 
this question. He showed how 
the "middle elements" are in
creasingly ground between the 
advance of large capital,on the 
one hand, and the growth of the 
proletariat, on the other. He 
further showed that large num
bers of this "middle" strata 
fall into proletarian and semi
proletarian conditions. Marx 
went on to show the vacillating 
and unstable political role of 
this strata, now siding with the

bourgeoisie and then with the 
proletariat, torn between bour
geois prejudices, traditions, 4J 
aspirations (such as the common 
sight of many "independents’" 
rigs with American flags, swas
tikas and stars and bars plaster
ed all over them) and at the 
same time)the active process of 
ruination and proletarianization 
that is objectively taking place.
This, process has been driven 
home during the trucker’s strike^ 
as many of the "independent” 
truckers are now saying, "tear 
down the American flag," Of 
course, as communists, we must 
ask, "which one are you going to 
pick up - the Swastika or hammer 
and sickle?".

it is obvious that the pro
cess of ruination and proletar
ianization is taking place in 
the trucking industry, as the 
press of large scale capital 
towards complete monopolization 
pushes the crisis on to the own
er-operators, It is also clear 
that the term "independent" is 
an illusory one, simply because 
the private ownership of the 
vast majority of the means of 
production is in the hands of 
the finance capitalists, This 
is particularly true of petro
leum, the essential raw mater
ial being used as a weapon 
against the truckers.

The recent strike and the 
continuing struggle of the pet- 
ty.-bourgeois truckers is very 
explosive. The split in the 
leadership of the strike has 
only exemplified the vacillation 
and unstable position of the 
"independents", characterized 
by violent swings from revolu
tionary to ultra-revolutionary 
actions.

As communists we must be 
very alert to this situation. 
Obviously we must not proceed 
from the erroneous positions 
that the strike has either a 
totally revolutionary, or con
versely, a totally reactionary 
character. Our immediate con
cern is in supporting the pro
gressive demands of the majority 
of the petty-bourgeois truckers 
whose demands placed them in 
direct confrontation with capi
tal. It is this progressive 
lower strata who can be poten
tial allies to our cause.

The significance of the 
strike lies in underlining the 
fact that there is no objective 
"independent" or "middle" road 
for the truckers. They are 
being forced to line up either 
on the side of capitalism or 
on the side of the proletariat? 
for fascism or communism. Al
though the subjective desires for 
a return to the "good old days" 
will obviously continue to play 
on those elements being forced 
down into the proletariat, the 
monopoly capitalists will no 
longer allow this to take place 
in fact. They are offering, 
and will continue to offer, in 
the place of these desires, an 
invitation to join the growing 
fascist labor front, In this 
light, the importance of support 
for the progressive sections of 
the owner-operators becomes all 
the more important. We can and 
must drive a wedge in the plans 
of the fascists.

Peru
REFORMS-MASS

Cent, from p, 

ACTION-RSPRESSION

The agrarian reform of the 
junta has also been far short of 
revolutionary, The coastal su
gar estates have been converted 
into cooperatives, but only 
workers who were previously 
full-time are eligible for mem
bership. Part-time workers on 
the old estates retain the stat
us of hired peons. In the An
dean region,-the most efficient 
haciendas have also been con
verted into cooperatives, but 
the middle-sized estates have 
been left untouched, with the 
result that there is enough 
land available for only 10$ of 
those who need it, (7)

In the area of industry, 
the junta has set up the "In
dustrial Community", which or
ganizes management and workers 
into a stock-holding body.
This is an obvious effort on the 
part of the junta to convince 
the Peruvian people that there 
is no longer any need for class 
struggle. (3) But the Peruvian 
people are not convinced of 
this. According to the Guard
ian , "Many workers have called 
for much more thorough-going 
agrarian reform, without com
pensation to landowners, com
plete nationalization of natural 
resources end more active par
ticipation of workers in all 
levels of management. The gov
ernment has set up its own la
bor federation, Workers Center 
of the Peruvian Revolution 
(CTRP), to compete with the 
Communist-led (i.e. revisionist) 
General Confederation of Peru
vian Workers (CGTP), Elements » 
within both groups have pushed 
for more militant actions," (9)

More militant actions, on 
the part of the masses of work
ers , are oocuring everyday. In 
the province of Chimbote in 
May, 1973, there was a 2k-hour 
general strike protesting anti- 
labor moves by the government. 
The government answered by sus
pending constitutional guaran
tees in the province, and a 
If? year old was killed by police 
in the course of a violent pro
test, (10) At a Cerro de Pasco 
mine, more than 2j? members of 
the mine union were murdered by 
the government and over 100 were 
wounded, (11) Strikes at the 
large copper mines have been 
common in recent years, and 
some strikes have taken on a 
clear political character. For 
example, workers have demanded 
more participation in, or na
tionalization of, their enter
prises. And the 700 elected 
representatives of the Indus
trial Community have made a num
ber of demands on the military 
junta; that the government aid 
workers in reorganizing and de
veloping companies abandoned by 
their owners, that workers be 
allowed to speed up their pur
chase of company shares, and 
finally, that the Ministry of 
Labor be eensured and completely 
reorganized.

! '
Most recently, after the 

leadership of Per^s union of
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