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Watergate: platform for
Political Exposure

Watergate is still the 
biggest and most foul politi
cal scandal in USNA history,
All of the court proceedings 
necessary to complete the 
case are expected to last 
throughout Nixon’s turn of 
office - * til 1976. The 
government and the press know 
this, but they are participating 
in a new cover-up. That is, 
Nixon asked us to put Water
gate behind us and to move 
on to more important issues.
And the press spends many 
column yards of editorials 
telling us how tired the public 
is of reading about Watergate 
and seeing Watergate on TV,
They try to convince us that 
everyone wants daytime TV to 
stick to soap operas and not 
broadcast the political 
struggle. And even the 
Senate Watergate Committee is 
talking about changes in the 
hearing procedures that can 
carefully remove Watergate 
from the public eye*

But, try as they may, the 
Watergate issue is hardly a 
thing that can disappear.
Roughly three-fourths of the 
population is very dissatisfied 
with Nixon and about one 
out of every four thinks he 
should resign or be removed 
from office. But in the face 
of such public opposition,
Nixon now seems to be moving 
from a defensive position to 
an offensive position in the 
work of his administration.
This is most clearly shown 
by his recent appointments 
of William Colby, Henry 
Kissenger and James Schlesinger 
respectively to the offices 
of head of the CIA, Secretary 
of State and Secretary of 
Defense. Colby, a vicious 
mass murderer, was head of 
the pacification program. 
Operation Phoenix, in South 
Vietnam and was directly 
responsible for the deaths of 
at least 30,000 innocent men, 
women and children, Kissenger 
has been the main spokesman 
for the USNA imperialists in 
their moves to take advantage of 
the stalemate between the Soviet 
Union and China, allowing the 
USNA to consolidate its posi
tion of world hegemony. And 
finally, Schlesinger is the 
former head of the CIA. How . 
is it that Nixon is now able 
to move to the offensive?

The main reason that the 
administration seems to be 
able to breeze along unopposed 
is that the leadership of the 
opposition is in the hands of 
the bourgeoisie and this 
”opposition" has no fundamental 
differences with Nixon. Sam 
Ervin is being put before us 
as the "grass roots" hero, but 
is this man who has consistently 
opposed civil rights legisla
tion and who supported USNA 
aggression in Indochina

speaking for the working class? 
Of course not!

We must take this leader
ship away from the bourgeoisie 
and place it in the hands of 
the proletariat. The working 
class is outraged at the bold, 
contemptuous arrogance of 
Nixon and his gang, but it has 
no channel through which to 
express itself. We must provide 
this channel and present a 
clear alternative to the likes 
of the Sara Ervin’s and the 
Democratic and Republican 
parties. That alternative is 
a 'working class party, a 
Communist party.

It is through this party 
that we will be able to raise 
the consciousness of the 
working class so that they 
will be able to see the vital 
connection the Watergate 
scandal has to their general 
conditions, Lenin describes 
the role of just such politi
cal exposures; "We must ’arouse 
in every section of the popu
lation that is at all enlighten
ed a passion for political 
exposure’ <1)

"Political exposures are 
as much a declaration of war
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system and neither did they
economically affect all of the 
capitalist class; only a very 
small minority of wafers were 
on strike, and it was not the 
strikes in themselves that 
were worrying the government 
and the bourgeoisie, hut 
the immediate economic resulta 
which two of these strikes 
meant to the bourgeoisie as 
a class and the long-range 
impact they might bring, not 
to mention the immediate 
panic which the bourgeoisie 
was thrown into at the possi
bility that without light in 
the streets and without fire
men to put out fires^ the so- 
called ’’armed branches” of 
the liberation movement would 
have a field day planting 
bombs and burning North 
American and Cuban businesses, 
hotels and other concerns.

Tne strike of the UTIER
employees was, by itself, para
lysing all the economic acti
vities of the country. The 
losses to North American 
Investors, who control 8f>$ of 
our industry and almost 60$ 
of commerce not to speak of 
nearly 100$ of the tourist 
industry, were going to be, 
as in fact they war®, siaaable. 
If to this on© adds the wave 
of sabotage (feared by 
Hernandez Colon)) the material 
losses would have been enormous, 
and the attempt to establish 
th© superport and other.petro
chemical enterprises in Puerto 
Rico would have been dealt its 
death blow, The political 
impact would have been equally 
unfortunate for the govern
ment (nationally thousands 
jailed and arrested, and inter
nationally the colony and 
imperialism denounced and 
condemned).

Luckily the wav© of 
sabotage feared by Hernandez 
Colon did not materialize, 
for while internationally it 
would have succeeded in exposing 
the colony of Puerto Rico, 
nationally it would have thrown 
the struggle back to the ”dia
per ’’level. It is not with 
explosive bombs that the 
masses are politicized, It 
ia with ideological bombs, with 
political work, and with 
militant and constant 
solidarity that the working 
class can be politicized, 
won over and organized under 
the banner of its own prole
tarian party to struggle for 
socialism and for the final 
assault on and capture of the 
capitalist fortress on whose 
ruins a Communist society will 
be built.

Panic and brutal repression 
disguised as ’’defense of the 
public interest” were the 
dominant note in all of the 
colonial governmentrs actions 
in dealing with the strike 

. of the firemen and employees 
of Electrical Energy,

Surprise, dismay, verbal 
radicalism and the pseudo-

Cont. on p* 6
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aid of these subsidies, and 
credits for needed equipment 
and supplies, with special 
incentives 'for cooperatives. 
International: Establishment 
of trade union contacts with 
unions in other countries 
to coordinate wage price 
policies’and struggles against 
multinationals. But 
obviously what is needed 
is organization and struggle 
around this program or parts 
of it. On the labor front, 
what is needed most urgently is 
a strike struggle that succeeds 
in making & major breakthrough 
of the ceiling. On the
consumer front, what is needed 
are bigger and better boycotts, 
like the February meat boy- 
cott. There must be a search 
for formations of coalitions 
that advance rounded anti-mono
poly programs that demand 
nationalization of key monopo
lies as well as rollback of 
prices, etc.”

No, Mr. Perlo, what is 
needed is a real Marxist-Lenin
ist Communist party to lead the 
fight of the class for 
socialism - not your pie-in- 
the- sky "program" for a 
reformed "anti-monopoly” 
capitalism that includes such 
nonsense as the workers moving 
back to the land and becoming 
small farmers, and that calls 
for "strike struggles" without 
mentioning who controls the 
unions. Frank Fitzsimmons, boss 
of the Teamsters, with his 
$131,481 yearly salary, (16) 
and the rest of the well paid 
union bureaucrats are not 
about to lead any kind of 
"strike struggle." The real 
program of the working class is 
the same today as when Marx put 
it forward in the book, Wares. 
Price and Profit in discussing 
the struggle for the standard 
of wages: "These few hints 
will suffice to show that the 
very development of modern 
industry must progressively 
turn the scale in favor of 
the capitalist against the 
working man, and that con
sequently the general tenden
cy of capitalistic production 
is not to raise but to sink the 
average standard of wages, or 
to push the value of labor more 
or less to its minimum limit. 
Such being the tendency of 
things in this system, is 
this saying that the working 
class ought to renounce their 
resistance against the encroach
ments of capital, and abandon 
tneir attempts at making the 
best of the occasional chances 
for their temporary improvement? 
If they did, they would be 
degraded to one level mass of 
broken wretches past salvation.
I think that I have shown that 
their struggles for the standard 
of wages are incidents insepar
able froiti the whole wages 
system, that in 99 cases out 
of 100 their efforts at raising 
wages are only-efforts at 
maintaining the given value of 
labor, and that the necessity 
of debating their price with 
the capitalist is inherent in

their condition of having to 
sell themselves as commodities. 
By cowardly giving way in their 
everyday conflict with capital, 
they would certainly disqualify 
themselves for the initiation 
of any larger movement.

"At the same time, and 
quite apart from the general 
servitude involved in the 
wages system, the working class 
ought not to exaggerate to 
themselves the ultimate working 
of these every-day struggles. 
They ought not to forget that 
they are fighting with effects, 
but not with the causes of those 
effects; that they are retarding 
the downward movement, but not 
changing its direction; that 
they are applying palliatives, 
not curing the malady. They 
ougbt, therefore, not to be 
exclusively absorbed in these 
unavoidable guerilla fights 
incessantly springing up for 
the never ceasing encroachments 
of capital or the changes of the 
market. They ought to under
stand that, witn all the 
miseries it imposes on them, 
the present system simultaneous
ly engenders the material
conditions and tne social 
forms necessary for an economic
al reconstruction of society. 
Instead (of the conservative 
motto, A fair day1 3 wage for 
a fair day»3 work!1, they 
ought to inscribe on their 
banner the revolutionary 
watchword, ‘Abolition of 
the wages system'!"^

It is the absolute duty 
of all comrades to become 
involved in the struggle 
against the lowering of the 
standard of living of the 
working class. We must put 
Marx's instruction to life and 
build a real Marxist-Leninist 
multi-national Communist party 
here in the USNA as rhe first 
step towards the overthrow of 
the wages system. The working 
class will be subjected to an 
endless series of Phases, each 
worse than the last, unless it 
establishes its political 
independence from the bour
geoisie and finally its 
political supremacy. This 
revolutionary solution is the 
only answer, not the reformist 
mouthings of the CPUSA for 
back to the land programs and 
consumer boycotts. We will 
proceed at full speed to 
build that real Communist Party. 
This is the historic task of 
our class today here in the 
USNA and we will accomplish it.

ABOLISH THE WAGES SYSTJMi

BUILD A MARXIST-LENINIST 
COMMUNIST PARTY:

Watergate Cont. from p. 3

against the government as 
economic exposures are a 
declaration of war against the 
factory owners. The moral 
significance of this declara
tion of war will be all the 
greater, the wider and more 
powerful the campaign of 
exposure will be and the more 
numerous and determined the 
social class that has declared 
war in order to begin the war. 
Hence, political exposures in 
themselves serve as a power
ful instrument for disinte
grating the system we oppose, 
as a means for diverting from 
the enemy his casual or 
temporary allies, as a means 
for spreading hostility and 
distrust among the permanent 
partners of the autocracy." (2)

From the outset the Commu
nist League has raised two 
important points as our program 
around Watergate: 1) a call 
for the resignation of the 
entire Nixon administration, 
and 2) to build that indepen
dent party of the working 
class.

However, there are those 
who make a 'left' effor and say 
that it is reformist to call 
for the resignation of the 
Nixon gang and at the same 
time call for a working class 
party. But, isn’t this a 
refusal to work in mass 
organizations, a refusal to 
start from the level of the 
working class and use the Water
gate issue as a vehicle to 
give political leadership to 
the working class? Isn't this 
a refusal to take the steps 
necessary to build the 
revolutionary movement at this 
time, to gain influence among 
the working class and to gain 
the political experience 
necessary to build a party?

Then there are those 
who make a right error by 
uniting with the line of the 
CPUSA and seeing the Water
gate issue as a struggle 
between reaction and democracy, 
as represented by Nixon and 
Urvin, and not as a struggle 
x̂ fithin the ruling class. (See 
Southeast Asia article.) This 
deviation allows the proletariat 
to remain dependent on bour
geois leadership and denies 
the need for working class 
leadership and for an indepen
dent party of the class. We 
must see that at various times 
in our struggle, our interests 
will coincide with those of 
other classes, even with 
sections of the bourgeoisie.
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But that hardly means that 
our goals are the same. As 
Marx points out: "In case of 
an attack on a common adversary 
no special union is necessary; 
in the fight with such an 
enemy the interests of both 
parties, the middle-class demo
crats and the working-class 
party, coincide for the 
moment, and both parties will 
carry it on by a temporary 
understanding. This was so 
in the past, and will be so in 
the future." (3)

Both this "left" devia
tion and right deviation are 
in essence tailing behind the 
spontaneous movement, failing 
to see that, "The more spon
taneously the masses rise, the 
more widespread the movement 
becomes, so much the more 
rapidly grows the demand for 
greater consciousness in the 
theoretical, political and 
organisational work of Social- 
Democracy." (4)

We must not be mislead by 
news reports that tell us that 
Watergate Is a dead issue. It 
is our duty as Communists to 
build a working class party that 
will expose the vicious nature 
of capitalism and tie up the 
economic struggle with the 
political struggle. The Water
gate issue has given us this 
chance.

1) Lenin, "What Is To Be Done?," 
Collected Works. Vol. IV,
Int. Pub., 1929, p. 166.
2) Ibid.. p. 167.
3) Marx, "Address to the 
Communist League," 'Selected 
Works, Vol. I, Int. Pub., 1946, 
p. 67.
4) Lenin, Op. Cit.. p. 134.

Corrections
The following are a list 

of corrections that should be 
made in the last two issues of 
the People's Tribune.

There are two errors in the 
article, "Support the Struggle 
of the Farmworkers", in Vol. 5 
No. 6. On Page 14, Column 1 
the second sentence of the 
first new paragraph should read, 
"First they used a pacifist and 
class collaborationist like 
Cesar Chavez, then the Church 
and their priests, and lastly, 
"goon" squads hired by the 
sell-out Teamster Union 
leadership.” on Page 13,
Column 3 the last paragraph 
should be omitted. This para
graph continues to Page 14, 
Column 1; that section should 
also be omitted.

There is a mistake in 
the article "Sterilization: 
Bourgeoisie Attacks Future 
Generation.” On page 8 the 
first column, the 6th line 
of the second paragraph should 
read, "the Community Action 
Agency"•

RESISTENCIAc„v ,
so as a result of strikes and 
other worker actions in the U.S. 
In P.R., besides being able to 
pay the workers less and not 
having to pay any taxes to the 
government, they have the advan
tage of a "massive army of the 
unemployed" which guarantees la
bor to remain always cheap.
And last, but not least, 
imperialism operates its 
repressive apparatus from the 
soil of P.R. against Latin 
America. It is in Puerto Rican 
soil that they experiment on 
new forma of aggression, not 
just military, but also cultur
al, political and economic 
against our Latin brothers 
and sisters.

The above description 
of the meaning of a RESERVE 
is very important in the light 
of the most recent plans of 
imperialism for P.R. It is 
known by all that they are 
talking of building a superport 
in the island as part of a 
refining complex for the petro
leum destined to the North 
American market. These super
ports, wherever they have been 
built^ have adversely affected 
the soil, infected the waters, 
contaminated the air, destroyed 
almost completely sea life 
and also hurt the health of 
those that inhabit the areas 
where such superports are 
located. This situation has in 
the past triggered the creation 
of pressure groups in the U.S. 
which have firmly opposed the 
construction of such superports, 
miniports, refineries, or 
any other thing that means 
the same: petroleum. These 
pressure groups have been effec
tive enough in their actions. 
Since it is a fact that the 
superports hurt everybody - 
except of course the investors 
who build them - the protests 
have been supported by civic * 
and religious groups, labor 
unions, the capitalist press 
and many liberal politicians. 
Together they have been able 
to make it almost impossible 
for the big capitalists to 
build new refining plants 
within the continental U.S.
It has become just as difficult 
for them to build such facili
ties in other Latin American 
territories. The capitalists 
have to remember the sour 
experience of having their 
refineries nationalized in

There is a mistake in 
the article, "Nixon-Brezhnev 
Summit: Internal Weakness 
Brings Thieves Together", in 
Vol. 5 No. 5. On page 5,
Column 3 the last two sen
tences of the first new paragraph 
should read, "The imperialists 
are fighting tooth and nail to 
combat the falling rate of 
profit by imposing arbitrary 
restrictions and by holding 
back commodities such as can be 
seen by the so-called food and 
gasoline shortages. But for 
all their efforts, there will 
inevitably be a decline of 
prices."

Cuba, and deal at the same time 
with the rising of radical 
nationalist governments in 
Panama, Peru and Ecuador. Also 
opposition is increasing every 
day against the whole petro
leum enclave. These are "times 
of political upheaval" in 
Latin America and the yankee3 
want to protect their skin 
(their interests) well. And 
where better than in P.R. to 
do it? Where better than in 
their Caribbean colony?

This being reality, the 
imperialists, counting on the 
unconditional cooperation of 
their servants and lackeys of 
the colonial government of 
the island, prepare themselves 
to commit another great crime 
against the Puerto Rican 
people. a crime that, if commit
ted, will do irreparable harm 
which many generations of 
Puerto Ricans will have to 
suffer.

WHAT CAN WE IN THE U.S.
DO TO STOP THE SUPERPORT?
First of all we have to under
stand that if tne imperialists 
have continued in their plans 
despite the opposition of 
great sectors of the Puerto 
Rican nation, the petty bour
geois independence movement 
included, they are not going 
to stop because 50, or 100 or 
even 1,000 Puerto Ricans demon
strate in New York or in 
Washington, or wherever, 
against the superport. Thus, 
th9 mechanical answer given 
to all problems by the indepen
dence movement in N.Y. ("Let's 
demonstrate!"), is definitely 
not the correct tactic. What 
we CAN do is take the matter 
to the awareness of the working 
class in this country. And 
very especially to its most 
advanced sectors. We must 
make clear that the superport 
is part of the imperialist 
tactic of the U.S., and that 
the victory of the imperialists 
over the colonies determines 
the victory of the capitalist 
class over the working class 
of this country.

We must show clearly 
that the principle of "Interna
tional solidarity of the 
proletariat" (the working 
.c1aa a ) is no t me rely a alogan 
but that it must be made 
concrete in our daily prac
tice . Finally we must show the 
relation which exists between 
the struggle of the working 
class in this country and the 
struggle of Puerto Ricans for 
independence and socialism in 
P.R. "No one may be free that 
enslaves others." The struggle 
in the U.S. against the super- 
port has to take the same' 
characteristics o t  'the 
struggle for socialism. IT 
HAS TO BE MULTI-NATIONAL, IT 
HAS TO BASED IN ‘THE WORKING 
CLASS, IT HAS TO ESTABLISH 
ALLIANCES ON THE BASIS OF CLASS, 
NOT NATIONALITY. To the extent 
that we advance this process 
will we be helping to defeat, 
not just the superport, but the 
whole system that is behind the 
superport. All else are the 
fairy tales of those that 
believe in "having omelet 
without breaking the eggs, 
revolution without revolt."
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