
A LETTER TO THE 0. L.
OPPORTUNISM ON INTERNATIONAL SITUATION
We received a copy of the following 

letter addressed to the October Lea
gue well over a month ago. The Octo
ber league has refused to answer the 
criticisms in the letter. We unite 
with the thrust of the criticism 
contained in the letter and we be
lieve that it is our duty to publish 
it in order to show HOW in fact, the 
October League responds to criticisms 
from the masses. Secondly, we be
lieve that the letter contributes 
some understanding of the issue of 
whether revolution is the main trend 
in the world today or not. We en
courage our readers to share their 
views on this most important ques
tion, as well as on any other topics 
of interest to our movement. ,

June 25, 1976
Dear Friends, v
We have just finished reading the 

interview with October League chair
man, Michael Klonsky, on the inter
national situation in the Call dated 
5/31/76. In this interview he states: 

"A few years ago, it was correct 
to say that 'revolution is the 
main trend in the world today*.
Now this statement is no longer 
complete or applicable to the pre
sent conditions„ Today BOTH the 
factors for war and revolution are 
developing together. By saying 
that both factors are developing 
together, we are clearly empha
sizing the growing danger of a 
war. In this way, we take note of 
the changes since 1970 and help 
people get prepared."

While we agree that the factors for 
both war and revolution are increas
ing and that the people must get 
prepared for war, we disagree that 
the statement 'revolution is the

m a m  trdnd in the world today' is no 
longer complete or applicable. Revo
lution is_ the m a m  trend in the 
world today and will continue to be 
so long as we are m  the era of im
perialism and proletarian revolution. 
War is the objective situation in 
which revolution may occur n,n the 
future and has occurred in the past. 
As the Chinese comrades say, "No 
matter if war gives rise to revolu
tion or revolution prevents war, the 
future is bright because in either 
case revolution will inevitably 
occur /'Again emphasizing that people 
are moving history forward toward 
revolution and that revolution is 
indeed the main trend m  the world, 
in spite df the imperialists' at
tempts to reverse this irresistable 
historical trend.
This analysis was confirmed by a 

Changing Times comrade's recent dis
cussion m  China with a representa
tive of the Foreign Ministry. The 
Chinese comrade backed up the analy
sis that 'revolution is the m a m  
trend in the world todaly' by point
ing to the increasing unity within 
the Third world and between the Se
cond and Third worlds in their strug
gles against imperialism, colonial
ism and hegemonism, and in their 
struggles for national defense, sov
ereignty and for a new international 
economic order.

When emphasizing the danger of 
World War and the m a m  danger being 
from the Soviet Union, the Chinese 
comrade pointed out that the Soviet 
Social-Imperialists are meeting with 
more and more resistance from the 
Middle East and all of the Third 
World_. Due to the crimes of the So- 
viet Union, their true colors have

Letter From Farah Workers
EXPOSE CHAUVINISM OF REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST PARTY
The following letter was received 

by the Revolutionary Cause from the 
workers of the Farah Manufacturing 
Company m  El paso, Texas. These 
workers from the heartland of the 
southwest were involved, many of 
them as leadership, in the bitter 
two year Farah Strike which they won 
m  197*+. This victory marked a blow 
against imperialist national oppres
sion of the Chicano people, and was 
a signal victory for the entire 
working class in that an oppressed 
section of their class won the right 
to unionize m  an area kept forcibly 
unorganized for years. This letter 
was signed by 17 workers —  all of 
them were active m  the strike.
For several years we have been 

calling attention to the opportunism 
and national chauvinism of the "Re
volutionary Communist Party", (even 
when it was still known as the Re
volutionary Union). We have tried to 
shown how this chauvinism flows from 
their whole view (their line) of the 
national question in the era of im
perialism —  their complete liquida
tion of that question. Their line, 
their chauvinism, can only mean dis
unity for the working class —  no 
matter how hard they YELL for unity, 
and declare it to be an accomplished 
fact. Their stand aids only our ene
my. We think that this letter from 
the Farah Workers is a revealing ex
posure of the truth of what we have 
been saying, and goes to show that 
social-props will sometimes even don 
the cloak of "communism".

COMPANERAS Y COMPANEROS.
We are a group of former Farah 

strikers, who were independently 
more ACTIVE from the Union leader
ship. We sought the help of all 
groups regardless of their political 
beliefs. Which in return, caused us 
to be called "radicals or red baited" 
by the Union bureaucrats. Neverthe
less, we established ourselves as 
leaders m  the strike. We maintain 
many contacts with the workers move
ment, which the Union was very strong
ly opposed to. When any of these 
groups needed any information about 
our struggle, all they had to do was 
contact our group.
When different organizations or 

groups involved in the working class 
struggle wanted speakers about the 
Farah struggle they contacted our 
group. This was very hard, of course, 
because of the Union's policy m  op
position to our independent'activi
ties . During the course of our strug
gle we sent out information such as 
photographs taken m  the early walk
out of the Farah plants taken by the 
workers themselves. Also we sent home
made movies of the actual walkout. We 
also sent out information of how the 
company was using its influence to 
provoke mass arrests, injunctions 
against us by the police and judges.
We organized a strikers relief fund 
independent from the Union officials. 
This fund helped out strikers with 
their payments on their rent and 
utilities, also for the emergency 
medical bills that were piling up-.

been exposed, and their policies 
have been shown to be bankrupt. The 
comrade said that the continued ex
pansion of either superpower will 
only meet with continued resistance.
Furthermore, we would point to 

Premier Hua Kuo-Feng's speech in Pe
king Review §23 where he states'

The Third World people's united 
struggles against imperialism-and 
hegemonism has surged forward like 
a sweeping tide. The two superpow
ers have found the going tougher 
and tougher. 'Wind and thunder are 
stirring, flags and banners are 

flying wherever men live."

In fact, Peking Review in general 
continues to point to the increasing 
unity and revolutionary struggles of 
the world's people in opposing all7' 
plans the two superpowers try to 
push.
The essence of Klonsky's statement 

is that Revolution is not the main 
trend, and that war and revolution 
are two equal and contending trends 
m  the world today. This is seeing 
what is transitory, world war, and 
equating it with what is the rising 
aspect, the enduring aspect of this , 
period, revolution. This would say 
that the workers and oppressed peo
ples of the world are on the defen
sive and not m  the position to take 
up the attack on imperialism and 
Soviet Social-Imperialism. The Octo
ber League cadis for retreat when 
the peoples of the world are advanc
ing. The consequence of this pessi
mistic line is the call for the Uni
ted Front Against Fascism.

In this pre-party period it is im
perative to have clarity on politi
cal line. Please clarify the posi
tion of the October League on this 
aspect of the international situa
tion. We would expect that this 
letter will be printed and answered 
in the pages of the Call.
In Struggle,
Changing Times Bookstore

Some of the other sources that we 
gave were also films of the other 
people that were struggling for so
cial justice here m  El Paso.
During the course of our struggle 

we enforced the idea that the Chi
cano striker especially the women, 
should participate and take the lead
ership of the Union, because of 
course, almost 8 5# of the strikers 
were women. Our group started to 
participate m  alot of cold hard
ships that were taking place during 
the time of the strike. Some of the 
activities were "police brutality", 
the l6th of September Independence 
March, protest marches against the 
oppressive, housing conditions in 
our barrios. Also the March m  Com
memoration of the Chicano Moratorium 
of L.A. in which "Ruben Salazar", a 
former El Pasoan reporter was mur
dered. Throughout the strike we have 
always tried to raise the political 
consciousness of the strikers by 
linking up our struggle with the 
struggle of the workers, oppressed 
nationalities and students All these 
things we did were something new m  
El Paso. Worker demonstrating along
side student and community organi
zers .
We belive m  giving credit and 

credit is due to the RU (RCP), For 
setting up Farah Strike Support Com- 
mitties. They maintained the flow of 
information about our struggle for 
22 long months. Also they sent money 
to the Farah Distress Fund. The fund 
which was controlled by the strikers 
themselves. They also sponsered spe
aking tours for Farah Strikers th
roughout the country. But we would

(Continued ofî  pr. 61
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REPRESSION
(Cofntinued from page 3)

forthrightly for the right of the 
peoples armed self-defense against 
police terrorism, as well as for the 
full democratic rights of all op
pressed nationalities. Those inter
ested in finding out more about the 
case of Waheeb Williams and of con
tributing to his legal defense (whi
ch is very expensive), can write to:

• >

DeWayne "Waheeb" Williams
Legal Defense Fund
c/o Pan African Studies Department
California State University, North- 
ridge
l8lll Nordhoff Street „
Northndge, California 9132U

INTERVIEW:

ATM What is the current status of 
your case’
WW. I'm m  the process of appealing 
the case. At this point I'm trying 
to organize a base in' the community, 
I'm trying to organize support ar
ound my case, how it ties into the 
overall protracted struggle that's 
going on in America. I've circulated 
petitions to get support for my 
cause Anyone can tie m  the two be
tween my individual incident and 
things that happen m  America every
day with Black people.
ATM. Maybe you can talk a little bit 
about some of the other police mur
ders that have occurred m  Southern 
California recently.
WW- Well at present my defense com
mittee has become part of a coali
tion called C.A.P.A., the Coalition 
Against Police Abuse. And it was 
formed basically out of defense com
mittees who are involved in some way, 
form or fashion with murders and in
justices that have been committed 
against non-white people by the mem
bers of the Los Angeles Police De
partment. There's the Betty Scott- 
Smith Committee whose chief co-or- 
dmator's sister was killed by the 
California Highway Patrol. There's 
the Timothy Grandpre Committee —  he 
was shot on the freeway by an off 
duty Los Angeles' police officer who 
claimed that Grandpre "tried to run 
him off the road". There are witness
es who contradict his story, and 
judging from the story told by the 
cops at my trial, I totally agree 
with the witnesses who stated that 
he was just blatantly murdered. 
There's the Jimmy Blando Defense Com
mittee. Jimmy Blando was gunned down 
in the Pico area. He was shot four 
times while the cops were chasing 
him and the officer emptied his gun 
on him and another officer stood 
over him while him was bleeding to 
death, reloaded his gun and shot him 
six more times. He was shot twelve 
or thirteen times. There's the Barry 
Evans Committee from Pacoima, work
ing with a community organization 
called People United. Barry Evans 
was a IT year old Black brother who 
was shot three times m  the back by 
two Los Angeles police department , 
officers. There's the Ted Collins 
Defense Committee. Ted Collins al- 
ledgedly committed suicide in the 
Los Angeles County Jail. There's 
been six alledged suicides in the 
County Jail in the last six months 
I believe —  all of them Black.
ATM. People talk alot about fascism. 
Do you see this as evidence that it 
is developing?
WW Yes, because you see it if you 
ever look at history. In school I 
studied the speeches of Adolf Hitler, 
and some of his practices. In the

early part of May we had a demon
stration at the Los Angeles Police 
Commission —  the Glass House. The 
Police Commission showed their "sym
pathy" with us and they made the 
statement that "we don't want any 
killings, we don't want anyone kill
ed, we don'i want anyone hurt." You 
know, empty statements like that. 
Hitler made similar empty declara
tions about treatment towards the 
Jews. Publicly the police killings 
are "not condoned", but there has 
been no effort by the Commission to 
try and stop these daily police atro
cities .
ATM: It seems like this is becoming 
a real nation-wide phenomena. Have 
you been following some of the 
things that have been happening’
WW. Oh yes, daily there are reports 
of attacks against Black people and 
non-white people. We see this es
calating because imperialism is be
ing driven out of Africa, is being 
driven out of Asia and Latin America 
—  they are having a harder time ex
ternally oppressing anyone, so op
pression is more and more coming in
ward and is mounting as the imperial
ists see themselves being threatened 
by struggles of oppressed peoples.
So they lash out m  a reactionary 
form with brutal oppression. Of cour
se this is nothing new to Black peo
ple ; Black people have always been 
dealt with m  the most brutal manner 
because we have always been an op
pressed group in this country. First 
overtly as slaves, and now covertly 
as slaves —  and anyone knows-that 
when you have a slave in captivity, 
he seeks freedom, he strikes out and 
he's trying to get free by any means 
necessary. So its the nature of any
one who is trying to oppress you to 
try and keep you down by any means 
necessary —  no holes barred.
ATM Do you think this trend of re
sistance against oppression is part 
of a world wide phenomena?
WW Oh yeah, because you see capi
talism is based on a few benefittmg 
from the work of many. For a long 
time the world was ignorant. Well 
this is part of one way of staying 
on top, of keeping the masses con
fused, so they don't know what's 
happening. And the people are waking 
up all over the world. They want-in
dependence, they want freedom.And 
as people become aware of freedom 
and what that means, the capitalists 
become aware of the fact they no 
longer can oppress people as they, 
did during the last century, and I 
would say the first half of this cen
tury up to the year I was born, 1950. 
In 1950 much of Africa was still sub
jugated, now most of it is free. Up 
until 19b9 China was divided into 
various colonial factions until Mao 
and the Chinese people dealt with 
that. India, the second biggest 
country in the world was up until 
19^T-^8, a British colony. Indo- 
China was once controlled by France, 
and then the U.S. No longer. So I 
see the Chicano struggles and the 
Black struggle as being paramount m  
the overall struggle for eventual 
proletarian victory, which is inevit
able —  because the proletariat forms 
the backbone of capitalism and once 
the backbone of capitalism is broken, 
it no longer has anything to sustain 
itself with and they cease to exist. 
ATM. It seems from what you're say-1 
m g  that mass action, mass support is 
the key to victory m  your case.
WW. In this society you got to have 
one of two things either a lot of 
money, or a lot of people behind you. 
Right now I'm trying to educate'peo
ple about my situation and how it 
encompasses the Black struggle be-

IK YARN
!(Continued from page 3)

important-demands. Many of them recog
nize both the significance of their 
demands and the protracted struggle 
that will be required to win them.

Many are already becoming aware 
that only socialist revolution will 
finally end all exploitation and op
pression of the working class, the op
pressed nationalites and women.

The road ahead is full of sacri
fice and struggle for the workers 
of Western Yarn. They are getting no 
strike benefits and need all the fi
nancial support that they can get.
Send your contributions to P.0. Box 
5^927, Los Angeles, Calif. 9005^. Also 
send them messages of support and sol
idarity. Also, popularize this histor
ic strike in your plant and trade un
ion. Let us show our whole class the 
dedication, the spirit of sacrifice, 
the capacity for leadership of the 
sisters and brothers of Western Yarn. 
Long live their struggle'. Long live 
the struggle of the working class'.

FARAH
(CoContinued from page 4 )

also like to thank the other people 
and groups who participated in the 
support, communities and from other 
support communities throughout the 
U S.A. We also thank the people who 
walked the Farah Boycott picket lin
es supporting us regardless of which 
organization was sponsoring the event.
Throughout those 22 long and sac

rificing months, the idea of making 
a film became popular. The RU (RCP) 
told our group that some film company 
wanted to make a movie about our 
struggle. It was during the summer 
of '73 that some people who the RU 
said were the Single Spark Film Com
pany, came to El Paso to shoot some 
film. We provided them with all the 
interviews for the film and we glad
ly cooperated m  making the arrange
ments for the film. We also provided 
the film makers with housing for two 
weeks. They stayed with the mother 
of a member of our group of which 
both were strikers. The majority of 
the strikers were reluctant to ap
pear in the film because the Union 
had said we shouldn't cooperate with 
this group because they were going 
to use us for their own benefits. 
Nevertheless we worked hard to get 
the cooperation of our fellow strik
ers to speak of their experiences m  
the plant and of the strike. We work
ed hard on this project because mem
bers of our group, women and men 
were told by members of the RU (RCP) 
and the film company that we would 
have a copy of the film for our 
group to keep and show here m  El 
Paso. We were also proud to work on 
this film because our struggle, unity, 
suffering would be recorded and it 
would be to the benefit of the Chi
cano working class and the working 
class in general. This film could be 
valuable m  organizing the workers 
into a strong rank and file group and 
furthering the cause to make the Un
ion more democratic.
One of the parts of the movie that 

fills the strikers with emotion and 
brings memories of the long suffering 
is the part which shows the actual 
walkout. This part was filmed by two 
strikers with their movie cameras. 
These two films were given to the RU 
(RCP) and later converted from 8mm

(continued on p.8)

cause anyone who knows anything about 
the Black struggle knows that this 
type of thing has been going on for 
just too long.



CONGRESS
(Continued from p.7)

class in its struggle for proletarian 
revolution. It is clear that the na
tional movement and the working class 
movement are already "linked" - they 
are linked m  the sense that every blow 
by the Chicano people against imperial
ism brings the proletariat a step clos
er to its goal of socialist revolution. 
Therefore, we must FAN THE FLAMES of 
the Chicano revolution, support it, 
and strive to give it the consistent 
and determined revolutionary leadership 
that it demands from us.

THE BASIC DEMANDS OF THE CHICANO MOVE
MENT
....The root cause of the oppression 
of the Chicano people is the loss of 

land, its control by the Anglo- 
American imperialists. Control of the 
land gives them also control over the 
timber, the agriculture and the miner
al wealth of the sourthwest. Economic 
aontrol and political control go hand 
in hand. Utilizing their political pow
er they have been able to systemati
cally wrest more and more land from the 
Chicano campesino through an oppressive 
system of taxes, their power of eminent 
domain, etc., (this m  addition to out
right violence and robbery of the lands, 
as well as squeezing many small farmers 
out through control of water, timber 
and grazing rights.) In turn, with the 
wealth gained from the land, the opp
ressors can expand and strengthen their 
political rule which finds its expres
sion m  the denial of democratic rights 
to the Chicano people. To end this vi
cious system we must raise the follow
ing demands m  the Southwest-

(1) Expropriation of the land and all 
natural resources of the Anglo-American 
capitalists as well as all those belong
ing to the federal and state governments.

(2) State unity of the Southwest.
To maintain their rule, the capital
ists have systematically gerrymander-

. ed the areas of Chicano majority________

(roughly from S. Colorado to New Mex
ico through to south Texas and S. Ar
izona and possibly the southeastern 
part of Southern California), combin
ing into counties huge areas of ter
ritory, much of it sparsely inhabited 
by Chicanos and Native Americans, with 
the metropolitan centers which have 
large Anglo majorities. To make ef
fective the possibility of the Chi
cano people putting their right to 
political secession into force it is 
required to unite into one govern
mental unit all areas of the South
west where Chicanos constitute a ma
jority of the popilation. This is to 
ensure the effective democratic ex
ercise of their right to self-deter
mination.

(3) Right to Political Secession 
(self-determination). This is our 
central demand m  the Chicano liber
ation struggle m  the Southwest. In 
order to gurantee a revolutionary di
rection .for this movement and in or
der to harness the vast revolution
ary potential of the Chicano masses 
we must raise this demand in opposi
tion to all bourgeois integrationist 
schemes which preach that "hard work" 
or bourgeois "education" can win Chi
canos equality.
....We must also struggle against 
calls for"Chicano Socialism". This 
cover for narrow, cultural national
ism tries to accomodate the striving 
of the Chicano people towards social
ism with reformism and cultural na
tionalism.

No, against all this, as well as 
against those chauvinists who would 
deny freedom to the Chicano people 
because it would "split the working 
class" (!), we must call for the com
plete and unequivocal right of the 
Chicano people in the southwest to 
exercise political control of their 
territory, as well as to decide upon 
the relation between their territory 
and other nations, including the U.S. 
The right to self-determination means 
that the Chicano majority m  its u- 
nited territory exercises the right

of administering executive, legisla
tive and judicial authority. It is 
presently the U.S. imperialists who 
control this power, the Anglo-Ameri
can capitalists and land-owners. ... 
ONLY if the Chicano people lift the 
burden of imperialism off their back, 
to the point of determining for them
selves their national relationship 
with all other governments will it 
win real sqlf-determmation. Being 
that the U.S. imperialists rely, ul
timately, on military force to pre
serve its rule we must demand that 
all U.S imperialist armed forces be 
removed from the Southwest.

(E) The full democratic rights of 
all native Americans in the southwest 
must be upheld and fought for, includ
ing the right to self-determination 
where it is applicable. They must be 
guranteed the complete right to all 
their lands and full water rights for 
them.

(5) Full democratic rights for all
Chicanos. This is our m a m  demand m  
areas of Chicano concentration (or 
wherever Chicanos reside and are de
nied their rights) outside the South
west .
....Comrades, this resolution is our 
battle cry, our declaration of WAR 
against the U.S. imperialists! It is 
up to us to make it a living reality- 
to give it life by integrating its 
truth and direction with the histor
ic revolutionary struggle of the Chi
cano people. LONG LIVE THE STRUGGLE 
OF THE CHICANO NATION! THE RIGHT TO 
POLITICAL SECESSION FOR THE CHICANO 
NATION! FULL DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS FOR 
ALL CHICANOS! THE FIRES OF REVOLUTION 
ARE BURNING, FAN THE FLAMES'. WORKERS 
AND OPPRESSED PEOPLES OF THE WORLD 
UNITE!

MOLDERS
(Continued from p.3) 

ounce of their energy to maintain the 
class divisions, to fan the flames of 
chauvinism and to chain the skilled 
Anglo workers (in particular) to

their narrowest craft interests (cf. 
Revolutionary Cause #7)
The workers came to this understand

ing IN SPITE of the Communist Party 
of the USA which NEVER ONCE raised 
this question in any more than a ble
eding heart liberal manner, and NEVER 
ONCE organized the struggle against 
national oppression m  the local The 
CPUSA has dragged the proud name of 
communism through the mud -- a name 
which stands first of all for prole- 
tanan-internationalism -- they did 
everything in their power to oppose 
ATM's work m  the local, including 
our exposures of the imperialist so
cial props, which they referred to as 
"Maoist bullshit". Not only did these 
traitors fail to raise the national 
question or work for the interests of 
the oppressed nationality workers -- 
they actually tried to sabotage the 
strike -- agreeing right along with 
the trade union'bureaucrats to post
pone the strike for two weeks, to 
"concede" the most important demands. 
Finally, the CP outdid itself near 
the end of the strike when they plead
ed with the workers to quickly settle 
before the strike "becomes political". 
Fortunately, the strike had already 
"become political" as the workers 
learned that the capitalist class was 
their enemy, that the capitalist class

8 -- REVOLUTIONARY CAUSE

was the source of national - oppression, 
that the capitalist class bribed the 
social props who bartered with their in
terests. And these are precisely the 
lessons which communists must drive home 
over and over again to the working class 
if we are to have a socialist revolution 
m  this country While the work m  the 
Molders actually constitutes only a be
ginning to the work there, the strike 
lays a solid political foundation for al| 
future organizing m  the local, and the 
political LESSONS of the strike are of 
crucial importance for the entire working 
class movement.

But why do we call the Communist Party 
of the USA social props'7 Here m  a con
crete struggle for the UNITY of our class,

a unity indispensable to our revolution, 
they consciously and actively sided with 
the trade union bureaucrats And those 
bureaucrats fought every demand for the 
equality of the nationalities By siding 
with them who does the CPUSA serve, the 
workers or the capitalists7 And because 
they have some influence among some work
ers they help to keep the capitalists m  
power by keeping those workers on the side 
of capital. They help to "prop up" cap
italism But this is only one small ex
ample of the role they play
While the CPUSA had little influence on 

the working class and oppressed national
ity upsurges of the 1960’s, they have 
started to grow as more and more people 
become open to the ideas -Of communism.

(Continued on Page 9)

FARAHI  f i l i a l  ■(C o n t in u ed f r o m page
for the Farah strike film. These two 
strikers were very reluctant to part 
with their home movies. They told us 
that we didn't need anybody from the 
outside to make a movie about our 
struggle, that we could make one 
ourselves. But our group convinced 
them that this movie was going to be 
a l6mm film and besides that, we . 
didn't have the money or the know-how 
to make a l6mm film. Only after that 
we told them that this group, the RU, 
had promised us a copy of the film so 
that we could continue to organize 
the strikers into a strong rank and 
file did they part with their films.
There was a good working relation 

between RU and our group, up until 
the time the RU started to send their 
people down to El Paso to stay. They 
started to visit our people in our 
group without the leaders of the

group knowing anything about it.
When we heard about the RU visiting 

6) our members, at first we said maybe 
they are trying to show our members 
how to organize our group better.
But we started to hear complaints 
from our members that the RU members 
were ordering them to do things they 
didn't want to do. For example cal
ling meetings without the leaders 
being present, trying to get members 
to sell their papers at the unemploy
ment lines, pushing our members to 
read material that they could not 
understand. Which caused a women mem
ber to say that the RU was trying to 
shove things down our throats. Our 
members also asked in a meeting of 
our group if the RU was here to take 
over our group.
Our group was a very closed one.

We worked hard with all our members 
trying to understand each other.
Even after the strike was over we

(C ontinued  on page 10 ):
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5. The proper training of future 
party cadres must be one of the bas
es of unity of communist organiza
tions struggling for the party.

OUR ERRORS

Comrades, we do not pretend that 
our work in the Molders Union is 
without errors -- both right and 
"left" errors. Nor do we claim that 
our work is completed m  that union 
--“it is really barely beginning 
All we have done thus far is help to 
create a solid foundation for our 
work. We must now build upon this 
foundation and turn that local (and 
eventually the union itself) into a 
stronghold of communism. But let's 
talk a little about our most impor
tant errors in the work
Our main errors m  this strike 

were right errors Although we did 
do broad propaganda on the questions 
of class struggle, national oppres- 
sion and the social props of lmperi-

I M i n i  I [Continued from p. 8) 

felt we were a strong group. Even 
though we won the strike, the company 
continued, even now, to try and 
break our Union. The company fired 
the most militant leaders in our 
group and has layed off many members 
of the Union. Also the company has 
cut our wages because we cannot meet 
the high quotas. This caused some 
members of our group to become de
moralized. But what made it even 
worse was when we found out that we 
were not going to get a copy of our 
film. We also found out, to our sur
prise, that the RU was promoting 
their organization m  the film. This 
was never agreed upon. It caused our 
members to say that this movie was 
to be about our strike, we never 
agreed to make a movie promoting 
the RU (RCP).

It has been over a year since the 
film was finished. We have made ef
forts to obtain a copy of the film 
from the RU (RCP) members in El Paso. 
They told us they don't know any
thing about it and the fight is be
tween the film company (Single Spark 
Film Company) and our group. We ask
ed them how can this be when in the 
film all they do is promote the RU 
(RCP). We asked if we could buy a 
copy of the film and they told us 
that the RU was not going to sell it 
to just any group. So our group told 
the RU (RCP) and one of the film 
makers m  San Francisco, that we 
withdrew our permission for them to 
use our interviews and the actual 
films of the walkout. We appeal to 
the honest elements in the RU (RCP) 
to try and correct the wrong that 
has been done. If you have been led 
to believe that we are members of 
any political group well, we are 
not. At present we maintain our in
dependence within the working class 
movement. Ourrgroup is still active. 
We work under.; the name of "Unidad 
Para Siempre'h. Our goals include 
working to build a strong rank and 
file movement for a democratic union 
and to educate Chicano workers of 
our proud history of resistance to 
exploitation. Also to teach Chicano 
working class history.

Our demands to the RU (RCP) and 
the Single Spark Film Company are to 
correct the film to the way it was 
originally agreed upon and also an 
official response from the RU (RCP) 
leadership.
We appeal to all groups in the

alism, we did not carry on this work 
on the questions of socialism and 
the party. We feared that we would 
get 1,isolated" if we raised these 
questions. We were tailing the ideas 
of the most politically backward 
workers Why did we do this?
1 We were m  the process of rooting 
out the "left” deviation m  ATM, 
particularly our isolation from mass 
struggle We overreacted and went to 
the right. Lacking the correct poli
tical training it is easy for inex
perienced cadres (which ours were) 
to fall .into these errors
2) Although the majority of our ca
dres come from the working class, 
many of them are young and are new to 
working class organizing A number of 
the comrades from the area of the - 
strike are from intellectual back
grounds, and many of the comrades 
from working class backgrounds spent 
some time as college students. These 
social roots contributed to the loss 
of bearings which occured m  the 
strike, as well as the weak class 
stand concerning red-baiting and 
raising the questions of socialism 
and the proletarian party.
3) Although our history as revolu
tionary nationalists provided the ba
sis for our "left" deviation to de
velop, our early history as commun
ists was marked by economism and the 
belittling of theory, and was bound 
to have its impact, especially m  the 
face of inexperience and the lack of 
the correct cadre training.
We can only root out our errors by 

first seeking the historical and so
cial conditions which give rise to 
them. Secondly, we must systematical
ly TRAIN our cadres to carry out 
their tasks as communists -- HOW to 
raise the questions of socialism and 
the Party and HOW to organize the 
struggle so that the masses learn 
from their own experience of the ne
cessity for their communist party and 
for socialist revolution. Lacking 
this training, our youth and inexper
ience, in combination with our "turn" 
from the "left", our history and so
cial conditions were almost bound to 
lead to some type of right errors in
our work , , , .

A second crucial right error com
mitted during the strike was our 
failure to do consistent and all- 
sided exposure of the RCP. A failure 
to do this left many workers (parti
cularly the least politically devel- 
oped) seeing no major differences

working class, Chicano and student 
movements to help us obtain our
right to our recorded struggle (Film). 
We appeal to you to put pressure on 
the RU (RCP) in your local area and 
to get other people involved to ex
pose this wrong and to demand a res
ponse from the RU (RCP) leaders to 
our two demands.
It is bad enough that we as a na

tional minority have been exploited 
and deceived by the boss and poli
ticians. But it is even worse when 
it is done to us' by people who call 
themselves REVOLUTIONARIES.

between ourselves and the RCP We 
both claimed to be communists, we 
both advocated mass actions, we both 
worked hard in the day to day strug
gles of the workers, we both talked 
"politics". We started to do this 
exposure at the beginning of the 
strike but we backed off when some 
workers initially saw this as "divi
sive" But we should not have tailed 
after these sentiments (misguided 
sentiments for unity) -- but should 
have intensified our political work 
to expose these opportunists so that 
the unity of the class is based not 
upon sentiment but upon the solid 
foundation of political understanding 
of their historical tasks. And with 
their chauvinism and economism, the 
RCP sure as hell gave us enough rope 
to hang them with. And of course, we 
will m  all our future work Our 
error flowed from conciliationism 
(our fear of appearing "divisive") 
which inevitably leads to right op
portunism if it is not recognized, 
checked and rooted out just as it 
led to nghtism in this strike. We 
must always take a firm stand against 
all opportunism
Finally, we must seriously criti

cize ourselves for falling prey to 
the worst sort of red-baitinp m  re
gard to the Workers Viewpoint Organ
ization. In their newspaper they 
criticize us for siding with a hand
ful of backward workers who ran them 
off from a mass gathering because 
they were selling "communist liter
ature". We did not strugglp against 
these incorrect ideas, but in fact 
united with the workers in throwing ' 
out the WO. We incorrectly denied 
that we did this at a public forum 
m  Los Angeles and we were wrong m  
doing so without a thorough investi
gation of the facts. This action 
does not characterize our work during 
the strike, but m  fact stands out 
as an exception (We did not do this

m  other occasions, for instance.) 
That however, does not excuse the 
error In fact it was our policy to 
oppose the distribution of the W O  
leaflets because THEY HAD DONE AB
SOLUTELY NO WORK DURING THE STRIKE. 
This too is incorrect, they must 
chiefly be exposed on their linel 
This was not, however, how it was 
explained to the workers and as a 
result we tailed the red-baiters.
The error flows from an erroneous 
view on the part of our cadre on 
how to fight opportunism. The cadre 
was aware of our view that W O  is a 
right opportunist organization, and 
believed that his actions constituted 
"fighting opportunism" The blame 
must fall on leadership as leader
ship is responsible both for the po
litical clarity of its cadres and 
their TRAINING m  fighting oppor
tunism, as well as how to deal with 
situations like the one described 
above.

SUMMARY

Comrades, we think that the Mol- 
der's strike holds important lessons 
for party building and for our revo
lution. It has shown us m  practice 
the importance of an understanding 
of the national question for our 
work— It. has shown us that the train
ing of party cadres is a complex and 
protracted task -- a key aspect of 
party building. It has taught us 
important lessons m  the struggle 
against opportunism, and against our 
own right and "left" errors. Finally, 
it helped to show the truth and cor
rectness of our general line, as 
well as to bring out the weaknesses 
in that line.
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