
HIGH SCHOOL W ALK-OUT  
HITS RACISM  IN EL PASO

El Paso, Texas—In the first month of the present (1973-74) 
school year, approximately 150 students walked out of 
Ysleta High School in protest of a number of long stand
ing problems. This walkout followed two walkouts the 
preceding academic year which were essentially addressed 
to the same problems. This year’s action was provoked by 
several instances of the continued insensitivity of the 
school faculty and administration to the special needs of 
Spanish-speaking students. Deficiencies in the delivery of 
educational services to the Spanish-speaking students of 
El Paso County are common knowledge and have been 
documented by Dr. Thomas Carter, of the University of 
Texas at El Paso, in his report entitled: “Mexican-Ameri
can: An Educational Dilemma-1971.”

All of the of the three walkouts have centered around 
the following six basic demands: 1) A Chicano Cultural 
heritage library, 2) Bilingual and Bicultural teachers,
3) An advisory student committee, 4)-The discharge of 
several teachers who repeatedly continue to make racial 
slurs to Mexican-American students in their respective 
classes, 5) Approval of a cultural heritage* Chicano on- 
campus club, and 6) An affirmative action plan toward 
a bi-cultural school system.

There was only a half-hearted effort on the part of the 
school administration to act upon the problems pointed

out by the demands of the previous walkouts. The only 
action taken toward meeting the demands has been: 1) 
Only 30 books were purchased for the Mexican-Ameri
can Culture course of 130 students. 2) Chicano Club has 
still not been approved. A Mexican American Club 
exists, but the most active members of the club have been 
suspended from school. 3) The racist principal and tea
chers still have not been discharged. Following a fight 
between Chicanos and Anglos on September 11,1973, 
parents of the Anglo students also requested the release 
of the principal and teachers due to their lack of leader
ship abilities. 4) The school feels they have implemented 
the library. The students, however, feel they have not. 
The books presently on the shelves suffer from poverty 
of matter, interest and relevancy. Someone has ironically 
included three books of the Texas Rangers and Rosa’s 
Cook Book. 5) The three day sensitivity session was held 
for one day, but teachers continue to make racial re
marks.

During last year’s walkouts, both students and parents 
organized themselves and participated in negotiations in 
good faith with school administrators. It was their aim 
to try to implement a bicultural education system at 
Ysleta to reflect the needs of this bicultural community. 
Up to now, all their efforts have been in vain. Their ef-

RALLY PROTESTS------------
JAPAN- TOWN EVICTIONS

San Francisco, California—About 200 residents of Nihon- 
machi (Japan town) here attended a rally March 10 to pro
test the demolition of housing in their community. The 
rally was held by CANE, a grass-roots organization formed 
over a year ago to fight redevelopment plans to turn then- 
community into a “tourist showcase” for big business in 
San Francisco.

The city planners and the multi-national corporations 
would like to see San Francisco become the “Wall Street 

_ _  of the West” and a center for trade with Asia. With this 
in mind, they have planned to build hotels and fancy 
shops in Nihonmachi to attract tourism and the business 
conventions. Already the Kintetsu corporation of Japan 
controls nearly a quarter of the land in the community, 
including the huge Japan Trade Center.

CANE (the Committee Against Evictions in Nihomma- 
chi) says that this redevelopment is an attack on the inte
grity of the Japanese community, by its destruction of 
low-cost housing and mass evictions. Many residents and 
small businesses have been forced to leave Nihonmachi be
cause of the lack of housing and higher tax zoning.

Redevelopment began in Nihonmachi in 1958, when over 
1000 residents were evicted for the construction of the 
Trade Center alone. Since then no new low-cost housing 
has been built. Residents grew especially angry when 
buildings often remained empty and lots vacant for years 
after people were evicted and buildings were torn down.

In early 1973 a new wave of redevelopment was begun,

with eviction notices to 33 families and 6 businesses. A 
meeting of Nihonmachi residents was held to discuss the 
evictions and redevelopment. Many of the older residents 
spoke of their experiences in the concentration camps in 
World War II, and how redevelopment was a further at
tack on Japanese-Americans in Nihonmachi. From this 
CANE was formed, to protect the interests of the commu
nity as well as the rights of residents and small businesses.

CANE informed residents of their rights relating to re
development, and challenged evictions in court. They be
gan working with a committee of Japanese-American chur
ches to try to get housing for elderly Nihonmachi citizens. 
CANE made a presentation to the federal Commission on 
Clvii$ ights on the negligences and abuses by the city’s 
Redevelopment Agency.

In December CANE packed a Board of Permit Apj sals 
meeting to oppose the construction of the Kintetsu Sun
flower Hotel; presenting a petition with over 2,000 signa
tures supporting CANE and opposing the new building. 
CANE returned to the Board in February, but their appeal 
was turned down.

In spite .of setbacks, support for CANE has grown among 
all sections of the community, as well as from other groups 
opposed to redevelopment plans in the Bay Area. The 
large turnout at the rally March 10 reflected the growth of 
CANE as an on-going organization fighting for the needs 
of the Japanese-American community in San Francisco.

TERROR  
C A N ’T  SILENCE  

C LA R ID A D ’S VOICE
Five people, including two members of the Puerto 

Rican Socialist Party (PSP) and three innocent bystanders 
were injured March 16 when a car filled with right-wing 
terrorists passed by the offices of Claridad newspaper and 
the Impresora Nacional (where Claridad is printed) in a 
suburb of Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, and opened fire.

The incidents began at about 10 p.m. when the attackers 
tried to plant an explosive device at the Impresora Nacio
nal. The attempt was frustrated by the presence of PSP 
members who were on guard surrounding the printing 
plant.

An hour later, the attackers returned and shot and 
wounded Manuel J. Gonzalez and Domingo Vega, who had 
gone to the printing plant after learning of the first inci
dent. Gonzalez was hit in the shoulder and Vega suffered 
perforation of the urethra.Vega underwent emergency op
eration, and remained in critical condition.

In the attack on the newspaper offices, three men from 
the neighborhood where Claridad has its offices were hit 
in different parts of the body and taken to the Medical 
Center in serious condition. Witnesses said that four police 
patrol cars were stationed in a gasoline station across from 
the Impresora Nacional during the attack but did nothing. 
Cases of M-16 bullets were found outside both the Impre
sora Nacional and the Claridad offices. M-16 rifles are only 
carried by the National Guard and the Island Police.

An investigation by the Puerto Rican Socialist Party has 
revealed that one of the armed terrorists, wounded at the 
Impresora Nacional, and now hospitalized, is an employee 
of the San Juan City Administration.

The terrorist, Jose Felipe Diaz Ortiz, is a known agent 
of the CIA and,as a former member of the ROTC at the 
University of Puerto Rico, led various repressive actions 
against university students there.

According to Pigna Sanchez, PSP Press Secretary, “this 
is just one more in a whole series of violent incidents ins
tigated by the Puerto Rican and U.S. Governments to 
destroy the PSP and the whole independence movement. 
There have been more than two hundred of these during 
recent years.”

She pointed out that in New York City, both the police 
and the newspapers have recently attempted to defame 
the party.

Sanchez noted that a few weeks ago, the Spanish-lan- 
guage newpaper El Diario-La Prensa published a front page 
headline; attempting to link the PSP to the Hearst kidnap
ping. In addition, she said, the New York Police Depart
ment recently arrested the Puerto Rican Socialist Party mi
litant, Ismael Barreto, and insinuated that he had been at
tempting to assassinate Hortensia Bussi de Allende. Barre
to, said said, formed part of the welcoming committee for 
Mrs. Allende during her recent visit to the United Nations.

“During Barreto’s arrest,” said Sanchez, “it also came to 
light that CIC, the secret police of Puerto Rico, were part 
of the police force who arrested the PSP militant.”

In New York, a demonstration was held on March 19 in 
front of the Sperry Rand building to protest the latest 
wave of repression unleashed against the growing indepen
dence movement on the island. Over 200 people carried 
signs and chanted militantly “U.S. Out of Puerto Rico 
Now” ,; “Stop Political Repression Now” , and “Muerte al 
Imperialismo” . as they picketed the building. Andres To
rres and Juan Ortero of the PSP spoke and pointed out

forts toward mutual understanding have been thwarted 
by a continuation of racist incidents in the classrooms 
and on school property. The following are several docu
mented incidents that have occurred: a) A Chicano stud
ent was chased down a school hallway by two teachers 
who tried to beat him. b) A student’s club jacket was 
stripped from him by the principal and torn, c) Chicanos 
have been suspended continuously for fighting with 
Anglos while Anglos are only issued a warning.

The action taken by Ysleta School administrators to 
wards the boycotting of students included the following: 
a) Students were illegally suspended because of inadequa
cies in the due process, b) Several students were threat
ened by El Paso policemen patrolling the campus during 
the week of September 12-20,1973. c) Pressure is being 
applied to so-called “trouble-makers” to completely 
withdraw from school without due process of a hearing. 
Four students have been targeted for this tactic by school 
administrators, d) Pressure is also being applied to certain 
students to enroll in vocational manpower-type programs 
not connected with the school district, and 4) Students 
have been pressured to sign statements denying any grie
vances against the school.

POOR STUDENTS EXPELLED
The students suspended and expelled as a result of the 

latest walkout were not permitted to transfer to another 
public school. 95 per cent of the students involved in this 
latest walkout are below the federal poverty guide-lines 
and cannot afford to attend a private school. The general 
feeling among the students is something of relief at not 
being allowed to return to school. They feel that there is 
very little for them to gain at Ysleta High School. Three 
students did ask for a readmission hearing. They were: 
Ernesto and Lorenzo Reyes and Wally Apodaca. These 
three students went through a long period of waiting be
fore a hearing was granted to them. The suspensions were 
done in September and the hearing was granted in Janua
ry. The hearings lasted a period of seven weeks. Teachers 
contradicted themselves time after time. Many of them 
had to finally admit that there was “something wrong” 
with the educational system. The results of these hearings 
were given pn the 25th of Feburary, they were that 
Lorenzo and Wally would be accepted back in school, 
but that they could not accept Ernesto because “he did' 
not have the ability to learn.” We very well know that 
they are not equipped to decide who has or does not 
have “the ability to learn.” They are only school board 
members.

For the rest of the students at Ysleta High School, this 
struggle is providing them with a more relevant education 
then they are getting in the classroom. It is an education 
in how the Chicano people in the Southwest can finally
win their emancipation. .— -
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. . .a monthly newspaper of news and analysis from the 
GI movement. Published by the “Defense Committee,” 
an organization of enlisted men and women and their 
families. Send $2 to:

THE DEFENSE COMMITTEE 
Box 9870, Norfolk, Va. 23505

Free to GIs and other prisoners.
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that the struggle of thes Puerto. Rican people will never 
cease no matter how severe the repression until Puerto R . ^  
co gains its independence.

In Chicago, another demonstration was staged March 20 
outside the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico offices. Other 
demonstrations were planned for Boston, Camden, Hart
ford and Cleveland.
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