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only this “ solid evidence” to offer.
The insinuations and accusations made against both 

comrades are nothing short of outright lies whipped up in 
order to place the blame for these illegal acts on them and 
make them the scape goats for events that evidently the 
police have not been able to solve

Who Are Those Companeros?

Edgardo Alvelo Burgos is an outstanding fighter for in
dependence and a militant of the trade union movement in 
Puerto Rico. Among the positions and responsibilities 
which he has taken up during the years he has dedicated 
to the workers’ struggle, those which stand out among 
others are: the compahero was an organizer of the Puerto 
Rican Guild of Workers (Germio Puertorriqueno de Traba- 
jadores) at which time he participated in this union’s 
strikes against companies such as Westinghouse, various 
municipa! administrations, agencies of the government 
the Datsun Company, etc.; he was a member of the United 
Workers’ Movement (M.O.U.), an organization which in the 
past brought together important unions in the country he
!^onSecretary of Workers’ ar|d Trade Union affairs of the 
MSP, in which he retains positions of leadership due to his 
militancy and.political capability; he has always maintain
ed himself involved in the more significant workers’ strug
gles, having participated in the 1974 teachers’ strike (in 
which he was hurt and arrested by the police), in the 1976 
strike of the Puerto Rican Cement Company, in  the strike 
of the Comandante race track (in which he was also ar- 
[®stf£a n d  brutally assaulted) and in the recent strike of 
the UTIER against the Water Resources Authority. At the 
time of his arrest, Edgardo had begun working as an 
organizer for the Teachers’ Federation in Puerto Rico.

Humberto Pagan Hernandez is the compahero who in 
March 1971 was accused of the execution of Commander 
Birino Mercado, the chief of the infamous Shock forces, in 
the University of Puerto Rico. The intentions of the police 
in avenging the death of their commander were to 
assassinate our companero, forcing Humberto to flee to 
Canada where he remained until 1975, at which time he 
returned to Puerto Rico and was absolved of the charges 
against him. He is a member of the MSP and the current 
accusations against him constitute an act of vengeance 
on the part of the police of Puerto Rico.

Neither the arrest of companero Alvelo nor the accusa
tions against Humberto Pagan and the MSP are isolated 
incidents. They occur within the framework of the cam
paign of persecution and repression being waged by the 
colonial government and its repressive agencies against 
the workers’ movement in Puerto Ricao and particularly 
against the fighters for independence and socialism in our 
homeland.

The assasinations of Arnaldo Dario Rosado and Carlos 
Soto Arrivi on July 25th in Cerro Maravilla in Jayuya, Puer
to Rico; the repression against the workers during the re

cent strikes at the Water Works Authority and the 
Metropolitan Bus Authority; the arrest and jailing of worker 
leader, Radames Acosta, accused of violating the in
famous Taft Hartley Law; the case fabricated against 
Teamster organizer Miguel Cabrera, accused of killing the 
company lawyer Allan H. Randall; the bombing of the of
fices of the Teamsters Union perpetrated by elements link
ed to the the terrorists of the right; the brutal assasination 
of Teamster leader Juan Rafael Caballero at the hands of 
the Death Squad of the Puerto Rican Police; the 
technological bolstering and consolidation of the various 
repressive agencies (police, NIC, TPF, FBI, etc.) to deal 
with subversive activities in Puerto Rico; and the persecu
tion of and fabrications against the MSP are all elements 
of the same scheme.

All of these are actions aimed at creating a basis for the 
establishment of a police state in Puerto Rico. They in
dicate a movement toward a form of government which, 
confronted with its inability to resolve the grave economic 
and social problems facing the colony, will be 
able—through generalized and daily repression—to main
tain the conditions of exploitation and oppression from 
which the dominant classes in Puerto Rico benefit. It will 
be a regime where the violation of the rights of the people, 
terrorism and violence, assasinations and jailing of revolu
tionaries, will become the daily bread of the people.

For this reason, the Popular Socialist Movement will 
denounce at all levels this new offensive against it and in 
the process will utilize all the mechanisms (avenues) to 
which it has access. Already on the national level public 
denunciation of the case has been initiated through the 
channels of the organization and through the Soto-Rosado 
Committee Against Repression, an organization which 
emerged as a result of the crimes at Cerro Maravilla com
posed of the major progressive forces on the island. In the 
United States steps have already begun to expose the 
nature of these cases and to seek solidarity in the face of 
repression.

More importantly, and beyond many of these things, one 
thing must be made clear. The repressive goals of the 
government will not be achieved. Its harassment and 
persecution, such as the campaign of slanders directed at 
crippling and obstructing the work of the MSP, will only 
achieve the re-enforcement and strengthening of our will 
and commitment to double our efforts to develop the in
strument that will serve the workers to overthrow the 
bourgeoisie and imperialist domination of our country and 
lead to the establishment of socialism.

Party Building and Its 
Relationship to the Masses

In th is  part o f our party-bu ild ing  position  we assess the pre
sent state o f the party-bu ild ing  forces— particu la rly  the “ an ti
revis ionist and an ti-dogm atis t” forces and the contrad ictions 
which characterize the party-bu ild ing  process in th is  country.

This pamphlet is available for $1.25 (which includes 
mailing cost) from:

EL COMITE-M.I.N.P.
577 Colum bus Ave.

N.Y., N.Y. 10024
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PUERTO RICO:
Revolutionary Unity 

and the Solidarity Movement
On August 28, the United Nations Decolonization Com

mittee began this year’s hearing on the status of Puerto 
Rico. For a number of years now, this “Committee of 24” 
has held hearings on this question. In 1972, it declared 
Puerto Rico a colony of the United States and in subse
quent years it reaffirmed Puerto Rico’s right to self- 
determination and independence. But it has never 
specifically called for the U.S. to withdraw from the island. 
Only if there is a majority vote to do this, can the case of 
Puerto Rico be transferred to the U.N. General Assembly 
for discussion during its next meeting.

During the week of the hearings, organizations from 
Puerto Rico and those based in the U.S. organized a series 
of activities to show a unitary support for the call for in
dependence. At a demonstration of 200 people at United 
Nations Plaza, speakers from U.S.-based organizations ad
dressed the crowd. Included were speakers from El 
Comite-MINP; the Puerto Rican Socialist Party; National 
Liberation Movement (MLN); the Puerto Rico Solidarity 
Committee; and the Committee in Support of Puerto Rican 
Independence, composed of activists from the May 19th 
Communist Organization.

Following is the speech presented by a member of our 
Political Commission. The presentation focused on the 
need to develop principled unity among the forces support
ing Puerto Rican independence; yet at the same time, the 
ideological and political differences that exist among the 
groups could not be negated or ignored, for this would only 
create a false unity.

Companeros and Companeras:
Once again the question of Puerto Rico’s status is being 

discussed in the chambers of the United Nations; and 
once again the bourgeois parties in Puerto Rico are uniting 
in defense of its colonial status and the exploitation of its 
natural and human resources by U.S. imperialism. But, as 
has happened before in major international forums, the 
lies and distortions of these reactionaries are being ex
posed and denounced by the progressive and revolu
tionary forces in Puerto Rico who are calling for an end to 
colonialism and for the right of the Puerto Rican people to 
self-determination.

But when we listen to the voices of the independence 
movement, as well as those who support the struggle for 
Puerto Rican independence here in the United States, it 
becomes very clear that there are differences as to how 
colonialism will be ended and how self-determination will 
be achieved. Indeed, there exist serious differences among 
the Puerto Rican Left that focus on the primary questions 
to be resolved in the revolutionary process, both in Puerto 
Rico and in this country. These are: the correct strategy, 
tactics, and program for Puerto Rico; the role of armed 
struggle; an analysis of imperialism’s plans for the island 
(statehood or neo-colonialism?); how to build the revolu
tionary party of the working class; the role and tasks of 
Puerto Ricans in the U.S., the role and tasks of a solidarity 
movement, as well as other questions.

Despite the fact that we are divided over these various 
questions, the efforts made in the past few days—the 
mobilization of support at the United Nations stand as 
proof that sectarianism, organizational chauvinism and ar
rogance can be overcome. These efforts reflect that we 
can take up not only those things which divide us, but also 
those which unite us against our common enemy—the 
enemy of the working class of Puerto Rico and the U.S., the 
main enemy of the peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin 
America and of the broad masses of oppressed people 
throughout the world: U.S. imperialism.

In these times, when the colonial government of Romero 
Barcelo is engaged in a concerted and ruthless attack on 
the Puerto Rican labor movement and the independence 
movement, the unity of progressive and revolutionary 
forces is instrumental. Faced with a growing militancy in 
the trade union movement, Barcelo is out to destroy it, and 
in particular, its most conscious leaders. In addition, he is 
out to destroy the growing links between the trade union 
movement and the struggles for independence and 
socialism, which have the potential to direct and activate 
Puerto Rican workers in their real class interests. This is 
the reason why the independence and revolutionary 
movements are under fire. Under these conditions, unity 
assumes an even greater importance.

But we can only build real unity—i.e., a unity that 
strengthens the progressive movements—if it develops in 
a principled manner with areas of agreement clearly out-
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lined. To forge unity in a principled manner, then, is not on
ly a task before us, but it is essential if the struggle of the 
Puerto Rican working class is to be victorious. It is essen-' 
tial if we here in the United States are to involve workers, 
especially Puerto Rican workers, in the class stYuggle in 
this country. Principled struggle and the resulting unity 
which can be achieved is key if we are to build a strong 
movement in the U.S. in solidarity with the cause of Puerto 
Rican independence and socialism.

However, in the process of building unity, we should 
avoid false unity that clouds our differences over fun
damental quesions. False unity which negates the 
political and ideological differences that divide us, can on
ly set back the revolutionary process, not push it forward. 
Therefore, whenever and wherever we unite, it must be on 
clearly defin,ed principles. Furthermore, when we struggle 
over key differences, these struggles must take a com
radely form, through the appropriate channels agreed upon, 
and "not through unprincipled back-biting attacks and 
slanders.
Comrades: . ,

Since it came to power in 1975, the Barcelo administra
tion has had as its strategic goal the conversion of Puerto 
Rico into the 51st state. Both the progressive trade union 
movement and the independence forces stand as clear 
obstacles to the realization of that objective. Therefore 
Barcelo and his party, the New Progressive Party (PNP), 
have unleashed a wave of repression intended to first 
neutralize and then destroy these sectors of opposition. 
The most recent victims of this terrorist campaign were 
the two idependentista youths, Carlos Enrique Soto Arrivi 
and Dario Rosado. Last month Soto and Rosado were am
bushed and executed by the police. We have seen the con
tinued harassment and persecution of members and 
leaders of the Puerto Rican Socialist Party. Several weeks 
ago, the increased harassment by the police of the Popular 
Socialist Movement (MSP) came to a head with the arrest 
of companero Edgardo Alvelo Burgos. Last September, the 
police executed Teamster shop steward Juan Rafael 
Caballero Santana.

, These developments, together with the frameup of 
Teamster organizer, Miguel Cabrera, clearly indicate that 
this repressive wave does not promise to subside; i f . 
anything, events point toward its intensification on a more 
brutal and widespread scale. The definition of Puerto 
Rico’s status is at a crossroads today. But either of im
perialism’s alternatives, statehood or a neo-colonial solu

tion, will confront one certainty: the militant opposition of 
the progressive labor movement and the revolutionary 
forces.

This is, in general terms, the reality which brings us to 
the United Nations today, August 30, 1978. At the level of 
this international forum, much work has been done toward 
advancing the cause of Puerto Rican independence and 
socialism.

Among those who have taken the lead in bringing the 
case of Puerto Rico to the nations of the world, is Cuba. 
Revolutionary Cuba stands as an example of principled 
unity, struggle, and commitment to the true liberation of 
the people of Puerto Rico. The Cuban people have re
mained firm in their determination; they do tireless work at 
the United Nations and among the non-aligned countries; 
they have continued to put the principles of Proletarian In
ternationalism into practice.

There is not doubt that the U.N. or any other interna
tional forum is an important area of struggle and that a vic
tory in the U.N. this year will contribute to the difficult work 
ahead in the struggle for national liberation. However, we 
should not harbor illusions about any progressive stand 
that the U.N. should take, either in this particular period or 
in the future. The social liberation of the Puerto Rican peo
ple will be achieved only by the Puerto Rican people 
themselves, particularly the working class, the leading 
force in the liberation process.

On this day we raise once again the call for solidarity 
and support for the Puerto Rican national liberation strug
gle. Our movement here in the U.S. must become a tribunal 
of exposure and denouncement of the colonial situation in 
Puerto Rico. Our movement must also educate the North 
American people, the North American multi-national work
ing class, to the ties of exploitation and oppression that 
bind them together with the Puerto Rican people, the ties 
of U.S. imperialism.

In particular, we must recognize our responsibility in 
raising support for the victims of repression of the labor 
and independence movements.

Finally, we must unite our voices in demanding the 
freedom of those who with their example, lives and 
sacrifice serve as source of inspiration and emulation to 
us: the four Nationalist prisoners.

Let us say no to the reactionary forces of statehood!
Let us say no to the plans for neo-colonialism!
Let us say no to the anti-communist and anti-worker 

repression!
Forward to a free and socialist Puerto Rico!

FORUM SPONSORED BY THE U.S. TRADE UNION 
COMMITTEE AGAINST REPRESSION 

IN PUERTO RICO
On: The Repression of the Labor Movement in Puerto Rico 
and the Frame-Up of Teamster Organizer, Miguel Cabrera

Date: WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 13, 1978 
Place: WASHINGTON IRVING HIGH SCHOOL 

40 IRVING PLACE & 16TH ST.
Time: 7:00 P.M.

Speakers: MIGUEL CABRERA 
JEAN WEISMAN, Coordinator, U.S. TUCAR 

Donation: $2.50

J
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INTERNATIONAL ____

NICARAGUA

Sandinista Front Launches 
_________  Offensive

Nicaraguan people show support 
Aug. 23rd at the National Palace.

SOMOZA LOSES CONTROL

The action was two years in the planning. 
Then, on August 23rd, 1978, a green army 
truck arrived in front of the National Palace 
in Managua, capitol of Nicaragua. Twenty- 
five soldiers, men and women, disembarked 
and entered the Palace. Meeting little 
resistance from the palace guards, the 25 
soldiers—commandos of the Frente San
dinista de Liberacion Nacional (FSLN)— 
proceeded to take control of the palace com
plex, which contains both houses of Congress 
and two ministries. The commandos took 
everyone in the palace hostage. Congress was 
in session that day, so that the hostages 
numbered close to 1000, including the 
members of Congress plus several Cabinet 
members.

The commandos demanded that the 
military dictatorship of Anastacio Somoza 
free one hundred political prisoners, publish 
an FSLN message to the Nicaraguan people, 
and pay $10 million in ransom. The sudden
ness of the highly-organized and boldly- 
executed action stunned the already weak
ened Somoza regime. It immediately began 
negotiations with the FSLN, with Arch
bishop Obando y Bravo acting as the 
mediator. After two days of national tension, 
Somoza gave in to the demands of the Frente 
Sandinista. The guerrillas flew to Panama, 
together with fifty-nine freed political 
prisoners. The message had been read over 
national television and radio. The amount of 
money the guerrillas received was over half a 
million dollars.

Before the commandos had left the coun
try, the Somoza regime was confronted with 
the second general strike of the year. This 
one was called by the Frente Amplio de 
Oposicion (FAO), a broad coalition of 
bourgeois opposition groups, including 
business interests, political organizations, 
conservative labor unions, etc. The goal of 
the coalition is the overthrow of Somoza and 
the institution of a democratic government. 
A few days after the strike began, it had 
reached 90% effectiveness. With the action 
at the National Palace, mass activity in the 
street increased tremendously. Urban 
workers, some armed, confronted govern
ment troops; people erected barricades to 
block the movement of National Guard 
troops and to keep them from opening up 
closed businesses. FSLN leaflets urged 
citizens to protect and aid people fleeing 
from the National Guard.

On August 27th, Matagalpa, a town of 
60,000 in the northern part of the country, 
was taken over by students and peasants who

declared it an “ independent territory.” 
Numbering no more than 500, the students 
and peasants drove the National Guard from 
the center of the town, set up barricades and 
organized the administration of the town. 
They received support and cooperation from 
most of the town’s people. Their repulsion of 
several attacks by the National Guard forced 
Somoza to bomb the town with his Air Force 
and to send in his best troops led by his son. 
Before Tachito (Somoza’s son) could launch 
a final attack, the 500 students and peasants 
slipped quietly into the mountains under the 
cover of night, after holding the town for 5 
days. The degree of political and military 
sophistication demonstrated by these young 
people exemplifies the more advanced level 
of struggle presently evolving in Nicaragua.

These three actions—the occupation of the 
National Palace, the general strike, and the 
liberation of Matagalpa—have been the high 
points of the intensifying popular agitation. 
Since last January’s general strike (see OEM, 
Vol. 3, No. 2), there has been a marked in
crease in the activity of the Nicaraguan 
workers, students, and peasants against the 
Somoza regime. High school and college 
students have seized their schools, deman
ding the ouster of Somoza. Peasants have 
become bolder in land takeovers. Women 
have demonstrated with pots and pans pro
testing the rising cost of living and the in

for FSLN commando action,

creasing repression. Health and construction 
workers have gone out on strike. Journalists 
and communications workers have held 
hunger strikes demanding freedom of the 
press. Explosions of homemade bombs have 
become a daily routine. The FSLN has in
creased its attacks on military posts, am
munition depots and banks. Calls for the 
resignation of Somoza have come in from all 
corners including the influential Catholic 
Church.

Somoza’s inability to exercise authority 
over the country has become more evident 
every day. His recent, almost daily press con
ferences are punctuated by hysterical warn
ings that if he resigns, chaos will follow and 
the communists will triumph. The Congress 
recently gave him permission to leave the 
country if necessary, but Somoza declared he 
would not step down until 1981, when 
“ democratic” elections are slated to be held. 
It is clear, however, that the growing popular 
movement, plus Somoza’s alientation of his 
traditional allies (many of those now in the 
FAO) indicates that he will have to leave 
much sooner than 1981.

SOMOZA LOSES HIS FRIENDS

After the 1972 earthquake that destroyed 
Managua, Somoza’s push for profits began 
to alienate sectors of the national




