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A n ti-d ra ft , anti-war movement grows
Over 400 students participated in a 3- 

day teach in entitled “The Mid East Crisis 
and the Danger of WW III” in Boulder, 
Colorado beginning Feb 28th It was a 
good example of the mass activities that 
are taking place in the US as part of the 
spontaneous struggle against the growing 
danger of imperialist war COReS was in 
volved in the preparation of the event and 
participated in it We are sharing this expe 
nence with the rest of the communist mo 
vement to help m clarifying what should 
be a communist approach to the task of 
opposing the two superpowers in the US 
and the danger of war

Registration and the draft was the lm 
mediate concern for many of the people 
who attended the conference but the 
teach in was broadened to include many 
aspects of the danger of war and the cur
rent political situation world wide Panel 
topics included Iran, Afghanistan, the 
draft and the lessons of the Vietnam war, 
US and Soviet foreign policy, oil and im
perialism m the Middle East and the sour 
ces of a WW III In this respect, through the 
the course of the event, many people bene
fited  from the struggle and discussions 
that deepened their awareness of the diffe
rent stands on these questions

Another positive factor of the event 
was that many different groups that had 
never worked together before came toge
ther based on their umty against a new 
draft and the danger of imperialist war 
Thus, the foundation of the conference, 
its starting point was that war prepa
rations and not that of the people of the 
US This orientation was generally adhered 
to throughout the conference and by the 
end of the teach-m, it was clear that high- 
level of counscious umty existed

The resolutions passed by the conferen
ce included generally

*Oppostion to registration and the 
draft of either men or women and active 
promotion of resistance to the draft and 
within the armed forces

♦Oppostion to war preparations of the 
superpowers, especially those of the US m 
eluding the MX missile system, neutron 
bomb, the rapid deployment force, new 
military bases, especially m the Middle 
East, military intervention, mcreases in the 
Pentagon budget ,etc

♦Opposition to the use of the Middle 
East situation by Carter to step up war 
preparations, create war hysteria, cover 
over the economic crisis ,etc

♦Investigation and organization against 
institutions and compames involved m 
war-related work and support for workers 
of the same facilities

♦Oppostion to nuclear power plants as 
a way to build US energy self sufficiency

♦Support for self-determination of Iran 
and Afghanistan and opposition to any in
terference or intervention by US A call 
for the removal of foreign troops from Af
ghanistan Support for the investigation 
of the Shah’s crimes and a speedy, peace
ful solution to the hostage situation

♦Opposition to Senate Bill 1722 (modi
fied S 1 bill) and any strengthening of the 
FBI or CIA including covert activities ai
med at overthrowing other governments

♦Support for the struggles of the Third 
World especially those aimed against US 
Imperialism.

This is not a complete list but does ge- 
.. nerally reflect the issues that were agreed 

upon by the overwhelming majority of the 
participants

In practice, it turned out that with this 
largely white audience, it was more diffi
cult than we thought to get across the need 
to support the Third World struggle in ge
neral as a concrete step to postponing war 
preparations We learned that to carry this 
general question out we needed to d6 a
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special division of labor among our forces 
(who were mostly oppressed nationalities) 
to better build that consciousness and 
support

O U R  A P P R O A C H

COReS saw it as important to work 
with the forces sponsoring the teach in 
and worked to clarify and build from the 
basic unities agamst US war preparations 
We saw that our primary task was to dee 
pen the question of US imperialism, how 
it was one of the two superpowers and 
mam enemies of the world’s peoples, and 
how here in the US it sought to put the 
economic burden and war preparations on 
the people, and how it had to be struggled 
against We think the conference achieved 
basic unity on these questions

Secondarily, we saw the need to expo 
se the role of Soviet social imperialism We 
needed to go beyond the exposures done 
by the US capitalists The important thing 
was to show that the Soviet Union was no 
longer a socialist country, to expose how 
the US was using Soviet aggression to im 
prove its own position strategically and 
get the people to support its war prepara
tions We tried to emphasize that the way 
to struggle against Soviet. Imperialism was 
not by relying on the US, but rather by 
the revolutionaries taking a stand indepen 
dent from either of the two superpowers 
or any sector of the US bourgeoisie

There has been discussion in the com
munist movement about the anti-impena- 
hst slogan of “Down with the two super 
powers” as a tactical line in this anti war 
work This line could be interpreted in 
different ways Based on our experience, 
this tactical line means exposing both super- 
perpowers in a relevant way, while concen
trating on our own US bourgeoisie As 
such, the line would be correct and would 
serve to broaden and consolidate the anti 
war movement At the same time, if the 
line is interpreted to mean in practice “e- 
qual blows” at the two superpowers, not 
only would it be incorrect theoretically, 
but would not move the masses forward 
and instead could confuse them as to the 
direction of the mam blow in the US

We also saw as important to struggle 
and give guidance for more organization 
in the event, develop better avenues of de 
mocratic discussion and avert the anarchis 
tic tendencies that characterized the anti 
Vietnam war era This proved crucial to 
setting up conditions to better consolidate 
forces and strengthen them agamst disrup 
tion and diversion

T H E  C PU SA  A N D  C O U S M L

D E F E N S E  L A W Y E R S  FO R

T H E  T W O  S U P E R P O W E R S

The need to support national liberation 
struggles, especially those aimed at US im
perialism, was put forward in a number of 
different workshops Some marsh forces 
attempted to deviate the discussion in or 
der to cover for US imperialism and Soviet 
social imperialism In the workshop on 
Iran, for example, the COUSML shows its 
neo-Trotskyite line, tailored in Albania, by 
focusing on criticizing the Iranian revolu
tion and its leaders, and not on US impe 
rialism and its attacks on the Iranian peo
ple The COUSML joined hands with other 
reactionaries m attacking Khomeini and 
the militants’ take-over of the US embassy 
and hostages in an attempt to undermine 
the support of the great majority of the 
conference participants for the Iraman re 
volution They failed badly in their at
tempt and in reality their action showed 
the people the opportunist force the 
COUSML is

The CPUSA was another defender of 
imperialism They attempted to divert the 
attention of the people from the real pro 
blems in the Middle East with their ped
dling of “detente” and the need for ratifi
cation of SALT II This serves to hide the 
predatory, warmongering nature of both

(M-L M)

the US and the USSR For the CPUSA, 
the superpowers, and not the masses, are 
the makers of history These revisionists 
justified the Soviet Union’s intervention 
in Afghanistan and despite all their claims 
of opposing the US bourgeoisie, their pro 
gram calls not for the violent overthrow 
of the imperialist bourgeoisie, but for the 
outright revisionist “peaceful transition to 
socialism”

The CPUSA and the COUSML show with 
with their participation m this conference 
that they are better defenders of the super 
powers than the superpowers themselves

O N  S O V IE T  S O C IA L  IM P E R IA L IS M

Dealing with the Soviet Union within 
the US movement is becoming an impor
ts it hne question within the communist 
movement These are the lessons we have 
drawn regarding that question

As we have stated, in our view our mam 
task is to expose the US bourgeoisie and 
develop the concrete struggle against its 
war preparations The Soviet Union’s aggres
sion and its agents must also be combat 
ted What did this mean specifically at the 
teach in7

Only around two of the more than ten 
workshops was an exposure of Russia our 
mam concern In relation to Afghanistan 
and Soviet foreign policy, we conducted 
some educational work to help people bet
ter understand the danger and nature of 
Soviet Imperialism (Strangely enough, the 
CPUSA chose not to speak on either of 
these two panels, but simply “defended” 
the Soviet Union from the audience )

And this is the way we approached the 
issue of Afghanistan Given the conferen
ce’s unclarity about Soviet Imperialism 
and beginmng from the unities of the con
ference, our flyer proposed a resolution of

“We support the right o f self-deter
mination for the Afghanistan peo
ple, free from any foreign interven
tion and call for all foreign troops 
out o f Afghanistan We oppose the 
moves by Carter to use the situa
tion to step up war preparations 
here in the US ”

This resolution (not unlike the UN re 
solution) did not mention the Soviet Union 
by name but put forward the principle of 
self determination and non-intervention 
Tactically, it was a way to build on the 
unity of the conference and still aim a 
blow at the social-imperialists

The CPUSA (and the Workers’ World 
Party) opposed this resolution by trying to 
get self-determination and foreign troops 
stricken from the resolution They were 
unsuccessful in convincing the body of the 
conference to strike out these points which 
was a good indication of the consciousness 
of the people

Nor was the CPUSA able to obscure the 
Afghanistan question. Rather than defend ,

the Soviet Union military intervention, 
they tried to convince people that the 
bourgeois press had lied about mternatio 
nal events in the past (eg the Vietnam war 
in the 60’s) and that by implication they 
were lying too about Afghanistan This went 
over no one By the end of the conferen
ce, it was more than clear that to a certain 
extent these American people understood 
the danger of the Soviet Umon as well as 
that of their own bourgeoisie

Based on that experience and proceed
ing from our line, exposures of the Soviet 
Umon are revelant in the cases that

1 Only by deepenmg people’s conscious
ness could the real danger of war be explai
ned The US will fight that war with the 
Russians and fading to get this accross wdl 
make the character of the war vague or im
ply that the Carter Doctrine is simply sa
bre rattling with no specific enemy in mind 
This only plays into the hands of both su
perpowers

2 We need to combat the anti commu 
msm of US’ anti Russian propaganda, a so- 
called socialist country If we allowed this 
to go unchecked it could be used for red 
baiting in the US or agamst the People’s 
Republic of China

3 To develop support for the struggles 
such as in Kampuchea and Afghanistan, 
aimed agamst Soviet imperialism Only 
by exposing the facts of the so called 
Soviet “assistance” can we win over 
people to render support to Afghanistan 
etc

4 To counteract that war histeria of 
the US bourgeoisie Failing to clarify the 
question of the SU would isolate us from 
the people who accept Carter’s version of 
the Soviet danger We can effectively build 
on the American people’s consciousness 
and win them away from their own bour
geoisie’s national chauvinism

5 To expose that sector of the bour 
geoisie that is providing technology,etc , 
to the Soviet Union, the appeasers

6 To combat the “peaceful road to so
cialism” idea since its implications for the 
struggle in the US are just as suicidal as 
they were for Chde

E R R O R

COReS made one significant error in 
the conference that deserves mention A 
petition was presented to be endorsed by 
the conference—a letter to the Soviet peo
ple pointing out how the two superpo
wers’ leaders (read government) were not 
able to solve international problems and 
that it was up to the peoples to do some
thing to preserve world peace We compu
ted a leftist error of seizing on a secondary 
point (that the petition could imply all 
people want peace when the bourgeoisie 
of both superpowers do not) and belittled 
the general thrust, which was correct This

Continues on page 8
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at each step, and there are many attempts 
to deviate the resistance movement to 
wards a reformist path They try, for exam 
pie, to sabotage the efforts of taking up 
the rigfyt of oppressed nations to self deter 
mination to its logical conclusion concre 
te material and political support for natio 
nal liberation movements As a matter of 
fact, the need to develop consciousness on 
this question is one of the tasks of Marxist 
Leninists within this struggle

Regarding the question of war, social 
democrats are basically bourgeois pacifists 
who oppose war in itself and adopt a paci 
fist attitude towards it For them there is 
no difference between imperialist wars and 
wars for national liberation and socialist 
revolution They do not recognize the me 
vitability of war under the imperialist sys 
tern, and spread the view that it is possible 
to avoid war—by defeating war mongenng 
politicians, through the election of so-called 
“pacifist” and “progressive” politicians It 
is not mere chance that many of them pro 
mote the candidacies of Jerry Brown and 
Ted Kennedy, in opposition to those of 
Carter and Reagan, as a way of combatting 
the draft and the war danger

The work of the social-democrats helps 
to a great extent the work of revisionists, 
who also spread false illusions and refor 
mist solutions to the problem For them, 
all is solved with “detente” between the 
two superpowers and with the ratification 
of SALT II Obviously, it is the task of 
MLs in this struggle to clarify the question 
of what is war, what are the different types 
of war, and what should be our attitude 
towards each one of these

The anti-war movement creates very 
favorable conditions for the work of MLs 
Objectively, it creates a pool of hundreds 
of thousands of young people who have 
been mobilized agamst the war for dfffe 
rent reasons (EG they don’t want to join 
the army, they don’t think the reasons gi
ven for registration are correct, they don’t 
feel the Afghanistan issue is sufficient rea 
son, they don’t believe in violence, they 
oppose it for religious or philosophical 
reasons,etc ) , but the fact that they do 
oppose it gives us the opportunity to reach 
them through our work and propaganda 
and agitation It is crucial that we utilize 
this opportunity in a correct way and not 
allow right or “left” errors to keep us lag 
gmg behind isolated from the masses in 
the struggle

At this moment we see the tasks of 
communists within the anti-draft, anti 
war movement as follows

1 to participate actively in the diffe 
rent anti-draft coalitions that have been 
formed citywide and nationwide, in col 
leges, schools, commumties,etc This is 
so, independently of who has the upper 
hand in these coalitions

2 to promote and defend the ML
principle of uniting all those that can be 
united in this struggle We have to oppo
se all sectarian attempts to narrow down 
this broad mass movement so that it ser 
ve as a front for one tendency or another 
One of the areas in which this danger is 
greater is regardmg the superpowers The 
revisionists and many of the Trotskyites 
try by all means to get the movement to 
adopt its counterrevolutionary point of 
view of the Soviet Umon as a “socialist’ 
peace-loving country that respects the 
- vedom of other nations The specific 
case of Afgnamstan and the rejection of 
t1 e Soviet invasion of that country by 
many of the forces composing the anti 
draft, anti war movement showed how the 
the revisionists and their followers are a 
source of division that deviate, split and 
therefore, weaken this movement

Although up to this moment it has 
not been manifested in terms of a clear 
ly defined line, there is the danger that 
some comrades who uphold the correct 
thesis of the three worlds mistakenly at
tempt to make opposition to both super
powers a basis of umty of this movement 
We believe that unity has to be based on 
opposition to the draft and imperialist 
war These two principles provide a broad

F O D D E R Continued from first page

basis of umty to develop a great mass 
movement agamst the imperialists’ strate 
gy and at the same time allows MLs to 
put forward particular points of view a 
round the issues confronted by this 
movement

3 to stress the need to provide con
crete support for national liberation strug

gles, in particular those spearheaded 
agamst US imperialism We have to concre 
tely link our opposition to imperialist war 
with the struggles waged by oppressed peo 
pies and nations of the thud world for na 
tional liberation and agamst imperialist 
war In fact, some of the coalitions (the 
one at Columbia, for example) have taken 
correct positions condemmng the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan and the US attacks 
agamst Iran We have to promote the under
standing among our people on the role of 
the third world deterring imperialist war

4 to concretely denounce the role of the 
the Soviet Uninn in the world today It is 
not a matter of merely talking about Soviet 
social imperialism (of which in fact we do 
have to talk about a lot in our propaganda 
and agitation) but of proving in concrete 
terms what it is that the Soviets are doing
in Afghanistan, Kampuchea, Ethiopia,etc 
We have to combat the revisionists, Trots 
kyites and other opportunists who reduce 
imperialism to the US

5 to combat anti-communism We have 
to be very careful in our exposures of the 
Soviet Union so that we don’t commit the 
error of feeding on the anti-communist 
sentiments that exist in wide sectors of the 
anti war movement Many are opposed to 
the actions of the Soviet Union but claim 
that the problem is in that the Soviets are 
commumsts In this light their opposition 
to the Afghanistan invasion, the occupation 
of Kampuchea,etc are positive But it 
could be a senous right error not to com 
bat backward ideas among the masses sim
ply because those ideas may lead to posi 
tions that in general coincide with ours

6 to raise socialism as ultimately the 
solution The need for socialism, the need 
for a proletanan revolution and the dicta 
torship of the proletariat m our country 
is a demand that we ard^S propose as a 
point of umty for a mass coalition But 
we have the responsibility, the unavoida
ble responsibility, may we say, of raising 
the question of socialism, of explaining 
to the people, in the course of the anti 
draft struggle, that as long as imperialism 
exists imperialist wars will exist and there
fore the draft for imperialist wars will also 
exist Failure to do this would be a serious 
right error that would (ielp the opportu 
rust forces to maintain a grip on the anti 
draft movement

Our strategic goal of transforming the 
imperialist war to a civil war for the defeat 
and overthrow of our own bourgeoisie

thus has to be raised And it is a matter of 
correctly fighting for the interests of the 
working and oppressed people today (op
posing the registration and the draft), 
without sacrificing the propaganda and 
agitation for the long term goal the dicta 
torship of the proletariat and socialism We 
have to make the struggle against the draft

part and parcel of the struggle agamst un 
perialist war, agamst the two superpowers, 
and especially agamst US imperialism and 
for socialism in the US

6 to broaden the movement We have 
to take the issue beyond the campuses 
We must concentrate on the working class, 
oppressed nationalities and women Up to 
now, the mobilization against the draft has 
been carried out basically in the most pres 
tigious universities in the US The students 
in those universities come in the main from 
rich families There are very few sons, much 
much less daughters of workers and oppres, 
sed nationalities that study in Harvard,
Yale, UCLA, Columbia,etc , which are the 
universities that have been in the forefront 
of the struggle

Our attitude has to be one o f broade
ning the movement drawing into it forces 
that have been practically absent from it, 
without belittling the importance of those 
who are already bemg mobilized It is thus 
not a question of substituting one sector 
for another,but of adding qualitatively 
and quantitavely so that the movement 
may improve

T E A C H - I N

error played into the hands of the CPUSA 
and the petition was withdrawn as a reso 
lution

SUMMATION

Overall, we feel that our work in the 
conference was productive because of the 
line and tactics, the consciousness and ge 
nuine anti-imperialist aspirations of the 
people, the blatant opportumsm of the 
CPUSA and the blatant actions of the two 
superpowers in war preparations We plan 
to continue to work with various forces 
and will stnve to help build this movement, 
continuing to build on the positive results 
of the conference

We also learned that many of the young 
elements in this movement do not have a 
direct or clear grasp of the anti-Vietnam 
war or anti-draft movements of the 60’s 
Erroneous ideas from that time have not 
yet been rejected by this movement, such 
as reformism (write your congressmen), 
pacifism (mystical approaches to opposing 
the draft),etc The absence of significant .

We must then bring this issue mto the 
shops and trade unions Not only because 
there are many workers of recruitment 
age, but because it is the sons and daugh 
ters of workers that are marked as future 
cannon fodder in the event of war The 
working class is the most revolutionary 
class in our society and its participation is 
a determining factor of how successful the 
anti draft, anti war movement will be

Special attention has to be placed on 
women who must now face the draft di
rectly, and on high school students The 
latter, after graduating or dropping out of 
school, will be confronted with no jobs, 
no college education,etc , and the draft 
will appear to many of them as the only 
alternative left open

8 to develop a relentless struggle against 
social democracy, revisionism and Trots 
kyism within the movement It is crucial
to develop this struggle correctly so as to 
help us win people over to the correct line 
rather than isolate us from the masses in 
struggle We are not to expose the oppor
tunists and ask the genuine forces to walk 
out with us Fust and foremost we are to 
actively take part in the struggle without 
sacrificing our independence and initiative 
This is at the crux of the matter

It is not a matter of trying to out ma 
nuever the marsh forces, of “sneaking” in 
a speaker or of having people umte with 
us under an incorrect line It’s a matter of 
putting forward a program of struggle 

that can, in fact, lead the movement m a 
revolutionary path

It’s not a matter of denouncing the 
Trotskyites,because they believe in the 
theory of “permanent revolution” Nor 
is it a matter of denouncing the revisionists 
because they push the theory of “peaceful 
transition to socialism” It’s not even a 
question of denouncing the social demo
crats because they support a particular 
wing of the Democratic Party, but of point 
mg out how at each step these forces come
out with proposals, slogans, resolutions^___
etc , that are incorrect, that weaken the 
struggle,etc

9 to promote serious, open and above
board discussion on the different political 
lines that we, the M L forces mvolved in 
this key issue, uphold We should promote 
joint work wherever possible, unified slo
gans,etc This will not only help us in bet 
ter combatting opportumsm within the 
anti war movement, but also help us lm 
prove the relations among the genuine for 
ces in this country

So, let’s move forward comrades, let’s 
get to work in the anti draft movement, 
Let’s make it part and parcel of the strug 
gle against US imperialism Let’s make 
suie that the spontaneous struggle of 
today is the conscious struggle of 
tomorrow1

Continued from page 3

working class participation, the lack of a 
genuine party,etc , will also take their toll 
and unfortunately, could result in unneces 
sary repetition of previous errors We sum 
manzed that that history will need to be 
explained and summed up to this move 
ment especially by the commumst forces 
and that consequently, the Marxist Leni
nists must acquire a more detailed grasp 
of that history

We see that the real qualitative step in 
advancing this work among the US people 
to postpone the outbreak of WW III would 
be the principled uniting of MarxisfiLem- 
mst forces This should be clear to every 
one In this vein, we and LPR will conti
nue concrete efforts to break down what
ever sectarianism and big organization 
chauvinism that remains in our movement 
In this way, we can all struggle for umty 
on a correct line, approach and practice 
Then our individual efforts can have a d i
rect bearing m clarifying a correct direction 
to oppose superpower war preparations 
(especially those of the US) and aid in the 
establishing o f a new communist party

Veterans are a very important sector o f the anti-draft, anti-war movement 
Here a Vietnam veteran tells anti-war demonstrators o f oppressive conditions faced
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