
Letters To
The Editor...

Nurse likes 
Organizer
Dear Organizer,

The Organizer is an essential part of my 
reading. It truly is the only means of dis­
cerning what is really occuring. in Phila­
delphia. The analyses of the SEPTA 
strike, the conditions at Bell Telephone 
and various other local events have pro­
vided a resourceful tool in discussions 
with other people. They also have been 
honest and give real insight which the In­
quirer and Bulletin and Daily News cer­
tainly never provide.

One fine article which I must comment 
on is the article on nurses and why they 
should support Local 1199 C. Being a 
nurse I was so grateful to finally come 
upon such an accurate appraisal of the sit­
uation in nursing. That article was, by 
far, the most concrete analysis of what 
problems nurses face in their own ranks 
that I have had the opportunity to read.

Between the Guardian which gives a good 
national and international perspective, 
and the Organizer which keeps me 
informed of local events especially, a con­
crete Marxist-Leninist analysis is always 
available. The information received from 
these papers provides needed ammunition

in the struggle against capitalism, imper­
ialism, and all that accompanies them, 
e.g., racism, sexism, etc.

C. J., Philadelphia

Shipyard W orker 

Responds
Dear Organizer,

I was reading your July issue and came to 
the article about the shipyard welder who 
was killed in Philly at Sun Shipbuilding. 
This article caught my attention because 
I am a welder and have worked in a few 
shipyards out here, Bethlehem Steel, 
Todd's, Kaiser Steel (Vallejo). Things are 
so so around here on safety the unions 
are somewhat responsive if you make 
waves. I'm in Boilermakers Local 10.

Could you put me in touch with some of 

the people at Sun Ship? I'm interested in 
developing contact with other shipyard 
workers around the country. On the 
West Coast we have one shipyard contract 
that covers the Bay Area, Portland, and 
Seattle wages and benefits are uniform 
for all. Southern California is separate 
and fragmented.

—J. K., Oakland

a  n o t e  t o  o u r
h a v e  y o u  b e e n  g e t t i n g

y o u r  O r g a n i z e r ?
Marty of our subscribers have complained 
that they have not received their Organiz­
ers either at all or have gotten them for

up, our efforts to trace these complaints 

victims of some funny business with the

1st inefficiency or maybe it is plain oki

Either way, the old saw about the mails 

we have received, we are naturally won

try to set brings straight.

An open letter to the 
Women’s Health Collective
To the Women's Health Collective:

A serious error was made in relation to 
your letter in the last issue of the Organ­
izer in that we failed to consult with you 
as to the final form this article was to 
take. It was our intention not to print the 
article unless we had first secured agree­
ment as to its form with representatives 
of the collective.

We are self-critical on a number of 
counts. Good intentions aside, our behav­
ior violates both the spirit and the letter 
of principled relations. Secondly, this 
error can only divert attention away from 
the more fundamental questions that we 
need to debate and pollute the atmos-
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phere in which that debate occurs. 
Thirdly, our error jeopardizes future co­
operation between our organizations 
around common goals. Finally, we recog­
nize this error as a manifestation of sex­
ism and a sectarian attitude toward the 
women's movement.

For these reasons we want to do whatever 
is possible to rectify our error. In the 
way of public self-criticism we intend to 
print this as an open letter in the Organ­
izer. We are also willing to print your en­
tire letter on International Women's Day 
if that is your desire. We hope we can 
meet and discuss with you any additional 
or alternative measures. Please let us 
know.

The Organizer Staff

CHANGE, NOT CHARITY" 
support the People's Fund

Everybody knows about "Giving the 
United Way." This year the United 
Way plans to raise $23,850,000 to fund 
local agencies. While certainly much of 
this money goes for worthy causes, the 
United Way agencies for the most part 
represent a conservative, band-aid ap­
proach to social problems. They deal with 
symptoms instead of causes.

Eight years ago a group of people who 
were dissatisfied with the United Way 
approach started the People's Fund. The 
People's Fund stands for "Change, not 
Charity". It emphasizes giving money to 
groups which are challenging the ex­
isting social order, groups that are 
too "controversial" to get funding from 
traditional sources.

Groups which receive money from the 
People's Fund must be organized in a de­
mocratic way, unlike traditional social 
agencies with their top down structures. 
The People's Fund also requires that its 
recipients actively fight racism and sex­
ism and other forms of discrimination as 
part of their program.

The 35 organizations presently getting 
funding include a broad spectrum. . .or

ganizations fighting for the rights of wo­
men, consumers, tenants, the mentally ill, 
the blind, welfare recipients, gays, the el­
derly, and rank and file trade unionists all 
benefit from the People's Fund. Also, po­
litical organizations like the Black Pan­
ther Party, the Puerto Rican Socialist Par­
ty, and the PWOC get funding.

The money raised is presently divided 
equally among all participating groups. 
The groups are actively encouraged to be­
come active not only in the fund-raising 
but the policy making functions of the 
People's Fund. While raising money, the 
People's Fund also tries to educate in the 
process. . .as when it showed the award 
winning documentary Harlan County 
earlier this year. As a kind of clearing 
house in contact with many groups, the 
People's Fund also works to build com­
munication and cooperation between the 
various organizations it funds.

This year the People's Eund plans to raise 
$40,000. Lets help put them over the 
top! For more information contact:The 
People's Fund, P. 0. Box 1225, Philadel­
phia, Pa. 19105; telephone L03-0636. 
(Office address: 1427 Walnut St.)

Philadelphia Workers'Organizing Com m ittee

Who We Am

The PWOC is a Communist organization,
basing itself on Marxism-Leninism, the 
principles of scientific socialism. We are 
an activist organization of Black and 
white, men and women workers who see 
the root causes of the day-to-day prob­
lems of working people as the capitalist 
system itself. We are committed to build­
ing a revolutionary working class move­
ment that w ill overthrow the profit sys­
tem and replace it w ith socialism.

handful of monopolists -  by the rule of 
the many -  the working people.

The masses o f people in the US have 
always fought back against their exploita­
tion and today the movement in opposi­
tion to the monopolists are rapidly grow­
ing both in numbers and intensity. What 
is lacking is the kind of political leader­
ship that can bring these movements 
together, deepen the consciousness of the 
masses, and build today's struggles into a 
decisive and victorious revolutionary 
assault against Capital.

To answer this need we must have a 
vanguard party of the working class, 
based on its most conscious and commit­
ted partisans, rooted in the mass move­
ments of all sectors of American people 
and equipped with the political under­
standing capable of solving the strategic 
and tactical problems that present them­
selves on the d ifficu lt road to revolution.

We seek to replace the anarchy of capital­
ist production with a planned economy 
based on the needs of working people. We 
want to end the oppression of national 
minorities and women, and make equality 
a reality instead of the hypocritical slogan 
it has become in the mouths of the capit­
alist politicians. We work toward the re­
placement of the rule of the few - the

November 1977page. 2

The PWOC seeks, in conjunction with 
like-minded organizations and individuals 
throughout the US, to build such a party 
-  a genuine Communist Party, The form ­
ation of such a party will be an important 
step forward in the struggle of the work­
ing class and all oppressed people to build 
a new world on the ashes of the old.

S u b s c rib e !
Enclosed is

( ) $5 for a regular one-year subscription.
( ) $3 for unemployed or retired workers.
( ) $1 for prisoners.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY __________________________

STATE ______________z ip __________

Enclosed is

( ) $5 for a GIFT SUBSCRIPTION

NAME

ADDRESS________________________

CITY_____________________________

STATE________________ ZIP________

Send to:

The O R G A N IZER , c/o the PWOC 
Box 11768
Philadelphia, Pa. 19101 

(A ll orders must be prepaid).

Bulk, bookstore, institutional, airmail, 
first class, and foreign rates are available 
upon request. Back issues are $.50 a copy.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Please send us 
your new mailing address along with your 
current address label.

In  th is  Is s u e -
School C ris is .......................................p. 1
L e tte rs ...................... ..............................P- 2
Labor Round-up....................................P- 3
Slavedriver...............................................P-4
UAW Local 9 2 .......................................p. 4
Gay Rights...............................................P-4
Telephone Contract.............................. p. 5
Workers' Voices....................................P-5
Civilian Review B o a rd .........................p. 6
Police Brutality Interview................... p. 7
Puerto Rican Labor Movement........... p. 8
Unity Statement....................................p. 9
Randall Assassination............................p. 9
Front-Line S ta tes .............................. p. 10
Myths About Com m unism ..............p. 11
Eurocommunism.................................p. 12
KKK on T V ......................................... p. 13
Women's Shelter...................................p. 14
Other Side of the W a ll........................p. 14
Espanol............................................p. 15-16

I'd like to sustain the Organizer at $5, 

$10, or $25 a month.

N A M E _________________________

ADDRESS________________________

CITY_____________________________

STATE_________________-ZIP________

Send to:
The ORGANIZER, c/o the PWOC 

Box 11768
Philadelphia; Pa. 19101


