
ponse to the nature of the problem.

Letters To The Editor...
Women’s Health Collective writes
The following letter from the Women's 
Health Collective concerns an article in 
the October issue of the Organizer:

To the Organizer,
We ir, the Health Collective are very 

disturbed about the way you chose to res
pond to our letter concerning the PWOC's 
International Women's Day Event, March 
1977. We wrote a long letter sharing our 
thoughts about the event in an e ffo rt to 
promote an exchange. We included spe
cifics about the March 8th event in the 
context o f our beliefs in socialist-femin
ism.

By taking three paragraphs o f our 
three page letter out o f context, you 
made a conscious decision not to engage 
in a comradely exchange o f ideas, but 
rather to use our letter as a spring board 
for your own analysis o f feminism. In 
this way, not only have you distorted the 
politics o f the Health Collective, but you 
also decided to cu t-o ff what was hoped 
would be a fru itfu l give and take.

Furthermore, we never agreed to 
having only part o f our letter printed and 
we would not have agreed to the way you 
took parts o f our letter out o f context. 
We feel that i t  is certainly legitimate for 
your organization to respond to our letter 
(or any other letters to the Editor) as you 
see fit. It is not, however, principled to 
print our letter out of context without 
even showing us ahead of time what you 
intended to print!

We hope that you w ill p rin t our en
tire letter o f May 1977 as well as this res
ponse. In addition, we hope that in the 
future i f  you plan to cut letters to the 
editor you w ill make sure that you accu
rately represent the points o f view ex
pressed.

In struggle.
The Women's Health Collective

The Organizer responds: We have already 
criticised ourselves for our failure to con
sult with the WHC in regard to our treat
ment of their letter (see open letter, pg. 
2 of Nov. Organizer). We do not agree, 
however, that our excerpts of this letter 
misrepresented the position of the WHC.

For reasons of space and relevance we 
chose the parts of the letter that we 
thought expressed the essential political 
outlook of the WHC and where our dis
agreement was most fundamental.

The WHC letter raises several criticisms 
that we did not reprint or respond to be
cause we think they are based on a mis
understanding of our perspective (We do 
not hold that "the production line is the 
work site" or that women's oppression 
can be "defined narrowly as a denial of 
democratic rights", at least as WHC un
derstands the term) Thus a discussion of 
these points in the pages of the Organizer 
did not appear fruitful to us.

At the request of the WHC we are print
ing their entire May 1st letter.

Dear Sisters and Brothers of PWOC:

We are writing, at this late date, to share 
our perceptions of the celebration of In
ternational Women's Day that was pre
sented by PWOC on March 12; we apolo
gize for being so late in formulating this 
response.

We are socialists and feminists, firm ly 
committed to political struggle and work 
to create a non-sexist, non-racist society 
which is organized and controlled by the 
people. We heard your repeated calls for 
unity on March 12 and came to the event, 
as did many feminists, in that spirit of 
unity.

We believe that all of us on the left, whe
ther we work in the women's movement, 
in community organizations, the trade 
union movement or part of any progres
sive movement, have a common commit
ment to the same struggle, and a need 
for each other's perspective and under
standing of what must be done to reach 
our goals. We believe that we are united 
with PWOC around certain aspects of 
your program, and therefore in the inter
est of our common goals, we fe lt we must 
share our criticisms with you.

The event was very e xc it in g ---- it was
great to see so many people turn out for a 
movement event, and to see a multiracial 
both working and middle-class group of 
people join to celebrate International 
Women's Day. It was obvious that prepar
ation for the event was thoughtful —  
childcare was excellent, the program was 
carefully planned and balanced between 
music, speeches and theater.

It was good that you had a bar and that 
there was time for people to meet one an
other and talk in a relaxed way. We felt 
that this planning had resulted in the kind 
of event in which people were comfort
able and receptive to political ideas.

Our criticisms center on some of the con
tent of the speeches. First, we fe lt that 
all the speakers defined the working class 
in this country too narrowly, thereby ig
noring the real working conditions and 
problems of most women. By assuming 
the production line to be the work site, 
you overlook the fact that the majority 
of US workers labor in clerical, service, 
and sales jobs.

Subsequently, there was little  mention of 
the role that unpaid housewife labor 
plays in a capitalist economy. Only if you 
broaden the concept of a working class in 
our society, will it  be possible to speak re
levantly about areas of work where 
women are to be found.

Secondly, women's oppression was also 
defined narrowly as a denial of democra
tic rights. This analysis cannot account 
for the forces which lead to (a) violence 
— even within the family — directed pri
marily against women and -female chil
dren (e.g., rape, molestation, abuse); (b) 
sexual objectification of women and 
young girls (as in now popular child por
nography); (c) societal definition of wo
men which on the one hand glorifies and 
mystifies them, and on the other hand 
weakens and demeans-them by viewing 
them as secondary to men. Demands such 
as equal pay for equal work while impor
tant are a limited and inadequate res
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We know we disagree about the basic 
causes of women's oppression. We believe 
that patriarchy has a force and life of its 
own, predating and outside of the capital
ist economy. Because of this, we think an 
autonomous women's liberation move
ment will always be a necessary part of 
the struggle to overthrow the present 
order.

Our most overriding criticism lies in the 
manner in which the women's movement 
and feminism were portrayed. For exam
ple, we found it ironic that feminism was 
denounced at a gathering celebrating 
International Women's Day — feminism 
was casually described as a "false alter
native" by the speaker from New York. 
This event would not even have taken 
place had not an autonomous women's 
liberation movement begun in the late 
60's, and had that movement not revived 
the holiday originally created by working 
women.

The women's movement (or the "demo
cratic women's movement") was repeat
edly defined as a monolithic movement 
w ithout a left and right wing, and w ith 
out ideological struggle. If you were des
cribing the new communist movement, 
you would make a much more precise de
lineation between different political ten
dencies and would project an understand
ing of the importance of struggle between 
reformist and revolutionary tendencies. 
On the other hand, your description of 
women's liberation could have been 
found in the mass media. It is not well 
thought out for a left group to assume 
the media's view o f any political move
ment.

Your description — ". .a movement con
cerned only with providing increased up
ward mobility for already middle-class 
women, and which defines men as the en
emy" — confuses the bourgeois wing of 
the movement (MS magazine, CLUW, Wo
men's Political Caucus, etc.) with the 
socialist and separatist wings of the move
ment. This confusion indicates a failure 
to understand the complexity of the dis
cussion now going on within the women's 
liberation movement about our future 
goals and directions.

For example, it is many lesbian-separat
ists, coming themselves from a working 
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Who We Are

The PWOC is a Communist organization,
basing itself on Marxism-Leninism, the 
principles of scientific socialism. We are 
an activist organization of Black and 
white, men and women workers who see 
the root causes of the day-to-day prob- 
lems of working people as the capitalist 
system itself. We are committed to build
ing a revolutionary working class move
ment that w ill overthrow the pro fit sys
tem and replace it with socialism.

We seek to replace the anarchy of capital
ist production with a planned economy 
based on the needs of working people. We 
want to end the oppression of national 
minorities and women, and make equality 
a reality instead of the hypocritical slogan 
it has become in the mouths of the capit 
alist politicians. We work toward the re
placement of the rule of the few - the

handful of monopolists -• by the rule of 
the many - the working people.

The masses of people in the US have 
always fought back against their exploita
tion and today the movement in opposi 
tion to the monopolists are rapidly grow
ing both in numbers and intensity. What 
is lacking is the kind of political leader
ship that can bring these movements 
together, deepen the consciousness of the 
masses, and b'uild today's struggles into a 
decisive and victorious revolutionary 
assault against Capital.

To answer this need we must have a 
vanguard party of the working class, 
based on its most conscious and commit
ted partisans, rooted in the mass move
ments of all sectors of American people 
and equipped with the political under
standing capable of solving the strategic 
and tactical problems that present them
selves on the d ifficu lt road to revolution.

The PWOC seeks, in conjunction with 
like-minded organizations and individuals 
throughout the US, to build such a party 
-- a genuine Communist Party. The form
ation of such a party will be an important 
step forward in the struggle of the work 
ing class and all oppressed people to build 
a new world on the ashes of the old.
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Texas farm 
on the move
by JENNY QUINN
Last month one of Texas' most persis
tent union organizers, Antonio Orendain 
of the Texas Farm Workers visited Phila
delphia. Since he went to Texas with the 
United Farm Workers Organizing Com
mittee in 1966, Orendain has faced 
grower's shotguns, court injunctions, jail, 
the Texas Rangers and harassment from 
the Texas-Mexico border patrol. He and 
other farm labor organizers meet with 
success in the fields — the workers sup
port unionization, but the laws and po
werful growers are stacked up against 
them.

Texas farmworkers are mainly Chicanos 
(people of Mexican descent) or immi
grants from Mexico. The employers of 
the Southwest, in both the fields and fac
tories, have forced Chicano workers to 
work the worst jobs for the least pay.

Like Black people in the South and the 
ghettoes of the North, the Chicano peo
ple are subjected to the worst housing, 
education and social services. They are 
victimized by discrimination and are the 
subject of a whole series of humiliating 
and degrading racist myths. But the Chi
cano people have a long history of resis
tance to oppression of which the e ffort to 
organize is the fields is only the most 
recent chapter.

RIGHT TO WORK FOR LESS
One of the biggest cards in the growers 
deck is section 14B of the Taft-Hartley 
Act, which allows states to pass anti-un
ion "right-to-work" laws. This hurts 
unions all over, but it is particularly bitter 
for the farmworker. As Orendain puts it: 
"14B gives us the "right to w ork" for 
less. It gives us the right not to work at all 
if we are pro-union." 1 he next greatest 
obstacle is the lack of a law like the one 
in California, which allows elections 
within seven days of petition. Since farm 
work is seasonal, long waits for union 
elections make effective unionization im
possible.

These two obstacles to unionization in 
Texas sent Orendain and 35 other mem
bers of the TFW on the march—  all the 
way from the Rio Grande valley (known 
by the growers as the Magic Valley, but 
by the people who work there as the Val
ley of Tears) to Washington, DC. Their 
goal was to muster support for national 
legislation which would protect the rights 
of farmworkers to organize, and repeal 

14B.

WALK THROUGH THE SOUTH
They decided to take the southern rou 
route and talk to Black farmworkers in 
the rural areas and rank and file workers 
in the cities. This is how Orendain des
cribed their experiences:

"When we came close to the Louisiana 
border, we were scared because of all the 
things we had heard about the S ou th -— 
the civil rights stories of lynchings and 
police dogs. . .so we had a meeting. We 
decided that we would all stick real close 
together.

"Well, when we got across the border, 
were met by 700 Black sugar cane work
ers who welcomes us into their homes 
and talked to us about the situation they 
faced. They showed us a petition they 
had drawn up, and you know what they 
were asking for? Three things. That the 
company stop opening their mail, that 
they be able to choose the beneficiaries 
on their life insurance policies instead of 
the company, and that they not have to 
shop at the company-owned store!" And 
this is 1977! ,.

" In  Virginia, we were walking along a 
road and a group of Black workers carry
ing tobacco began to run from us. One of 
our people chased them and asked why 
they ran. He was told that they thought 
we were coming to kidnap them and take 
them to another tobacco field, or at least 
take their children!

"These kind of things have to stop, just 
like we have to be able to organize. It is 
easy to look at each other and see the d if
ferences, Chicanos, Blacks, all poor 
people. What we have to see is that we are 
all at the bottom of the social barrel. 
Social change can only happen when the 
people at the bottom get together."

CARTER REFUSES MEETING
When the marchers got to Washington, 
they asked to meet with the president. 
Not surprisingly, Carter refused. So the 
TFW and supporters sat down in a hunger 
strike, and a few days later. Mondale 
talked to them. Orendain said "He was 
fu ll of nice words-. He said that his heart 
was with us. If hearts were all we needed, 
we'd have a union by now! We'll see what 
it means to have Mondale's heart, whe
ther the rest of him will do anything for 
us." •

Orendain and the TFW went to Washing
ton to state their case, but they count on 
the workers fo r their day-to-day support. 
Despite what Carter tells us about undoc
umented workers, the TFW knows that it 
is the anti-labor laws, racist slurs in the 
media; and the twin danger of the grow

ers and the Texas Rangers who are their 
enemies. On his radio program, f'The 
Voice of the Farmworker". Orendain 
speaks to workers on both sides of the

Letters-WHO
(continued from page 2)

class background, who have pushed most 
articulately fo r an increased class con
sciousness within the women's move
ment. In fact, the women's movement has 
a history of concern with issues that face 
both working and middle-class women in 
this country —— rape, wife abuse, child 
support and custody, support for women- 
headed households, pro se divorce, 
oppression of homosexuals, job and wage 
discrimination, job training, prostitution, 
abortion and sterilization and the quality 
of health care in general. Most of these is
sues were not discussed or considered im
portant by the left before women's libera
tion began raising them and were not 
brought up on March 12.

Therefore, your portrayal of the women's 
liberation movement not only did not 
credit it with making revolutionary 
contributions to the left, but sharply cri
ticized it in ways which were unnecessar
ily undermining and enraging to those of 
us who have put our political energies in
to women's liberation for a number of 
years. We consider ourselves to be part of 
the thousands of women in the US who 
have fought hard over the past eight years 
to define potentially revolutionary goals 
for women's liberation. We have helped

Texas-Mexicq^border. Texas itself has be
tween 50 and 60 percent of the undocu
mented farmworkers in the US, and many 
support the TFW. Orendain said: "Here 
at the bridge is the most distrust. We have 
to unite, because it is the only way we 
will get anywhere...

"The people already understand that a 
worker is not the enemy of another 
worker. But it is the system. The system 
of free enterprise sounds beautiful, if you 
have money, if you have a profession, if 
you have an education. But if you don't 
have those things, the only free enterprise 
is, if I'm hungrier than you, I get to work 
cheaper than you.

"So who is hungrier than ourselves? The 
workers from Reynosa, Mexico, and 
that's why they are being forced to work 
cheaper than us. So that's why I think, 
under union contract, no matter where 
you are living, if you and I are doing the 
same job, we are entitled to the same 
payment."

Orendain and the TFW stand united with 
workers on both sides of the border 
against the KKK hoodlums patrolling the 
border today, and they are uniting for 
union fields and orchards in the state of 
Texas.

The Texas Farmworkers are going to face 
a tough struggle. " I t  might take us 15 
years to get a union in the Texas fields 
and orchards, but let's start counting the 
years now, and not wait any longer." 
They urge rank and file activists to learn 
about their struggle by reading their 
newspaper El Cuhamil, and to support 
them through fundraising.

But particularly, they want people to get 
behind the repeal of 14B. "The AFL-CIO 
supports the repeal of 14B, but its going 
to be the people themselves who move it 
out, George Meany isn't going to do any
thing about it.

"In  Philly, you'd see a lot less runaway 
shops to the south if these states didn't 
have right-to-work laws that sit in the 
shade under 14B. . . "

WHAT SHOULD WE DO?
"Talk to.people, let them convince them
selves with the facts. If you don't like our 
group, fine, go elsewhere, but organize. 
Don't look for Moses to lead you to the 
Promised Land, maybe he won't appear, 
maybe we just have to get together and 
be our own Moses. People together think 
better than one, anyway."

to found and sustain it. We are in a d if f i
cult struggle with forces of cooptation — 
those of you working in the trade union 
movement should have a deep under
standing of this process. When you don't 
acknowledge the left wing of women's 
liberation, you are strengthening the 
bourgeois reformers.

We are not saying that it is easy to por
tray the women's liberation movement — 
anyone who reads women's literature 
knows that it is full of struggle. But if we 
are to be criticized at public gatherings, 
especially when there are people present 
who know us only through the mass me
dia, we hope criticism of the movement 
w ill be done more fairly and accurately.

We were stirred by the evening, and a part 
of our intense reaction to it has to do 
with our self-criticism for having avoided 
struggle in the recent past. We see this 
letter as an attempt to promote princi
pled discussion of these ideas either in
dividually with members of PWOC or in 
the areas of political work which we al
ready share.

Sincerely,
Women's Health Collective 

Philadelphia
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In tern ation a lly  accla im ed  journalist

WILFRED BURCHETT
to  speak in P hiladelphia  
on h is first U.S. tour

From V ietnam  
to  S ou th ern  

Africa:

The struggle 
against imperialism

Time: Saturday, Dec. 10, 8 PM 
Place: Christian Association, 36th and Locust Walk
Admission: S2.50 —  Proceeds to benefit the Guardian and the Organizer

Childcare provided
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