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NATIONAL LIBERATION AND PROPAGANDA 
E f f e c t i v e propaganda work must be based 

on a c l e a r grasp of the f o l l o w i n g four 
p o i n t s ; 
1. the d e f i n i t i o n and r o l e of propaganda i n 

our s t r u g g l e for n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n . 
2. the v a r i o u s forms of propaganda and the 

t h e i r r e l a t i v e e f f e c t i v e n e s s . 
3. the t y p e ( s ) o£ content most worthy of 

emphasis i n r e v o l u t i o n a r y propaganda. 
4. p o s s i b l e steps f o r implementation of 

re v o l u t i o n a r y propaganda. 
Each of these t o p i c s w i l l be dlsnuseed 

s e p a r a t e l y i n the f o l l o w i n g paragraphs. 
DEFINITIOM AND ROIiE OF PKOPAGflNDfl 

Propaganda simply means information and 
Ideas t h a t are c o n s c i o u s l y spread. The d i s 
semination of information and ideas i s pro
paganda; r e g a r d l e s s of who does the d i s 
semination, whether the information i s t r u e 
or not, or what the ideas are. The New York 
Times i e propaganda no l e s s than i s Huham-
mad Speake or the Black L i b e r a t i o n Army's 
Statement "The war of the F l e a " , we can see 
t h a t t h s New York Times, and the " l e g i t i 
mate" media i n general, i s simply the ene
my's propaganda apparatus i f only from 
observing the e o n s i s t e n t and b l a t a n t racism 
i n the coverage of news. The p o i n t i s em
phasized here because e f f e c t i v e r e v o l u t i o n 
ary propaganda work r e q u i r e s t h a t we com
bat the impact of the oppressor's propagan
da, which i n c l u d e s t e l e v i s i o n , b i l l boards, 
newspapers, magazines, r a d i o , the p u b l i c 
schools, comic books, and v i r t u a l l y a l l i n 
formation to which we are exposed. Even 
t h a t which we get l-rom our family and com
munity has probably passed through one of 
the oppressor's mechanisms l i s t e d above. 
By understanding the near t o t a l extent to 
which we are immersed i n our enemy's i n 
formation and thought p a t t e r n s (and con
sequently h i e l i f e - s t y l e ) , we can see the 
enoimity of the t a s k before us. 

Brother Kwame Nkrumah has i d e n t i f i e d two 
" d i f f e r e n t but e s s e n t i a l f u n c t i o n s " of r e v 
o l u t i o n a r y propaganda. They a r e : (1) to 
subvert the enemy,- (2) to awaken and mo
b i l i z e our people. Given the degree to 
which we have been "americanized" (psycho
l o g i c a l l y i f not m a t e r i a l l y ) , and the r e 
a l i t y t h a t m i l i t a r y a c t i o n does not yet 
seem to ne the most s t a b l e or popularly 
embraced aspect of our s t r u g g l e , the s e 
p a r a t i o n of these two f u n c t i o n s even f o r 
purposes of a n a l y s i s i s somewhat prema
t u r e . E f f e c t i v e subversion of the enemy 
can only begin with the awakening and mo
b i l i s a t i o n of our people. I n attempting 
to awaken and mobilize our people we must 
see t h a t the d i s t a n c e we have to t r a v e l 
i s not simply from a " n e u t r a l " p o s i t i o n 
to a r e v o l u t i o n a r y p o s i t i o n . We must r e 
a l i s t i c a l l y c o nsider the tremendous im
pact of 354 y e a r s of p s y c h o l o g i c a l opp
r e s s i o n systematic and so i n t e n s e t h a t 
a southern senator once boasted before 
the U.S. Congress t h a t "we have succeed
ed i n e x t i n g u i s h i n g every avenue by which 
l i g h t might entwr the mind of the s l a v e " . 

While the g r e a t m a j o r i t y of our people 
recognize the r e a l i t y of our oppression, 
we do not always recognize the extent to 
which we've i n t e m a l i a e d c e r t a i n aspects 
of i t s r a t i o n a l e . One such aspect i s e c 
onomic h i e r a r c h y , which i s the s t r u c t u r 
a l basis of our t«>r6ssion. T h i s idea 
w i l l be returned t o , but the point of em-
phaaia here i s t h a t r e v o l u t i o n a r y propa
ganda must address i t s e l f not only to the 
d a i l y changes i n c o n d i t i o n s and events 
Which a f f e c t us, but a l s o to the b a s i c 
assumptions and b e l i e f s t h a t together de
termine our world view. Ae a r e s u l t of the 
propaganda t o which we have been r u t h l e s s 
l y subjected* our people have a dangerous
l y d i s t o r t e d understanding of o u r s e l v e s , 
our s i t u a t i o n , and our c a p a c i t y t o make 
chango. The r o l e of r e v o l u t i o n a r y propa
ganda i s t o c o r r e c t t h i s understanding. To 
stru g g l e for p o s i t i v e education i n the 
Black community i s i n f a c t t o s t r u g g l e a-
gainet racism and imperialism. 
FORMS OF PROPAGANDA 

I n d i e c u a s i n q forms of propaganda, we 
must consider Doth a p p l i c a b l e meanings of 
the term "form": (1) medium, and (2) format. 
W c ahould c o n s t a n t l y experiment t o d e t e r 
mine the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of v a r i o u s media, 
and seek t o develop new ones. We must a l s o 
un<leretan.3 tKat our conolusiona regarding 
r e l a t i v e effsf^tivonosg miAst guide but not 
i i m i r the range of our work. Given the e-
nowBlty and complsKity of the communica
t i o n s systems i n t h i s country, i t i s nec

e s s a r y t h a t some l e v e l of propaganda work 
be conducted i n each of the following 
a r e a s : 

P r i n t Media i n c l u d e s newspapers, maga
z i n e s , n e w s l e t t e r s , pamphlets, l e a f l e t s , 
e t c . The r e l a t i v e l y low l e v e l of techno
logy r e q u i r e d for p r i n t e d propaganda 
makes i t a p a r t i c u l a r l y u s e f u l form i n 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y s i t u a t i o n s . P r i n t a l s o a l 
lows for g r e a t f l e x i b i l i t y i n i t s means 
of dissemination. I n other r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
s i t u a t i o n s , the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of p r i n t e d 
propaganda has been g r e a t l y i n h i b i t e d by 
low l i t e r a c y r a t e s . But the r e l a t i v e l y 
high reading a b i l i t y of A f r i c a n people i n 
the United S t a t e s ensures t h a t l i t e r a c y 
W i l l not be the Kind of o b s t a c l e t h a t i t 
was i n the Cuban r e v o l u t i o n or i e i n the 
Mozambiquan r e v o l u t i o n . 
V i s u a l Propaganda i n c l u d e s f i l m s , Yldso 
tapes) photography, e t c . The major ad
vantage of v i s u a l propaganda I s t h a t I t 
r e q u i r e s the l e a s t e f f o r t on the p a r t of 
i t s audience, i f I t i s j u s t brought wir.n-
i n the e y e s i g h t of an observer, the com
munication of information and/or ideas 
r e q u i r e s l i t t l e or no i n i t i a t i v e on h i s 
p a r t . Photographs can be d i s t r i b u t e d In 
much the same way as the p r i n t e d word, 
but the production and dissemination of 
fi l m s and video tapes have t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
p r e r e q u i s i t e s t h a t i n h i b i t t h e i r use by 
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . However, these d i f f i 
c u l t i e s are not insurmountable, g u i t e to 
the co n t r a r y they must be overcome so 
th a t we can begin production of f i l m s 
comparable ( q u a l i t a t i v e l y ) to "A Luta 
Continua", about the n a t i o n a l oppression 
and n a t i o n a l s t r u g g l e of A f r i c a n people 
i n the U.S. 
Audio Propaganda i n c l u d e s word-of-mouth, 
speeches, c o n v e r s a t i o n s , and i n t e r v i e w s , 

Visual propaganda: A Black man i n the 
U.S. c a r r i e s a poster of an A f r i c a n 
l i b e r a t i o n f i g h t e r made i n China,**** 

or recordings of any such communication. 
Speech i s a u n i v e r s a l medium w i t h i n which 
language forms s u p e r f i c i a l boundaries. 
The technology necessary to reproduce the 
spoken word i s w i t h i n the grasp of A f r i 
can r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s i n t h i s country. The 
major advantage of audio propaganda a r e : 
( l ) i t does not r e q u i r e t h a t the audience 
take the i n i t i a t i v e to read, but only to 
l i s t e n , and (2) i t i s p a r t i c u l a r l y condu
c i v e to e d u c a t i o n a l d i s c u s s i o n s i n group 
s i t u a t i o n s . 
Propaganda Through Art and Entertainment 
I n c l u d e s music, drama, dance, poetry, 
p a i n t i n g , s c u l p t u r e , cartoons, e t c . Both 
a r t and entertainment a l s o come through 
the tHree p r e v i o u s l y l i s t e d c a t a g o r i e s 
p r i n t , v i s u a l , and audio) but they are 
separated here bscauoc of the c r u c i a l 
r o l e they (can) p l a y Qt t h i s time. We 
must unQerstana t h a t the c u l t u r a l b a s i s 
of a r t ana entertalnmsht can make them 
p o l i t i c a l r e g a r d l e s s of t h e i r content. 
Also, our c o l l e c t i v e l a c k of c l a r i t y on 
the need f o r and nature of r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
s t r u g g l e means t h a t a r t and entertainment 
are the most acceptable forms of p o l i t i i -
c a l propaganda f o r our people a t t h i s 
time. To prove ^ h i s point, we need only 
consider the tremendous negative impact 
of s o - c a l l e d black f i l m s such as s h a f t . 
S u p e r f l y , e t c . ? . 

Commercial E l e c t r o n i c Media (radio and 
t e l e v i s i o n ) should be viewed as a separate 
oatagory, as they r e p r e s e n t an area which 
we can only hope to i n f i l t r a t e with l i m i t e d 
s u c c e s s , but probably won't c o n t r o l i n 
any sense or aspect f o r some time to 
come. The enemy c a r e f u l l y c o n t r o l s r a d i o 
and t e l e v i s i o n because he recognizes t h e i r 
power. Together, they determine the "amer-
i c a n v i e w " ( t o which too many of us sub
s c r i b e ) . F u r t h e r , the l e v e l of technology 
r e q u i r e d for t e l e v i s i o n and broad s c a l e 
r a d i o communication f a c i l i t a t e s the r u l i n g 
c l a s s monopoly of the a i r waves. Any loop
h o l e s i n t h i s monopoly are f i l l e d w i t h the 
oppressor's laws. 

The second meaning of the term "form" 
has to do with the s t y l e and vocabulary we 
use w i t h i n any of the above c a t a g o r i e s . The 
a c c e p t a b i l i t y of propaganda to i t s audie
nce i s the s o l e c r i t e r i o n f o r judging i t s 
format, i f our people do not respond to 
propaganda because of i t s form, then the 
content i s w o r t h l e s s . There are two f a c 
t o r s to consider i n determining format. 
F i r s t l y , who i s the audience? Youth i n pub
l i c s c h o ols? Young working people? College 
students? Community e l d e r s ? The community 
as a whole? I t i s important to have a c l e a r 
answer to t h i s question. Secondly, what i s 
the nature of the message we want to com
municate? I f i t i s j u s t an announcement, i t 
should be as b r i e f a s p o s s i b l e but s t i l l 
answer a l l r e l e v a n t questions (who, what, 
where, when, and why.). However, i f our 
purpose i s to e x p l a i n a p a r t i c u l a r econ-

Cont, to Page D 

NOTE TO OUR READERS 
The next a r t i c l e ( p a g e s B & C), IMPER

IALISM AND THE BLACK MEDIA, has been re
p r i n t e d from the Black Scholar (Nov.'TA") . 
Due to space l i m i t a t i o n s , i t has been ed
i t e d . However, the l a s t section, s t a r t i n g 
from the example of Black j o u r n a l i s t s dur
ing the Depression and r e v o l u t i o n a r y j o u r 
n a l i s t s around the world, i s i n t a c t . We 
urge our readers to read the o r i g i n a l i f 
possible. 

The a r t i c l e was w r i t t e n by the Nation
a l Coordinating Committee of the "Year to 
P u l l the covers Off Imperialism". 

OF FURTHER INTEREST 
THE CONTROL OF MAJOR TELEVSION NETWORKS 

ABC: Controlled mainly by the Morgan f i 
nance c a p i t a l 8«''»tip. I t owns ABC TV net
work w i t h 168 a f f i l i a t e s , f i v e t e l e v i s 
ion s t a t i o n s and four ABC radio networks 
w i t h 1,254 a f f i l i a t e s , I t i a the largest 
motion p i c t u r e d i s t r i b u t i o n chain i n the 
U.S., owning over 434 Paramount Theatres, 
I t owns ABC records and publishes several 
Journals. ABC i n t e r n a t i o n a l has c o n t r o l 
l i n g i n t e r e s t s I n 10 foreign companies 
operating t e l e v i s i o n s t a t i o n s i n 26 coun
t r i e s and i t s ABC world d i v i s i o n d i r e c t 
l y owns 64 f o r l g n t e l e v i s i o n stations. 

NBC: Controlled j o i n t l y by the Rockefel
l e r and Morgan finance c a p i t a l groups. 
RCA owns a l l of NBC and i s one of the 20 
largest corporations i n the world. RCA 
produces 1,200 products i n more than 60 
manufacturing'plants, RCA owns NBC t e l e 
v i s i o n network w i t h 215 a f f i l i a t e s , NBC 
radio network w i t h 220 radio a f f i l i a t e s , 
and f i v e t e l e v i s i o n , s i x AM and FM sta
t i o n s . I t also owns Random House, RCA 
records, and Hertz Rent-a-Car, RCA i s 
also a leading supplier of el e c t r o n i c s 
equipment for the m i l i t a r y and p o l i c e . 

CBS; Controlled by the Rockerfeller and 
Morgan finance c a p i t a l groups. CBS owns 
CBS TV network w i t h 247 a f f i l i a t e s , CBS 
radio network w i t h 246 a f f i l i a t e s , f i v e 
t e l e v i s i o n and 14 radio s t a t i o n s , and 
Viacom Cable TV, I t also owns the l a r g 
est record company i n the world-CBS rec-
ords-and Fender Guitar, Holt and Dryden 
publishers. F i e l d and Stream Magazine, 
Creative Playthings, Memorex. CBS pro
duces commercial f i l m s and tapes and 
CBS Labs has developed special t e c h n i 
ques f o r p o l i c e s u r v e i l l a n c e and sheml-
c a l / b a c t e r i o l o g i c a l warfare. 



Coat - A 
O S i e , p o l i t i c a l , or m i l i t a r y trend or ev
e n t , then we should c a r e f u l l y consider the 
length and vocaJaulary of the statement and 
a t t e i ^ to match th-em with the h a b i t s of 
our t a r g e t audience. The question of e n t e r 
tainment i s e q u a l l y important f o r a r t and 
entertainment, which must r e f l e c t the ever-
changing s i t u a t i o n , but r e t a i n i t s c u l t u r 
a l b a s i s and promote the n a t i o n a l i'3.entifi-
c a t i o n of A f r i c a n people i n the U.S. F i n a l 
l y , the c o r r e c t format for any s i t u a t i o n 
can only be determined by knowing the peo
ple with whom and for whom you intend to 
work. 
THE CONTENT OF REVOLUTIONARY PROPAGANDA 

Even before d i s c u s s i n g the s p e c i f i c t o 
p i c of any piece of propaganda, i t i s pos
s i b l e to i d e n t i f y the following c h a r a c t e r 
i s t i c s as e s s e n t i a l : 
1. Revolutionary propaganda must emphasize 

the n a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r of our s i t u a t i o n 
and promote u n i t y among A f r i c a n people. 

2. Revolutionary propaganda must in c l u d e 
and emphasize the need for working c l a s s 
l e a d e r s h i p of our s t r u g g l e . 

5. Revolutionary propaganda must advocate 
organized r e s i s t a n c e by the masses by 
any means necessary. 

4. Revolutionary propaganda must oxpiain 
and provide suggested s o l u t i o n s to the 
concrete problems f a c i n g our A f r i c a n 
nation. 

5. Revolutionary propaganda must connect 
long-range a n a l y s i s and s o l u t i o n s to the 
day-to-day r e a l i t y of our people. 

6. Revolutionary propaganda must constant
l y i d e n t i f y and attempt to i s o l a t e our 
enemies ( i . e . racism and i m p e r i a l i s m ) . 
I n a d d i t i o n to the above c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , 

the following concepts need p a r t i c u l a r em
p h a s i s a t t h i s p o i n t i n our s t r u g g l e . We 
must e x p l a i n t h a t economic h i e r a r c h y i n 
general, and c a p i t a l i s m s p e c i f i c a l l y , a re 
the s t r u c t u r a l b a s i s of our oppression. As 
we i d e n t i f y these enemies we must endorse 
some form of s o c i a l i s t Qconomics as the 
only a l t e r n a t i v e . 

The question i s not one of "isms" or 
some "f o r e i g n " model, but simply a matter 
of recognizing t h a t with r e s p e c t to econ
omics there are b a s i c a l l y two ways to or
ganize a s o c i e t y , we must e i t h e r endorse 
econociic h i e r a r c h y or struggle for i t s e l i -

bioodshed, war i s p o l i t i c s with bloodshed." 
The most meaningful way to support Black 
Law ( Black Law i s a s e t Of concepts dev
eloped by Black r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s t h a t out
l i n e a s e t of s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s appro
p r i a t e for developing r e v o l u t i o n a r y soc
i e t y . Included are such concepts a s ; c o l 
l e c t i v e decision-making, c r i t i c i s m / s e l f 
c r i t i s i c m , s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p between 
young and o l d and men and women, e t c . The 
o r i g i n a t o r s of the concept always assumed 
t h a t these s e t of concepts, i f implemented, 
would have to be defended m i l i t a r i l y be
cause they are i n d i r e c t c o n f l i c t with 
present p o l i c e order.)and i t s defenders 
i s to promote the r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t A f r i c a n 
people, i n America and around the world, 
are a t war. I n t h i s way, we can r e l a t e the 
i n e v i t a b i l i t y of armed s t r u g g l e i n t h i s 
country. Most importantly we must make the 
point that s u r v i v a l i s a t stake. I f A f r i c a n 
people i n t h i s country do not u n i t e , nat
i o n a l genocide i s our most l i k e l y f u t u r e . 

IMPLEMENTATION OF KEVOLDTIONRRY PROPAGANDA 
Thi s s e c t i o n w i l l touch upon two t o p 

i c s . F i r s t l y , a b r i e f l i s t Of Suggestions 
i n each of the propaganda categories'men
tioned i n the d i s c u s s i o n of forms. Second
l y , a comment on the i m p l i c a t i o n s o£ un
d e r t a k i n g r e v o l u t i o n a r y propaganda work. 
P r i n t i s a key area of propaganda i n which 
we should attempt to develop maximum s e l f -
r e l i a n c e . A used d i t t o machine i s a good 
investment and shouldn't be too hard to l o 
c a t e . A mimeograph i s one step b e t t e r . We 
should c u l t i v a t e a c c e s s to Xerox machines 
through schools, h o s p i t a l s , and b u s i n e s s e s . 
An o f f s e t p r e s s i s probably too expensive 
to be worthwhile u n l e s s manpower and p r i 
o r i t i e s make i t p o s s i b l e to develop a 
p r i n t i n g operation t h a t w i l l serve other 
community groups on a non-commercial b a s i s . 
A commercial p r i n t i n g operation, l i k e any 
attempt to run a " r e v o l u t i o n a r y " b u s i n e s s 
i n monopoly c a p i t a l i s t i c America, w i l l 
probably be consumed by i t s inherent con
t r a d i c t i o n s . 

Every A f r i c a n community should have 
a newspaper t h a t i t owns and c o n t r o l s . 
Because a r e v o l u t i o n a r y p o l i t i c a l posture 
may cut a d v e r t i s i n a and a l l support from 
the(Black) business community—to zero, 
we should be prepared to s t a r t with a s e r -

mination. The concept of s o c i a l i s t revo
l u t i o n must be brought together with the 
r e a l i t y of our n a t i o n a l oppression and 
n a t i o n a l s t r u g g l e . Among cadre and advan
ced a c t i v i s t s these two forms should be 
expanded by u s i n g the concepts of d i c t a 
t o r s h i p of the p r o l e t a r i a t and war of 
n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n , i n a struggle wh^re 
the great m a j o r i t y of our people are wor
king c l a s s , the ultimate form of s o c i a l i s m 
t h a t w i l l guarantee t r u e freedom and power 
j o r the workers i s the d i c t a t o r s h i p Of the 
p r o l e t a r i a t . Struggles i n which n a t i o n a l 
oppression i s the key element, the organ-
t M t t o n a l £onns of the n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n 
wmx ntetlAival United Front, National 
L l b u a d o n Org., e t c ) are most appropriate. 
Ilkm ••fwration o f these concepts f o r pur-
pOM o f 'idaoloqlcal debate" has l e f t each 
o f timm i a c a p a b l c of guiding our s t r u g g l e 
« l o « « . 

We B u t a l s o mspl*ia and support the 
a c t i o n s of our tirotfaers and s i s t e r s who 
are s t n i ^ g l i n ? a t the m i l i t a r y l e v e l , we 
must c l a r i f y the r e l a t i o n s h i p between po
l i t i c a l and m i l i t a r y s t r u g g l e , making 

I l l u s t r a t i o n by V i e t 
namese a r t i s t f o r a 
S t o r y w r i t t e n by Ho 
Chi Minh i n 1922. The 
s t o r y was w r i t t e n t o 
t e a c h Vietnamese peo
p l e about t h e n a t i o n 
a l l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g 
g l e s o f A f r i c a . 

i e s of l e a f l e t s , the r e g u l a r n e w s l e t t e r s , 
and then a newspaper, but only a f t e r some 
degree of s t a b i l i t y has been achieved, A-
mong the most important aspects of a r e v 
o l u t i o n a r y community p u b l i c a t i o n i s i t s 
c o n s i s t e n c y . I t i s a l s o important t h a t 
l o c a l communities make inputs i n t o prog
r e s s i v e A f r i o a l p u b l i c a t i o n s t h a t r e c e i v e 
broader c i r c u l a t i o n such as The A f r i c a n 
World and Muhammad Speaks. As p r i n t i n g 
c a p a c i t y develops, p o s t e r s , and then pam
p h l e t s can be produced and d i s t r i b u t e d . 
P osters should be put up with the i n t e n 
t i o n t h a t they stay long enough to be seen. 
Use wheat paste or evaporated milk, being 
c a r e f u l not to antagonize community r e s i 
dents by "defacing" t h e i r property. 

Tn using the bourgeois p r i n t media, 
contacts are the most improtant thing. We 
should i d e n t i f y people i n key p o s i t i o n s 
and maintain favorable, on-going r e l a t i o n s 
with them. Press conferences should be 
c a l l e d only when a b s o l u t e l y necassary. I f 
you c a l l one t h a t i s judged "unnewsworthy" 
by the bourgeois media, you can expect 
l i t t l e or no coverage of the next one. 

group teaching s i t u a t i o n s . We should take 
advantage of the f i l m s a v a i l a b l e to us 
through o r g a n i z a t i o n s such as Newsreel and 
T r i - C o n t i n e n t a l F i l m s ( B e r k e l y ) . I t should 
not be d i f f i c u l t to l o c a t e a teacher i n 
the community who w i l l borrow p r o j e c t o r s 
and other equipment through her or h i s 
school. The u l i t m a t e aim i n t h i s a r e a of 
work (as i n others) i s s e l f - r e l i a n c e . As 
always, we should s t a r t from the ground 
and work up. F i l m production i s r e a d i l y 
w i t h i n our grasp i f we avoid a "Hollywood" 
me n t a l i t y . A Kodak super-8 movie camera 
can be purchased f o r l e s s than twenty d o l 
l a r s . S l i d e shows accompanied by music 
or speech (taped or l i v e ) are a l s o pow
e r f u l . 

Audio Propaganda c o n s i s t s mainly of 
recordings of speeches, i n t e r v i e w s , con
v e r s a t i o n s , e t c . Such recordings are a l 
ways good for purpose of education and 
documentation. C a s s e t t e tape r e c o r d e r s are 
r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e i n most Black communit
i e s . People working i n schools and depart
ment s t o r e s can often provide tapes. Speech
es and i n t e r v i e w s should a l s o be t r a n s c 
r i b e d and d i s t r i b u t e d i n p r i n t e d form. Car 
caravans through the community usin g por
t a b l e p u b l i c address systems are a l s o an 
e f f e c t i v e means of p u b l i c i z i n g r a l l i e s , 
demonstrations, e t c . 

Propaganda through A r t and E n t e r t a i n 
ment should be c o n s o l i d a t e d around a c u l 
t u r a l c e n t e r i n every A f r i c a n community. 
The range of propaganda work i n t h i s area 
i s l i m i t e d only by our i n i t i a t i v e and c r e 
a t i v i t y . The key to e f f e c t i v e work through 
t h i s medium i s to develop a core group of 
people who can s y n t h e s i z e and p r o j e c t the 
day-to-day r e a l i t i e s of our l i v e s and our 
s t r u g g l e . 

I n the commercial e l e c t r o n i c s media, 
we w i l l probably remain l i m i t e d to three 
t a c t i c s : (1) i n f i l t r a t e production and 
broadcast o r g a n i z a t i o n s a t whatever l e v e l s 
p o s s i b l e , (2) manipulate bourgeois news 
coverage, based on our knowledge of i t s 
c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y motive, and (3) ex
p l o i t the p o l i t i c a l c o n t r a d i c t i o n s i n the 
media ( e . g . , " l i b e r a l - c o n s e r v a t i v e " ) , u n d e r 
standing t h a t these c o n t r a d i c t i o n s are 
c l e a r l y secondary to those t h a t p i t us a-
g a i n s t the bourgeios media as a whole. 

The r u l i n g c l a s s w i l l not s i t i d l y by 
i f r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s can s t i c c e s s f u l l y put 
out the above type of propaganda. A l l the 
r e p r e s s i v e machinery of the s t a t e w i l l be 
brought to bear on those who attempt to 
help our people for r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e . 
H i s t o r y has proven t h i s . Johnson s a i d t h a t 
one of h i s only two mistakes was not i n s 
t i t u t i n g c e nsorship. Under the i n c r e a s i n g 
l y f a s c i s t Nixon regime, continued with 
Ford, c e n s o r s h i p of even the bourgeois 
p r e s s has become commonplace. Fascism w i l l 
q u i c k l y f o r c e a l l t r u l y r e v o l u t i o n a r y prop
aganda underground. The a l t e r n a t i v e to not 
going underground when the c o n d i t i o n s war
r a n t w i l l be the d e s t r u c t i o n of the rev
o l u t i o n a r y propaganda machine. 

Therefore, there are three a r e a s where 
people must s c i e n t i f i c a l l y prepare i f they 
wish to engage i n r e v o l u t i o n a r y propaganda: 

1. T h e i r propaganda must reach the l e v e l 
where our paople w i l l p r o t e c t i t because 
they r e a l i z e t h a t the propaganda i s v i 
t a l to t h e i r i n t e r e s t s . 
2. We must be prepared to defend our 
propaganda and program. 
3. We must be able to submerge o u r s e l v e 
among our people as a f i s h swims i n the 
sea. 

CONCLUSION 
L a s t l y , we must be c l e a r on the h i s t 

o r i c a l r o l e of propaganda teams. I n China, 
they became an i n t e g r a l p a r t of the Red 
Army? i n Vietnam they were the b a s i s Of the 
N a t i o n a l L i b e r a t i o n Army. I n the United 
S t a t e s , propaganda u n i t s w i l l l i n k up w i t h 
other cadre c o l l e c t i v e s to form a Black 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y p a r t y guided by r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
s c i e n c e (Marxism-Leninism). Propaganda cad
r e s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s should be s t r i v i n g 
w ith a l l other comrades to b u i l d such a 
party. A r e v o l u t i o n a r y p a r t y to coordinate 
a l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y work and l e a d the people 
i n s t r u g g l e i s the key element mi s s i n g 
from o u r s t r u g g l e . I n the meantime we must 
d i v e r s i f y and p o p u l a r i z e our propaganda 
work to make i t as e f f e c t i v e as p o s s i b l e . 
Revolutionary Propagandists have a key 
r o l e to p l a y i n the Black L i b e r a t i o n s t r u g 
g l e . We must bring the message of r e v o l u 
t i o n to our people, subvert the enemy and 
teach each other the s c i e n c e and p r a c t i c e 
of r e v o l u t i o n . We must be competant i f 
our people are to win. 

A LUTA CONTINUA 
POPULARIZE REVOLUTIONARY PROPAGANDA 
BUILD A BLACK REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 




