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EDITORIAL PURPOSE OF THE PAPER 
Everyone can aee t h a t p o l i c e repres

si o n and a basic p o l i t i c a l s p l i t has eau 
caused the r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement i n t h i s 
country t o f a l t e r . The u n i t y t h a t r e v o l u 
t i o n a r i e s across the country once had with 
the leadership o f the o l d Black Panther 
Party has broken a p a r t . People have be
come i s o l a t e d from r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . Area 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s and community st r u g g l e s 
s u f f e r from l o c a l i s m . R e v o l u t i o n a r i e s are 
not developing ideas t h a t can spark revo
l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e s l i k e the concept o f 
Community c o n t r o l by the BPP d i d i n 1966. 
There i s no systematic communication or 
c o o r d i n a t i o n o f s t r u g g l e throughout the 
U.S. We do not even have a newspaper t h a t 
c a r r i e s r e v o l u t i o n a r y news a n a l y s i s and 
theory t o numbers o f people across the 
country. 

That I s o l a t i o n i s why t h i s paper was 
s t a r t e d . By i t s e l f a nation-wide paper 
w i l l not solve the problems o f the revo
l u t i o n a r y movement. But, i t i s p a r t Of 
the s o l u t i o n . S p e c i f i c a l l y , i t i s an or 
g a n i z i n g t o o l f o r l o c a l s t r u g g l e s and a 
co o r d i n a t i n g t o o l f o r r e g i o n a l and nati o n 
a l s t r u g g l e s . I t provides r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
i n f o r m a t i o n and a n a l y s i s . I t i s a commu
n i c a t i o n network independent o f the bour
geois media. L a s t l y i s i s a forum t o d i s 
cuss the major problems and tasks of the 
r e v o l u t i o n . A l l o f us won't n e c e s s a r i l y 
agree w i t h e v e r y t h i n t h a t ' s p r i n t e d , b u t 
we a l l t h i n k t h a t the Ideas are deserving 
o f serious c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

The people who s t a r t e d t h i s newspa
per r e f l e c t the purpose o f the paper. We 
are mainly TW r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s w i t h some 
whit e r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . A l l the people on 
the paper are engaged or i n contact w i t h 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y p r a c t i c e . Many have been 
or a r c MBbera o f r e v o l u t i o n a r y organiza-
Clooa. Moat o f us are M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t , 
Moat o f us b e l i e v e t h a t b u i l d i n g f i g h t 
i n g n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n f r o n t s i s primary 
now. Same b e l i e v e t h a t a m u l t i n a t i o n a l 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y p a r t y i s c r i t i c a l . A l l o f 
us agree on the f o l l o w i n g p o l i t i c a l p r i n 
c i p l e s : 

1. T h i r d World Na t i o n a l L i b e r a t i o n are 
str u g g l e s are the l e a d i n g element -
of the developing S o c i a l i s t Revolu-i-
t l o n i n the United States. 

2. The white working class i s p r e s e n t l y 
a p o t e n t i a l a l l y o f n a t i o n a l l i b e r a 
t i o n s t r u g g l e s . But due t o the ideo
logy o f racism, they l a g the r e s t 
o f the r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement and 
could even become a force f o r f a s 
cism. I t i s the duty o f r e v o l u t i o n 
a r i e s , e s p e c i a l l y w h i t s r e v o l u t i o n 
a r i e s , t o work f o r the awakening o f 
the white working class i n t o a p o s i 
t i v e f o r c e f o r r e v o l u t i o n . 

3. The r e v o l u t i o n i s and w i l l be a po
l i t i c a l , economic and armed struggle, 

4. I n s i d e the n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n stnig-
gles and the general r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
movement, the r e v o l u t i o n w i l l be led 
by an a l l i a n c e o f working and poor 
people and i n t h e i r i n t e r e s t s . 

I n s t e a d o f w r i t i n g a l e t t e r t o ex
p l a i n our p o l i t i c s and the purpose o f the 
paper, we decided t o put a p r a c t i c a l ex
ample i n people's hands. This f i r s t issue 
i s meant t o be an i n v i t a t i o n t o whoever 
sees the paper t o c o n t r i b u t e t o i t s de
velopment. The success o f t h i s paper de
pends t o t a l l y on the amount o f a c t i v e 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n by progressive people who 
agree w i t h our basic p r i n c i p l e s . We want 
SEIZE THE TIME t o become a n a t i o n a l news
paper as soon as p o s s i b l e , so t h a t i t can 
make a c o n t r i b u t i o n t o b u i l d i n g n a t i o n a l 
l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e s and s o c i a l i s m . 

We ask t h a t people and o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
consider exchanging, s u b s c r i b i n g and/or 
d i s t r i b u t i n g papers. We welcome news r e 
p o r t s from people's s t r u g g l e s , a r t i c l e s , 
l e t t e r s , poems, artwork and cartoons. 
Please l e t us know about news s e r v i c e s , 
i n f o r m a t i o n bureaus or newspapers from 
anywhere i n the world t h a t you t h i n k we 
should use. People make the r e v o l u t i o n ! 

"A newspaper i s not only a c o l l e c t i v e 
propagandist and c o l l e c t i v e a g i t a t o r , 
but also a c o l l e c t i v e o r g a n i z e r . I n 
t h i s respect i t can be compared t o the 
s c a f f o l d i n g erected around a b u i l d i n g 
i n c o n s t r u c t i o n ; i t marks the contours 
o f the s t r u c t u r e and f a c i l i t a t e s com
munication between the b u i l d e r s , per
m i t t i n g them t o d i s t r i b u t e the work 
and t o view the common r e s u l t s a-
chieved by t h e i r organized labour." 

LENIN 

WHAT WE BELIEVE: REVOLUTION IN AMERICA 

Wherever ther e i s oppression, th e r e i s 
r e s i s t a n c e . Countries vant independence, 
nations want l i b e r a t i o n , and people want 
r e v o l u t i o n . This has become the i r r e s t i -
b l e t r e n d o f h i s t o r y . 

- Chinese Communist 
Party 

The people o f the world have enjoyed 
great successes since WWII i n t h e i r s t r u g 
g l e f o r s o c i a l and economic r e v o l u t i o n . 
The People's Republic o f china has been 
es t a b l i s h e d f o r over 25 years. Korea, 
Vietnam, the r e s t o f Indochina, Cuba and 
Guinea-Bisseau have waged successful wars 
of n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n . Most c o u n t r i e s i n 
A f r i c a have won p o l i t i c a l independence. 
Progressive s o c i a l i s t governments have 
been elect e d i n C h i l e and other co u n t r i e s . 

But the s u c c e s s e s o f the people have 
h u r t the R o e k e r f e l l e r s , Mellons, Fords, 
Rothchilds and Duponts fo the w o r l d . Ihelr 
system o f world-wide c a p i t a l i s m weakens 
everytime a l e f t i s t government n a t i o n a l 
izes mines and n u l l i f i e s debts. I t weak
ens everytime i t spends b i l l i o n s f o r 
wars t h a t f o r c e t i n - h o r n d i c t a t o r s onto 
u n w i l l i n g T h i r d World n a t i o n s . I t weakens 
everytime the N a t i o n a l Guard must put 
down Black Rebellions and break up t r u c 
k e r s ' blockades i n America. 

Ca p i t a l i s m f e e l s i t s e l f weakening. 
So i t t r i e s t o Increase the f l o w o f i t s 
l i f e b l o o d , money. I t t r i e s to take more 
p r o f i t from the t o l l of the world's peo
p l e . The Arab peoples have grown r e b e l l i 
ous o f Euro-American i n t e r f e r e n c e i n the 
Middle East. The Arabs decided t o w i t h h o l d 
the o i l t h a t Euro-American companies took 
f o r almost n o t h i n g f o r so lo n g , America 
suddenly wakes up t o f i n d i t s e l f depen
dent on black wealth no longer under i t s 
c o n t r o l . So o i l companies increase t h e i r 
p r i c e s and p r o f i t s w h i l e w i t h h o l d i n g vast 
reserves o f o i l . Nixon t e l l s workers t o 
be more p r o d u c t i v e and less comfortable. 

The "energy c r i s i s " i s born. The m i l i t a r y 
gets a l l the fufel I t needs f o r l i m o s i n e s . 
A i r Force One and Thieu's army w h i l e 
homes are blacked o u t , schools are closed 
and workers l a i d o f f . 

Countries i n A f r i c a , Asia and L a t i n 
America win p o l i t i c a l and even m i l i t a r y 
independence. They t h r e a t e n t o withdraw 
from t r a d e atiangements and demand more 
f o r t h e i r resources and l a b o r . So c a p i t -
a l s i m responses neo-coloniaj-ism and 
s u b - i m p e r i a l i s t c o u n t r l e s ( B r a z i l , I s r a e l , 
I r a n and South A f r i c a ) which t h r g a t e n 
t h e i r immediate neighbors w i t h i n v a s i o n 
and economic c o n t r o l . 

Everywhere t h a t I n t e r n a t i o n a l c a p i t 
a l i s m was weakened by people's v i c t o r i e s 
i t has attempted a comeback by more v i c i 
ous or more disguised means. And every
where t h a t people have understood t h i s 
new form o f oppression and have become 
u n i t e d f o r s t r u g g l e , the people have won 
even gr e a t e r v i c t o r i e s . So the t r e n d o f 
h i s t o r y i s towards the f a l l o f i n t e r n a 
t i o n a l c a p i t a l and the r i s e o f r e v o l u t i o n . 

But the course o f r e v o l u t i o n I s not 
smooth. The success o f n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n 
i n Guinea-Bisseau i s tempered by the f a i l 
ure o f electe d s o c i a l i s m i n C h i l e . The 
people o f C h i l e went by a l l the r u l e s o f 
pa r l i m e n t a r y democracy. American compan
i e s couldn't complain about a handful o f 
armed communists v i o l e n t l y s e i z i n g " t h e i r " 
copper mines. Yet when challenged by Chi
l e ' s successful and l e g a l attempt a t eco
nomic s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and i n t e r n a l r e 
form, American i n t e r e s t s and t h e i r puppets 
dropped the mask o f " f r e e " market exchange 
and democracy. The massacre o f l e f t i s t 
P a rty members, students and workers began. 
The viciousness o f the r e p r e s s i o n i s 
matched only by the defenselessness o f 
the people. The lesson c l e a r l y i s t h a t 
the s t r u g g l e f o r l i b e r a t i o n must be waged 
m i l i t a r i l y as w e l l as p o l i t i c a l l y and e-
conomically. C a p i t a l i s m w i l l always r e 
s o r t t o v i o l e n c e , and the people must be 
prepared f o r I t s c e r t a i n t y . 

I n t h i s country, the r e s i s t a n c e has 
ba r e l y begun, and already we have seen 
a s s a s i n a t i o n , t o r t u r e and imprisonment 
used by c i t y p o l i c e departments and fed
e r a l agencies t o put down r e s i s t a n c e a™ 
gain s t fascism, racism and e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

C.OMT: OAOS'J 

VIETNAM WILL WIN 
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The r e v o l u t i o n a r y movanent i n Ameri

ca began i n the e a r l y e i x t i e s w i t h the 
c i v i l r i g h t s movement agaire t r a c i a l op
pression o f Blacks. I t grew w i t h a popu
l a r understanding t h a t oppression and i n 
e q u a l i t y were basic t o the American way 
of l i f e . Malcolm X spoke on the B a l l o t or 
the B u l l e t i n 1964 and was assasinated 
l a t e r t h a t year. Watts burned i n the £i 
f i r s t long hot summQr o f 1965, East Los 
Angeles and other c i t i e s i n the SOUthwest 
(A z t l a n ) were a l s o having t h e i r hot sum
mers. The Brown Berets, Denver's Crusade 
f o r J u s t i c e and the Puerto Rican Young 
Lords p a r t y were founded i n the l a t e 60's. 
The anti-war movement grew w i t h America's 
youth. Through t h e i r Involvement i n the 
anti-war movement, some whites gained an 
understanding o f the t o t a l American sys-
tan o f oppression and a l l i e d themselves 
w i t h the s t r u g g l e s o f T h i r d World people 
w i t h i n America as w e l l . The Black Panther 
Party was founded i n 1966. Tn 1967 the US 
government was forced t o send paratroop
ers t o put down the D e t r o i t R e b e l l i o n . 

1968 was a hi g h p o i n t f o r the s t r u g 
gles o f people i n America. I n A p r i l , Mar
t i n Luther King, J r . was assasinated, and 
over 125 c i t i e s exploded i n angry r e b e l 
l i o n a g ainst t h i s l a t e s t act o f repressio. 
These r i o t s and other demonstrations won 
unprecedented concessions. The anti-war 
movement was f o r c i n g changes i n American 
f o r e i g n p o l i c y . BPP chapters spread l i k e 
w i l d - f i r e across the country. They pro
vided u n i f i e d l e a d e r s h i p and nation-wide 
communications f o r the e n t i r e US move
ment. During t h i s t i m e , the f i r s t n a t i o n 
a l Chicane youth conference was held i n 
Denver, Colorado. I t u n i t e d hundreds o f 
i n d i v i d u a l s and groups t o declare them
selves the n a t i o n o f A z t l a n . 

1968 a l s o s i g n a l l e d the d e c i s i o n o f 
the US government and business t h a t " 
"th i n g s had gone too f a r " . People had 
got t e n away w i t h too much. Law and order 
Nixon was engineered i n t o the Presidency. 
I n the next f i v e years, poverty programs 
were cut and a l t e r e d t o o n l y serve b u s i 
ness. Schools were f i l l e d w i t h p o l i c e and 
d e c t e c t i v e squads, Bebe Reboso's Mafia 
began massive I n f u s i o n o f CIA dope i n t o 
TW communities. The number o f a r r e s t s and 
p o l i c e murders o f TW people jumped. Pro
f i t s enjoyed t h e i r l a r g e s t increases ever 
w h i l e i n f l a t i o n and unemployment jumped. 
The economic c o n t r o l phases began w i t h 
the approval o f g i a n t companies l i k e Qi, 
1968 also was the year t h a t systematic 
r e p r e s s i o n o f every major r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
a c t i o n and o r g a n i z a t i o n began. That spring 
J. Edgar Hoover d i r e c t e d the FBI t o "ex
pose, d i s r u p t and n e u t r a l i z e the New L e f t 
Movement," and t o "prevent the develop
ment o f a Mau-mau type Black n a t i o n a l i s t 
r e v o l u t i o n i n the United States." 

That s p r i n g N a t i o n a l Guard u n i t s and 
paratroopers were used t o crush the Black 
Urban R e b e l l i o n s . Only Vietnam hardened 
paratroopers were able t o c o n t a i n the up
r i s i n g . That year the Oakland p o l i c e mur
dered BPP's L ' i l Bobby Hutton and a r r e s 
ted Huey P. Newton. 

I n the next f i v e years, the BPP split 
and catalyzed a s p l i t i n the e n t i r e move
ment. The p o l i c e r e p r e s s i o n made c l e a r 
t h a t r e v o l u t i o n was a l i f e and death 
s t r u g g l e between the r u l e r s and the r u l e d , 
not a game. The choice had t o be made t o 
e i t h e r make r e v o l u t i o n or t o p l a y w i t h 
reform. Faced w i t h t h a t choice, the Young 
Lords P a r t y , The Chicane Revolutionary 
P a r t y , the Revolutionary Union, Vencere-
mos, the Brown Berets, Red Guards, e t c . 
e i t h e r s p l i t or disbanded. Other o r g a n i 
zations were h e a v i l y i n f i l t r a t e d or r e 
pressed l i k e WAW and Republic o f New A-
A f r i c a , The success o f p o l i c e r e p r e s s i o n 
has proved t h a t c a p i t a l i s m and i m p e r i a l 
ism are s t i l l stronger than the r e v o l u 
t i o n a r y movement. 

Meanwhile, the r e v o l u t i o n a r y move
ment proved t h a t i t had th r e e serious 
weaknesses. The young movement thought i t 
could stand the world on i t s head i n a 
few s h o r t years. They were not prepared 
f o r a long s t r u g g l e t h a t r e q u i r e d b u i l d 
i n g t he u n i t y o f a l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y people. 
Many people became discouraged and t i r e d . 
Others made carelass mistakes t h a t put 
themselves i n the hands o f the p o l i c e . 
The " r e v o l u t i o n a r y l i f e s t y l e " became i s o 
l a t e d from the l i f e o f working f a m i l i e s . 

The other two problems are c l o s e l y 
r e l a t e d . Many o r g a n i z a t i o n s have s p l i t 
over d i f f e r e n c e s on the r o l e o f n a t i o n a l 
l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e s and the r o l e o f 
armed s t r u g g l e i n America. On the one side 
i s the i n s i s t a n c e t h a t the s t r u g g l e s o f 
TW people are a smaller or secondary p a r t 
o f the general working class s t r u g g l e . 
These people condemn r e v o l u t i o n a r y natiot*-
a l i s m and the concept o f urban g u e r r i l l a 
w a r f a r e . They downplay the importance o f 
the Black Urban Rebellions and say t h a t 
the masses can not grasp even the concept 
o f armed s t r u g g l e u n t i l years i n the f u 
t u r e . These people are the Oakland BPP 
le a d e r s h i p . Revolutionary Union, the o l d 
Communist P a r t y , T r o t s k y - i t e s and groups 
dominated by them(ie. Puerto Rican Revo
l u t i o n a r y Workers' O r g a n i z a t i o n , f o r m e r l y 
p a r t o f the Young Lords, now under RU's 
wi n g ) . 

On the other side i s the i n s i s t a n c e 
t h a t recent h i s t o r y proves t h a t the strug
gles o f T h i r d World people f o r n a t i o n a l 
l i b e r a t i o n from i m p e r i a l i s m are the lead
i n g element o f the r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e . 
These people quote Mao t h a t , " I n wars o f 
n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n , p a t r i o t i s m ( e d . note: 
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n a t i o n a l i s m ) i s a p p l i e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m . " 
They stand opposite t o the f i r s t side on 
every major question from defending cap
t u r e d BLA members t o t h e r o l e o f oppres
sed people's c u l t u r e and how to deal w i t h 
the r e a c t i o n a r y Teamster's Union, Although 
t h i s paper has no o r g a n i z a t i o n a l a l l e 
giances, we agree w i t h t h i s side o f the 
s p l i t . 

We are r e v o l u t i o n a r y n a t i o n a l i s t s . 
We are f o r b u i l d i n g g o c l a l l s m and com
p l e t e l y smashing the corporate f a s c i s t 
s t a t e . Imperialism(monopoly c a p i t a l i s m ) 
and racism are the t w i n p i l l a r s o f the 
f a s c i s t s ' a n p i r e . The monsters o f c a p i t 
a l i s m must be destroyed before they de
s t r o y our people. We hope t h i s paper can 
c o n t r i b u t e t o the f u t u r e development o f 
the o r y , s t r a t e g y and o r g a n i s a t i o n o£ the 
R e v o l u t i o n and b e n e f i t the l i v e s o f op
pressed people everywhere. 

Comrade Ho Chi Minh i n s p i r e d the 
people o f Vietnam t o b a t t l e 30 years ago 
w i t h these words, "Revolutionary F i g h t 
e r s , the hour has s t r u c k . The f i g h t i n g 
s p i r i t o f the people i s displayed before 
you I Let us r i s e up q u i c k l y 1 U n i t e w i t h 
each o t h e r , u n i f y your a c t i o n t o over
throw the i m p e r i a l i s t s . V i c t o r y t o the 
World R e v o l u t i o n ! " 

Free the People 
SEIZE THE TIME 
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• 

i 
ORGANIZATIONS - NEWSPAPERS 

Please consider using the center 
s e c t i o n o f t h i s paper as an i n 
s e r t supplement t o your own l o c a l 
paper. I f you are i n t e r e s t e d , 
w r i t e us about the number you want 
and f e e l f r e e t o make suggestions 
about f u t u r e content and s i z e . We 
plan t o have a center s e c t i o n i n 
every issue. 

A * * -A- -r If * 

Newspaper 

1 copy $ .15ea. 
over 5 copies - - - - _ _ $ ,20ea. 
" 25 copies $ .ibea. 

Year S u b s c r i p t i o n - - - -$3,CC(12) 

Center Section 

1 copy $ .ISea. 
over 5 copies $ .10 ea. 
" 25 copies $ .05ea. 

* * * * * * * * 




