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The Commities of 5 has followed up on the deciazion of the August con-
coordinate discugsion within ocur tendency on the immediate
Wy Lox cnnsoljgatiﬁn by suggesting that pavticipating groups
answors to five apecific guestions. We welcome the Con--
L tiavive and to circulate the different groups’
xegpﬂnzes@ We offer ouxr in the spirit of unity-~struggle-unity

1 . ipntention of making a contribution to the development of princip-
tod idaclogical struggle., 1In our x;mpunuo we will “'&ak first to the ob-
dactive atato of the Marxist-Teninist movement in this country, then res-
pond to ihe f£five questiouns, and conclude with o brief sum-up of some leg-
cong Lo de lr;,u-nni, from the Bolshevik Jﬂrly huilding expevience, and in
v ticular the Iskra peoriod.  We hope, in ao doing, to conLLLbute to the
vepbruary . conkeronce and to the six agthening of the unity within our

The Marzist-Leninist Movement in the U.S.

The Marwist-beninisb wovement in the U.8. is marked by the continuing J
prodominance of a left opportunist trend. The theory and practice of thisg

jyond is characterized by "left" forms of =zectarianism dogmatism,(economism
and adventuriocm. Recently thaere has emerged an (mh“yunu‘ anti-revisionist

anti e opportunist tendency. However thie teudency has not yet emerged

o on clearly defined "troend, GhﬁdLﬂ@)/g 72
We call a trend only a Aefinite sum of political ideas
T [ well defined in rogs

which have Dooong 1  to all the most
important gquestions of both the revolution and the coun-~
ter revolutions ideas which moreoveyr have proved their
right to existonct joa trend by baling disseninated among
broad strava of the vorking class...
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e objective atate of ouw Londency 19 sarked by well defined
political ideas, let alone onca that have n widely disseminated within
ing ﬁL“és, our teudency is characterized by uneven development
and o urish epproafhe‘ to both theory end practice., We have made at
best minimal proo’rcuu in the task of fusing Marxism-Leninism with the
working class movement, a task which ig the ecsence of the overall party-
Tt L iney P‘ﬁCOuuu ihﬂ “Drait Resolution," while incorrectly placing the
penkle of the M-L trend on our nepbryonic tendency, " accurately sums up

=
oy low le vOl Of davelopment:

BN R -
v WO

[T+ must be vecogniszed, however, that the M-L trend exists
(} in enmbryonic form. AM aomﬁhrvd to bhoth the revisionists and
J tho dognatists who have consolidatoed views, lavge ovganizations,
v national presses, and relatively unificd leadarships, the M-~L
r trend exigts mainly in the form of swmall, tocal organizations.
\/m ' T+ larks a coherent viewpoint and FOULHIH a rather broad
LAWY | range of diverse and contradictory opiniens. It has fow :
\ @ pnewspapers: most of its pubLluh1Lw ia confined to pomphlets

LY

and leaflets. and its leadership is disunited...
- (page 3)
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F, DA adan Lay o welin, W1 el e poin b Sut Pl earbrene 1 il livencsg ol oun
vl , oAt fallore as a boadoney Fry woualue e colls sdiction balween
thaoory ana practice, and the contining peevalence ol grvovpist md sec-
Farian practice. (See "tnt?yvnui!dinq and its Relaltion Lo the Masges.")
! The August conference was & graphic demonatration of the embryonic
| nature of our develepment as a tendency. IThe groups in attendance were,

for the magkt part, no moere than o Tfew years old; they had pelatively
14 ttle practice in Fusing M-L with the working class movement, and they
vere unevenly developed iheoretically. This is np reason to be pessimistic

16y [ Sl

ot L %1 "z to transform this
ipto acitual progress, We mugt recognize the ohjective state of the tendency.
vat the August conference, and the subscguent initiative of the Committe
of %, ropresent emall but significant steps forward. It was a step for-
winrd Tor the conference Lo ravise Principle 15 on the main danger in the
1y, movement thereby recognizing that the hroader aategory of Hleoft!
| ppporctunism more acchl ately describes our anity on the main danger than
Aid the term “"dogmatism." But thig step was only a beginning. Now we
nead ©H struggle cver our differences on the specific aspect of nlegt®
onpartunism which characterizes the wain danger, in order to reach unity
on ithis and on ‘the significance oOF the questinn for par ty-building gtrrategy.
At this time, our teundency has no single coherant par ty-building
cirategy. The initial debate on the "Draft Resolution® revealed significant
differcnces on this guegtion even within the Committec of 5. Thus we
welecome the present exchange of views as an indication of the tendency's
willingness to move beyondd - the current situation.

sbout the potential for our tendenay, but ¢
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Responsa Lo the commitire of 5's Questions

are e e e

shonld be the relationshin of national to local work in this period?

upa An Thr tendency are organized on a locnl basis. Bocattered

& we tond to ditvect our blows on a lomal level, against the par-

Cieuior corporations, tho particular state organs we face in our local

_ worl. BuE the copitalict rlass Lo organised on @ national and international

?@x ﬁ; gin. Our weakness i nok in Aoing local woxk bui in failed to develop
ﬁ h naticonal appreach in ouy Tocal work, Thus ony ocal work Lacks national

pagnihicenen, and we Tond 1o Foll Into localint eryols. This weakens

cur ebhility to integrote M-i, wiilt the working alona movement as @ whole.
our tondoney s approach, o 1More accenvately lack’, of a common approach

‘ o the recent UAW convention illustrates this., Mony of our organizations

\

|

ricipated in Tecnl union campalons and in organizing shop floor
around class struggle programs. vet, des
the broad outlines of an apppnoach 1o trade union work”J@% were
deyalop a joint approach to the convention. We had ' ‘common
Voamini e particular gquestions at jerue in the convention, and
so wo were unable to turn our heory into a weapon in the hands of the
wocling elags in thart narticular arana of struggle. We were unabhle to
Lot out the sorongibs and weaknesses of our ppproach Lo frade union worlks
fow con we call ourselves @ trond wher woe ara anable to act Ltogether
on the bosis of a common OppLe 1?2 How can we call onrselves a trend
when we are unable to establieh a praescence on aunch occasions? There
¢ trends at the convention - the CPUSA regpresented the revisionist
while the "left" opportunist trend was represented by the RCP and
(M-T,) e The underlying ideological stance of hoth trends is being
Y ariiind bofore the class in just such nredns as the UAW - the reformism
\nﬁ fhe cPirsA and the tleft® voersion of M- (cly awing om,anarahmwﬂyndicalismh
We have yet to dovelop and pubt into prachice an onti-~revisionist, anti-left
Poppoxtunist approach %o rrado union work.

pite our unity around
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e renl questiomé now facing our rendaoncy 2¥e rather: What are the
R TCTATOIN TR conditions Lo¥ tha anergence of a leading center? How do we
Move pofyhawnrds peeking thobe conditionn?  AS wo pointed out earlier,

soling” i not }'prnc.?.'.!,..:;li.lnéc‘l';
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T carrynng out this pxotragted process of puilding & nleading center"

1 Wi yuard against erroys from hoth the right and the "left," We must
conaolidate orgauizationally the ideodogical and political unity we
nehieve, and struggle againstthose who would hold back rhis progresSe
pot owe nast alase avoid the nleft" erroy of trying Lo achieve today

&4 what LS only posaible in tho future, of overestimnating the entent of
paiitical and ideological unity and 59 atrewpting LO get up an organization

0
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achicved oo for wilthin our teadency, it would ba o clossic "left" error
claim ourselven, or soy subset of our tewdency as a "lesding ideological

We hove bavely bogun the necessary procegsg of slrugele to clarify the key
ions of party dullding strategy, let alonc other quentions of political line.
wve not even discussed where unity ig necessary, what the "wost important

jons of the revolubicon snd counter 1*cvoJuti‘r1" are.

A present our unihy is 1imited Lo that embodied In the 18 principles. Tt would
e oo prolound mio vr.»wd,m{, of party-hullding theory Lo ascert HML the anity embodiled
thore pridnciples in mafiic .nz.‘i for the consbilitution ot o "leading ideological

Morcover, .'il; rhould be clear from the reecenl conterence thab our unity

ren arowid Lnese 18 princlples is Lunited,

Fooe (‘"mll}}] e, at the Mmslh conference, Princiliple 15 was snmended in vhat we think

i slov,  Yeb this positive sbep way oot conneetod with ony diocusslon
ol the ohonee Por obeskesy and Soctions  Tho {f@‘rv—*m'l attitude
'H; didn ™t make much dlfference yhebher we charoasterize the maln

v ]

or “Llett" opportinism, Bubt it in an Dmportant questlon. As

pv‘L .LL' :
A correct resolution to this discussion 1s essentilal to the
future of the Mol wovemznt. There is a root ervor and if ¢
that root is not sinpled out, the diseased plant will cone-
tinuously send forlh new shoots,
{"Dopinatisn ~The Root of Opportunism in our
Movement," The Orpanizer, July 1977)

T v

Our Lendeney hag only Just bepun the process of gtudying the rools of "left"
opportunlem In the mevewrsnt oo o vholo and in our own nmidst. T this Light, a
pocent development wibhin the tendency especlally concerns ug end points to the
to Dl ace g cieor priorily on decpening our colleclhive wodersbanding of the

speciftic fc,rn of "left" opportunism,  The "’WOL recently uIUI)TH@d up z
it organizabiou-wide convention ("FWOC Convention Churts nt Iu.;-: Course,” The '
Depondnoe, Oobober 1977) . Aecovding to the article, iw shtde was 1donl,1_’r'1ed
' crror in PHOUTs proctice. There is nol a pingic wenbtion of any dofiger

Lertiom” wi \a3 hr'tuﬂc, noy iz thore any enalynde of the effects
LT (l*“)vn the wiohb or "Meft") on the fuplemembtabiou of porbty-bullding

‘ Ouy vendeney connel afford o “'L(fimw- tha denper of "leftiom” in 1ts own
1'(1-, \UI(’ to Jook sb ove own ervors In abglraction from onr centiral Lask of party-

Ehin The prast

o

lmvf sevizs of mronduwenbs o the 18 principles were offered gb the August
raoqiru‘cmo, But in gonoval these amendments, apart from o Low cenﬁming on principles
15 ~!n h;p weye not eivcevwlated in advence., 1TU is n~wﬂ thervefore to see how the

izations present could have consolidobed poritions on the ﬂvqﬁndxnwn‘uso Yet

Ty every one of them wes accepted with 1iL1,j.e digscuasion and no voting.

SRl 18 1 ddd appear thet most organizabicns hod studied the proposed
anlvational cbanccy on whobher any chanpes showld be made. But

: At weny ovganirobions were unelear on the question of internstlonal
neratl.  Whan the [0 Tomoftered an exbremely significent mmendment to

Bhe Tang FUBE pe' to make the Focus on the \'jg:-‘_:n-ﬂ conbratiction)in the world
bebween 19, dnperdndicm snd 1o allies on 'the one hand and national 1 ll“bel’atiorl
1 the o Lher," mosl groups were unprepared to cven take up the Umlm Iying

Why e we pointing out these examples of relitive unclarity on “the part of the’
bencdency? Ve ore not doing so In ovder Lo srpus Tor the tendency to Sump ripght dn
mad provide paper mwwors Jmmediotety or dn the noar future., Rathew, vie ave trylng



. WL F . . 1o 2 irhe_u! o} Ve
prkention to the Leelb thot our iwnd”uﬁv doen not have the necegsarvy =0 700k

wyance bo ecoli I ~ wao hove no haginess at this

ooy development oolling ouy » Meading ideological center.  The principles
ghould, in our view, conbinus Lo be geen op draft peinciples, principles which

in the process oi consonlidabing ouv ntLly“ hut which dn and of thenselves

a cohercnt tiond ; wdw, as yet, a clene sumnary of our uvnity.
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at, such a center should be for the purpose of

ladly and most fmporbantly, the question of parby-building
b around porby bulldiog ntrategy we can provilde

he procest by which ve can  woeld o "leading" 1deologleal

1500 Caney

Ve +hinl that the basis on vhich this center sbhould be orgeniced should be no
hon Lhe weily embodicd din the 18 principles and the conceptlon should be to
within the centeov w31 signifjc9nt forces within our tendency. We detect
“tont combradiction in the position teken dn the "Draft Resolution for a
Tacolopical Center.” On the one hand, the resolution avpucs correctly thatb:

afa!

The organdzing comaittee (for the fdeologlest conter - ed.),
vased on thooe prdnciples of unlby, would hwU” to e assembled
a0 that 1t wno representative as pousible off the Yitlferent
povnpectlves dn the trend. Obherwlse, 16 could not establish
Jtoelf with o officient natlional followlng so ag to glve
Tleadornhip to Lhe development of o veally rocognized center.

Bk Ui ponerally corroel pozitlon is undervent by n subseguent statement in Lhe
. 1
ponolublon:

Obylomsly, Tor the center bo ploy n leading xole, it mast

hewe o higher bootls  of unity thon the lowent coningn denoninator

of the trond on o whele. While this wowld lesd to the initial

exclusion of cewL A0 groups, which while - h”J ore proping in

an anti-dogmnsbist direction have not sufficiently consolidated
oyound M=T, 4t g absolutely necessary in the center if 1t is

to bo-egapable of providing any meaningful leadershipe

Phoye hag boon no Teebhoe chetomeats on thin,  We have nob been told what this

Soeboe dovel of ity ghoadd eonpdot offs Tt the prapounl 9t indleates on

sol andeesbondng oi L culiip o bhis period.  Correel Jeadership ie nob

iuced by the fact thab thoge lending have a higher level of unlty than the trend

in gensral, bub rother by vhether or nob the political bnsls of unlty is sufficient

bo nﬂrry ot the necessayry tu ks of this period. Since we wee the tasks to be a further
oo of the uoiby of tha tendency aps a vhole particularly avound party

£ ond the notwee of the modn :.up“” srithin our movement, we do not agree that
{1 hedef ined "higher level of unity” is necessary or obvious. Quibe the eontravy,
ould be n Mlett” v ok forward the need for higher unity thon is necded ’

Lo cecomplinh the books bolow: use The prosent 10 point provide a suiiiclent begle for
detosnining the composition of the center. - '
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t £ the previous guastions qu‘ﬂ'or Unity Organization
9

i 13 U‘v: jdeological ot lw le as the key elensnt

1 2 T 11v the kev ausetiond

moan deldninge ol
T

L i
-vaﬂw ey e ) o dgvn-'lnni u_-j conerane woh.-f:n:;,r;r:;s: Por ansyering.
M this TUU'-L e fiﬂ not see this process of centralization as representing
-*’! A a clegrly defd nwd " Precigely becpuse e
s g ,Laeologgi 1 end o sad apherensy, and o our ideas have nobt been
T ¢ test of close slvusple, the central tasl .ol o vl snter' would be to focus
the didcologleal atrupple neQassacy Per o definite "hrend" to emergae.
[ Tn ordse Lo necomplinh thig contral tnek, any ec snler we develop mash eddross Itpell
it Ay to poring ond broadening the ddeologlend. and politieal. atmggle within

et gtep dn bhis process of deependny oad hroadening is to

key gquentions we nead to speak !m ho propogal pub forwand In the
ir-frnjw. ion Tor n Teuding Tdeological Cepber" presento us with a Jlowndey lish
zrl’l of mh ich nve i':‘:"ﬂf'-i-_ et over Lhe er” »un Tor the thoroush POTIE;Oll(laLlOIl
"ert” oppoY toniat trend. Bub theve is 1ittle guidance on what the "key —
present, the r:*:J. importent inm2di 1!,5: fack whope accomplishment wouldd ]

pify and pid in the sccomplistment of all other bagks. To pspert the importenbe
1y 4 = 1 X
"soordinating the abrugele apainst dogmablom enfl vevisionion” and the "eloborabion

1 . ¥
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(034
of M-t 10 U.S. conditions doee nob constibute a guide for the future work of the

tendeney In its parbleulovs. |

areme that the single most Iwporbont Lok today is the clueification of our
butiding srrategy, ond In perticulor the nature and sipnificance of

Y
ain de *r e within the U.B. p.«;rty Juilding forees. The Draflt Resolubtion assumes
‘ghrotepy is olyesdy ¢lear. Yet the ind tial responses Lo this resolution

o the disnmrcements on st PO S e
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Tha debate 'bhl fn Llr oo, 1"‘% ond the Cunrdian (mostly cevried on in the pages of

; um vach Lhat there gve otllld dmportant differences within
s bhe velabion between "fusion" mnd party-bullding,
o5 of party butlding, ete. In addition, documents

; hy Bogbon Porby njuj“hlingr Orpondoatlion; Commnlst

't?.zﬂrs VUpily Leasue, ﬂu! cursolven onons obhers aleo ralsc

Legy thab have nol yet heen taken up dn thorough geing

Glee :i“n
Ehvin bhe b

Trab ton, Prolet
mibabandtdive guegtioaz on

pad cbendeney wide dipeuscions.

i,ﬂ" (2]

uzh vo do not r-rrrmn with all the malysis or some of the conclusions put
, Jl by T Comite in "Party Building and lts Relationship to the Masses, " ye think
ST bcen exewplary ’m potting fundsmental questions of party building strotegy
Ctmfore the tendency. ‘The  tendency as e whole must addvess Iteelf to these quen ftions,
L_@Lmi Pebrunry cenferanee will provide ug with an opportimity to do 80.

_lJ gte]

We nnslh be epyefiul nob bo apmune thab our emsy omrecment ab the August confercnce
Lo the mmendment 6 o prinrciple 15 mesne that we now have deeper undby on the main
i dn the poeby buildiug Torees, The debates ob thab confercace, and the proceso
ich oply one of the principles, number 18, (U8, is the main danger) has been
o exelude any group shous bhot Tor many n.[‘ the groups ob the t_nn[‘r"xcn x¢ the
] i neither dogmabiom nor et oppml.un'l im bul rather "elass colloboration

1§ L6 4

arcund ml,r.*‘nu.h;!ou L 1ine" (which pr wml]ﬂo 16 supposedly provides o Lest for) .
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s Phera oz eloo differenens within ouy fondeng on the ppeeifle wola Lhot "lelt”
ceyors have ployed In the ety buldding alrabepy off ROP md cp (M)s Yow meh

nndty docs our tendency have Wil PULYe analyesic of bhis, a3 opposed Lo the Guardion®s
(e.po their svbicle, "holibiend Line ds Xey")?

MThe unity of our Londency avound porly building regulres +thet we take up the
aiffercnces anongst ub, that ge broaden Ll gtruggle in order Lo include el gignificent
Toreas within our tendency. V2 voglster again owr objection 4o the exelugion of the
Tvolotarion Unity Learue Fron bthorough parpicipabion in This process of shruggle.

T ip dvonic and indicabive of the prevalence of & groupist’ eplril in ovx own midet
That w2 Love menazed to exalnde the group that, Nno mober whal political diffevences

Ve may have with them, hra dene hy far the most thoroughproing anatynsis of the ideologlcel
ond politicel roohs of “left" opportunlsm, Rather than excluding them, we ghould be
Tollectively otudying Tao, Three , Mony Partles 1o order to struggle over the differences

v nay have with then in the spixit of i Lby-struggle-unitye

trand st toke? (Ditall, ony structural chonges

e Eﬁhi__i,u;_fr to he pidressed, €HC

=54
e e

. What is the nexh glup_that our trend T

in Qo ct OTiZaLI0ns “uhat ate © wlied fov, b
Phe deepening of ouy ideotogieal and political. pnity around parby building shrategy

ig key bo developing on onti-"1arE" ML tendencye This calls for sone conereke

orpenlzational steps, cdempite Bhe pelapively dlov level of ity we havee Most

imporbant i the edgtablishwent of a theoretical Journale This journal ol provide

the ovrgenized context for developing the abtrupgle Tor a eohevent party bullding plate

fhe dditerial board for this journal chonld represent all aignificant Torees in our

tendency. It should not see Theold as the "leading” cenber, but vother as being respon-=

sibie Tor ecent: 1izing the ideologl eal debote and digeutsion necensary to provide

o Tirw vnderpinning fox any nuch “leoding center” thot may develop in ‘the future.

T add Thiony we are caprble of developing & YOYe copgigtent and _coherent Yaonference

__i"._}'r"pl'l'iﬂ.’x:l!q“ Specific conferanced can pexve to develop o common approach o our practlce.
Our vork in tvade undonas, conmnily plrupplesy nabional. Libawv abion suppord ebes, can
sovve Go test ont In practics the conerete meaning of our unity o on a:crl;i-reviﬁionin'l},
anti-"lers" opporbunint tendleney. The conferenced Fhnk we hove had so ol althoupgh
very helplul, have cuttersd iwvom n Falluve o Pocus dlpachly on o collective _analyrzim
o lut ovy proctice 14 conbrlvubing bo bhe conanlidation ol the stauggle for MaXs and.
acalnol errors of both the Wietd" and ripghte Albhongh thene conferences phovld be ceen
an o lepesr priopivy thon goliditying our jdeolomieal unliy Lheoueh the mechanism of

Lhe jowrnal, they dn provide Haporbont opportualty to sum up our wnitye

Aa Tor as we can 5ee, mo interngl orgenizational changes are colled for within
loeal orgenizations at thig time. We do nob see the gubordination of our precent
arganizelional Lorms to o national prewperty formobion ns on the smmadigte horizon.
Che npeccpsary jdeolopgieal sand polLitical unity necegsary for gnch g trensformabion does
not: vot exdsb, We alco vecopize ‘thab none of the proposals beliong put Porvard is
catling Lor such & Lrangformntions  We do see the need for a1l groups in the tendency
Lg forna on the pebions). context with 1q which we corry onb oww work. Tt is also
necessary for (rouwps to peeogaire that the enbahlishment of « theorehieal Journal

pnil other organizational. moves cu only be successful 1F e commit ourselves Lo
provide the codres and repources vogulred.
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Varker Unity Organizabion has recently comple bed a procups of extenslve internal
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giudy of paety bullding theoiy. s part of this, we studied Ghe oxperience of wvarious
od revolubionary sbypgles, Ve were pleased to see

parbies which have snecess fully led
Le Conmittee of 5 provide a brlel biblioguophical gnide on The K apian panty building
experience, We gee this oo a small o tep tovards wniting The geneval world historic

¢ of the proletmriabt with the epecific conditions Ffacing us in the U.5. We
o1 he following brief sum-up of some of the key points we glesned firom a sbudy of
the Tukra period of the Rolphevik party in the hop2 of making a conbribution to the

"

Dy

AW J
~nitency's collective wndargtanding of the general theory of party building, We wigh
to conmnmleate n ppeeiogl conradely thenks to Commmist Unity Organization for contribubing

to the develapment of our claxily on Lo daportoit poepriod. We Tound ‘the documents They
have producad to be egpeclally helpiule

Theye ope pesl limits to the asialogy between our current piluntion in the U.S. and
the pituabion Pacing the Bolehevile dn the "TIpkra peri.aﬂl,..“ Un are ab o much earlledy
ware Tenbryonie stage” T the developmenb of a communist party than were the Ruspien
wiehs ot the turn of the contury. Four maln factors sband oub ss delining the
veneen between our sitngtione:
= The theoretleal foundations hod been laid in Bussia by 1900.

v The “"Peyat steps bo the working eloss” had been taken in Runsia befor e 1800,

e Socigl~democracy (Marxien: (endnien) had already "eppeared on the scene as a
nocisl movement, og the upsurge ol the masses of people, as @ political partye "
(Lenin, WITBD, LCW 5, . 517)

. Tun Ruseisg ab that point,  the malu danger wvas vight opportmism, in the gpecific
form of economism, Tn the U,8. the maln donger js "ert" opportunism. In -
particular, the isolubion ond Frogmentation of our movement today is primerily
eoviaed mnd justificd by “lept" sectarianism, not by aeonomism.

Noapite the differenced, which slaply point to the need to’ nroid mechanical dogmatle
enologles to the Iskra poriod, thope ave some general lesgsons fox pzrty building theory
el con be applied to the Uld. altunblon. : ,

1. The pool of the ddeologlent glrugple conducted by Tenin and those comrsdes clogest
Lo hiwm wea unity, : :
Unificotion houod on o phrict o inglencss of principle which must be consclously
and Fiemby ariived ab by all ow Lhe vast walority of comitbtees, organizations,
and proups of fotelleactonls onil workers, who met dn varylng ¢lreumstonces
and under vavying conditicns, and bave gometimes arvived eb thelr soelal demoge
patie convictions olong the meab diverne patihiB.
("Annovmecnent of the Tormabtion of the
Orgonizing Committee, LCY 6, 307)

Fhis unity cowld uot be decreed, 1b had b0 he vorked for, developed throngh protracted
tdeologingl and political atirapple, The purpose of the gbripele wos to isolate the
dinhard defenders of bourgeole ideolopy, bub Just oo fwporbant was to unite oll who
could be united to defeal thia common enemy, the dichards. The approach taken, the
vebhods of strupgle enployed thevefore,vas nob to atruggle overevery concelvable "partield”
estion in order to veach the hipheoh 1evel of wity ebgbractly possible. Rather the
soles were cleorly focused around just those "fundemonbal guestion” the answers to
which determined whether or nol the strupgrle of the proletaiiab was to move forward.

o, Tenin anil the cove of Iskraists ware clear on what they had to Fight agoinst in order
to pe-unify end re-congolidate the Mmedieon Marxist pacbye The key unifying point that
10 ko the Teleea formablon was precisely thelr und by on the main danger within the .« o oul
vovolubionayy foveat. Tukra consolidated on tle lnsis of a common critique of economism
and 4o underlying reformism. The strugele wos corrled out over Lthe "lundomental
gucstions of principle snd tactlce raised by the «..cconomiste” (IEH 4, 354) in order




nabionsd question, for exspla,

-

Lo calablizh "a party thab vemaing connalidated ond vnited degpite partial differcnces
af opinicn emong ita membnrs on pa elial questions.” ('_J'-U_Nf L, 231) Differsnces on the
wirich were laler to hecome Cundemarbal differences,
vere, in Lhis period pavtinl guestions. These partial guestion wore partial precisely
hepoune hne Tundomenbal oancolion was +0 unite in common shrupgle ageinst econcmiam,
neceasary was thal reguired Lo carry oul the central task of consolidating

e undty
the Harxiet forces in a xevolatGlioniry, M-I paxrty.
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This unity was not alwayc fewvped, in the stouggle agring vight opportunism. The
egainst the "leit" Urrodnilks and thely successors, the Soclalist revolutionories,

onsfderobion of whab were fundemomtal, ond whot wers parblal questlons.

HI g Tl

veguived a similar c
3¢ Tn order to ﬂ‘)'!"!:{.vf‘, the main l'-iEL"'l{‘;QI' In the Isgiaa I}g;rj_ﬂﬂ, CeoNOme 0 the ant N ——nn
forces undertook the Goul of 1‘,:]-:;;11 and oll enbracing discuasion of the fundamental

aived by the v o s2ONOMI GG, " (LU Uy 354) s They

quections of principle mnd G etides e
did not just orpanize the unbi-ceononists, they organized them in the struggle agalnst

cconomishe

Iow did they do thin? Tonin wroba:d
Tn bhe £irath placs At ds necenpory do develop o comon Porly literature =
eommon, pohb only In the senne that 4t wost cerve the vhole of the Ruseion
movenent wothor than the sepovabe disbrlets, thab b amet discuss the
questlons of The pavement po o whole and assist the clesgeconsaeions
prolebarimnmg in ‘1-.1\“@ sbrugele instead of dealing nerely with lecal duess
tiony, bubk comnon .Ten in the sense thet it mmst wnite oll the grallable
litersry Torces, thet 3% st express all shades of opinion and views
prevelling emong Russlan Soctal-DemocyitSy ey : o
- (rew, 4, 323)

his was no meve tom of spsech on Iepin's part. Tenin even proposed that Struve,
the "legal" Morxist ond yeyinionist, be a coweditor of Takvro, beoouse he wags pn
twporbont 1iterery Ligpre In Lhe REDIP. It wop only ns a xasull of Plelbanov '
wlidimatum that Tenin dyvopped this proposal. What has ouir orproach heen o the apbabe
11sienl of common Jiteratvre ond the inelusion of "iwportml 1iterory piguvea"” euch
an TUL?2 We hove o JoB to leovn from the Iskea perdiod, b
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Wa Mook Porwird Lo the Pelwnavry conference to elaritTy the differences wlthin
onr tendeney ond Ho move Pormiard the gtmggle forr The desye lopront of a common ptrategy®
for varty building. We would be heopy Lo hear any comucabs on thig peper in the
period before the conference and wege groups to build ties within our teandency on
Lhe Basis of correrponiloncs snd, vhere posgible, joint worl, The building of on
anbi-revistonict, mbl-"1left" tendancy has begun, b we have o long hord struggle

ahcald of use.

uk Jeb ug learn the yight lessoong
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