


" L E T U S N O T F O R G E T T H A T I N T H E W H O L E H I S T O R Y O F M A N K I N D O F T E N 
T H E B E S T MEN H A V E P A S S E D T H R O U G H P R I S O N . T H I S A P P L I E S W I T H G R E A T 
E R F O R C E T O OUR T I M E S , B E C A U S E W E A R E L I V I N G T H R O U G H A P A R T I C U -
L A R Y S T O R M Y A N D R E S T L E S S E P O C H . T H E S T R U G G L E FOR A G R E A T I D E A L 
H A S A L W A Y S I N V O L V E D S A C R I F I C E S . I T WAS S O O N C E W I T H C H R I S T I A N I T Y ; 
I T WAS s o W I T H G A L I L E O , G I O R D A N O B R U N O , H U S S , C O P E R N I C U S , T H O M A S 
M U N Z E N A N D A G R E A T N U M B E R O F M E N O F S C I E N C E A N D P O L I T I C S ; I T 
WAS S O W I T H T H E B O U R G E O I S R E V O L U T I O N S A N D T H E D I F F E R E N T L I B E R A T 
I O N M O V E M E N T S , P A R T I C U L A R L Y W I T H T H E R U S S I A N O C T O B E R R E V O L U T I O N ! 
I T I S S O NOW W I T H T H E C O M M U N I S T T O O 1 . " 

G E O R G I D I M I T R O V , 1 9 3 3 
B U L G A R I A N C O M M U N I S T 
A W A I T I N G T R I A L I N N A Z I J A I L 



There is a wave of repression 
and government inspired ter ror that 
is beginning to sweep the country 
and is having serious consequences 
for the working class and oppressed 
nat ional i t ies. Some progressives and 
revolut ionaries are fu l ly aware of 
this and have been or are star t ing 
to deal w i th this in earnest. The 
working class and masses of oppressed 
nat ional i ty people have not yet gained 
a fu l l understanding of how this 
wi l l e f fec t their day to day struggles 
against the capi ta l is t and imperial ist 
rulers. This is in part due to the 
ideological onslaught by the rul ing 
class media and inst i tut ions which 
i have confused and mislead people. 
The major i ty of trade union o f f ic ia ls 
and A f ro -Amer i can , Chicano, Puerto 
Rican, Nat ive American and other 
national minor i ty middle class leaders 
who line up wi th the Democrat ic 
Party have helped to make the si tua
t ion even worse. 

REAGAN AND FASCISM 

The movement for the conserva
t ives and fascist to control the White 
House did not begin w i th the elect ion 
of Ronald Reagan in 1980. It s tar ted 
in a big way af ter the 1964 defeat 
of Republican Barry Goldwater, gained 
wi th the Nixon v ic tory in 1968, lost 
some ground af ter t.he Watergate 
scandal and regained momentum 
during the last part 
of the 1970's. In other words, it 
was not a sudden rise to power but 
a well planned tact ica l advance to 
the Presidency and control of the 
Senate. 

Reagan's elect ion in 1980 repre
sented not a fascist take over of 
the Federal government, but the 
result of two d i f fe rent but s imi lar 
tendencies wi th in the bourgoisie 
coming together and elect ing a candi
date. The fascist elements of the 
rul ing class, most readily ident i f ied 
by the Coors and Hunt fami l ies, 
would support more str ingent economic 
measures and repressive pol i t ical 
practices for dealing w i th the cap i ta l 
ist crisis and any resistance on the 
part of the masses. The more "mode

rate grouping does not rule out these 
tact ics and therefore is wi l l ing to 
compromise wi th the fascist sections. 

With these elements f i rm ly 
in cont r ro l , and the liberals t ry ing 
to f ind new ways to reform the 
system wi thout changing i t , Reagan 
has established the legal basis for 
fascism in the U.S. Under the banners 
of "law and order" , "protect the v ic 
t ims of cr ime","secure our borders 
f rom i l l igal al iens", and " stop te r ror 
ism", legislation has passed and court 
decisions have been rendered that 
would allow the state to squash 
and imprison any and all opposition 
forces. Violence on the picket line 
is a felony, no matter who starts 
or provokes i t . The rules of evidence 
for search and seizure have been 
reduced meaning a warrant can be 
issued wi th v i r tual ly no proof of 
cr iminal ac t i v i t y . Law enforcement 
of f ic ia ls do not have to read people 
their r ights when arrested. People 
can be incarcerated indefinetly under 
prevent i t ive detention statues the; 
way it is done in South A f r i ca . And, 
the histor ical ly ant i-people, an t i -
working class grand jury process 
has been stepped up as a pol i t ical 
weapon and given the author i ty to 
prosecute under "rackerteer ing" laws. 
These are but a few of the legal 
ways the bourgeosie intends to f ight 
the opposition forces. 

REAGAN'S RE-ELECTION 

Reagan's re-elect ion is being 
interpreted as a people's mandate 
for his policies. This, of course, 
is not t rue . While Reagan is said 
to have won by a landslide, the 
figures say otherwise. Only 47% 
of the el igible voters showed up 
at the polls. This means that only 
31%of the people voted for h im. 
His supporters were overwhelmingly 
whi te . The large number of white 
workers that supported h im, voted 
against their own class interest in 
favor of a reactionary patr iot ism 
coupled wi th racist and chauvinist 
sentiments. 



With this fabr icated mandate, 
Reagan has declared that he wi l l 
continue the "conservative revolut ion" . 
This means an all out e f fo r t to crush 
the opposition forces before they 
gain anymore st rength. There is 
domestic opposition to U.S. imper ia l 
ism's intervent ion in Central Amer ica . 
Specif ical ly , the U.S. government's 
support of the r ight is t in El Salvador 
and the contras in Nicaragua. These 
increasing opposition forces oppose 
sending working class and oppressed 
nat ional i ty youth to f ight,and probably 
die, in unjust wars against their 
class brothers and sisters. There 
is also opposition to the invasion 
and continued occupation of Grenada. 
In addi t ion, a growing number of 
forces are challenging the U.S. role 
in the Middle East and Southern 
A f r i ca . 

And then, there are the mi l i tan t 
and revolut ionary trade union act iv is t 
who are struggl ing to reclaim the 
unions f rom the bureaucrats and 
sell-out leadership. They want to 
make the unions democrat ic worker 's 
organizations that f ight for workers 
on every question. They are organizing 
the unorganized workers, and s t rug
gling against the take backs and 
concessions being accepted by the 
union leadership. These forces are 
organizing against union busting that 
comes f rom the White House, union 
busting law f i rms, and the Klu Klux 
Klan among others. And because 
they a re . internat ional ist , they f ight 
tooth and nail against the "an t i -
imports" line that blames plant clos
ings and layoffs on foreign workers. 
Their e f fo r ts have resulted in the 
organizing of A f ro -Amer ican workers 
into workers organizations to take 
up a more f ight ing and class conscious 
role in the workers movement and 
a leading role in the Black l iberat ion 
movement. Clear ly, the capi ta l is t 
and pol i t ic ians cannot allow these 
act iv i t ies to proceed wi thout in te r fe 
rence. 

Opposition to police ter ror 
is also escalat ing. Police bruta l i ty 
and murders are rampant in the 
Black Belt South as well as the 
Northern national minor i ty areas. 

Like the police violence that t r igger
ed many of the rebellions of the 
1960's, recent police attacks in Miami 
New Orleans and New York City 
are bringing people to the brink. 
They are learning through their own 
experience that more minor i ty police, 
Black police chiefs, and Civ i l ian 
Review Boards wi l l not end police 
terror or even reduce it in any sig
n i f icant way. They are learning that 
i t 's not racist or"Uncle Tom" cops 
alone that are responsible,but the 
role of the state as an instrument 
of repression for the rul ing class, 
and as an "army of occupat ion" in 
the A f ro -Amer ican national te r r i to ry 
and other Black communit ies. On 
the one hand, mass action is cal l ing 
for ja i l ing k i l ler cops. And on the 
other, self-defense and community 
oatrols are beinq formed all over 
the country to defend the oppressed 
nat ional i ty communit ies f rom repress
ion and crimes commi t ted by the 
lumpen pro letar ia t and other counter 
revolut ionary elements. 

What concerns the rul ing class 
is that these of tent imes seperate 
opposition movements are becoming 
more and more conscious of the 
connection of these problems and 
the need for tota l change or revolu
t ion to resolve them. This change 
is being linked to the need for social
ism and national l iberat ion for the 
various oppressed nations. As for 
the revolut ionaries they are beginning 
to give more and better leadership 
to some of these struggles. Although 
it is embryonic, a small degree of 
fusion is taking place between the 
working class and oppressed nat ional
it ies on the one hand and Marxist-
Leninist and some other revolut ionary 
forces on the other. As a result, 
the government must and is aiming 
at both the revolutionaries and the 
masses. Both must f ight back and 
be defended as the fusion continues. 



THE FASCIST MOVEMENT 

The elect ion has promoted 
the growth and ac t i v i t y of the organ
ized fascist. Groups such as the 
Aryan Nat ion, The Order, Posse 
Comitatus and others have intensif ied 
their ac t i v i t y . They have cont rad ic t 
ions wi th the present bourgeois rulers 
because they want to seize power 
and establish a fascist whi te suprema
cist state in North Amer ica . Even 
wi th this content ion for state power, 
the current rulers take advantage 
of the r ight -wing terror and ideo
logical work that these groups do. 
They denounce it publicly and use 
the results to advance their own 
work. The recent claims by the F.B.I, 
that they have smasshed this so-
cal led neo-Nazi network are not 
to be taken seriously. No matter 
how much damage this last round 
of confrontat ions did to them we 
wi l l cer ta in ly see and hear f rom 
them again. 

TERRORISM CHARGE 

The rul ing class is constantly 
using the threat or charge of ter ror 
to just i fy i ts ' repressive and react ion
ary behavior at home and abroad. 
For one, they d is tor t what terror ism 
really is. They do not consider: Israeli 
actions in lebanon, contra ac t iv i t y 
in Nicaragua, police murders, fascist 
violence, abort ion cl in ic bombings 
or the general conditions of national 
oppression as ter ror . They are the 
real te r ro r is t . When people just i f iably 
resort to the use of armed struggle 
to defend themselves from tyranny, 
exploi tat ion and imperial ist 

considered 
n real i ty 

dominat-
ter ror is t 

they are 
ion, they are 
by the rulers, 
freedom f ighters. 

The rulers also t ry to distort 
the principled and revolut ionary use 
of armed struggle. Armed struggle 
is always the act ion of the masses, 
the working class and oppressed 
nations, to defend themselves or 
to end the rule of the exploi ters. 
This is one form of struggle that 
must be connected to other forms 
such as demonstrations, str ikes,building 
takeovers,etc. The l eg i t ima te use 
of armed struggle is never the act 
of individuals and it must serve 
and be subordinate to the pol i t ical 
struggle^,except at certa in key t imes. 



THE "N.Y. 8" SELF-CRITICISM 

"The N.Y.8 has now been caught 
in this bourgeois hysteria about t e r 
rorist threats. The real deal is that 
they, as revolut ionaries have deep 
and long histories in the A f r o - A m e r i 
can freedom movement. Linking 
up the day to day struggles against 
capital ism wi th a revolut ionary outlook 
te r r i f ies the rulers. This what they 
consider a c r ime but since they 
cannot be charged wi th i t , they 
are accused of what can only be 
described as "thought cr imes" . That 
is the level of harassment and repres
sion we are dealing w i t h . 

This fascist at tack also seeks 
to cr imina l ize the mass struggles 
and opposition movements. By using 
Racketeering statues, they want 
to give the impression that these 
are cr iminal groupings and not po l i 
t ica l movements . This wi l l make 
it easier for them to move on d i f f e r 
ent forces,but moreso, confuse the 
masses who may not yet be clear 
on this type of decept ion. Again, 
we have a case of the real cr iminals 
cal l ing those who resist oppression 
cr iminals. 

RESIST THE GRAND JURY 

The individuals and organizations 
that are being at tacked have taken 
an exemplary posit ion l ike the sup
porters of Puerto Rican Independence 
and the revolut ionary nat ional ist 
before them. Refusal to cooperate 
wi th the author i t ies or tes t i fy before 
a Grand Jury is the cor rect and 
principled stand being taken by the 
spouses and associates of "The N.Y.8" 
and other ac t iv is t . They have been 
jai led and are making this sacr i f ice 
in defense of the A f ro -Amer ican 
l iberat ion movement. Refusing to 
test i fy before a Grand Jury does 
not mean that you are a member 
of an organizat ion that various defen
dants are part of or that you have 
the same views that they have. It 
simply shows respect for the general 
movement of which people are a 
part of and demonstrates our hatred 
for the government and its history 
of crimes against the people. 

We have always held that the 
Marxist-Leninist stand on the state 
dictates no cooperation wi th any 
organs of the state as they carry 
out their work in support of capital ism 
and against those who f ight against 
i t . This stand was reaf f i rmed in 
our study of the "N.Y.8" case and 
support for their struggle against 
government repression. However, 
in November,we learned that our 
understanding of the state was super
f i c i a l . At that t ime , one of our 
comrades was contacted by the F.B.I. 
The comrade refused to talk to them. 
They then contacted employers and 
neighbors. As a way to deal wi th 
this harassment, an attorney indicated 
to the F.B.I, that the comrade had 
nothing to say to them and did not 
want to be harassed. The authori t ies 
indicated that they wanted to ask 
questions about an investigation in 
Ohio. We did not know the individuals 
or have anything in common wi th 
them po l i t i ca l ly . 

From this we developed an 
erroneous tac t i c . On the one hand 
we informed contacts and others 
about the harassment and told them 
to be prepared not to cooperate 
w i th the author i t ies. We wanted 
to demonstrate to people that we 
were being harassed because of our 
mass work and pol i t ica l views and 
that we had done nothing. This last 
point was based on the view that 
the authori t ies were probably aware 
that we had no relationship to the 
the individuals or the pol i t ics. Even 
this was a poor assumption. 

On the other hand, the comrade, 
through an at torney, refused to answer 
any questions and would only state 
that the individual named was not 
known to the comrade. This was 
the extent of the contact . The two 
tac t ics , i t was thought, would better 
enable us to mount an offensive 
against the harassment and repression. 

While no damage was done 
we think it was a serious pol i t ical 
error . Rather than representing the 
revolut ionary stand of Marxist-Leninist 
in regards to the state, i t imi ta ted 
the l iberal and pe t t y bourgeois 
outlook of compromise and reconc i l i -



at ion. No matter what is said to 
the F.B.I., beyond closing the door 
in their faces, it is a form of coop
eration no matter how harmless 
or well intent ioned. 

We cannot forget their role 
and history as a vicious group of 
pol i t ical pol ice who have at temped 
to disrupt every movement for social 
change since its incept ion. They 
use any tac t ics , including murder 
and psychological warfare to stop 
even the most re form minded mem
bers of the opposit ion. Every move 
they make is aimed at provocat ion. 
By rumors, allegations and fa ls i f i ca 
t ion , they seek to create confusion 
and distrust among the revolut ionary 
forces and ' the i r supporters. To have 

any contact w i th them is to ignore 
their fascist ro le. 

Once again, there are excel lent 
examples that we must fo l low and 
encourage the masses to fo l low. 
The Grand Jury Resisters f rom the 
Black Liberat ion Movement, the 
Puerto Rican Independence Movement 
and the Anglo-Amer ican An t i - Imper ia l 
ist Movement have all been sol id. 
Their pr incipled stand around resist
ance is very important . Even though 
it is not wide spread, there are 
some sections of the masses that 
have a basic understanding of this 
stand. An A f ro -Amer ican cab driver 
in a Black Belt c i ty recently com
mented on Nelson Mandela's refusal 
to come out of prison if he agreed 
to conditions set out by the South 
Af r ican government. He said,"that 's 
what we need for our revolut ion, 
leaders wi l l ing to stay in jai l rather 
than give up their pr inciples". His 
views are well taken. 

We wi l l redouble our e f fo r ts 
in the f ight against government re
pression and agi tate more and more 
on this question as a way of r e c t i 
fying our mistakes. Support for the 
v ic t ims of government repression 
and educating the masses as to their 
role in this f ight wi l l be part of 
this process. 

MASSES KEY TO RESISTANCE 

The forces leading the f ight 
against government repression must 
make the utmost e f fo r t not to let 
this struggle be l imi ted to a s m - ' i i 
grouping of advanced forces. This 
type of isolation is precisely what 
the government wants and is some
t imes government inspired. 

Informat ion and mobi l izat ion 
cannot be aimed at just the advanced 
and revolut ionary forces. A broad 
f ront or popular f ront must include 
all of the democrat ic forces from 
the various classes, ideological views 
and organizations. Clear ly, the revo
lutionary forces wi l l take the lead 
in this work, but it must be con
ducted broadly. 

The masses wi l l be won over 
when we show them that these are 
not just at tacks on a few people, 
but on the masses themselves at 
the workplace and in the communi ty . 
We must help them draw out how 
they have been v ic t ims of this re
pression d i rect ly or indirect ly. In 
this way they wi l l see that they 
are concretely connected to the 
forces that have been ja i led, indicted 
or harassed. And f inal ly , we must 
encourage them to resist where they 
are on a daily basis. In the long 
run, it is the powerful and massive 
resistance of the rank and f i le that 
wi l l force the fascist to lighten 
up on their at tacks. It is also this 
resistance, under the leadership of 
a revolutionary workers party that 
wi l l topple the owners of capi ta l , 
put the working class in power and 
win the r ight to sel f -determinat ion 
for the oppressed nations. 
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