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In Brief
ATTICA FRAME-UPS CONTINUE: Bernard "Shango"
Stroble, a Black participant in the Attica prison rebellion, is
standing trial in Buffalo, New York, on charges of
kidnapping and murdering white inmates Kenneth Hess
and Barry Schwartz during the 1971 rebellion. The judge
rejected a defense motion to throw out the indictments
against Stroble after it was revealed that the prosecution
had suppressed evidence that at least four witnesses had
told state investigators that Thomas Hicks-not Stroblehad killed Schwartz. Hicks was murdered in the assault on
the prison by state police.
The prosecution suffered a setback when two witnesses
failed to link Stroble with Hess and Schwartz. The
testimony of a third witness, who testified that Stroble was
among a group of prisoners escorting Hess and Schwartz,
was discredited when he admitted that he had twice
identified a photograph of another prisoner as being that of
Stroble. The witness also admitted that he did not even
mention Stroble's name to state investigators until October
1974-more than three years after the rebellion-even
though he had been interviewed seven times by police and
had testified twice before the grand jury.

Mayor subpoenaed for
Camejo trial in Houston
HOUSTON-A dozen city and federal officials, including
Houston Mayor Fred Hofheinz and Police Chief Carrol
• Lynn, have been subpoenaed to appear June 10 at the trial
set for Peter Camejo, Socialist Workers party presidential
candidate. Camejo faces trumped-up charges of interfering
with a police officer flowing out of a March 11 arrest during
a campaign tour through Texas.
Also subpoenaed were FBI agents, Secret Service agents,
U.S. Attorney James Gough, Police Criminal Intelligence
Division Captain B.G. "Pappy" Bond, an assistant U.S.
attorney, and other police officers.
Last March police pulled over a car carrying Camejo and
three campaign supporters near the Houston SWP headquarters. When Camejo asked the cops why they had been
stopped, one of them grabbed him, twisted his arm behind
his back, and said, "So you're the Commie who's running
for president." Camejo was then taken to jail, where he was
threatened verbally and physically.
When Police Chief Lynn said cops may have been too
"diligent" in "enforcing the law," Camejo responded, "The
Houston police are notoriously 'diligent' where Blacks,
Chicanos, and socialists are concerned. They are notoriously incompetent concerning terrorist attacks by the Ku Klux
Klan." The Klan had recently conducted an illegal armed
demonstration outside the Houston socialist headquarters.
The police, who even admitted prior knowledge of the
demonstration, have refused to take any action against the
Klan.
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MILITARY GAY BAN FOUGHT: An air force sergeanta twelve-year veteran with a perfect service record, three
tours of Vietnam, and many decorations, including a Purple
Heart-is fighting to stay in the service after declaring his
homosexuality. "We have been looking for a very long time
for a perfect test case," said gay-rights activist Franklin
Kameny. That case appeared when Leonard Matlovich
made a decision to challenge the military's long-standing
ban.on homosexuals. He is being defended by an attorney
from the American Civil Liberties Union's military rights
project and an assigned military lawyer.
Kameny estimates that as much as 10 percent of the
military is actively homosexual, and each year an average
of 1,000 are discharged because of alleged homosexuality or
homosexual tendencies. Almost all receive a less-thandesirable discharge, which makes it difficult to obtain
civilian employment.
"I'm tired of oppression," Matlovich said. "I want to know
where I stand."
AFRICAN LIBERATION DAY: Six hundred people
turned out for May 24 African Liberation Day activities in
Washington, D.C., sponsored by the African Liberation
Support Committee. Demonstrators marched through the
Black community to a rally in Malcolm X Park. Unlike past
African Liberation Days, which focused on support for
liberation struggles in Africa, this year's demonstration
featured a number of slogans, including "Tenants fight rent
hikes," "Lower prices at Safeway," "Long live the Vietnam
victory," "Victory to the struggle of the African people,"
and "U.S. out of Africa."
Contingents of about 150 Ethiopian and Eritrean students
led the march. Also participating were the Iranian Students
Organization, Congress of African People, Student Coalition Against Racism, February First Movement, Coalition
of Labor Union Women, the Young Socialist Alliance, and
the Socialist Workers party.

'ALIENS' FIND NEW 'FRIEND' .•.: "This nation is
still a land of hope for all the people of the world," said U.S.
Rep. Peter Rodino (D-N.J.), whose name is affixed to the
notorious Rodino Bill. That piece of legislation would bring
harsh reprisals against undocumented immigrant workers,
particularly those from Mexico. "I am the son of an
immigrant," Rodino went on. "We are not going to forget
our immigrant heritage."
Rodino hasn't changed his mind on his bill, however.
What inspired him to such eloquence was President Ford's
request for $507 million to settle the refugees from South
Vietnam.
.•. AND NEW ENEMY: Ku Klux Klan- Executive
Director David Duke says the Klan plans to focus its
energies on stopping illegal immigration, especially from
Mexico. The KKK is planning a series of demonstrations at
the border between San Diego, California, and Tijuana,
Mexico.
JUST DON'T EXERCISE IT: "First in Freedom" is the
slogan on the 1975 North Carolina auto license plate. A
Black man who didn't believe it was arrested and fined for
placing a piece of tape over the slogan. The North Carolina
Civil Liberties Union is now defending Walter Williams,
who maintains he was exercising his freedom of speech.
ASK PROTESTS OF MOSCOW ARRESTS: In a letter to
the May 23 Los Angeles Times, Rev. Peter Christiansen,
minister of the First Unitarian Church of Los Angeles,
appealed for letters to Soviet General Secretary Leonid
Brezhnev on behalf of several members of the Moscow
chapter of Amnesty International who have been jailed. by
Soviet authorities.
He reports that on April 19 two leading members of the
chapter, physicist Andre Tverdokhlebov and Ukrainian
writer Mikola Rudenko, were arrested. Another member of
the group, biologist Serge Kovalev, was arrested last
December. Rudenko, he said, has since been released, but
there is little hope for freedom for the others "apart from the
huge outcry of public opinion in the West."
FBI HARASSMENT CONTINUES: After Sherry Dennert, a senior at South Dakota State University in
Brookings_. arranged for some of the jurors in the Wounded
Knee trial to speak on her campus, she was visited by the
FBI. Jurors and Others for Reconciliation, an organization
of jurors and other people, has been speaking to groups in
South Dakota and Minnesota about the trial of Russell
Means and Dennis Banks.
The sleuths came to Dennert's dorm at 7:00a.m. and took
her to the local police station for questioning, she reported.
"They asked me if I knew what I was getting into," Dennert
said. "It was like they were saying, 'Look, little girl, these
are radicals, subversive people. You don't know what you're
getting into.'"
-Nelson Blackstock
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