An INVESTIGATORY PAPER INTO THE CURRENT POLITICAL STRUGGLE
TAKING PLACE WITHIN VVAW/WSO |

BY THE BUFFALO CHAPTER
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e ) Introduction
) e st e o b
We are writing this paper bz cause we see the importance of as

“much input as possible from the chapters to the resoclution of the

: serious ideologloal struggle going on within VVAW-WSO. The Buffalo

. chapter ppreciates: the seriousness of this struggle and the effect
it will:-have on-our day-to-day work, on our organization, and on
the_movement to smash’ imperialisc in the United States. We see .
that’ it is the chapters of the organlzation, vhose practice deter-
mines its effectiveness in serving the needs of a segment of the
pOpulatlon, that must oouormlve the d*reotlon of this struggle and
its resolutlon. : .

L]

o v . _ .
We orltlolze ourselvcs for prﬂeea»inqr this paper to the rest of

the . organlz tion on such short notice bzfore tiie December NSCM.. We ‘

originally dealt with the t sx of vwriting this paper in a mechanical

way which did no{ encourezsg par+1cipat10n and support from the en~ .

tire membership of: the ch_pt Ye did not mzke this task =a

o"lority over our c¢cy-to--day on?01rg work until very recently.

Since we have commitied ourselves in g disciplined way to the accom-

pl;shuert of vritingz thic paper. we have considered it necessary to

take the time *o +horou'hly investizate and research the questlons

facing us We see that it is vary important that our position be

based. on, ““ ‘obiective one1yﬁls of our history and the material

coﬁoltlooa 'Wwe are living in.” Ye see that we must assess the. strengths

and wéaknesses of the an»lmlmpevlallst movement and its enemies in

coming .to a2 ccnclusion obout the direction of VVAW.WSO, In attemp-
ting to uroe*suan‘ thbse cond1t1on: we have locked to the dialec-
»ic 1 devel *ont of'our chanter's theory and practice and the history

VVAH-WSO as o nat oral'organ;aat on. We have atiempted to
_1n¢e tigate thﬂ 0pp“955101 i’ vetermns ernd the history of their re-
sistance as wz2ll as galr sn"understanding through research of the
concept of the Univad Front Aga_nqt Inperlallsn and its use as a .

strategy 1n pooplo 8 LOVEms nis’ around the world. : . R

We “have attohotoo to set uk a™ goons of aritinﬂ this paper that
would’ enable marny vecple ¢o »pariicirate in a collective manner. We
see that it 'is very inpor “ont 45 represent our chapter in this state-
ment of our political position.,” In order to do this, we set up an
"ad hoc committee within thz chadter cenpssed ¢ 4walve people who
Yook on different circas of resiponsibilily for re search and invest~
igatién of the questions sddrcgsed in the paper. Ye then set up an
“internal chaptsr forum for thz presentation end discussion of the
-poilitical content ¢f the PRECY S0 we could str1"= for unity around
it among the membershiv cf tbolenulrﬁ ciapter

We™ recognlzo tha 1nooruanoo'o’ objeotlvity in approaching the
writing of ,this parer, ond tﬁe'nooo:olty %9 be honest and princ-
iplea 1f ve are going to correctly put politics in command. We see
that it cannot scrve the :interesis of our political developeent to
be libaral, opporiunist, or uaprincipled as wa attempt to develop

cvnity arotind a polltloo wrderstanding end direction that will move
-this org an1~atlor arg the enti-imperizlist movement forward.

B - #&%’?Rruﬂmﬂ CONTAINED
e N R S UNCLASSIFIED
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The roots of this struggle are within the history of this
Myrganization. Our struggles in the past around, sexism, vel's ggauV- :
sinism, anti-cuwminism, the importance .of~political education, .
‘2 lesser: extent racism,: and our entire development into an an é—
h'iml:uﬂ.rir:ilist organization have al} been part of the process of iv—
‘2lopment toward a struggle of this nature. However, the struggle
‘has been removed from an analysis of our concrete conditions, 2u§
nistorical development, and our practice and has been manlpulate _
by forces -inside and outside of VVAW-W3O, The.struggle has no c
been carried out in the interests of the political development of
the organization.. This is a result of the view that ?hlg-strugglg :
will be “"won® or "losi" by one side or the other. This is shown by
the lack of investigation and research that has taken place, the
definition of this struggle as one of two or three lines which m}iT
represents the level of development 9f the struggle, and the position
baiting that has taken place. The line of the National folcechgi
been pushed in Winter Soldier, at national:conferences (i,e. NCU
"and GI Conference)as revpresentative of a line that has been struggled
around and achieved political unity and does represent the org- -
enization 28 a whole. This, in fact, is not reality. This has
effectively forced opposition to that line out. of the organization
and misrepresented the organization to other forces in the anti-
imperialist movement that we should be sitriving to unite with in
an honest- way. - The. lack of respect for the membership and their
role in. the resolution of this struggle has been reflected in the
arrogant and condescending tone in which it has been addressed to
‘hem,. .This is 2 commandist tendency; where unqualified "correct"
ideas are being put forward in a way which discourages principled
political.struggle. This can be seen in how the NO dealt with
criticisms in their clarification paper.. They lay blame to the
membership’s "misinterpretation” and "econfusion® as the basis for
the criticisms and clearly did not see the need to re-examine and
reinvestigate their own position before writing their “clarification
While the NO admits certain "wealnesses" ' in their position, they.
fail to clearly state their concepts and deal with the criticisms
as conscious political disagreements. While the concept of con-
stitusney organizing is still central to their political position,
the term is’ discarded. : The concept of United Front is also central
to their position, but the MO denies the necessity to educate the
masses .in the organization to further their understanding of the
concept,  This is pure Upportunism! . . T

‘ L]

RS ¥ PR I - ' .
There have been other tendencies toward manipulating this struggle
in a way.that is not in the interest of political development. -
A meeting to consolidate the "minority: line" utiforé “he Decémber
NSCM has bezn proposed. It is not clear to us who this meeting
. was supposed to.include, but it also represents the tendency to
view this struggle as a battle to be "won" or "lost". The struggle
will not develop in a principled way, with politiecs in command,
as lohg as mechanical solutions are relied upon. ' '
eaFeer=] 0 od 4 R : o "

- There. have been forces outside the organization which have
cerved to manipulate the struggle 2lso., The Revolutionary Union
has recently taken a great interest in the "upsurging spontaneous
veterans' movement” and in VVAW-YSO as the "leaders" of this move-
ment, VVAW-WSO0 has consistently been portrayed in this way in
publications of the RU, assuming a level of unity around such a
program that does not objectively exist in VVAY-WSO. Their per-

* . . . '




- J T Y Y ’ ' , e
: . e

imperialism. It is importaunt thal veterinw venlize that their
needs Ao twi hauve 1.—0 e mel at th§ expense 0:? Lhuge ?f uLm?.r
‘gyoups; lhat a socialist re¢-ordering of American soclely will allow
Nieevyone's needs to be satisfied. For this reason we must make a
distinctlion between those benefits necessary for a veteran to

read just to society and those benefits given out to make veterans

a privileged or special interest group. If we fail to make this
distinction in our political work, we will be, rcgardless of our
-Antent, strengthening the divisive tendency of veterans® chauvinism.

VETERANS* OPPRESSION IN AREAS OF READJUSTMENT -

Veterans have legitimate readjustment needs. These needs are not
being adequately met, and where there is any attempt to meet them,
-these attempts are put forward in the guise of privileges, rather
ithan as readjustment needs. The fight for readjustment needs is
important, and concrete investigation must be done if we are to
lcad this fight. ' '

Medical Needs: The VA hospital system is the largest in the
country. LIt should be providing adequate care for the thousands
of Vietnam-era veterans with medical problsms. But it doesn't.
The VA system is set up to meet both the readjustment needs of
vets and to perpatuate a privileged vets status. Vets with military-
related injuries are treated, plus veterans with non-military-
related injuriecs who cannot afford treatment ¢lsewhers. The
treatment cf service-connected injuries is a valid read justment
need. 'But, the a’mission of vets with non-scrvice-connected

" injuries is an attempt to reinforce vcts privileges. There is no
reason for a person to get free medical treatment simply because
he or she is a vet. Everyone is entitled to free and decent '
medical care. All struggles for mediczl care should stress that
.medical care is a right for all, not a privilege for sone.

'The practice of the VA medical system is to emphasize the privilege
raspect at the expense of the read justment aspect. VA hosnitals
iare "primarily oriented toward institutionalized treatment of +the
‘ehronic discases of the aged" (chapter 4, p. 73 of Nader's Repori
ron Vietnam cra veterans The Discarcded Armyvy '

'The VA is doing lititle to meet the needs of veterans with war
‘injurics, a2nd almost nothing to deal with Vietnam era veterans'
‘8rug and psychological problems. That the VA is not meeting these
iread justment needg is reflected by the reluctance of young vets
‘40 enter VA hospitals in the first place and by their high rate
i0of discharges Jrom VA hospitals against the advice of the medical
staff. : . T

Bducation: The purpose of a veterans' education bill should be

to l«t a veteran have an . opportunity to ro to school and learn a -
iskill. The GI Bill for WWII veterans allowsd vets to do this by
providing for Full ftuition payments plus living expenses. The
present GI Bill dgesn't allow vets the same opportunity because it
pays a small monthly sum that do:sn't =<ven cover living erpensss,
much less tuition. Thus, vets must have somc other source of income
if they arc to o to school. The cffect of these low cducational
benefits is to deny educational opportunities to large numbers of
vets. The VA likes to bragz about how the percentaze of veterans




using thé GI Dill is now “the higﬂﬁat ever. What thcy don’t ‘brag
about is the reality »hat many vets who sign up onge Tor the bill
can:t afford +o gtay in school and must dr0p cut before their
education is Ponn_etsd . _

Emplovmznt: This is the-"robﬁem facing the largest number of
vets. It is 2lso the ons, thet is most tied in with veterans'
oppression as part of the working ¢7 s, And 1t also interweaves
‘with all the cther forms of oppression that veterans face that
are specifically connecicd tc the status of being a veteran, such
ag bad discharges, c¢ducation, e¢tc. The basic cause of veterans'
special opvrassicn in the empleyment crea is that vets have lost
$ine in uhc job market. Tnis losg has not b*en made up to -
veterans in any other way, except for iﬁﬁ small nuinbzrs of vets
#ho hzve been able Te anpiy ths skiils they learned in the military
to civilian Life. Thez nuroose oi readjusiment benefits should bs
to bring vets up to the level of their psers wno have not lost
kime in the mll*tzrv The blggest nrcblem is that vets® peers are
»lao in = vad SluL tien as far as e ajment iz concerned.
iydrirgiouy ctrategies ithat just bring vets back to the level of

bhe'"eht 3L “ﬂe worliing cizsa, without nuttlng ve ts ahead of other
JBOU;G is a Vﬂrn‘A\fﬁ-cu1t t,q. )

}=d Jlschargsq. This is one of thc claxrest zreas of veterans'
;ppress*on. A bzd dischargs =tems direcily from military service.
1 affects. vets and wo ons eisz. It is ez of *he most destructive

Teas of L. 7l opLrEst ion %ecuuse it can affeet o vel’s medical,
Qucaticnai.ond cmn‘o":en, cryportuitities: The arbitrary and racist

arner in yhich dischargss wre given isg eorethlng we 211 know of
Althouzh nany vets and the tublic at large have only a vague
waréness of the 4rus natnre of tho ﬁfechh?:c gystem.) CTad
ischarges ave very importont 1o organize around because they

pint up o very Important points: one, the concept of “readjust-
ent¥iand the Aiff ieuity tmat casy vets have in reintegrating
hemselves into v ﬂleCJ, a0d two, the true nature of the war and

ne rehelrion and repre s*on That it cousged in the military.

VVAW/WSO’S WORX YN READJUSTMENT

e orgs snizaticr has, in “he nast, »accgnized the need to help
gterans recadjuse, ar® hoe struczizd «7ainst the preseniation of
eteruans as a priviieged group. Onr strueels zfainst veterans'
hauvinism has verged ivom the throving away of wedals at the
kfi+ﬂl steps to the recent sirussle ~Fzinst A.V.M. This strugple
cuingt vet chauvinlien hag been a Aifficult one, and it has not
een without its seikoels. : : ’
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inilarly, our struagle
o

for <he r-adjusiment neceds of veterans
aAve 2140 bzen tUsoth suce:zs

4
-iiures. We have never been
T
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0le able To:form & nolid naticnwlil program to deal with PVS. Some P
-ocal chapters, such ag ths N.Y. City chapter, have had success. s
iound PVS rap ;“ovps. Ofther chapters. Buifalo among them, have 1
;34 lots of pro~"c”q tich thair VS, zrouns. : o . i
- _ - L aome. we s et

"t kat:.; + 7oA much snecese in dezling with vederans' employment J

,roblems. Some veis have goviern jobs thorovgh FEF-type programs,

‘4% these joos only he:ip a umall runber of vets, they are often

iscab” jobs, and they have uc~uu»=4 some propie, as these jobs are
:2signed to dn. - - g . )
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1e read1ustmcnt arca whcxe we havc done the most work is DUP. Our
1ccess here has also been mixed. In San Francisco, and some
~her areas, chapters have been swampcd with work, and yet have
>t had a corresponding increase in membership or activity among
:ts with bad discharges. This is in spite of the fact that our
3litical line to DUP has always bsen an anti- 1mper1&115t one.

:t DUP projects have been run malnly as service projects,
sinforcing vet chauvinism by giving vets the image that we are
imilar to traditional veteran groups that help véts get "bennies”
1 Some ways, the "War on the VA"fits the same pattern. The
’11itical 1line is nominally anti- imperialist. but the actual
ractice of the "war” will again put us in the position of
:temptine to deliver the “"bennies" to the vets -~ "bennles“we
mn’t be able to deliver. _

WHAT IS VETERANS® CHAUVINISM

auvinism is the defense of a privileged position or status
r-socicty. Unchallenged, it is a tendency that sets back revolu-
onary growth. The material basis of chauvinism is privilege-
itieal, economic and cultural- so deeply entrenched in the
iperstructure of society that its effects are rarely realized
~articulated. PFor instance, the 1deology of sexism-male suprem-
+y-1s the conscious manifestation of male chauvinism; like +the

.p of an icebere, it is the visible portion of a massive accum-

b g Bt rbmr -

e

ation of individual, social and historical conditioning. It is Lf

itirely poss:ble to consciously repudizte 2 bourgcolic ideolegy
ich as sexism and still not deal with its chauvinistic foundatlon.
1 example is to -say that imperialism is the root cause of sexism.
:18 both ignores the historical dimension of women's struggles,
id seriously undercstimates the need For a truly revolutionary’

-ansformation of 3001ety. r

"‘. : S -

auvinism is.not an invention oP the Imperialfsts who control .
.1is 'society. In most cases, it pre-cdates the Capitalist epoch. - T !

;A0es, however, provide a most effective means for the ruling
ass to Aivide the working class and its closest allies along
nes of privilege. This is done through the manipulation of :
rtain groups by making them economically an? socially dependent
1 €xisting political relationships. Prior to the advent of
vanced Capflallsn, such D*lvilese was highly valued in society.
W, just as there is no justification for the existence of class
Pploitation or any form of oppression, there is no justifiable
:.tionale for privilege or chauvinism. _

- . . ) o A L LI v
_storically, vcterans have been a group that the ruling class
:8 sought to Keep in a privileged position. Among the means :
sed to Ao this are: the official promotion of exclusively veterans
~oups; the granting of legitimate readjustment demands in such a
yy and context so as to perpetuate the sense of privilege: and

* distortion and glorification of the military experience. By
nesSe means, an image of veterans as being more patriotic and .
.1f-gacrificing than others, as well as more deserving, is malntained.

118 process is often initiated bv veterans themselves., In addition
» the need to join together to fight against the forms of physical

id mental oppression particular to veterans, there is a. very

ial desire to preserve the friendships and camaraderie that stem

ksl
i
-

Cooden o™

e

‘om the servicc. By both direct political manlpulatlon and by -
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promoting Lthuse "leadesrs™ ol Lhe vels® wmwvemcnl whuce elass outlook
most closely matuliws Lhelr own, the:ruling class is able to channel
these very real needs into privilege. An example of the former is
the EEA program which gave Vietnam Era veterans job preference in.
governmental jobs (but only under conditions that e¢ffectively made
them second class workers and scabs). Of the latter, the way
bourgeois Liiberal politicians tried to advance John Kerry as the
spokesman for VVAW in 1971. The two can combine. The formation
and growth of the American Legion is illustrative of how represen-
tatives of the ruling class-all officers of World War I-reliberately
appcaled to veterans® chauvinism in an-effort to keep the majority .
of veterans from acting in their own class intexrests. e
The Veterans Administration, incorrectly labeled the "point of -
oppression” of Vietnam Era vets by some in VVAW/VISO, is itself an
example of the government encouraging veterans' chauvinism by

the use of privilegs. Stung by the militance of the 1932 Bonus
March and the Depression, the ruling class moved during World War
I1 to defuse any potentially revolutionary situation involving
returned veterans. The primary rationale for the VA was that it
would -give veturned veterans-and only vets- a chance to become
“productive” citizens in the postwar years and thus give then a
stake in preserving the political status quo. Eleanor Roosevelt
‘stated in 1922 that returning vetevans might bscone "a dangerous
pressure group in our midst“ and that the government needed to

*ad just cur scoenemic gystcm so that the opportunity is opeu tu

'them on their return, or we may reap the vhirlwind." By creating
ithe VA and giving it control over almost all viterans' programs

iand in addition by linking it with the reactionary veterans' “service"™

srganizations (the only ones chartered by Congress) and the military,
the government has tried to structure the means ol doling out
weterans® privilege to its own advantage. Lo

Any programs or tactics aimed at organizing veterans around their
7ery real readjustment needs must take privilege and chauvinism into
account. Otherwise, they may well have the objective effect of
3trengthening these tendencies. After VWorld War II, the demands of
returning GI's for joks caused about 3,000,000 women workers to be
laid off, numerous daycare centers to close, and a propaganda
sampaign aimed at convincing the women workers their place was in
Ehe home. Because of the strong appeal of chauvinism, few veterans
or women workers questioned or challenged this move. If that many
vorkers were thrown out of work under any other circumstances,
ailitant protests would almost surcly result. o '

"he same holds trues today. Penthouse masgazine has been running a
teries of well-documented and angry articles about the shabby
teception and trcatment of the Vietnam Era veteran. In many ways,
vheir approach to this, and their specific propesals concerning the
A, sound somethat like ours.  Yet, this series is most likely a
reation of the zovernment; a deliberate app:al to chauvinism in
rder to kkep Vietnam Era vets from forging alliances with other
ppressed aroups. The series coordinator is Carl FcCarden, identi- =
ied in the articles as a Vietnam vet and former head of the Mayor's
ffice of Veterans' Affairs in New York City. What the' articles
on't say is that McCarden is also a Black carecr Major, currently
n leave of absence from his last post as an -economics instructor

t West Point. In Vietnam, he was an officer in the Spccial Yorces

nd. a+t+ AV e S R ] > 4
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s ecurrent function with th~ Penthouse series is_almos* certainly 1

- 3
: i j t : duties in Indoc: e The
y extension of hils counter! ({ rgency du _ <t _
ypeal of veterans® chauvinism, cnforced here by an appe ) $ale
auvinism, extends even to militant protests dirccted at the Va.

v is McCarden's case uniqus. The lesson is clear. Any agitational
vk this organization does, without moving direetly to expose and
\ash privilegs and chauvinism, runs the risk of objectively serving
e same ends that lackeys such as McCarden serve.

IS THERE A SPONTAMEOUS RMOVEMENT OF VETERANS

1is seetion will try to do a short sum-up of what our investization
1to the history of veterans' movements and our analysis of this
igtory and present conditions tell us about the existence and
»ssibility of a spontancous veterans movement today. Our reading

f history has revealed that spontaneous vets movements have arisen
*ter every major war. Within approximately five years following the
1d of the particular war, the vets movements have split into two
indencics. One tendency is for veterans to become involved in

sher struggles as their alienation from the war lessened and as .
1eir alienation from the war lessened and as other forms ol oppression
jeame primary in their lives. Examples of this are the role of vets
1 settling the west and in the labor movements aftecr the two worled
irs. ‘The other tendency is for veterans to be coopted into veteran
~ivilege oroups like the Amervican Legion who promote veterans as a
s>ecial interest group. : ' -

L LN

1 s€€ no divergence from the pattern discussc¢d above in veterans'
truggles today. Weg think that the last few years have seen many
ignificant expressions of spontancous veteran activity. The founding
f this organization was largely spontaneous anc one of the major fac-
wrs, if not the main factor, for the succeéss of Dewey Canyon III was
ts spontaneous nature. However, spontaneous actions by veterans are
tereasing, no* increasing. Dialectics teaches us that many small,
1antitative changes eventuzlly become g0 numerous that they

*¢¢ipitate a qualitative change. History teaches us that veterans
yvements of the past hav: been composed of many small upsurges, but
1at these upsurges have never caused a qualitative change in the
1aracter of veterans activities into something that could be called
revolutionary vetcerans® movement. Vets today have played significant

3)es in struggles such as Lordstown and in the New York City |

8t .0ffices. We do not think that the rols of vets in these’

st0ggles is any different from the previous struggles of vets

‘rainst theivr economic exploitation rather than their veterans

opression. To appral to people involved in these struggles on the
18is of their veterans status is in fact a divisive approach. To

:abricate a veterans movement out of a few quantitative-type

stivities would be reformist and could cause us to tail behind

"1€ masses, because when workers who happen to be vets really: begin

3 move, we will be lcft behind if we are still trying to appeal to

em as veterans. : . : : _

i3 we have Jdiscussed previously, the Indochina vet is ciffercnt K

fr-many ways from pravious vets. These differences may result in a ‘

1ialitatively new moviment among veterans. If this is so, our present

I"alysis may te incorrect. But, our best efforts to date lemd us >

1+ eonclude that there is no spontancous movement of veterans in this

murtry at this time. ' R : -
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L o .NITED FRON? . ). L

The purpose of thls section of our paper is to analyze the
relationship between a United Front Against, Imperialism (UFAI)
and the struzele presently being waged in our organization.
Although we will examine various aspects of United Fronts, we are
primarlly concerned with the tactical form or structure of UFAIL.
Owing to this fact the investigation being conducted here is
purposely limited and by no means should be considered an exhaus-
tive or complete stugy. .

In order to realize this purpose, we will attempt to answer what
we think are the basic questions concerning United Fronts in
general and speclflcale the developing UFAL in thls country. We
will structure this paper, as closely as possible, in accordance y
with the order of the qQuestions listed bglow. These questions are:

1. What is a United¢ Front? .

2. Vhat is a coalition?

Z.' What is a United Front Against Imperialism (UFAI)?

&4, What is the purpose of a UFAI?

5. Does a UFAI exist today?
: How is a UFAl formed? '

7.z Can a UFAI exist without a pariy?
t8. What is the role of the party in UFAI? '
9., What is the difference between the work of a mass antlwimperl- _
o 'allst organization, a cardre organization and a communist organ1zation°
10. "Yhat is the role of communisis in a mags anti- 1mperia11st

.. organization? :

1%.:" Are we bzing "U.S. exceptlorallsfs" by puttxng forward the

e M*minority" position?

EZ.;»Is constituency organizing the corvect ‘tactic of UFAI in the

8 Does VVﬁw/#SO hurt the formation of the UFAI by taking the

“ so=called "minority"” position?

h. Was the July 1-4 Uashlngton D.C. demo a United Front actlon?

(Numbers Q-? are incorporated into the paper and are not llsted
as such formally)

l. What is 2 United Front?.

A Uni{ed Front is an aliiance; the unity of all classes and strata
vho are iv. direct o~ have sharp contradictions with monopoly caplt-
tlsim. It must be led by the proletariat and 1ts advanced .
-ontingent, a psnulne conmunlst party.

s What 1s a coalltion° ' L
.. coalition is a temporary alllance of polltical organlzatlons for
Sp&lelc purpose.

« ¥What is a United Front Against Imperzallsm° : :
he plan for socialist reveluticn, the UFAI is the unltlng of all !
prees (classes and strata) who are in direct or have sharp o N
pntradictions with mononoly capitalism. It is an alliance which ' 1
an and has developsd on awriety of levels and scales. This ’ o
pestion of a variety of levels and scales will be dealt with in =

pme Aectail as the paper progresses. Such allainces are constructed s
br -the mutual self interests of those classes and strata, including i
— . '- --*-v:{--s
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+he’ pa;tv mass organisvat.m .;.g:oups and individuals ;r%’ved in

the particular struggle around which the United Front isvYormed.

-h.‘ What is the purpose of the UFAI? _

The Unlted Front strategy for proletarlan revolution means that

the UF is the over-all plan for bringing about the destruction of

‘the rule of monopoly capitalism in the U.S. and the establishment.

of the political rule of the working class; the dictatorship of

:the proletariat. In a word, the UF atrategy is the Qlan for
proletarlan revolutlon in the U.S. _

'There are three basic 1naredlents necessary for proletarban v
revolution through the strategy of the UF. They are: a true X
‘communist party, the mass movement of all who.can be united to - i
defeat U.S. imperialism and armed struggle to smash the bour26051e. . ;

;The first ingreédient is the "advanced detachment"of the proletarlat.
fthe“general staff* or the “leading organization", in short, the
‘party. The objective conditions at this time make building a UFAI
very difficult due to the lack of a party to laad:it. . This is

not to say that because thers is no party that the mass movement
‘will stagnate and die. The party itself cannot take the place of
“ths mass movement nor can the mass movement spontaneously bring
;forth the party. The tvo will oevelop hand 1n hand.

fIn the past, both natlonally and 1nte*nat10nally UFs have arisen
without the direction of a proletarian party based on the ideoloegy
of Maryism-Leninism. '‘The movement from which many of us developed.
-the anti-war movemgnt, provides an excellent example of an uncon-
‘scious formation of a UF. Numerous organizations and groups, with
“varying class differences with monopoly capitalism, arose and

were able, with varying degrees of success, to unite for a common
goal-the end of US involvement in .Indochina. Many victories can
be pointed +o as a result. The material assistance rendered to
the Vietnamese and their leadership, the awakening of significant
sectors of the American people, particularly the 'students, youth
and minorities, to the cxperience of politics in America. And,
Tinally, the instillment in the masses of drep and genulne feellngs
_agalnst foreign military involvement. _ :

fThe shortcomings of the anti-war mov.ment, however, are today
'painfully evident. For, having failed to develop under the guldance
vof the working class, its polltlcal leadership and that leadership's
'political 1doolozy, much of the movement came to be dominated by
“the "left" wing of the bourgeoisie.i.e., the Kennedys, McGovern,
iend others. Without consciocus proletarian leadership the masses
iremained in. large numbers undeucated to the real nature of the

iwar and how it is the very nature of capltalism to make war,

the ultimate form of oppr3551on. This lack of proletarian leader-
'ship led to the co-optation ef the movement. its strangulatlon,
idecline an? near total collapse.

lAlbania provides an example of masses of people without a party

ibanding together in common alliance against the invasion of the

llazis. This situation, however, proved to be very different than

tthe one just alluded to. The Albanian Party of Labor was able to

rnify within two years after the onslaught, provide the United

Front with direction and lcad it to v1ctory over both the fascists \
ttﬁJ €ventually over their own bour260131 o \
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 ‘Phe second ingredient ofgproléiarian revolution in or to imple- -
sment this strategy for revolution is that there must be mass

movements which actively oppose imperialism. Stalin says that,
"Political strategy, like tactics, is concerned with the working
class movement”. But the working class movement itself consits
of two elements: 1) the objective. or spontaneous €lement and ,
2) the subjective or consclous element”. In other words, the con-
crete repressive conditions that exist are what cause any spon-
taneous movement in any given situation, irrespective of the will
of the masses or the desire of any particular organizational
leadership.  This means that even though it is the duty of
communists and/or any other pecople in leadership positions to
propagandize and educate around certain injustices, they should
not and must not attempt to create a spontaneous up-rising of

the masscs. This leadeérship should respond to the needs of the
people, not encourage the people to respond to what they think
their needs are. It is up to communists to do the education

necessary to help the masses become aware of their needs, but they

should not push the masses towards change through action until
there is conscious awareness of their needs and the masses are
determined to carry the strugzle forward.

The. subjective or conscious side of the movement, again according

t+o Stalin, “consists of the reflection in the minds of the workers
of the. movement; it is the conscious and deliberate movement of

the proletariat towards a definite aim". Before this can take place,

‘assuming there is a real spontancsous movement occurring, there must

be,as Dimitroff stated, "Unity of Action". This, as Snake
pointed out, is a."pre-requisite for the estabdlishment of a united
front, not the united front itself”. Doss this mean we are

" incapable of building toward the formation of a United Front?

On the contrary. But we must correctly assess the situation as
it really exists. Obviously, much scientifiec investigation as

. well as mass practice must he our goals for the future. We

cannot assumé there exists, nor can we create a mass upsurge, of
any specific grouping (constituency) simply because we would like
to see that bhe. We will claborate on whether or not we sce a mass
upsurge of vetsrans later in the paper. An accurate historical

ent matevial analysis must always be our guideée in understanding
what direction our practice will take us. We must move forward,
not’ toward s.ctarianism, narrowness and opportunism. At this point
in time, we sce the UFAI Agveloping in more or less loose organiz-
ational forms as long as there is no party to lead it. This places
more responsibility on the mass - organizations; a responsibility
that is ultimately that of the party. ,

T e A . . -
The "third need -of the proletariat is that of armed struggle. It
seems-evident that when the masses of people in this country rise
up in anger against the repressive nature of capitalism, that these

" capitalists are not simply going to give in and allow the people

to take over. Without &Xception, eveiry socialist country in ths
world has had to engage in armed striggls to Tinally defeat
capitalism. We cannot expect the situation in this country to be
any dirfervent. Obviously, the time is not yet rips, but we should
clearly understand the necessity of such action and the need for
the proletariat to zrasp their historic role.
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Y os) r is a United Front Against Imperialism .!med"
Y Flret. it should be pointed out that there are two-stage and one-
. gtage revolutions, ﬂepedﬁ¢nﬂ on "the level of productlve forces,
M’ the essential determining element in the content and form of
- class struggle”. (The VWeapon oﬁ Theory", Amilcar Cabral, speech
. -given'at the Tricontinentsl, 19%€6). This means that under imper-
T el Ialzsm. those which function primarily zs exploiters, the devcloped
-inations, will sce one-stagze “evolutlons. and those who are primarily
cxp101trd the uhdcrdcveloped nations, in the main Third World
‘nations undeér colonial or neo-colonial domination, will see two:
~stagest the first b61nﬂ libveration, the sccond being the soczallst
“yrevolution.

-

The Unitcd® Front Against Imperizlism a1.l Foreign Aggression is the
strategy for revolution in coionial and third world countries. A
two-stage revolution must ccecur. This first stage of the revo-
lution cz2v and fdoes include thz national beurgeoisie and the
nationzl labor aristocracy. But the main force is the proletariat
and peasantry. The first stagc consists of the ouster of the
foreign aggressor, that being imperizlism, and any remnants of
feudalism that remains. plus the implementation of a new demo-
cratlc qtatc. X _

: .

A cla951c eramplc of a UFAI is fovnd in China from 1936-19&5, whers .
the Chinese Communists Pariy, under the leadership of kao Tse-Tung,
was:able to unite the working class, peasantry, national bourgeoisie
and gven certain elcments of the comprador class to oppose ‘
.. Japanes¢ aggression. ‘In the first stggc, the Chinese communists

"qu;r able to unite with Chiang Ksai-Chck to throw out Japancce
imperialism., In order to move into the sacond atage, these same
compracdor bourgeois forces and the U.S. government allies had to ..
be cverthrovn in ovﬁcr 10 c¢stablish socialism. :

In *h ] country therf can be only a one stage Pevolutlon to achleve
_Socialism. The Unitcd Front, which is the strategy for this
one stage revolution, must exclude all elements who would compro-
misc with the capitalists (vourgeoisie). This includes the labor ;
aristocracy, the Bleck bhourgroisic and the hard core lumpen. This
UF.ig an alliance ¢¥ classes and strata to oppose the monopoly
capitalist class. In the U.S. fhls means concretely uniting all
those- who can be united to owpusc 1npcr1allsm which is the rule
of monopoly capitalism. To*ay we live In an ¢poch of wars of
national liberation, causing hao to note in his statement of May 20
Yhat "A nev upsurge in the =trv;gle agzinst U.S. imperialism is now
“émerging in the worlA. Revolution "s the main trend in the world
-loday." Here in the heart of 1nper*a115n. the vast majorlty of
People can be united in oprosition ¢o the same system which :
oppresses people on five continents. This is possible because the
Tundamental contradiction is ailso the principle one; that being -
between the working class and the monopoly capitalist class. In
order for.the wovking class and opprcssed rnations to achieve
political power, however, it must win and maintain the support of
2ll .those oppressed by imwerialism. This includes as primary allies
the puor farmers, the masscs of wage slaves, blacks (we do not . ‘
have unity around whether ov not there is an oppressed black '
nztion),oppresscd national ninorities, masses of working class
yYouth and wemen, the reserve army of the unemployed; and as secon-
dary allies, small businessmin, the urban middie class and pro-
1essinnals and the 1ntelllpent51a. TOWIVED, fore this task can
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i i ifi 1 ditions in
:be achicved scientific analysis of the concrete con i
~this country must be undertaken, understanding both the unique
“sonditions in this country and that theory is our guide to action.

.'\:"

- 8. What is the role of_tﬁeiParty iz United .ront Against Imperialism?

"®i4ithout the Communist Farty it will be impossible to consolidate our
victories, minimize our losses and overcome setbacks, to-sustain acti-
vity through 21l the periods of ebb in the struggle, to take full ad-
wvantage of weaknesses and contradictions in the enemy camp and to-
wage a thorough fight for the United Front and, through the United

- Front , for tge dictatorship of the proletariat.” Fg. 55, The Red Fa-
‘Pers. 112; & . ' ' A

And from a proposal concerning the general line of the International
Communist movement, the author of the central committee of the
Communist Farty of China in reply to the lecter of the Communist
-Party of the Soviet Union. MHarch 30, 1963. _ o

*.s+the proletarian perty must under the present circumstances acti-

vely lead the working class and the working people in struggles to

oppose monopoly capital, to defend democratic rights, to oppose the

mer.ace of fascism, to improve living conditions, to oppose imperial-

i3+ arms exspansion and war preparations, to defend world peace and
- actively support revolutionary struggles of oppressed nations...”

*..othe proletarian partieg in imperialist or capitalist couniries
must maintain their ovmn ideological, polivical and organizational
independence in leading revolutionary struggles.' At the same time they
aust unite all the forces that can be united and build a broad united
front against monopoly capital and against the imperialist politics of
arorescion and war _ _ - SR - ' - .
“"Witile actively leading immediate struggles, Communists in the capital-
ist countries should link them with the struggle for long range and ’
. general interests, educate the masses in a Marxist-Leninist revolution-
ary spirit, cecaselissly raisc their politiecal consciousness and
undertake the historical task of prolctarian revolution.”

7. Whgt is the Aiffercnce between the work of mass anti-imperialist
orgsnizations, cadre ovganizations, and communist organizations?

The work that mass anti-imperialist oreanizations do is to actively
oppost ‘imperialist oppression and to raise the level of consclousness
0f its membership and base from the recognition of individual oppression .
to the understanding of other people's forms of oppression, the need
Ffor a UFAI to oppos: imperialist oppression and to oppose anti-communist
tendéncies, y . _ . S

Cafre is the nudleus around which an expanded organization can be built.
The work of a cacre organization that is anti-impsrialist and not _
communist is the same as that of a mass organization except that the
two orzanizations cdiffer in structure, and discipline and the avenues
open to membership in the decision-making process that detcrmines the
‘political idcas and practice of the organization.

The primary work of Cormmunist organizations, now and at any time a2
Communist Party does not cxist, is to build a Communist Party. -
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i "Without question, communists must be involvcd in mass work. We must
raver strive to narrow down mass actions. The mass movement will not
“wait for us. But in c¢naaging in mass work, in fightihg to win over the
_#Avanced elements to Marxism-Leninism and fighting for the leadership
sf the proletariat, we must at all times remember that the wider the
‘mevement, the more necessary the building of the party, for without
the party who is going to lead the mass movement-the bourgeoisie!"”
v» 37, Black Lzbiration Struggls, the Black Workers Consress and
Proletarian Revolution, 1974. :

!. W¥hzot is the role of Communists in a mass organization?
Lgain, to quate biao, "Our cultural workers must serve the people with
great enthusiasm and devotion, and they must link themselves with the
masses, not “ivorce themselves from the masses. _In order to do so

. tuey must get in accordance with the necds and wishes of the masses.
A} work cone for tre masces must start from their needs and not from i
<he desire of any individuzl, however well-intentioned. It often hapvens
ihat objectively the masses need a certain change, but subjectively,
tney. are not yet conscious of the need, not yet willing or determined
to make the change. We should wali patiently. We should not make the
chtinge until, thooush our work, most of the masses have become conscious
v _the reed and are willipz snd determined to carry it out. Otherwise,
wc chall isolate ourseclves from th. masses. Unless they are conscious
end willing, any kind of work that requires their participation will
turin ovt to be a mere formality and fail...There are two principles
hcre: one is the actual necds of the masses rather than what we
Tancy they need; the other is the wishes of the masses, who must make

5

up their own minds instez?® of our making up their minds for them."

2. Are we being “U.S. exceptionalist" by putting forth the so-called
Frincnity" position? _ i

"%+.8, exceptionalism® is a term for the idealist notion that the concreste
naterial conditions that exist in the U.S. are different than those of
43bania, China, the Soviei. Union and so on and therefore the theories

of YMowx and Lenin no longer aprlv. e see that the ¢oncrete conditions
th2t exist in this couniry arz different from concrete conditions of

tre Dast, but we firmly support Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tse-Tung thought

gnd the appiication of these theorics for making révolution in the U.S.

In.{the 1910*s, when the task of the working class was to participate

in the world-wice strusgle against fascism and to maintain its inde-
dendence from the bourgeoisie to struggle against that bour geoisic.

Berl Browder helped develop fuli-scale revisionist capitulationist

Iine that eventually resulted in the CP*s dissolution in 1944, Browder's
lire .revived "American exceptionalism" and denied the application of

%he laws of Marxism-Leninism tec American coniitions. Thus, he betrayed
csne proletaiiat. Todzy there are attempts to revive this idealist line.
£ithough we certainly believe that the concrete conditions in this
cCuitry at “his time are different, “new leftism" and neo-revisionism,

-

which have dominated the mass movements of the €0's must be refuted.

10. "Is organizing around the neccds of specifi
':?ffebﬁ‘tactic of the UFAI in the U.S. tgday? ¢ groups of people_the

7% qucstion of "specizl eroups®™ orcanizing is not a stratezic question,
hut rather one of tactics. I.E., Docs it move the strugezle as a whole
fi?warﬁ to- organize around the needs of speeific groups of people? -

-"J"' L et ) » . - 4 .
e %bink'thgt in cases where there is a real upsurze of masses of
Peopic within any givin specific group of people, then the answer is yes. .

5
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Decisions ¥ cd arcund acti tions must .as a result
Necisions reached around su tactircal ques U ; .
‘of scientific analysis based .on the concrete conditlons that exist, ..e.,
veality. This decision must not be arrived at Fimgly on the evidence
“of "fhis or that experience"or ‘the “silcecess”of "this or that action”,
i.¢., wars on theé VA. Only bu such scientific analysis can the idealistic

ercors of empiricism,; pracmatism and subjectivity be avoided.

P
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14, Was the July 1-4 D.C. Demonstration a United Front? g

*irst, we must examine the various groups representednand determine

if the D.C. Aemonstration was. . T e e

1. A uniting of all forces (classes and strata) who are in direct or
sharp contradiction with monopdly capitalism and, . _ : .

2. Was the alliance constructed for the mutual self-interests of those
classes and st-ata? : N _ o

¥iho was represented at the demonstration? Members of VVAW(WSOf the .
Revolutionary Union and the Student Brigade, Indochina Solidarity Commit.-
¥¢2 and traces of otherleftist groups. This is obviously not represen-
tativeé of all classes and sirata. There were few,if any,Blacks and

other miaorities, wage slav:- g, professionals and trade unionists,

+he core of the mass movement. We would say that the first criteria
vas‘definitely not realized. . : S

+ R
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¥ould we say that the demands: Decent Benefits for All Vets, Universal, .
Unconditional Amnesty, Single Type Discharge, =n? All Aid to

Thieu and Lon Nol, Implement the Agreements, and Kick Nixon Out were

in the mutual self-interests of those represented. The answer, insofar
%5 we see these demands as class issues, is yes. '

¥a think the D.C. Demd properly fits into the categzory of a coalition-
a temporary alliance of political orranizations for a specific purposc. .

'Tpe NO analysis of the DC demo leads us to the conclusion that the NO
insz only incorrec*ly analyzed that ¢emo, but that they have a rather

‘o e

Lazy interpretation of United Fronts in general.

12. Toes VVAW/YSO hurt the formation of the UFAI by taking the so-
sailed "minerity position"? : ;

"oday, the decline of U.S. imperialism is accclerating. Its contentica
twith Soviet social imperialism is intensifying, and it is in a deepering
seonomic crisis. The monopoly capitalists are shifting the burden of

zhe.crises onto the backs of the workina class at home and the opprase-&
¥atlons abreas, attempting to develop fascism and preparing for imper-
?flist_war against the opprissed nations. The task facing the working
r«28s movement is to fight against the shifting of the economic

svises onto its back, to fight against imperialism and prepare

“or revolution. The e¢stablishment of a communist party is of vital

.mportance here to give direcction not only to VVAW/WSO, but to the
258 movement in general.

rr, United Front Against Imperialism. is the strategy that must be
-mplrmepted in order to achieve revolution. We do not propose that ‘
7 are in. a position to unequivocally analyzc the correct-tactics :
D ece lmplemented within this basic strategy of a UF. This is the

uty of the Party. What we do proposc is a method, that.being - :
lzlcctical, through which we may better understand our organizational
tvalopment through a world view as opposed to a "Veterans® View",,
CUS making us more capable of clearly understanding the oppression
I all people rs an anti-imperialist organization. - -
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Jeorge Dimitroff, addressing the Seventh World Congrcss in 1935,
spoke of the impending naturc of fascism at that point in time and
laid an applicable foundation for the building of a United Front
Against Fascism. We believe that this wag a correct analysis of
tactics at that time. . S -

A UFAF, as typified by Dimitroff, is a strategic response to the
sonerete conditions of the onslaught of fascism. The tacticzl form
of the organs making up the U.F. were alsc due to the concrete con-
iitions of the time. These tactical forms were developed by a
3jalectical process. We must utilize this same method as we analyze
the present situation. It is purc pragmatism to copy sorething

simply because it worked in the past. , -

Fhe Great Depression provided revolutionaries with the gpportunity

to propagandize and politicize for social struggle against capitalism.
Instea?, the capitalists were able to overcome the antagonisms of

‘the ‘people with massive social reform programs. One of those was

ithe establishment of the VA after WWIIL. Ever since, with the

3xception of war years, capitalism has coopted more and more of the
masses every time it grants fringe benefits to a certain rebellious
igroup., In the absence of a unifying revolutionary organization, the
party, it is the history of the last quarter century that special
iinterests groups have conccntrated on winning concessions for themselves.

I¥hile reforms are not necessarily counter-revolutionary, it depends.
apon whether we allow ourselves to manipulate people with these
arograms by not pointing out ¢onstantly the very nature of rcform as
1, metho® of co-option. Fovw instance, the establishment of the miners
for_ democracy under ‘the direction of Arnold killer was a step forward
for miners, specifically and workers in general. However, Miller
must be seen as a vascilating liberal at best. His programs cannot
be viewed as an end, but rather only a step toward the eventual
swnership of the means of production. Independent organizers must
not allow their roles to be liquidated. FHiller was only the first
3t€p in the total democratization of unions as a stage toward the
ouildine for revolution. There was a real spontancous uprising

»f miners, thus bringing about the demise of Tony Boyle and the
improvement of basic conditions for miners in general. -

[s there then a spontancous uprising of veterans in this country?.

’his ' is obviously an area where much investigation needs to be done.
lowever, some conclusions can be drawn at this time. We can sce
tistorically that spontancous uprisings of veterans occurs directly -
\fter: the cessation of major wars (sce, History of Veterans, this paper.)
md tends to +tail off after 4+5 years. This, coupled with the fact

‘hat through ocur day-to-day practice it is becoming increasingly

ibvious that most veterans do not sece themselves as primarily being
ppressed as veterans. Rather, from our expericnes, veterans are

tot up-rising hecause they éxperience basically the samc oppression

I8 most working class people. The only cxception to this phenomenon

)as the Bonus lMarch, fully 15 years after World War I. However, vets

133 o ngt organizahle as a constituency because their demands were
wonomist and therefore laid no bhasis for real organizing possibilities.

B SRR PP

Fain, we realize that conditions are different in different areas
f,the\gquntry. However, we think that at this time, wc can accur-
Llely generalize that to focus on organizing veterans would be -

isasterous to the continuation of our or anizatio i
! { : 1 n as a fighti
Lly of +the people. " ;‘gap:u»..,,j_mwuwxmﬁ - ?g_h, -
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L. L. 8% iine of an orgrnization is of paramount importance.
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2 fundanenta) premise of the dimlectical materialict theory of know-
Are znd, the fundamental dividing line betwecen the two great camps
zlllosophy, materialism and idcalism, is whether or not cne
37n126§ the objective existence of the material world, “independeént.
* man's witl, that will ¢an only reflect the materail world, whether
D e recoghizes the existence of matter of ohjective rcallty and
tyetive  trath standing outside one's consciousness is ths corner-
svere of anz*axlslm and of *he dialsctical materullsit theory of

.
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“ne poi.t:s thaf ﬁla;ectlcs ‘cannot be learned solely through s Mought
ot study, I+ must be learned by putting our thoughts inte practice;
coactics eropnéd the concreete conditions that exist wilhin any given
-wareumstanes and then eéxamining the theory and practice.. Stalin
_*wys that *theory is thz experience of the working class movement
in #il countrics taken in its genera 1 aspects” and summed up from

re experlencg.f._ . Y _ R .

the, first practieal -step that 2 revolutionary
RIS uaur_towarﬂ internallvln the cialecticai method is to strive

s. .. %o understand the trémdndous hiestoriezl developmente*which have takén-;

S.a2c on both clides: cap1tallsn gnd the presant state of imperialis
¥ »nv ﬂrveaonnent of socialism. .

" T
- Seecial methods and means of eppr ::.ch -suited to the conérete
aonditions prevailing in thes countries must b lesrred, mastered
‘nd npnllfd...“ Dirltrofx, Ainjted | F“ont Aealnst Fasc;sm, P

e yﬂll: *hat 2% the presen+ txme, esocclally in licu of the fact

tht no Tarty exists to help vs with the task of 1mplenenu1ng correct'

ﬁ’*tl"s wﬁfu’“ the ﬂcvfloonent of UFAL, we sii2:7 . choose a world
AT : . L ) :

“In the present s1tuat10n, sectarienism, self-satisfied qectaxlan*&
77 we degignate It...move than gny:hing els: impedes our strueele
for the real'zatlon of thu United ?ront. Sectarianism, satisfiec
2 its ;cc*r;raire narrowness, its divorcement fron ths rea}
~“Je-of ths masscs, satisfied with i%s simplified methocs of

wiving tee most sompleX pooblems of the working class movement
o the bazsis of stereotyped schemes..." Dimi trof., United Front .
SAizings Fa*c:sm, D. 95. .

* is not 0 ‘say that reform movrnEﬁts are backward or counter- :
_»c'ufiona“y Ve will discuss this. point shortly. We do not see
__:}:nq Tor vets bencfits as reformist, but sinply that we correctly

tf“.lxy our priorities through scientific analysis. We must con-
v*1ly »emind ourselves of the diffeérences between a bour rreois

+11200% ard’ a socialist cutlook,"the iormer being the social irpes-

son2ibility of putting econopics in command of politics or the latter

Pinz the zosied responsinillty of puttlng pelitics in comaznd of
-<un0n1cv“., Jaats and ogs, Junz 1974.
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Althousgsh we would prefer that the majority of our membership accept
+the UFAX concept, we realize that the nature of a mass organization
only dictates that members hav: unity around the recognition of
oppression that they are all experiencing. The commitment of ad-
vanced elements of our organization should be to educate the members
from the minimum program of recognition of oppr6551on to the maximum™

.program of the UniteA Front Agalnst Imperlallsm. y
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. " _ocus and Base N
A focus is a central point; a center of ~activity, attraction or
attention. For a mass organization in the anti-imperialist move-
‘ment, the political focus has to encompass both the minimum and.
maximum program. Failure for it to do so leaves a mass organ-.
jzation without the ability to move the masses from one to the ;
other. . .. .. t' . T S o L
What is’'the base of a political organization? This is a ques- -
tion which has not been concéretely addressed in the struggle now
taking place within VVAW.WS0. The positions put forward by many
people suggest that.base can be equated with membership. This is
incorrect, especially within a mass organization where there is no
clear and universally applied definition of what gualifies someone
for membership. The base of an organization is made up of not only
- its membership, but it includes the. segments whose eods .. it
. serves and more specifically those people who relate to the org-
anization throush the political activities it conducts. 1In other
words, and appiied to VVAW-WSO, those people who relate to the
organized activity, either nationally or locally, be they specific
‘projects, educatior:l events, or mass actions have t0 be recognized
as part of our base. The programs and decisions we make have to
‘not only represent but serve their interests and those of the
broader segments of society who it is possible for us to move.

. This definition of the base of an organization or any ptiitical
“"grouping becomes clearer when applied.to other forms: for example

a communist party or a united front. Is the base of a communist =™,
party its membershin? Obviously not! The bage of a communist ‘
party is the proletariat and those who embrace proletarian ideology.
Is the base of the United Front those organizations and individuals
who participate iniit in an organized fashion? Again, obviously not!
~The base of a United Front is the clesses and stratas whose interests
it serves and who look to it for leadershin.

There is a dialectical relationship between the focus and base in
the development of any organization. The N.0. says that nur focus
will determine our basa. This is incorrect and a denial of that
dialectical development., Any organization's base will determine it's
focus, which wher implemented in practice will determine the develop-
ment of the base. Historically, for VVAW-WS0, we originally had a
veterans base which took on an anti--war fo.us., This veterans based
organization took on an anti-war fv-us.because U.S. imperialism in
S.E. Asia was one of the sharpvest and clearest contradictions in the
material conditions of veicrans lives. This anti-war focus drew non-
veteran anti-war elements into the organization and broadened our '
base. This broader base brought a wider rz;ge of social practice in-
to the organization which has led to the development of a conscious
anti-imperialist focus. Class-conscious elements are developing :
within the organization as a result of our day-to-day practice around 1
the struggle against imperialism at home and abroad. The dialectic2l 1
progression from base to focus, implemented through practice to broad-
er base to broader focus has developed the organization beyond the
point where we can say we have a veterans and G.I. base. .
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" written by the National “ffice and put_forward.in _“}1?-p051210n_
-.paper just prior to the. faly National Steering C ittee Meeting
in fugust. Our analysisWis not presented as a point-by~-point,
_demo-by-demo, NSCii-by-NSCH analysis because there is much that
' we agreé with in the N.0. analysis. Therefore, if you do not see
commentary on the RAW march or other items, please do not feel
that we don’t consider them important historical events. We do,
but this is not the time to write a 400 page historical document
t+0 agree with each other on many points. and not clarify the heart
of sSome very basic Aisagreements with that analysis. We also
.think that since so many rzgions fully supported the N.O. posi-
tion paper at the last N3SCM, that it is a good basis for this
discussion. A clear understanding of the historical development
- of VVAVI-WSO is key in assisting us in the resolution of the struggle
going on within our organization. ' :

The beginning of the history 19€7-1972 doeg not mention strongly
enough the influence that the entire anti-war movement had in
shaping the political growth and struggles of the organization.

We were not just an angry veterans group out there going the
struggle alone. In fact, moralism, guilt-tripping and a belief in
the ruling class concept oF fecrmocratic, legal institutions and
their opportunist leadership were ' the: order of the day. (All we
ave saying is give peace a chance.) The justified anger of veter- .
ans having served in an imperialist war was channeled inte these
types of political struggle. Winter Soldier Investigations

became a sort of relizious confessional (as all the liberals
recoiled and said - tell me more - isn't war terrible); we

vicadsd wilh ine ryling class representatives, spouted the words
that the anti-war movement wanted to hear - Vets for McGovern.
These actions were an outgrowth of a political outlook that had
not yet focussed. on a clear and common e€hemy. We were not born an
anti-imperialist organization. We besecame one through development
and struggle. ’ o SV e
The development of class consciousness plavs a crucial role in our
development as an organization. Working class people are receptive
to anti-imperialist politics because that is the nature of their:
real day-io-day struggle. " Veterans, in and out of the military, -
have experienced in a very direct way the contradictions of the
system. Anti-imperizlsit politics and struggle and anti-imperial-
ist organizations do not drop.out of the sky. In fact, they
-develop and their development is not as smooth as the N.0. position
‘paper suggests. The mistakes that we’ve made are clearly part

;of our history, as are the lessong that we've learned in making
ithese mistakes. It is not mentioned that in Miami - Operation
‘Lagt Patrol that VVAW acted as a sort of para-military organization
and took on the complete tack of security in acting as the police
0f the movement. This error, which has been significantly corrected,
ecomes most directly from a tendency within the organization which
has not been corrzcteds <eierans’chauvinism. The analysis of

Last Patrol doen not point out that at that time there was really
no clear analyeis of those Bemocratic and Republican delegates as
ruling class representatives. In fact, VVAW had delegates (18) on
the floor at the Democratic convention who Aid a large amount of

Y
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‘ BArEC, wWOPW RN supuozt azx .uovern an? inairect suppobm The 1torm
.of such innocuous programs as Vets Say No to Nixon', in the hope
that. the Dcmocrats would ceorrect our misguided foreign policy.,
This was the seneral state of the entire anti-war movement. Ve
were not at this/ time an anti-imperialist organization.

The anal) sis of our support for the Cairo United Front, no longer

“a national project, does not clarlfy the prodlems that developeq

in that program. In fact, it is pure hinésight to state that

the program in support of the United Front recognized the "links
between imperialism abroacd and at home". The program, in ésssnce,

was a project to support black. people attacked by a racist police
department and other racist orgamizations and at the samc time

to support an economic boycott of white businesses. This program |
was.a clcar rccognition of racism, but was undertaken in a patron-
izing and missionary fashion. These are major factors in the _
progran'’s being dropped as a nationzl project. We know today é
that there are links between imperialism at home and abroad, but §
continued scientific investigation, concrete struggle, and theor-
etical development will be necessary to sc¢e these links clearly.

To say that we recognized these links ignores the critical

development of an understanding of vacism and the right of self-
detﬂrmlnatlon that is on—g01nc 1n thls organlzatlon.

-

1973 is a crucial y:ar for the understandlnz of our development as
an anti-imperialisi organization. The N.0O. analysis does not
offer a dialectical understandlng of the importance of +the year.
From their analy51q we could probably latel 1973 as the year of
the'zrops' - groping here, groping there, wandering arcund in the
dark without any clear path. This form of analysis disregards
dialectical development and struzele and it epitomizes confusion
as the order of tha day. This analJ31q is subjective; it is an
accurate statemaent about how 1973 affected us as individuals, but
it does not do justice to our collective struggle during that year.

-

The January 1973 inavgural demonsiration is a case in point. We
.gee the inaugural demo as 2 qualitative leap in the political
development of our organlzat;on, and yet there is little mention
of it in the N.0. analysis. This was the largest demo in the
‘history of VVAW and it was there that we broke away from the
'liberal-oemocratlc,m-lk-sop moralism of what then constituted the
guiding force of the anti-war movement. We marched as a separate
contingent (at that time an antl-lnperlallst contingent, although
we didn't call it that). in full support of the struggles of the
peoples of -Indochina in the fight against imperialism. This is
the point where we took 2 great leap as a national organization in
the struggle zgainst imperialiesm. After the demonstration and thc
signing of the peacc accords, our continued activity as an ~
srganization, in contrast to the relative inactivity of the anti-
var movement, we see as a result of our developing anti-imperialist
tonsciousness ¢ d continued support of the Yletnamese peoples’
itruggle to defeat imperialism.

i was in 1973 that the Winter Solﬁler concept “"took root"; the
w.ed of that concept had been germinating for some time and it

100k root bvecause-in reality the organization was broader than. a -
€ terans organization. The thrust of our politics had become ) : f
Aearly anti-imperialist since;vvnw-wso.was one oT the most e -
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‘vi*sible‘.organizatif‘ in the movement, ingreas!;‘numbers of -

. "people joined the organization to oppose imperialism. To say that

‘. the Winter Soldier Concept: took root because of the confusion in

" our search for ways to fight imperialsim and that it was intended v

> as the Mass Organization of the movement zand the United Front does -
not reflect a clear method of investigation into the political forces
that led up to its implementation. We were, of course, confused
and in a state of disarray because the anti-war movement that we
were a part of and supported by fell apart. It was frustrating
and confusing - but then we necded to clearly understand our
involvement with the *give peace a chance' crowd. To speak juast

" of confusion and not concretize the political struggle that was

going on is at the very least a lack of investigation and at the
worst overt subjectivity and position-baiting. (This line follows
the principle that the best way to win a political argument is to
relegate the opposing position to the realm of the absurd.)

In fact there was a real political struggle taking place in all the
confusion. One aspect of it was the struggle fo combat veterans®
chauvinism. - .This is part of the struggle that is on-going in the
development of class consciousness in our attempt to free ourselves
from the ~omination of bourgeois ideology which seeks 1o control
all aspects of our leves. In September of 1972 we were already
seeing the necessity of this struggle. The inclusion .of the
following quote illustrates the fact that there was a conscious _
political struggle taking place within our organization, which was
denied in the presentation of our history in the NO position paper.

"Since 2 veterans' organization by its very nature excludes
the participation of non-vets, both men and womecn, there

is a structural btarrier prcecluding further development.

In the cage of VVAW {this must also include the realiza=
tion that fewer and fewer veterans of Viet Nam will be
returning with the V.S. military's continuing shift to
technological wariare and the use of comprador puppet
regimes., Wnen the war in Indochina actually cnds much

of the rationale for a purely vetcrans organization is
negated. We do not intend to glorify in any way the sta-
tus of being a veteran, Justify our partieipation in the
U.S. military or create chauvinistic, elitist notions of
veterans becing the vanguar? of the American re¢volution.

We do'realize, however, that there will be a continuing
need for a veterans organization. Veteran service pro-
grams should and will continue. Similarly, the sense of
group identity particular to veterans is a valid basis

for organizing groups for political action. At the

same time we sce the nee?d for VVAW of being part of an
organization open to all people, whether they are vets

or not, who are commonly dedicated to the struggle of
building a new society. An organization of Winter Soldiers
could conceivably be created that would be open to all
people who are in spirit and in action truly consistent
with the goals that we are struggling for. VVAW would

be a part of this ovganization, not the chauvinistic
counterpart to a VVAW women's auxiliary or a VVAW non-vet -
"auxiliary. This concept of such an all more encompassing
organization would permit VVAW 1o grow and. respond to :
-the need of becoming an evermore sophisticated and relevant
organization for realizing and accomplishing major social
change.™ - : o _

.Palo Alto, Scpt. 1972. o . -
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¥ . VVAW membership c1£.. Nor was it just a cZ'Lev.way to grant card-

carrying privileges to the significant portion of our memvership _

:  who were non-vets, some of whom were in leadsrship positions. The
Winter Soldier concept implementation was not an effort at quan- :
titative change, but clearly a qualitative shift in our understanding
of the tasks that lie before us. Although not clearly understood,
the structural change in the organization has enabled us.to under- ..
stand that our role as a mass organization is to educate the :
masses to recognize the sourch of thsir oppression and to motivate .

. them to fight the common enemy, imperialism. As the organization

" progressed from.being a mass. anti-war organization, the ‘strengthening
of organizational unity was evident. Through input‘from the non-
‘vets as well as the vets, a-strong-anti-impeylallgt:outlook was
developing. It is important to note that while vets had-a first-
hand view of imperialism over-seas, non-vets, through day-to-cday
struggle here at home also uxperienced imperialism first-hand. The
ghettos, racist prisons and big corporations along with the mansions
on the other side of the track are not invisible. The. force : .

~ereated by the 3oining of vets and non-vets resulted in a political
threat which CREE? could not tolerate. . That 1ls why VVAW was
attacke?® as an orzanization in Gainesville. The N.O. ‘position
paper shows no understanding of the significance of the Winter ,
Soldier concept. They do:not speak to the fact that non-vets had
played a major role in the struggles of our organization from late
1971 on. V¥hile the Winter Soldier concept recognized this fact,
it was also a developing recoznition that we had to put anti-
imperialist politics in command and dbuild an anti-imperialist,
not anti-war, organization. . : . L

At this point there is a basic point to be made about. building a
*fighting organization'. VVAVW and then VVAW/WSO has always been a
militant, fightiig organization. What is important is that not at
-all times ¢id we clearly understand exactly who and what we were
fighting, or how to-do it. We continue to achieve this understanding
only on the basis of our anti-imperialist analysis and struggle in
concrete practice that conforms to the principles of our theoretical
understanding. Our Gainesville actions need to be seen from this
perspective. The N.O. presents Gainesville as the essence of a
'WSC actiont the product of an unfocussed organization. Any real
analysis of Gainesville docs not support this position. Gaines-
ville did not culminate only in a disorganized national demonstira-
tion. The arrests, the trial, the political defense work and the
effort at mehilizing masses of people to fight back against the use
of prisons and the court system as tools of political oppression
has resulted in a national organizational committment to defend
political prisoners. The political defense work that we do around
the Leavenworth Brothers, the Attica Brothers, Gary Lawton and many
others is not accidental or pure response. It is the continuous
development of the lessons that we learnes in being attacked by “
CREEP and the fecderal government. We were forced %o do an
analysis of who the legal system represents, how it works, why it
works the way it does, and how to fight it. In this concrete
struggle, we started to sce more clearly some of those “links®
between imperialism a2t home and abroad. In seeing.those links,
our practice at a national levcl has comc to reflcet the things
that we've learned. S .
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Agaln referrlng to Ga1nesv111e. the NO states that ”the fact
+ that other organizations did :iot participate in that demonstra-

f tion further reflected our lack of understanding of our obllgatlon

.?"to thelp build the United Front". We find this criticism in

3 fact correct, but we find it a completely opportunist method in

» the form in which it is put forward., Why isn‘'t this criticism

. put forward for Dewey Canyon I1I, the RAW March, the Chrisimas
bombing demos, Jan. 20 - infact, just about all of our demonstra-

+ tions before realizing the correct method of the United Front-
which emerged at what point? We find this form of historical

" analysis to be based on subjectivity and not objective investi-
gation. We can also see through the tone of the sum-up of
Gainesville as a vvaw/WS0 action being emphasized as an unfocussed
action to be merely a way to show what a confused state Winter -
Soldier brought about. This is not a correct form of investigation, .
but is based upon subjectivity, manipulation, opportunism and '
position-baiting. If this is the way that one has to win an

- ideological point, it is nnt a correct form of summation. In
fact, we did not take up the building of the U.F. at Gainesville
because we had never in any concrete way put the U.F. forward
in any of our practice prlor to Ga1nesv1lle. _

;.'\-.:

"Through the period 51nce we became‘VVAw/WSO one fact
has shone through our practice: +those chapters which
continued to grow and strerzthen (numerically and
polltlcally) have worked around a spec1f1c organ-
izine focus, and, in most places no matier what the
composition of the chagter in terms of veterans or
non-vetérans, this focus has been around amnesty with
partlcular empha51s on vets issues.

NO Position Paper

Ne find this statement in error. Wc find the Buffalo Chapter
is one of the strongest chapters in VVAW/WSO. What form of
investigation did the NO make before arriving at this all-
incompassing statement confirming the reason for their own
political ocutlook. We as a chapter have asked NO members
repeatedly to come to Buffalo to visit us and find out what our
s0litics and practice are, to no avail. We know we are not
1lone in being ignored by the NO. Frequently NO members were
vithin 100 miles of us, but we weren't informed until their
rigit was ~ver, which would have been an opportunity to meet
cogether, but was missed. The NO has an obligation to visit
thapters at all levels throughout the course of our work, but
1as failed to do this. We would assume that this investigation
ould take place before such a statement was made on something
io important as the direction and focus of our future organiz-
ttional work, but from whatwe can see, this has not been done.

‘t seems that the MO has played a divisive role, playing up the

10litical work of chapters which reflect the national office

wosition in their political work, particularly the Milwaukee

nd Chicago chapters. We support the concrete work of these :
-hapters. But the hub of the world is quite obviously notin .
'he Chicago area (nor the Buffalo area). This seems 2 shanm T
‘ay to verify the reasons for building an anti-imperialist

¢€terans movement. Perhaps it is more correct to observe

hat chapters which have done aiy forn of programmatic work:

re those that have grown and developed strengihse ur




¢ hapter has not had an emphaszs on vets issues althougsh we
*ave ‘done’ work around them and intensive work around all national
‘“rograms. No, we have not done a basic investigatory  study
,nto the politics and practice on a chapter by chapter basis,
o or have we hat the opportunity. The national office has
“hat vesponsibility and should rightfully perform that form
~f investigation. We can only say that we don’t think that
his concrete form of 1nvest1gatlon has taken place.

"You can't solve a problem?_ Well, get down and
investigate the present facts and its past historv!
When you have 1nvsst1gated a problem thoroughly, you
will know how to solve it. Conclusions invariably
come after investigation, and not before. Only a
blockhead cudgels his brains on his own or together
with a group, to "find a solution" or "evolve an idea"
without making any investigation. It must be stressed
that this cannot possibly lead to any effectlve '
solution or any good idea." ‘ "

Chairman Mao Tse- Tung, ODpose Book Worthp, May, 1930-
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" The YniteA States has been in seven ma jor wars in its. hlstory as a
. govereign country. These are the Revolutionary War, the,War of:
112, the Civil War, World War I, World War 1I, Korean,War and the
still continuineg Indochina War. fter each of these wars, and
most of the smaller wars and ‘'interventions® as well,. the ruling
class in society has been challenged by its veturning veterans.
This is not a history of veferans' strurgles; Various levels of
VVAW-WSO are giving that history the serious study it reserves. ;-
I+ is an attempt to analyze, on the basis of the study done so
far, the essential factors of this history of veterans'! struggles
as well as the means by which the ruling class has frled to stifle
these struegles. Zach postwar period has had at least three . - .
fartors in common. Generally speaklng, the sharper the class
contradictions and antasonisms in society in any given postwar
“period, the more fhese factors CORE 1nto play. These factors are:

1. Veferane return to w1despreaﬁ predlctlons of social and
individval unrest.

2. Veterans Face zenuinely oppressive conditions.

3. - The system falls htack on appeals to veterans' chauvinisnm,
combiner with force when necessary, to maintain control.

1. At the end of each war, there has been a widespread fear of the

cffect 2 sudden influx of violence~prone veterans will have on

civil society. Gerperally, this has been combined with a paternal-

. istic concern for the welfare of the returned *heroecs®. After
the Revolutionary War, there was a widespread belief that the
Aischar~ged members of the Continental A~ny were all looters and
scoundrels.” After World Wars I and II, newspapers were fillee
with afvice on how to Aecal with returned husbands and sons. The
way Vietnam veterans have been portrayved in movies and on TV
shows is a clear example of this. The press contributes heavily
40 this after each war by sensationalistic reportage. Even well-
meaning indivicduals like some of the psychologists and sociologists.
who helped popularize PVS as an issve, contribute to this fear in
society. Our original work around PVS. before we started to reach
a political understanding of its' causes, also contributed to this.
The e€ffects of such fears are to create a general distrust of :
veterans among the general population and to make vets feel that
they are individually to blame for their problems and that there
are no solutions other than cynicism and apathy.

o)l’o

Another more important way this specter of fear and violence serves
to stifle resistance is by raising a threat of paramilitary action
by war veterans as a wedge to Arive between veterans and the general
popuvlation. Examples are the fears, heavily exploited by the ruling
class, that World War I veterans were 'infected' with Bolsheviem.
Also, the extensive red-baiting that accompanied the Bonus March.
A more recent example is the sensationalistic - and totally false -
'revelations® ahout the existence of a gang of Black vets called

*A¢ Mau Mau'® who were bhent on anti-White terrorism in Chicago a
few years back. BSuch threats can then be used as a2 justification
for repressive action. An ironic c¢xample is the forming of
police paramilitary SWAT teams, mace up largely of Vietnam

‘eterans, to counter ‘terrorism’. . .

t

—_“I



p—— e

/ IR -‘;y e the -
' o ¢ .. wavamilitary actionW®re usuuily generated and

Leprvatt OY peo. who are not rank and file vets. in turn, these

hysterlcal precictions are exploited by those who l.ave the most to

K .lose in a revolutlonary s;tuation—the rullng clase and its allies.

, - 2. After cach war, contradictions arose that dircotly oppressed
~ vets. This was true after the Revolution and it iz true today- -
. moreso in fact, because of the class nature of society and the
%N erisis facing imperizlism. These contradictions tuke two formss
--the first is those contradictions that are dir:setly related to
pavticipation in the military and the second are those contradic-
tions that are classwide, or which a’fect a pzrticular group such
as Blacks or Women, but which affect veterans withn the class or
the group .to a ﬂlﬂproporflonate extent. This will be dealt with
in the section "What is the Oppression of Veteranc“

3. Pollowing cach war, as veterans began to confzont the oppression
they faced, whether as vets, as workers, or as members of a minority,
the ruling class has tried to appeal to them as a privileged group
in order to isolate them and cut them off from their friends and
allies. Some of theé means used to do this have heent official
sponsoring of exclusively veterans groups to. promcte special inter-
estss the granting of legitimate veterans demands in such a way '
as to further the social isolation of vets; and the Aistortion of
the true nature of military service by militaristic displays of
-glory and honor designed to create an image of vetsrans as being

- more patriotic or self-sacrificing than others. While veterans!
chauvinism has always been present, the present co.lusion of the
military, the VA and the reactionary veterans organrizations has

- served to institutionalize it to a considerable dezree. This wxll
be dealt with in the section "What is Veterans’ Chauvinism".

When appeals to chauvinism fail, the state will res-rt to forece. -
This can take many forms. It can be open terror, as in the "Red
Summer” of 1919. It can be open force, as used against the Bonus
March. And it can be legal force, as in the trial of the Gaines-
ville Eight. Occasionally, appeals to chauvinism are concurrent
with the use of force. One example is the use of the American.
legion in the 1620's as a strike~breaking force agalnst workers,
many of whom wers veterans also. Another example is the assault
on the NYC VVAW/WSO Chapter - 'at Shea Stadium during 4r “Honor
Vietnam Era Vets Night" last summer.

These factors have existed after every war, although their relative
weight varies according to 'the political and cconcmic situation.
Generally, the ruling class has sought to exploit both the first

an? third factors to stifle resistance to oppressive conditions.

- Although the idea of psychotic or terroristic veterans may seem to

be in direct contradiction with the idea of veterans as a privileged
group, they have served the same end-to keep veterans from organ- ,
izing in the most effective way to confront and reﬂolve the - . "

oppress;on they face. , : K

There are more observations which can be made on tkr: veterans move-
ment in this country, but which lack the historical consistency
which the above factors show. Briefly stated, they are:

B
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&, In the past, ‘bhl’czountry has been lar'gcly bt to absorb

" dissent, at least that of veterans, in its Western territories.
Disaffected Revolutionary War veterans werc among the first people
to settle the Ohio Valley and the midwest.  Civil War veterans,
especially those from the Confederacy, flocked to the free lang

in the West in the years after the war. The West was still viewed
as a Mecca of sorts during the Great Depression of the 1930's.
With the closing of the West in this century, thls factor probably

won't enter the picture.

5. Black veterans have rarely organized® around ve¢terans oppression,
-but instea® have directed thelir efforts at Tighting Mational oppres-
sion. Also, in the past, Blacks tended to view participation in
this country's wars as having a liberating effect. Blacks who
served in the Revolution or the War of 1812 were generally freed
after their service. To the 200,000 plus Blacks troops of the
Union Army, the Civil War was a war of national liberation.
Sepregaflon in both Worla? Wars put most Blacks in the position of
having to .excel as soldiers to prove an equalltz that should have
been theirs from the start. What effect the 1948 Bourgeois “desegre-
gation” of the military may have in the current period remains to

be seen. Also, such factors as the migration of the Black Nation
from the deep South and the growth of a Black proletariat may make

- significant differences.

€. Except for officers® society, there was little desire on the
part of veterans to organize as such until after the Civil War.
This may be dur to the unstructured nature of the military prior
to that time. Before the Civil War, there was a small core of
regular troops augmented for short periods of time by militia
units. The bulk of war veterans had been militiamen and probably.
did not tend to view themselves as soldiers in the sense we know.
Hence, they probably did neot v1ew themselves as veterans to any
great Adegree ether.

7. The only example this country has of vcterans who did not win
in the war they took part in is the Confederacy. There veterans
were instrumental in the risc of the Ku Klux Klan. Veterans were
also a major factor in the Bolshevic Revolution and the rise of  °
Fascism in Germany and Italy. Currently, many police agencies
nake an attempt to recruit Vietnam veterans for such units as

SWAT teams and tactical patrol squads. What e¢ffect this will have
in the growing revolutionary situation must be seriously studied.

- The Bonus'ﬂarch

The - Bonus HMarch of 1832 is, in a sense, the exception to most of
what is listed above. PNot only did it occur 14 vears after the end
of Worle War I, but it was a2 genuinely spontancous movement that
included large numbers of Black veterans. It had a considerable
impact on working class struggles in the depression, as well as’
on .the way vets were treated after Worlé War II. It is essentlal
to the future of our polltlcal work that we do as complete and -
object;ve an analvsis of this cvent as possible. Hopefully, this,
along with the articles in Winter Soléicr, will serve as a start.
Two areas of documentation which are lacking in thig work arg
oral interviews with partlcipar s and documcnts from the CP/USA
and the Workers Lx-Servzcemen s League (wESL)
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In the years 1mmer1ate1y following World War I, there was a wave
of labor and radical militancy the frequently involved veterans.
In the Seattle general strike o 1919, a “"Labor War Veterans Guarcd"
was formed to defend the workers interests. In other parts of the
Northwest, the IWW was instrumental in setting up "Solciers and
Sailors Councils"based on the Russion Sovicts. In onc Eastérn
city, a vank and file vets paper, The Home Sector, reported that
30 percent of the radicals arrestes in the 1920 Palmer raids there
were e€X-servicemen. On at least two occasions in the cavly 1920's
veterans lec¢ armed groups of miners in tactlcal ¢ormat10ns 1nto
‘gun battles Wlth scabs and goons.

In adéition, vets faced conditions that weETE Firectly oppressive

to them—-the Veterans Bureau, forerunner of the VA, was inefficient,

" racked with corruption and unable {0 meet the very real needs of .
returning vets. After an initial burst of enthusiasm greeting the
first veterans to return from France, they were looked upon as
trouble-makers and burdens. For the most vart, though, there was
little militant action Hirecteﬂ at these conditions.

“Much’ resentment was directed at war profiteers~both 1nd1v1duals and

corporations. In 1924, Congress was Torced to pass a bill calling

"~ for "acdjusted compensation certificates™ that would pay a bonus to

vets bascd on the length ané nature of their service. These
certificates “ie¢ not com¢ Gue until 1945, a fact that led nany to
describe them as "Tombstone Bonvses“ o .

Black veterans were also actlve =fter World War I. They stood in
the leacdership of the ficht against National oppression. Because
of this, they were singled out for lvnening and police terror in ..

. the "Red Summer"™ of 1910. In many of the riots that occurrecd that

year, Black veterans led armed resistance to their attackers. 1In
at least one instance, Knexville, Temnessce, they beat bvack attaohzng =
Mational Guardésmen arned with machine guns with l;ttle “harm to '
themselves. _ : o o

. -By 1925, however, most of this actlvitj had died away. While the
toumgeo51e fostere” an image of prosperity and growth, the working
class and National minoritics could barely survzve. Only the
reactionary veterans organizations grew-the American Legion, the
VFW, etc. Although they sircssed the common e¢xperience as veterans,
theirappeal was pretty much limite? %o ex-officers and vets from
bourgeois and petti-bourgeois backgrounds.

In 162¢ the Great Depression began and vots-like the rest of the
working class-were hit full force by the shattered economy. The
demand for immediate payment of the Bonus began to take hold.

It was 2 highly popular one. Even the VFW started a petition
campaign for it. The Legion orlp*nally backed it, then reversed
its stand under pressure fron big business. By early 1932, a Bill

. was in Congress calling for inmediate payment of the Bonus. Rank

ant® file vets groups, inclucing the WESL, _appearec in Congress and
demanded passage. The Eovernncnt stated that it would: be infla-
tionary and that paynent was out of the questlon. _




1In April, 1932, the WESL put out a call for a demonstration in
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‘The Mafch Begins

Washington, D.C. and began building for it in the cities where
they were strongest-MNew York, Chicago, Detroit and Cleveland., At
the same time a group of about 250 vets got togcther in Oregon,
apparently unaware of the WISL call, and decided to go to Washington
for the Bonus. They Tormed six companies and elected officers. A
right-winger named Walter Waters got himself elected "Regimental
Commandcr”. The group rode boxcars to East St. Louis, where they
were ordered stopped by railroad officials. In response, they
blockaded tracks and faced dowvn. six companies of Mational Guard.
Their stand generated consideradle publicity and veterans all
over the country tegan making plans to go the D.C.

By llay 31, 1932, there were about 1,300 marchere in Washington
calling +hemsclves the “Bonus Expeditionary Force™ (BEF), and more.
on the way. Waters called togsther the lea’er of the contingents
and forme¢ an Executive Committee of Seven (XC) with himself as .
leader. The DC police chief, Pelham Glassford, a Brigadier General
in the wvar, promised cooperation with Waiers and was named secretary-
treasurer of the BEF. He used his power to break the BEF up into .
8ifferent encampments, mostly in Maryland, and to control the
distribution of food. He also worked with the XC to set up a BEF
MP force. This force became Vaters' and Glassiord's basic means

of control. Glassford later said of {his vigilante force:

The BEF Military Police worked intimately with the Metropolitan
Police under my command...where the Metropolitan Police under my
command had to stop as a matter of law,: the BEF IP's carried on. =

'Glassford put out a call to state governnments and the rail monopolies

. o prevent new Bonus Marchers from arriving in DC. He also moved z%

to 'cut off Foot and water supplies to the encampments. Vets kept

arriving and the peonle of DC and the area kept feeding them until
he backed Aown. Although the leadership of all the reactionary ; 2
vets organizations~ the Legion, the VFW andé DAV, ¢tc. -condemned

the BEF, their »ank ané¢ File actively supported it by helping

marchers «n-route ané supplying food to the encampments. By the

end of the first week of June, therc were cloge to 8,000 veterans
in DC, some with families. ' .

The Role of the WESL

Although the WiSL put out the first call for a demonstration in DC,
it's pretty apparent that they weren't prepared for the spontaneous
reaction that followed. Nor were they prepared for the speed with
which Waters and Glassford moved to co-opt any revolutionary seffect
the BEF might have. After the first vets began arriving, the WESL:
opened an office in DC and began putting out its positions.

(Without any WiSL literaturc, it's har? to tell what these positions
were-generally they seemed to concentrate on demanding rank and file
elections, abolishing the P force, and being more militant in the
¢emand of the.Bonus.? - -
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ﬁany of the vets organizcd by the WESL rejectcd Waters' undemocratic
lcadership and moved or were thrown ouit of the "official" encamp- :
‘ments. About ~00 moved into some abandoncd buildings on Pennsylvania
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»* Ave., near the White House. The WESL leadership put out a eall
‘'~ Zer more organizing oFf vets to join the BEF and began coiang
progsagenda and agitational work in the encampments. ~ Harassment
- and beatings werce so common they had to 1eaflct surreptlou Iy,

+ I%'g possible that Watérs' MP force murdered somc_oi the WiSL

+  workers, whose bodies were found floating in the Potomac-

I.: New York City, a WESL contingent of 00 vcts took over the

23rd St. Ferry to Hoboken. There they were narched {rom railysrad
to railyard until it was apparent the authorities were sta111ﬂ_

‘At the same time, a zroup of 18 vets organized by reactionarics
was supplied with food, transmortation and 7unds by the "pollcc TS
eitizens of Fewark". ' ' -

*he WESL callcd for a march on Congrcss for June &th. The XC
vIsponded by calli1g a "Read, White and Blue" paradc for the eveni-
of June ?th. About &,000 marchers participated in this parade
‘nlch, vhﬁrr heavy pollCP guard, avoided the White House ang
Jisbanded hefore cntfrlng the Capluol Grounds. The next day unly
¢ Sraction of that numbsr showed up for the WESL march and it was
casizd ofT, At no time in the first w=eks of the Bonus March wes
“he WERL able to mobilize many vets to attend their actions.

Tre 3ET Scttles In

:y mid-June, there were about 20,000 Bonus Marchers in DC. ilost
vweye in four BEF encampments; the largest, Camp Marks in fLinnecoii-
¥iz%te, held 12,000 people (including 300 chlld*en) Internal apilv,
in the XC and the failvre of the WESL June fth march allowed Wavars
2 consvlidzte his hdd on the BEF. New contingents were rogise
~2red in a ceremony which involved salutlng the flag and takine a
rofge against M"liquor and communism™. Known WESL E“Ppathi TS
wore € jectéd from the camps. Contingents from tihe South were
2)lowed to segregate thelr areas. The [P and informant ne*vﬁ“f VE 5
¢> heavy that many Maichers refused to talk to strangers.

Tem ambr my

Gavtingents continue? to arrive in DC. They were met at the DC
Line by Waters' MP's and told to ione down their banneres and sign-..
200 weemarently crippled vets arrlveo from thé Naticnal Soldiers
",me in Tenncsssce. A confwngent of 1,000, under its electcd
readeyr, Jobn Pacc, arrived from Mlchlgan and Ohio. In Tolcdo.
thzy hadé taken over a railyard and occupied a roundhouse vhers
saey were surrounded by 800 police with tear gas and machine gune.
12,000 nsopls showed up to ,0ffer support andé supply them with
Tood until the polics backesd ¢owmn. By late June, a daily ncws-
paper, The BEF N-ws. vas being publishsd.

'7n mid-June, the House pafscﬂ the Bonus Bill and sent 1t to ths
Sznate . where it was scheduled for a vote on June 17th. Thet oz,
“lassfo”d had key drawbridges waised, 1solat1ng most of the BRF i

~heir cncampments. 4bout 10,000 vets managed to reach the city
wavore it was announced that the vill was overwvhelmingly defcatzd.
“he police, with Yaters' backing, tried to move the vets baCk 1o
heir encamp“cnt At this vaters® helé¢ began cvacklng and.

mmbar of contlngcnts moved into DC, 1nclud1n* Pace's contlngfnt
0 most of the Marchers from HNew York and Cblcaﬁo. They joined
ulth the WESL to fornm the Central Rank and File Committce (CRFC

‘ne BEF broke into half a dozen dlfferent Tactions and Waters redl s

-
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¢ Two days later, Waters regained poved in a riggc®®lection that
. was-never even held in Camn Marks. “He immediately purged his
*  opponents from the XC and reformed his MP's into a company of
" *shock troops” armed with riot batons. He ordered 2a hour of
orill cvcry imorning for the entire BEF and stated:

If any man in the BEF refuses to carry out my orders, he
will be dragged out of Washington by the MP's. To hell with
Glassford ané civil law. . '

Around thls time, the CRFC called its ¢1rst action. Waters had
the MP's seal off the camps to prevent anyone from joining them

- and threcatened them with rcactionary violence. To preserve unity,
the CRFC called thelr march off. _

By mid-July, thers were between 25, 000 and 30,900 vets in the area:
of which 1,000 were camping dlrectly on the Capitol grounds. :
Vice Presicdent Curtis orcered a detachment of 100 ilarines to the
Capitol grounds; 35 of them refused to leave their barracks and the
rest refuscd to obey any orders once there. Congress preparcd

to take another vote and Waters marched to the Canitol with 10,000
marchers. In order to regain his hold on the BEF, he arranged with
. Glassford to be arrested-two times- to chants of "We Want Waters".
Afterwar?®s he claimed he won major concessions from Glassford
without ever saying what they were. Immeciately a:ter that
Congress ad journed without passing the Bonus.

The End of the BEF

With Congress ad journe?,many of the Marchers began drifting out
of Washington. Waters' hold was slipping Ffast and he resorted to
open fascism by calling for the formation of an organization to
be named the "Kakhi Shirts". He said of it:

Inevitadbly, such an organization brings up comparison with
the Fascisti of Italy ané the Mazis of Germany. For fivs
years, Hitler was lampoone? and deridcd. But today he
controls Germany. Mussolini was driven from Italy because
~of his political views. But today he is a world figure.

By late July, the CRFC was becoming a strong and militant force.
They began calllnﬁ narches on the White House to demand that
Hoover order Consress into speclal session. On July 20th, Pace
led 7 different attcmpts to picket the White House-cach from a
different direction. Each timc they were stopped by police and
finally Pace wes arrested. -At the samc time, the government
rcached the “ecision to clear the BEF out of Washington. -

On the 21st, an order was issued to the BEF to be out by August Lth.
All government cquipment on loan to the BEF was recalled and
eviction orders were prepaved for the abancones buildings the CRFC
occupied. DMilitary units were placed on alert in the DC area and
most GI's who had served in Worla War I or who had expressed any

- sympathy with the BEF were placed on special duty. Camps where
WEEPONS were std?ed were placed under especially heavy guard.

On the 25th, Pace was relcascd on bail and promptly lcd a group
to picket the White House. They were attacked by police and Pace
and 7 others were arrcsted for 1ncxtement to riot. Around this




i.time it was rcported that members of Watrrs XC had bcen r'ce1v1ng
' $20 'a day from Glassford.  On the 26th, Waters was informed of the
Government% plans to move against the BEF. on the 28th. He told ne ons.

On the aftrrnoon of July 20th, "Bloody ThursﬂaV“. the governmbnt
macde its move: Police were sent to clcar the buildings on Pennsyl-
vania Ave. occupied by the WESL. In the fighting there, one vet
was killed and another fatally wounded. Immediately after that,
_.army units commanded by Douglas FacArthur-infantry, cavalry and

tanks-arrived and began to clecar the city. The BEF:fell back

“slowly and tooX many casualtics in the street fighting, especially
to the caval—y charges. Infantry in the rear burned and destiroyed
the helongings of +he Marchers. A number of innocent tystanders
were also 1n3u“cd by the army. The official explanatlon was that
they panlckf ané run into the horses.

In the late afternoon. the army moved against the camps outside-of

LC using the same tactics. In the fight at Camp Marks, two infants

died of gas poisoning. By the next morning the Bonus March was
ovcer and the veterans had dlsperscd

"

Aftermafh

The mayor of Johnstown, Penns;lvanla offhre' to let the BEF
encamp in a baseball park therc until they had recovered. Waters
accepted the offer and led about 7,000 vets and 400 dependants
there where they found themselves put on display by local merchants
as a tourist attraction. Some WESL workers also vwent along to con-
tinue agitation. -After about two weeks of hunger and confusion,

they disbanded.
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Other Marchers were shuntec forth betwcen bharricades manned by

DC, Maryland and Virginiz police until they finally found a way
out of the arca. The CRFC called for continued resistance in DC,
but only a hanéful of liarchers rcsponded. On the 29th, informants
fingerec about 50 of the most active CRFC members for arrest.

Theé remainder weremarched out of Washington by policc. .The govern-
ment began spreacing stories that most of the BEF participants '
w.re not vots, but were instead criminals, reds and aliens. A

fev pzople made attempts to capitalize on the name over the next
few years, but these attempts failed. The Bonus March was over.

General Observations _ ,

<t would be imp0581blc to fully sunt up the erpericnee of the

Benus March and its political fieaning at. this point. Too much
¢mains to be studied, both concerning the specifics of the March

- and the subsequent effect it had on workers® struggles in the
1930's.’ Some observations can be maée, howev:r: -

a0 The Bonus March was a spontancous response to the nationwide
economic crisig-not to any con”itions that were particularly
oppressive to veterans. The Bonus was the most accessible means

of. rel1eving +he crushing poverty they Faced as unemployed workers
or ﬂlsposscssed farmers or failed tradesmen. To Ilght Tor it, .

“hey aligned theinsclv.s on the basis of their status as vets.

Had there been a chance for other forms of relici- say, farm relief,
many would have ;ought for it on that basis. Their identity as




VL‘Lt.l.aun. howevet,, reobably lod many s feel 'I'huy ltadl a spec:al
chance of ach15v1ng their demand. . :

b) The WESL was not the leacding force of the Bonus March (ekccpt

. possitly 1n terms of political development). Their call for the

March was in many ways coincidental with the spontaneous growth

- of the BEF. Mo were they ever in a position to lead more than a

gmall vercentaze of vets curing any part of the Bonus kiarch.: The
intense red-baztlng and . paramilitary activity of the Waters clique

_kept them on the defensive for most of the liarch. It's possible

that they were taken by surprzse to the extent that they were-
unablc to formulate any eifective courses of actlon. but without thor-
ugh study of WESL propaganda and criticism, this is only conjecture.

c) For the most part, the Bonus Marchers were there solely to -~ i

-demand the payment of the Bonus. PFew seemed to question either the

nature of the political system or the valicity of their military
service in Worl” War I-at least not while the March was still
going on. In itself, this is fine, but there is no evidence that
there was any effort to bring either capitalixzm or. the nature of
Worle War I into question by the WESL. _

d) Vets' chauvinism was a strong factor in the co-optation of the
Marchers' struggle. liore than any other cause, it was chauvinism
that allowed Waters and his cohorts to maintain the control they

- did over the BEF. Certainly, the 1P and informant force was a

factor, but it is hard to believe that 25,000 plus war veterans,
none of them tied down with material possessions, could be that
easily cowed. Thé fact remains that the majority of the BEF
followed Waters' sell-out leadership to the end. "Vets' chauvinism-
+the appeal to pr1v1lege- when combined with rabid anti-communism,
was a potent force in both holding the EEF together and blunting

its impacf. _ . _ . . "

e) Regardluss of 1ts eventual effect, most narticmpants felt the
Bonus March to be a failure. There seems %to have been little or
no ¢ffort made to view the struggle for the Bonus in a long-range
perspective. To nost, it was secen as a one-shot attempt that
failed. Thus, wvhen Roosevelt signed the Bonus into law durlng the
"New Deal" he was in a 3001t10n to claim credlt for it.

The Historlcal Impovtance of the Tndochina War in the Development
‘of the Vetcrans bovement, L .

b e

The Indochina War is the longest major war this counfry has been ‘
involved in. It is also the third deacflisst in terms of casualties. -

- A full analysis of this war is impossible here, but some of its

unique factors-in terms of the historical experience of this country
and its. veterans' moveminis-should be brlefly noted.. {While the
war continues in a comprador forrn, we are viewing it in the context
of or§an1z1ng U.S. veterans of the war. Thercfore, past tense 13

used

{.. It was an openlv Amperialist and neo-coloniallst war in nature.

It lackesd the supportlvr vationales and legitlmate purposes of

earlier major wars. Unlike this country's carlier imperialist
*interventions”, it involvéd large numbers of dra?tees and was

w1dcly coveree in the press._ : . : o _ L _‘hJA.‘
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*. 2. Iv was a military defeat for the. U.3. Because of its protractcc
rature and the. pecularities of the rotation system,many veterans
don‘®% consciously realize this. . Most vete“ans, however, do agree
that it was sensnleos and unnece ssary. S : ﬁ

3. The na*ure of a peonle s war, and the hleh y ?9chnolog1cal
regponse of the U.S., strloprd the Indochina -~ xperience of any
sense of purpose or mission for most participants. The only lﬂglc
of the war was that of percondl curvlvai ,_,y;.
L, There was no concurrent mob11¢za+1on or dlslocatlon of civil
soc1ety. In acdition. there was little awareness- -much less 9ppre~
ciation.- of the rxperlences of *eturnlng veterans. .
<. The war was conductcd entlroly oy a caveer-orlcnteﬁ military.
Jnlike eaviier major wars wheve large-scale mobilization affectéd
all levels of the militavy, *this one was foyght with a standing army
That provi‘ed a prolessional officer and .NCO-corps whose 1nteres*€
"dere often totdlly at ovds wlth thoqe of the*r troops- ' -
~. I+ vas arcompanleo by large-scale 5001al and cultural uphéaval-
a gencration. gap, the antiwa» movemert, Black struaglus, the n&w -
lef+. While social and cultural change. often. accompanlgs war, the
specific ﬂonffnf of. thése, chan fes is Unlque,:‘ G gy o

-

-

7. It was accombanled by a dlslnte raflon of +hs po11+1na1 institn.
tions of this country. With the’ excentlon of the Confederacy, it s’
probable: that no veterans of any of this country's yars have scen '
Lhe institutions they supposedly fougnt for dlscredlt themvclveq

i1l such a .ehort pevloﬁ o; tlme. ' ST s s T

X B i T

e, There was a v,\u.f:t—':slzvf‘ea'1 ﬁ‘SlﬂfGE?&*th of the milltary from
within. The forms of personal and collective resistance to the
cenditions of the military were so widespreadé thet, for a while at
ieast, many of its components ceased to function. Again, th: only
parallel occurs in the Confederacy. L
<. The“‘=nemv‘ was openly communist. In view of the manner in
which anti-communism was used against progr6531ve -struggles afcer
'botu World Wars, even though the opposing sides were not communist,

this may turn out to'be significant. Given the courage and steac-
fast resistance of the Vietnamese people, compa“ed with the corrup-
- tion and brutality of the Sajegon regime, this argument may have
1ittle or nc effect on: the veterans of this war.. .

L T T
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i i OPPRFQQTON Yy VLTLRANS
People have needs t& must be met if they are } function in
society as full and proAductive human beings. However, throughout
“he course of history, some .groups of people have been systematic:
211y denied the resources to meet their needs. Groups that are
dﬂnlrd the opportunity to fully meet their needs - are be ing opp“rsse:.

A group is oppressed because it lacks the po11tical power to
,)“atect and advance its own interests. In the final an31J51s. a
aroup’s political power is determined by how much control it has
over the forces which produce the necessities of life for socisty.
“hn oppressor group controls enough of the means of production to
2llow it to meet its own needs, plus some¢ of the needs of othzars.
An oppressor group uses its economic contrel in the political
ficld to ensure that oppressed groups don't unite to threaten the
nesition of the oppressors. Within this framework, we can look -
[af the oppre551on of veterans., R

Pirst, however, we must make a dlstlnctlon between oppression ard
rxp’01ia?1on. Exploitation is the extraction of surplus value fren
+he laror of workers. The working class produces énough to
support both itself and the ruling class, but part of what it
2roduces is stolen from it.. Exploitation is a relationship
vetween classes. It is rooted in the economic basis of socicty.
Oppression is a relationship between groups of peoplie with
disferent social characteristics, such as race, class, sex,
religion, ete. Oppressor groups oppress other groups on the barsis
of these characteristics.  Oppression is an aspect of the political
surerstructural layer of society. Exploitation and oppression
nave always existed hand-in-hand throughout history, and they
existed long before the present imperialist system. But it is

exp301ta?10n that is primary. Ruling classes, have always ini-

' 2ted znd encouraged oppression to malntaln thelr own particular

ekplo:tatlve system.

Most veterans suffer the same exploitation that other mcmbers of
the working class face in this country. But, they also suifer =z
Torie of oppression that is directly related to their participation
in the m1111ary. Examples of the needs that arise from this form
of oppression are: medical treatment for military-rclated injurics,
ré¢habilitation fronm mlllta"y related drug addiction; and freedo:n
from the stigma of bad ¢ischarges. The depth of this oppression
is measured by the extent to which a society has the resources tc
meet veterans' legitimate readjustment needs and systematically

fails 1o do so.

5.2

megzative side The positive side is that veterans will broaden
their understanding of the political struggle as well as make
mzterial gains that will contribute to their material well-being.
Tn: nepgative sife is that veterans may tend to see the strusgle e
et their needs as a narrow economist one, apart from the other
struggles of the working class and oppressed peoples. There is 1.2
reason that this should happen. The productive capacity of advanced
cepitalism is such that all the legitimate needs of the people of
ci.ig covntry could be casily met. What keeps this from taking
Place is the obsolete structure of capitalist sconomic relations-

©he fight against veterans® oppression has both a positive and
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' o THE. STRUGGLE AGAINST IMPERIALISM .
‘Mny objective analysis of the goals and tasks facing the anti-
imperialist movement, or any sections of it, has to include an )
inderstanding of the .conditions. of -the imperialist system, the make-
“ip of,the forces opposed to it and what the major trends in the world ..°
-today .are.. We recognize our limitations in summing this up at - PO
this pein: either as a chaptér or an organization, because it's a

task that we . have not taken up in a scientific way. This effort -

#as completely.lackinz in the position put forward by the NO.. This .

1as béen a serious failaure in the development of a clear two-line
struggle. This is a rejsction of the responsibility for investi- .
‘ration and study that falls to anyone who puts forward a political = -
pasit_’ion. R T : C o e __‘.,"'- . o -" R

y oot y - S Coh

A further understanding of the forces in the world today can only =

be veachead through the development of our theory through practice
and strugele. We hope that this will spark a dialogue that will

sarry forward the internal political cducation of our organization.

This is net to advocate that VVAW/WSO develop a line on these

juestions as that is the role of a communist organization. We sece

that VVAW/WSO must remain a mass organization and that if it fails

to carry forward political zducation among both its membership and

its base it is sure to stagnate. @ . I e

R Ny rep.

As we look to the world situation, we can sek Yhat revolution is _ -
the major trend. From the nations.under colonial and neo-colonial '
omination to the ha&tions of imperialism itself, this system is
being ferced Lo take the defensive. Imperialism is the highest
stage of capitalism, where its exploitation is most brutal and its
sppression most severe. The pioples of the world are rising up
3gainst this super exploitation, particularly in the most e¢xplolted
sector, the Third Werld. - Third World struggles for liberation cut
imperialism off from its market$s and primary sources of cheap labor
and raw materials, destroying its ability ot expand.

YR
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In order to finance their defensive efforts and maintain profit,

the imperialist powers must stecp up their attacks on poor and
rorking people within their own torders. The brunt of these attacks
are borne by thée oppresscd nationalitiesg, women, youth and oldg
people. Black, Puerto Rican, Chicano, Asian and Native American _
peoples face disproportionately high unemployment as they are the s
last to be hired and the first.fired. Thils special oppression is B

R

perpetuated by the use of racism which enables the exploiters to .
1ivide the working class. Women are held as a reserve to be ' -
nanipulated in and out of the labor force, at the worst conditions
and lowest wages, to serve the. interests of the ruling ciass. The
usc  of sexism maintains women in their #0le as. housekeepers and
thil® care workers as well. Prisons and the military serve as
receptacles for alienated working class youth who feel that they
‘have no other prospects in their dismal futures. These conditions
point clearly to the key struggles for the anti-imperialist move-
rent to take up. The struggle will be hard and long, but the
prospects are bright. o - :

.The way that the NO proposes that VVAW/WSO link up with these
struseles does not express the gecnuine solidarity that we have
with them. Only as this solidarity is strengthened will the anti-
imperialist movement develop into a force capable of smashing the
imperialist system. - '




,J;“,.q~wufla“b pig'éﬁd WOomen being. in the milltary May not be the

Primary cqntyadictlon that they have witp the imgerialis? System. I

Same way that the Strugeie around women in the °Trfanizatjoep has 1¢a4 8

the Membership to dga) #ith sexjgt Practice apg ideag, v (our underline)ﬁ

A1+hough the membership is beginning (o} develop Some understanding : B

Of what Sexist Practice and idegg a8re, the way in which they have been -3

“deal+ With" hag 0ften been Mechanical not Politiea;, We must combat 2

sexism ag g Political ideolggy, not Simply as a.barrier.to recrgitment.j
no

e

with Surface manzftsfatzons. lthough these re importan+ Struzglegs 3
0 take up, w € to combat racism net nly ag ji t1€cts Thiyg Worlqg ]
Psople direct) ’ S a secong ideology Prop which S Penetrareg i
11 asses of Merican Society anpg Which 1j €wise djv des ¢ 0se who ¥
Mmight pe United agajngy imperiaj i . . £y

. Ag g mass anti-imperialist organization; it ig €ssentia} that tpe work - s
of Vvaw SO be linken on g hationg) level to thesge struggles and that ¥

;. oup membersh P and page will develop 2 greatep ability to apply these
: : & : €S, .

-

chapterg be; Conscioyg of the need- ¢p leng material.polifical Support
¢ A :

€M ag an important bart of our On-goings wovk, Through thig work,
i

5 s Ll =

One of the main weaknesées Of ‘the Antieway Rovement was the limitegq
fartlcipation of Working clagg pcople.'This Weaknesg wag o
td‘d d - - - L) L)

€ reason

11 not evelop ap ti-3 Perialist cons ’ousness on broadep
Scale ana limiteq i efTbctiveness i Erovidineg aterial Support fop
€ Strugeje of the Vietname € people. Tt would rreet fop

AW/, cek become a worklng clasg organzzatlo a mags
oreanization it can gng should relate ¢ ma Segments op U.s. Society,
Owcver, becauge ir ¢ »xploitatipn f the work class yng T impepr.
8lism ang the roje Must play in ¢ €struction T imper; lig

%he work of anyv anti-imperialist-organization would e nRcomplete ir
-t Aq Not in par¢ Provige Support for the Srrugples for Nationa}
iberation being wage o Within the ?hi;ﬁ Worla, 1+ was the victory of

2
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heé entire system of imperialism. = Although the 1e!l!h9 forces
‘zithin this victory were the Vietnamese themselves, forces through-
Jut -the ‘'world 1nc1udlng the anti-war movement in the U.S. and its
"1ilitary helped in this effort. The Third World struggles for
.iveration and self-dctermination are a leading factor in the
gstruction of 1nperlallsm. Their role and that of anti-imperialist
_:rganlzations within the imperialist states are directly linked
':stﬁmperlallsm becomes encircled from w1thout and destroyed from
in.

v ';: :.ﬂt' N 61 and Prison Organizing

Phe section of thls paner on veterans oppression dcals with the

vay in which we must takeup the tasks before VVAW/WSO in organizing
reterans into the antl-zmperlallst movement. In addition to those
and the tasks addressed in the previous section, The Strugele
‘\gainst Imperialism, VVAW/WSO as. a mass ant1-1nper1a1lst organiza~
tion must d=zvelop its ongoing work in the areas of GI and prison
srganizing. There are many objective differences between the
ronditions that GI's and prisoners face. Howcver, there also exist

fnany Similarities:,

1. Both the mllltary and prisons serve asreceptacles for alienated
.. working class youth.
2. Both the military ané prlsons involve dlsproportlonate numbers
- . of ThirA World people.
3. Both the military and prison system serve as direct 1nstruments
in the maintainence of the imperialist state.
4. The struggles within both include the struggle against the
deprivation of cunstitutional rights.
8. Both GI*s ancd prisoners experlence isolation from the general
-;populatlon- _ .

VVAW MSO has had on-going practlce in the GI movement over a long _
period of time. In dealing with the conditions of GI's in the mili-
. tary, we have “eveloped an understanding which enabled us to take :
vp the strusgles of prisoners as well. Both areas of work are
addressed in the p051t10n put forward by the NO.

The Buffalo Chaptsr has had no experience in GI organizing, there-
fore it would be presumptuocus of us to attempt to put forward an
extensive analysis of GI work on a proposal concerning it. However,
‘'we have disagreements with the NO position in terms of what our role
as an organization should be within the GI movement. The NO says
that “Besides providing an anti-imperialist analysis;" our work in
the GI movement "must be viewed from the point of view of conscious
leadership-leadership that serves a .vanguard role of always being
‘out in front showing the best -possible way to carry the struggle
forward-leadership that is continually trying to initiate action.

‘to organize GI's to fight back". In addition, they say that “we
shoule always be prepared to go to these struggles and do all
possible to broaden and feepen them,. constantly striving to inject
as much political content into them as possible." Is the NO
presuming that we have the experience in the GI movement, over

al)l other forces in that movement, to take the role of the cadre
organization for GI's? 1Is the NO saying that the strugzles of Gl's
would not have political content if we did not "strive to inject
it?" We see that to continue-and develop our work in the GI movement
is very important. We agree with the NO when they say that clvxllans
nust take an active role in that movement because C.
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'y of the position that {l§’s are in. We recognize 3% because of our

Y 1large voteran membersMip, VVAW/AWSO has the abili

o relate to

¢ the GI movement that many other mass anti-imperialist organizations
2 Jack, However, VVAW/WSO roes not shave the experience in . the GI

e

movement to take the vanguard role in that movement. Tgis @s_
pure arrogancel VVAW/ASO is a mass, not a cadre, organization.

 Phe statément of the NO that we must “inject” political content

i into GI struggles shows nothing but contempt for the consciousness

. of GI's in carrying out those struggles.

The Buffalo Chapter is just beginning to devolop analysis and
~practice ‘around prison struggles. Again, it would be presumptuous
- 40 put forwar¢ an extensive analysis in an area where our practice

-is 1limited.

We have been involved in prison struggles through our practice in
and around the struggles of the Attica Brothers and Martin Sostre.
This practice is now expanding into the prison struggles in general.
As we gained a greater understanding of the meaning and importance

.of these struggles, we realized the necessity of developing an

. analysis of prisons and prison struggles and the so-called

. eriminal justice system in general. We realize that prisons are

" used as a direct instrument of repression in the imperialist state.
- We realize they are used to physically attack those who rise up
~against impcrialism and that along with the hourgeols ideology of

"law and order” serve as essential bulwarks for the tottering
imperialist system. The Third Worle communities, because of their
super-cxploitation and the subsequently higher lev:l of resistance
to imperialism, fecl most sharply the brunt of this attack. The
importance of prisons and prison struggles can be seen from the

fact that many leading voices within the anti-imperialist movement,

expecially amond Thire World people, trace vital stages of their

-dgveloprent to time spent facing the most brutal forms of oppresszon

and exploitation within prisons. The importance of prison struggles

- 3is also clear because they directly attack a special repressive
. mecahnism of the imperialist state, the bourgeois ideology of law

and order and racism. We agree with the national office that VVAW/

. WSO cannot organize the prison struggle. As within ths military,

it is internal forces that must play the leading role. And also,
as within the militray, the diligent support of outside forces

~ is vital. The NO reduces much of theanalysis of our prison work

to the question of whether or not it includes vreal members or
chapters of VVAW/WSO. We should be involved in struggles where we

- provi‘e material political support on the basis of whether or not

they dcal sharp blows to imperialism and on the potential they have

: in educating our membership apd basc and the broader segments

- of society it is possible for us to rcach. Choosing our struggles

" on the basis of whether they build real membership is mechanical
and opportunistie. VVAWAISO will build itself and the anti-imperw

-~ ialist movement by taking up important struggles against imperialism-

. not the other way around.

' We agree with the NO that we have built up a good reputation within

 the prison movement on the basis of our practice. However, it is

subjective apd self-serving analysis to put forward that practice
as the D.C. Demonstration and VA take-overs since much of our

. prison work developsd before those actions took place. We find

that it is honest, principled and consistent practice around these-

_-struggles which is the most important €lement in building that

eond
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}Giveﬂ the importance of prison struggles, the broa L

! practice around prisons and the courts within VVAW/WSO, the diffi-

- ““culty of tuilding ties with the prison movement and the lack of

?conerete support for it, it is vitally important for VVAW/WSO to

“not only keep up, but expand where possible, the prison work we

are doing. The NO states that our prison work will continue as i
“long as “time, energy and money” hold out. We think that our : B
“.prison work, based on an understanding of its political importance

" should continue until the imperialist system, which built and is

‘maintained by those prisons, is smashed or until there is no

longer significant material political aid we can lend to it.
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AR R Democracy and VVAW-WSO.

- The August NSCM pointed out an area that was severely lacking in
. VVAW-WSO0. That area is in the form of democratic representation. We
* found at the Buffalo NSCi that 3 chapters comprised over 1/3 of the
i3 delegatlon present at this meetzng. All three of these chapters also
. represented regions of which region and chapter were one and the same,
;. 1.e. - (Northern 1111n01s-Iowa), of which .the whole chapter s member-
. ship attended the NSCM. -. . .

- Regions that had only 6 active members in the entire region were

Cgranted a 5 vote status that gave them the same amount of voting
leverage on political struggles as such regions as Callfornla-Nevada,

- New York-Northern New Jersey. HOINKWVAWFA has many chapters and in

. fact more active members in one committee within chapters than the
entire membership of some of the 5 vote reglons.

This is of essense sham democracy. In fact. in no way, shape, or
form can this method of voting adequately reflect the wishes of the
membership of VVAVW-WSO.
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Summary

This paper is a summation. of the investigation the Buffalo chap-
ter has conducted arocund the struggle in VVAW-WSO. In it we take
political positions on many of the questions being raised within
that struggle, but this paper is n~t meant to be the "line” of our
chapter or a prOposal for the resolutlon of that struggle, '

We see that proposals for the future focus and programmatlc work.'.
of VVAW-WSO should come out of political struggle and not be put
forward at the beginning of those struggles in such a way as to set
the terms and prematurely define the boundaries of it. _

We see that the components of these proposals should he aimed at
striking blows at the imperialist system. We do not seek to become
the entire anti-imperialist movement, but understand that as a mass
organization within we have a responsibility to aid in its growth
along a broad front. We cannot concentrate our efforts on simply
developing a2 narrow part of it or try to take a vanguard role within
it. This is not the function of a mass organization. The primary
tasks of a mass organization Ifiv: to actively érjose imperialism
through the education of its membership and base and providing mater-
‘ial political support for struggles waged against imperialism.

In order to do this we we have to engage in programmatic work
that relates to and flows from our development as an organization
and our base and membership. For VVAW-WSO, as a specific mass organ-
ization, ihis wouid mean work around amnesty, the legitimate readjust-
ment demands cof veterans and material political aid and solidarity .
for third world struggles for li‘oratlon, particularly in Indoohlna.

. We have an obllgatlon to partlcipate in concrete struggles bezng

waged against racism and sexi 1 which serve as ideological props for
imperialism and explololve property relations. This struggle, and
ogrtgartlclpation in it, cannot be limited to any single manifestation
0 em. . _ _

In additipn, our partiolpation in struggles where we cannot be the
leading factor is necessary to insure the contlnuation of the social
practice needed for our own development.

~

This paper has included criticisms of some of the positions being
put forward and some areas of practice. We have striven to be princi-
pled and precise in these criticisms. Our goal is that the organiza-
tion seriously consider {em and evaluate these positions and this
practice in light of them. :

The purpose of this paper is to present what we have learned and

- help spark the struggle on a broader range, based upon more concrete
investigations than have tzken place so far. We hope that the NSCH,
‘thapters and individuals of VVAW-WSO will take the time to seriously
study what we have put forward, conduct their own investigations and

criticize this paper. We vielcome such criticism! We will try and con-

structively respond to criticisms put forward, striving to clarify our

positions where they are unclear, develop them where they are 1ncomp1ete

- and correct them where they are in error.
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points of the

“‘What follows is a sumnary of what we see as the K

. National Office position, taken from the Political Statement of
the National Collective on the Nature and Future of VVAW-WSO, the
Clarification Faper of the HNational Collective Fosition Paper on
the Future of VVAW-WS0O, the Statement and Froposal on Building

the Anti-Imperialist GI Movement, the prison newsletter Inside/Out
#5, and the National Office Report to the 12th and the 1i3jth NSCM. -
».  We tried to list the major aspects of their position on each of 9 .
. questions or areas. *

gy SN €
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the continuation of “outside® work
Racism and Sexism
the WSO concept--non-vet participation

1) +he concept of the United Front Against Imperlallsm '

'2; Mass vs, Cadre Organlzatlons _

3} What is a Focus? _ - : : . &
4) what is a National Program? : : e &
5) What is the spontaneous veterans movement? . #
6) the GI movement _ R e
7) - -
o}

9

United Front Against Imperialism (UFAI)

1) there is a devedoping UFAI, outside any formal plan or declar-
ation. It is unclear at this point what type of party will be
leading this UFAI. The UFAI must be organized "at the enter-.
prizes”, or around the specific oppression that affects var-
ious ségments of society under Imperialism. (NO Fos. Pap. &
Clarification) e

2) basis of understanding of UFAT - Dimitrov quote: “UFAI is a

broad mobilization and unification of the masses from below,

at the enterprizes, around the united organ for struggle
created by the masses themselves." These "united organs®

for struggle must spring up "at the enterprizes.- (WO ros.

Pap. - underline ours to indicate dirrerence between quotes)

example of UFAI: July 1-4 Demo in D.C. (NO Fos. Fap.) '

political unity around the concept of UFAlis not necessary

to unite with focus on vets and GI's. (Clarlflcatlon )

£
|

Mass Vs. Cadre Organizatiens
1) there is. a tendency in VVAW-WSO to limit its work and devel-

. ope into a cadre type organization. VVAW-WSO must remain a ‘
mass organization capable of uniting as many people as poss-
ible against imperialism. Uain value of a mass ogr. - ca-
pacity to involve a broad spectrum of society. (NO Report
to 12th NSCH - April 1974) -

2) “*one incorrect analysis of VVAW-WSO can be called ‘vanguard-
ism*", That is, that wé should be a cadre org. to lead the
anti-imp. movement (NO Pos. Pap. - Aug. 1974) '

3) VVAW-WSO must take responsibility for the conscious leader-.
ship of the spontaneous vet & GI movements., Leadership that

. serves a vanguard role - always being out in front showing the
: ge:t gagugo move forward (statement & prop. on GI movement -
ct. 19

e T A P ———
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"~ What is a Focus? ' ‘
1= 1) Focus--center of activity around which we build the org. o F
L Focus will determine base (clarification Faper) h
2) the need for a cohesive National focus has been recognized
gg)we have evaluated our past practlce. NO Pos. Pap. Pp 10 -
Gainesville Action - example of an unfocused org.
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1)

5)

those chapters .at had a Sp&leic focus -.marily amnesty

.with emphasis on vet & GI issues -~ grew and developed. Others

dld not. ;

vhen we worked with a specific focus, as part of a UFAI, we
were. able to pull oif a mllltant national action - July 1-4
demo (NO Foss.Pap.)

What' is a Natlonal Prozram°

1

 2)

2

What is the _snontaneous vets movement9
1)

2)

- 3)

1)
5) .

6)
7)

. t0 lead them in their spontaneous movenent. (NO Pos. Fap.)

8)

unclear ii there is a difference between focus and program)
“focus® and “program” often used interchangeadly. (NO Pos.
Pap, & Clarification)
need for a cohesive national program realized bythe org. °
after anarchists dismembered the national structure in favor

"of regional autonomy. (Denver NSCHM) ' -

national projects can exist outside of national program
examples of things referred to in different papers as "nat-
1onal programs": four demands (current)
calendar of dates for national actions (curr)
the war in Indochina (past)
: Repu?lloa? & Democratic Natlonal Conventxons
- .‘Jf : past :

- under imperlallsm and b) because of their special oppression.

there is a rising spontaneous upsurge of vets who are a)

an identifiable constituency and b) have a speciul oppress-
ion which can be linked to imperialism (NO Fos. Pap.g

the word constltuency is abandoned and c¢riticized, however
vuc ‘content of the concept stays the same (clarification)
we are not in the business of “"ranking oppression” -~ what
is prlmary is" that vets and GI's are oppressed, not how
oppressed they are relative to other constltuenc1es-(clar-
ification)

vets must be organized a) because. of the role they play

*someone" is going to take up the leadershiO role in their

spontaneous movement and it better be us so they're not left
Yo carreerists and opoortunists. (MO Fos. Pap.) . R
we are not trying to organize“évery vet into the org.- just ’ o

thie only way to orgar:-e vets &nto tlie anti-imperialist :
movenent.is to, grgoni ze. an anti-imp. vets movement., lust i
be linked to the antt-imp. GI movement. (clarification) o

a8 nonumental victory of VVAW-WSO was that AVM was exposed fer

what it is. They represent one of the (2) incorrect tend-

encies, in WA\\‘-WSO. (NO Pos. Pap.) o

)
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GI Movement

‘under imp. while we also recognize their special oppression

we must organize GI's because of the role of the mllitary

within the military.

the GI movement is at a low level of activity due to lack of
political and structural unity. (NO Pos. Fap.) S
VVAW-WSO must take the lead in trying to build this structur- :
al unity which is the highest expressxon of political unity.-
(statement and proposal on GI's)

we cannot see the GI movement in isolation from other ‘“.“__‘
struggles. - There must be an anti-imperialist context for our
organizing of G.I.'s. Our work must be viewed from the - -

-~ - ’ ot
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"general demands"

‘other than veterans & GIs dlrectly into the antl-lmperlallst

Racism and Sexism

. around women in the org. forced us to deal with sexism. (clarifie)

A ":“______________p____ AT ‘___'\. N l:,- T, e e R ,. e “.L—d—! .

Btandp01nt of conscious leadership. Cardinal principle -
“must be a fighting G.I. movement. (statement & proposal on
G.I. Novementi _ ' . _

5) The only way to organize G.I.'s into the antl-imperzallst L G
‘movement is to organlze an anti-imperialist G.I. movement i
(clarification) ) L

6) must be linked to antl-lmperialist vets movement (clarific-" S
ation paper) ' . .

The continugtlon of "outside work", aga “support work" aka .

1) Support work is work out51de of the focus of the org. which _

does not take the responsibility of organlzing people directly
into the antiimperialist movement.

2.general demands can be raised that are in the interests of the'

anti-imperialist movement, however immediate demands must relate

3. outside work.is dona,by. chpuﬁgrs because local conditions.

must dictate 1688 pragtices Lécal practice cabhet déctate tie
national focusand the national focus pust be applied ti.ilocal
conditions. (clarifications)

4, we should not & can not take re8ponsib111ty for organizing people

movement. (specifically prisoners.

5. we can continue our "outside work" with prlsoners and around
racism and sexism because there are vets in prisons and there

are women and blacks in the military who are oppressed. (clarif)..

6. no cut back seen in prison work at this time as long as our time
energy and sesources hold out. (Inside / Out #5.)

7. Chapters in prisons cannot have the political and programmatic
unity that the rest of the organ. has.

1. We can organize against racism and sexism with this focus

because racism and sexism exist in the military and women and third -
world people mre doubly oppressed as vets and Gls. y

2.This focus will force us to deal with racism just as the struggle

3. the organization's support of the struggle of black people in
Calro, Ill. was an indicaton of the organization's consciousness
of the links between racism at home and the racist nature of the
war in Indochina. (NO position paper) this was also a beginning
sign of conscious anti-imperialist in the organxzation. .
The WSO concept non-Veteran participation
1.VS0 origxnally envisioned VVAW-%SO as THE mass anti-imperialist
organization in the US (NO pos. paper)
2. NO supports WSO as a means to legitimize the participation of
women and non-vets. (clarification)
3. WSO took root as we became anti-imperialist ‘and were searching
for an anti-imperialist structure and program. .
b, reasons why the org. moved toward WSO concepts
a.ability to draw in vets and non-vets alike
b, few natl. organizations still functioning after the anti-
wap movement faded,
¢c. we were held in esteem by international organizations and
-political parties. _

T
8

At o 0.

;- . @+ there were non-vets, pééticularly women in leadersihlp posTmTﬁnsw éé
' “—L,—-A__mun--u\_.l.nmmu—nd AT S PO R J.h!-._....um‘._.‘__i..mmhlﬂ_. . ‘
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5.. The Gainasville:. action was the first to take place after .
nivo. of the US0 concept and represented and unfocused organization,

6. anti-lmperialishs who see the importance of organizing vets and
GIs and want - to build the anti-imperialist movement will find
VVAW/SO the perfect organization to work in. We can also organize
‘wives, lovers and husbands of vets and GIs into this movement.
(clarification) R

8. Women and non-vets may choodse to 1eave_YVAW/WSO to do work in
others areas. : Y .

s '!!;: f"";'..'.‘ . 1“' fﬂ
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.. VIETNAM VE‘I‘ERAN'f'JAINST THE WAR/WINTER SOT. ‘R ORGANIZATION

‘.., :

fovefrontt 263 Connecticut Street o Mailing Address: Box 902
¢ . Buffalo, New York 14213 : . Buffalo, New York 14205
' (716) P8F-ALLs _ . o

¢ v 0 YEAR'S EVALUATION -
Ve Sregmese A7 R BUFFALO CHAPTER
-.= Peiiticél'ﬁéucafien -

"A. Study Groups

1. 3 Ma"xist-ueninist study groups, with about 35 people'
participating

2, developed political analysis, moved work of organlzatzon forwardg.

AR flrst study group formed Aid not develop an elite, dbut made

- people aware of the nced for study and polltlcal education,
....which resulted in the second and then the third group being
-, .Tormed.

. 4. each successive study group 1earned ‘angd bullt on 1essons of
© " ones before it. - - .

B. Pilms

‘1., good educatlonal tool, effective means of outreach '
2. should have been better planned and coordxnated to develop and
....complement our political work.

3. should have been co-sponsored with other groups, gotten more
exposure. : . _ u

-

c. Literafure , U
1. we've bullt up a supply of antl -imperialist namphlete. most

written by people in revolutlonary struggles 1n the U S- and
throuphout the world. o L -

12" obly mroup 1n city which makes a large varlety of llterature
%rﬁavailable'at reasonable prices. _ :

3."1en61ng 11brary - books available to members and people in
.. ... community; this: 1ibrary is pretiy much utilized.

D. Foeums P 'rh‘.ztﬁw.' v
1.  are developlng technlques for successful polltlcal forums.
2. “are holdlng polltlcal forums on a nonthly basis.

E. Development of Self and Mutual Cr1t1c1sm L ei} . .

i. positive - essential to the further development of political
education and to carry these lessons into our pol;tlcal struegles:

2. aware of the necessity that ee‘neeﬁ @ere‘ﬁ}actice;'
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‘We feel all of these means of Political Education fulfill the criteria set
“forth at the Yelldw Springs NSChi. Additionally, they have concretely and
spolitively affected our liass work. We started our analysis with Political

“Education because we feel that this has haP the greatest effect on all

other work that we've done.
Y

;If' Fass ¥Work
A, bewspaper Sales - o | - A

1. establlsheﬁ a continuous and well-recelved presence at the
- unemployment office, in spite of NCLC's attempts to poison
the atmosphere for politlcal organizing. N

a. it is important to maintain a presence. When there is a
* long period of time between W.S., it is harder to sell themn.

2. we regularly inse?t leaflets into the W.S. (e.g;'Attica News,
Slncle Tyne Dlscharge. demo announcements).

ooz

B. Leaflc»tlng |
1. class analysis in 1eaflets is improving.

2. 'leaflet regularly and bave establlshed presence 1n shopping
~ areas. . -

3. have leafletted door-to-door twlce in the Conneotlcut Street
' (Storefront area) communlty.

a. we should do more leafletting and follow-up.
cC. Demonstratlons and Rallles _
3. VVAH*WSO has taken: leadershlp in major demonstratlons in Bflo

2. we criticize oursclves for partlclpatlng in a demonstratlon
without sufficienf planning, but have learned from that.

3. picketing has becn relatively successful. in SDlTe of short
=i - lead tlme {e. g Attzca trials). : _

b, Vetve part1c1pated in the followzng'demonstréfiohs=

a. Jan. 27 - Inplement the agreements, End Aid to Thieu
i+ anad Lon Mol. .
b. Feb. 26 - Attica, calendar calls
c. --Mar. 29 - Viet Vets Day, Picket at red 1. Blde.
d. Apr. 27 - Attica
€. FKay 10 - Ford’s visit
R ¥ Hay 11 - Chile demo
“he gy May 16 - Rocky deno

o Rhe . June 29 - VA hosp., building for July 1-4 _
. i. Hay 1P~ Arme¢ Farces Day- lest Point
, jo July 1-4, Nat'l. Actions. - 1. Sept. 14, Attica Demo
- k. Sept. 11 « Chile Demo. . "~ m. Qect. 27 - Puerto Rican

e e s#."-. . . Solidarity Day
o , _ : - —
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Péstering o _
egtablished practice of postering once a week _
a. linkec ihto our on—going work, both locally and nationally.

‘b, utilize old hlnter Soldiers, leaxlets, posters, demo announces

: ments, ete.

E. Children's Films

means of outreach into the immediate community.

G.

1. ;
2. films should have more progressive and educational content.
3. membership has not worked collectively here.
'F. Bourgcois Press & liedia )
1. not enough initiative in scheduling appearances on TV, fadio, or
_ comnunications with newspapers. . :
Films and Forums - d;scussed under Political Zdueation.

¢ increasing effectiveness of our hass Work has resulted in quantitative

1 qualitative changegs in our chapter‘s Growth and Development.

X1,

Growth and Development

L

A. Hembership has grown - o,

1. collectivity has inmproved
2. decline in specialization ( more people vriting leaflets, doing
. lay-out, speaking, distribution of work, leadership, represen-
tation at meetings - combat elitism and niche making).
3. more conscious world, view - not so isolated
'_h._wiqgiv;Qual responsibility and discipline have increased
' . @, 'people are more_ serious about their work ané work has improved
. 5. Ybeginning contacts with Third World struggles in this community.
7" have been mace, but participation by Third World people has been
lacking. .
- 6. ‘women taking leaﬁcrshlp role. but number of women participating
remains small.
-7 Regional and National licetings
a. many members have represented this chapter. resultinﬂ in
increased understanding of organlzatlon at all levels.
} R, Soc1a1 Events - softball games and tecam, picnlcs, camp-outs.‘

r
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“ B. Organizational Structure has improved our work.

X0 1. Coordinating Committee (3% elected, rotating members)
*“* a. more clarification' of responsibility

b. dmprovement of functioning of Coord. Commit.
1.  communications (within org. and with other org. )
- a+ monthly newsletter to membcrshlp with 1mproved conter
b. with regional and national offices
¢. wvith other organizations
. 4.  chapter phone llst '
2. collectivity
* ‘3, ‘planning and ;ollow-»hrough

¢. initiates activities

d. plans and coordinates work for demonstrations, often in
) - conjunction with specific internal committess, special
Voo * committees, and out51de orﬂanlzatlons.

2. Planning Comnittee (Coord Comnlt. and representatlves ;rom other
committees).’

a. - mects veekly to formulatc pollcy and to plan and, cooralnate
© activities. '

b. still need to Ccvelop regular commitnent by membership to
- attend anﬂ participate in Planning Comm. mcetlngs.'

'.3. Amnesty- Dlscha ge Upgrading Project

a. Qualitatively improved.
1. mass work

St 2. c0llectivity of action - . v 7 T T o

- .gf'a. on-§oing work e T -

~-+: b, intivicual responsibility - ‘ , ;

f S. growth (1l members) ' #

: 6. speaking to audiences at schools, community meetings. -
, _forums-

g, .Prisoncrs and Pol1t1ca1 Defense 8 *

fe " ~a. has donc stronz work around Attica, liartin Sostre, Gary
i Laviton (e.g., dlnners, plckets. mov1e showings. trial
A ‘- support. e'l-c.) ‘ : )
b 1ack of collectlvity and unclear polltlcal focus resulted i
éecrcasc 1n mass work in summer

ot

¢ in process of re-organlzing and defining polltlcal focus.

5. Regional Support : C '
a. nho longer functzonlnﬁ, althouﬂh it had donc some essential
. . work, in nreventing reg. coord. from becomln 1solated.
.t .- +'should be “re- establishee.
b. hosted FSCH, Auﬂust, 19?&. along w;th support from chapter
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6: _Participation by menbers in struggles outslde chapter actlvities
- {Work place, Day Care) .

.t

a.; €nhances? by membersblp in chapter ‘
b. chapter has not consistently supported this work.

7.  PVS-PMS Committee

a. no longer functioniné due to lack of clear political goals

St - s

8. 'Child Care

a. not presently functlonlnr ' A _ i
- b. attempts to organize chile care falled
1. leaders did not motivate peonle or present a clear program
2. .membership lacked understandlns of negd for child care.

Conmunity Storefront _ : PO -}-_.y

B Establlsheﬁ on—goins presence in communzty

a. self-reliant, no loriger dependent on colieses or university
b: not flash-in-the-pan communlty organlzatlon or fly-by nlght
EI campus group.- S e -
2. Alil work uach out of Storefront.
a. equlpmenf located here.

Acqulsltlons

.~ Magazine rack

1. Gestetner
‘uge of projector

3. more furniture _
5. Offset press second storefront
7. radio paper stock _
9. larger stock of panphlets. off ice materlals, etc.,

-

mmkmg

Relationships with Othsr Organizations :
A. We've establlshsd good working relationships with the fOIIOWlnE group

Attica Brothers Ls#al Defense (ABLD) '
Anti-monopoly Coumittee

Buffalo Vorker

Committee for Chilean Democracy

Rational Lawyers' Guila

Puerto Rican & Chicano Committee
Revolutionary Student Brigade (RSB)
Revolutionary Union (RU)

Youth Agalnst War angd Fascism (YAWF)

\9 W3 T B O

»

Coalition work

~ 1. Farah ’ - 2; United Farmworkers -
?. Amnesty and Reconciliation Coalition ’ Sk
. . ABLD S Comm. for Chllean Democracy A




. .Due to lack o"nderstanﬂmf_‘ of work r‘oneé' organizations, subjccti
* eciticigms had been made by members.

To correct this, we've. star1 A

T ‘eting with one group every other Safurday

1.‘ establish liaisons with these ﬂroups
. B. understand practice of organizations
3. joint sponsor activities, purchasc paper, etc. in bulk.
Mo relationship with CP-YVWLL . o

1.

Antagonistic relations with:
, Spartacist League,

2.
3. Buffalo Police Department

Mational Caucus of Labor Committeces (NCLC)

k. Federal Bureau of Investigation (PBI)

" .Fynd-Raising

due to sporadic fund -raising, back bills, and the need for a
permanent funding base, we asked menbers to pledﬂe p5 or more -

L

“enabled us to regularly- support Reglonal and hatlonal offices,
pay rent-on two storefronts, and contlnue proprams

Committees are crpected to hold fuﬁd—raising events and use these to

promote act1v1tles as well as earn money for the chapter.

These

fund-raising events are galnlng political content and are 1ncrea31ne-

K. Pledge system
1.
per month.
-...2.. 20 people partzclna+e
. g" range frof $5-530/mo.
- "3.--wc are scif-reliant.
B.
ly successful. Some aret
-1. Dinmners - : 2.
3. Benefits ' i,
5. Garage sales 6.
7. MNewspaper and 1it sales 8.
9. Film showings 10..
C. Raise money in support of:
1. DHNelvin X. Smith 2.
3. MOSCAl i,
5. Lawton-Gardner : 6.
- 7. .Kartin Sostre . 8.
Q. Mational Office -10.
Foage £ - ' _
Analysis and £valvation, October 1974

Bake sales

Paper drives

Book anc¢ record sale
Dues at mectings . '
Contributions from mailings -

Bob Hood
Woundecd Knee

. Attica

Buffalo Worker
Regional Office.
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A Regional Office an¢ Coordinator

}, . . . N

A. Written communications have been regular, particularly with
respect to newsletters.

B B. Verbal communications are not as good as should be

1. needs of rezional coordinator are frequently not known by
- our chapter. _ .

C. Due to - lack of support from a realonal support commlttee N .
responsible for this, the reqional coordinator frequently is
igolated and over-loaded with burecavcratic work.

D. 1t seems the resional coordinator should travel to other and
¢speclally smaller chapters more frequently. Perhaps chapters
close to each other could arrange a 2-U day tour.

E. Over-all, we feel the resional coordinator should be eredited
with keeping a vast area unified and in contact, a job we Feel
requires an extreme amovnt of time and skills, particularly in
view of the diversity of this region. _

1I. Chapters ' _ i
' A. Our communicatlons with near—by chapters has been weak.

B. Chapters have not consistently recognlzed the needs of the
" Reglonal Office. We have voted on a systenm of financial
. support, but have generally failed to implement it. This
seriously hinders the amount of communications, phone calls,
mailings, travel which the reg. coord. can do, due to lack of
finances. . ;

C. PFot all chapters in the region have been sending malllngs ané
©. notices to us, but this is improving.

D. From the contacts we have ha¢ (lailings, Reglonal Meetings,
Rallies and Demonstratlons,etc } it seems collective work is
increasing and chapters are becoming stronger.

] - -
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Seeh within thls llght it is clear that no adequate analysis of

[ .

the actual base of our organlzation ‘has been made. Even as applied. . -

{0 our meémbership, we see that the N.0. analysis is inaccurate. We "

see the: largest definable part of our membership being people who
were involved in the anti-war movement and developed anti-impérial-
ist consciousness and politics, Within this segment of the member-

- gfhip, the largest defznable group is veterans. .

Understanding the dialectical relationship between base and. focus.
it is clear that to take up a focus on vets and G.I.'s at this time
will:s 1) be a step backwards from the antiimperialist focus which
we have developed, 2) be a mechanical application of a focus result-
ing from an incorrect analysis of the base, and 3) cut us off from
the social practice that has led to the deve10pment of our antl-
imperialist polltlcs.

”Where 4o correct ideas come from? Do they drop from
the skies? No.. Are they innate in the mind? No.. They
come from social practice and from it alone; they come
from three kinds of social practice, the struggle for pro-
~duction, class struggle. and scientific experiment.”
¥here Do Correct Ideas Come From?
',7 Mao Tse T Tung. May 1963
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