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PONTIAC GENERAL HOSPITAL

in the early winter of 1975, four hospital 
workers at Pontiac General Hospital began a 
battle with the hospital administration and 
the city commissioners that was to mush­
room into the most significant struggle in 
the city's history. The fight to keep PGH a 
public facility has exposed the relationship 
between the state and city government, the 
bourgeoisie that seeks private ownership of 
the hospital and the vacillating petty bour­
geoisie who historically provided the leader­
ship for various progressive struggles of Pon­
tiac's national m inority community.

In 1969, Public Act P 38 was passed by 
the State of Michigan. This act provides the 
legal basis for financial and administrative 
ownership by private corporations of all 
city hospitals. Currently, Pontiac's City 
Charter and its past practice has always 
meant that a public city hospital must pro­
vide services to patients regardless of their 
ability to pay. In order to change this, the 
"C ity  Fathers" tried to get an ordinance pas­
sed shifting authority for the hospital to P 
38 and therefore big business.

The major employer in Pontiac is Gen­
eral Motors. It has three sprawling factories 
in the city, employing thousands of resi­
dents. The vast majority of these workers 
carry Blue Cross-Blue Shield health insur­
ance. During the upcoming UAW contract 
negotiations, GM and Blue Cross w ill work 
hand in hand to lower the standard of liv­
ing of the factory workers. GM will point to 
skyrocketing cost of health insurance fringe 
benefits and thus attempt to reduce wage in­
creases. This w ill assist Blue Cross in receiv­
ing maximum profits directly at the expense 
of the working people.

The city government's attempt to relin­
quish control of the hospital clearly exposes 
the role of the government in further consol­
idating the interests of these private corpor­
ations. With the city empowered to give the 
hospital over to private ownership, medicaid 
patients could be turned away, those with 
no insurance could be turned away, and the

job security of the hospital workers as city 
employees is directly threatened.

The hospital workers at PGH and working 
people of the community, formed the Ponti­
ac Citizens Coalition to stop this fascist at­
tack on their job security and for free health 
care for those unable to pay. The four van­
guard fighters at the hospital gathered pe­
titions with over 6,400 names demanding 
that the issue of who controls the hospital 
be brought up fo r referendum in the city. 
The city commission was then forced to 
have a series of nine open hearings on the 
question. The commissioners and the Oak­
land Press attempted to isolate the prole­
tarian Negro national m inority leadership of 
the coalition by posing the transfer of con­
tro l as necessary in order to get funds to 
build a new hospital facility closer to the 
Anglo-American community.

But the coalition, fighting the city t i t  
fo r tat, has expanded its base of support to 
include Anglo-American workers and Puerto 
Rican and Mexican national m inority work­
ers of the city. The coalition demands: an 
independent study of funding possibilities; 
job security fo r the hospital workers; guar­
anteed quality health service regardless of 
ability to pay; and direct control of the hos­
pital and future health care expansion by 
Pontiac's working class. These demands 
have solidified the unity o f the multina­
tional organization.

The coalition is now entering into a fierce 
campaign to win control of the hospital by a 
2 to 1 vote in the May 18 referendum. The 
historic leadership of various petty bourgeois 
politicians, priests and many of their allies, 
have temporarily backed out of active sup­
port for the coalition. The drive by the coal­
ition, which represents the independent in­
terests of Pontiac's multinational communi­
ty , has put them face to face with the state 
apparatus and the corporate interests it 
serves.
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LOUISVILLE—BUSING SPLITS LABOR
Louisville, Kentucky, calls itself the 

"Strategic City o f the Seventies." That bit 
of Chamber of Commerce advertising has 
taken on a grim meaning as fascist groups 
have made Louisville an example of both 
their intentions and their political strength.

Even before school busing to desegre­
gate the city and county schools started 
last September, white chauvinist groups had 
started organizing. The first week of school 
brought school boycotts by Anglo-Ameri­
can students that were 60-70% effective in 
Anglo-American working class areas. A n ti­
busing demonstrators stoned buses carrying 
Negro national m inority children to and 
from formerly all Anglo-American schools. 
Two schools were hit by unsolved arson 
attacks. Hundreds and sometimes a thousand 
anti-busing demonstrators confronted police, 
state troopers and National Guardsmen. 
Police and FBI spokesmen said that these 
riots were obviously "coordinated," "p ro ­
bably by the Klan" and promised strong 
counter measures that never materialized. 
Demonstrators arrested for disorderly con­
duct, trespassing and even assault have been 
acquitted, had their cases "filed away," or 
fined $10 or $20. "Peaceful" anti-busing 
marches downtown (where at least two 
Negro onlookers were beaten and a Negro 
policeman had to pull his gun to protect 
another Negro onlooker and himself) have 
drawn up to 8,000 people.

The backbone of this white chauvinist 
attack has been a coalition o f over 60 union 
locals representing over 100,000 workers 
(out of 105 locals with 155,000 members in 
the county). This coalition, "Union Labor 
Against Busing," (ULAB), has been the fin ­
ancial underwriter of the anti-busing move­
ment in Louisville both by using union 
funds and by sponsoring donation drives on 
shop floors. ULAB alone has brought over 
5000 workers to demonstrations and sent 
over 1000 people on a bus caravan to Wash­
ington, D.C.

ULAB was started by the largest union 
local in Kentucky, Local 761 of the IUE at 
the General Electric plant in Louisville. 
Local 761's contract expires this year. 
Rank-and-file demands were being solicited

at a meeting one day, and a ULAB meeting 
held the next. The union w ill go into nego­
tiations and possibly a strike facing two 
court suits by Negro members seeking repay­
ment of all union funds spent on anti­
busing activities!

The IUE local recently pulled out of the 
ULAB group under apparent pressure from 
the international. The reason the local 
officers gave was that ULAB had recently 
met to coordinate efforts with some groups 
that were "too  radical," including the 
KKK and John Birch Society. Kenneth 
Cassady, the Local 761 president who was 
instrumental in starting ULAB, said, "Local 
761 as a union cannot and w ill not be in­
volved w ith organizations that are making 
the busing issue a black and white, rather 
than an educational issue."

Yet ULAB has been co-sponsoring 
marches and rallies with local fascist groups 
for months! The Nazi Party recently sur­
faced—a Local 761 member said he expected 
that the party would have a fa irly sizeable 
chapter in Louisville within a couple of 
years.

Another group, the "Christ Church 
Hunting and Hiking Club"—also known as 
the Possee Comitatus—advocates harassing 
Negroes, "hanging a few judges" and organ­
izing secret groups to engage in "guerilla 
activ ity." The organizer of the Possee has 
announced he w ill run for county sheriff 
next year. His "hiking club" regularly 
practices self defense and target shooting.

These fascist gangs, along with the KKK, 
John Birch Society, a local ROAR chapter 
and a proliferation of other groups (STAB— 
Stop Tyranny and Busing, Concerned Par­
ents, Parents for Freedom) have exchanged 
support back and forth with their counter­
parts in Boston and recently sent a 200 car 
caravan to the aid of anti-text book groups 
in Charleston, West Virginia. They have also 
sent lobbyists to the state legislature to 
buttonhole legislators for anti-busing bills 
(and at the same time, for recission of the 
Equal Rights Amendment in Kentucky).

Needless to say, local bourgeois poli­
ticians have fallen all over themselves to 
gain support from  these groups by bad-

With a sense of profound outrage, we 
continue to witness murders of Negro c iti­
zens by the trigger-happy police force in 
Memphis, Tennessee. These brutal incidents 
occur with a frequency that would rival the 
Ku Klux Klan at the height of its terror.

The latest incident is one of the most 
openly fascist acts we have seen yet. A 16 
year old Negro youth was seen by police 
near a food brokerage warehouse. Two po­
licemen told him to halt. He started to run, 
so the police immediately opened fire with a 
twelve-gauge shotgun. Eight out of the nine 
pellets hit the youth. He died shortly after 
arriving at a hospital. As it turned out the 
youth had been carrying a small box con­
taining items which police stated‘ he was 
"apparently" stealing from the warehouse. 
The box contained candy and chewing gum. 
A police spokesman also stated that when 
the youth began to run, he was heading for 
"a getaway bicycle he had hidden behind a 
nearby building." Can you believe anyone 
could make such a statement?! A getaway 
bicycle!

What it amounts to is that two Cops gun­
ned down an unarmed 16 year old kid who 
may or may not have been stealing candy 
and gum. Even from the perspective of bour­
geois law, this incident is a mockery of jus­
tice. Where was this youth's "due process of 
law?" He could have been arrested and tried 
for burglary and perhaps fleeing from arrest. 
So far the police have publicly offered no 
evidence which would indicate that they 
could have managed to get the young man 
convicted. Even if he had been convicted, 
his likely penalty under law would probably 
not have exceeded a year of actual jail time. 
$o what really happened here was that this 
particular "American citizen" was tried, con­
victed, and executed on the street for alle­
ged crimes which at most would have gotten 
him a year in jail.

This is nothing more than a legalized 
form of lynching. Legal lynching of this sort 
has taken over in Memphis as the primary 
form of terrorism against the Negro people. 
Thus, while the KKK currently does not 
hang and burn Negroes, its job is well taken 
care of. And we suspect, although there is 
no proof at this time, that the Klan is well 
represented on the Memphis police force.

The CLP has often stated that in colonies 
like the Negro Nation, the imperialists rule 
through out and out fascism. Need we offer 
any better proof? A ll the various reactionary 
southern mayors and politicians who have 
been calling for shoot to kill ordinances are 
merely seeking to formally legalize what has 
been going on all the time.

mouthing and sabotaging the busing order. 
$ome school buses taking Negro children 
to school are forced to carry 50 or 60 
students instead of the 30 they were meant 
to, because the county refuses to purchase 
more buses and coordinate the ones they 
have. The county judge (the chief official 
of the county) has been too busy organ­
izing a National Forum on Alternatives 
to Busing and going around the country 
speaking to whoever w ill listen about the 
"negative experience" of Louisville. This 
stand effectively isolated the federal judge 
who ordered the busing-having to "take 
the blame" by himself he resigned as chief 
judge. President Ford is now considering a 
replacement.

The Negro community has been unable to 
mount any effective resistance to this fascist 
onslaught. The churches, the traditional 
voice of the Negro people in this southern 
state, have not even been able to organize a 
tutoring program to help the Negro children 
catch up from their years of inferior educ­
ation. A t a march, and rally on Martin Luther 
King's birthday, over 2000 demonstrators 
carrying pro-busing and anti-Klan signs, 
were offered a hodge-podge of black nation­
alist, trade-unionist, bourgeois pacifist and 
Trotskyite analyses and solutions, but it 
was obvious from the mixed reponse to each 
speaker that, as one spectator noted, "there 
are no leaders in the Black community right 
now."

Comrades and friends, we must realize 
that what the fascists have done in Louis­
ville, they w ill do elsewhere unless they are 
stopped. GE, Ford and International Har­
vester have large plants in Louisville. All 
have contracts to be negotiated this year. 
All are members of the historically pro-fasc­
ist National Association of Manufacturers 
(NAM). A ll have gained a lot of maneu­
vering room at the negotiating table through

COLUMN
The case just described is merely the lat­

est in a long string of police killings of un­
armed teenagers. An Anglo-American bour­
geois mother in Memphis might have to 
worry about bailing her kid out of jail or 
about how to discipline him if he gets in­
volved in stealing. Can you imagine the fears 
of a Negro mother who knows that if her 
child is supected of stealing something he 
could very easily be gunned down by the po­
lice. Murderers, rapists, dope dealers, not to 
speak of white collar extortionists,’often go 
free after committing crimes. $ome get a few 
years, fewer serve twenty or so. But who 
gets shot down in the street? Here are some 
examples: the unarmed I6 year old possibly 
stealing candy; another unarmed 16 year old 
running from police in a truck after making 
an illegal left turn (beaten to death by th irty  
cops); a slightly drunk 84 year old man who 
had a pistol in his hand but never raised it 
before police shot him 16 times; a 24 year 
old man who was shot 10 times after being 
beaten so badly by police it was impossible 
to tell whether the shots or the beating k ill­
ed him. There are many other cases. Since 
January 1970, statistics show that police 
have killed 41 persons, 35 of whom were 
Negroes.

Of course, the police always claim that 
the officers involved in these cases were 
merely "doing their duty". In some cases 
where the killing was particularly blatant or 
brutal, a mock investigation is held. In one 
recent case, a grand jury indicted two police 
officers, but then the attorney general quick­
ly dismissed the indictments stating that 
they "may have been returned mistakenly."

Moreover, there has not been much re­
sponse from the Negro community in Mem­
phis over these killings. Three years ago 
there was one case (the I6 year old beaten to 
death) which greatly aroused the peoples' 
anger. But comprador politicians effectively 
diffused this anger by carrying the case into 
all sorts of court proceedings claiming that 
"justice w ill be done." Nothing was ever 
done. A ll the police involved got o ff and 
eventually people forgot about it. On be­
half of the imperialists, the compradors have 
done an effective job of disorienting and 
disregarding the Negro workers' demand Yor 
justice, and injected a fear that any of them 
might be the next victim. /

Our task, here as elsewhere, must be to 
break this stranglehold and to help unite the 
Negro and Anglo-American workers to resist 
fascism, and to channel into the struggle for 
socialism, the anger and fighting spirit which 
we know is deep in the hearts of the workers 
in the Negro Nation.

their fascist gangs in the streets.
Using the struggle fo r busing as a rallying 

point, these capitalists have deepened the 
split between the workers of Louisville. 
Skillful use of white chauvinism on the eve 
of major contract negotiations has weakened 
the position of the workers to bargain collec­
tively. The tactics of the capitalists are clear 
fo r all to see. It must be equally clear to 
every Anglo-American worker that unless 
they unite w ith the demands of the Negro 
workers for busing and against the mis­
appropriation of union funds for the fight 
against busing, all the workers w ill be 
defeated in the upcoming contract nego­
tiations. The busing furor has provided a 
smokescreen behind which the capitalists 
have prepared to once again trample upon 
the rights of the workers by further divid­
ing them. Anglo-American workers who 
stand in opposition to the Negro worker, 
stand on the side of the capitalists against 
the entire working class movement. This sui­
cidal stand must be opposed. The fight 
against chauvinism, for busing and fo r a 
united working class movement is the only 
hope of the working class to achieve a 
decent life with jobs, peace and equality.

ft BIRD T H A T  LAVS SUCH ROTTEN EGGS 
IS  LONG O V E R D U E  FOR E X T IN C T IO N


