
O P E N  LETTER T O  

THE C .P .U .S .A .

The CLP is publishing this letter as an 
open letter to the membership of the 
CPUSA, We are printing it because the 
CP has again refused to join with us in 
activity in defense of the working class. 
Last year at the time of their conven­
tion, we begged them to join with us to 
prevent the Nazis from attacking their 
convention. At that time their reply was 
that the police would handle the Nazis 
and the KKK. Today the result of their 
refusal to fight is being borne by the 
Negro people who are quite defense­
less against a resurgent fascism. As the 
liberals accused the Communist Patty of 
being "premature anti-fascists" during 
the 30's, the CP now accuses us.
We have confidence in the great 

majority of the comrades in the CPUSA. 
They joined that Party to fight and no 
narrow outlook on the part of some 
leaders will prevent them.
With or without a United Front in the 

elections, our Party is going to urge the 
people to "vote Communist" because it 
is the principled and correct thing to 
do. We urge the membership of the 
CPUSA to assert themselves within the 
framework of their party for the good, 
not of a single party but of the class! 
The letter is self-explanatory.

To:
General Secretary, CPUSA 
Central Committee, CPUSA 
Members of the Party

Dear Comrades,
All thinking persons, and especially the 

Left progressives are aware of the growing 
danger of war and fascism incur country. The 
current economic crisis, the impossibility of 
expanding the capitalist market, the growing 
strength of the socialist world have provided 
the basis for the counter attack by the most 
extreme centers of reaction. This reactionary 
offensive is not a second edition of the 
McCarthy era. This carefully planned, legally 
developed reaction is not based in hysteria or 
witch hunts, but the careful closing of the 
vice on the revolutionary movement and the 
working class.

The growing militarization of the economy, 
the increasing social, economic and political 
attacks against the oppressed, especially 
against the Negro people, the startling growth 
of the fascist gangs, are Indications of the 
creeping fascization of our country.

The election campaign provides an 
important opportunity to bring forth the burn­
ing issues of the day. it is also an important 
opportunity to expose the agents of the ruling 
class, especially in the presidential elections.

The politicai campaign this year offers the 
revolutionary movement, the political left and 
the general progressives, a rare opportunity 
for unity of action against the candidates of 
the twin parties of reaction.

We understand that the slogan of “ Boycott 
the elections” is bankrupt. It is bankrupt 
because there is no stabie left vote in this 
country. The only possible slogan to the 
people is “Vote Communist.”

in view of the dangerous political situation, 
in view of the fragmented character of the 
revolutionary movement, our Party proposes a 
unity of action during the election campaign. 
As you know, the Communist Labor Party is

on the bailot in Michigan and we are running 
Comrade General Baker, the former head of 
the League of Revolutionary Black Workers, 
for the state legislature. Aside from this cam­
paign our Party is not running any candidates. 
However, the CPUSA has vigorously pushed 
their election campaign, running for a number 
of state and national offices. We propose that 
our Comrades across the country support the 
CPUSA ticket, and that the CP support 
General Baker in his campaign.

Our Party hopes that such limited unity of 
action may provide the necessary polarity to 
begin to overcome the disasterous fragmen­
tation of the revolutionary movement.

N A Z IS Continued from Page 1

Fearing loss of Democratic Party posts and 
the demise of his machine in this election 
year, Daley “denounced” the Nazi violence of 
June 6, called for the closing of the Nazi 
headquarters, and the removal of the sign. 
His weak appeal however was rejected by the 
courts on the grounds that such action is a 
violation of civil rights. Instead the Nazis were 
given only a temporary restraining order until 
June 23.

The workers and progressives of Chicago 
reacted to the violence Immediately. 
However the so-caiied Negro leaders also re­
sponded immediately, trying to calm the situ­
ation. The Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Move­
ment started marches everyday to the Nazi 
headquarters where they knelt down and 
prayed. But this reaction to the violence o? the 
Nazis is no longer accepted by the majority of 
people in this country.

The Equal Rights Council of Chicago and 
the United Black Ciubs of Englewood have 
not oniy denounced the actions of the Nazis 
and KKK but have called for a rally against the 
Nazis to be held Monday, June 28, at Bethel 
Lufhern Church, 6201 S. Sangamon at 7:00 
pm. Under the banner of “ Remember Worid 
War II” , the Equal Rights Council has vowed

Unfortunately, a discussion with Comrade 
Tommy Dennis, Chairman of the Michigan 
Section CPUSA, ended with his reject­
ing out of hand this proposal for unity of 
action. Since we have no sectarian interest 
and seek no partisan advantage in this 
proposal, we are forwarding this letter to the 
national office.

We would appreciate a speedy reply, so 
that all possible time can be used in the 
conduct of the campaign.

Awaiting your reply, I am
Sincerely,

Nelson Peery
General Secretary, Communist Labor Party

to approach every democratic minded person, 
from every union, neighborhood, church, eth­
nic or community organization and social 
club, for a massive mobilization to remove the 
Nazis from Chicago. In addition, they have 
begun a petition campaign through which 
they will gain support of hundreds of 
thousands to outlaw the KKK, Nazi Party and 
other organizations of terror.

The Equal Rights Council cal is upon all 
people who want to fight the Nazis to join 
them in the struggle. The purpose of the ERG 
is to- unite all who can be united in the 
struggle against these fascist thugs, and for 
equal rights for all people regardless of 
nationality. An organized resistence to 
Nazi terror is the first line of defense of the 
standard of life of the working people in this 
country. Join the ERC and fight the Nazis!

Lean a!

TRIBUNO
POPULAR

EL PERiODiCO POLITICO DEL PARTI DO 
COMUNISTA LA30RAL EN ESPANOL. ES LA 
LINEA DEL COMITE CENTRAL DE NUESTRO
PARTI DO.

P.O. Box 72306 
Wafts Station

____  Los Angeles, California

ANNIVERSARY OF A REVOLUTION
Continued from Page 1

Most Reactionary S«et!on
The banks are Indirectly Involved in exploi­

tation. Wail Street would be perfectly satisfied 
to spread its investments everywhere. Hence 
the policy of Wall Street is detente.

The industsriallsts, however, are directly 
involved in production, and therefore in exploi­
tation. The industrialists must have an 
expanding market for their commodities; they 
must meet the “ falling rate of profit” with 
increased exploitation.

This contradiction between the financier and 
the Industrialist was hidden for a long time, 
simply because since WW 2 there was more 
than enough for all sides. The sharpening 
economic crisis has compelled both aspects of 
finance capita! to come out with different pro­
grams. Internationally It is posed as pro- or 
anti-detente. Nationally it Is posed as for or 
against a fascist solution. The present period 
has also forced the major spokesman for the 
Industrialists, the National Association of 
Manufacturers, to assert itself poiiticaily. 
Today, N.A.M.'s spokesman is Ronald 
Reagan; while both Carter and Ford are 
spokesmen for Wall Street.

The CPUSA line that Wail Street is the 
spokesman for fascism Is obviously Incorrect. 
The CPUSA has always ended up in support of 
the political spokesmen of Wall Street. The best 
of these spokesmen have been Roosevelt, 
Kennedy, Johnson and now Carter. On the 
other hand, because of 35 years of unpreceden­
ted imperialist expansion, the industrialists 
have not had and did not need an independent 
program or political spokesmen. But it is the 
industrialists directly engaged in production 
and exploitation both here and abroad and in 
constant struggle with the working class, that 
emerge as the most reactionary section of 
finance capita!.

Most Chauvinistic
Secondly, we must examine the “most chau­

vinistic” concept. Chauvinism is the Imperial­
ist concept that one nation is superior to 
another, in the USNA the development of this 
ideology Is closely linked to color. This idea of 
national superiority was closely linked to the 
destruction of the Indian, the conquest of 51 % 
of the territory of Mexico, and most of all It was 
linked to the enslavement of the Negro. 
Because of the historicai pecularity that all of 
the conquered peoples were colored, and the 
conquerors, no matter what their nationality, 
were white, USNAchauvinism took the specific 
form of “white” chauvinism and appeared as a 
violent form of racism.

The motion toward fascism has to take ad­
vantage of and proceed from this history of 
whitechauvInism.Thefascistshopeto unite all 
classes of Anglo-Americans on the basis of 
color. This tactic explains the dramatic 
Increase in propaganda about “ black” and 
“ Mexican” crime. With such propaganda they 
seek to create a mood of “collective security” 
amongst the whites.

Ia  t k n  n a t l n n a

backwards. By 1959 the income of the Negro 
family had reached 50.8% of the Anglo-Amer­
ican family. By 1970 the income of the Negro 
family peaked at 61.5% of the income of the 
Anglo-American family and since then has 
steadily declined. As late as 1972, 8.6% of the 
Negro population and 4.4% of the 
Anglo-American population lived below the 
poverty level.

However, the decline of the family farm, 
and especially the decline of the importance 
of southern cotton has had a tremendous 
impact on industry and urban population as 
regards the Negro worker. Today in cities 
such as Chicago, Phiiadelphia, Detroit and 
Cleveland, the Negro population is becoming 
a majority. The Negro worker—representing 
some 11% of the work-force—constitutes 
20% of the basic work-force in some of the 
base industries. The importance of this fact 
lies in its politicai implications. The fascists 
of yesteryear could relentlessly attack a 
Negro population that was scattered, mostly 
rural and quite defenseless. But the exten­
sive proletarianization of the Negro worker 
has made it impossible to attack the Negro 
worker without hitting the Anglo-American 
worker at his side. It is clear that white chau­
vinism, which began as an anti-Negro 
Ideology, has become transformed into an 
anti-working class ideology. White chauvin­
ism, by its attacks against the Negro worker, 
points the most direct path to attack the 
Anglo-American worker. Under these condi­
tions it becomes clear that the very nature of 
the class struggle points to the industri­
alist as the most chauvinistic element of 
finance capital.

Most imperialist
This core group of .industrialists Is also 

clearly the most imperialist element. Their 
basic need in the international arena is to 
defeat foreign competition and pay off their 
debts. This can only be done thru the 
constant intensification of labor— especially 
colonial labor. The insatiable demand for 
cheap labor and the unending struggle for 
markets in the Internationa! arena mark this 
group as the main exponent of fascism.

Our Party does not propose that we block 
with Wall St. in Its struggle with the N.A.M. 
That Is the essence of the “ lesser evil” theory 
of the CPUSA. The period of the struggle for 
fascism is also the period of the struggle for 
socialism through the struggle to defend 
democracy. But what is needed is clarity. 
That clarity shows that fascism is an attack 
against the majority of the working class, and 
the attack will be made through the Negro 
worker. The defense of the Negro is the first 
line of defense of the majority and we intend 
to fight it out along that line.

how Fascism Moves
How are the fascists moving in this 

bicentennial year? On both the legal and
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people in this country. A few terrible facts will 
show this dulling of morality, in the past year, 
the Los Angeles police have murdered 75 
Negro youth. Recently In San Francisco 
police shot a 75 year-oid Negro minister who 
refused to accept an eviction notice. The 
Northwestern pan handle of Florida is being 
ruled by terror—5 lynchings were recorded in 
one week. In Chicago, hundreds of uniformed 
Nazis and Klansmen have invaded the Negro 
community, beating women and children, 
smashing cars and property. But very few 
people are alarmed. A decade ago any of 
these acts would have brought the entire 
country up in arms.

The fascists are using the disorganization 
of society as a point of attack. Each of three 
cities—Detroit, Chicago and Cleveland —had 
more murders than the whole of Europe and 
the Soviet Union combined. The people have 
been trained to scoff at common criminality in 
high places, in the context of such degenera­
tion, fascists such as George Wallace emerge 
as defenders of the “ American way of life.” His 
attacks on bureaucracy and government 
corruption continue to entrap many backward 
workers.

The gangs of thugs—the Nazis, the KKK, 
the Posse, etc. —play a specific role. Their 
terror and intimidation aiiows other fascist 
elements to demand law and order which 
means more brutal police control of especially 
the Negro proletarian communities.

Fascization a! the Government
Of all the fascist tendencies, that of the 

government itself is the most dangerous. The 
corrupt reactionary nature of each section of 
the government—the judicial, legislative, and 
executive—is becoming clear. However, the 
careful preparation for fascism did not start 
with the Nixon administration. In fact it 
started with Roosevelt. This hero of the 
CPUSA and the bourgeois liberals developed 
the system of emergency legislation in the 
name of democracy. These emergency mea­
sures, still on the books, include the creation 
of a system of concentration camps and 
powers to pick up any national or political 
grouping and place them in these camps with­
out any constitutional guarantees; the right to 
seize any private or corporate funds; the right 
to ban any press; freezing of jobs and wages; 
the right to jail anyone without charges. The 
fascist S. 1 bill organizes these measures into 
one criminal code, in addition to these 
emergency measures are a host of bills that 
have never been fully implemented. We stiil 
have such laws as the Smith Act, the Taft- 
Hartiey bill, the Kennedy-Griffen Bill and 
others which allow for a legal accession of 
fascism to power.

Many people ask, “What is the difference 
between the McCarthy period and today? 
Aren't we simply heading into another 
McCarthy period?” It would be extremely dan­
gerous to equate the McCarthy period with 
today’s developments. The McCarthy period 
was very d if f ic u lt.  However, Senator 
McCarthy was a buffoon who attempted a 
one-man reign of terror. He received backing 
from some financial, industrial and legislative 
groupings. However their goals were limited 
to smashing the resistence to the Korean war

especially the left-led internationals. Their 
gOai was to smash the legitimacy of the 
“ Parlor Pink,” who saw in Stalin and the 
USSR the model for a future America. Their 
goal was to make the peoples of the USNA 
hate and fear communism.

The McCarthy period exposed the lack of 
fighting abilities of the left and especially the 
CPUSA. The CP crumbled under the first on­
slaught. They wasted no time in making their 
“ historic compromise,” giving up revolution­
ary goals in exchange for freedom from 
persecution.

Today we witness the consolidation of 
every reactionary, violent, chauvinistic trend 
in the history of our country. This is a 
carefully, cautiously prepared offensive. The 
future of our country is at stake.

How can we fight back? Again the starting 
point is clarity. Fascism is the iast political 
trench for the capitalist class. Fascism is a 
violent stage of society turning against itself. 
German fascism carried with it a certain bribe 
in the form of bringing loot from ali of Europe 
back to Germany. In the USNA, since fascism 
is coming in the period of the decline rather 
than the expansion of imperialism, if is bound 
to bring in its wake the most terrible misery 
for the masses of the toiling strata.

Fight Against Fascism
Just as one aspect of our history favors the 

development of fascism, the majority of our 
history opposes it. The people of this country 
are not used to being kicked around. They are 
not used to a declining standard of life. Theirs 
Is not the psychology of the Prussian peasant 
who feared to oppose his age-old masters. On 
the contrary there are already thousands of in­
stances of resistance. The country is gripped 
by a wave of economic strikes. The nation­
alities are fighting back on ail fronts. What 
the revolutionary movement must master is 
the understanding that concretely anti-fas­
cism means organized mass struggle against 
each and every instance of oppression.

The developing impulse of the various grass 
roots equal rights organizations to unite must 
be given f ul! support. Further, there is a rapidly 
developing tendency to meet the violence of the 
fascists with violence. This too must be 
supported. We must win the masses overto the 
concept that it is not possible to reason with 
mad dogs. Above ali, the struggle against the 
fascists must become a frame of reference to 
begin patiently explaining Socialism to the 
masses. We must show the workers that they 
are natural communists. Their deep longings 
for peace, jobs and equality can only be 
achieved through socialism. Only socialism 
opens thedoors of history formankind to create 
a reality from their age-oid dreams.

While we pause to salute our revolutionary 
past, wetake courage from the fact that capitai- 
ism—oniy 500 years old—has already lost over 
1/3 of the earth to socialism. Whatever 
happens, asocialist USNA is the next point on 
the agenda of history. The increasing violence 
in our society is a sign of the weakness of the 
capitalist class. We are standing on the 
threshold of a new world. A socialist USNA will 
inevitably mean a socialist world. We are cele­
brating the 200th anniversary of a great revol li­
tte r . We wish ow  country many haoov returnsl U i s B i m  H


