
SOCIALISM IN THE USSR
(T h is  is th e  second p a rt o f  a tw o -p a r t  
series on  so c ia lism  in th e  U SSR .)

E D U C A T IO N

We fo u n d  th a t  e ve ryo n e  gets th e  
e q u iv a le n t o f  a h igh  schoo l e d u c a tio n  
and u p o n  g ra d u a tio n  has had a t least a 
basic e d u c a tio n  in  P o lit ic a l E c o n o m y  
and D ia le c tic a l and H is to r ic a l M a te r i
a lism . In co llege  th e re  is a tw o  ye a r re
q u ire m e n t to  s tu d y  M a rx 's  Capital 
and to  s tu d y  M a rx is m -L e n in is m  in 
general.

As fa r  as M a rx is t-L e n in is t m a te ria l 
be ing ava ilab le , we fo u n d  K a lin in  
a long w ith  M a rx , Engels, L e n in  and 
o th e r  m a te ria l a va ilab le  at th e  new s
stands in th e  s tree ts  o f  E s to n ia . 
W herever we w e n t in  th e  s tree ts , we 
fo u n d  a ll th e  basic M a rx is t m a te ria l 
re a d ily  a va ila b le —so ava ilab le  th a t  i t  is 
im p o ss ib le  n o t to  see c o m m u n is t m a
te r ia l.  A ls o , m o re  im p o r ta n t  and hard  
to  get used to ,  is th a t  th e  peop le  are 
av id  readers. W henever w e go t on  th e  
M e tro  at least 2 o u t  o f  eve ry  3 peop le  
w o u ld  be read ing  a new spaper o r  te x t -
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b o o k . M a n y  p eop le  line  up  in th e  
s tre e t w a it in g  fo r  a b o o k s to re  to  
o p e n —n o t ju s t any  b o o k s to re  b u t ones 
th a t  deal w ith  M a rx ism .

T R A D E  U N IO N S

W h ile  on th e  t r ip  w e had a chance 
to  ta lk  w ith  th e  C e n tra l C o u n c il o f  
T ra d e  U n io n s  as w e ll as m eet w ith  th e  
leaders o f  th e  L e n in g ra d  D o ck - 
w o rk e rs ’ U n io n . We learned th a t  th e  
tra d e  u n io n s  p la y  an im p o r ta n t  ro le  in 
ru n n in g  th e  c o u n try .  I t  was p o in te d  
o u t  th a t  th e y  are th e  m a in  o rg a n iza 
t io n  in  th e  t ra n s it io n  to  c o m m u n is m . 
T h e y  are c o m p le te ly  v o lu n ta ry ,  mass 
o rg a n iz a tio n s  w h ic h  p la y  an im p o r 
ta n t  ro le  in th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  
c o u n try .  A l l  w o rk in g  peop le  are m e m 
bers and i t  is th ro u g h  th e  u n io n s  th a t  
th e y  are m o b iliz e d  to  discuss and f u l 
f i l l  th e  5 yea r p lans. T he  a im  is to  get 
th e  w o rk e rs  as ac tive  as-poss ib le  and 
reveal th e ir  ta le n ts . E v e ry th in g  in  th e  
tra d e  u n io n s  is don e  w ith  th e  purpose 
o f ra is ing  th e  s tanda rd  o f  liv in g  o f  th e  
peop le .

A  S O C IA L IS T  C O U N T R Y

We cam e fu l ly  c o n v in ce d  th a t  th is  
was a so c ia lis t c o u n try ,  a c o u n try  
w he re  p ro d u c t io n  is geared to  th e  
needs o f  th e  peop le , w he re  th e  w e a lth  
o f s o c ie ty  is used fo r  th e  peop le . 
T he re  was no sign a n yw h e re  o f  
e x p lo ita t io n .  P o lice  had th e  m ain 
fu n c t io n  o f  p ic k in g  up  peop le  w h o  
w ere  d ru n k  and re g u la tin g  t r a f f ic .  
T he re  was no sign a n yw h e re  o f  ha 
rassm ent o r repress ion .

W A R

I guess th e  s tro n g e s t fe e lin g  we 
cam e aw ay  w ith  was th a t  th e  S ov ie t 
peop le  ha te  w a r m o re  th a n  w e can 

im ag ine . .In  L e n in g ra d , w e w e n t to  a 
g raveyard  o f  2 m il l io n  peop le  w h o  had 
d ied  in  th a t  c i t y  d u r in g  th e  years I94 I-

44 . D u r in g  th e  N az i siege, p eop le  had 
co llapsed  f ro m  s ta rv a tio n  and fro z e n  
in th e  s tree ts . W hen sp ring  cam e, to  
p re ve n t w ide -sp read  e p id e m ic , th e  
C o m m u n is t P a rty  ca lled  on  th e  peop le  
to  ra lly  th e ir  s tre n g th  and clean th e  
c ity .  O u t o f  necess ity  peop le  w ere 
b u rie d  in mass graves; and to d a y  y o u  
can see row s  and row s  o f  b lo c k - lo n g  
graves fo r  each ye a r o f  th e  w a r. We 
saw l i t t le  c h ild re n  p u tt in g  f lo w e rs  on 
th e  to m b s to n e  o f  th e  yea r w hen  pe r
haps th e ir  g ra n d fa th e r d ied  and o ld e r 
peop le  c o m in g  w ith  tears in th e ir  eyes. 
W e w e n t th ro u g h  a sm all c i t y  o u ts id e  
o f  M o sco w  w h e re  th e re , was n o t a 
s ing le  h o u se h o ld  th a t  had n o t lo s t at 
least one person in  th e  w ar.

T he  S o v ie t peop le  fo u g h t w ith  ex 
tre m e  b ra ve ry  and p layed  th e  m ain  
ro le  in  d e fe a tin g  H i t le r ’s a rm ies, b u t 
th e y  also s u ffe re d  tre m e n d o u s ly  and 
th e y  k n o w  th e  h o rro rs  o f  w a r. I have 
never m e t so m a n y  peop le , yo u n g  and 
o ld  a lik e , w h o  hate  w a r so m u ch . Even 
th e ir  c ircu s  s ta rts  o u t w ith  m o v in g  p ic 
tu re s  o f  W W II and a m o d e rn  dance  to  
S has ta ko v ich  s y m b o liz in g  th e  w o rk 
e rs ’ f ig h tb a c k  aga inst th e  fasc is t 
o n s la u g h t.

R E V IS IO N IS M

W hen w e le f t  th e  U S N A  w e had 
some p reconce ived  n o tio n s  a b o u t h o w  
th e  S o v ie t peop le  w o u ld  react to  ques
t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  C om rade  S ta lin , 
since B rezhnev and his re v is io n is t c l i 
que have tr ie d  to  d o w n p la y  and d is 
t o r t  S ta lin 's  leadersh ip . We fo u n d  th e  
S o v ie t p eop le  w ere  suprised a t o u r ap
p rehens ion  a t asking  q u e s tio n  a b o u t 
S ta lin . S ta lin ’s w r it in g s  are n o t sold 
in  b o o k s to re s ; th e y  have been re le 
gated to  th e  l ib ra ry  o n ly .  Y e t th e  o ld 
er peop le  re m e m b e r S ta lin  as th e ir  
m il i ta r y  leader w h o  de fe a te d  th e  Nazis 
and as th e ir  leader d u r in g  th e  c ru c ia l

p e rio d  o f  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  so c ia l
ism.

S ta lin  s to o d  fo r  th e  oppressed n a t i
o n a lit ie s  in  th e  U SSR , never fo rs a k in g  
th e  in te rn a t io n a lis t  s p ir it  o f  a C o m 
m u n is t. T he  B rezhnev c liq u e  has 
he lped  fo s te r th e  d iv is io n  in  th e  so c ia l
is t cam p , p u t t in g  its  o w n  n a tio n a l 
in te re s ts  in  th e  fo r e f r o n t .  T h e y  have 
tr ie d  to  soak th e  S o v ie t peop le  w ith  
th e ir  o w n  tre a ch e ro u s  n a tio n a lis t sen
t im e n t.

F o r e xa m p le , one w o m a n  fro m  Es
to n ia  w e spoke  w ith  to ld  us, “ T he  
leaders o f C h ina  are lik e  fa s c is ts ,"  and 
th a t  i f  th e re  was w a r be tw een  th e  
U S N A  and C h ina  she d id n 't  k n o w  
w h ic h  side th e  S o v ie t p e o p le  w o u ld  be 
o n —th a t  w o u ld  have to  be d ec ided  b y  
d ip lo m a ts .

B re zh n e v ’s m o re  c o v e rt b e tra ya ls  
are a c o n t in u a t io n  o f  K h ru s c h e v ’s 
c o u n te r- re v o lu t io n a ry  ta c tic s .

B u t ju s t as K h ru sch e v  was u nab le  to  
h o ld  back  th e  re v o lu t io n a ry  process in 
th e  S o v ie t U n io n  n e ith e r w il l  B re zh 
nev be able to ,  fo r  a re v o lu t io n  is an 
o b je c tiv e  process th a t  w i l l  be ca rrie d  
o u t b y  th e  S o v ie t peop le . In th e  same 
m a n n e r, T eng 's  o u t r ig h t  tre a ch e ro u s  
m oves w il l  in  th e  end o n ly  spell his 
o w n  re m o va l. T h e  S o v ie t and C hinese 
p eop le  have been im m ersed  in M a rx 
is t-L e n in is t lite ra tu re  and th e ir  love  
and defense o f  soc ia lism  shall surpass 
th e  obstac les c o n ju re d  up  b y  th e  
B rezhnev and Teng re v is io n is t c liq u e s .

As o u r t r ip  cam e to  an end, we c o n 
c lu d e d  th a t  o u r  best exp ress ion  o f  
f r ie n d s h ip  to w a rd  th e  S o v ie t peop le , 
th e  best service we can do  fo r  m an 
k in d , is to  w o rk  fo r  th e  d e s tru c t io n  o f  
im p e r ia lis m , to  do  aw ay  w ith  th e  
e c o n o m ic  sys tem  w h ic h  breed w ars 
and fasc ism , and b y  f ig h t in g  fo r  
soc ia lism  here to  c o n tr ib u te  to  w o r ld 
w id e  peace.
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T h e  Teng g ro u p in g  and th e  F o rd  
g ro u p in g  are b e n t on  s to p p in g  “ S o v ie t 
aggress ion .”  W h a t aggression are th e y  
re fe rr in g  to ?  T o  K orea  in  1949 , V ie t 
nam " in  1960 , o r  A n g o la  in  1975? T he  
s trugg le  in  A n g o la  fo r  e xa m p le , is n o t 
be tw een  th re e  “ n a tio n a l l ib e ra t io n ”  
fo rces , b u t be tw een  th e  im p e ria lis ts  
and th e  n a tio n a l lib e ra t io n  m o v e m e n t. 
T he  F N L A  and th e  U N IT A  represen t 
n o th in g  m o re  th a n  th e  US im p e r ia l
ists; th e  M P L A  represents  th e  n a tio n a l 
lib e ra t io n  m o v e m e n t o f  th e  A n g o la n  
peop le . The  “ S o v ie t scare ”  so a rd e n tly  
pushed b y  b o th  F o rd  and Teng is 
o n ly  a sm okescreen to  d iv e r t  th e  a t
te n t io n  o f  th e  C hinese peop le  aw ay 
f ro m  th e  bou rg e o is  p o lic ie s  o f Teng 
and h is c o h o rts . The  th re a t  o f  th e  
“ R uss ians”  a llo w s  th e  Teng  c liq u e  to  
a d o p t a “ h a n d s -o ff”  p o lic y  as in  th e  
recen t invas ion  o f  East T im o r  b y  th e  
fasc is t Indones ian  S u h a rto , and in  o th 
er instances w h e re  US aggression was 
in v o lv e d , such as th e  M ayaguez in c i
d e n t.

T h e  sole pu rpose  o f  F o rd 's  t r ip  was 
th e  s te p p in g -u p  o f  a n ti-S o v ie t m aneu 
vers b y  b o th  th e  Teng re v is io n is ts  and 
th e  F o rd  1 a d m in is tra t io n . T h is  a n ti-  
S o v ie t a llia n ce  is n o t a new  p lo y  o f  
th e  im p e ria lis ts ; i t  has a h is to ry  w h ic h  
goes back  to  1917 . T he  bou rgeo is ie  
fo r  5 8  years has tr ie d  to  tu rn  back  th e  
re v o lu t io n , iso la te  and w re c k  th e  So
v ie t U n io n  and d e s tro y  soc ia lism . T he  
o n ly  added ch a ra c te r to  th is  scenario  
is Teng H siao-P ing . As w e have o fte n  
s ta ted  a b o u t b o th  C h ina  and th e  S ov
ie t U n io n , no  m a tte r  h o w  th e  re v is io n 
ists t r y  to  m aneuve r, th e  so c ia lis t re 
v o lu t io n s  c o n tin u e  to  deve lop . B o th  
peoples w il l  u lt im a te ly  re je c t th is  re
v is io n is t p o lic y  and r id  them se lves o f  
t ra ito rs  lik e  B rezhnev and Teng.

O u r P a rty  f i r m ly  takes  th e  p o s it io n  
th a t  we s u p p o rt re v o lu t io n  u n c o n d i

t io n a l ly  and sta tes c o n d it io n a lly .  We 
have n o t and w i l l  n o t s u p p o r t th e  p o l
icies o f  a B rezhnev o r  a Teng . We 
w h o le h e a r te d ly  s u D D o rt th e  s o c ia lis t

re v o lu t io n  go ing  on in these c o u n tr ie s  
d e sp ite  th e  ro tte n n e ss  o f  ce rta in  o f  
th e ir  leaders.

W ar
S ince  d e te n te  has been th e  c o rn e r 

s tone  p o lic y  o f  th e  p riv ile g e d  e lite  in 
th e  USSR and th e  W all S tre e t im p e r
ia lis ts , th e  in s ta b i l i ty  o f  d e te n te  raises 
th e  q u e s tio n : w i l l  th e re  be w a r, and if  
so, w h a t k in d  o f  w a r w il l  i t  be? T he re  
is no  reason to  be lieve  th a t  th e  im p e r
ia lis ts  w a n t n u c le a r w a r w ith  a ll the  
d e va s ta tio n  i t  w o u ld  b r in g . A lth o u g h  
th e  S A L T  II ta lk s  have been p u t o f f  
fo r  th e  m o m e n t, and th e  m il i ta r y  
ran ts and raves a b o u t th e  increased 
m il i ta r y  s tre n g th  o f  th e  S o v ie t U n io n , 
c o n v e n tio n a l w a rfa re  m u s t be fo u g h t 
w ith  c o n v e n tio n a l a rm ies. E u ro p e  has 
seen tw o  w o r ld  w ars fo u g h t on  her 
so il; th e  w o rk e rs  o f  E u ro p e  hate  w a r. 
A lth o u g h  we have been w itness ing  
th e  m o ve m e n ts  o f  N A T O  to  s t a n d a r 
d ize  m il i ta r y  w eapons, and increase 
th e ir  m i l i ta r y  s tre n g th , N A T O  ca n n o t 
and w il l  n o t f ig h t  a w a r aga inst th e  
S o v ie t U n io n . N A T O  is n o t a s tr ik e  
fo rc e  against th e  S o v ie t U n io n , b u t a 
c o u n te r - re v o lu t io n a ry  a llia n ce  in W est
ern E u ro p e , as can c le a r ly  be seen in 
P o rtu g a l, w h e re  th e  m aneuve ring  o f  
N A T O  has ta ke n  its t o l l .  T h e  re a c tio n 
aries u n d e r Portuguese P res iden t F ra n 
cisco da C osta G om es are b e g inn ing  
to  c o n s o lid a te  th e ir  ru le . F o llo w in g  
th e  u p r is in g  o f  N o ve m b e r 26 , m a rtia l 
law  was dec la red  b y  th e  L isb o n  gov 
e rn m e n t and c o m m u n is t m i l i ta r y  m en 
w ere s tr ip p e d  o f  th e ir  c o m m a n d  and 
a rrested . A  l ife  and dea th  s trugg le  
against fascism  is raging in P o rtuga l 
and increased re a c tio n  sh o u ld  be e x 
pected  across E u ro p e . T he  s tre n g th e n 
ing o f  N A T O  means th e  increase o f 
c o u n te r - re v o lu t io n a ry  a c t iv i ty  against 
th e  w o rk in g  class o f  E u ro p e . N A T O  
w il l  a t te m p t to  crush th e  d e ve lo p in g  
re v o lu t io n a ry  m o ve m e n ts  o f  th e  E u ro 
pean peoples.

T h e  e c o n o m ic  in s ta b i l i ty  o f  th e  ca- 
o ita i is t  w o r ld  and  th e  s t ir r in a  o f  th e

T he  m y th  o f  th e  so-ca lled  “ N ew  
S o u th ”  has again been revealed. T h is  
t im e  in P icayune , M iss iss ipp i, w he re  
on D ecem ber 6, 1975, 140 A n g lo -A m e 
ricans m a rched  in  a “ w h ite  te r r o r ”  
d e m o n s tra t io n  o rgan ized  by  th e  loca l 
K u  K lu x  K la n . T h is  m arch  p u t to  rest 
th e  m y th  th a t  th e  F B I has d e s tro ye d  
th e  K K K  in M iss iss ipp i. P icayune  is lo 
ca ted  in  s o u th  ce n tra l M iss iss ipp i, near 

th e  M iss iss ip p i-L o u is ia n a  b o rd e r. I t  is 
s ig n if ic a n t th a t  P icayune  is in  Pearl 
R ive r C o u n ty , scene o f  th e  m o s t re
cen t ly n c h in g  in M iss iss ipp i and hom e 
o f  th e  la te  T h e o d o re  B iib o , M iss iss ip i’s 
m os t n o to r io u s  fasc is t dem agogue.

P icayune  has a N egro  p o p u la t io n  o f 
a p p ro x im a te ly  33  1 /3% . N o t a s ingle 
e lected  o f f ic ia l in  th e  c i t y  is N egro . 
P icayune  has been th e  scene o f  a c o n 
ce rted  e f fo r t  b y  th e  s ta te  N A A C P  to  
f ig h t  increas ing  p o lic e  b ru ta l i ty  and 
w h ite  c h a u v in is t d is c r im in a tio n  in th e  
c i t y ’s p u b lic  services. T h is  e f fo r t  c o n 
t r ib u te d  to  th e  f ir in g  o f  C h ie f o f  Po
lice , K e n n e th  B ounds , w h o  had re fu s 
ed to  inves tiga te  th e  N o ve m b e r 21 
s h o o tin g  o f  fo u r  N egro  y o u th s .

T he  K la n  m arch  was he ld  th re e  
days a fte r  th e  la test N A A C P  ra lly  and 
was a lle g e d ly ' a p ro te s t aga inst th e  
f ir in g  o f  B ounds . B u t, th e  m arch , 
a tte n d e d  b y  rep resen ta tives  fro m  th e  
M iss iss ipp i and L o u is ia n a  K la n , was no 
m o re  th a n  a b la n k e t assertion  o f 
“ w h ite  t e r r o r ”  in  P icayune , Mississ-

masses aga inst th e  severe e c o n o m ic  e x 
p lo ita t io n  and increased p o lit ic a l o p 
pression all p o in t  to  th e  g ro w in g  in 
e v ita b i l i ty  o f  im p e r ia lis t w a r. T he  
s trugg le  fo r  peace is an h is to r ic  p a rt 
o f  th e  s trugg le  fo r  soc ia lism . O u r c o n 
t r ib u t io n  to  th is  s trugg le  is o u r p ro le 
ta r ia n  in te rn a tio n a lis m  w h ic h  is des
c r ib e d  b y  o u r e f fo r t  to  o v e r th ro w  o u r 
o w n  bou rg e o is ie  and th e ir  oppress ive , 
aggressive, m il i ta r is t ic  s ta te . The 
source  o f  th e  w a r danger is w o r ld  im 
p e ria lism , headed up  b y  th e  U S N A  
im p e ria lis ts . I t  is aga inst these rapa 
c io u s  m o n o p o ly  c a p ita lis ts  th a t  w e 
m u s t d ire c t  o u r  b lo w s .

ip p i.
T h e  K lan  m arch  was o b je c t iv e ly  

su p p o rte d  b y  th e  s ta te  m il i ta r y  
appa ra tus . T h e  speakers used a loud  
speaker system  and p o w e r gene ra to r 
b o rro w e d  fro m  th e  loca l A rm y  N a t i
ona l G uard  A rm o ry  and th e  A m e rica n  
Leg io n . In  a s ta te  w h ic h  leads all 
o th e rs  in th e  n u m b e r o f  n a tio n a l 
guardsm en per c it iz e n , th is  fa c t is o f 
no sm a ll s ig n ifica n ce .

H a rry  M illis ,  th e  o rg a n ize r o f  th e  
m arch  fro m  S e m in a ry , M iss iss ipp i, 
w he re  he d isp la ys  a “ K la n  C o u n t r y ”  
sign in th e  w in d o w  o f  h is re s ta u ra n t, 
said, “ y o u  c a n ’t  s a tis fy  th e  n iggers. 
T h e y  a lw ays  w a n t m o re .”  A n o th e r  
m arch  o rg a n ize r, Paul H aney, said, 
“ W e ’ re n o t go ing  to  le t th e  b lacks ta k e  
over lik e  th e y ’ re t r y in g  t o . ”

D esp ite  th e  K K K  m a rch , th e  naked 
s u p p o rt fo r  th e  m arch  b y  th e  N a tio n a l 
G uard  and th e  A m e ric a n  L e g io n , and 
th e  c o m p le te  absence o f  p o lit ic a l re
p re s e n ta tio n , th e  v a lia n t s trugg le  o f  
th e  N egro  p eop le  has n e tte d  som e 
gains—th e  f ir in g  o f  B ounds and th e  ar
rest o f a suspect in vo lve d  in th e  N o 
vem be r 21 s h o o tin g .

W h ile  th e  K la n  a c t iv i ty  is on  th e  
rise, th e  N egro  peop le  w il l  n o t back 
d o w n  fro m  th e  p u rs u it  o f  e q u a lity  
in P icayune . P icayune  is a t im e  b o m b  
w a it in g  to  e x p lo d e . T h e  C LP  w il l  
p ro v id e  a ll poss ib le  s u p p o r t in  th e  
s trugg le  o f  th e  N egro  peop le  fo r  
freedomi-ii___î ____________

For more in form ation  about the  
C om m unist Labor Party U S N A  or 
about the People’s T ribune , w rite :

P.O. Box 170
B rooklyn , N .Y . ,  11217

P.O. Box 24241
Bayview Station,
San Francisco, CA.

P.O. Box 377 4
Chicago, III., 6 0 6 5 4

P.O. Box 783 , L inw ood Sta.
D e tro it ,  Michigan 4 8 2 0 6

P.O. Box 72306, Watts Sta.
' Los Angeles, CA.. _______


