
 picket  lines.  Reports  on  these  picket  lines  should  be  sent  to  the  National  Office
 as  soon  as  possible  so  that  we  have  the  information  for  the  next  issue  of  the  news-
 paper.  Also,  the  picket  lines  will  provide  a  good  opportunity  to  get  petitions  sign-
 ed,  talk  about  the  Lawton  case,  leaflet,  etc.  Itis  critical  that  this  program  of
 ?  work  around  Gary  Lawton'be  implemented  in  all  regions.  The  program  is  not  call-

 ing  for  much,  anditis  our  rešponsibility  to  get  out  among  -people  and  do  mass  edu-
 cation  and  mobilization  around  this  struggle.  By  implementing  this  program,  we

 `  can  begin  to  build  a  real  mass  movement  which  will  free  Gary  Lawton!

 TY  GANS  AR

 y
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 Fighting  Program  for  VVAW/WSO

 At  the  St.  Louis  NSCM,  VVAW/WSO  adopted  a  national  program  of  work  for
 building  the  anti-imperialist  veterans  movement.  This  program  is  not  to  be  taken
 lightly,  but  is  to  be  implemented  in  all  chapters  of  the  organization.  This  program
 is  designed  to  get  VVAW/WSO  out  among  the  masses  of  veterans,  and  gives  ideas
 as  to  how  to  bring  these  people  into  the  struggle  against  imperialism.  Enclosed
 is  a  copy  of  the  new  program,  along  with  the  report  from  the  program  workshop.
 This  should  be  carefully  read,  and  if  there  are  any  questions,  let  us  know  and  we
 will  try  to  answer  them.  -

 Several  suggestions  for  implementing  this  program  were  discussed  at  the
 St.  Louis  meeting  and  these  suggestions  should  be  discussed  by  the  chapters  and
 applied  to  the  conditions  in  your  own  communities.  This  program  is  not  a  game
 to  be  played  with,  half-heartedly  worked  at,  or  ignored,  It  is  our  national  program
 and  this  is  a  national  organization.  Though  everyone  did  not  agree  that  VVAW/WSO
 should  focus  its  work  on  veterans  and  Gls,  there  were  no  objections  to  this  program
 raised,  at  the  meeting;  thus,  we  have  to  assume  that  people  felt  it  was  a  good  pro-
 gram  that  would  push  the  work  of  the  organization  forward,  build  VVAW/WSO  and
 the  vets  movement.  This  program  requires  consistent,  day-to-day  mass  work  at

 2.

This content downloaded from 
�������������67.1.226.125 on Thu, 16 Jun 2022 15:08:53 UTC�������������� 

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



 places  where  veterans  are  at;  it  cannot  be  a  success  if  we  fear  the  masses  and  re-
 fuse  to  go  out  among  them  on  a  regular  basis.  This  program  is  much  more  than  a
 few  demonstrations  now  and  then,  even  demonstrations  at  the  VA.  The  program
 will  not  be  a  success  unless  our  work  is  consistent  and  unless  we  are  out  implement-

 ing  this  program  daily.

 We  hope  that  all  chapters  will  keep  us  informed  as  to  how  this  program  is  being
 implemented  in  their  areas  so  that  we  can  get  that  information  out  to  other  chapters.
 This  will  require  regular  work  reports  to  be  submitted  to  the  NO  which  talk  about
 the  progress  being  made,  the  problems  encountered,  and  the  successes  of  our  work.

 `  IMPLEMENT  THE  PROGRAM!!!  :
 BUILD  THE  ANTI-IMPERIALIST  VETERANS  MOVEMENT!!!

 Ruchell  Magee  Sentenced  to  Life  in  Prison

 On  January  23rd,  Ruchell  Magee  was  sentenced  to  life  in  prison.  This  sen-
 tence  came  on  the  heels  of  a  U.S.  Supreme  Court  decision  not  to  hear  Ruchell's
 motion  for  plea  reversal.  In  June  of  1974,  Ruchell  plead  guilty  to  the  charge  of
 kidnapping  which  resulted  from  the  "Courthouse  Slave  Rebellion'  in  August,  1970.
 During  this  rebellion,  Ruchell  made  his  bid  for  freedom  and  along  with  a  group  of
 other  prisoners  who  were  in  court,  attempted  to  escape  in  a  van,  taking  with  them
 the  court's  presiding  judge.  Marin  County  police  opened  fire  on  the  van  and  indis-
 criminately  murdered  Jonathan  Jackson,  William  Christmas,  James  McClain  and
 Judge  Harold  Haley.  Following  the  murder,  Ruchell  (the  only  surviving  prisoner)
 was  charged  with  murder,  conspiracy  to  free  the  Soledad  Brothers,  and
 kidnapping.  During  Ruchell's  first  trial,  it  was  proved  that  the  gun  which  killed
 Judge  Haley  was  fired  from  one  of  the  cop's  weapons,  and  the  jury  was  hung.  The
 murder  charges  were  then  dropped  and  Ruchell  began  the  long  wait  for  his  second
 trial  on  charges  of  kidnapping.

 In  June  of  last  year,  Ruchell  plead  guilty  to  these  kidnapping  charges.  This
 was  done  after  extreme  harassment,  including  pressure  from  his  so-called  attor-

 neys.  Almost  immediately  after  the  plea  was  entered,  Ruchell  began  the  process
 for  getting  the  plea  reversed.  The  judge  who  heard  the  plea  wouldn't  allow  it  and
 was  preparing  to  sentence  Ruchell  to  life  in  prison  on  the  spot.  After  a  determin-
 ed  struggle,  Ruchell  appealed  this  guilty  plea  and  asked  that  it  be  removed  so  he
 could  go  through  a  trial  and  prove  his  innocence  and  the  right  to  rebel.

 With  the  Supreme  Court's  refusal  to  hear  the  appeal  for  reversal  of  the  plea,
 Ruchell's  struggle  to  obtain  a  jury  trial  was  rejected.  He  was  then  sentenced  to
 life  in  prison  on  the  kidnapping  charges.  It  is  too  early  to  tell  what  will  happen
 now  and  what  tactic  Ruchell  and  his  supporters  will  now  employ  to  build  the  stm  g-

 gle  to  free  Ruchell  Magee.  We  will  get  details  out  to  people  as  soon  as  we  receive them.  `  *
 People  should  also  be  aware  of  Ruchell's  denunciation  of  Angela  Davis  follow-

 ing  his  sentencing.  Magee  called  Davis  a  '"pig,  snitch,  dirty  snitching  rat.'  This
 is  quite  a  contrast  to  what  the  National  Alliance  Against  Racist  and  Political  Re-
 pression  recently  toid  VVAW/WSO  concerning  Ruchell's  feelings  for  Angela.  All
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