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The NLG and the

Detetnational Sctaation

Certain political tendencies

within the N.L.G.,primarily the Oct--

ober League, are attempting to con-
vince the Guild to take a position
on the current divisions in the
world communist movement, particu-
larly the struggle between the
Soviet Union and the People's Re-
public of China. The Communist
Labor Party opposes these attempts-
first, because the theory of the
"restoration of capitalism in the
Soviet Union"™ is factually and pol-
itically false and, second, because
the Guild would betray its historic
role as the defender of all progre-

ssive forces if it takes on the role

of endorsing one or another polit-
ical tendency.

How have these attempts to
politically strait- jacket the
Guild manifested themselves?

First, at the Columbus N.E.B.,the
demand was raised that we debate
the "role of Soviet social imperi-
alism" in Portugal. Second, the
Guild's participation in the Havana
Conference in solidarity with
Puerto Rico was criticized because
of its "Moscow influence." Third,
within the context of the proposed
Preamble, these leftists say that
if the Guild is to call itself an
anti-imperialist organization, it
must make sure that we include
"Soviet social imperialism"in the
definition.

Why is this an incorrect
policy for the N.L.G.? The social
composition of the Guild is petit-
bourgeois-that is, it is primarily
an organization of independent pro-
fessionals working in the judicial
system in support of progressive
change. As such, regardless of the
political consciousness or affili-
ation of its membership, the Guild,
@s an organization,is an auxiliary
support for the working class move-
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WHAT IS
SOCIALISM?

A revolutionary Party in the
modern world can no longer be a
small group of dedicated heroes
prepared to sacrifice themselves
to bring about the necessary
changes in the social order.
Frederick Engels, one of the
greatest thinkers of human history
and with Karl Marx, co-founder
of our movement, said as early as
1895.

"The times of surprise attacks,
of revolutions carried through by
small conscious minorities at the
head of unconscious masses, is
past. Where it is a question of
a complete transformation of the
social organization, the masses
themselves must also be in it,
must themselves already have
grasped what is at stake, what they
are going in for ( with body and
soul). The history of the last
fifty years has taught us that.

But in order that the masses may
understand what is to be done, long,
persistent work is required, and

it is just this work which we are
now pursuing..." :

For many decades, no political
group or Party has made a real
effort to introduce the masses of
workers to the ideas of socialism,
to teach them that it is their
system, as surely as the capitalist
system belongs to and operates in
favor of the capitalists.

We of the CLP see this as a
number one task of our fledging
Party. We recognize that the pro-
cess of building the revolutionary
movement is the process of imbuing
the masses with the spirit of

cont'd p. 2




INTERNAT’L

ment. The Guild cannot be politi-
cal arbiter of the revolutionary
movement in the USNA or anywhere
else. The work of the Guild is
important and honorable enough

. without attempting to place it in
the leadership of the working class
movement by petit-bourgeois subst-
itutionalism.

But what is involved in the
struggle between the Soviet Union
and China? This division deeply
effects the world revolutionary
struggle and creates the utmost
confusion among honestprogressives.
The C.L.P. has carefully studied
this situation and finds that this
division between the Soviet Union
and China is a reflection of the
class struggle, which all Marxist-
Leninists agree continues under the
dictatorship of the proletariat.
Unfortunately, this struggle has
been twisted by the revisionists
in both countries into a struggle
between socialists states. Be-
cause we are internationalists, we
refuse to take up this struggle in
its national form (ie.-support ei-
ther the Soviet Union or China
down the line). The CLP position
is that we support states condit-
ionally, but support revolution
unconditionally. We support Mar-
xism- Leninism everywhere, and
oppose revisionism everywhere.

Qur position on any concrete ques-
tion will be determined by the ap-
plication of the principles of
scientific socialism to that sit-
uation-not our relationship to

one or another socialist state.
But what is the concrete str-

uggle between the Soviet Union and
China? The Soviet Union says that
China has placed undue emphasis on
the development of agricultural
production at the expense of large
scale industrial production, which
is the basis of the socialist eco-
nomy, and that this accounts for
the revisionist politicel distor-
tions within the Peoples Republic.
China says that the revisionists
in the Soviet Union restored cap-
italism after the death of Stalin.
That as & result, the Soviet Union
is state monopoly capitalist and
social-imperialist. This line has
been further developed to say that
the Soviet Union (as social-imper-
ialist)is one of the two "super-
powers" whose contention for world
hegemony with the USNA is the sou-
rce of all of the tensions in the
world today and is the main source
of the war danger confronting the
world. In the past year, China
has gone so far as to say that the
Soviet Union is a fascist state
which is the main enemy of the peo-
ples of the world.

cont'd p.5

SOCIALISM cont.

socialism, teaching them to love
socialism, to defend it and to
sacrifice for it.

It would be almost impossible
to explain socialism unless there
is some knowledge of capitalism
and the life of the worker under
the dictatorship of the capitalists.

Why are capitalists, who don't
work, rich and the workers who
create all the wealth poor? To
answer this question we have to
look at what happened in the history
of mankind. The 3 systems of
exploitation - slavery, feudalism
and capitalism - have a common
goal. That goal is to make people
work and not pay them. Under
slavery this was accomplished by
simply buying the worker all at
once and "paying" him only the
necessaries to maintain his health
and strength. Aside from these
necessaries, everything the slave
produced was taken by the master.

Under feudalism, the nobility,
because they had armies, simply
took the land and the serfs were
forced to work for them. Aside
from the necessaries to maintain
a minimum of health and strength,
to laboY and produce a new
generation of serfs, the nobility
took all that was produced.
Generally, this meant that the serf
worked 3 days for himself and was
forced to work 4 days for the
nobility.

Under capitalism, the capitalists

own all the means of production.
They own the factories, mines and
mills. They own &lmost all the
farm land, the railroads, grocery
stores, most of the houses and
apartments. Everything the workers
need to live must be purchased

from the capitalist. But the worker
must have something to sell if he
is going to buy these necessaries.
The only thing he has to sell is
his ability to work. He can't sell
his work, because he has no machin-
ery to work with. He can only sell

his ability to work, and that only
if there is a capitalist who wants
to buy it.

Every worker knows the results
of his labor power becomming a
commodity. First, since the
capitalist buys that labor power
before the worker starts to work,

cont'd p. 4



The CLP is a multinational
Marxist-Leninist Communist party
of militant struggle for proletarian
revolution in the USNA (United States
of North America). All those who
will wholeheartedly join in this
struggle can be members. We are a
party of militant struggle against
all national privilege, a party
of militant struggle for the inde-
pendence of the Negro Nation, .
regional autonomy for the Southwest, F- % _ 1/ | RELAS >
independence for Puerto Rico, freedomjjg A I S N e
for all oppressed nations and peoples,, /i A

especially those oppressed by USNA E unl n
imperialism. We are a party of IG Ts

militant struggle against the drive

towards fascism and war of the USNA Now !

imperialists. We are a party of

o

i A

militant struggle for equal rights What is the political role
for women and the youth. We are a the NL& has to play in the struggle
party which fights for the immediate against reaction that is sweeping
needs of the people as we strive the land? To paraphrase Lenin, the
toward the historic goal of our petite-bourgeois becomes progressive
class-socialism. We are a multi- when it abandons its own class interests
national party of revolutionaries and adopts the political stance of
based in the shops and factories the proletariat. This is so because
throughout the USNA. Independent it then fights in the interests of
communist work in the factories, the most oppressed and exploited class
conducted by our factory nuclei, in society. Consequently, the goals
is the basis of all our activity. of the Guild, a progressive organiz-
We are a party which studies ation, should be to aggressively
and puts into practice the science defend the democratic and economic
of Marxism-Leninism as a sure guide rights of the working class,
to action. We are a section of the particularly the most oppressed
world-wide proletarian army that is sections of the working class, the
bound to overthrow and destroy all national minorities ( For "wWhat
imperialism and reaction. We have Are National Minorities?" see
picked up the banner of revolutionary Vol. 2 No. 10, Peoples Tribune ) -
struggle of the Third International, Negroes, Mexicans, Puerto Ricans and
which has been discarded by the CPUSA. Filipinos; and also the poor Anglos,
The Republican and Democratic especially Appalachians. At this
parties are both gangs of thieves, critical junction in the history of
office seekers, demagogues and our country, the question of working
vested interests. They are both class unity against fascist repres-
parties by and for the rich, united sion is of paramount importance for
in exploitation and oppression of all progressives. Recent reports
the people in the USNA and around indicate that in 1974 people living
the world. The rule of either of below the poverty level of $5,038
them is the rule of the bouregeoisie, were 30% of all Negroes, 23% of all
which has brought war, unemployment, Spanish-speaking people and 8% of
inflation, national oppression, all Anglos. A Fotal of 24.3 million
moral degradation and suffering to people. There is no reason to

the people of the USNA and the world, bgllev§9§21s situation has improved
while bringing wealth and power to since o

the rich USNA imperialists. Since 1 T:e.Gu;id lE =5 importéntt
Franklin Roosevelt, the Democratic < emgn AR ? ? =hgghe ggal§s

: . 5 fascism. Incipient fascism is the
party in particular has put itself cixl £ that tiv th £
forward as the "party of the people,® So¢ia Y e o e

the working class and all social
cont'd p. 8 E;
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Socialism cont.

the capitalist is in a position to
drive the worker without mercy and
all that is created by him is
legally taken by the capitalist.

As a class, the workers only receive
the necessaries of life and the
wealth produced above this, is
taken by the capitalist. The only
difference between slavery, serfdom
and capitalism is the way the
ruling class forces the worker to
work and not pay him for what he
has produced.

The capitalists, while
degrading the workers to the level
of slaves, become mad dogs. They
developed while fighting everything,
the feudalists whom they overthrew
and the modern proletarians whom
they created. They fight each other
over markets and raw materials,
they cheat and steal from one
another, but most of all they fight
the workers. 1In their struggle over
profits, they force the workers to
slaughter each other. The capitalist
system is a system of contradiction
and struggle. The capitalist system
is a process of the stronger capitalist
class robbing and impoverishing the
workers and the big capitalists
eating up the little ones. As a
result, all of the nations' wealth
flows into the hands of the biggest
capitalists and the vast majority
of people become poorer and poorer
until they are forced to overthrow
the system.

What does this social revolu-
tion, led by the working class
create? First of all, the workers
are forced to treat each other
equally since they, through the
state they have created, are the
owners of the means of production.
They immediately do away with the
source of their torment, that is
that they now sell their work
instead of their ability to work.
Thus for the first time, those who
labor thrive while those who have
lived off the labor of others
become producers themselves or
they do without food. Since every
able bodied person is guaranteed
a job, and they own the job, no
one can take it from them. Money
cannot be used to force others to
do what an individual may wish.
Under such conditions, crime and
oppression are bound to begin to
disappear. At one time, Russia
and China were lands teeming with

dope, prostitution and criminals. 4

The revolutions of the working
class changed all that. Now there
is hardly any crime in these
countries. By taking power and
transforming private property into
collective public property, the
production solely for profit is
transformed into production for use.

It is this common ownership
of the means of production that
create the conditions for the
elimination of discrimination
against the weaker minorities and
nations, against women and the aged.

Socialism is for the little
people. It is for the masses,
especially the workers whose labor
has created all the wealth, but
who have no voice in the way they
are governed. Socialism is for the
Negro whose toil and blood and
suffering has created so much of
this country. Socialism is for the
Mexican who capitalism has reduced
to an alien in his own land.
Socialism is for the woman whose
creativity has been strangled and
who has been reduced to a plaything
of bedroom despots and parlor
tyrants. Socialism is for the
youth whose heroic morality and
bold dreams are objects of capital-
ist exploitation. It is for the
aged who in hopeless poverty look
upon the wealth they have created,
a wealth now used to enslave a new
generation, even as it casts them
aside, as if they were used up
instruments of production.
is for the Puerto Rican who under-
stands his individual helplessness
before the grinding destructive
onslaught of imperialism. It is
for the Indian who demands more
than pretified stories and photo-
graphs in exchange for the seizure
of his lands. Socialism is for
those who love this country and its
peoples, because only socialism
can save it.

LONG LIVE SOCIALISM !

Lean ¢l

TRIBUNO
POPULAR

P.0. Box 72306 Watss Sta.
Los Angeles, California

Socialism



INT'L SIT. con't

The danger to all progressive
movements in identifying the Soviet
Union as the main enemy must be
clear to all, but for USNA revol-
utionaries to follow such a line is
capitulate to the interests of the
USNA imperialist bourgeois (which
says the same thing). The first
task of revolutionaries is to over-
throw their own ruling class and
for those of us who must struggle
against the most powerful imperisl-
ist nation in history, this reac-
tionary line on the Soviet Union
is a blueprint for defeat, demora-
lization and uwar.

Obviously,
this entire line is the question
of the restoration of capitalism

the lynchpin of

in the Soviet Union. If capitalism
has not been restored, then we are
dealing with revisionism in the
Soviet Union, not counter-revolu-
tion. There is a world of differ-
ence. The CLP has studied this
question. Stated briefly, our
conclusions are that the Soviet
Union is still fully socialist

that the revisionist gang who &s-
urped the leadership of the CPsy
and government after the death of
Stalin have not been able funda-
mentally to change the socialist
base of the country or to abolish
the dictatorship of the proletariat
As a matter aof fact, we reject the
notion that the Khrushchov-Brezhnev
gang even wanted to abolish social-
ism; rather they wished, and have
to a certain extent been able, to

skim the cream gf Socialism
’

ie,to
live like bourgeois within the
socialist society. They have been
able to do so because they have
acted as handmaimaidens of imper-
ialism within the socialist camp
and hence have been aided and abet-

5

ted by their imperialist masters.
Their foreign policy has on the
whole been opportunist and dest-
ructive to the cause of peace and
socialism, but not in the sense of
being imperialist. They have comp-
romised the socialist movement by
capitulating to imperialism, not by
being imperialists themselves.

Obviously, this is not the
place for a full analysis of the
questions involved. The Party will
shortly issue a full paper for
public discussion,but here we must
at least refute the "restorationists™"
on the grounds of philosophy and
political economy. According to
the principles of dialectical and
historical materialism, all phen-
omena are constantly in motion of
a developmental nature-i.e. self-
motion from the lower to the higher,
from the more simple to the complex.
This is true of societies and
economic systems. Can socialism
be turned into capitalism? Are
they the same economic systenm, only
differentiated by the class inter-
ests of the rulers? As Engels
points out in Anti-Duhring, the
onlyexamples of retrogression
have been the result of a lower
order of society conquering a high-
er by war, that is by crushing it.
Never has a higher given way to the
restoration of a lower social or-
der by internal, peacful means,by
"negation." Even war, says Engels
(Internationl Publishers edition,
p. 202), cannot finally hold back
economic development.

But if socialism was built in
the Soviet Union under Stalin
(which everybody admits), what
happened? Stalin pointed out the
difficulties in his 1952 book
Economic Problems of Socialism.

But revisionists (or "capitalist
roaders", as the Chinese call them)

took over . No doubt Stalin or
any successor who was a Marxist-

Leninist would have confronted ess-
entially the same problems that
Khrushchov and Company confronted:
the need to raise the productivity
of labor, of developing the economy
intensively rather than extensively
etc. But it is not because they in-
herited certain problems that we
condemn the revisionists. It is he=-
cause, inheriting them, they blamed
them on Stalin and set about soly-
ing them in a bourgeois rather than
Marxist fashion and, doing so, deep-
ening the problems and creating

new ones. Khrushchov's reforms
mere an attempt to solve in a Bour-
geois way economic problems of soc-
ialism. They ceme into contradict-
ion with the objective laws of soc-
ialism, which operated independent-

cont'd p. 7



EQUAL RIGHTS cont.

progress. This vicious tool of
capitalist rule must inevitably
attempt to assume state power as the
economic crisis intensifies. To
accomplish this the working class,
the natural opposite of capital must
be driven to a yet lower standard

of living. The national minority
section of the class is key in this
drive of the fascists because it
represents the front line of prole-
tarian militancy. The question of
equality for national minorities per-
meates every social question from the
right to abortion to job seniority,
unemployment, education, women's
rights, etc. At present the con-
scious fascist forces are attempting
to disrupt the labor and progressive
movement .by driving deeper the wedge
of white chauvinism that already ex-
ists within the working class. At-
tacks against school integration have
been an organizational springboard
for the blood-soaked K.K.K., the
Wallacite-type populists, and the
John Birch Society. The sustained
anti-bussing violence in Boston is
evidence that these organizations
are well organized and financed.
Those who have seen ROAR operate can
tell you that they are not an ordi-
nary "concerned citizens" community
group but a dangerous embryo of An-
glo-American facism.

The Guild has played a com-
mendable role in fighting for the
democratic rights of national minor-
ities but it's obvious we must esca-
late our activities in this area.
The Guild can become the vanguard of
the legal profession in building a
solid defense against this fascist
repression. We must be clear that
although the main thrust of fascism
is aimed at the proletariat it also
moves to crush opposition by progres-
sive forces in all classes. The
Guild must thus start working close-
ly with other progressive-liberal
bar associations (ACLU, NCBL, NBA,
La Raza L.S.A., ATLA, etc.). With
the ugly face of facism showing it-
self at every corner of the country
we can no longer go it alone. Real
unity must be forged with these or-
ganizations.

It's crystal clear that the
front line of defense of everything
progressive in our country is the
defense of the national minorities,
particularly the Negro people. The
Negro worker as a section of the
proletariat is not only at the heart
of industrv and production but has

been in the forefront of the strug-
gle for democracy for decades. As
progressives we must see the Negro
worker as our front line of defense
against fascism. If we allow our
front line to be penetrated by fas-
cism then we will be persecuted for
years.

We of the C.L.P. propose a
defensive apparatus against fascism
a body comprised of individuals and
organizations whose unifying aim is
the struggle for democracy and equal
rights for national minorities. We
propose an Equal Rights Congress (E.
R.C.), We envision such an organi-
zation playing an important role in
the legislative and legal arenas as
well as laying a foundation for a
mass struggle against the K.K.K. and
other fascist groups. The E.R.C.
would dissolve the mistrust between
Mexicans and Negros, etc. which is
the natural outgrowth of reactionary
bourgeois cultural nationalism.

We must be clear that we in
the C.L.P. don't want to "build" an
Equal Rights Congress from nothing
but rather unite those organizations
that are already waging the struggle.
We reject any contention that such a
Congress will be merely a C.L.P.
"front" - to thecontrary, we will
fight all sectarianism that prevents
this Congress from becoming a demo-
cratic organization encompassing thou-
sands of people struggling for the
Constitutionally guaranteed right of
every national minority to equality
and the "pursuit of happiness".

The time of well meaning
words, sweeping generalities and
big talkers is over, a look at Boston
and Louisville demonstrate the fas-
cists are not fooling around. Fas-
cism has a narrow social base which
accounts for its violence but they
are attempting to expand with their
white chauvinist line. Our opportu=-
nities to build a solid defense are
ripe, we all have the duty as pro-
gressives and revolutionaries to
fight for equality for national mi-
norities and not give an inch on
that position. Democracy is not a
given in this country - it must be
fought for. The National Lawyers
Guild should join us in this righ-

teous struggle |

SAVE AMERICA, STOP FASCISM !!

BUILD & JOIN the
EQUAL RIGHTS CONGRESS!
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ly of his will. He distorted and
damaged the socialist economy, but
in no way abolished or radically
transformed it. Nor could he do so.

Take the question at its most
absurd level - would having a "soc-
ialist" president of the USNA make
this a socialist economy? From the
Marxist point of view, such a pro-
position hopelessly confuses the
relationship of the superstructure
to the economic base. It is pure
idealism. In this regard, our
"restorationists" slander the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat, wor-
ship the revisionists as all-pow-
erful and ridicule the conscious
masses who built socialism in the
Soviet Union.

But is the Soviet Union cap-
italist according to Marxist
political economy ? No! Facts are
facts, and the fact is that the
Khrushchov-Brezhnev clique of re-
visionists have only been able to
maintain power by assuaging the
workers:

-Standard of living has steadily
grown ( 6.2% annual per capita
increase in real disposable income
since 1965).

~-Total savings has grown 32 times
since 1950,

-Guaranteed jobs,40 hour week,
retirement at 60 for men and 55
for women, free health care, stable
prices.

-Since World WarII, all wages have
risen, but the wages of the lower
paid workers has risen faster.
-Even the CIA admits there is al-
most no unemployment.

So the "capitalist restoration"
of the Soviet Union must indeed be
"capitalism of a new type", charac-
terized by: 1) A sShortage of capit-
al rather than the capital surplus
characteristic of capitalism " of
the old type;"

2) A shortage rather than a
surplus of labor;

3) constantly rising living
standards of the, masses instead of
absolute and relative impoverish-
ment;

4) A shortage rather than over-
production of commodities;

5) A absence of crises, rece-
ssions and depressions.

Regarding "social-imperialismy
everyone agrees that imperialism is
the export of fimance capital in
order to obtain a rate of profit
higher than can be obtained in the
imperialist country. Total Soviet
aid from 1954-1972 was $8.1 billion,
one-half billion more than USNA aid
for one year. Most aid from the
capital scarce Soviet economy is
in the form of development credits

repayable over 12 years at 23%
interest compounded annually (Joint
Economic Committee Report to Cong-
ress,1973). These "imperialists"
could export their finance capital
to the Chase Manhattan Bank and

get more than twice that profit
rate compounded quarterly.

On the question of militarism,
we know that imperialism needs uwar
and war production is essential to
the economy. We also know that
military spending disrupts the
smooth development of the socialist
economy. The revisionists have to
satisfy the workers to retain pouwer.
Hence their cowardly, capitulation-
ist practices, their socialpacifism.
Hence their readiness to promote
arms reduction at almost any price.
But even this has limits. Aside
from being the revisionist philis-
tines, they are, like it or not,
leaders of a socialist country
which is being attacked by imperia-
lism, which must defend itself and
which must even give aid to nation-
al liberation movements. e ask

the reader to be enough of a dial-
ectician to understand the contra-
diction.

Brezhneu and K1531nger

e
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both say, "I am for peace." Both
are thoroughly bourgeois, but ane
is lying while the other is telling
the truth.

These are a few points to be
made concerning the theory of the
"restoration of capitalism" in the
Soviet Union. The CLP has always
struggled for the highest clarity
on political issues in the Guild.
But that is not to confuse the role
of the Guild-it cannot constitute
or choose the leadership of the
revolutignary movement = that is for
the working class.

le support the NEC resolution
regarding Guild positions on inter-
national struggles - viz.- the
Guild will not take sides where
there are contending left forces
and the Guild will in particular
expose the role of the USNA imp-
erialists in every international
situatian.



CLP is cow? promises. They have rejected

revolution. They have repudiated

the dictatorship of the proletariat.

They deny that the Negro Nation exists.

Their program calls for alliance

with the liberal bouregeoisie as the

"lesser evil" as the best hope for

the working class. Their ranks are

riddled with police agents. Their

constitution prohibits the member~

ship of anyone who stands for revolution.
There are no other political

parties in the USNA today. The

Trotskyites in all their many forms

are not political parties at all

but are the direct agents of the

state representing counter revolu-

tion everywhere they go and in all
they do.

The gaggle of "left " groups in
all their variety are weak, isolated

the "party of labor," the "party of

the Negro people." But it was John

Kennedy who firkt sent USNA troops

to Vietnam who tried to destroy

the Cuban revolution with the Bay

of Pigs invasion; it is the

"Democratic" party that directly

dominates the Negro Nation and most

of the big city machines; Johnson

and Humphrey were the great "liberal"

leaders that invaded the Dominican

Republic and sent 500,000 troops

and innumerable bombs to Vietnam.

The Republican party's record with

Watergate, Agnew taking bribes in

the Vice-President's office and now

Ford threatening intervention in

Angola and North Korea is no diff-

erent. Both parties are the ser-

vants of imperialism. They have . 4 ; ;

1001 faces, but behind every one gecterlans }nterested Baialy in

is the iron fist of enslavement. lowing thelr own h?rns. They put
The CPUSA is a party that has out much tél@ but little action,

much theorizing, but little theory.

They find much greater strength on
the campuses than in the factories.
They are separated from the historic

betrayed its revolutionary heritage.
The gang of traitors at its head has
betrayed its class and the thousands
of honest revolutionaries in its
membership that were and are
attracted to the CPUSA by its false

now available from
PROLETARIAN PUBLISHERS

THE HISTORY OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE SOVIET UNION (BOLSHEVIKS)
1939 EDITION - The great summation of the history of the Bol-
shevik Party, the October Revolution and the building of social-
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POLITICAL ECONOMY - by A. Leontiev
A popular explanation of Marxist political economy with study
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and its applicability to the USNA today $2.95
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$1.50
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CLP is cont

Communist movement as can be seen

by the fact that they call them-
selves the "young communist movement "
as if a movement 125 years old can be
called young. They are incapable

of leading the working class to
victory.

In 1927 Stalin put forward 12
points by which to measure the
Bolshevization (or revolutionizing)
of the Communist parties. We are
striving to implement these points
today. They are a sure yardstick
for measuring revolutionary parties.
They are as follows:

1) The Party must regard itself
not as an appendage of the parliamen-
tary electoral machinery, as the
Social-Democratic Party in fact does,
and not as a gratuitous supplement
to the trade unions, as certain
AnarchoSyndicalist elements some-
times claim it should be, but as
the highest form of class association
of the proletariat, the function of
which is to lead all the other forms
of proletarian organizations from
the trade unions to the Party's
group in parliament.
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5) The entire work of the
Party, particularly if Social-
Democratic traditions have not yet
been eradicated in it, must be
reorganized on new, revolutionary
lines, so that every step, every
action, taken by the Party should
naturally serve to revolutionize
the masses, to train and educate
the broad masses of the working
class in the revolutionary spirit.

6) In its work the Party must
be able to combine the strictest
adherence to principle (not to be
confused with sectarianism!) with
the maximum of ties and contacts
with the masses (not to be confused
with khvostism - tailism!) without
this, the Party will be unable not
only to teach the masses but also
to learn from them, it will be
unable not only to lead the masses
and raise them to its own level
but also to heed their voice and
anticipate their urgent needs.

7) In its work the Party must

& be able to combine an uncompromising

2) The Party, and especially
its leading elements, must thoroughly
master the revolutionary theory of
Marxism, which is inseparably con-
nected with revolutionary practice.

3) The Party must draw up
slogans and directives not on the
basis of stock formulas and his-
torical analogies, but as the result
of a careful analysis of the con-
crete internal and international
conditions of the revolutionary
movement, and it must, without
fail, take into account the exper-
ience of revolutions in all countries.

4) The Party must test the
correctness of these slogans and
directives in the crucible of the

revolutionary struggle of the
™ sses.

revolutionary spirit (not to be
confused with revolutionary adven-
turism) with the maximum of flexi-
bility and manoeuvring ability

(not to be confused with opportunism!),

without this, the Party will be
unable to master all the forms of
struggle and organization, will be
unable to link the daily interests
of the proletariat, with the
fundamental interests of the prole-
tarian revolution, and to combine
in its work the legal with the
illegal struggle.

8) The Party must not cover
up its mistakes, it must not fear
criticism; it must improve and
educate its cadres by learning from
its own mistakes.

9) The Party must be able to
recruit for its main leading group
the best elements of the advanced
fighters who are sufficiently
devoted to the cause to be genuine
spokesmen of the aspirations of the
revolutionary proletariat, and who
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BY WAY OF INTRODUCTION ...

What is The Democratic Lawyer?
It is the political newspaper of the

Communist Labor Party fraction of the

National Lawyers Guild. (Fractions
are groups of Communists and close
contacts who work within a given or-
ganization for the purpose of influ-
encing it.) Just as the People's
Tribune and Tribuno Popular are the
voice of the Central Committee in
general, likewise The Democratic Law-

yer is the voice of the CLP addressed
to the particularities of the NLG and

its members.

Most "shop papers" are produced
on a weekly or bi-weekly basis and
distributed in a clandestine fashion
within the workplace. Frequent pub-
lication gives the paper the oppor-
tunity to speak often to the workers
on not only issues of general polit-
ical interest but also specifics of

the class struggle in the given work-
We could not follow this gen-

place.
eral format given that we intend to
produce the paper only for national

Guild meetings.

We are not simply addressing
ourselves to "Leftists" but wish to
provide a Communist analysis for all
the democratic forces in the Guild.
A shop paper, however, is not to be
an abstract treatise on the neces-
sity of proletarian revolution but
rather is supposed to inform its
readers of issues practically and
immediately relevant. Thus, we in-
cluded "The NLG and the Interna-
tional Situation" and "Equal Rights
Now."

We welcome and invite contri-
butions and comments from friénds
and other interested people. We
also urge you all to subscribe to
the People's Tribune. For more
information about our party and
how you can join - or for a sub-

scription to the PT - write to
us at :

LAWYERS

P.O. Box 783
Linwood Station
Detroit,Mich.48206

The POLITICAL PAPER of the COMMUNIST LABOR PARTY of the UNITED STATES OF NORTH AﬁEﬁICA
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are sufficiently experienced to
become real leaders of the prole-
tarian revolution, capable of
applying the tactics and strategy
of Leninism.

10) The Party must systematic-
ally improve the social composition
of its organizations and rid itself
of corrupting opportunist elements
with a view to achieving the utmost
solidarity.

11) The Party must achieve iron
proletarian discipline based on
ideological solidarity, clarity
concerning the aims of the movement,
unity of practical action and an
understanding of the Party's tasks
by the mass of the Party membership.

iS cont.
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“The Communist’s ideal should not be a trade-union secretary, but a tribune of the w*
people, able to react to every manifestation of tyranny and oppression.” Lenin
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12) The Party must systematic-
ally verify the execution of its
decisions and directives, without
this, these decisions and directives
are in danger of becoming empty
promises, which can only rob the
Party of the confidence of the broad
proletarian masses.

In the absence of these and
similar conditions, Bolshevisation
is just an empty sound.

Our Party, the Communist Labor
Party stands for the Dictatorship
of the Proletariat. We aim to take
up the historic task of the prole-
tariat. We call upon all who are
for proletarian revolution to join
us.
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