
From the
Ethiopian

Revolutionary Committee
GREETINGS TO 
THE CONGRESS
Dear Comrades of the Congress,

This is a momentous event 
not only for the U.S.N.A. but 
also for the entire world. We 
would like to start out by say­
ing : WE HOPE THAT THIS BREAK- .. 
THROUGH CONGRESS WILL BE A 
CONGRESS OF UNITY AND A 
CONGRESS OF'VICTORY AND THAT 
AFTER ITS-CONCLUSION. WE FURTHER 
HOPE THAT STILL MORE AND GREATER ■ 
PROLETARIAN VICTORIES WILL BE 
WON THROUGHOUT THE U.S.N.A. If 
developments proceeded according 
to our above hopes, we certainly 
can boldly make a Marxist pro­
phecy that -the creation of this 
multi-national Marxist-Leninist 
Communist Party in the U.S.N.A. 
will bear .the greatest socio- 
historical significance in the 
second half of our twentieth 
century.

Comrades,
We are overjoyed because a 

Marxist-Leninist Party is created 
in the U.S.N.A. Still more, we 
are overjoyed because it is the 
comrades vhom we know, the com­
rades whom we have worked with, 
the comrades from whom we have 
learnt a great deal, the comrades 
with whom we have exchanged jokes 
and teases, the comrades with whom 
we have dined often times and 
above all the comrades whose 
hearts we know for their prolet­
arian love, zeal, hard work, sin­
cerity, integrity, firmness, and 
discipline; it is these comrades 
who have fought so bravely, who 
have braved the fascist"storm, 
who have gone against the petty 
bourgeois tide in order to trans­
late the dreams of the U.S.N.A. 
proletariat into an actuality. 
Comrades,

Permit us to bore you with ^ 
a small parable-like talk. The 
human blood, among its other con­
stituents has the red-blood cells 
and the white-blood cells. The 
red blood cells have the primary 
function of distributing the ne­
cessary wants of life and devel­
opment of each and every cell in 
our multi-billion-celled body.
The white cells are soldiers that 
safe-guard the body against inva­
sion and ensure the body*s dialec­
tical growth and development. If 
and when a virus invades the body, 
the white soldier cells (an unfor­
tunate name - should have been 
the red soldier cells ::) move 
quickly and consciously to wipe 
out the invading enemy. Only" upon 
the destruction of the virus can 
the body continue its proper de­
velopment and only by strongly 
built white soldier cells can the 
body have the ability to thorough­
ly destroy any invading virus.

Towards the beginning of 
the 20th century, the world 
proletariat movement 'was still 
suffering from-a virus that cur­
tailed its dialectical growth 
and development. It was the
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er a- WOMEN IN  THE 
GLASS STRUGGLE

At this time one issue 
that could greatly affect the 
living and working conditions 
of women is the Equal Rights 
Amendment, a proposed amend­
ment to the U.S. Consitution 
v/hich, if ratified by just a 
few more states, will become 
law throughout the United 
States of North America. This 
issue of the Equal Rights Amend­
ment (the E.R.A.) is something 
that will demand the party’s 
action. Exactly what effect 
the ERA v/ill have on women will 
depend to a large extent on 
whether or not a struggle is - 
waged in the working cldss 
around it and I f  it is, on 
what type of struggle it is.

The issue of this amend­
ment is being raised at a time 
of a continuously mounting cost 
of living and daily moves by 
the bourgeoisie which take away 
rights and lay the basis for 
real brutal attacks on the pro­
letariat. This is rousing the 
minds of the broad masses and 
in a real way stirring 
women into action and exciting 
their interest in the political 
movement* The worsening econ­
omic situation for the prole­
tariat, and the widespread 
anger over it as well as the 
wave of strikes that we have 
seen, v/ill provide the party 
we are on the eve of forming 
with the foundation for uniting 
the labor movement with the 
political struggle. That pol­
itical struggle has developed 
and will undoubtedly take on 
new proportions with the in­
dignation over Watergate and 
the consequences of Nixon's 
resignation. We will be con­
fronting this situation with 
a newly formed party whose task 
it is to truly embrace the van­
guard of the proletariat, those 
workers who are directly con- 
fronting—the bourgeoisie.
Given this objective situation 
and our tasks at this time, 
what should - be our work around 
the Equal Rights Amendment?

In "Left-Wing” Communism 
An Infantile Disorder, written 
in April, 1920, Lenin described 
this first stage of our Patty's 
growth; "The first historical 
tasks (that of winning over 
the class conscious vanguard 
of the proletariat to Soviet 
power and the dictatorship of 
the working class) could.not 
be accomplished v/ithout a com­
plete ideological and politic­
al victory over opportunism 
and social chauvinism."
(Lenin, LWC» FLPH, page 98j 
Our task, then, is to get into 
a position where we can expose 
in a real way the revision­
ism of the Communist Party of 
the United'States of America 
and the class collaboration 
of the labor lieutenants and 
other agents of the bourgeois­
ie's line in the working class 
movement. We. must base our 
party in that section of the 
working class with the least 
ties to capital and there pro­
vide the conscious leadership

that will insure the independ­
ence of the class conscious 
proletariat from the bourg­
eoisie. Here we must fight 
it out theoretically and pol- 
.itically with the CPUSA for 
the leadership of the prole­
tariat. But our criticism 
must not be that they call 
themselves communists and per­
meate every pore of every face 
of the working class movement. 
This should, be the responsi­
bility of any communist party. 
What we do criticize the CPUSA 
for is that in the name of com­
munism they put forward' a pro­
gram that in every aspect aims 
at tying the proletariat to 
the leadership of the bourg­
eoisie. A revolutionary 
struggle for reforms under the 
leadership of a communist 
party leads to the overthrow c " 
the bourgeoisie, but the gro­
veling of the revisionist 
CPUSA for reforms only crags 
back and burdens down the de- 
veloping working class move­
ment. In our work we must 
prove the bankruptcy of the 
revisionist program.

Lenin showed us that:
* "History generally, and the 
history of revolutions, in par­
ticular, is always richer in 
content, more varied, more 
manysided, more lively and 
•subtle’ than even the best 
parties and the most class-con­
scious vanguards of the most 
advanced classes imagine."
(LWC. page 100) This, of course 
is being born out today by the 
fact that the class struggle 
is handing us many forms which 
if mastered by the communists, 
offer us arena after arena 
where we can take political 
consciousness to the prolet­
ariat. Work around the ERA 
offers us one such opportunity. 
The ERA states:
Section 1: Equality of rights 
under the law shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United 
States or by any state on 
account of sex.
Section 2: The Congress shall 
have the power to enforce, by 
appropriate legislation, the 
provisions of this article. 
Section 3: This amendment shall 
take effect .two years after the 
date of ratification.

What should be our spe­
cific tasks around this pro­
posed amendment? First of all, 
we must say good-bye forever.- 
to the times when we could 
afford to restrict our work 
to proclaiming ourselves "for* 
or "against" one or another 
event in the class struggle. 
Imagine us going into our union, 
NAACP, or the Coalition of Labor 
Union Women, announcing our­
selves as "for" the ERA or 
"against" it. First of all, 
we should be asked, "So, who 
_are you?" and we will be re­
minded of the tremendous tas: 
we' have only barely begun. 

i But, second of all, we will 
have done nothing to bring 
consciousness to the movement 
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task of the great Bolshevik 
Party with its great leaders,
V.I. Lenin and J.V. Stalin to
serve as the white soldier cells
of the body and to destroy and
wipe out the huge virus which as
you all know was the 2nd Inter­
national with all its revision­
ism and chauvinism.

The world proletariat today 
is suffering from the virus of 
revisionism headed by the revi­
sionist Party of the Soviet Union 
This is the general. In partic­
ular, for the case of the USNA, 
the proletariat movement there, 
suffers from the same ailment, 
the same rotten and revisionist 
virus headed by the CPUSA. Un­
less and until this virus is 
wiped out and destroyed, the 
proletarian movement of the USNA 
cannot tread along the revolu­
tionary path set by Marx, Engels, 
Lenin, Stalin, Mao Tse Tung, and 
other great communist revolu­
tionaries and their parties.

That is why, it has been 
one of the chief tasks of the 
USNA communists (M-L) to first 
serve the USNA proletariat as 
its white soldier cells in the 
struggle against and in the de­
struction of the revisionism 
which is led by the CPUSA. This 
battle was a well fought battle 
and this has been attested to by 
the first stage of victory. This 
first stage of victory is repre­
sented by your present and first 
break-through Congress.

We believe that it is not 
coincidental for your party 
Congress and the overthrow of 
the shameful dog Nixon to have 
happened about the same time.
The failure of Nixon bears in it 
the successful Internal struggle 
waged against U.S. imperialism 
by the revolutionary sector of 
the USNA proletariat. It is true 
that Nixon is only one man, one 
mad man in the service of inter­
national imperialism in general 
and US imperialism in particular. 
But his failure does not repre­
sent the failure of just one mad­
man, the failure of one fascist.
It is a failure that has exposed 
the rotten nature of imperialism’s 
core. In fact, the very fact that 
it took a long time to throw him 
out of office had a positive side 
when viewing the hood-winked 
masses of Asia, Africa, Latin 
America and Oceania. In these 
continents, the'Watergate scandal 
has offered a great political 
education on imperialism.

Comrades,

The situation in Ethiopia 
is one.of revolutionary unrest. 
This is a good thing. Around 
February, revolutionary storm 
broke through the deceptive calm 
that had prevailed for a long 
time. From all across the entire 
gamut of , the oppressed .society, 
from the working class to the 
peasantry* politico-economic 
demands were made. The high level 
of awareness and the revolution­
ary militancy of the Ethiopian 
people was seen. But at pre­
sent there obtains a leadership 
vacuum.

We realize that a revolu­
tion requires above all corres­

ponding material pre-requisites, 
objective conditions, maturity 
of economic, social and politic­
al contradictions. But we also 
realize that apart from these 
objective conditions, the success 
of a revolution depends also on 
a subjective factor, namely, 
on the ability of the revolution­
ary class or classes to solve 
the existing contradictions.
This ability depends on the level 
of organization and consciousness 
of the advanced class (the work­
ing class, especially its detach­
ment) , on its revolutionary spir­
it and capactiy to guide the 
broad masses. Our principal 
struggle now is to create such 
a detachment.

So, the main struggle facing 
us today is that of party build­
ing. The ground is fertile but 
the local fascists and the inter­
national imperialists (especially 
US imperialism) are now, more 
than ever, active. Be that as 
it may, our struggle, we are con­
vinced, shall bear fruit in the 
near future. We would like to 
share with you some points of 
interest in our struggle.

First. On the current role 
of US imperialism in Ethiopia.
At a time when the Ethiopian 
people have risen up-in-arms 
to destroy and bury feudalism, 
bureaucrat capitalism and imp­
erialism, the US imperialists 
through their C.I.A. agents are - 
brazenly infiltrating both the 
military and the civilian pop­
ulation with their paper money, 
their arms and their filthy 
ideology. Already, large ship­
ments of arms have been sent from 
the United States and soon it is 
expected that agents will follow. 
The situation reminds us of Viet­
nam _.in the late 50’s,. when theV.S. 
imperialists, by violating the 
Geneva accords, armed and put 
fascist Diem in power. At pre­
sent, and here in Ethiopia, 
they are ’working very hard to buy 
out the local military and create 
in Ethiopia a fascist dictator­
ship. Our struggle to expose 
this is intense. You can help • 
us in this respect.

Second. Like you had and 
still have revisionism as a 
fascist obstacle in your way, 
that is led by the CPUSA, we also 
•have revisionism as a fascist ob­
stacle in our way of party build­
ing. In Africa, revisionism,
utopian socialism and social dem­
ocracy exist all embedded in the
^"neorles and practices of
"African Socialism" and "Arab
Socialism". These -isms of bour­
geois liberalism and social fas­
cism have to be wiped out, de­
stroyed and victory scored over
them before genuine M-L parties
can be created. This struggle
is one of our main struggles to­
day and v ie  are deep in it already.

Third. The question of the 
great Marxist-Leninist revolu­
tionary thinker and leader name­
ly Comrade J.V. Stalin, is, we 
believe, a most serious question 
of Marxism-Leninism on which 
there can be no compromise, no 
negotiation or no accomodation.
We must fully realize that the 
people who attack Comrade Stalin 
are the imperialists, the revis­
ionists, and the Trotskyites.
;These fascist triplets in form

but who are one in content do 
not just attack him but attack 
him wildly and paint him as 
utterly black and consider him 
without a single virtue. This 
enemy attack is a good thing and 
as if to deal on this very ques­
tion, Mao Tse Tung said:

"I hold that it is bad as 
far as we are concerned if a 
person, a political party, an 
army or a school is not attacked 
by the enemy, for in that case 
it would definitely mean that we 
have sunk to the level of the 
enemy. It is good if we are at­
tacked by the enemy, since it 
proves that we have drawn a clear 
line of demarcation between the 
enemy and ourselves. It is still 
■better if the enemy attacks us
wildly and paints us as utterly
black and without a single vir­
tue; it demonstrates that we have
not only drawn a clear line of
demarcation between the enemy
■and ourselves but achieved a
great deal in our work.*

We believe that Comrade 
Stalin was the ’wise and great 
leader of communism during its 
first thirty years of offensive 
after the October revolution in 
general and after the death of 
the great Lenin in particular. 
Comrade Stalin throughout his 
life consistently drew a clear ... 
line of demarcation between the 
people and the enemy, between the 
proletariat and imperialism. He 
^had achieved a great deal of work. 
‘On the other hand, his attackers 
especially the revisionists and 
the Trotskyites by attacking him 
■ give daily proof that they have 
not only sunk to the level of the 
enemy but have long become one 
:with and indistinguishable from 
the enemy^ from imperialism.

Comrades,
In ending let us repeat 

what Mao said once in his,
"The Role of the Chinese Com­
munist Party in the National 
War".

■No political party can
possibly lead a great revolu­
tionary movement to victory 
unless it possesses revolu­
tionary theory and a knowledge 
of history and has a profound 
grasp of the practical movement,*

And accordingly, while wish­
ing you once more proletarian 
success at your Congress, and 
confident of the fact that you 
.have got what it takes, vie 
would like to say:

Learn from the 
CPSU(B)
Learn from the 
■Learn from the 
Learn from the 
Vietnam
Learn from the 
Korea

history of the

history of the PLA 
history of the CPC 
history of N.

history of N.

Your struggles are ours and ours 
yours11

Long li\re the victory of your 
break-through congressH 
Victory to the Ethiopian Revo- 
■ lutionI I
Workers of all countries, UNITE 11

Comradely,
Ethiopian Revolutionary Committee
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