Calif. students hit campus ties to apartheid
By John Studer
SAN FRANCISCO-Police in Santa
Cruz, California, arrested 401 students
at the state university campus there
May 26.
Those arrested were among nearly
1,000 Santa Cruz students demanding
that the University of California
system withdraw its investments in
corporations doing business in South
Africa. They also demanded increased
funding for campus ethnic studi~s
programs and reversal of a racist state
supreme court ruling against minority
admissions programs at UC campuses.
All 401 arrested students were later
released on their own recognizance.
The Santa Cruz protest was one of
several May 26 activities on northern
Califo.rnia campuses against university complicity with apartheid.
At UC Berkeley, author Steve Talbot
told a rally of several hundred students
that "the argument that American
corporations have improved conditions
in South Africa is an outright lie. The
actual gap between the wages of Black
and white workers has increased. The
average white worker makes six times
more than the average Black worker.
The time has come to cut off investments to South Africa."

Later, 200 Berkeley students joined a
brief sit-in at Benjamin Wheeler Hall.
There were no arrests.
At the City College of San Francisco,
150 students protested; and 18 students
were arrested at a sit-in at UC Davis.
Protests also took place at the Davis
medical school.
These actions were inspired by
demonstrations around the same issue
at Stanford University earlier this
spring. Cops arrested 294 students at
that time.
Following the Stanford protest, student leaders there called a planning
meeting May 15. Participants in the
meeting came from San Francisco
State College, UC Berkeley, City College of San Francisco, UC Davi~
medical school, the Stanford Committee for Responsible Investment Policy
(SCRIP), Student Coaliton Against
Racism, Young Socialist Alliance, and
Revolutionary Student Brigade.
This meeting formed Campuses
United Against Apartheid and called
for coordinated actions May 26 to
demand that the University of California withdraw its investments in apartheid. The coalition pointed out that
the university holds $312 million in
such .investments.

University of California Regent
William Coblentz responded, admitting
that in his visits to eight UC campuses
he "found a profound interest among
students in our investments."
On May 24 Coblentz and two other
regents agreed to meet with students at
Berkeley to discuss these-investments.
More than 1,000 students crowded into
Pauley Ballroom, the overwhelming
majority in favor of ending the investments. The regents responded by
announcing that they would send a

letter to all companies active in South
Africa stating their concern about the
Black majority there.
Students were not satisfied with this
concession and announced plans to go
ahead with the May 26 protests. The
success of these actions prompted the
Bay Area press to speculate that
"maybe campus protests are not a
thing of the past."
The leaders of Campuses United
Against Apartheid have called a further planning meeting for June 1 in San
Jose.

S. Africa stocks 'violate law'
By Bruce Lesnick
MADISON, Wis.-In a surprise
decision May 20, the Wisconsin
attorney general ruled that the
University of Wisconsin's holdings
in corporations investing in South
Africa violate state law.
· The ruling was based on a 1972
law that prohibits "investments in
any company, corporation, subsidiary, or affiliate which practices or

condones through its actions discrimination on the basis of race,
religion, color, creed, or sex.''
The University of Wisconsin has
$14 million invested in such corporations.
The campus Coalition on South
Africa is planning a demonstration
June 16 to demand that the university comply with the ruling and divest
itself of investments in apartheid.

D.C.: Thousands rally for African liberation
By Omari Musa

·

WASHINGTON-Nearly 10,000 people marched and rallied here May 28 to
mark African Liberation Day.
The largest demonstration was 1>rganized by the All-African Peoples Revolutionary party (AAPRP). More than
3,000 marchers stepped off from Malcolm X Park chanting "Africa must be
free" and "We are an African people.''
The march moved down Fourteenth
Street through the Black community,
where hundreds more joined in. As the
demonstration passed the White
House, chants of "Africa for the
Africans" and "Down with Zionism"
rang out. A small group of marchers
demanded "U.S. out of Africa.''
By the time the march returned to
Malcolm X Park, now about 5,000
strong, it was greeted by another 2,500
people waiting for the rally to begin.
It was the largest African Liberation
Day in Washington since 25,000 rallied
at the Washington Monument in 1972.
The featured speaker at the rally was
AAPRP leader Stokely Carmichael.
''The reason the AAPRP organized
African Liberation Day," he said, "was
to build the AAPRP and rededicate
African people all over the world for
the struggle to free Africa.''
Other speakers at the rally were:
David Sibeko of the Pan-Africanist
Congress of Azania (South Africa);
Andres Torres of the Puerto Rican
Socialist party; and Vernon Bellecourt
of the American Indian Movement.
Brother Damu Smith of the National
Wilmington Ten Defense Committee
read a message from Rev. Ben Chavis
on behalf of the ten framed-up North
Carolina civil rights activists.
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Chavis's message demanded the
release of imprisoned South African
nationalists Nelson Mandela and Walter Sisulu, as well as the new victims of
apartheid justice detained since the
Soweto rebellion last June. He scored
the maneuvers of the United States
and Great Britain to impose neocolonial governments on the people in
Namibia and Zimbabwe (Rhodesia),
and demanded Black majority rule for
all of southern Africa.
A representative of the Eritreans for
Liberation in North America explained
the Eritrean struggle for selfdetermination against the military
regime in Ethiopia.
A Brazilian student told of the
beginnings of a Black power movement there:
"We live under a brutal military
dictatorship in Brazil. People of Mrican descent make up the majority of
the population, but before, we were

afraid to talk about African pride. Now
some students are learning the lessons
of the Black power movement that
developed in the U.S. during the
1960s.''
Representatives of the Iranian Students Association, Zimbabwe Mrican
National Union (ZANU), CASA, and
the Organization of Haitian Democratic Forces also addressed the rally.
The AAPRP had hosted a conference
the previous day. The highlight of the
conference, attended by, 700 people,
was the appearance of seventy-sixyear-old Black rights fighter and
author C.L.R. James.
Two other ALD demonstrations took
place here May 28, both sponsored by
Maoist-oriented groups. Despite some
nuances of political difference between
the two, neither focused on getting the
United States out of southern Africa.
Instead, they attacked both Washington and Moscow.
At the demonstration of 1,300 people

sponsored by the African Liberation
Day Coalition, members of the Revolutionary Communist party, which dominates the ALDC, set upon members of
a rival Maoist sect, the October
League, and Militant salespeople,
physically forcing them to leave the
park.
The other rally, which drew 300
people, was sponsored by a group
calling itself the African Liberation
Support Committee, although it is not
the same organization that sponsored '
the first ALD protests in the early
1970s.
Amiri Baraka, a leader of these early
protests, did address this rally. He is
now a leader of a Maoist group called
the Revolutionary Communist League
(MLM).
Several thousand people participated
in three separate demonstrations in
Oakland, California, May 21. Other
ALD activities were held in New York
City, Canada, and the Caribbean.

Thousands marched in May 28 African Liberation Day demonstration

By Omari Musa
NEW YORK-A new coalition has
been set up to organize a boycott of
South African and Rhodesian sports
activities in the United States. The
group was launched at a well-attended
news conference here May 25.
According to Richard Lapchick, the
coordinator of the new group, which
calls itself the American Coordinating
Committee for Equality in Sport and
Society (ACCESS), the aim of ACCESS is "ending U.S. competition with
South Africa by the 1980 Olympics."
Dennis Brutus, ACCESS chairperson and an exile from South Africa,
announced that "ACCESS will organize peaceful, legal protests against
South African sport in the United

States, as well as discuss with U.S.
sports federations the need to boycott
South African sports activity in the
United States.''
Brutus spoke enthusiastically of the
April protest of more than 800 people
against the South Africa-United States
Davis Cup tennis match in Newport
Beach, California.
ACCESS has. helped form the International Advisory Commission to End
Apartheid Sport. The commission is
composed of leaders of antiapartheid
groups in several countries.
Harry Edwards . of the Olympic
Project for Human Rights and a leader
of the Black protest at the 1968
Olympics is also a member of AC-

CESS. Edwards, who was unable to
attend the news conference, is currently fighting the University of California's attempt to deny him tenure in the
sociology department there.
Lapchick said that two upcoming
protests will target the Federation Cup
tennis tournament in England June
13-18 and the United States Open.
Others appearing at the news conference included Raphael Gould, special
projects director, American Committee
on Africa; Sports for the People;
Coalition of Concerned Black Americans; Clergy and Laity Concerned; and
the women's division of the Board of
Global Ministries, United Methodist
Church.
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