Black congress calls
Africa liberation day Militant forum hears
leader of Attica revolt
By MALIK MIAH
MONTCLAIR, N.J.-May 27 should
be marked on every African-American
calendar in the country. This is the
date of the first national African Liberation Day demonstration in Washington, D. C., to protest the repression
in Zimbabwe. The action was announced and endorsed at a statewide
conference of the Congress of African
Youth (CAY), held at Montclair State
College on Feb. 11-13.
Qwusu Sadaukai, Mwalimu (head
teacher) of Malcolm X Liberation University in Greensboro, N.C., stated
that the purpose of the action is "to
let white people in the United States,
Portugal, Zimbabwe, France, West
Germany, wherever they are, to let
them know in no uncertain terms that
there are some people of African descent inside this country, inside Canadll, and in the Caribbean, that are
demanding that they cease and desist the killing of our people throughout Southern Africa."
The successful organization of a national Black demonstration in solidarity with Africans struggling for national liberation would have international as well as national significance.
It would be the first national demonstration organized by Black Americans in support of Africans on the
continent since the re-emergence of the
Pan-African movement in the U. S.

The conference did not mention
where the organizing center for this
action will be or what materials will
be available for building it. However,
Sadaukai discussed the perspective of
saturating the Black community with
hundreds of thousands of leaflets, buttons, and other materials.
More than 200 high school and college-age youth attended the CAY conference. There were four workshops.
The most important, the community
organizing workshop, discussed the
May 27 demonstration.
Imamu Amiri Bar aka ( Leroi Jones)
spoke at the closing session. Baraka,
a leader of the Committee For a Unified Newark, is one of the three temporary chairmen . for the national
Black political convention called for
Gary, Ind., on March 10-12.
He discussed the Gary convention,
sponsored by the Congressional Black
Caucus, and its possible benefits for
Black people. "We hope out of this

convention will come a national Black
political caucus that might be the seed
of a national Black political institution, a political party."
While this is how Baraka may see
developments after Gary, that is not
how the CBC looks at it. They have
no intention of splitting from the Democratic Party. The name of their game
is bolstering the image of the Democratic Party; making any post-Gary
political caucus an obstacle and a
brake on motion toward a Black
party.
Baraka himself has admitted in the
past that a national Black political
caucus would be just a pressuring
device on both the Democratic and
Republican parties and their national
conventions. So either he is deluding
himself with talk of a Black party,
or he is consciously deluding others.
Either way, the effect is the samecultivating the political dependence of
Black people upon the Democratic
Party.
Besides discussing the Gary convention, Baraka blasted the tactics
of ultraleftism. He also attacked some
of the more virulent anti-nationalist
Black Democrats in Newark who have
not gone along with his concept of
'operational unity."
Sadaukai took up efforts by the
capitalist class to co-opt the Black
nationalist movement and direct it toward. reformist channels. His main
line of fire was directed at the advocates of Black capitalism. He made
no mention of or reference to the moves
of the Black Democrats.
Sadaukai also discussed his recent
trip to Tanzania and to the liberated
areas of Portuguese-held Mozambique.
Other speakers at the conference included Les Campbell (Big Black) of
The East, an African-American cultural and educational center in Brooklyn; David Barrett of the Newark African Education Alliance; and Larry
Hamm, the 18-year-old member of
the Newark board of education who
introduced the resolution to place the
Black liberation flag in Newark
schools.
A Northeastern regional CAY conference is slated for late March, and
a New York conference will be held
in April. A national conference of the
Congress of African People, to which
the CAY is affiliated, is scheduled for
Labor Day weekend in San Diego.

Argentine prisoners
win support in U.S.
A broad spectrum of support is developing for the campaign to protest the abduction and torture of Argentine dissidents and to demand freedom for all political prisoners in Argentina. The campaign was launched
at the end of December by the United
States Committee for Justice to Latin
American Political Prisoners (US LA).
Among those who have endorsed
the campaign to date are: Skip Ball,
contributing editor, Colorado Daily;
Carl and Ann Braden, The Southern
Patriot; Bert Corona, Hermandad
General de Trabajadores (General
Brotherhood of Workers) of Los Angeles; Barbara Dane, folksinger; Emile
de Antonio, filmmaker (Point of Order
and Milhouse); Jules Feiffer, cartoonist; Ruth Gage-Colby, a coordinator
of the National Peace Action Coalition; Mario T. Garcia, professor at
San Diego ·State College; and Karl
Lenkersdorf, professor, Antioch College.
Other endorsers include The Root,
an underground paper in Grand Rapids, Mich.; Richard M. Dudley, pro-
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fessor, Massach~setts Institute of :echnology; Josephme Hulett, Nahonal
Council on Household Employment;
Florynce Kennedy, attor?ey; Barbara
Roberts, M. D., a coordmator of the
Women's National Abortion Action
Coalition; AI Senia, editor of the ASP
(Albany Student Press); the Reverend
William L. Wipfler, Latin American
Section of the National Council ~f
Churches; Carmen Baerga, Puerto ~~can Socialist Party; and the Th1rd
World Cinema Group.
USLA has set the goal of obtaining
an even more extensive list of prominent endorsers for a press conference
projected for the middle of March.
In every area in which it hall active
supporters, USLA aims to have from
two to 15 well-known people sign
cards endorsing the campaign.
To join in the effort to achieve this
goal, phone or write the US LA office for the necessary materials. The
office is located at 137 A West 14th
St., New York, N.Y. 10011. Telephone: (212) 924-0894.

By JOANNA MISNIK
NEW YORK- In his first speaking
engagement since his release from
prison Feb. 8, Richard X Clark, a
leader of the Attica rebellion, spoke
to the Feb. 18 Malcolm X memorial
meeting sponsored by the Lower Manhattan Militant Labor Forum. More
than 125 people attended, including
a number of former prisoners.
Clark was named by most major
news accounts as one of the central
leaders left alive after the Attica massacre. Born in New York City, he
spent five years in the Navy. Shortly
after his release from the service, he
was convicted of armed robbery- a
crime he says he did not commitand sentenced to four years. He has
just completed 32 months of that sentence, serving time in Sing Sing, Auburn, Walkill, Elmira, and finally Attica. Clark's early release had been
authorized prior to the events at Attica.
Since the September 1971 massacre,
70 inmates labeled as instigators have
been isolated in one cell block where
they are not allowed to see anyone
except their attorneys. The Wyoming
County Grand Jury has been investigating the Attica rebellion since midDecember, and indictments are expected to be handed down for murder, kidnapping, or manslaughter.
Clark is the first to be released who
faces possible charges. In preparation
for the expected wave of indictments,
he plans to make a vigorous speaking tour for the Attica Defense Committee.
Rather than giving a prepared
speech, Clark opted for an hour of
answering questions from the floor.
He began by explaining that "Every
prison can be Attica. It was not premeditated. We were pulled too tight,
like a rubber band."
Clark cited a list of dehumanizing
conditions to which prisoners are subjected. One of these is censorship of
personal letters and political literature. "I've never seen so much literature dealing with Black people till I
got here today. They won't let inmates
have anything to enhance their knowledge."
He reported that windows are often
opened at night in cold weather. When
prisoners build small fires in tobacco
cans to keep warm, they are drenched
with fire hoses. Prisoners sleep on metal slabs with a two-inch mattress.
Black prisoners who will not eat pork
for religious reasons often just don't
eat. Clark said the food was uncooked,
unsanitary, and frequently inedible.
Toilet paper is handed out only once
every six weeks. Prisoners are now
forced to use experimental toothpaste,
which was at one time voluntary.
A former prisoner in the audience
reminded Clark of "Black and white
ice." During the hot summers, ice is
brought into the prison yard. Ice for
whites is in a bucket. Ice for Blacks
in thrown on the ground.
Clark likened prison to a plantation.
Each prison, he said, has a special
item that it manufactures. At Attica,
the prisoners calculated that the metal
shop produced a net value of $1.7million yearly. The inmates are paid
25 to 35 cents a day. Food for pris-
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Richard X Clark at N.Y. Militant
labor Forum.
oners comes from a prison farm, and
clothing is made at the wonren's prisons. The prisoners, Clark reported,
are well aware of being economically
exploited.
"You can get any drug in the joint,"
Clark continued. "The Man knows
when I shoot I'm not concerned with
what's going on around me. We
formed vigilantes to get at the pushers
in prison. As long as they keep you
escaping from the problem, how can
you get together? The most high is to
get involved."
Clark's talk indicated that many of
the prisoners have come to understand
the need for a revolution in this country. "A lot of the brothers said they
were Maoist, Trotskyist, or whathave
you. We don't designate one precise
doctrine. We took a little bit from all
ideologies to apply it here. We had
39 hostages and Rockefeller sent the
storm troopers. If we would havejust
one corporation owner, all the brothers would be up here talking to you.
The politicians came up and made
promises but never did a thing. Talk
about Democrats and Republicansthey got a man for all seasons.
"We were successful- in a morbid
way- because we all came together,
white, Black, Spanish. We took the
position that if we had to give our
lives to get the word out to people,
that was enough. H the Man snuffs
me out now, don't sit and watch me
die; step over me to get to him. One
thing. he's afraid of is solidarity, and
that's what we had," he concluded.
Contributions can be sent to the Attica Defense Committee, cfo New York
Lawyers Guild, 1 Hudson St., New
York, N.Y. 10013.
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