
Maoists reaffirm antibusing stand 

Which way will RU march on Dec.14? 
By WENDY LYONS 

The Maoist Revolutionary Union 
(RU) has come under sharp. attack 
from many in the radical movement 
for its opposition to busing to deseg
regate Boston's public schools. By re
fusing to side with the Black com
munity and its allies in the fight to 
defeat the racist opponents of the fed
erally ordered busing plan, RU has 
come down on the side of the reac
tionaries in Boston. 

In addition to The Militant, groups 
in the Maoist camp, such as the Octo
ber League (OL) and the Guardian, 
have scored RU for its rotten line. 

Even some members of the RU stu
dent group, the Revolutionary Stu
dent Brigade, have had a hard time 
swallowing the arguments RU has 
used to defend its line. 

Under this pressure, RU has now 
undertaken a "self-criticism." However, 
while retreating on some of their most 
blatant formulations, their line re
mains fundamentally the same. They 
contend that busing is a ruling-class 
tool whose aim is to divide Black and 
white workers. And they reaffirm their 
opposition to the struggle of Blacks 
to end segregation by any means nec
essary, including busing. This strug
gle, RU argues, is divisive. 

In the Oct. 25 issue of The Mili
tant, we reprinted part of a leaflet 
showing that the RU had gone so 
far in its adaptation to the white racists 
that it even used the stop sign, which 
has become the symbol of the anti
busing movement. The leaflet de
manded, "Stop the busing plan." 

In their self-criticism, the editors of 
RU's monthly newspaper, Revolution, 
concede that they were wrong to use 
the stop-sign symbol. "The RU com
rades responsible for the symbol being 
put on the leaflet," the editors claim, 
"were not aware then that it was being 
used by the reactionaries" ! If this is 

true, the RU leaflet writers must have 
been the only people in Boston igno
rant of this fact, since the symbol 
was plastered all over town. Certain
ly none of the Black students wo11ld 
have had any difficulty identifying that 
symbol with the racists who organized 
the mobs to hurl stones at the school 
buses. 

The Militant also reprinted the front-
page headline from the October issue 
of Revolution, which read: "People 
Must Unite to Smash Boston Busing 
Plan." Revolution now regrets this 
headline also. It reflected, the editors 
self-critically point out, a tendency "to 
overemphasize the question of op
posing the busing plan." 

"While it is correct to oppose this 
particular busing plan," they wrote, 
"communists, as we said in that article, 
do not support or oppose busing in the 
abstract, though we a.re in principle 
for integration of the schools, housing, 
etc . . . .  " 

In other words, RU doesn't oppose 
busing "in the abstract," only in the 
concrete! RU thus joins the ranks of 
the Supreme Court, the Congress, and 
the president of the United States- all 
of whom are against segregation "in 
principle," but oppose specific plans, 
like the busing of schoolchildren in 
Boston, designed to end deseg
regation. 

RU now says, "The demand we 
should be focusing more around in the 
Boston struggle is the question of 
equal and decent education, while, 
within that, opposing this particular 
busing plan, and at the same time 
making clear our general stand in 
favor of integration and equality be
tween nationalities." 

A neat trick. RU says it's for integra
tion, but it fails to explain how the 
schools can be desegregated without 
busing. Since housing is segregated in 
Boston the only way to desegregate 
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Will Revolutionary Union join Boston Freedom March, or will it support racists like 
these? 

the schools is to bus students to dif
ferent neighborhoods. 

The Black community in Boston 
understands this. So do the racists. 

The antibusing forces have made 
a big hue and cry about preserving 
"neighborhood schools," howling 
about how terrible it is that some of 
their children have to go to school 
at the formerly all-Black Roxbury 
High. 

But they are also boycotting their 
own "neighborhood school" - "Southie" 
- because Blacks are now going to
school there. The slogan of "neigh
borhood schools" is a transparent
cover for racist resistance to any
moves toward desegregation.

Unfortunately, RU continues its ef
forts to provide "left" arguments for op
ponents of desegregation. 

RU is particlilarly defensive over the 
criticisms they have gotten for their 
demand to "end police attacks on 
whites." Defenders of the right of Black 

children to attend desegregated schools 
should be demanding that the govern
ment act to enforce the law on civil 
rights. This includes the use of police 
power, and federal troops if the police 
can't or won't do it, to protect the 
school buses and Black people in gen
eral from the racist violence in Bos
ton. 

The RUers, however, put out a leaf
let that says: "Stop the Racist Attacks 
on Black People: Stop Police Attacks 
on Black, Latin and White People and 
People of all Nationalities. . .. " 

How evenhanded! Perhaps the RU 
will take the next logical step and set 
up defense committees for the white 
"victims" who got arrested after the 
cops felt compelled to forcibly stop a 
mob from murdering Jean-Louis 
Yvon, a Black man who was near
ly lynched while driving his car 
through South Boston. 

RU tries to defend its position by 
Continued on page 26

Young Socialists organize for Boston protest 
By GINNY HILDEBRAND 
One of the central discussions at the 
upcoming Young Socialist Alliance 
convention in St. Louis will be how to 
defeat the racist offensive in Boston 
against school desegregation. The 
convention will begin Dec. 28 and will 
run through Jan. 1. 

Since the call for a national march 
on Boston against racism came out 
Nov. 14, the YSA has been on a cam
paign footing to build the demonstra
tion. 

YSA leaders on national speaking 
tours to publicize the YSA convention 
have used their campus meetings and 
media engagements to encourage 
everyone opposed to racism to join 
the Freedom March on Boston. 

In Milwaukee, for example, the head
line on the women's page of the Sen
tinel, a daily newspaper, read: "Young 
Socialist Urges Boston March." The 
article was on the Milwaukee tour of 
Delpfine Welch, YSA national orga
nizational secretary. 

At a taping for the Ira Fistell show 
on WRIT radio in Milwaukee, Welch 
explained that the desegregation issue 
is not just a Boston question. "H these 
racists get the green light in Boston," 
she said, "that would endanger all of 
the gains made by the civil rights 
and Black liberation movements." 

At a Brooklyn College meeting in 
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YSA leader Delpfine Welch, on nation
al speaking tour, warns of danger from 
racist drive in Boston. 

New York, Jose G. Perez, YSA na
tional executive committee member, 
spoke on "How to fight racism in 
Boston." After explaining the issues 
at stake in Boston, he urged the stu
dents at the meeting to take leaflets 
to build a meeting called by several 
Brooklyn College campus groups for 
the next day to discuss organizing 
busloads of students to go up to Bos
ton. 

Vince Eagan, another Y SA national 
spokesperson and a leading activist in 
the struggle against police terror in 

Atlanta's Black community, reports 
from Philadelphia that the student 
government at Philadelphia Com
munity College has already made 
plans to send a bus to the Boston 
march. 

While in Philadelphia, Eagan spoke 
to students at the DuBois House, a 
Black dormitory at the University of 
Pennsylvania. He also spoke to 50 
students at Shippensburg State Col
lege in Shippensburg, Pa. 

In Eugene, Ore., where Laura Moor
head, YSA national committee mem
ber from Los Angeles, is on tour, 
KEZ I-TV and the Register Guard, the 
Eugene city paper, covered her tour. 
Moorhead also spoke at campuses in 
Portland, where six people expressed 
interest in making the long trip to the 
convention in St. Louis. 

Young Socialist traveling teams, 
which have been on the road for six 
weeks, are also using their remaining 
time to build student support for the 
Dec. 14 march as well as for the YSA 
convention. 

Another way that the YSA will help 
to publicize the Dec. 14 action is by 
distributing a special four-page sup
plement to their monthly newspaper, 
the Young Socialist, headlined, "Join 
Boston Freedom March!" Also a YSA 
button, "End Racist Attacks in Bos
ton," will soon be available. 

In summing up the purpose of the 
YSA speaking tours, Jose G. Perez 
told The Militant, "The YSA thinks 
that all young people opposed to rac
ism should be in Boston on Dec. 14 
or participating in local solidarity ac
tions on that day. 

"In addition, young people need to 
plan out a broad strategy to fight 
racist attacks throughout the country 
and to change this whole capitalist 
system, which is based on oppression 
and exploitation. This is what will be 
discussed at our upcoming national 
convention in St. Louis. We are urging 
young people to march on Boston 
Dec. 14, and to go to St. Louis Dec. 
28." 

·------------

( ) Send me more information about 
the YSA 
( ) I would like to attend the con
vention. 
( ) I want to join the YSA 
( ) I would like a YSA speaker at 
my school. 

Name _____________ _ 
Address ____________ _ 
City ______ State_Zip __ _ 

Send to: YSA, Box 471 Cooper Sta
tion, New York, N. Y. 10003. 
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Calendar 
ATLANTA 

WHATS AT STAKE IN BOSTON. Speakers: Vince 
Eagan, 1974 Socialist Workers Party candidate for 
governor of Georgia, who recently returned from 
Boston; others. Fri., Dec. 6, B p.m. 68 Peachtree St., 
lhird Floor. Donation: Sl. Ausp: Militant Bookstore 
Forum. For more information coli (404) 523-0610. 

BOSTON 
THE CIVIL RIGHTS STRUGGLE TODAY: WHY WE 
MARCH ON BOSTON. Speakers: Rexford Weng, ex
ecutive board member, state lobar council; Maceo 
Dixon, cochoirperson, 197 4 Socialist Workers Nation
al Campaign Committee. Fri., Dec., 6, 8 p.m. 655 
Atlantic Ave. (opp. Sou., Sta.). Donation: Sl. Ausp: 
Militant Forum. For more information call (617) 482-
8050. 

LOS ANGELES: CENTRAL- EAST 
THE SCHOOL DESEGREGAnON CRISIS IN BOSTON 
AND PASADENA. Speakers: Fred Halstead, eyewi~ 
ness reporter in Boston for lhe Militant; Michael Zin
zin, Pasadena Community Information Center; others. 
Fri., Dec. 6, 8 p.m. 710 S. Westlake Ave (near 7th 
and Alvaradoj. Donation: Sl. Ausp: Militant Forum. 
For more information call (213) 483-1512. 

NEW YORK CITY 
RACIST VIOLENCE IN BOSTON: HOW TO FIGHT IT. 
Speakers: Dennis Serrette, president of New York 
State Coalition of Black Trade Unionists, vice-president 
of Communications Workers of America Local 1100, 
and leader of Emergency Committee for a National 
Mobilization against Racism; Peter Camejo, member 
of national committee, Socialist Workers Party. Fri., 
Dec. 6, 8 p.m. Eisner- Lubin Aud., Loeb Student Center, 
NYU (Washington Sq. S. & LaGuardia) Donation: Sl. 
Ausp: New York City Militant Forums and NYU Young 
Socialist Alliance. For more information call (212) 
9B2-4966. 

ST. LOUIS 
SOCIALISM AND INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY- GRAND 
OPENING FORUM. Speaker: Harry Ring, Southwest 
Bureau editor, lhe Militant." Fri., Dec. 6, 8 p.m. 4660 
Maryland, Suite 17. Donation: Sl. Ausp: Militant Fe> 
rum. For more information call (314) 367-2520. 

SAN DIEGO 
ISRAEl. THE U.S., AND THE LIBERATION OF PALES. 
nNE. Speaker to be announced. Fri., Dec. 6, 8 p.m. 
4635 El Cajon Blvd. Donation: Sl. Ausp: Militant Fe> 
rum. For more information call (714) 280-1292. 

SAN FRANCISCO 
EYEWITNESS REPORT: HOW TO FIGHT RACISM IN 
BOSTON. Speaker: Andrew Pulley, national chairper
son, Young Socialist Alliance. Fri., Dec6, 8 p.m. 1519 
Mission St. Donation: Sl. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. 
For more Information call (415) 864-9174. 

TWIN CinES 
BATTLESHIP POTEMKIN: FILM BY SERGEI EISENSTEIN. 
Fri., Dec. 6, 8 p.m. 25 University Ave. S. E., Mpls. 
Donation: Sl. Ausp: Militant Forum. For more infor
mation call (612) 332-7781. 
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accusing its critics of being enemies 
of the working class. They say, " ... 
the SWP, like OL, insists that white 

people in South Boston are just rac
ists- backward clods who we should 
call on the ruling class to suppress." 

RU argues that the rulers, not the 
white workers, are responsible for rac
ism. This is true. But when workers 
adopt the ruling-class ideology of rac
ism, it is the duty of revolutionaries 
to combat it, not pander to it. White 
workers have to be told that it is not 
in their interests to be used as a tool 
in the oppression of Black workers. 

R U fails to see that by uniting with 
white workers on a program of op
posing desegregation, they arefighting 
to defend the special privileges that go 
with being white in this society. 

R U says that all Boston schools 
are bad and that this won't be solved 
by desegregation. But as bad as all 
the schools are, the formerly all-white 
schools were superior. The reaction
aries want to maintain that inequality. 

In Boston, Black and white work
ers have an interest in uniting with 
each other to fight to improve all of 
the schools. But this unity can never 
come about while Blacks are being 
beaten up by white workers for mere
ly trying to get an equal education 
under the present system. It can only 
come about when white workers sup
port the demands of the Black com
munity for an end to racist discrim
ination in education. 

Two demonstrations will take place 
in Boston on the weekend of Dec. 14. 
One is the national Freedom March, 
initiated by Blacks and trade unionists 
who support the Black community's 
right to desegregated schools. The rac
ists have called a counterdemonstra
tion for the next day. In the next two 
weeks, many people will be asking 
members of RU a straightforward 
question: Which of the two demonstra
tions will R U support? 

... auto 
Continued from page JO 

iodic crises of overproduction, declin
ing sales, and mass layoffs are a built
in feature of the capitalist economy. 
The auto industry is especially sus
ceptible to the swings of the business 
cycle. 

Although the auto barons are com
plaining about falling profits, they 
reap billions out of every business 
cycle. 

There is no way the auto workers 
can resolve these crises by trying to 
solve the problems of the company or 
the capitalist economy as a whole. 

Socialist Directory 
ARIZONA: Phoenix: YSA, c/o Steve Shliveck, P. 0. 

Box 890, Tempe, Ariz. 85281. 
Tucson: YSA,c/o Tim Clennon, S. U. P. 0. Box 20965, 

Tucson, Ariz. 85720. 
CALIFORNIA: Berkeley-Oalcland: SWP and YSA, 

1849 University Ave., Berkeley, Calif. 94703. Tel: 
(415) 548-0354. 

Los Angeles, Central-East: SWP, YSA, Militant Book
store, 710 S. Westlake Ave., los Angeles, Calif. 90057. 
Tel: (213) 483-1512. 

Los Angeles, West Side: SWP and YSA, 230 Broad
way, Santa Monica, Calif. 90401. Tel: (213) 394-9050. 

los Angeles: City-wide SWP and YSA, 710 S. West
lake Ave., los Angeles, Calif. 90057. Tel: (213) 483-
0357. 

Sacramento: YSA, c/o Marlene Metcalf, P. 0. Box 
2061, Sacramento, Calif. 95810. 

San Diego: SWP, YSA, and Militant Bookstore, 4635 
El Caton Blvd., San Diego, Calif. 92115. Tel: (714) 
280-1292. 

San Francisco: SWP, YSA, Militant labor Forum, and 
Militant Books, 1519 Mission St., San Francisco, Calif. 
94103. Tel: (415) 864-9174. 

Sun Jose: YSA, c/o John Hummer, 96 S. 17th St., 
San Jose, Calif. 95112. Tel: (408) 286-0615. 

Santa Barbara: YSA, P.O. Box 14606, UCSB, Santa 
Barbaro, Calif. 93107. 

COLORADO: Denver: SWP, YSA, and Militant Book
store, 1203 California, Denver, Colo. 80204. Tel: SWP 
- (303) 623-2825, YSA-(303) 266-9431. 

CONNECnCUT: Hartford: YSA, P.O. Box 1184, Hart
ford, Conn. 06101. 

FLORIDA: Tallahassee: YSA, c/o Meriwether Shep
herd, B11 W. Pensacola St., Tallahassee, Fla. 32304. 
Tel: (904) 877-5787. 
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GEORGIA: Atlanta: Militant Bookstore, 68 Peachtree 
St., N. E., Third Floor, Atlanta, Ga. 30303. SWP and 
YSA, P.O. Box 846, Atlanta, Ga. 30301. Tel: (404) 
523-0610. 

HAWAII: Honolulu: YSA, c/o David Hough, 629 Ban
nister St. •4, Honolulu, Hawaii 96819. 

ILLINOIS: Chicago: SWP, YSA, Pathfinder Books, 428 
S. Wabash, Fifth Floor, Chicago, Ill. 60605. Tel: SWP
(312) 939-0737, YSA- (312) 427-0280, Pathfinder 
Books- (312) 939-0756. 

Urbana: YSA, Room 284 lllini Union, Urbana, Ill. 
61801. 

INDIANA: Bloomington: YSA, c/o Student Activities 
Desk, Indiana University, Bloomington, Ind. 47401. 

Indianapolis: YSA, c/o Dave Ellis, 1309 E. Vermont, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 46202. 

KANSAS: Lawrence: YSA, c/o Christopher Starr, 
3020 Iowa St., Apt. C-14, lawrence, Kans. 66044. Tel: 
(913) 864-4738 or 842-8658. 

KENTUCKY: Louisville: YSA, Box 8026, Louisville, 
Ky. 40208. 

MARYLAND: Baltimore: YSA, 709 W. Monument St., 
Baltimore, Md. 21201. Tel: (301) 383-8128. 

MASSACHUSETTS: Baston: SWP and YSA, c/o Militant 
Labor Forum, 655 Atlantic Ave., Third Floor, Boston, 
Mass. 02111. Tel: SWP-(617) 482-8050, YSA-(617) 
482-8051; Issues and Activists Speakers' Bureau (IASB) 
and Regional Committee-(617) 482-8052; Pathfinder 
Books- (617) 338-8560. 

MICHIGAN: Ann Arbor: YSA, Room 4103 Mich. 
Union, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
48104. Tel: (313) 668-6334. 

Detroit: SWP, YSA, Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3737Wood
ward Ave., Detroit, Mich. 48201. Tel: (313) TE1-6135. 

East lansing: YSA, Second Floor OHices, Union Bldg. 

Workers have to look·. out for their 
own interests, by mobilizing the tre
mendous power of their unions. 

Some steps in the right direction were 
proposed at a Nov. 14 news confer
ence in Detroit by Jordan Sims, UAW 
Local 961 president and a leader of 
the United National Caucus, a small 
opposition group in the UAW. 

Sims proposed that the UAW call 
a special convention "to discuss the 
crisis and plan strategies for a co
ordinated response." He said he favor
ed a "share-the-work" program, where
by the available work would be spread 
around to all who need it. " ... we 
must insist on a full work force and 
a full weekly paycheck," he explained. 

Sims also urged a mass demonstra
tion by auto workers to focus atten
tion on their plight. 

One protest demonstration did oc
cur on Nov. 18, at Chrysler's world 
headquarters in nearby Highland 
Park. Several hundred auto workers, 
many of them Black, chanted such 
slogans as "Keep all the plants open" 
and "We demand jobs-We came to 
fight for jobs- We're going to win 
that fight." 

The action was organized by the 
Jefferson Avenue Revolutionary Union 
Movement. 

Sims requested that other UAW of
ficials respond to his proposals, but 
none have done so. 

The idea of a shorter workweek at 
no reduction in pay has been part of 
the union's pr\>gram for years, co
dified in the "3b for 40" slogan: 30 
hours work for 40 hours pay. This 
slogan has been buried by the UAW 
officialdom, but now is clearly the 
time to revive it and wage a cam
paign to win this demand. 

If the companies insist that they can't 
afford to employ all the auto workers, 
then they should be forced to reveal 
their true financial status. Asonework
er at Chevrolet's forge plant in Ham
tramck, Mich., put it "The auto com
panies tell a lot of lies, just like the 
oil companies, to get a free rein. w., 
should inspect their books ourselv ... 

. .. FBI 
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SNCC [Student Nonviolent Coordi
nating Committee] and other less pub
licized groups should be developed 
and expanded to determine the size 
and purpose of these groups and their 
relationship to other groups, and also 
to determine the whereabouts of per
sons who- might be involved in insti-

Michigan State University, East Lansing, Mich. 48823. 
MINNESOTA: Minneapolis-St. Paul: SWP, YSA, Labor 

Bookstore, 25 University Ave. S. E., Mpls., Minn.55414. 
Tel: (61 2) 332-7781 . 

MISSOURI: St. Louis: SWP, YSA, Pathfinder Books, 
4660 Maryland, Suite 17, St. Louis, Mo. 6310B. Tel: 
(314) 367-2520. 

NEW JERSEY: New Brunswick: YSA, c/o Richard Ariza, 
515 S. First Ave., Highland Park, N.J. 08904. Tel: 
(201) 828-4710. 

NEW YORK: Albany: YSA, c/o Spencer livingston, 
317 State St., Albany, N.Y. 12210. 

Broolclyn: SWP and YSA, 136 Lawrence St. (at Wil
loughby), Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201. Tel: (212)596-2849. 

BuHalo: YSA, P. 0. Box 604, BuHalo, N.Y. 14240. 
New York City: City-wide SWP and YSA, 706 Broad

way (4th St.), Eighth Floor, New York, N.Y. 10003. Tel: 
(212) 982-4966. 

Lower Manhattan: SWP, YSA, and Merit Bookstore. 
706 Broadway (4th St.), Eighth Floor, New York, N.Y. 
10003. Tel: SWP, YSA-(212) 982-6051; MeritBooks
(212) 982-5940. 

Ossining: YSA, c/o Scott Cooper, 127-1 S. Highland 
Ave., Ossining, N.Y. 10562. Tel: (914) 941-8565. 

Upper West Side: SWP, YSA, Pathfinder Bookstore, 
2726 Broadway (104th St.), New York, N.Y. 10025. 
Tel: (212) 663-3000. 

OHIO: Cincinnati: YSA, c/o C. R. Mitts, P. 0. Box 
32084, Cincinnati, Ohio 45232. Tel: (513) 242-9043. 

Cleveland: SWP and YSA, 4420 Superior Ave., 
Cleveland, Ohio 44103. Tel: SWP-(216) 391-5553. 
YSA-(216) 391-3278. 

Columbus: YSA, c/o Margaret Van Epp, 670 Cuye>
hoga Ct., Columbus, Ohio 43210. Tel: (614) 268-7860. 

OREGON: Portland: SWP and YSA, 208 S. W. Stark, 

.. 
gating riot activity in violation of fed
eral law." 

In a subsequent memo, dated 
Nov. 9, 1967, Clark called for a new 
spy unit to be set up, the Interdivision 
Information Unit (IDIU). He as
signed the !DIU to investigate groups 
and individuals 'Who may play a role 
either in instigating or spreading dis
orders .... " Aware that this surveil
lance was completely unconstitutional, 
Clark warned that the IDIU "must 
be kept in strictest confidence." 

Clark's orders for stepped-up spy
ing against Blacks came just at the 
time that the COINTELPRO opera
tions against the Black movement be
gan to intensify. 

The FBI is still using Clark's direc
tives as authority for illegal investi
gations. 

At the HISC hearings, Kevin Ma
roney, a deputy assistant attorney gen
eral, testified that FBI spying in "the 
civil disturbance area" follows "the 
principal guidelines . . . set forth in 
Attorney General Ramsey Clark's 
memorandum." 

How many other secret memoran
dums on harassment of the Black 
movement exist? What documents is 
the Justice Department hiding from the 
public on Martin Luther King, who 
was assassinated in the middle of 
Clark's term as attorney general? 
What "guidelines" did Clark suggest 
for disruption of the giant antiwar 
demonstrations that occurred at the 
end of his term? 

The American people have a right 
to see all the secret FBI and Justice 
Department files. 

... YSA 
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ers Party as an organization advo
cating violent overthrow of the Gov
ernment on the basis of such pas
sages would be a characterization 
based on what was not said rather 
than what was said." 

A statement by the Political Rights 
Defense Fund (PRDF) urged the 
broadest possible support for the SWP 
and YSA suit, in face of the ominous 
attempt by the government to revive 
use of the reactionary Smith Act. The 
PRDF is organizing to publicize and 
raise funds for the suit, which is being 
handled by attorneys Leonard Bou
din and Herbert Jordan. 

To find out how you can help, con
tact PRDF at 156 Fifth Ave., Rm. 
703, New York, N.Y. 10010. Phone 
(212) 691-3270. 

Fifth Floor, Portland, Ore. 97204. Tel: (503) 226-2715. 
PENNSYLVANIA: Edinboro: YSA, Edinboro State Col
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