
Denver 
Chicanos 
run activist 
school bd. 

• campa1gn 
By AL BALDIVIA 
DENVER, May 16-Three Chicano 
activists have just completed a cam­
paign as Raza Unida Partycandidates 
for Denver school board. During their 
campaign, antonio Archuleta, Nita 
Aleman, and Madeline Navarro took 
an active part in local struggles for 
Chicano control of Chicano education. 

Archuleta, who is from Denver's 
·North Side barrio, is an elementary 
teacher at Escuela Tlatelolco, the 
school run by the Crusade for Justice. 
He participated in the struggle by 
North Denver Chicanos for control 
of La Raza Park. 

Nita Aleman, an activist since high 
school in the Texas and Colorado 
Chicano movements, also teaches at 
Escuela Tlatelolco. 

Madeline Navarro, a North Denver 
community activist, has participated 
for years in the struggle to improve 
Chicano education. She has five chil­
dren attending Denver schools. 

Aleman, Archuleta, and Navarro re­
ceived 1,015, 993, and 769 votes re­
spectively in yesterday's elections. 
Their totals ran close to 1 percent 
of the votes cast. 

A major campaign issue raised by 
the R UP candidates was the racist 
treatment of Chicano students, who 
are constantly harassed by cops, 
teachers, and administrators. Some 
public schools in Denver have been 

· closed down. In others, plainclothes 
and uniformed police patrol the hans. 

At Remington Elementary School, 
for example, a third grade student 
who accidentally dropped a flag was 
expelled when he refused to pick it 
up. Madeline Navarro and Jose 
Gonzales, the Raza Unida Party cam­
paign director, joined a picket line 
outside the school to protest the ex­
pulsion. They were arrested and 
charged with "loitering about a 
school." The Chicano community is 
demanding the resignation of the 
school principal. 

On May 10 a blowout (student walk­
out) occurred at another predomi­
nantly Chicano school, Horace Mann 
Junior High. Students were protesting 
racist treatment, lack of physical im­
provements, and denial of the right 
to form political organizations in the 
school. They also demanded the firing 
of nine racist teachers. 

During the protest, teachers and 
cops brutalized several students, 
knocking one young woman down 
the stairs. Madeline Navarro, who has 
two children at Horace Mann, at­
tempted to investigate the assaults on 
the students. When she arrived at the 
school, however, she was arrested and 
charged with "an unlawful act in or 
about the school." 

The RUP candidates called for tax­
ing corporations rather than indivi­
duals to cope with the problem of 
a declining tax base to support Denver 
schools. Tax revenue has dropped as 
white families have moved to the 
suburbs. 

The Socialist Workers Party of 
Colorado urged a vote for the three 
R UP candidates. 

THE MIUTANT/MAY 25, 1973 

New SUP-P-Qrt for MaY. 26 
African liberation day actions set 
By BAXTER SMITH 
"The May 26 demonstration will be 
of extreme significance because Black 
people will be saying in massive num­
bers that we face a common oppres­
sion all over the world and that 
through our unity and support of the 
struggles, not just on the Mrican conti­
nent but wherever we are, we can find 
a common solution." This was how 
Sister Alice Reid of the African Lib­
eration Day Coordinating Committee 
(ALDCC) told a New York City news 
conference on May 9 of the importance 
of Mrican Liberation Day. 

The conference was chaired by 
Roger Newell of the African Liberation 
Support Committee (ALSC). Other 
speakers included Percy Sutton, Man­
hattan borough president; Livingston 
Wingate, executive director of the 
Urban League; the Reverend Leon 
Modeste of the executive council of 
the Episcopal Church; and others. 

The well-attended news conference, 
covered by most major daily papers, 
TV and radio stations, was a high 
point of last week's preparations for 
May 26 in New York. 

A group of Black hospital workers 
from Lincoln Hospital in the Bronx 

offered their support for May 26, as 
did the New York chapter of the Na­
tional Association of Black Social 
Workers and the New York Society 
of Mro-American Transit Employees. 
Several groups of high school stu­
dents have taken literature for distri­
bution. Two groups of Black Gis in 
West Germany and Sweden have re­
quested information and literature on 
the action. 

This week the committee· secured a 
sound truck for use in publicizing the 
action throughout New York's Black 
communities. More than 125,000 leaf­
lets have been printed to build the 
demonstration, as well as 25,000 but­
tons, 50,000 stickers, and 9,000 post­
ers. Literature tables are up every 
day in busy areas around the city 
building the protest. 

The May 26 demonstration in 
Houston has also received wide sup­
port within the Black community. The 
march there will begin at 11 a. m. in 
Wiley Park (the original slave-trad!l 
base in Houston prior to the Civil 
War) and proceed through the down­
town area to a 4 p. m. rally in Eman­
cipation Park. 

The protesters will make stops at 
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New York press conference. Front row from left: Alice Reid, Roger Newell, Percy 
Sutton, Leon Modeste. 

AbernathY.. Williams jailed 

the federal building, Gulf Oil Corpora­
tion building, the First National City 
Bank, and the site of the shooting of 
Carl Hampton, a Black militant mur­
dered during a police attack on the 
Black community in August 1970. 

The main speakers will be Dawolu 
Gene Locke, local organizer of the 
ALSC, and Msanasekay Linda 
Gqobose, of the national executive 
committee 'of the Pan-Mricanist Con­
gress of Azania (South Mrica). Other 
speakers will include representatives 
of the sanitation workers, postal work­
ers, and welfare workers, as well as · 
college and high school students. 

The ALSC has supporters in 11 
cities across Texas. One of the groups 
supporting May 26 is the Texas Black 
Political Caucus. It is introducing leg­
islation this week into the Texas state 
legislature that would ban importation 
of South African and Rhodesian prod­
ucts through Texas ports. 

Eight Connecticut ALSCs are mak­
ing final plans for the May 26 protest 
in New Haven. The protest will con­
sist of a march from the Black com­
munity through downtown New 
Haven with stops at Shell Oil, Gulf 
Oil, and Holiday Inn. The marchers 
will also stop at Yale University to 
protest its complicity with these cor­
porations. 

Speakers at the rally will include 
Andrew Pulley of the Young Socialist 
Alliance and, tentatively, two Black 
state legislators. Articles have ap­
peared in various newspapers around 
the state publicizing the protest. 

Several Militant Labor Forums in 
cities across the country are holding 
meetings to build support for May 26. 
On May 11, the West Side Militant 
Forum in New York sponsored a dis­
cussion on apartheid in South Africa. 
Speakers included B. R. Washington, 
Socialist Workers Party candidate for 
Manahattan borough president and 
activist in the ALDCC, and Gail 
Morlan and Marie Orth-Pallavicini of 
the Southern Mrica Committee. 

Rich's strike continues in Atlanta 
By TONY DUTROW 
ATLANTA, May 14- The strike and 
boycott at Rich's department store by 
Black workers here has entered its 
seventh week. Although negotiations 
have begun, management still refuses 
to seriously consider the workers' de­
mands. 

The strikers are demanding a $1 an 
hom: across-the-board wage increase 
and an end to Rich's racist hiring, 
firing, and promotional practices. Of 
the 10,000 workers employed by the 
department store chain, 2,000 are 
Black. 

On May 12, the Reverend Ralph 
Abernathy, national president of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Con­
ference (SCLC), joined 300 strikers 
in a spirited march to the suburban 
home of Harold Brockey, chairman 
of the board of directors at Rich's. 
Despite police efforts to barricade the 
area, the Black workers held a rally 
in front of the executive's home. Fol­
lowing this rally, police arrested Aber­
nathy and the Reverend Joe Boone, 
a local civil rights leader. 

Strikers had attempted a similar 
march on May 5, which resulted in the 
police arresting more than 50 demon­
strators,. including Hosea Williams of 
the SCLC. 

Through an injunction won on April 
24, Rich's has been able to limit the 

number of pickets at any one of its 
stores to 12, thus breaking up the 
mass picket lines used by the strikers .• 
White workers had been crossing the 
picket lines since the beginning of the 
strike, but now with much smaller 
picket lines, many more white shop­
pers and workers are entering Rich's 
downtown store. 

Black shoppers, most of whom pre­
viously honored the picket .lines, have 
been crossing them in greater num­
bers, indicating confusion in the Black 
community as to whether the strike 
and boycott are still on. 

The strikers have rejected two offers 
made by Rich's to end the strike. Man­
agement met with the strikers' negotia­
ting committee, led by Hosea Williams, 
on May 1. The company balked at 
dealing with any of the strikers' de­
mands and offered only a vague 
proposal. At a subsequent meeting, 
the strikers overwhelmingly rejected 
this deal. 

Following last week's protest, Rich's 
came up with another offer. In this 
new proposal, management promised 
to rehire all but four of those on strike. 
The demand for a wage increase for 
the strikers, the proposal said, would 
be "considered within 90 days after 
they return to work." The workers 
turned down this plan as well and 
are continuing their strike. 

In a related development, Rich's has 
appointed prominent Black business­
man Jesse Hill to its board of 
directors. Hill is the first Black board 
member. According to an article in 
the May 13 Atlanta Journal-Constitu­
tion, Hill says the strike at Rich's 
is unnecessary, claiming that the man- ' 
agement was already planning to meet 
strikers' demands. 
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