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The U.S. Department of Health, Education, 

and Welfare recently announced that the Ford 
administration opposes the Mexican-Ameri- 
can Rural Community Anti-Poverty Act of 
1975 (HR 5937). This is a bill "to provide for 
demonstration projects to combat rural 
poverty, to restore community land grants, to 
promote rural community bilingualism, to 
revive rural Mexican-American culture, and for 
other purposes.” Funds could be used, 
according to the bill's sponsor, Rep. Augus-; 
tus F. Hawkins, D,, Calif., “ for purposes such 
as improving community facilities, reacquir
ing community lands for the grants, assisting 
community schools, fostering Mexican-Amer
ican history, culture, and lifestyles in the 
community, establishment of community 
manpower and training programs, creating 
community legal service projects that focus 
especially on the land grants themselves, 
combatting juvenile delinquency, crime, drug 
addiction, and poverty generally, and similar 
programs.”

This and similar bills introduced since 
1970 by Hawkins, who is chairman of the 
subcommittee on Equal Opportunities of 
the House Education and Labor Committee 
have never even made it out of the committee. 
Hearings were held on this and two other pro
gressive bills in Santa Fe in 1975, with a 
tremendous amount of community input, but 
no motion has occurred since then.

There is a crying need for justice and aid for 
the Mexican national minority and Indian 
peoples of the Southwest. Their lands have 
been stolen, their social customs and laws 
thrown out, their languages suppressed, and 
many thousands live in dire poverty, due to 
USNA imperialism.

Before 1846 and the war of aggression, the 
USNA waged against Mexico, the Mexican 
and Indian peoples owned over half of the 
land that is presently New Mexico. The rest 
was mainly unusuable desert. The Crown of 
Spain, and later the Governor of Mexico 
granted millions of acres in the Southwest in 
private and community land grants. By 1846 
there were about 2,000 community land 
grants in the territory, which is divided 
between the states of New Mexico, Arizona, 
California, Texas, Colorado, Utah, and Neva
da. Community land grants made up over 
95% of the total grants.

The community land grants were given to 
10 or more settlers and their families to 
cultivate. Most of the land was held in 
common by ail - the villagers or pueblos so 
they could make use of the pasturage, woods, 
and othernatural products of the land, and so 
they could maintain their livestock. These are 
known as the "common lands” or e/idos, and 
could not legally be broken up to sell. In 
addition, much untitled land was legally 
owned through continuous occupancy. Under 
Spanish law, water rights belonged to and 
stayed with the land.

The 1847 Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo 
which ended the land grabbing war against 
Mexico, obligated the United States govern
ment to protect the property and civil rights of 
the people who had lived under Mexican rule. 
Sincethat time, USNA imperialism has set in, 
and there has been an uninterrupted history of 
land and water theft by every means from the 
Mexican national minority and Indian peoples 
by private land grabbers and by the state and 
federal governments. Violence and outright 
fraud have been used in addition to “ legal” 
methods.

In 1854, the US Congress reserved the right 
to pass upon private land claims in New 
Mexico through direct legislative enactment. 
No provisions were made for surveying costs 
and legal fees, which the claimants had to 
pay. Surveyors and lawyers grew wealthy as 
they made deals with each other, and were 
often paid in land. Only two federal land 
offices were set up to process the claims. 
Many of the grant occupants never heard of 
the legal requirements, or couldn’t travel that 
far or afford a lawyer. Original copies of deeds 
and titles to the land were preserved in 
Spanish and Mexican archives in Santa Fe, 
but the archives were partially destroyed by 
early New Mexico territorial governors. Mil
lions of acres were lost. In 1881, the Court of 
Private Land Claims was set up, and all 
claims had to be processed through it. Des
pite many setbacks, many people filled for 
34,653,340.6 acres of land to be cleared with 
the Court of Private Land Claims. Of this land, 
32,718,354.2 acres were rejected. Only 
1,934,986.4 acres were confirmed, and much 
of this land had to be paid to lawyers and 
surveyors. Two-thirds of all claims were 
totally rejected due to faulty titles or legal 
procedures, and the rest were cut-back 
tremendously in size.

In the 1880’s and 1890's, Anglo-American 
ranchers, primarily from Texas, invaded the 
area, and through sheer brutality and terror 
drove many of the people off their land, 
murdered others, destroyed their sheep herds 
and belongings in raids, and took over the 
land. Homesteaders poured into the South
west in the 1890's and 1900's, and claimed
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vast amounts of untitled lands that were in 
use. The homesteaders were later squeezed 
out by drought, and large ranchers acquired 
the land. In both cases, the ultimate 
beneficiaries were the Wall Street imperial
ists, who were consolidating their control 
over the Negro Nation and preparing for war 
with Spain, ready to annex more of the old 
“Spanish empire."

In 1896, the US Supreme Court ruled that all 
the Common lands or ejidos, whether legally 
titled or not, which belonged to the commun
ity land grants, now in fact belonged to the 
US government. The descendants of the 
original settlers were left with nothing but the 
few acres on which their houses were built. 
This decision alone robbed the people of over 
100,000,000 acres of the best land in the 
Southwest, an area as large as New Mexico 
and half of Arizona combined. Theodore 
Roosevelt confiscated the land and set up 
many of the huge national forests and 
national grasslands that still exist today, and 
granted large tracts to the railroads.

Another method used to swindle the 
indigenous landowners was through the 
fraudulent manipulation of land taxes. In 
many documented cases, taxes were set high
er on lands belonging to Mexicans than on 
equivalent lands of Anglo-American ranchers. 
When the taxes couldn’t be paid (often the 
occupants were never notified) the lands were 
sold to the ranchers and the taxes were 
lowered. This was pushed further in 1926 by a 
state law that required lands with 3 years of 
delinquent taxes to be sold by the county. 
Often only one rancher would bid, and he 
could thus pick up the land for the price of 
three years’ taxes. The inability of the small 
farmer to pay his land taxes is one of the most 
usual methods of land loss in New Mexico to 
this day.

Between 1854 and 1930, in the upper Rio 
Grande Valley alone, the indigenous land- 
owners lost over 2 million acres of private 
lands and over 1.7 million acres of communal 
ejido lands to land grabbers. 1.8 million acres 
were lost to the state of New Mexico and even 
larger areas to the federal government. This 
land loss is continuing to this day. The 
communities are mostly gone, the people are 
impoverished, the culture and language have 
been suppressed, and many of the land grant 
heirs now belong to the migrant labor force or 
have moved to the slums of large cities. A 
huge number have joined the proletariat, as 
have millions who have emigrated from 
Mexico to the US since 1910 to escape 
poverty.

Tremendous exploitation of the whole 
Southwest goes on today. Mexican nationals 
are continuously rounded up and brutally de
ported to Mexico. Indians are murdered and 
harassed in the Shiprock and Gallup, New 
Mexico area. Union-busting tactics and terror 
are perpetrated against the working class 
throughout the area, a large porition of which 
is made up of national minorities.

Due to the national oppression of the 
Mexican and Indian peoples throughout the 
Southwest, the only way to achieve justice, 
equality and a better life is with regional 
autonomy and thus the end of USNA 
imperialism's domination in this area. The 
Communist Labor Party calls for regional 
autonomy for the Mexican national minority 
of the Southwest and Indian peoples as the 
only solution for the equality of these 
peoples. The struggle for regional autonomy 
is an integral and important part of the 
over-all struggle for socialism throughout the 
country. Socialism will mean that the workers 
will own the means of production and that the 
land will be returned to the rightful owners. It 
will be a high priority to enable the people 
who live on the land to make a living and 
contribute to society through collectivization 
under the highest level of modern technology, 
machinery, and scientific farming methods in 
order to maximize productivity for the benefit 
of the whole society as well as for those who 
should rightfully til! the soil. Regional 
autonomy, under socialism, would also 
protect the rights of people to use their own 
langauge and preserve their own culture.

The Communist Labor Party supports 
progressive organizations such as the Aliazna 
Federal de Mercedes, an organization of land 
grant heirs who are fighting to have their land 
restored. We support their efforts to force the 
politicians to face the devastating results of 
imperialism by trying to pass the Mexican- 
American Rural Community Anti-Poverty Act 
of 1975. We urge our readers to write to 
Congressman Hawkins, Chairman, Subcom
mittee on Equal Opportunities, Suite 2350, 
Rayburn House Office Building, Washington 
D.C., 20003, and offersupport for the passage 
of this bill. Urge him to continue pressing for 
this legislation, and to pass on your support 
to other members of the House Committee on 
Education and Labor.

"Sinceyou are public employees, you must 
unfortunately either defy the law, or be forced 
to work in involuntary servitude.” This state
ment issued by a Chicago judge during the 
course of the ongoing Cook County and Oak 
Forest hospital nurses’ strike, epitomizes the 
plight of the public employee. Federal, state, 
county and city workers only recently received 
the right to collective bargaining, but still are 
prohibited from using one of the only wea
pons which the capitalists and their govern
mental agents understand, the strike. Strikes 
by public .employees are met either with 
injunctions, costing their representative or
ganizations thousands of dollars daily, or 
with firings, lay-offs, and jailings.

The main rationale given for the lack of this 
important right by public employees, is the 
fact that the government is the “people" and 
represents the "people” and as such public 
employees should have no need to organize 
and strike. But the crucial question facing 
public employees, in fact facing the entire 
workin class .is, does the government repre
sent the people, the majority of whom are 
workers, or does it represent the capitalist 
class? If we take the nurse’s strike in Chicago, 
it becomes very clear that although a public 
facility, Cook County hospital, like hospitals 
across the country, are in the business of 
making money, and are a part of the "medical 
industry." That industry includes the huge 
drug monopolies, hospital equipment com
panies, linen companies, food and catering 
services, etc. Public hospitals, an important 
facility for millions who cannot afford medical 
services elsewhere, remain at the beckon call 
of the capitalists. This becomes painfully 
clear when we see that public hospitals 
everywhere are closing down or being turned 
over to huge medical complexes which can 
"make them profitable." Those "public em- 
poyees” like Dr. Haughton, head of CCGH, 
serve not the interests of the poor patients 
who receive the medical care, but the big cap
italists who run the hospitals. The govern
ment is not run in the interests of the working 
people, it is run in the interests of the capital
ist class whose only concern is the maximiza
tion of their profits.

When public employees, like the nurses, go 
on strike, they are slandered and subjected to 
degradation, all in the name of “protecting the 
public.” The only "public” these agents of the 
capitalists are protecting is the capitalist 
class who loses money when workers strike.

Fight Anti-Labor Legislation
Workers in this country have fought hard 

for the right to strike. More than 30years ago, 
after much struggle, Congress passed the 
Wagner Labor Relations Act. This Act guaran
teed collective, bargaining and the right to 
strike. Some years later however, due to 
militant action by the working class, the

South
Continued from Page 3

As expected, the District 36 local leader
ship came out firmly in favor of the McBride 
Team, but steelworkers are determined to 
fight to rid themselves of these labor 
aristocrats but are more concerned about 
satisfying the wishes of the imperialists like 
U.S. Steel. In the Negro Nation and the rest of 
the South, it must be understood that the 
struggle for wage parity by the Anglo-Ameri
can working class unites and pushes forward 
the struggle of the Negro Nation for freedom. 
A campaign must be waged by all progressive 
and honest people throughout the South and 
Southwest, with concrete aid and support 
from the North against right-to-work laws, for 
wage parity and for unionization. These 
struggles are the concrete form of the 
struggle for independence for the Negro 
Nation and regional autonomy for the 
Southwest.
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southwest region of the USNA, they inflitra
ted Mexico, bought up the land at dirt-cheap 
prices, and invested huge amounts of capital, 
building and owning all that is profitable 
there. Workers and progressive people in this 
country must raise their support for the 
Mexican peasant and worker who is taking 
back what is rightfully theirs. It is the duty of 
people in this country to concretely aid and 
support the struggle of the Mexican people in 
their struggle for freedom, national liberation 
and socialism. The way to do this is by 
intensifying the struggle here against the US 
imperialists and by demanding that the US 
stop interfering in the internal affairs of other 
countries.

capitalists got scared and retaliated against 
the Wagner Act with the Taft-Hartley Act. This 
Act took back much of what had been gained 
by outlawing mass picketing and the second
ary boycott, and granted to the employers the 
use of injunctions against strikers.

Even so, public employees, like farmwork
ers, were never included in the Wagner Act, 
and never included in the Taft-Hartley Act, 
which does include the right to strike, but 
modifies it by allowing the government to 
mediate with a 90 day “cooling off" period. 
Thus public employees still do not have the 
right to strike and their ability to defend 
themselves against attacks by their employ
ers is still very limited. Couple this with the 
constant threat of lay-offs, pay-cuts, and 
overwork, and we can see that public 
employees remain weak in their struggle for a 
decent life. It should also be remembered that 
like" in the nurse's strike, they are not only 
fighting for themselves. The main issue in 
this strike is sick pay which the hospital 
governing board refuses to give them. Bet 
sick nurses cannot render effective and good 
care to their patients. The nurses are fighting 
for not only sick pay, but for better, improved 
medical care for their patients.

One of the most important parts of collec
tive bargaining, is backing up that collective 
bargaining with the threat of a strike to insure 
that the employers bargain in "good fa ith.” 
But public employees don't have that weapon 
and so they are weakened. Public workers 
across the country have been forced to strike 
without the protection of the law that they 
deserve.

The RNs at Cook County and Oak Forest 
have defied the law and are facing $10,000 a 
day in contempt fines for their militant action. 
They must be supported and they must take 
their battle beyond the confines of the hospi
tal into the state legislature, into the political 
arena. They along with workers everywhere 
must fight for legal protection and the 
right to strike. Workers must fight to repeal 
Taft-Hartley and win a favorable labor law. 
Everywhere people must take the nurses’ 
cause to their trade unions, . community 
organizations and demand support and 
action.

It is high time that the trade unions in this 
country begin the process of severing them
selves from the tails of the Democratic party 
and fight militantly and consistently in the in
terests of their members. The nurses’ strike, 
recent strikes by New York public em- 
poyees and Chicago teachers,, deserves 
the support of every honest working per
son. But support must be translated into 
action. Workers must take up the demands of: 
Repeal Taft-Hartley, Guarantee the Right to 
Strike to all Workers. The success or failure of 
the nurses' strike will have a determining 
effect on the entire working class’ fight for a 
better life. Don’t let them sink!

S E L F - C R I T I C I S M

Some months ago, in our first Michigan 
Special Edition, in the article titled "History 
of Struggle," we refered to the Middle East 
situation and spoke about the Zionist goons, 
there. We have received some criticism 
around this formulation and wanted to explain 
exactly what we meant by it.

We were not referring to the people of Israel 
or the Jewish people in this country. Who we 
were referring to was the clique in Israel, now 
headed by Rabin, who will stop at nothing to 
achieve their aim, the conquest of the Middle. 
East, qt the expense of the Arab and Israeli 
peoples. We were referring to this gang of 
murderers, assassins, plunderers, who kill 
women and children, who steal land and 
displace thousands of Arab peoples to 
satisfy their greed. We were referring to that 
grouping of people who launch air raids on 
defenseless refugee camps, killing in one fell 
swoop hundreds of people. It is these people 
we refered to who committ atrocities and 
horrors under the guise of “ Israeli freedom."

We support the Israeli people who are daily 
learning the rapaciousness of their rulers, 
who are struggling against the fascist aggres
siveness of this gang that rules their country. 
We support the honest Jewish people here 
who have actively supported the cause of 
freedom and justice throughout the world. 
This clique in Israel has used the humane 
sentiments of the Jewish people, who 
suffered greatly under the brutal hand of 
Hitler and Axis powers in the 30’s and 40’s of 
this century, to deprive peoples of other 
nationalities of their freedom.

We are sorry for the innuendo that was pre
sented in the pages of the People’s Tribune. 
Again we state that we are not referring to the 
masses of Israelis or Jews throughout the 
world. We call upon our comrades, friends, 
and readers to expose the truth about the 
Zionists in Israel, and support the freedom 
loving peoples of the Middle East.


