TEACHERS' TRIBUNE

Issued by the teacher's section of the Communist Labor Party
TR N 1A T

CRESTWOOD! WHO'S NEXT

Since 1646 the Crestwood Teachers have been either on strik:
to get a contract.a in the classroom without one.. In 1970, a
- one year contract was negotiated before Labor Day, coincidenta .~
ly, the board faced recall that September. The years of 1971
and 1973 found teachers on the job with no contract and no
increments for both years. In 1972, a strike ended in binding
" fact-finding" where the Crestwood board showed that the Gener-
" al Fund Bquity would be reduced from $316,000 to $84,000 that
year. The npact-finder" chose the board's economic package,
and after paying the settlement, the board ended up with a
General tund Bquity of $298,000) -In 197k, after attempting ¢
bargain a contract for a YEAR AND A HALF, the Crestwood Teache '8
defied injunctions and Jail threats, paid fines, and finally,
20% strong, voted to remain on strike and were fired.

The MEA begen the organization of support strikes in the
Tri-Gounty Area and thousands of teachere, many AFL-CIO local:
and other labor forces prepared to walk out and stay out unti:
the fired teachers were reinstated. OH -

On Jan. 7, 1975, the day before the Tri-County snowball was
scheduled to roll, the MEA leadership, without consulting its
rank snd file, (who had to approve the strike) decided %o .
rely on the "justice® of the courts rather ‘than the strength
of its own membership. _

Since then, every legal decision that has stuok has upheld
the Crestwood board. The teachers remain fired for engaginﬁ
in an illegal work stoppage, a handful have had hearings prior
to firing, a few have resigned, maybe thirty have found emplo; -
ment elsewhere. There is reason %o believe that the board
has circulated a "blacklist®” in an attempt %o deprive Crest-
wood %eachers from employment elsewhere. The 1A has allowed
the Crestwocd EA to be emashed and no doubt will unionize the
gecavs, The MEA has, by its lack of action, jeopardized the
bgrgainlng,power,of,ALLupublicAemployees, and is now placing
its hopes in the hands of the Supreme Court. )



It is unlikely that the law of the land will support the .
Crestwood Teachers. If there is one $he state does not
want or need in a period of economic crisis and rising fascism,
it's another organized sector of the working class standing up
to fight for its rightg. The fate.of the Crestwood teachers -
clearly shows that inspite of the “"professignalism® that is

rammed down .our throats and the bribes stich as good salaries
and benefits, teachers are part of the working class whose
rights are under ‘attack: . :

Historically, the state has enforced penalties far more

gevere than firing for workers who have' fought for rights,
better working conditions and better living standards. .It is
only by reliance upon the strength and unity of our member-
ship will we ever be able to fight the state. History of such
revolutionary struggle, the study of Marxism-Leninism, testi-
Pies that workers need leadership that will not sell their
people out. That's why we must build communist teacher groups
in every union local who will fight for reform and understand
the necessity of sccialism before our struggle ends. It is
only when we take on the state will we truly be able to set -
priorities all democratic loving people want---quality education,
jobs for all able workers, peace.

'Qﬁkfianclnd'squarf the Crestwood teachers!
BUSING: THE FIGHT FOR EQUAL EDUCATION! '

The fight for equal education has been loaded with all kinds
of side-tracking concerns, some by honest mislead people but
most by those in the service of the people in this country who
will benefit most by keeping the working class divided and
therefore unable to fight for what dedicated teachers want to
provide and parents desire---QUALITY EDUCATION! :

" The deteriating financial condition of this country is
based on an economy ,which is less able each year to provide
jobs .for its people and the services and necessities they need,
. Only as we workers become politically conscious® of our power
and rights will we see the necessity of uniting together to
fight afainst-the deteriating conditions that this economic
- system is bringing to Detroit and elsewhere. :

Busing is first a fight for equality.. Busigf is a fight
on the part of the Negro masses to send their children to
better schools and break through the wall of segregation that
keeps them fenced out of the social, political and economic
life- of this country. - : ‘ .



: ~3

g Thus, through battle after battle the working class is
forged into a veritable army, an: capable of not only th:-
military and social act of overthrow the state, but an
army capable of retaining the apparatus of govermment in its
own hands. - But, of course, every army needs leaders; and in
a revolutionary period, this leadership comes from the
communist party, the party of the wor class whose job is
to organize the war, to join the different battalions of the
working millions into an indestructible force, to point out
the way toward socialism. _

The development of such a Party does not occur abstract!
The party must fight side by side with non-party workers in
the increasing struggle..It must win the respect of the worke
in the increasing struggle. It must win the respect of ‘the
workers and convince them of its correctness and leadership.
It is 'only in the daily struggle of the workers themselves
that two things absolutely necessary to the development of
the Party and the development of the revolution can occur:
5%% the fugion of the leaders of the struggle itself and the

ty and ?Zgnc

rty ar )_correctly choosdig the.path from the direct
experience of the masses. : ;

BuildttEgWCommuniéf Labor Party!
- Win the Vanguard to the High Ideals of Socialism!

~ Workers and Oppressed People of the World Unite!

The People's Tribune Presents:

BESSIE LOU CORNETT
of the Harlan Labor News, Harlan, Kentucky

Hear militant worker's own story how the Ku Klux Klan tried

to frame her for her role in the mine workers' movement g
this past year. Hear her own story of what the KKK is reall
about. She'll tell what the Free Press won't!

. : : it A,}
Sunday ° 410026100 Doteler 1

HISPANOS UNIDOS HALL  ° VERNOR AND 25TH



ve teachers in *he C.L.P. welcome your articles, reactions,
ipport in spreading your concerns among all teachers in
smaunity. Please send communications to the following

. .s. A1l names are held in strictest confidence. =

Teachers® Tribune

c/o Emancipation Books
12024 Linwood

Detroit, Mich., 48206

qu the political pa gr of the Communist Labor Party of the
AT eB People's bune and . . Tribuno Popular- :

[JOBS WITH PEACE]

The COMMUNIST LABOR PARTY (CLP)
rt; forward the foliowing demands as 2
asis for a united working class struggle
against the present capitalist crisis:
1 A job for every worker at the expeuse
of the military budget. £

2.Support busing-- Smash the KiK,
the Nazi party and all other fascist gangs;
all education financed by the federal govern-
ment on 2 per student basis.

3. End all deportations of aaMels,mentéd
workers.

4. Mo USHA military intervemtion in
Southeast Asia or the Middie East.

5. Hationalize the emergy industries.

_ FELLOW WORKERS! Our salvation is not
in the Democratic or Republican parties; it
is not trade ugiss misleaders--to must

free earselves! % 3

_J0BS WiTh PEACE!




Busing is also a fight against second rate education for
all working class children, irregardless of skin color. Why?
Because the educational system in this country is based
squarely along class lines. Whose children are in the elite
private schools or public schools of Bloomfield Hills, Grosse .
Pointe?. It is the children of national minorities

_who historically are first attacked and suffer the worst :
schools in our nation. The working class must unite to fight
for not only equal education for all but quality education for
our entire class. . ,

All progressive people must rally behind “he NAACP's .
exposure of the Detroit’s educational system. How else will
ve get class size reduced, textbooks and supplies, and
enrichnent and remedial programs back into our curriculums?
Our union certainly gives the struggle up fast enough!- Both
the state and” the school board only despair over the deteriat-
inz situaticn! But the exposure is not a solution and the
solution will cnly come when the community organizes together
to put pressure on our government federally to nationalize

- funding of education to guarantee equal educational opportuni
ities for all children. g

We can also support the few gains made by the DeMascio
decision while exposing its inadequacies as well, Forces
are working hard against even this first step, and not accident-
ally., lother’s Alert Detroit (MAD), Lobsingen « American
Nazi Party, Wallace's American Independence Party and the
Ku Klux Klan have all been on the scene organizing to maintain
a division and disrupt this fight for equal edication among
the working class.., '

Historically we must understand that fascism came into
power whenever there was a ‘strong upheaval in a country and
"democratic" means could not contain the unrest as the state
so desired. The fascists get their way only if progressive
‘people "look the otherway" and there is not a strong communis®
party clearly pointing out the danger +to the working class.
The C.L.P,:.clearly took itsstands in northeast Detroit last
spring and made it clear that any "fascists" attack would be
countered. Thus Northeast Mother®s Alert had an unexpected
counter demonstration in their territory!

Teachers too must sgeak outl! Students must be shown the
difference between defending personal privilege and fighting

to defend democratic rights that can be collectively won for all.
School boycotts in the northeast or northwest must be exposed

- for what they clearly arel



_ Teachers can also act! MAD is holding a dinner in Bast
Detroit, Oct. 19th at 63130 p.m. to build a "freedom" fund. '
Hundreds of progressive people will be there on the outside
from the shops, schools, and churches of Detroit to see who
is responsible for this kind of "madness" that jeopardizes
children's safety and obstructs our desire for a more decent
educatlona} system in Detroit. Act now to keep their hate
from organizing more misled, Frightened Detroiters who do not

know we can only get what we all want by fighting together
instead of each other. , B

Co@m#er Demonstrate - - We do Pro*«esu

Roma Hall Mothers Alerd
Oct. 1™ (230 Detroit
EMPLOYED & UNEMPLOYED: FIGHT FOR JOBS!

.~ Many American teachers were laid off last year and didn't :
have jobs in September. There are 100 less teachers in Detroit -
this year than last and we know our class size isn't reducing:
Many more graduates from colleges this year are unable to find
teaching jobs like those teachers who have graduated in the
last ten years. New York teachers struck because the Board of
Education laid off 9,400 regular and substitute teachers in a
desperate move due to New York's financial bind. But teachers
aren't the only victims of unemployment due to economic crisis.

In Michigan there are at least half a million unemployed
and in Detroit alone there are a quarter of a million unemployed.
The type and amounts of relief offered to wictims of this crisis
are totally unsatisfactory.- This situation stands in stark
contrast to socialist countries where unemployment is unheard

of and where employment is for all and is geared to the better-
ment of the quality of life,

Because of this seoccuring crisis under capitalism a
Michigan Unemployment Coalition has been set up to fight for
reforms bénefiting the employed and unemployed and to build
a .statewide unemployed movement. '



Spetifically this coalition is presenting two bills.
Currently it is contacting legislators to sponsor these Dbi-
in the Senate and the House. The first bill will do away v
all disqualifications for unemployment compensation if one
worked the minimum number of weeks. The bill will insure =
end to thirteen week waiting period and an end to disquali-
cations for quitting or being fired etc. A2so the bill
would see to it that people collecting compensation for bei
unemployed would receive at least 75% of their regular wags
As well the bill would outlaw all forced work programs whic
are an attack on welfare recipients and the whole labor
movement. It will also do.away with the discriminatory swr
disqualification for unemployed teachers. The second bill
place a moratorium on foreclosures, evictions, electrical,
gas, telephone cutoffs, garnishments, raising rents or
mortgage payments while unemployed. This moratorium wouls
last through the crisis; the definition of crisis would be
whenever there is 5% unemployed in a given locality.

We, as teachers must support these bills and publicizs
them to other working people. We should also get community

~_organizations to support them and demand immediate action.
Further, we must contact the members of the Senate and Hou=
%o solicit their support. We must do all we can to push i<~
reforms that will strengthen the position of working peop!

- against the ruling class.. These reforms will also furth:
struggle in our fight for socialism., 'If you can help thi
coalition in any way; especially if you ihave contacts in
Lansing call the Detroit Unemployed Council 821-0206. The
Communist Labor Party is an active member of this communit:
and industrial coalition. o :ls_gfﬁiﬁ‘

. . - . £ 5% ‘-'

-



“: #0LE OF REVOLUTIONARY REFORMS

In our last issue we stated that Boing reform work was
c.ting the symptoms and not the disease." We would like to
.=ztate this to correct the mistaken idea to which this analogy
eg. rise.. .

Stated simply it would be a damnpoor doctor. that sat

«.>und a@d looked for the cure for the common cold and did .
ning for his patient's fever and chest pains! But analogies
~ 1imited, . ‘ L
What we are talking about is the fact that capitalist
iety, a society based on the buying of labor power, gives
. to a whole era of socialist revolution. The process of
8 revolution encompasses both the deterioration of the

 pitalists® governing apparatug on the one hand and the
relopment of the proletariate on the other.

As these two classes come face to face time and time

. 2in, whether in battles over working conditions, wages,
democratic rights---at each juncture the conflicting
serests of the two classes stand out more sharply. '

Just as we are experiencing now, capitalist production
2ds to deeper and deeper crises. In each of these crises,
: contradictions between the two warring groups--capita-
3ts on the one hand and proletarians on the other--become
~zrper and sharper until the stage is set for the final
ctory of the workers, the battle over the control of the

ate itself. ' '

But this era of revolution is a long and tedious affair
requires a constant battering of the state by the workers--
struggle for the just demands and democratic rights for
‘ich we work so diligently, At the same time, the working
-ass gains more and mdre experience from every foray against

e capitalists--every strike for better wages, every mass

-eting for equal rights and every campaign to better the
.ciety in which we live; each of these offers a naked

- cample of the limitations of capitalism and a glimmer of our
stiny, our future life when the working class will organize

-zoduction for the betterment of the many rather than for the

~cofits for the few. IR, ' ,
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