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ccwwvnist movement,

The error of left-opportunicsrm which, some hold is virtually non-
eristent in our moverment is indeed a cangerous rleviation., Ultra-leftism
starts from a sutjoctivist world outloolk which fails to take into con—
gideration the ohjective conditions determining the develoisnent of the
fevolutionary movensnt . In starting From sh uvnderesEimation of the
StTencER of tne enemy, and its distortion of what can he realised at a
siven'staqe of cdcevelorent, it is prone to anarchisgnm and adventurism,
jharcinh aheca? of the misses of pecople only to e rejected ky them,: Ty
ically 1T mdesoTs SO MOLG revolutionary ~-( for eramsle The Tlack
fanther Jarty £8-59 "Iha Revolution has come-~ Time to flck up the Gun')-
Lot in nutting fervard long range tasks, aimed revolution, as immediate ’
tasks, the ultra-leftist icolates himself from the class and if not
fefeated will lcad the masces to disasteyr, In society its leadership i
divozged froin the masses and in the parcy it is divorcad from the cadres,

k) Géncirolly all "leTt" errors are “left" in form and right oin esséen-
ce,  Bothithe right opportunist and +he ultra-left deviation serve the
interests of the Loeurceoisie and sakotace and subvert theorsitically ar.

.
"

practically the ~nterasts of the reveluticn. These opportunist lines.

( in their most exirome anc . dangercus form, modern revisionisgm and
Trotskyism) cizara the proletariat by puttine ferward onportunis
prodrains and policies, demcoralize the cadres, and demonstrate their utter
contempt for the mazEes as the makers of hisgtory. The vresent-day B
character of our tovament; being largely petty Lourgeois provides fertile.
scill for right anad Jeft: opportunisia to talke root, The "left" danger

o

ic often more AlFfficult to Epot , because of ots nolicy of taking
acvantoge or the sincere revobutionary strivings of the reople with
Lltre-ladt phrascolocy, diverting them into actions which in the final

analysis aid the interests of the bourgeoisieb” o
. ) ~ 3 " h
- . , , o —= WMo d(w W——
[’ Given the unity of these two deviations and their langer to thg |

revolutionary movewment, whose interests are served by negating ultra- \
[ leftisn asz a secondary danger in the communist novement under the signe-
Loard that the right danger ig always the principal danger ‘and to even

raice the left is to be a right opportunist? < Laf .k QU%}5~:(Z

¢) In vol. € in an article on Right and Left Deviation, Coiarace
Stalin makes clear that in analysing which deviation is primary in a
thrticular sitvation we must analyse the concrete molitical ‘sitvation, It
is ug2less to raise what: is ‘generally' the main danger and pay no
atcentinon to the particulartiy of a situation, and zc: how the ceneral
L& manifested, ie must determine the principal dancer ia the 3uC in
this period fron a concrete analysis of our Qrrors. Aftér determnining
whit is principal we know where to aim the nmain Llow, If we attempt to
$&2 right and left as alwvays equal we will uncenciovsly concilizte with

“he opvoriunist line=today the line of uvltra-lertism- and fail to
"?Cisively Cestroy what!lsg wrong with the old in order to kuild th2 new
There are those who delight in spreading cenfusion and panic who will
charge that if You even attenpt to ficht the left you will swing way to
the right, “owever Ty making a determined efffort tc throughly sum-un and
recudiate and making concrete not astract apalysis, we will minianize .
the tcndency to vacilla“e and develon a nore consistent proletarian line.:

. Tn this ne:t section of this naper, I will attempt to lay ou: sore
o: the main wmanifestations of the ultra~left line of tha TaC in this
Pericd in 1deology, polltics ancd rganization, It ig japortant to see

-
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the denth of the destructiveness of this line ' y
anad why the bey dicture" of this two-line strugcle is painted -y the
ultra=lefts, holr tachics of attacz on the one hand,; conciliation on
the other are a smokescreen desicned to swread conifusion and posToone
throuvehcoing resolution, e must e vigilant in seeling truth from facts
and continve to Ceepen our understanding of our mistakes under the
comination of the ultra-left line,

I, ain :istakes in Ifecolocw

The correctness of a nolitical line Ceponas fundamnentallv on
vhether it starts fron . arxisa-Leninism applie? to the *jepbvv; condit--
lone existing in society and the o jective neecds of the masses of the
peonle. Copnmortunism of the right and in our case the ultra-left is
characterized Wy the gsenmaration of the audwoclec anad the obgectlvo
the divorcineg of theory from nractice ' L ¢ dn s O«kLuvaUlﬂv¢

M\MMAMV\
ﬁzn SUN jec-—
y 2nt, stcahle
D1anvw”o§” e ; D) anlov[nr e mctnod OL Ln\ Sl
rinaire, ' : =”meq—ir0u Looks in an af'OLL to overawe Lohers
with Lwhlf\“LJGOTﬁtha] level“'ano VRery l“*LWo~coﬁ67§f—_355;qtiqatioh
is done Mefore the ultra-lefts are cirarging ahead with: asoecto of a

The id ﬂ(nm Lccﬂ
tivism,

Rt A% i . SR

situation., 3Zotih the superfical investication and the abstrac hQOIl_lDO
form a unity representing the method Ry vnlcn line is deveiohﬁm.

Turther in order +o prevent ideological struccle for truth, the
vltra-lefits crcate an atnos phere of tension, susnicion and sundression
of c¢riticism and self-criticism thus preventing a serious sum-up of ou
praccice. instead the sun-up of the ultra-lefts, Subjectlvc abgtract ma
vague, is uub%txtv“ed for a sharvy orjective statement, For examnle,

" The TIC is in Petter Shape now than ever before Jn its histe :/‘”'This
concious refusal of the ultra-lefts to engage in criticism-strucgle-
rectification of woxlc and then swagdering and mouasting in the face of
Glaring errors is not only the result of 'theoretical weakness although
this iz certainly true) hut opportunism in theorv,

\3‘) 20, 65 \ume

the area of political education the line of ultra-=leftism hag

disarmed cadre ideoloci cally and prornoted the carcerism of a handaful
of petty bourceois intellectuals who'develop the line’ while the rest
of the leadership and cacdre derfend it, “1ith ““hat? one might ask; since
it jen't vased on sound arxis st~Leninist analysis, Instead of a goor
molitical ecducation OTO“Ll 1 hased on the works of the ¢Grealt teachers
aprlicd to our concrete .ushs and work, the ultra-lefts have subgtituted

their own su%jective theories and gquickie courses, The entire NCC
repucdiatec the 1,2,3, a2 L riisin-study guide =Ll ¢ the
il meetinc 1 Se LOW we

- 9
and uniteﬁ on the need to study the fundamenta

have the Communist, our center of political education and w@ —’using
the Communigt! everyvwhere. 7The articles are often weale check our
analysis of ' atercate- full of phrasenoncgaring and political errors.
If this is all we studiecd we viould certainly he unable to uncover

obhportunisaa, -~ e
c%ﬂ%yyvvawNAeéiﬂku%A LWLC%M@ /puﬁﬁjﬁ

Thus the Yn nahifestations ofF ulbee ~leftism in thd fideolos fieal
rj”7ﬁ are; l. e refusal to encace yﬁ/0r1b1<1ua celf~criticis m.2.
izamring cadre and pDromoting noiTarism~Leninisin Lut quick sturty
uﬁ( .]RLLI own theoriecs. 3, Jnfiiuxnoruy?rirm} and demagoguery, fl.ouu)“‘t*iﬁw—
i, We must put these practiddés to an end and stross serious ghudy
Oof  arvisa~Leninism in con junction with the revoluiionary toois hefore us.

2y
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IT | Main Mistakes. in Political Work

The wltra-leftisi in the area of politics can be seen in the follow-
ing examples; a) Development of line, b) our line on the Central Task
and nass work, c¢) our stance. in the Communist llovement Hegemony and
Gectarigniem.  These are by no means the only examples of ul*ra-leftlu“
in this” sphere and on these points I will focus on the main aqpect
Furf#er detailed critiques of line will have to be developed by the nec.

) 3 : - AXML
(. Developmeni cof Line~"h&&QﬁijA b On bodadso v&ﬁyi?thv\ -2

With regards to the development of line the ultra-lefis ha¥ve pushed
the position that the line of the orgunlbatlon be cvelopc@ exclusively

by the Secretlariar , in essencc themselves boc use of this f"“u CI”OL,
sirall wonder that the BWC line has been onara Leraacd by vacillaticon and

flip~-flopping. which has beéen marked since the struggle against the 1U
wher vltra-leftism began to rear its ugly head. The newspaper has Jumped
ron. 8to 12 to 24 and now %2 pages with no real gqualitative improvement,
POSLtLﬁns are'put_out to the magseslhol off the press, without throug
TﬁfLG“L‘OP”SC, y-and ﬁ1}J1n1'W.~IH plGClné nbautjty over quality, -the
5 tgreveal. thelx dgnorance ol- tho-criteria by whicn.an. orv°1~~a*10n
is judged by tlie masscs: 1ts class CODGlQUHMQQb, Ats bnbibt@n; in ..
principlé aid practice, its ties with the class, and its ul°“JD7lup ELd
dedication. Given the record on congsistent positions develogped Ty the
ch, they -oqu be debated and studied by the central cemmittee, if. we
are gookln“ Lruth rather then acclaim from the petit-bourgeocisie. | On
both the Elaok Liberation anp119+ and the CL-~RU Pamphlet, momentous
struggle had to be waged for the central cowm1*ice to be ellowed {0 see
it befor Uubl’CdulODa

The ultra—lcft ‘have promcied the practice of re¢1dnoc on the petty
bourgeoi se for the acveloﬁwnnt cf line . _ - -
. - . in the hopes that this will Farﬁ,them‘re’pec
mmd tren when our errors are revealed, the ultra-lefts resort ,o +r'<P
covering anrd diveriing correct C“ltl,*omo on+0 thc obungling, inconpe-
tence, of .the coffce- drnnhlnb rightists.’ a : ' '

x/ﬁfiBWC Line on the Central Task and. hef“’“ec Stvrategic Tasks

The current.line of the BWC on Party-Building -was first promoted
- ags far back as .last Nev. in Dc troit dru was largely copied from:.:
the voummuniest Jeaguel Tet they energe fvom +ne Yational Centinuations
Comnittee as Trotskyltes and we emerge clean *nﬂ free from all but minor
evrors, Litile independent study snd investigation was done prior 1.0
1he aedeption ol this line and the consistent criticlsm has been raised .

that we have seen PAlfv~uu lding in total isolation from bulldlnp‘¥he‘-
*“VOWuTjnnvvv ﬂﬂgFTn‘r~ he working cless and the.united fvopt. In o2 .
11r'~1c‘?l;9m gan be szen 2n the fQLlQ\11q)(1:nnoi‘ of this line: . .,

1lnz on the central task promoited ocur isclation from the working class
'cnr‘ nass vsn*uw”« S. : .
This lime held that we nad to win the “advanced' which has meant  in
plactlcc petiy bour5c01s 1nucllcﬁ'1als hecause the workihg class wa £ -
t~n bhackward. : : -
3. "ALL dideclepical s rugw'o“ and struggle to the death stanc ce , divorced
Irom coneretle poldld tical work.
4.Tailure 46 concentirate on uriting scientific socl slism with
Gluanced of the proligiaviat.
Alonn with the alLove exarples of which there are many more, ihere is
the conglant pbxa:_moﬂptr:nx and comesopuery about cur cerrect line.

f\)
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With regards to the workers movement, the natienal liberation
movements, the 5WC has carriecd out 71ttle work., The struggles of women
for demscratic rights have becen tnta 111y negated in spite of our prsiti-~n
on the woman nuwstlon, Our line on trade union work has had a lefi
appraisl and stance Oh the day to day economic struggles and immediate
iseues facing the mass of peonle. These errors stemming from our .
line on the central taﬁk ~and seeing it not integreally connected with -
mass work.. ' ' '

C. Ssctarianis and Hegemony in the Communlut inovement

Our peliey w’th regard to the anti-revisienis*t Communist movement
i this countr' has been fawning and teiling on the one hand and exrene
sectarianism on the otheér. nitially with botlh the KU and the CL, we
tailed opportunist aspects nf their lines. And then once the errnrs were
discovered- and in ize case of CL this was not due to our ‘“advanced
tneorcticians™ on the Secretariat- we have resorted to demagegic and
vnprincipled gttacks. Ingtead of starting from the interests of the
proletariat in attempting to build unity +hrﬂbﬁb pelitical asctien. and
principled gtruzgle- the LWC secretarial has arted from the clans
interests 0f the petty bourgeoisie in our movemont in LGWthLhP for 3 rgtk
place . ¥e began tn open five on RU, then 0L, then the Gu a101an, the:
CL, afnd its - any bndy § gZuess who will be next. Again not with the ain
of 'curing the sickness. te save the patient" but for hegemony , coutrel
and pewer. Pewer over what is a relatlv ely inexperienced conmunist
novement. : o

This kind of sectarlunl sm has carned the EWC the reputaticn of being
ultra—lc:t onr the auesbwon of struggle. Our unbridled competitivenecss
_ccompanied by net one but Pdhy wild subjective outbursfs in public
fc;umo,“ has earned us the reputation of being unpr"n01pled and
opportunist, In fact the negative example we have set on this ques :Tion
is in ne small way partly respensible £or the rige of | sectarianisn, and
the narrow circle mentality generally in our thovement

Til U -

el
Il hain bistekes in the Area of Organization ! fuLQ, 0 (.
. / i P
The ‘ultra-left 1line has beon manifested clearly in the ared of u
crganizgtion, in spite of the demagrgic 3 phrasemongering- organization
is keyt- the ulLva—¢eits

cannot cover their tracks on this question.

The funadmen,al mani festation hd° been in the ulira-lefts counter
poeing of line and organint‘na much in the same way they have counterpns—
ed thg Communist mevement to the w01k1ng clase, Cnmradc fan~-Tse Tung 1n
the PnﬁoluvLcn on snmo Qav“tlﬁnu on the history of Our Partv - points -
nu+ th“t ” :1~1"ur musu nn*nt-ln close_ oonnccb‘o;:“
1 and LQg-f“\ﬁJrrlMl that

ar equaily o eous

A ¥ in yﬁ%"h}TZ%J zetion

. well, to iagclate ﬁ”L*,LCU' 1& e from affecting
organi a ﬂnal ”“h*“d“’ *to the illusicon festered by the oopﬂr+*nlstu
the probLGm ot °F“t~u’1 methods o work ete, can be in in our
case have been contribute perpetuated, and greatly exaggerated

) . - - N o i o7 ol o3 TS -~ -
by ine wild, impractical: ! end mamavers of the ultra-leTia. Unable
to roealige *hoir Tantasies, the ultra-lef s regors 4n tranding and

. s 4

berating cadro Tor
desperately trying
zonira wdiction - the
tvion,

to oacvelep ‘qcnd metneds of work!,
scraccs' attention rrem the principal
ive In ideolegy, politics and organi. g~

.
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Thozo are any nuvber of manifes uatlons in this area that attcot
to. Lho bznxruptcy of the ulira-left line and its cheif perpetuator? but
I will focus bﬂlelly on the fellowing to illustirate Vbls point;

A Criticism and Self Crltlclom

E. Demeccratic Centralism . . ~
C. Financial Peclicy . ‘
D.Recruitment

A. To Begin thieg section , =+ woulo like to quotb breifly fron
"Cultural Revolution and Industrial. Organization in China® bv Bettelheim,

"Urder the conditions then prevailing in China, the spbstitution
of personal attacks, humiliation seesions, and VlOlOHCG for
ideolopgical class struggle was characterlJth of a bourg001s line.
ibereas the~criticism of false ideas he 21lps the masses gain increa-
sing understanding of what is correct and what false- of what
cerresponds to tho interests of the revolution and to their
ovn~ pcrqanal dttack “cannot possibly achieve this essential
end.,

The wi neunvsad prqct¢cc of ruthless struggle, merciless blows . .
accompanied by unbridled mele-chauvinism has been the domi nat form of
waging struggle and maxlng cr1t101sm~ ulth;n the ﬁevreuarlat over The past
year, . - : o = i A = . 8

- ‘ . In Lhe ccreiarlaf thie
ctice hus haa the etiect o1 uegﬁtlnp sum-up rhd repudiation, and
ce laynﬂg the basis for repeated oppnrtunlutacr“orb.

pra
hen
In‘ the ceniral commdttee, the presctice of intimidation has . o
prohibited the full discussion of all views and encourapcd ne practice.
of lectures, speech-ma alking and long-winded arguments to suppreszs and
stifle CTlTlClSI ard struggle. Various methods have been emplnyod
designed to make uomrades appvear ridiculous and the ultra—lefaxqts
theoreticzlly developed. In fact it is the ulira- leftists whe are
ridiculous in theiv efforis to subvert principled ideological struggle.

[‘ Interaction between the ultra-left faction and cadfe in Deiro;*
has been characte“1 ed by the use of intimidation, personal attaeks, and
even physical attacks in the case of Comrade d uho /D .. twice
attempted to JLmn on and actually struck. £11 the swagger and machnisn aole
in the world will not erasc this peice of cowardice. These rethods have '
( up until chrn in Detroit arew the line) teen employved at will ans nave o
n2t eniy ncvﬁtcd the rectification of errors but have fogtered an
d1monnnnr of tensien, mistmiagt, definiiely not conducive to Mlivelw
a.buue'v For the full Ocd‘Pnudthn of these practices in Detroit, cor-
rades should: siudy *no papers presented by cadre on the two-line =zt rhﬁ"a
“

z, On the Oucsbwﬂn nf Nemocratic Centraligm :
Ultra-lefcir & nswrated in the congistent .6 Leplpy of
con 17‘1’1})1 Tor N FI’_‘*’__E_}_&}L gl body of the mrgonization, the cadre
.Ma_ﬂ “The secretariat has becen ralsed to the level of
"unchallenged auiheritiy" SGekiUF e wu"t*fy itsplf as the defacin nirn-
et body of the organirzation.. Burcaucratic cenvralism has replaced
Q“JOCr?{iC diccussion and %LrUFF](, in ~rxder that ihe uW,Lu—lﬁnuo can

Sy
. Mt RSN~
SH HE RS

vilhout rosiraint develon Line, scek negemony . Opportunist practices
Serve opporiinist endo. In fﬁht these whn foday ave clamzering about
theirtlepal authoraty® are not known for UDHOldLHL dem001au1 -
centralisy DL c RS .
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f%he line of the organizatioen., Once in the Shelton McCrainey Defense

CommitlLee on the central task before the BWC adopted it at the NCC
meeting in Feb., and once in California reading the Chandlers positio:
on the natisnal question before we adepted it as line. o

The 3ec., has one~sidedly pushed the policy of building the center
to the neglect of the development of District Committecs, and strong
seccondary leadership on the District level. For strong Communists capa-
ble ¢f findinp their way politically, the ultra-lefts would like' to
subetitute blind obedience, parrotry cof the line they can defend but
not eontribute to ix development, and consolidation without understand-
ing. Whoge class interests do such policies serve? The method by which
line iw consolidated is not with the aim of developing a consistent
preletarian 1ine but beating Lob Avakian to the ~punch. The NCC
must scize the leadership in the BWC, restore Democratic Ceniralism and
put an cnd te the above practices.

-y C

CcFinimcial Folicy ‘

On the question of finances the ultra-left line has been demcns-
irated principally-in the practice of divorcing politics from econor ..,
straining to recalize in the present unworkable programs and pelicieg
diverced from the needs and material reality of-the organization. Inside
the orpanizatitn dept. .where + have been assigned we were in the -
process of deévelnping a lang range financial program that would place
emphasis on the districts in raising funds in a systematic way,
the question of building district treasuries as well as support for the
center. lowever the plans were not moving quickly enough and the Nov.
Tund-yaising scheme was concocted. The cherge for money is cAmnected e
te the cherge for a bigger newspaper and the further development nof
an alveady big central administrative apparatus. Our plans for
raising funds must be brought in line with reality. And instead of
cf our debts forever exceeding our assets begin to develop a cash
reserve and a mere correct method of allocation of the organizatiens
funds. ‘ :
D.Recruitment ! : v

The ultra-left line on recruitment has raised one-asidedly the
question nf “mastery" of the science in the the recuitment of cadre
from lhe working class and led particularly in California to the guick
recruiiment of many intellectuals into the organization many of whom
werc in or close to the RU., This is uot the fault »f these new comrades
who “should be correctly integreted into the life of the organization,
but the ultra-left faction seeking expansion and status in the movement
has recruited  intellectuals and raised them quickly into positions of
leadership to aid the secretariat in the development of line. This
wpe or recrultment is a most dangercus policy because it can undermine
the class choracter of the organizatrion, do a disservice te the new
reeruit who ay or may not have a prasp of the line and open ihe door
to the bourgeeisie, It is imp rtant to recuit from the working class
as well os progressive forces, intellectuals etc. But intellectuals
mast e transformed in the context of a proletarian organization,
not & petty bourgeois organization dominated by ulire-left opportunists.

11 Detroit favortism has bheen practiced toward certain comrades
vhile others live barely fron doy 1o day. The veteran cadre can fes Ly,
while new recruits must heve all the cenvéniences to keep them navpy
and disiract their attention fvom seeing the real situation of the
orgzanication, These practices are unjust and unfair, to all
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comrades, The ultra -left position on the development of line and
theoretical work leads tn an over-reliance on the petty bourpgeoise

the failure to develop working class thecoreticians, the negation of
the proletariat as -the leading and ®only throughly revolutiondry class,
and the perpetuation of the worst features of our movement. It is a
dangerous thing to undermine the proletarian leadership and -substitute
for it the leadership of opportunist glory seekers intent on wrecking

-
the =WG.,

In Conclusicon -
‘The line wstruggle in the BVWC has been accompanied by unprincipled
nanuvering, factionalism, intimidation end threatls, physical atvacks
launched by the carreerist ultra-left faction in the leaderchip.
The struggle agianst ultra leftism, against subjectivism, aginst
sectarianism toward the masses, the movemnet and the cadre, against
our isolati~n fwom the working class, against dishonesty and the
refusal or the ultra~left to repudiate its errors cr accent any
eriticism, apainst blatant opportunicm in matters of organization,
is-a struggle thet has to be waged through to. the end. The nractice
of these forces has taken a qualitative leay» for the worse since
the opening up of the two line strugsle. T T T

, - . .+ . The oechavier of these forces. :
has been chavacterrseu vy unbridled tyramny, mad behavior, and threats
in arder to get their way and maintain their legal autority. We
hewever shakl uever be forced into blind obedience to opportunism’
because of expulsions and suspensions by a faction -of the leadership.
Ls Tor the resolution of *the current two-line struggle in the EVC,
there are two lines and two rrads ahead for the &WC as an orgaunization,
Comradgs, we must decide on which course we will follow.

-



