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alarm that many workers and op
pressed minorities were being won 
to communist leadership in the 
struggle. 

has also been won recently in 
charting the course for the Tyler 
defense movement. By unanimous 
vote the Trotskyist Socialist Work
ers Party (SWP) and the opportun
ist Walter Collins were expelled 
from all positions of leadership in 
the New Orleans-based Committee 
to Fr{!e Gary Tyler. The opinion 
of other organizations and indivi
duals in the committee was that 
these forces were trying to lead 
the committee down the dead-end 
road of reformism. 

�h ina Friendship Assoc. But McDonald.was beside him
self when referring to the broad 
support built by the OL, Southern 

Debates Priorities 
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• (SCEF) and other forces working_
for Tyler's freedom. "It is shock
ing," stated McDonald, '''to find
on this endorsers list [ of the July
24th Southwide Coalition] two
trade union locals from my own
home state."

In the nearly two years since its 
founding, the U.S.-China Peoples 
Friendship Association (USCPF A) 
has forged ties of friendship be
tween hundreds of thousands of 
people in this country and the peo
ple of China. As its Third National 
Convention approaches, discussion 
is widespread throughout USCPFA 
about how to improve this work' 
and how best to broaden this 
people-to-people friendship with 
socialist China. 

At the organization's National 
Convention last year, a resolution 
was hotly debated which called 
for putting a: priority of the 
association on outreach to work
ers and minorities. The proponents 
of the resolution argued that 
people-to-people friendship means 
mainly friendship between the 
Chinese people and the working· 
people, who aJe the great majority 
here in the U.S. 

Of course, there is great interest 
in China among all stratum of 
Americans, and the USCPF A must 
expand its work among students, 
intellectuals, housewives and busi
nessmen as well. But the backbone 
of China friendship must be the 
working and minority people. 

This resolution was widely sup
ported and passed by a two-to-one 
margin despite the opposition of 
the Revolutionary Communist 
Party (RCP) who, through a series 
of parliamentary maneuvers, tried 
to amend the resolution out of 
existence. The view of the RCP, 

an organization influential in 
the USCPFA at the time, was that 
the USCPFA should concentrate 
on work among the middle class 
and businessmen and leave work 
among the workers to the RCP. 
They have always looked down on 
the view of bringing political issues 
to the working people or into the 
Friendship Association. As RCP 
Chairman Bob Avakian said recent
ly, "Economic struggle mus_t be 
the center of gravity of ?ur work." 

While the resolution passed by 
a wide margin, implementing it has 
been another question. New op
position has emerged even among 
some of the leaders of the Associa- · 
tion who originally supported the 
resolution at the convention. 
Among the most vocal of the new 
opponents to working-class and 
minority outreach is the USCPFA 
Chairman William Hinton. Hinton 
is representative ·of a group which 
is calling for an open alliance with 
a section of U.S. big business, 
while negating the role of the 
working class in the U.S. people's 
movement. 

-At a recent National Steering
Committee meeting of USCPF A, 
Hinton stated that outreach to the 
workers and minorities "is not the 
yardstick by which our work is 
measured." Hinton added that, 
"We have a natural constituency 
among professionals, students, 
middle-class people and some big
ger bourgeoisie that has by no 

means been exhausted. It has 
hardly been tapped." 

Members of the Eastern Region 
of the Friendship Association won 
an important victory in the struggle 
to expand working-class outreach 
at their June 5 Regional Confer
ence. A regional . resolution was 
adopted which put some teeth into 
the first national one. The resolu
tion called for future trips to China 
to have greater working-class and 
minority participation in them; 
for adequate scholarship money 
to enforce this; for all tour orienta
tions to contain a session on rac
ism, and for greater working-class 
and minority participation on· all 
regional committees. This resolu
tion was passed by a three-to-one 
margin, with the forces who sup
port the line of the RCP vo_icing 
the only opposition. 

·. The September 5-6 National
Convention in Philadelphia will see
more discussion of this important
question. The workers and oppres
sed nationalities of the U.S. are
the real "natural constituency"
for friendship with China. China
U.S. friendship is in their interest,
and they have expressed that inter
est in a multitude of ways.

The USCPF A has the potential 
to attract millions to its ranks from 
all walks of life. By making out
reach to the working and minority 
people a priority , the Association 
will be able to make the words 
"U .S.-China Peoples Friendship" •. 
a reality. 

In the rest of McDonald's re
port, he warns congress about the
"discrediting of our legal system,"
which is taking place as a result of
articles in The Call exposing the
death penalty and the Tyler frame
up as examples of capitalist injus
tice.

In spite of the slanders from
McDonald, and other ruling class
spokesmen, the movement to free
Gary Tyler is gaining strength.
Tens of thousands of workers, both
white and Black, have signed peti
tions, participated in demonstra
tions and contributed money to
Tyler's defense in over 20 cities.

An important political victory 

Collins and the SWP opposed 
linking Tyler's case to the fight 
for Afro-American self-determina
tion and opposed building unity 
of Black. and white workers in the 
campaign. They urged the com
mittee to back down in the face 
of every threat from the police or 
Ku Klux Klan and consistently ad
vocated reliance on the legal sys
tem instead of the masses. 

The victory in purging such op
portunists shows the determina
tion of Tyler defense committee 
activists to continue a campaign 
of mass militant action to win free
dom for Gary Tyler. 
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